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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
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Finders Weepers; Losers Keepers
We lose things all the time especially in this breakneck, ever-changing world. It is not surprising
that we do not know where we are going and often feel a bit lost. Sometimes we feel like the
Russian politician, who in his speech said, “Friends, yesterday we stood on the edge of an abyss,
but today we have taken a great step forward.”
Do you remember the shepherd who sought diligently for the lost sheep and the woman who swept
her house clean looking for a lost coin, which was probably a part of her dowry? So, what have we
lost in this age of affluence and freedom where the poverty level is still too high and relationships
break down? What we really should be asking is why this is happening. The simple answer is we
have lost our way. As we concentrate on material abundance, we are focussed on the how and not
the why of our lives. We have begun to lose our moral and spiritual being. But all is not lost,
because it is recoverable. We are fortunate that we are not prisoners of time, and have a data bank
of collective memories. The past speaks to us and guides us and the human spirit can encounter
God and correct its errors. In doing so we must not lose sight of hope. This is where our religion
comes in, as it engenders hope, and we need it now. Most people are moral, and want to be good
and do the right things. Now that is how we will be really happy.
We are looking for God but sometimes we look in the wrong places. When we do find him we are,
in C S Lewis’s words, “Surprised by joy.” Why not make a note of these good surprises when they
happen and file them. When you feel low take them out and read them. It is your good-news file,
and will restore your soul.
It is so hard to unscramble our culture, which sees happiness as a new car, an exotic holiday or a
bumper sticker reading, “The guy with the most toys when he dies, wins.” We know that dishonesty
is wrong. We also value friends, but friendship requires certain virtues such as trust, confidentiality,
loyalty and respect.
A great place to find happiness is in church. Many only attend church for weddings or funerals, but
does this mean that people are losing their faith? Matthew Arnold in Dover Beach wrote about “The
melancholy long withdrawn roar of the sea of faith.” Is religion on the wane or is it just a swing of
the pendulum of history?
There is a place for faith at the centre of our lives, as it speaks to something essential to the human
condition. It has to do with ideals and moral principles. So what can we do? As you look around
you, see that the great faiths of this world are treasures of meanings, and they talk about following a
small voice. It is sometimes hard to hear it, but it is called the voice of God
Mother Teresa was asked by an interviewer, “What do you say to God when you pray?”
“I don’t say anything,” she said. “I just listen.”
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“And when you listen,” the interviewer asked, “what does God say?”
“He doesn’t say anything,” she said. “He just listens, and if you do not understand this, I cannot
explain it to you.”
There is listening beyond words, A silence that gives meaning, and in that silence we know and are
known by God.
So there we have it. Let us not lose the way we listen. Just try it now and again. It will do you good
and you will not lose anything by trying it.
— Gerry Bowen-Thomas
Services in October
Sun 6th 9:30 am Parish Communion with
Sun 20th 9:30 am Messy Church
music group
9:30 am Morning Prayer in
6:30 pm Compline
Church Hall
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 13th 9:30 am Special Harvest Service with
Communion
Sun 27th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline
6:30 pm Compline
Every Thursday: Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
On the third Sunday of each month we have a Messy Church at St Swithun’s. This month’s is on
the 20th. Messy Church, fun for the whole family, is church with craft activities that help people
encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages enjoy it. We use hands-on
activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as doing things together, we
eat breakfast and have a short time of worship. It starts at 9:30 am and usually finishes by about 11.
If you want to know more, come along and sample it! You would be very welcome. Messy Church
began in Portsmouth in 2004 and since then thousands of other churches throughout the world have
enjoyed it. Its fun!
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall, where you can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has
been happening in Messy Church.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Craft Mornings: For children aged 4–11, 10 am–12 noon. Next craft morning is Saturday 12th.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. We do not keep valuables in the church.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
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WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES FOR OCTOBER
6th

10:30 am HARVEST THANKSGIVING. We welcome Matthew Stammers from
Kidlington to lead our Harvest Thanksgiving service. The Church will be
decorated with flowers and produce, and we will be bringing tins of food to
support the Community Emergency Food Bank.

13th 10:30 am We welcome Sue Barratt from Great Milton to lead our Morning Worship.
20th 10:30 am 46th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY. The Rev Adam Stevenson, one of our Circuit
Ministers, leads our Morning Worship for our 46th Church Anniversary.
6:30 pm We continue our Church Anniversary celebrations with our Evening Service led
by the Rev Bob Whorton, Chaplain of Sobell House, and a well-known resident
of Kennington. We shall also welcome our friends from the Anglican and Roman
Catholic Churches.
27th 10:30 am BIBLE SUNDAY. Our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, leads our
monthly Communion Service.
MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge is held on the third Wednesday of the month and so
we meet on Wednesday 16th October at 10:30 am for 30 minutes of informal worship. Do come
and join the residents—all are welcome.
Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship. This month we continue our series looking at the parables of
Jesus and sharing in prayer for our community. We meet on Tuesday 15th October at 2:30 pm.
Please phone Dilys Cale on 01865 739774 for details of where we are meeting this month.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 7th October at the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
Come along and join the services held on Sunday 20th October.
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Persons Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House
The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.
Coffee Morning—Tuesday 8th in the Methodist Church from 10 am. Bring & Buy Stalls
available. Enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The August Coffee Morning raised £78.30.
The September Coffee Morning was for Macmillan Cancer Support and raised £213 exactly.
Our November Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 12th November at 10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available for bookings on a Saturday.
5

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
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Sunday

9:15 am

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

11:15 am

– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday

6:30 pm

– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Would you like to help make St Swithun’s school even better?
St Swithun’s School is a very good school but we want to make it even better!
Governors play a critical role in working closely with the Headteacher and Staff to make the school
as successful as possible. There are 3 main responsibilities:
➢

Operate Strategically: provide a strategic direction for the work and improvement of the
school

➢

Act as Critical Friend: support, monitor and evaluate the effectiveness and progress of the
school

➢

Ensure Accountability: hold the school to account for the standards achieved and the quality
of education that children receive

Fulfilling the role of a school governor is, therefore, both a very important role and enormously
rewarding.
We currently have a Community Governor vacancy. The aim is to ensure that the local community
is represented through people who live or work in the community served by the school, or who do
not work or live close to the school but are committed to good governance and the success of the
school.
On this occasion, we are seeking to recruit a governor who does not, at present, have a direct link to
the school, who would then be able to bring to our governing body a perspective from the wider
community.
If you are interested in helping to make St Swithun’s an even better school and can volunteer some
of your spare time, why not find out more about becoming a school governor?
Contact our clerk to the governors, Jean Noonan at Jean.Noonan@oxfordshire.gov.uk, for more
information or to arrange an informal meeting with a representative from the Governing Body.

Luke’s Fund
Due to popular demand we are having Bingo on
Friday 1st November
Doors open at 7 pm. Eyes down 7:30 pm
There will also be a raffle.
If you would like to donate a raffle prize that would be appreciated.
Lucky number entrance ticket £2 includes Nibbles.
Drinks will be on sale.
Some of the proceeds will be donated to Melanie’s Ward at the JR Children’s Hospital where Luke
has had to spend a lot of time over the last 16 years.
For further information please ring Margaret 01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.
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Kennington Overseas Aid
The Shop this year beat all records—the final amount raised was well over
£4 000! Again, a big Thank You to everyone involved in any way.
What a year 2013 has been for KOA!
It began with the Fifties Fandango and a visit to Kennington by the legendary
folk singer Peggy Seeger, and ended with Colin Greenwood of Oxford’s
legendary rock group Radiohead attending our new event, the Bandwaves
Concert starring Charity Opera, Music Mayhem and Kennington-Oxford
Silver Band.
The highlight of the year was probably Sir Roger Bannister’s first visit to Kennington, when after a
lightning tour of the village with Sylvia Vetta, he started the Fun Run.
As well as these events, we hope that the programme has included something for everyone: Kids
for KOA, United Choirs’ Merry Widow, Fun Run, Fête, Midsummer Jazz and the Shop.
The full result of all this year’s fund-raising for the Children's Radio Foundation will be announced
at our:
AGM on Wednesday 6th November at 8 pm
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Our AGMs are not boring meetings! We have a little business but that is usually over in 20 minutes.
We shall present a cheque to Charlotte Bannister Parker of The Children’s Radio Foundation. This
will be followed by a party during which you can see a slide show of photos of this year’s events
and enjoy meeting people over a drink and nibbles. Everyone is welcome to come along and it
would be lovely to meet new people with new ideas for the future.
www.koa.org.uk
Sylvia Vetta (739071)

Joint Chairs:
Marilyn Farr (326519)

Halcyon Leonard (452783)

British legion remembrance time
The end of this month will see the start of the “Poppy” season, the two weeks leading up to
Remembrance Day. This year the poppy selling period is 26th October–9th November.
As has been the case for very many years, the army of poppy sellers in Kennington will be going
from door to door selling the poppies. Please receive them kindly. There will be poppy tins in many
of the businesses in the village—shops, pub, Post Office and the Health Centre. Schools will also
have poppies.
If anyone feels able to join the “poppy people” and help with this very worthwhile cause, it will be
so appreciated as, every year there are always those who have to give up poppy selling.
The money raised will go towards the care and support needed for injured servicemen and their
dependants in conflicts both now and going back to the Second World War.
Just for the record, poppies can be worn at any time, but they can be sold only during the two
weeks before Remembrance Day.
Information can be obtained from Barbara Boyne 735634 and Sheila and Michael Prior 739756.
10
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Kennington Community Library Newsletter
Further services available online: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
Dear reader
The 2013 Summer Read Challenge “Creepy House” is now finished and I thank all the children and
adults who participated.
A special thank you to Kirsty Shearer, my previous assistant, for running all five fun and original
Story & Craft activities and the July Rhyme Time sessions. It was lovely to have her back at the
Medal & Award Children’s party as a special guest with Mrs Helen Atkinson and Melissa, Barn
class teacher of Small World Nursery.
None of these monthly activities and annual parties would happen without the support of the
Friends of Kennington Library, so my most grateful thanks to them. Please read their newsletter
(page 22) and consider how you can help with their fund raising campaign, thank you.
October Dates for your diary of events at Kennington Library supported or run by the Friends of
Kennington Library:
Wednesday 2nd Coffee morning with guest speaker. Free event.
Saturday 5th
Italian Gala Night! Fund raising event with raffle. More details page 22.
th
Wednesday 16 Rhyme Time for young children (below).
Wednesday 30th Story & Craft “Animals Mask” for school children.
All our children’s activities are free but please book your child’s place at the library.
Can you spare a little time to add to our pool of volunteer helpers at any of the events above?
Please contact the Friends (page 22) for Coffee Morning or Gala Night, or me at the library for the
children’s events.
We are looking forward to your next visit!
— Dominique Henderson, 01865 730763, kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Rhymetime
Wednesday 16th, 10:45–11:15 am
Dominique and Isobel welcome all the young families with babies
and toddlers under 5 years old to sing along with them.
Free: But please book your place with the library.
Free refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.

Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship
The October meeting will be held at 2:30 pm on Tuesday 15th at 69 Upper Road.
All are welcome to this friendly meeting.
13

Help for the Homeless—Kennington Churches Together
Collection for Oxford Homeless Pathways
The collection for Oxford Homeless Pathways will be made on Sundays 20th and 27th October.
Items needed include:
➢

Blankets, towels, toiletries, cheap toothbrushes.

➢

Household items for the re-homing project: crockery, pots and pans, cutlery, bed linen.

➢

Food items: cereals, long-life milk, tins of beans and spaghetti, soup, minced beef, Marmite,
breakfast cereals, tuna—all for making an easy meal. Please check that they have not passed
their sell-by date.

➢

A special request has been received for underwear and socks (both male and female), and at
this time of year, warm jumpers, hats, gloves, scarves.

If you are unable to leave your donations at one of the Churches in Kennington, please contact one
of:
Ann Coulter
01865 739271
David Butler 01865 739487
John Marson 01865 735145
Many thanks for your help, which is greatly appreciated by the Oxford Homeless Pathways.

Kennington History Society
The History Society’s first meeting following the customary Summer Break was a delightful
illustrated talk by Cymon Snow, the General Manager of Sulgrave Manor (who replaced the
published speaker, Thea Young who has now left Sulgrave), entitled Cousins in War subtitled The
Priest, The Farmer and The Soldier. Again, members enjoyed an outstanding evening, with
Cymon recounting the incredible story of three Washington Cousins from around the time of the
English Civil War ending with the youngest establishing the family in America resulting in George
Washington becoming the first President of the United States.
Later in September the Society members and friends are to make their visit to Portsmouth and its
Historic Dockyard. A report of the trip will feature in next month’s Report.
‘this month’
On Monday 21st October at 7:45 pm in
the Methodist Church, popular speaker
Graham Sutherland will give an
illustrated talk entitled, Women at Work.
‘next month’
The Society’s next event will be held on
Monday 18 November at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church, when one
of our members’ favourites, Local Historian Liz Woolley, will give an
illustrated talk entitled, The Late Victorian and Edwardian Buildings of
Oxford.
th

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2.50.
— George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
14
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Headway Oxfordshire
Annual Quiz Night
Kennington Village Hall
Friday 15th — Doors open8 pm for 8:30 pm start
Headway Oxfordshire is holding another Quiz Night, hosted by Fran Schofield. Tickets £30 per
team (maximum 6 per team), to include nibbles and snacks. Licensed bar available. There will be a
raffle. Donation of raffle prizes would be very much appreciated. Headway Oxfordshire provides
information and practical support for any individual, family member or carer, affected by brain
injury, including stroke. Although affiliated to the national charity, Headway UK, we are a separate
charity and depend entirely upon our own fund-raising events.
For further details, and to register your team, please contact Charlotte Carlisle on 01865 326263 or
email admin@headway-oxford.org.uk.

Kennington Women’s Institute
September Meeting
The meeting opened by welcoming members back from the brief summer recess
and a general agreement on the fun we all had in July when we had a ‘crafts’
evening.
The President welcomed a new member to the committee, and congratulated them for being
awarded the Louise Parker Bursary to enable them to undertake a course of their choice at the WI
Denman College.
The speaker for the evening was Liz Woolley, who presented on behalf of and in association with
the Soldiers of the Oxfordshire Trust; a fascinating and nostalgic view of Oxfordshire during the
second world war through the eyes of children. A detailed story was told of how the war was
perceived by Oxfordshire children. At the start of the war there were many concerns, most of which
were unfounded, but as the war developed children’s lives in Oxfordshire were disrupted and
changed. Children were expected to help with the war effort and their mothers were often employed
in factories as many fathers had been conscripted and were away at the war, some for several years
and some never to return. Children also had their school lives disrupted by air raids and we were
given several accounts from school logs of how children were missing or late for school following
air raids. Fortunately, despite 3,800 bombs falling in Oxfordshire, there were few deaths. Children’s
lives were also disrupted by evacuees who were sent out from cities such as London. The accounts
of how these children fared varied from lifelong relationships and great affection to fear and stories
of cruelty and ill treatment. The Women’s Institute together with the Boy Scout movement in
Oxfordshire were responsible for salvage collections. Nothing was wasted and planes that had
crashed were stripped and reused for the war effort. It appeared that all Oxfordshire residents
contributed in one way or another.
The ongoing work of the Soldiers of the Oxfordshire Trust, include working with children in
schools, book exhibitions and the creation of a museum in Woodstock.
Some of the members that were present recounted their own memories of the war and the evening
was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
Why not join us at next month’s meeting on Wednesday 9th October at 7:15 pm in the Village
Centre. Our speaker will be David Hold and the subject of his talk is Dr John Snow.
17

1st Kennington Guides
During the summer holidays, we enjoyed our safarithemed camp at Youlbury Scout Activity Centre with
another Guide Unit from Abingdon. Activities included face painting, 3G
swing, crate stacking, a night hike, geocaching, backwoods cooking,
jewellery making, a blindfold trail and building bivouacs to spend the night
under the stars.
We are looking forward to our autumn
programme, working towards a number
of challenge badges, including craft,
cooking, games and outdoor activities.
Guides is for girls aged 10–14. You do
not need to have been a Brownie to
join. To arrange to visit, please contact Jo on 07940 537992 or
kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.

Kennington Youth Club
By the time you read this, the Youth Club Autumn term will be in its second or
third week, as we started on 16th September. It is not too late to join though,
and details of how to do so can be found below.
This is our third year since the club restarted and we are quietly pleased with our progress. We now
have all the equipment we need for the Internet Kafé, though we thought it wise not to open the
Kafé until Tabby, our new leader, had experienced running the Monday evening club. It can be
exhilarating running a Youth Club, but to run both days straight off would be difficult. The
management committee found this for themselves when they determined to run KYC without a
leader for three weeks in the summer. Without the help of Nikki Collett and Hannah Quinn, both
used to working with groups of young people, it would not have been possible. Thanks Nikki and
Hannah, we are indebted to you.
Tabby is keen to open the Kafé, however, so it will not be long before we can advertise the first
Thursday opening from 3:45 to 5 pm for homework and supervised leisure. Volunteers to work with
our leader on this project would be welcomed whether experienced or not. A regular number of
volunteers is essential to enable the project to run smoothly for the benefit of the young people.
We also require more volunteers for our rota of helpers on Mondays. This can be for school years 6
to 8 from 6:30 to 8 pm, years 9 upward from 7:30 to 9 pm, or both. We always need one volunteer
to begin at 6 pm to help the leader prepare for 6:30 opening.
So, whether you wish to join or volunteer, get in touch with Pam Johnston our Secretary on 730209,
or Roy King our Chairman on 735864. See you there.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee

A4183 Oxford Road, Bagley Wood—update
The A4183 is on schedule to reopen in December this year. However, the schedule is tight, and
unexpected delays such as weather or unknown factors could cause it to significantly overrun.
The web page http://j.mp/a4183-update shows photographs, giving some idea how extensive the
repairs are. The same page gives bus updates.
18
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Kennington Link WI
September Musical Meeting
Almost 60 people were present at the musical afternoon in memory of Joan Bowen
Thomas. The WI banner was on display along with our albums containing photographs
of Joan. There were also family photos, which had been brought along by Gerry.
The President welcomed everyone, especially Gerry, and read out a letter from our Treasurer (on
holiday in New Zealand but thinking of us on this special day). She then introduced Rebecca
Martin and Nia Williams, who gave us a very happy afternoon of song. Rebecca, accompanied by
Nia on the piano, sang a great variety of songs including some in French and German, lots of wellloved songs from the shows, and the haunting melody of Linden Lea.
Tea and delicious home-made cakes were enjoyed by all, and Gerry thanked everyone for coming,
remembering that Joan had first joined a WI in September 1951. As she had been our President
three times and always played the piano, it was appropriate that this wonderful concert should end
with a rousing rendition of ‘Jerusalem’, led by Rebecca. Mrs Sheila Prior thanked both Rebecca
and Nia for a lovely afternoon’s entertainment, and presented them with bouquets of flowers.
Our entertainers very kindly gave their time free of charge, so a donation will be sent to Helen
House—one of Joan's favourite charities.
Our next meeting will be on 2 nd October when we look forward to a talk by David Holt entitled,
“Dr John Snow, Voted the Greatest Physician”. Tickets for the Group Meeting will be on sale at this
meeting.
The Group Meeting will take place at the Village Centre on 15th October at 2:30 pm.

Kennington Festival Group
The members continue to meet every fortnight for their social get-together. We have had
one or two new members but would really like to see a few more friendly faces. Please
do come along and give it a go. One lady started coming now and again as a guest and
has now joined because she enjoys it so much.
We are looking for someone who would help when we have lunches as it gets rather hectic and
another pair of hands would be useful. Please ring me if you feel you could do this.
We have another lunch planned and a minibus trip in later this month.
Meetings take place in the Village Centre every other Monday at 2pm – 4pm.
➢

7th October

➢

21st October: lunch at 12:30 followed by an ordinary meeting at 2 pm

We have a band of volunteer drivers if you have mobility problems. Please telephone Pete or me on
01865 730353, or email me for further information.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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The Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
We are privileged to have the internationally best-selling author Simonetta Agnello
Hornby as guest speaker at out Italian Gala Night. At the time of writing, there
are still some tickets for sale.
Can’t come and want to contribute? How about donating something for our
Italian themed raffle? We’ll have hampers as prizes—so donate a bottle of wine or
olive oil, pasta, etc.? Please see Dominique in the library.
Our regular friends-funded Children’s Rhyme Time and free First
Wednesday Coffee Mornings with local authors have restarted.
Our October ‘First Wednesday’ will be with Liz Harris, a popular guest last
year when she talked about The Road Back. She is back talking about her
second novel, A Bargain Struck, which is already getting rave reviews.
Coffee from 10:30 am on Wednesday 2nd October. Everyone welcome!
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

Secretary: Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

Notes from Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
We are now taking bookings for our annual flu clinics on two Saturdays in October. Please
book with reception if you are over 65 or in an at-risk group. Children aged 2–4 will be
offered a nasal version of the flu vaccine this year—we have sent out letters to parents of all
eligible children. Please call and let us know if you wish your child to have a flu vaccine; we will
take details and let you know when we have set up special child flu clinics.
Shingles vaccines are being offered to all patients who at 70 or 79. Letters have been sent out to all
eligible patients. It can be given at the same time as your flu jab.
Thank you for the kind welcomes that you have given our new Registrar Dr Tom Fisher. He is
settling in well and getting to know our patients. He will be with us until August 2014. We also say
congratulations to Dr Emma Warren who has got married. We wish her and Paul good luck for
their future.
We have purchased a new self-test blood pressure (BP) machine. By the time you read this we
should have decided where to place it and how to use it. This will let you take your BP without
having to wait for an appointment. Please note that this machine SHOULD NOT BE USED BY
ANYONE UNDER THE AGE OF 18 as it is designed for adults only. It could hurt a child if they
put their hand or arm into it.
Our receptionists are there to help you. Please work with them and answer any questions they may
ask: they are doing this in YOUR interest so that they can direct your queries to the most
appropriate person.
We are looking at getting wireless internet access around the surgery. This would be available to
patients to log into while they are in the practice. We will let you know once this is in place.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
As we start our new school year, we extend a very warm welcome back to school to
everyone, but especially to all our new pupils: our youngest children who have started in
Saplings (our nursery and reception classes), as well as several children who have
started in other year groups. We hope that you and your families will soon feel at home
and part of our school community. We also welcome warmly our new members of staff
and new governors.
Our governors are key members of our school community, working with us in a role that both
celebrates our successes and challenges us to do even better. We currently have a vacancy for a
community governor to join us. Could you spare some time to help us provide the very best
education for the children of Kennington and the surrounding area? If so, do take a look at page 9
in this month’s Chronicle. For this rewarding role as a community governor, we would very much
like to welcome someone who does not currently have a direct link with the school, to bring a wider
perspective to our work. Thank you in anticipation of your interest.
As you might have read in last month’s Chronicle, we had plenty of building work going on over
the summer. As a result, we have a fantastic new school kitchen, and a fantastic new school cook.
The children are delighted with their new school dinners, cooked on the premises for the first time
for many years. Our journalists this month, Natasha and Anna from Hazel Class, have written a
report which shows just how impressed everyone is.
We are all looking forward to a great school year.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
Report from Hazel Class
All of St Swithun’s School has been very excited this week about the opening of the new school
kitchen. Mrs Collins arrives at 9:00 am in the morning and is always ready to start cooking the
day’s meal.
Mrs Collins used to work in the
restaurant in Oxford’s County Hall and
she loves to work in our kitchen because
of the modern day technology and the
cleanliness!
Some
students
and
members of staff who play a big part in
lunchtime meals have been interviewed.
Saplings children said it was “Yummy”
and “Really nice.” Some older children
said the meals were “Scrummy,”
“Great,” and “Delicious!”
Lunchtime supervisor, Mrs Hayden,
said, “The meals are fresh food straight
from the kitchen to the plate. Definitely
an improvement!”
Head teacher, Mrs Atkinson, has tried
the very first meal. She says, “Mrs Collins is a great chef; the meals are really tasty and healthy. It
is brilliant that everyone can have cooked meals on the premises!” Some of the other dinner ladies
say the meals are getting better and better.
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Parish Council Matters
October newsletter. Minutes available on-line—see page 29.
The inspection of the line of leylandii trees at the top of Forest Side Playing Field has identified
the trees showing signs of branch failure. As occupiers of this playing field, the Council is
responsible for these trees, and so when hazardous trees are identified, it must work to reduce the
risk.
It has been recommended that the Council reduces the height of these trees by 30%. As this work is
classed as urgent, by the time this article goes to print the tree works should have been completed.
The row of cypress trees at the rear of the pavilion at Forest Side playing field has also been
inspected and a similar recommendation to reduce the height of the trees has been made. However,
this is not seen as urgent and will be carried out within the next two years.
The Council is on the lookout for a replacement Village Warden to continue the good work Mr
Pope has carried out around the village over the past 12 years. If you have 7 hours a week to spare
and would like to contribute to village life by keeping the streets of Kennington and the area around
the village hall and car park free from litter please see page 34.
The Vale of White Horse District Council expects work to take place shortly on clearing and
planting grass seed on the bank adjacent to the road verge by the entrance to Red Bridge Hollow.
The Vale is liaising with both the City and County Councils about the 3m fence planned to be
erected along the back of Red Bridge Hollow to stop anyone gaining access to the field beyond to
dump rubbish. The Parish Council is disappointed that this was not in place by the end of August
as promised. A further meeting will take place, if no progress is made by end of September.
Sustrans has cut back the vegetation along the cycle track and pathway to both the north and south
of the Tandem Bridge enabling people to pass one another. A request has been made to see
whether a gate or equivalent can be reinstated at Sandford Lane, as apparently originally there was
a gate at the end of the track.
Finally, the Council is pleased to report that the BMX track has been refurbished, including the
start hill realignment and the corner reshaping. This should make it more exciting for the
enthusiasts using this track, which has always been well frequented.
Dates of Council Meetings: October
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Saturday 5th, 10–11 am

Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 10th, 7:30 pm

Planning Committee Meeting
Tuesdays 8th & 29th, 8 pm

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Life writing and reminiscence
Time of your life
Time of your Life is a new idea in creative life writing. The aim of the group is to share memories,
by firstly writing them down and secondly bringing them to a monthly meeting for reading and
reflective discussion.
You do not have to be an experienced writer to enjoy the group.
The group is organised by a facilitator, who generates ideas to enable the members to produce their
own work in a structured yet supportive setting.
Whether you simply enjoy reminiscing, or want to go on to write your memoirs or autobiography
for family and friends to read, you can get friendly support from the group to make a record of your
memories.
Short writing exercises can be used to jog your memory, and you can keep in touch by an email
between the monthly meetings.
Memory is who we are. It is the unique store of knowledge and experience gained over many years,
giving us our identity and sense of self. With Time of Your Life you can unlock, record and share
those memories.
If you are interested in learning more about the life writing group, please contact Rosemary on
01865 735419 or rosemary@gardneraldgate.demon.co.uk.

Winter Warming Lunch
Kennington Women’s Institute invites you to our
Annual Winter Warming Lunch
Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington
Monday 14th October, 12 noon–1:30 pm
Home-made Soup, Rolls, Desserts
Tea or Coffee
Cost: £4.50—pay at the door
Sales Table; Raffle; and more
ALL VERY WELCOME

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website (go to On-line Extras).
New since last notification: Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Finance, Planning, and Amenities).
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243
It’s Magic!
Oxfordshire and the Cotswolds abound with tales of plant folklore and mysticism. Some of these
plants are common to our gardens and others can be found on a countryside walk. Many tales
bordering on the sinister are rooted in over-active imaginations. But some of what people looked to
the supernatural for can now be answered more scientifically.
White Symbolism
White flowers, especially those with drooping heads, are predominantly seen as death omens. So
those welcome early spring risers, the Snow Drop, may not be so innocent after all. White Lilac and
May flowers are considered distinctly unlucky when brought into the home, although white May
blooms are considered a welcome guest on May morning. May is also considered an auspicious gift
if well budded and covered in morning dew, as it is thought to beautify young women.
The Wizard Tree and Mistletoe
The popular Mountain Ash or Rowan is known in the Celtic world as the wizard tree, and is often
found near Oxford homes to keep evil away. It is also said to stop the dead rising, which explains
why it is often found in graveyards. In some areas though, a Rowan is considered a devil-worship
symbol due to the flowers’ pentagon shape when they wither and the berries form. A colleague of
mine told me this story under an ancient Crab Apple tree on Shotover one sunny afternoon. The
same evening, a tremendous gale blew up, pulling the tree out of the ground and twisting it into a
horrific shape. There may be a connection here, but I choose not to investigate further…
Mistletoe is a plant often used at Christmas, but have you ever seen it in church? This is because
mistletoe has its roots in Paganism, so Christians avoid it.
Dreams and their Meanings
The appearance of plants in dreams is also significant. My grandfather often said dreaming of
juniper and then placing a sprig under a cow’s tail on waking would keep cattle plague away.
Dreams of picking fruit are a sign of wealth, and dreams of the fruits themselves indicates the birth
of a boy, but dreaming of the tree itself is considered unlucky.
Herbs
Gardens with flourishing lavender, sage or rosemary shows the woman is master of the house.
Parsley is also symbolic. To transplant it is considered dangerous, or even fatal if given as a gift,
unless the owner indicates silently, and the recipient returns later to dig some up in pretend secrecy.
Parsley is thought to be best sown with curses as it goes to hell nine times before it germinates. In
Charlbury, parsley is said to make a bad man good if sown on Good Friday after church.
This is not really a wildlife gardening article, but something to think about when out in the
countryside or your garden, enjoying the wildlife.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
October Newsletter

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Annual Show 2013
A big thank you to all those who supported the annual show held on 7 th September, with special
thanks to our helpers. Our door receipts were up on last year and despite some regulars not being
able to exhibit this year, we still managed to fill the hall with almost 200 entries plus children’s
classes of 92. It was good to see some members exhibiting for the first time and winning classes.
The full list of trophy winners will appear in the November Chronicle.
Wednesday 23rd October, 7:30 pm, Village Centre
Rod D’Ayala kicks off our autumn and winter season of talks with an illustrated talk on
‘Amphibians’.
Wednesday 20th November, 7;30 pm, Village Centre
Annual General Meeting followed by an illustrated talk given by Timothy Walker, Head of the
Botanic Garden in Oxford. This year’s talk with be on plant hunting in China.
Admission to the talks is £2 for members and £3 non-members. Complimentary refreshments.
Looking further ahead… Proposed Cornwall Holiday 26th–30th June 2014
We are pleased to announce draft details of a planned four-night, five-day holiday to Cornwall next
year, staying at the Pentire Hotel, Newquay. The programme will include the Eden Project plus a
full supporting programme of garden visits, likely to include:
• The Garden House, Devon
• RHS Rosemoor Garden, north Devon;
• Trebah Gardens, Cornwall and others.
There might even be time for some sightseeing and a steam train ride!
The cost of half-board for four nights, coaching throughout and admission to the Eden Project will
be in the region of £285 per person. There are limited singles at the same price.
This trip has been arranged in conjunction with Just Go Holidays Ltd and Pulhams Coaches.
In the past, we have endeavoured to publicise the event so that as many members as reasonably
possible hear about the planned holiday simultaneously. Because of the likelihood of being oversubscribed next year and because not everyone receives their Chronicle on the first day of the
month, we have again decided to accept bookings on a first-come first-serve basis, with effect from
9 am on Sunday 3rd November by telephone 07923 557151 or 01865 736223, or by personal visit
to 1 Perkins, Upper Road. Bookings before this date cannot be accepted. A deposit of £50 per
person is required within seven days of booking. Cheques should be made payable to Just Go
Holiday Ltd. Initially reservations can only be accepted from those who were members on 15 th
September. A detailed itinerary will appear in the November Chronicle, including insurance
details. At the time of booking please indicate your preferred room allocation.
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Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-yous and bereavements. Please keep
notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 43).
Ted Simmonds
Ted Simmonds passed away in Sobell House on 9th September. Joyce and Ruth thank you all for the
kind sentiments and prayers.
— Joyce Simmonds

Macmillan Cancer Support
We thank everyone who supported Kennington’s contribution to the
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning, which was held in the Methodist Church
in September this year. The event raised the wonderful total of £213 for
Macmillan Cancer Support.
We also say a big thank you to all the helpers, those who made cakes, donated prizes for the raffle,
or sent donations. Without your contribution our event would not have been such a great success.
— Carole, Yvonne and Joy

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
Rehearsals are continuing each Friday evening at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church Hall in
Upper Road for Princess Ida by Gilbert & Sullivan for concerts in December, and Handel’s
Messiah for a performance in the Holywell Music Room on Sunday 3rd November at 2:30 pm.
We invite everyone who enjoys singing to come along and sing with us. There are no subscriptions
and no auditions. Library copies will be available. You will be made most welcome.
We shall be rehearsing Princess Ida on Fridays 4th & 11th October, and Messiah on Fridays 18th &
25th October and 1st November.

Vacancy for Village Warden
Kennington Parish Council is looking for a Village Warden
Do you have 7 hours a week to spare and would like to contribute to village life by keeping the
streets of Kennington and the area around the village hall and car park free from litter?
The hourly rate of pay is £8.16 and is reviewed annually.
If this is of interest to you please contact the Clerk, Anne Feather, telephone 01865 421126 or email
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com for more information.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
The Kennington Chronicle is a volunteer-run village magazine.
Distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households every month except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the
10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee
in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Measurements
Per month
width×height

Size
⅛ page

Per year
(11 issues)

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

100×70 mm

£10

£60

¼ page 145×100 mm

£15

Currently full

½ page 205×140 mm

£25

Currently full

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to include the
name and contact details of the submitter.
Formats and other information: www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF
01865 429135 — editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.
Regular events
Badminton
Village Centre
Mondays, 8:30–10:30 pm
Kennington Walks
Village Centre Car Park
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Kennington Strollers Village Centre Car Park
Tuesdays, 2 pm (01865 735419)
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm
October
Wed

Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon
Tue
Wed

2 Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Office
5
Kennington Cancer Fund: Shoe Sale
6 Harvest Thanksgiving
7 Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
8
Parish Council Planning
9 Kennington WI: Dr John Snow (Greatest Physician)
10 Parish Council Meeting
12 Oxford Ceilidh: English String Band
14 Kennington WI: Winter Warming Lunch
15 Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship (01865 739774)
16 Short Service

Sun

20

Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue

Service

Methodist Church Anniversary United Evening Service
Festival Group Lunch
Mon 21
Kennington History Society
Wed 23 Kenn. Horticultural Soc: Amphibians by Roy D’Ayala
Thu 29 Parish Council Planning

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

7:15 pm
10–11 am
10 am–12 noon
10:30 am
2–4 pm
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 for 8 pm
12 noon–1:30pm
2:30 pm
10:30 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
6:30 pm
12:30–4 pm
7:45 pm
7:30 pm
8 pm

November
Fri
Sat
Mon

1 Luke’s Fund Bingo
2 Parish Council Office
4 Festival Group
Kennington Link WI
Wed 6
KOA AGM
Sun 10 Remembrance Day
Tue 12 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Wed 13 Kennington WI
Thu 14 Parish Council Meeting
Fri 15 Headway Oxfordshire Quiz Night
Sat 16 Xmas Market
Sun

17 Service
Festival Group
Kennington History Society
Parish Council Planning
Short Service
Xmas Craft Fair Refreshments
Kennington Cancer Fund Bazaar

Mon 18
Thu
Wed
Sat
Sat

19
20
23
30

Index of Contents: page 3.
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Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
St Swithun’s Church Hall
War Memorial
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
Village Centre

Useful contacts: page 2.

7 for 7:30 pm
10–11 am
2–4 pm
2:15 pm
8 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
8 pm
10 am–12 noon
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
8 pm
10:30 am
12 noon–4 pm
10 am–12 noon

Magazine contacts: page 43.
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