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Last Christmas, my nephew David’s son was 2. He wasn’t looking forward to Christmas
because he had decided that he didn’t like Father Christmas. A dilemma! His sister, in an
attempt to reassure him told him not to worry: “Father Christmas is very kind and on
Christmas Eve will come into your room very quietly and leave you some presents.” I
think he liked Father Christmas—and reindeer—even less, after that!
For some of us, the trappings of Christmas are something of a challenge, and Christmas rushes on
to us and we have hardly time to think. Sometimes we don’t want the real Christmas to impinge on
our lives: it almost passes us by and we heave a sigh of relief when it’s all over. We don’t really like
the thought of Jesus challenging us, and prefer to let him pass us by… He’s not really welcome or
real.
Joseph came to Somerstown, behind the Euston Road,
Evicted from his caravan, and now of no abode;
Mary sought a lodging there, shelter for her head,
But all the jostling houses could offer them no bed.
But others did welcome him…
So Mary came to Euston, where a porter found them room
In a shunted unused guard’s van half shrouded in the gloom;
And there, with no possessions, no midwife standing by,
There rang throughout the station her newborn baby’s cry.
The Churches are packed on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Our Crib service is for many the
beginning of Christmas and perhaps then we stop and glimpse the wonder of the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords, God’s beloved Son. God entrusted his Son and his work and the future of the world
to a tiny vulnerable baby…
The porters came, and wished her luck and brought them cups of tea,
And as the rumour spread around, there came to platform three
The other weary travellers, who travelled on Christmas Day
And offered him a tribute, then turned and went their way.
The question for us is what happens after Christmas. It is easy to think we’ve done our bit with God
until next Christmas—or Easter—or the next time we have a family celebration in the Church…
Stay! 0 stay! Good travellers all, for God is born a man
And lies wrapped in a tablecloth within a railway van.
Maybe we can stop for a few minutes between now and Christmas and look again at the Christ
Child, Emmanuel, God with us, and consider that he is ‘King of Kings and Lord of Lords’. Maybe
we can listen again to Christmas Carols and vow to find out more about him.
We don’t know what my little nephew will decide about Father Christmas this year, but it doesn’t
matter. What will count is what he thinks and learns about Jesus Christ and I hope that he will be
3

captivated by the wonder of Christmas, Christ with us, and the story of the baby in a manger and
the extent of his love for him and for you and for me.
Wishing you a Happy and joyful Christmas!
— Pam McKellen, Vicar of Kennington, Radley and Sunningwell
Services in December
Sun 1st 9:30 am Parish Communion
Sun 22nd 9:30 am Parish Communion
4:00 pm Christingle
6:30 pm Carols by Candlelight
6:30 pm Advent Carols at the
Tue 24th 4:00 pm Nativity
Methodist Church
11:30 pm Midnight Mass
th
Sun 8 9:30 am Parish Communion
Wed 25th 10:00 am Christmas Morning Family
6:30 pm Lighting the Xmas Tree
Communion
followed by Mulled Wine in
the Church (organised by the Sun 29th 9:30 am Parish Communion
Parish Council)
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 15th 9:25 am Christmas Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in
Church Hall
6:30 pm Compline

Every Thursday:
Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Christmas Messy Church at St Swithun’s. We are holding Messy Church on the
third Sunday of each month. Come along to be reminded why you are so busy with
all those Christmas preparations! We open the doors at 9:30 am, and there is a
variety of breakfasts available including croissants and coffee. There is something
for adults and children of all ages to enjoy. We use hands-on activities to explore
Bible stories and to reflect a God of creativity. Towards the end there is a short time of worship
together, which usually finishes just before 11:00 am. If you want to know more, come along and
sample it! You would be very welcome. Messy Church began in Portsmouth in 2004 and since then
thousands of other churches throughout the world have enjoyed it.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Craft Mornings: Next craft morning is Saturday 14 th, 10 am–12 noon, for children aged 4–11.
Everybody is welcome.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road
01865 763676
Headington
Oxford
Email:
OX3 8AX
minister@limewalk.org.uk
You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER
1st 10:30 am ADVENT SUNDAY: We welcome the Rev Judy Turner-Smith, one of our
Supernumerary Ministers, to lead our Morning Worship.
6:30 pm Hymns for Advent. An ecumenical service in the Methodist Church to celebrate
the beginning of Advent. The Churches in Kennington will join with Churches
from the Oxford Methodist Circuit to sing some Advent hymns and hear readings
appropriate to the season. Everyone is welcome!
th
8
10:45 am Advent 2: The Rev David Bull, one of our Supernumerary Ministers, will lead
our monthly service of Holy Communion.
6 pm
Carols Round the Christmas Tree at the War Memorial with Kennington Band.
th
15 10:30 am Advent 3: We welcome Sue Barratt, from Lime Walk Methodist Church, to lead
our Morning Worship.
nd
22 10:30 am Advent 4: Carol Service. Come and sing some Christmas carols in our Carol
Service led by Matt Stammers, from Wesley Memorial Church in Oxford.
th
24
3 pm
CHRISTMAS EVE: Our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, leads a
quiet, reflective service for Christmas. This service will include the celebration of
Holy Communion. All are welcome.
th
25 9:30 am CHRISTMAS DAY: We celebrate the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, in a
short service led by Dr Neville Shepherd, from Lime Walk Methodist Church.
Do come along on this joyful day.
th
29 10:30 am Café Church Service: informal worship with an opportunity to share in
discussion and reflection on a seasonal theme, led by the Rev Rosemary Davies
and Andrew Dunsdon. A welcome for everyone.
MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge is held on the third Wednesday of the month and so
we meet on Wednesday 18th December at 10:30 am for 30 minutes of informal worship. Do come
and join the residents—all are welcome.
Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship. This Group will not meet this month. We start again in
January.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 2nd December at the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
Come along and join the services held on Sunday 15th December.
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Persons Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House
The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.
Coffee Morning—Tuesday 10th December: A “Christmas Special” Coffee Morning in the
Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Come and buy some of
your Christmas presents. Enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The November Coffee
Morning raised £143.00. Our January Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 14 th January
at 10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.
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The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
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6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Youth Club
New in our November programme we tried a sport fun evening. Tabby, our
Youth Leader, wants to give KYC young people as much variety as possible,
and introduced this as her first externally-led fun evening. If it works well,
look out for more and different style evenings in 2014. There will be several to
choose from.
Although we now have limited room, there is still a bit of space for new members. Tabby is
delighted to have a membership that returns for more week by week. This is a tribute to her ability
and energy. Once again Kennington has a good youth leader, and one now accredited both in
safeguarding and first aid. These are important attributes for all leading modern youth work.
Just before Christmas we expect to join other Oxfordshire Youth Clubs at the Annual Midnight
Skating and Christmas Party at the Ice Rink on Sunday 22nd December, 10:30 pm till 1 am. It
costs only £3 including skate hire. Entrance is strictly members only.
It is a big frustration to us all that our Internet Kafé is delayed just now whilst we overcome the
logistics of siting our IT suite, and getting its bits and pieces to talk to each other! Fortunately we
have many friends among Kennington people. Those with IT knowledge are confident this can be
overcome. People are so generous with their support for the club, and we would be lost without
Darren Richards, Sam Partington, Paddy Reaney and Nigel Smith working on the IT.
We were also pleased and grateful to the organisers of the popular Beer Festival for gifting us a
substantial sum of money from their takings. Last but not least, the gift of a keyboard from Terry
and Clive Rogers will add interesting variation to our standard equipment. Heartfelt thanks to you
all.
We still hope to hear from someone who can spare a bit of time two or three times a year to take
notes at our management meetings whilst our Secretary is incapacitated. Please let our chairman,
Roy King, know on 01865 735864 if you can help in this or any other way with keeping
Kennington Youth Club a fun place for Kennington’s young people. Roy also might be able to help
with any general questions you might have concerning the club.
— Tabby Welham, Youth Leader, Kennington Youth Club Management Committee

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website (go to On-line Extras).
New since last notification: Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Finance, Planning, and Amenities).
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The Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Firstly we thank Linora Lawrence, Chair: Oxford Writers Group, for both a very interesting talk
at the November Coffee Morning and for her gift of a special short story written for the Kennington
residents (see in the library or on the KOA web site.)
Author Talk: Wednesday 4th December: Judy Stubley
Coffee from 10:30 am, talk 11 am to 12 noon.
As a change to our publicised programme, in December we are pleased
to welcome Judy Stubley.
Judy Stubley was previously Birmingham’s community arts organiser,
and throughout her varied and often challenging working life she never
gave up her dream of writing. Upon retiring and moving to Shippon, she
found time to produce two books, including Sixty Spooky, Strange and
Surprising Stories about Abingdon. This fascinating history of Abingdon
over ten centuries, is written through the eyes of a ghost monk called
Cedric, and thus, we are entertained in a most lively way. Judy’s other
interest is Life Writing, and she is exceptionally enthusiastic about
personal writing projects.
NEW EVENTS! Let’s connect in the The Village Centre (upstairs)
Monday 13th January at 7:30 pm. It’s a free event but bring a bottle!
FOKL has organised many enjoyable author talks on the first Wednesday of the month.
As an evening is more convenient to most people we want to experiment by trying a
Monday evening.
Our first guest author is Kennington’s own resident novelist Mary Cavanagh on
‘People Who Mess Up Their Lives’. Mary will discuss the creative process that forms
her characters. We would like to exchange favourite book titles to add to our growing
list of ‘Desert Island Books’. Do join us and bring your recommendation.
Planning ahead - Monday 3rd March 2014
We look forward to welcoming Richard O Smith, a comedy
script writer for ‘The Now Show’ and ‘Dara O Briain’s
Science Club’. He is also screen writer for Foosball, the
animated film to be launched in April, and author of ‘As Thick
as Thieves’ and ‘Britain’s Most Eccentric Sports’. He is also a
writer for Oxfordshire Limited Edition, the Oxford Times
monthly magazine.
We hope all these events will interest you. These events are open to all Kennington residents: you
don’t have to be a paid-up Friend of Kennington Library; but at just £3 a year membership it is
fabulous value!
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Secretary: Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Christmas Tree Lights
Santa Claus will be joining us when we switch on the Christmas Tree Lights
War Memorial, Sunday 8th December at 6 pm
(not 1st December as incorrectly advertised in the Chronicle Diary last month)
Kennington Band will play the music.
Come and join us and sing some Carols.
Enjoy a Mince Pie and a glass of Mulled Wine.
A collection will be taken for Local Charities.
— Kennington Parish Council

Kennington Good Neighbours
I thank all the people who volunteer to drive for KGN.
I know that when I receive calls for transport to the Health Centre, hospitals, etc., I will be able to
find a driver. People put themselves out in order to meet the needs of those requiring help and for
this I am truly grateful.
A Happy Christmas to them all!
— Barbara Boyne

New Year’s Day concert
The Oxford Brass Players with special guests
Cowley Conservative Club (by kind permission), Between Towns Road
Wednesday 1st January 2014 at 7:30 pm
Another great family night out!
A most varied programme — Excellent soloists — Popular new year’s day music
Tickets £5 (concession £4). All proceeds to
The Vale House Alzheimer Home, Littlemore
Please contact Frank Wolff, 01865 326271,
14 Rowles Close, Kennington, OX1 5LX
or
The Club 01865 779354
13

Notes from Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
There’s still time to get your flu jab. If you have still not had your jab, please contact the
practice to arrange this as soon as possible. We are still having problems getting vaccines
for the shingles injection campaign. These items are supplied by the NHS and are in short supply.
As soon as we receive them, we will be able to offer the injection to those still waiting.
We will close for Christmas on Tuesday 24th at 1 pm and reopen on Friday 27th. Please ensure
you have submitted your requests for prescriptions by Friday 20th to ensure that we have time to
process them. We will open until 6:30 pm on New Year’s Eve, but close on New Year’s Day.
Thank you to those of you who have used our self-test blood pressure (BP) machine. This frees
the GP’s and the Health Care Assistant to do other tasks and see other patients. We encourage you
to use this rather than take up appointments for a BP reading. If you need help with the machine,
please ask at reception. You can drop by Mondays and Wednesdays, 4:30–6 pm; Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 2–6 pm; and all day Friday to use the machine.
The Patient Participation Group is currently designing a questionnaire to help us to improve what
we can offer. Look out for copies of the questionnaire in the practice and on the website soon.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net

Kennington History Society
At the October meeting the Society had its latest visit from popular Warwickshire Speaker,
Graham Sutherland, who gave an interesting illustrated talk entitled ’Women at Work’. As usual
Graham laced his Talk with many amusing anecdotes. Perhaps the most disturbing part of the
evening was the information that the groups of young children sent up chimneys in Victorian times
to sweep them were commonly run by women. Graham also told us about the complicated political
structure that operated in large households which had to be endured by the many women that
worked in service.
As we go to press Society members are looking forward to the November visit of another of their
favourite speakers, Local Historian Liz Woolley, who will be giving an illustrated talk entitled
‘The Late Victorian and Edwardian Buildings of Oxford’.
‘this month’
On Monday 16th December starting at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church there
will be a ‘Book Browse’. Graham Kirby ACIB will be bringing three crates of
books recommended for researching and recalling Local and General History.
This event is a bit of a departure for the Society but given the season it should be
interesting to see a good selection of useful books, which could make appropriate
Christmas presents.
‘next month’
The first event of 2014 will be on Monday 20th January at 7:45 pm in the
Methodist Church, when Martin Way will give an illustrated talk entitled
‘Britain Under the Eagles’: The Story of Roman Britain.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.
— George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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Kennington Overseas Aid
Celebrating a successful fund-raising year: With great anticipation, Kenningtonians
filled St Swithun’s Church Hall on the evening of 6 th November for KOA’s AGM. The
big question was:
How much had we raised in 2013 for the Children’s Radio Foundation? The answer from our
Treasurer was the magnificent sum of £26,312.52, to be used to train disadvantaged young
Tanzanians as radio reporters and technicians, and give them a voice in their community. Enormous
thanks to all in Kennington who contributed to this result in any way. It is worth noting that
£3,044.94 of the total arises from CRF being able to claim Gift Aid on your donations, so extra
thanks to those of you who took the time to fill in Gift Aid forms.
Charlotte Bannister Parker, CRF UK’s Executive Chair, thanked the people of Kennington:
You are a truly inspirational team in a wonderful village and you show the power of
collective action for good. CRF will honour your donation and make sure that it makes real
change and impact on the lives of children in Tanzania. With all love and thanks to the
whole team with deep appreciation from the bottom of my heart.
Colin Greenwood of Radiohead, a Global Ambassador for
CRF, also represented the charity. Colin has been so impressed
with Kennington’s achievements for the disadvantaged in other
parts of the world that he has said he would like to stay in touch
with KOA—maybe even be regarded as an honorary
Kenningtonian—and hopes to attend the January meeting.
In this truly celebratory
evening, there was a
standing ovation for Trevor
Cowlett, our Honorary Life
President, who was also presented with the KOA Cup for his
outstanding contribution to KOA fund-raising. Trevor and the
Kennington Choir, which he founded, have been raising
money for our projects for 40 years!
The meeting thanked Rebecca Allison, who for many years has
organised the musical entertainments with which our fund-raising season begins and ends—this
year with the Fifties Fandango in April, and Bandwaves with Charity Opera, Music Mayhem and
the Kennington (Oxford) Band, in September.
Special thanks also went to Philip Hind, who produced the KOA film, which you can view on our
website. He has created a Kennington Overseas Aid page on Facebook, where you can access the
film. Do visit us there.
Looking forward to 2014: We now have three proposals for 2014, which you can read on our
website, or ring one of the numbers below for a paper copy. As usual there will be a public
meeting, on Thursday 16th January, to select our 2014 project. Everyone in Kennington may
attend this meeting and vote, and we look forward to seeing you there. Further details in the
Kennington Chronicle in January.
Feedback from a past project: In 2011 KOA raised money for Tools for Self-Reliance, which
reconditions old tools and sends them to Ghana, where people are trained to use them in a trade so
that they can become self-supporting. One young man, Aboorige Amiiba, trained to do electrical
repairs, now provides a service previously unavailable in his community. With his improved
earnings, he bought his wife a sewing machine to establish her own small business. Read more
about Aboorige and the work of Tools for Self-Reliance on our web site.
Chair: Halcyon Leonard (452783)

www.koa.org.uk

Vice-Chair: Marilyn Farr (326519)
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
I was going to write a few words about the charity work that we do in school, linked to
this month’s report from the children, this time Year 5 and 6 pupils in Redwood Class.
However, as you will see below, the children have really done my job for me. Our
children are lucky in so many ways: they live in a country that is free, they are able to
go to school, and have every opportunity to be the best that they can be. They have enough food to
eat and fresh clean water to drink as well as supportive, loving families. Given all these things, how
important, then, that we help them to appreciate everything they have, and enable them to
empathise with those less fortunate. Their report really speaks for all of us in school.
As we approach the festive season, from all of us at St Swithun’s School, we wish everyone in
Kennington a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
Report from Redwood Class
St Swithun’s Helping Others
At St Swithun’s, we like to think of ourselves as caring people,
who like to help other people who do not have as much as we do
—so we thought that we would tell you several ways by which
we are helping others this year.
At the beginning of the school term, as part of our Harvest
celebrations, we asked all students to donate food or other useful
consumable items for people who are less fortunate than
ourselves. On Tuesday 5th November the School Council
members in Years 5 and 6 went to the Steppin’ Stone Centre in
Magdalen Road, Oxford.
The Steppin’ Stone Centre is run by the charity Porch, which supports homeless
and vulnerably-housed people wanting to move forward in their lives away
from street-life and addiction. We were extremely impressed with the number
of donations the children brought in because we counted and found 312 items.
There were so many donations we needed Gus’s trolley and the minibus to
transport them. What a fantastic team effort!
Nigel Northcott, who works at Steppin’ Stone, explained what a difference our
donations will make to the vulnerable people supported by the centre. He told
us a story about a man who was taught life skills like cooking and was helped
to make friends using social websites.
Right across the country people remembered those who had made the ultimate sacrifice in both past
and present wars, by buying and wearing red poppies. We thought it was really important to
remember those who fought for our freedom and those who are serving abroad right now. We
supported the annual poppy appeal by buying and wearing a poppy and we also took part in out
own act of remembrance—including a two minute silence on Monday 11th November at 11 o’clock.
On Friday 15th November, St Swithun’s School supported another group of people who needed our
help. The school council suggested having a BIG SWAP for Children in Need Day. The teachers
dressed up as children and we dressed up as teachers and planned lessons for our buddy classes. By
being sponsored for our efforts we raised money at the same time as having a quite a lot of fun!
— Redwood reporters Janet Stainforth and Mia Wise
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243
Hibernation places
By reading these wildlife gardening articles on an ongoing basis, I hope you are beginning to
realise that wildlife gardening isn’t about “Doing Nothing”, a popular misconception. It’s about
managing a garden sympathetically.
It doesn’t have to be untidy, and often wildlife gardening isn’t that far removed from traditional
gardening. It’s as much about breaking age-old habitats of us gardeners as it is about considering
the wildlife.
I want to focus on a simple point in this article: hibernation areas. If you follow my advice year on
year, each spring and summer you will increase the species diversity in your garden.
Don’t tidy everything away when autumn and winter arrives. In one swoop you could destroy much
of what’s been achieved. If you attract life into your garden, maintain hibernation areas, otherwise
much of what you have attracted will be destroyed, in some cases with little hope of returning the
following year.
Take a look at your borders, full of perennial plants. By all means, cut them down when flowering
is finished (leaving one or two seed heads as a food source), but leave at least 6 inches of stem.
These stems, as they dry out and become hollow, are great hidey-holes for many little beasties.
Leaving the stems also protects the crowns of your prized plants against the cold winter and
reminds you where they are. In spring, once all the little beasties have emerged, cut the remaining
stems down to the ground.
So you see, wildlife gardening and traditional gardening are quite close friends.
Happy Gardening.

Kennington Horticultural Society
December Newsletter

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

We wish all members a very happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.
Proposed Cornwall Holiday, 26th–30th June 2014. Sold Out!
If you wish to be added to the waiting list please telephone the treasurer on 326223.
Looking further ahead into 2014
Wednesday 22nd January, 7:30 pm, Village Centre: Social evening
This is a members-only event with opportunity to swap some gardening tips, have a go at the
quizzes and raffle and most important indulge in some cheese & wine! Free to members. Further
info in January Chronicle. Something to look forward to as the nights are drawing out.
Wednesday 19th February, 7:30 pm, Village Centre:
Marilyn Farr will be sharing her travel experiences with an illustrated talk on Flowers of the
Eastern Cape. One not to miss and the nights really will be drawing out! Members with disabilities
or needing transport can telephone Pat Leggett on 326403. Members £2, non-member guests £3.
Refreshments complimentary.
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Home-to-School Transport Consultation
Do you know…
Oxfordshire County Council proposes to end free school buses from Kennington
to Matthew Arnold School (MAS) as part of their county-wide cost-cutting
exercise?
If the Council Cabinet votes yes, from as early as 2017 no child living in
Kennington will be eligible for free transport to Matthew Arnold School.
This will leave up to 210 students needing to make their own way to school.
Children in receipt of free school meals would be eligible for free transport, but only to The Oxford
Academy or the two next nearest schools (not MAS). Children living three miles away from The
Oxford Academy (roughly the southern half of the village) would be eligible for free transport to
that school.
The impact on Kennington will be:
✗

Increased traffic at peak hours on congested roads, including Kennington Road, The
Avenue, and the A34

✗

A community divided by those families that can afford to pay for transport to MAS (our
designated catchment school) and those who cannot

✗

Increased transport costs for parents

✗

Negative impact on the working lives of parents, who could be required to transport their
children to school at peak times

✗

Kennington residents are set to bear the brunt of the consequences of these countywide
proposals

To Have Your Say please either complete the online questionnaire at www.j.mp/occ-hts2015 by
Friday 20th December 2013, or fill in the shortened version overleaf and post it by Wednesday
18th December 2013 in one of the collection boxes at any of:
➢

St Swithun’s School

➢

Matthew Arnold School

➢

Apple Café

➢

The Village Centre

N.B.
Selecting any of the available options in response to the questions will exacerbate the impacts listed
above. Responding with either ‘None’ or ‘Neither’ could force the council to reconsider their
proposals and place alternative solutions on the table.
Keeping schoolchildren on school buses dramatically reduces traffic on Oxfordshire’s already
congested road network, keeps children safe and residents happier.
Thank you for your support!
— Helen Forey, kenningtonsaveourschoolbuses@gmail.com
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Proposed Home to School Transport Policy 2015
All responses to be handed in by Wednesday 18th December to any of
St Swithun’s School, Matthew Arnold School, Apple Café, or The Village Centre.
A.

To which school(s) should free travel be provided?
Option A1

To the nearest available school only.
For Kennington, free transport would be provided to The Oxford Academy from the southern part of the village only. No future
applications from households in Kennington will be considered for free transport to MAS, and school coaches for ages 11–16 will
cease altogether by 2017.

Option A2

To the nearest school, adjusted to avoid splitting villages.
For Kennington, Option A2 is the same as Option A1 (as The Oxford Academy is considered the nearest school for all addresses).

Q 1. Which of these options do you prefer? (Tick preferred box)
Option A1 Option A2

None

Don’t know

Q 2. Do you have alternative suggestions?

Comment: We require transport to our catchment school. There is provision for this in the policies of other local authorities, e.g.
West Berkshire, Suffolk, Gloucestershire and East Sussex.

24

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

B.

When should the policy change be implemented?
Option B1

All children currently in Year 5 and lower to have no entitlement to free transport to secondary school. All children in
Year 6 and higher to lose their entitlement from September 2017.

Option B2

Children currently in receipt of free transport to retain it until they reach Year 11. Children not currently in receipt of free
transport to fund their own travel costs as soon as they reach Year 7.

Q 3. Which of these options do you prefer? (Tick preferred box.)
Option B1 Option B2

None

Don’t know

Q 4. Do you have alternative suggestions?

C.

Concessionary fares.
Option C1

Concessionary fares increase in September 2014 by by £277 to £541.20 for all children.

Option C2

Concessionary fares increase to £541.20 in 2014; £584.50 in 2015; £631.26 in 2016; £681.76 in 2017.

Option C3

Concessionary fares increase to £541.20 in 2014; £568.26 in 2015; £596.67 in 2016; £626.51 in 2017; £657.83 in 2018;
£690.72 in 2019.

Q 5. Which of these options do you prefer? (Tick preferred box.)
Option C1 Option C2

Option C3

None

Q 10. Where do you live?
Postcode

25

Don’t know
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Is your child 3 or 4 years old?
If your child was born between
1st September 2009 and 31st August 2010,
you need to
apply for a primary school place now.
You must apply even if your child already attends a nursery attached to the school.
Closing date: 15th January 2014
Apply on-line at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions — quick, easy, secure.
You can also use this link for senior school admissions.
For help, see the website, email admissions.schools@oxfordshire.gov.uk, or phone 01865 815175.

Santa’s Mobile Grotto…
… is coming to
Kennington Village Centre Car Park
Wednesday 18th December, 6–8 pm
£5 per child (under 8 years), including a present.
All money raised goes towards the charity.
Come along, write out your wish, and meet Santa in his Magical Mobile Grotto.
— Playbus, Registered Charity 1076728, Registered Company 03719735

Kennington Festival Group
The members who went to Banbury in the minibus on 11th November had a really
enjoyable day in spite of the rain. We thank Gus, the school caretaker, for driving
the Bus at such short notice and the School for letting him have the time to do so.
We are already planning our next trip in the Spring.
All you Ladies and Gentlemen over 60 who are at a loose end on Monday afternoons are
invited to come to any of our meetings to see what we have to offer you. You may be
surprised!
We say a sad goodbye to Lisa and Sylvia. May they Rest in Peace.
Next meetings in the Village Centre, 2–4 pm: 2nd & 16th December and 6th January
We have a band of volunteer drivers if you have mobility problems.
Wishing you all a Happy and Healthy New Year.
For more information, contact Margaret or Pete, email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com or
telephone 01865 730353.
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Parish Council Matters
December newsletter. Minutes available on-line—see page 9.
Preparations are underway for the Carols around the Tree—with the mulled wine being mulled
and the mince pies and sausage rolls ordered. The Council hopes you can come along on
Sunday 8th at 6 pm.
In last December issue of the Chronicle, the Council informed you of the waste recycling centre’s
Christmas opening hours. It was thought that this may be useful this year too. They are as follows:
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Boxing Day
Friday 27th–Monday 30th
New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Day
Thursday 2nd

8:00–15:00
Closed
Closed
8:00–17:00
8:00–15:00
Closed
Back to normal 8:00–17:00

The Parish Council considered two grant requests at its November meeting: Oxfordshire
Association for the Blind (OAB) was awarded £150, and Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens
Advice Bureau £425.
Oxfordshire Association for the Blind’s small staff team and many volunteers provide a range of
services for local blind and partially sighted people, including telephone counselling and advice
with equipment and visual aids. OAB’s new resource centre, The Campoli Centre along the
Abingdon Road, means that the local visually impaired people will be able to benefit from a range
of new services including computer courses and kitchen skills.
Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizen’s Advice Bureau provides free, confidential and independent
advice for all members of the local community. It provides drop-in, telephone and appointment
services from its premises on High Street Abingdon. The major enquiry areas remain consistent
over time with the most numerous being: welfare benefits; debt; employment; housing; and
relationships. It takes 12 months to become a Citizens Advice Adviser.
On behalf of the Parish Council I wish everyone a healthy and happy Christmas and a peaceful
New Year.
Dates of Council Meetings: December
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee Meeting
th
None in December
Thursday 12 , 7:30 pm
Tuesday 3rd, 8 pm
Parish Council 2014–2015 Budget Meeting
Thursday 5th December
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Catering Assistant required
St Swithun’s School, Grundy Crescent, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RN
We are looking for an enthusiastic, proactive and motivated person to join our busy and
friendly catering team. You will be required to assist Mrs Collins, our cook, in preparing
and delivering tasty and nutritious meals for the children.
Experience is not necessary but would be an advantage; we expect that you will have a passion for
cooking and providing healthy food. The successful candidate will receive a full induction and
training to support them in reaching their full potential.
Working hours (term-time only): 15 hours a week, although occasional flexibility will be required.
Hourly rate: £6.69.
Closing date: Tuesday 10th December 2013
For more information please contact Claire Serle, School Business Manger, on 01865 438933, or
come into school. The post will be confirmed subject to DBS clearance.

KADS News
Sadly we are unable to present a full length pantomime this year due to many of our players unable
to commit.
Instead we have devised a fun entertainment to appeal to all ages entitled, Panto-Rhyme—A
Dabble with Disney. This will include a modern version of A Xmas Carol-In Rhyme and potted
versions of Cinderella, featuring our young Kadettes and Snow White and the Poisoned Grape.
Dates and times in January (see page 19):
Friday 24th 7:30 pm
Saturday 25th 2:30 pm & 7:30 pm
Sunday 26th 2:30 pm
Tickets will be on sale from Sunday 1st December
Friday night tickets £5. Other dates £7 (£5 concessions)
Box Office 01865 739025
There will be a raffle for our chosen charity.

Luke’s Fund
We raised the magnificent sum of £1,200.
Luke and his family thank everyone who came to the Bingo on Friday 1 st November. The proceeds
will be split between the Fund and Melanie’s Ward at the JR Children’s Hospital, which has played
such an important part of Luke’s life.
The raffle prizes and donations from you, The Tandem and the Co-op were really appreciated, and
thanks to those who helped in other ways. Without all your support we could not have made it.
Wishing you all a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year.
For further information please ring Margaret 01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.
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Kennington Women’s Institute
December Newsletter
Christmas Preparations
The evening began with some discussion about events during the last month. The Winter
Warming Lunch had been enjoyable; likewise, the group meeting listening to the Midnight Tales
with Chloe; and last but not least, the Rag Rug workshop. We inspected some of the delightful rag
rugs that had been started during the workshop and they were coming along very well.
The main event of the evening was were we got busy on creating table decorations for Christmas.
Yvonne, Vivienne and Suzy had prepared a mountain of materials and somehow these were
transformed into a very respectable display of usable decorations. We all left with an arrangement
of some sort. The test of success will be how many of us have similar displays in our homes during
the Christmas period!
The next meeting will be at the Village Centre at 7 pm on Wednesday 11th December, when we
will have our Christmas Meeting and there will be entertainment with Mary Tilston.

Kennington Community Library Newsletter
Further services available online: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
Kennington Library will close for Christmas and New Year on Monday 23 rd
December at the usual time of 5:30 pm, and will reopen on Friday 3rd January at 2 pm.
The Christmas break also means extra time to watch one or more good films—two weeks for the
rental price of one! We have large choice of films at Kennington including TV series, World
Cinema, and much more on catalogue countywide. Offer available Wednesday 18th to Monday
23rd December. Please make your reservation the first week of December if you would like to
borrow before Christmas. Thank you.
Why not explore the library online during the festive season when you can’t visit us in person?
Now is the best time of year to join if you aren’t a member already. Reference Online offers free
access to a range of subscription websites, including New in 2013: Mango Languages, National
Geographic Archive, Theory Test Pro, Road to IELTS, and a lot more for you to discover. All
you need is your library membership number! www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/referenceonline
If you are lucky enough to receive an e-reader, tablet or smart-phone for Christmas, don’t forget to
combine it with the best Christmas card you can have—your Library card—and download free ebooks and audio-books from our selection. We have an instruction leaflet on how to use
OverDrive, or simply go online to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries and click on the eBooks and
eAudio link.
Last but not least we’ll have a special guest “BookStart Blue Bear” at our Christmas Rhymetime;
see page 39.
The staff at Kennington library are wishing you all a Peaceful Christmas and Happy New Year
2014!
Kennington Library, inside the Village Centre, opens Monday 2–5.30 pm, Wednesday 10 am–
12:30 pm, Friday 2–7 pm, and Saturday 10 am–1 pm.
— Mrs Dominique Henderson, 01865 730763, kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will be giving two concert performances of
Princess Ida by Gilbert & Sullivan in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on Friday 6th
& Saturday 7th December at 7:30 pm.
There will be a star-studied cast with Trevor Cowlett conducting. The collection will be for Action
for Children. Seating is limited to 75 at each performance, so come in good time for a seat.
It will be an evening of music, sparkle and fun for all the family. Don’t miss it! All further details
can be found on the Choirs’ website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk. Read all about us there.
The Choirs’ performance of Handel’s Messiah in the Holywell Music Room in Oxford at the
beginning of November raised the splendid total of over £2,500 for the Urological Department of
the Churchill Hospital.
It was a splendid afternoon with a huge body of singers. The choir was in great form and the
soloists were more than excellent as always. The hall was full.
Trevor Cowlett thanks all those who took part and all those who gave so very generously. This was
part of our 40th anniversary celebrations.
A small group of choir members will be singing Christmas Carols in the Westgate Shopping
Centre in Oxford on Friday 13 th December, 2–4 pm in aid of Save the Children. Why not
come and join us if you are in Oxford that day!

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
St Swithun’s School—I have had reports that the situation in the
area immediate to the school has grown worse. This comes in the
form of inconsiderate positioning and a few aggressive altercations.
Obviously, aggressive incidents will not be tolerated from parents
OR residents and reports of these will be dealt with seriously. We are all aware that it is not an ideal
situation but it is manageable with a little patience, common sense and consideration.
I will be working more visibly in the coming weeks to reinforce the system we have in place and
educate those who are unfamiliar with how we do things or those who are inconsiderate.
A further request has been put in to repaint the double yellow lines on Kennington Road which
cover the shops. This has been acknowledged and is on the system. Unfortunately we cannot
provide a time scale for this, but I feel a fresh coat of paint will be welcome to make it perfectly
clear to motorists where they cannot park, and—yes!—enforcement of these shiny new lines will be
stepped up in case some people still don’t get the message.
Next Have Your Say in Kennington Youth Club: Sunday 1st December, 2–3 pm.
PCSO Adi Wright C9577
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington and Radley)
Non-emergency telephone: dial 101
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Crime Stoppers
0800 555 111
www.crimestoppers-uk.org
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Kennington Link WI
December Newsletter
An impressive array of hand-made lace was on display as Christine Lardner
began her talk on lace-making. This craft was believed to have been brought to
England by refugees who settled in areas around Honington and Nottingham, where
wives of agricultural workers worked at the lace and created cottage industries. We heard
that special schools were set up to teach children the art of lace-making but these were extremely
strict and seemingly cruel places. After returning home from school the children would continue
making lace well into the evening but no fires could be lit for fear they might sully the lace, and all
work was carried out by candlelight.
Childhood was harsh for the young lace-makers, so we were pleased to leave all thoughts of this
sad period behind and turn our attention to the speaker’s magnificent collection of bobbins. Each
one of these bobbins was a work of art; they mostly contained small messages and all were very
attractively decorated. Christine demonstrated different stitches used for the lace, and it was a
pleasure to see the traditional craft still being carried out. Pieces of her work are to be exhibited at
Waddesdon Manor next year so we felt honoured to have watched such a gifted lace-maker at work.
Business Matters and Correspondence: We were saddened to hear of the death of Lisa Clements,
a cheerful, friendly lady and a former member of our Institute. We congratulate Christine
Ravenscroft whose photograph was printed on the cover of this month’s News & Views. Next
month members will be asked to pay £1 towards Christmas refreshments; the contribution will be
sent to Denman as a contribution to their heating system. A reminder was given that there will be a
Sales Table next month. A letter of thanks from the Kennington Chronicle had been received in
appreciation of our recent donation.
On a bright autumnal day during November members also met for a tasty lunch at The Tandem and
we thank the staff for making our visit a very enjoyable occasion.
The next meeting will be on 4th December when Liz Woolley will speak on “Children’s
Experiences”. Please don’t forget the SALES TABLE: all contributions will be greatly appreciated.

Headway Oxfordshire
Thank you to all who came and supported Headway Oxfordshire at our Quiz Night
on Friday 15th November. Details of amount raised will be published in due course.
We express our gratitude to everyone who volunteered their time and contributed
raffle prizes, which helped to make it a fun evening.

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-yous and bereavements. Please keep
notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 47).
Lisa Clements
Lisa passed away on 30th October after a nine-month illness. She was buried in Sandford Lane
cemetery on 13th November following the service led by Pam McKellen in St Swithun’s. Thank you
all for the support received from so many in Kennington.
— Frank Wolff
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Rhymetime
Wednesday 18th, 10:45–11:15 am — Christmas Party for Under 5s
Please book now and collect your free ticket to join us for a Rhymetime
Christmas Special, and sing along to carols in both English and French!

Sponsored by the Friends of Kennington Library (page 10).
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.

Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F)

Kennington Village

The bright side of Fairtrade chocolate — www.fairtrade.org.uk
Christmas is the time of year when we tend to focus more than usual
on our children’s happiness. We put an incredible amount of thought
and energy into choosing the gifts which we hope will bring a smile to
their faces. We lovingly stock up on favourite foods and chocolates to
make the celebration extra special.

www.fairtrade.org.uk

Chocolate is one of West Africa’s main industries, with more than 1½ million small farms and
plantations dotting the region. This extremely hazardous work uses machetes as the main tool, with
unregulated toxic pesticides in constant use.
About 10 years ago, word filtered out that children as young as 10 were employed on cocoa farms.
A 2009 report found that 15% of children reported forced or involuntary work, with more than half
sustaining work injuries. Police raids rescued scores of children who had been smuggled into the
Ivory Coast from neighbouring countries. The children told authorities they were forced to work for
long hours without pay and were not free to leave.
Source: www.jweekly.com: “A not-so-sweet story: Fair Trade Judaica founder exposing ‘dark side’
of chocolate.”
None of us would ever accept that kind of treatment of our own children. And through our choices
as consumers we have the power to stop this happening to others. Although nowadays most global
chocolate companies have signed an international protocol that bans child labour, enforcement is
spotty.
Thankfully, there are several Fairtrade chocolate companies that buy cocoa harvested in a strictly
ethical manner.
So by looking out for the Fairtrade label this Christmas, we all have the choice to make it extra
special not only for our own children, but for many others the world over.
— Rémi Preghenella
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10 th
of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 145×100 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News
not Views. Submissions to include the name and contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.
Badminton
Kennington Walks
Apple Café

Village Centre
Village Centre Car Park
St Swithun’s Church Hall

Regular events
Mondays, 8:30–10:30 pm
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm

Erratum: Last month we incorrectly advertised the Christmas Carols as Sunday 1st December.
The Christmas Carols will be held on Sunday 8th December, 6 pm at the War Memorial. Sorry!
December 2013
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
10
11
12
14

A United Advent Carol Service
Festival Group
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Meeting: Budget

Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church Hall
Village Centre

6:30 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm
2:15 pm
7:30 pm

Princess Ida by Gilbert & Sullivan

Methodist Church Hall

7:30 pm

Carols Around the Christmas Tree
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh: The Ship Band

War Memorial
Methodist Church Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
Methodist Church
Methodist Church

6 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
10:30 am
3 pm
9:30 am

Sun

15 Service

Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Methodist Hall
Village Centre

10–11 am
8 pm
7:30 pm
10 am
10:30 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
7:45 pm
8 pm

Festival Group
Kennington History Society
Wed 18 Short Informal Service
Tue 24 Christmas Eve Communion
Wed 25 Christmas Morning Service
Mon 16

January 2014
Sat
4 Parish Office
Tue
7 Parish Council Planning
Thu
9 Parish Council Meeting
Tue 14 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Wed 15 Short Informal Service
Sun

19 Service

Mon 20 Kennington History Society
Tue 28 Parish Council Planning

Are you an artist or photographer? Would you like to see your image on the cover of
the Kennington Chronicle? Contact the Editor (page 47)
47) if you have something to share!

Index of Contents: page 3.
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Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 47.
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