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The wise men would have had a long, tedious and challenging journey that led them to the infant
Jesus. Many of their questions would be satisfied as they found him and knelt and worshipped him,
offering their gifts. But maybe as they travelled home they realised that the discovery of the Christ
child would lead on to more thinking and more exploration…
The Christmas season points to the light of the World coming in to the darkness and reminds us of
people looking for the light, watching the signs and longing to see the one who will be Immanuel,
God with us, the Saviour of the world.
Today, many of us question and search for the light that will make sense of all that goes on in our
complicated and often challenging lives. And we go on searching… We read, think, talk to friends,
and try to solve the puzzles. Church or home groups help us look in different ways at the basics of
the Christian faith. Good discussion where you can express anything (!) stretches us. We tease out
questions and identify more!
We still go on searching. We don’t always find the answers we expect, but following the clues and
signs leads us on to a greater understanding of ourselves and God whom we seek. And we begin to
see in new ways that the hard questions lie together with flashes of light and love and
understanding.
The Parrot fish lives in the coral reefs of the Caribbean. Its diet consists primarily of algae extracted
from chunks of coral ripped from a reef. The coral is pulverized by the grinding teeth in the fishes’
throats in order to get to the algae-filled polyps inside. Much of the very fine and beautiful white
sand we find on the beaches of coral islands is actually the ground-up, undigested coral they
excrete. And seeds, plants, trees and birds grow on it and a whole new creation comes into being…
In the same way, our journeys involve digesting information and experiences: the joyful and the
difficult, the questions and imponderables, but as we move on we discover it has been fruitful and
we have discovered more of the God we seek. We discover his faithfulness and goodness, and that
he grows new things out of the mistakes, wrecks, sorrows and undigested things we leave behind.
At the beginning of a new year as we appreciate the increase of light each day, let’s keep on, on our
journey of faith, seeking to know more of the Light of the World. As T S Eliot so eloquently points
out, the only way to learn about life (or faith) is by exploring. Finding meaning is not always easy,
but here, as always, it remains the reward for the toil of the explorer.
We shall not cease from exploration
and the end of all our exploring
will be to arrive where we started
and know the place for the first time.
— T S Eliot, Little Gidding
I hope that 2014 is a year of exploration and discovery and much joy for you. Happy New Year!
— Pam McKellen, Vicar of Kennington, Radley and Sunningwell
3

Services in January
Sun 5th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Evening Service

Sun 19th 9:30 am Messy Church
6:30 pm Evening Service

Sun 12th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Evening Service

Sun 26th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Evening Service

Every Thursday: Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Messy Church at St Swithun’s. We are now holding Messy Church on the third
Sunday of each month. We open the doors at 9:30 am, and there is a variety of
breakfasts available including croissants and coffee. There is something for adults and
children of all ages to enjoy. We use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories and to
reflect a God of creativity. Towards the end there is a short time of worship together,
which usually finishes just before 11:00 am. If you want to know more, come along and sample it!
You would be very welcome. Messy Church began in Portsmouth in 2004 and since then thousands
of other churches throughout the world have enjoyed it. It’s fun!
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road
01865 763676
Headington
Oxford
Email:
OX3 8AX
minister@limewalk.org.uk
You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN JANUARY
5th 10:30 am We welcome Rachel Norman, from Botley, to lead our Morning Worship.
12th 10:45 am Communion Service led by the Rev John Rowland. This is our annual Covenant
Service, when we renew our promises to follow Christ in our lives.
th
19 10:30 am Morning Worship will be led by Simeon Mitchell, from Wesley Memorial
Church, Oxford.
th
26 10:30 am Our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, will lead our Morning Worship.
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18 th–25th January 2014): During this particular week the
three Kennington churches will share together in worship and fellowship using the material
produced by Church Together in Britain and Ireland.
Monday 20th 6:30 pm Mass at the Good Shepherd Church
Thursday 23rd 10:30 am Communion Service at St Swithun’s Church.
Sunday 26th 3:00 pm Ecumenical Service at the Methodist Church led by the Rev Rosemary
Davies and involving representatives from all 3 churches.
Refreshments will be served afterwards.
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MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
During this special week, the Ecumenical Study Group will meet at 69 Upper Road on Tuesday
21st January at 2:30 pm. All are welcome.
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge is held on the third Wednesday of the month and is
very informal in its style. We usually begin with a hymn and then read from the Bible and see how
its message can apply to our day-to-day life. We then offer prayer for our local community and our
world. Our first meeting of 2014 takes place on Wednesday 15th January at 10:30 am for 30
minutes. Do come and join the residents—all are welcome.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 6th January at the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
Come along and join the services held on Sunday 19th.
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Persons Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House
The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.
COFFEE MORNING
Tuesday 14th: Coffee Morning in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring & Buy
Stalls available. Enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The December Coffee Morning
raised £159.00. Our February Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 11 th February at
10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
5
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Perhaps the modern world’s most tragic anniversary
On 28th July this year it will be the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the Great War, later known
as the First World War. The spark that ignited this extremely bloody war took place just a month
earlier at 11:15 am on 28th June 1914, in the Bosnian capital, Sarajevo, when Austria’s Archduke
Francis Ferdinand and his wife Sophie, duchess of Hohenberg, were shot dead by a Bosnian Serb,
Gavrilo Princip.
This incident was to escalate into an international conflict that between 1914 and 1918 embroiled
most of the nations of Europe along with Russia, the United States, the Middle East, and other
regions. The war pitted the Central Powers, mainly Germany, Austria-Hungary and Turkey, against
the Allies, mainly France, Great Britain, Russia, Italy, Japan, and, from 1917, the United States, and
ended with the defeat of the Central Powers. The First World
War was virtually unprecedented in its slaughter and carnage
resulting in a huge loss of life, but with little ground ever lost
or won. Fought mostly by soldiers in trenches, First World
War saw an estimated 10 million military deaths and another
20 million wounded. While many hoped it would be ‘the war
to end all wars’ in actuality, the concluding peace treaty was
to set the stage for the Second World War.
You may ask, should we commemorate such a terrible event?
Readers will be aware that the First World War was probably
this country’s greatest human tragedy, bringing stress and
grief to most families in the land. Yet with its lasting effect on
the very structure of the country, it is also true to say that it is the event that made modern Britain.
Britain had begun the war as the greatest power on earth and ended it bankrupt, its empire on the
edge of extinction. Not to acknowledge this conflict’s significance would be unthinkable.
At the beginning of hostilities, as the German troops moved south into Belgium and then France,
the French and British troops moved north to meet them. The massive armies met each other in a
stalemate. By September 1914, neither side could force the other to move, so each side began to dig
trenches. For the next four years, the troops would fight over these trenches. Churchill’s strategy in
1915 of attacking Germany’s ally, Turkey, at Gallipoli in an effort to relieve the pressure on the
Western Front and break the stalemate was imaginative, but it turned into the most bloody and
mismanaged episode of the whole war. Nearly 30,000 British men died there, including my wife
Carole’s Grandfather.
Commonwealth Forces suffered a total of 1,146,918 war dead, of which 704,208 were British, an
incredible 1.53% of the country’s population. Of these casualties, only 587,683 are ‘identified
burials’. The remainder, almost half of the total, have no known graves.
Locally, casualty figures were even more tragically significant. In 1918 Kennington’s population
was only just over 300, therefore the loss of the 12 brave young men, whose names are recorded on
our War Memorial, represented 4% of the village’s population.
In concluding our thoughts on the horrors and significance of the First World War, it is perhaps
appropriate to revisit the words of King George V used in Flanders in 1922.
We can truly say the whole circuit of the earth is girdled with the graves of our dead and,
in the course of my pilgrimage, I have many times asked myself whether there can be
more potent advocates of peace upon earth through the years to come than this massed
multitude of silent witnesses to the desolation of war.
— George Ross
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St Swithun’s CE Primary School
The run-up to Christmas is always busy in school, but staff in our Early Years Unit
found time to enable the children in our nursery and reception classes to enjoy a visit
from a resident artist, as you will see from their report. They were also joined at various
times by children from Kennington Playgroup and other local preschool settings.
At the end of last term, we were treated to two Christmas productions. Our youngest children, in
Saplings, performed a lovely play based on the classic poem ’Twas the Night before Christmas.
Then it was the turn of the infants, with their production, A Midwife’s Crisis. Both of our Christmas
plays reminded us of the real meaning of Christmas for Christians all around the world.
At a time when most of us are lucky to have so much, we were keen to support those who are less
fortunate. The children on the School Council thought carefully about which charities to support
with the proceeds of the collections that were taken at our plays and the juniors’ carol services.
They decided to split the proceeds between the disaster relief fund for those affected by the typhoon
in the Philippines and Nalinaibi Primary School in Uganda, which is our partner school through the
local charity Lunch4Learning.
As we start 2014, we are looking forward to new topics and lots of new and exciting learning
opportunities. We are beginning with a week focusing on Uganda, aiming to learn more about the
country and develop our partnership with Nalinaibi School. The children will be writing letters to
the children there, telling them about our school, our village and life in the UK. They will also be
asking about life in Uganda and making friendship bracelets to send to the children at Nalinaibi.
This will be a great start to our new term, and, we hope, a developing partnership with a school in
Africa.
From all of us at St Swithun’s School, we wish all Chronicle readers a very happy New Year.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
Report from Sapling Class
This term the children in Saplings have been working with Steve Empson, an
artist who specialises in working with clay. Steve simply uses four blocks of
clay, a bottle of water and the children’s imaginations to take them on an
exploration of the endless possibilities of the clay. There was no end product to
the children’s work; the children learnt that the story of the clay was more
important that having something permanent at the end of the session.
Quotes from children whilst exploring the clay:
It is my birthday and I have five candles on my cake. Beth (age 4)
I went skating in the clay. Claudia (age 4)
The clay is slimy. Giovanna (age 3)
There is a duck in the nest and it is trying to eat a strawberry. Poppy (age 4)
This is my strawberry cake. I can poke holes in it with the sticks. Lily (age 4)

KADS update—Panto Rhyme
Why not come along to our January show and beat that post festive feeling! — see page 14.
We have Ebenezer Scrooge, Cinderella and Snow White and the dwarves (with a difference) as well
as Wendy Melson Dancers to entertain you.
Don’t be put off by the title—it is certainly not all in rhyme!
Friday 24th–Sunday 26th January. Matinees on 25th & 26th at 2:30. Evening performances at
7:30 pm. Tickets £7 adults, £5 concession. All seats £5 ON 24th. Box Office 01865 739025.
8
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How to get rid of your old Christmas tree
Biffa, on behalf of the Vale of White Horse, will collect old Christmas trees on Thursday 16th
January from the car parks of the playing fields of both Forest Side and Playfield Road.

Kennington Overseas Aid
As we hurtle towards the end of 2013, KOA has been looking back over an action-packed
year, in which we received the support of a number of locally-based celebrities. See
page 38 for pictures of our various events that raised money for this year’s project, the
Children’s Radio Foundation.
News of a past project: Looking further back, we received news of a charity that we have
supported in the past. In 2009 KOA supported Cecily’s Fund, which operates in Zambia. The
money raised was used to help train school leavers as ‘Peer Health Educators’, who would work in
schools to help reduce the risk of HIV. This year Cecily’s Fund has been celebrating its 15 th
anniversary, and held a reception to mark this, at which KOA was thanked publicly for the
wonderful support given by the people of Kennington.
You can find more information about Cecily’s Fund, and the story of one such Peer Educator,
online at www.j.mp/2013-peer.
Proposals for 2014: At 8 pm on Thursday 16th January we will hold our Selection Meeting in St
Swithun’s Church Hall to choose our charity for 2014. Anyone resident in Kennington may attend
that meeting and vote. The three projects proposed are:
1. The Nasio Trust. This organisation supports orphans and vulnerable children in Western
Kenya. The project for which it seeks funding aims to develop the production of spirulina, a
fast-growing blue-green algae which has the highest protein content of any natural food
(55–70%). When processed, it provides a comprehensive, cost-effective solution to
malnutrition, and has many health benefits, especially for HIV/AIDS children.
2. Landmine Disability Support works with people in Cambodia disabled as a result of both
landmine explosions and disease. If funded, this project will be able to provide training for
the disabled in basic health and life-skills; animal husbandry and poultry rearing; rice and
vegetable growing; self-help group formation; basic business and management; and basic
computer and English language skills.
3. The VIVA Street Children Programme in Bolivia supports such children in shelters, and
where possible attempts to reintegrate them with their families. The shelters are in need of
refurbishment and the provision of facilities for doing schoolwork, books for their libraries,
dry goods for making nutritious meals, and computer equipment and software licences to
develop virtual libraries.
You can find out more about all of these proposals at www.koa.org.uk, or ring one of the numbers
below for a printed copy. If you cannot come to the meeting, you can still send a vote for your
favoured project either by post to Halcyon Leonard, 40a Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, Oxford,
OX1 5LY, or the KOA Honorary Secretary, Rebecca Allison, at rebecca@montane.myzen.co.uk.
So, make it your New Year Resolution to get involved and cast your vote!
Chair: Halcyon Leonard (452783)

www.koa.org.uk

Vice-Chair: Marilyn Farr (326519)
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Parish Council Matters
January newsletter. Minutes available on-line—see page 41.
The Council hopes that everyone had a lovely Christmas, which started for a number of residents
when they joined in with Carols around the Tree, followed by mulled wine and mince pies in St
Swithun’s Church on Sunday 8th December.
The Chairman is pleased to report that Father Christmas collected £200 during the carols for this
year’s charity, Headway. A cheque was presented by the Chairman during the following week.
Here we are at the start of another year with another Christmas tree to dispose of. Biffa, on behalf
of Vale of White Horse District Council, has arranged to collect trees. See page 11 for details.
There was more fly-tipping at Forest Side playing field car park in November. This was reported to
the Environmental officer of the Vale of White Horse District Council, who is investigating this
incident with a hope of prosecution.
The Parish Council had a further meeting regarding the continued fly-tipping issues surrounding
Red Bridge Hollow, with all three Councils (the City, District and County) attending together with
the South Hinksey Parish Chairperson. The Vale of White Horse District Council has removed the
steel mesh panels from the front of the site.
The Road Safety Engineering Team of the Oxfordshire County Council is investigating extending
the 30mph speed limit at the end of the village near Saïd Business School.
By the time you read this, the Vale of White Horse District Council should have produced an
Implementation Plan for the Red Bridge Hollow site. A further meeting is planned for February,
with both Parish Councils continuing their pressure, and will report any further actions carried out.
Dates of Council Meetings: January
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee Meeting
Saturday 4th, 10–11 am
Thursday 9th, 7:30 pm
Tuesdays 7th & 28th, 8 pm
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ

Rhymetime
Change of date: Monday 13th, 2:15–2:45 pm
Dominique and Isobel welcome all the young families with babies
and toddlers under 5 years old to sing along with them.
Free—but please book your place with the library.
Free refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.
12
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Christmas Carols around the Tree
With an excellent turnout, everyone enjoyed the Christmas Carols around the Tree on Sunday 8 th
December, including the mulled wine, sausage rolls and mince pies in the Church afterwards.
Donations totalled £200, which was given to Headway.
Thanks to Kennington Band for playing the carols, and to all the helpers who made the evening
possible.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243
Link your gardens together
This month we have a brief wildlife gardening article, but with a clear message.
Last week I was working in a garden when I saw over in the neighbouring garden the home-owner
was digging up his entire 100 foot mixed native hedge. Doing this in autumn with all the berries
and hibernation areas, you can imagine my horror.
Over a period of time, the garden in question has been cleared of all life and all that remains of a
once-abundant habitat is a lush lawn (void of weeds) surrounded by close board fencing.
When I leant over the fence and advised that autumn wasn’t probably the most advisable season to
do this with wildlife in mind, and that did he really need to clear the entire hedge line as diversity is
the name of the game.
The response was, “Oh, I can’t be bothered with gardening. I’m going to dig the lawn up too, and
put an artificial one down. Anyway the wildlife will look after itself, there are plenty of other
gardens around.”
Now, my take on this is that wildlife shouldn’t have to adapt just because we decide to leave
carnage in our garden. Many people are doing the same in their gardens, so where does the wildlife
have left to go?
What this gardener failed to realise was this was the last mixed hedge in his area—so he was
removing the last and only resting place for wildlife that only uses native hedges.
Remember I said that many insects are host specific. Just because they are in one type of hedge,
doesn’t mean they can quickly adapt to another type.
Lastly, wildlife uses hedges linking many gardens as navigation highways, linking communities
together. When removing a hedge or a stand of trees, stand back and see if you are clearing a void
in these highways that intersect your area.
You could be isolating a population of insects that can’t navigate around, which ultimately can
cause local extinction if the clearance is on a large scale.
Next time you are gardening, tidying or clearing, look at the bigger picture, observe what you
would be affecting, and consider the impact.
Happy gardening!
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Kennington History Society
Every so often the History Society has a truly exceptional talk, and the November Meeting was
such. You would have to say that title of Local Historian Liz Woolley’s illustrated talk ‘The Late
Victorian and Edwardian Industrial Buildings of Oxford’ gave no clue to the treat this event was
to be. Liz has spoken to the Society several times before and her contributions have always been of
a high standard but this talk was perhaps her best. Most people know all about Oxford’s famous
historic university buildings but Liz introduced us to a very different Oxford, highlighting the
buildings that originally housed the City’s early utilities, that of the Gas Works, the Electricity
Generation, and the Water Works. She added the sites of Oxford’s many Breweries together with
other prominent buildings used by many diverse industries, including of course the early factory of
the famous pioneer of the car industry, William Morris.
As we go to press Members are looking forward to something new, a ‘Book Browse’ , when
Graham Kirby ACIB will bring three crates of books recommended for researching and recalling
Local and General History. This event is a bit of a departure for the Society, but given the season
it should be interesting to see a good selection of useful books that could make appropriate
Christmas presents. Report next month.
‘this month’
The first event of the 2014 Season will be held on Monday 20th
January at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church when popular previous
speaker, Martin Way, will give an illustrated talk entitled ‘Britain
Under the Eagles’: The Story of Roman Britain.
‘next month’
The next event will be the Society’s Annual General Meeting, which will be on
Monday 16th February starting at 7:45 pm. The formal part the Meeting will be followed by a
Members’ Evening when any Member can give a short talk on anything of an historic nature. If
you are interested in participating please contact the Chairman.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2.50.
By the time you read this, Members should have received their copy of Times Past, the Society’s
Newsletter. Enclosed will be copy of the Programme for 2014 and details of how to pay Annual
Subscriptions, which are due on 1st January 2014.
— George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-yous and bereavements. Please keep
notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 47).
Sylvia Davis
Many will have encountered the delights of Sylvia’s cheery greetings as she lived,
supported and involved herself in the life of Kennington Village, St Swithun’s
Church, and beyond! Sadly she passed away aged 93 on 10 th November, surrounded
by her loving family, having lived independently until a short illness in the JR.
On 28th November, Rev Pam McKellen took a colourful, joyous celebration of a lady
who lived her life fully. The Davis Family thanks everyone for joining us and
reaffirming her greatness, especially her church family for their love and support, and
the wonderful staff at the John Radcliffe and Abingdon Community Hospital for their
tender care.
— Sue Davis
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Is your child 3 or 4 years old?
If your child was born between 1st September 2009 and 31st August 2010,
you need to apply for a primary school place now.
You must apply even if your child already attends a nursery attached to the school.
Closing date: Wednesday 15th January 2014
Apply on-line at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions — quick, easy, secure.
You can also use this link for senior school admissions.
For help, see the website, email admissions.schools@oxfordshire.gov.uk, or phone 01865 815175.

The Friends of Kennington Library—Let’s Connect!
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Monday 13th January, 7:30 pm, Village Hall upstairs
A new evening venture for all those who love reading, and would like to support
Kennington Library. Bring a bottle– nibbles provided. Kennington author Mary
Cavanagh will give a lively interactive talk about how she creates her ‘larger-thanlife’ characters and story lines. Entitled People Who Mess Up Their Lives, she will
discuss how she tries to make her cast entertain and hold your interest until the last
word.
To encourage readers to wider range of reading material, we are introducing a
feature whereby the audience members exchange and discuss their favourite ‘Desert
Island Books’. Come armed with some of your recommendations!
Kennington Library needs YOU!
Please support your local library by becoming a Friend. Even if you don’t use the library, or have
no time to read, your support is urgently required to maintain the facilities for those who do,
especially the children of the village.
Your strong local support and action led by The Friends of Kennington Library saved our library
from closure but, in 2015, the cuts to services will be implemented and our ‘Community’ library
will have to be maintained by fund-raising and volunteering. The Friends are in negotiation with
the Council and making plans to sustain the library, but they need your help.
It only costs £3 a year per person, or £5 per family, to become a Friend, and you will be doing your
community an enormous service. We would love you to make a standing order and it can be for
more than £3!
Look in at the library for a diary of dates when the Friends will collect membership. There is a
provisional diary for 2014. If you can’t make any of those times, please post your details in the
available box.
A date for your diary: Saturday 15th March from 7 pm for fun and fund-raising.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

Secretary: Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F)

Kennington Village

www.fairtrade.org.uk
Meet Foncho
Foncho is the Columbian banana farmer at the centre of the Fairtrade
Foundation’s 2014 campaign. Like many of his colleagues, he
www.fairtrade.org.uk
produces bananas for the UK market. Whilst only 1 in 3 bananas sold
in the UK is fairly traded, Foncho is fortunate enough to belong to a Fairtrade scheme.
Commanding a decent minimum price means that he is able not only to educate his children and
reinvest in his business, but also gives him the freedom to do without the harmful pesticides that
farmers often have to use in order to protect their otherwise vulnerable livelihoods.
This year, as you have guessed, the spotlight is on the banana industry.
Did you know… In the last ten years the supermarket sector has almost halved the price of loose
bananas whilst the cost of producing them has doubled.
Why?
Bananas are a leading product in British supermarkets and competition is fierce. Large retailers
therefore seek to attract and retain customers by fixing the lowest possible price on bananas. This
however has disastrous consequences for the people producing them. The price third-world farmers
are being offered doesn’t cover even their basic production costs, which have, along with shipping
costs, risen by over 200% in the last year. Although belonging to a Fairtrade scheme gives
producers a certain level of protection from the brutal price war raging on our European markets,
tragically, choosing Fairtrade isn’t always enough as supermarkets use the same harsh bargaining
approach on their Fairtrade suppliers as they do on others.
This is what the Fairtrade Foundation is keen to expose in its 2014 campaign. To know more about
how to “Stick With Foncho”, come to the K4F annual event on the afternoon of Saturday 29 th
March.
— Rémi Preghenella

Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 21st January at 2:30 pm at 69 Upper Road.
All are welcome to this friendly meeting.

Kennington Horticultural Society
January Newsletter
We wish all our members a very happy New Year.

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Early New Year events
Wednesday 22nd January, 7:30 pm, Village Centre: Social evening: This is a members-only
event with the opportunity to swap some gardening tips, have a go at the quizzes and raffle and
most important indulge in some cheese & wine! Free to members.
Wednesday 19th February, 7:30 pm, Village Centre: Marilyn Farr will share her travel
experiences with an illustrated talk on Flowers of the Eastern Cape. One not to miss! Members with
disabilities and needing transport can telephone Pat Leggett on 01865 326403. Members £2. Nonmember guests £3. Refreshments complimentary.
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The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk
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Find more at www.applecafe.co.uk
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Kennington Women’s Institute
January Newsletter
December was the Christmas meeting. After a little business we enjoyed a pleasant evening helped
along with some cheese, goodies and wine. There was entertainment with some poems, including
one kindly sent by Anne Feather, so her mother Kay Thomas was fondly remembered, and we
benefited from the sleepless nights of Yvonne Enock, with poems about an unsure Christmas tree
and a reluctant dieter.
After this we ‘had a go’ at some carols, ably led by Mary Tilston on the piano. The proceeds of the
sales table and raffle will go to Kennington Playgroup. We will need to wait and see the total of that
donation.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 8th January when we will hear about the Mitford Sisters with
Gillian Cane at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre. New members welcome.

Weekend Caretaker vacancy
Vacancy for Weekend Caretaker at the Village Hall
Salary around £1,600 per annum.
Contact Peter Biggs on 01865 730353 for more details.

Short Walks in Kennington
Boost your confidence, improve your mental and physical health, and make new friends,
all by going for a short walk!
Walking is especially good for people who are coping with a long-term health
condition when getting out can become even more difficult. Perhaps you know someone who is no
longer sure how far they can walk and is worried about risking a fall and making things worse.
They may be feeling isolated and bored.
Making those first steps to getting out and feeling well again is a big challenge—as big as
training for a marathon. Research shows that many long term health conditions improve with gentle
exercise, which is why Ramblers and Macmillan Cancer Support have teamed up with many local
volunteers nationwide through Walking for Health to deliver short walks in their communities.
There have been Health Walks for the last ten years in Kennington. Many people have joined
and benefited in all sorts of ways.
Rosemary Aldgate from Kennington Strollers explains: “We hope to encourage people to get back
into walking for exercise. A Health Walk is a short purposeful walk between 30 minutes and one
hour. Walking is possibly the perfect exercise; giving so many benefits to health and well-being—
and it’s free!”
To sustain these short strolls over the longer term, and to continue to increase people’s activity
levels, Health Walks need supportive volunteers who are willing to help with the walks. This
could either be as a Walk Leader, who decides the route taken, or as a Walking Assistant, willing to
walk alongside a new walker at their gentle pace. You need not be especially fit; in fact it helps if
you have personal experience of managing a long term health condition and appreciate the impact
that it can have on your life. There is a one-day training course available to help new Walk Leaders
understand their role.
If you would enjoy a gentle stroll or want to help provide support for short health walks please
contact Rosemary Aldgate of Kennington Strollers, rosemary@gardneraldgate.demon.co.uk or
01865 735419.
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British legion poppy appeal 2013
The result of this year’s Poppy Appeal is now in.
The total is a little down on 2012. This is almost wholly because there were no service personnel at
this year’s Remembrance Service—they were asked but because of service commitments could not
attend.
However, it was an excellent total at £3,948.38 (compared to £4,093.38 for last year). So, thank you
indeed to all the poppy sellers, including the volunteers who took the place of those who have had
to hang up their poppy trays! A big thank you to all who gave so generously.
Special thanks too go to Sheila and Michael Prior, who have organised the south end of Kennington
since 1998. They are now retiring from this but have recruited new organisers for 2014 in Suzzanne
and Kerry Bunt, who are not new to the village having lived here for 26 years. Kerry is highly
committed to this appeal through his service and fire service background.
A satisfying end to the poppy season.
— Barbara Boyne and Sheila and Michael Prior

Kennington Link WI
January Newsletter
We met in December to hear Liz Woolley speak about Children’s Experiences of
the Second World War in Oxfordshire. Many of our members could remember the
war years, so memories soon came flooding back—gas masks, blackouts, food
shortages, air-raid shelters—children took all these things for granted. Although Oxford mainly
escaped the bombing, there was a large military involvement and plenty of noise from aircraft
flying overhead. We learnt that Oxfordshire had 27 wartime aerodromes and saw pictures of Witney
after two bombs had been dropped on the town, destroying several houses. Collecting salvage and
potato-picking were well remembered but we were surprised to hear that some children acted as
runners for the Police and Secret Services. One boy who used roller skates was allowed extra
money for the rubber on his wheels. Most evacuees were welcomed into families but some had a
very rough time and it was particularly sad to hear of hostels being set up especially for problem
children.
After the official talk members were encouraged to share their own wartime experiences. These
included some cheerful memories and the beginning of lifelong friendships, which brought our
thoughts of WWII to a satisfying end.
Business Matters and reminders: Envelopes for the 2014 January subscriptions were handed
out. We are asked to bring the 2014 Resolution Selection Form (from the December issue of WI
Life) to the January meeting. Sunningwell and Bayworth WI have invited our members to their
meeting on 9th January.
The Sales Table, presided over by Jean Perella and Vera Fanning, was popular and well supported.
There was time for a leisurely chat as we enjoyed our seasonal refreshments. Finally the President
brought the meeting to a close by wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas and New Year.

The next meeting will be on 8th January. This will be a Members’ Meeting, and we look
forward to an interesting afternoon.
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Kennington Festival Group
Well, another year has ended, and we look forward to 2014 and hopefully lots of new
members to join our happy band. There is always something to laugh about. We have
had our sad moments when one of our friends has left us but we have fond memories of
all of them. The members and visitors have enjoyed the meetings. Those who have been unable to
get to them, for one reason or another, say how much they miss coming.
We had four lunches, four special teas, a mini sale and two trips out in the Bus4Us, with more
planned for the coming year.
We take this opportunity to thank all those businesses, community groups and individuals who have
supported us by giving donations and raffle prizes over the year. They are greatly appreciated.
What would we do without our band of volunteer drivers? They give up their time to transport
those who find it difficult to get to the village centre. They are all cheerful and friendly; our
wholehearted thanks go to them and our two minibus drivers.
Again, thank you to Margaret our tea lady, and Pam who creates such wonderful pudding for us.
Please feel free to call in any Monday afternoon to see us. If you are a bit ‘shy’, for want of a better
word, about coming in by yourself, just give Margaret a ring and she will come and meet you and
have a chat about it.
The next meetings in the Village Centre are on Mondays 6th & 20th January and 3rd February.
For any more information please ring Margaret or Peter on 01865 730353 and please leave a
message with your name and telephone number if the answer phone cuts in, or send us an email on
mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.
Wishing you all a Happy and Healthy New Year.

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Choirs had a magnificent session of four performances of Princess Ida by Gilbert & Sullivan
at the end of November and the beginning of December. The two performances in Kennington were
full, and the music and the story were greatly appreciated. Men dressed as women trying to climb
the walls into a women’s college brought the house down. The choir was great and our 11 principal
singers really did us proud. The two Kennington concerts produced just under £1,200 in hard cash
in the collection plates. There was a further anonymous gift of £1,000 plus Gift Aid. So Action for
Children’s two projects in south Abingdon and Besselsleigh will actually receive over £2,500. This
will be divided between them and provide extra Christmas food and presents for them.
The concert in Witney raised £600 for Christian Aid’s appeal for the Philippine Disaster Fund, and
the Oxsrad performance was able to put £350 into the funds. In all, Princess Ida raised a grand
total of some £3,450 plus Gift Aid. It was joy for all of us! We were celebrating our 40 th
anniversary and our total for charity over those years is £408,000.
Now the Choirs are preparing for Another Afternoon of Grand Opera in the Holywell Music
Room in Oxford. Rehearsals start on Friday 10th January at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church
Hall in Upper Road. New singers are always most welcome. If you would like to join us just come
along on Friday evening. Music copies will be available and there are no auditions and no
subscriptions. All details from our web-site www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or from Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. You will be made very welcome.
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
We hope you had a good Christmas and we wish you all a prosperous New Year. Thank you
to all those who gave cards and gifts to the practice—it was kind and generous.
We are sorry to inform you that Dr John Humphries will retire from the practice at the end of
March 2014. He has given over 10 years excellent service to the practice and the patients. We will
all miss him. We are in the process of recruiting a replacement GP and we will let you know how
we get on in due course.
It’s not too late to get your flu vaccine! Please contact reception if you wish to book a jab.
Please welcome Kim Webb to our team of receptionists. Kim will be undergoing a period of
training so please be patient while she learns how we do things at your health centre.
Our self-test blood pressure machine is making a difference to appointment availability. Thank you
all who are using the equipment. We continue to encourage people to use this option rather than
book an appointment. If you are unsure of how to use it please ask at reception. A list of when you
can use it is on the notice boards in the Health Centre.
Blood-pressure availability is usually as follows, but occasionally can change when the room is
needed. Mondays & Wednesdays: 4:30–6 pm. Tuesdays and Thursdays: 2–6 pm. Fridays: All day.
A while back we reported that the Practice Manager will have bookable appointments so that you
can come and see him about anything that concerns you about the non-clinical running of the
practice. Please look out for dates on the notice boards and website soon.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net

Kennington Youth Club
Great News! Barring unforeseen gremlins we really will have our IT suite up
and running early in the New Year. This will mean the After-School Kafé will
begin again on Thursdays from 3:30 to 5 pm led by Tabby, our Youth
Leader. As this Chronicle piece goes to press before the Christmas holidays when we expect to
complete work on the IT system. The exact Kafé opening date cannot yet be given, because a few
safeguarding tasks have yet to be finalised. Watch the village notice boards, our Facebook page and
our information systems for up-to-date information.
Nigel Smith has worked exceptionally hard with some help from Paddy Landau and others to bring
the final stages of this project close to to fruition. We are so grateful to him and all who have helped
in what has been our most ambitious project since reopening the club.
The year ended well for Tabby’s Autumn programme with craft evenings, indoor football, a
hilarious games evening, and, to finish on a high, a trip to the ice rink for midnight skating. Tabby
already has plans for exciting activities in 2014, and looks forward to working on them with the
young people when we reopen.
We reopen Monday 13th January. Years 6, 7 & 8 are 6:30–8 pm. Years 9, 10 & 11 are 7:30–9 pm.
We are going to need plenty of volunteer help with the extended 2014 programme, so if you can
help in any way with the club we would be pleased to hear from you. Enquiries of any sort and
help, however small, will be welcomed by our chairman, Roy King, on 01865 735864.
— KYC Management Committee
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Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
As the new PCSO covering Kennington, Radley and South Hinksey, I am looking forward to
getting to know all the residents and contributing to the local community to the best of my ability.
After six years with you, Adrian Wright is now moving to work in another area. He has enjoyed his
time in Kennington, and I hope he benefits from the new challenges and projects ahead.
As you may have seen in our local neighbourhood update, the weather is quickly declining. It is
more important than ever that we are aware of any vulnerable or elderly members of the
community. Please make sure you are in regular contact with any friends, neighbours or family
members who may need extra support over the coming months. If you know anyone that you think
would benefit from a support network, please let me know; I will be happy to visit.
I am pleased to inform you that recently we have very little crime reported in this area. I hope as the
new PCSO for Kennington, working with the much appreciated support of the local community, we
can continue to keep crime as low as possible. I will be holding a ‘Have your say’ meeting on
Friday 10th January at 5–6 pm at Kennington Youth Club. Please come along to discuss any
local issues or just to introduce yourself.
To report a non-emergency crime, please dial 101 (24 hours). You can contact me direct on
07800 702654 or email Claire.Smallcombe@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. Dial 999 for emergencies.
Wishing you all a happy holiday season and a wonderful new year.
PCSO Claire Smallcombe C8491
claire.smallcombe@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington and Radley)
07800 702654
Police non-emergency
Dial 101 or visit www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Kennington Cancer Fund
Thank you to all who came to the Bazaar, which raised £1,000.
It was great to see so many people in the Hall, when Professor Harris received a cheque for £20,000
from last year’s fund-raising, and I know some of you were able to speak with him.
We wish everyone a Peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Our first two events of 2014 will be Quiz Night Friday 7 th February and Cheese and Wine Evening
Friday 7th March. Both events start at 8 pm.
We look forward to our 25th year of fund-raising for the Oncology Unit.

1st Kennington Guides
Our Autumn term culminated in a trip to Hobbycraft for a Christmas craft
workshop followed by dinner at McDonald’s.
Our annual Christmas sleepover was well attended. Esme and Rhiannon were presented with their
Baden-Powell Challenge Awards after successfully completing their ten challenges and attending
an adventure weekend. Two of our leaders were also presented with service
awards to mark their dedication to Guiding within our Unit and beyond.
Thank you to Jo and Margaret for their invaluable work.
We look forward to next term when we will be continuing to raise funds for
our summer trip to Austria, and will be helping the Brownies celebrate their
100th birthday.
Guides is for girls aged 10–14. You do not need to have been a Brownie to
join. To arrange to visit, please contact Jo on 07940 537992 or
kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.
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Kennington Community Library Newsletter
Further services available online: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
A Happy New Year to all our readers and we hope that we will see even more
of you with the exciting events that we have planned for the next 12 months.
Rhymetime for the under 5s will be on Monday afternoons instead of Wednesday mornings for
the next three months. See page 12.
Next on National Library Day, Saturday 8th February, we will launching a children’s drawing
competition in honour of Tracey Corderoy, author of Shifty McGifty, Baddies, Beasties and a
sprinkling of Crumbs, and many other books. Tracey will be our guest speaker at a children’s Tea
Party on Saturday 1st March. Booking is essential. More information from Kennington Library.
See the Friends of Kennington Library newsletter (page 19) for adult events.
Over 2014, due to reductions in County Council funding, the role of the Friends group will become
ever more crucial in providing a good library service. Please consider how you can best help them,
either by directly volunteering to help at events, in the library itself, or contributing to their funds to
pay for extra staff hours.
At this time of year there is always the possibility that the library may have to close due to snow or
ice. If this happens, please stay warm and safe at home. If your book is due to be returned on that
day, we will automatically renew it for an extra week.
Kennington Library, inside the Village Centre, opens Monday 2–5.30 pm, Wednesday 10 am–
12:30 pm, Friday 2–7 pm, and Saturday 10 am–1 pm.
— Dominique and Staff, 01865 730763, kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website (go to On-line Extras).
New since last notification: Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Finance, Planning, and Amenities).
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10 th
of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News
not Views. Submissions to include the name and contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.
Badminton
Kennington Walks
Apple Café

Village Centre
Village Centre Car Park
St Swithun’s Church Hall

Regular events
Mondays, 8:30–10:30 pm
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm
January

Sat
Tue

4 Parish Council Office
7 Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI
Wed 8
Kennington WI
Thu
9 Parish Council Meeting
Fri 10 First rehearsal United Choirs Opera Programme
Tue 14 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Wed 15 Short Informal Service
Sun

19 Service

Mon
Tue
Sun
Tue

20
21
26
28

Kennington History Society
Ecumenical Home Fellowship Group
United Service for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Parish Council Planning

Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Methodist Hall
69 Upper Road
Methodist Church
Village Centre

10–11 am
8 pm
2:15 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:45 pm
10 am
10:30 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
7:45 pm
2:30 pm
3 pm
8 pm

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Edith Court Lounge

10–11 am
2:15 pm
10 am
7 pm
7:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
7:45 pm
8 pm
10:30 am

February
Sat
1 Parish Council Office
Wed 5 Kennington Link WI
Tue 11 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Wed 12 Kennington WI
Thu 13 Parish Council Meeting
Sun

16 Service

Mon 17 Kennington History Society
Tue 18 Parish Council Planning
Wed 19 Short Informal Service

The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.

Index of Contents: page 3.
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