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Calling All Children!
Meet Tracey Corderoy
Saturday 1st March (see centrefold for details)
Book now to ensure your place!
Free event sponsored by the Oxford Children’s Book Group

Friends of Kennington Library

See the Exciting Programme
for Adults and Children on page 20
It’s in the CHRONICLE
and online at www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall
Mondays
Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road
4th Wednesday in the month
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent
Children’s Church
Choir
St Swithun’s Guild

9:25 am
6:30 pm
2:30 pm
01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday
3rd Sunday

Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group)
9:30 am
Messy Church in Church
9:25 am
Morning Prayer in Church Hall
9:30 am
Sundays
Evening Service
6:30 pm
Thursdays
Communion
10:30 am
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage
By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers
Kennington Health Centre.........................................................................................01865 730911
NHS Direct............................................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk..................................................111
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency)............................................................................................101
Area PCSO Claire Smallcombe C8491 (not 24 hours)..............................................07800 702654
Parish Clerk: Anne Feather....................kennington.pc@ntlworld.com....................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings...................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser......................................................................................01865 735634
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults).........................................................................0800 317802
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.........bobtjohnston@gmail.com...........................01865 730209
What can I recycle?.............................http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Messy Church…
✔ is fun!
✔ is a church for children and adults, involving creativity, celebration and hospitality
✔ helps people explore more about Jesus as Lord and Saviour whatever their age and Christian
knowledge
✔ is for everybody—ALL the family however old or young
Our Messy Church…
✔
✔
✔
✔

happens at 9:30 am on the third Sunday of each month
is in the Church
has fun activities that fit with our theme
starts with brunch or snacks—and newspapers

We have been running Messy Church since the summer. Each time it is fun and full of people and
surprises.
If you’re interested, come along and have a look and a cup of coffee… and you can decide whether
or not you’ll come again!
Morning Prayer
Morning prayer also happens on the third Sunday at 9:30 am and is an opportunity to worship in the
old church that has stood for years: the Church Hall! Morning prayer people then come in to have
coffee and join in at the end of Messy Church.
The Church Hall…
… will soon (we hope!) undergo various repairs to make it drier, warmer and more welcoming.
This means French drains, and new guttering, plasterwork and front doors. We are also looking at
ways of making the doors onto the road safer and more wind-proof.
Farewell
Sally Barber (Dennett), who has grown up in the church and been involved in MANY activities, is
moving away. She has played a vital part in Craft mornings, Kids Club, teaching us new Kids’
songs, leading the Choir for many years—and lots more! We will miss Sally and the family. They
go with our love, best wishes and thanks. We’ll see them again!
— Pam McKellen, Vicar of Kennington, Radley and Sunningwell
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Services in February
Sun 2nd 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh
Sun 9th

9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 16th 9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in Church Hall
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 23rd 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Every Thursday: Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
On the third Sunday of each month we have MESSY CHURCH at St Swithun’s. This
month Messy Church will be on 16th February. Messy Church is fun for everybody. It
is church with craft activities that help people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour.
Adults and children of all ages enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to explore Bible
stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as doing things together we eat breakfast and have a
short time of worship. It starts at 9:30 am and usually finishes by about 11. If you want to know
more, come along and sample it! You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN FEBRUARY
2nd 10:30 am We welcome Heidi Cottrell from Abingdon to lead our Morning Worship.
9th
th

16

10:45 am Dr Neville Shepherd from Headington will lead our Morning Worship.
10:30 am Our Morning Worship will be led by the Rev Leslie Marsh, one of our
Supernumerary Ministers, from Kidlington.

23rd 10:30 am Our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, will lead our monthly service of
Holy Communion.
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MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
The Ecumenical Study Group will meet on Tuesday 18th February at 2:30 pm at 3 Cranbrook
Drive. All are welcome. Details from the Minister.
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge is held on the third Wednesday of the month and is
very informal in its style. We usually begin with a hymn and then read from the Bible and see how
its message can apply to our day-to-day life. We then offer prayer for our local community and our
world. Our next meeting takes place on Wednesday 19th at 10:30 am for 30 minutes. Do come and
join the residents—all are welcome.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 3rd at the Methodist
Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
Come along and join the services held on Sunday 16th.
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Persons Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House
The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.
COFFEE MORNING
Tuesday 11th February: Coffee Morning in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring
& Buy Stalls available. Enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The January Coffee
Morning raised £96.65. Our March Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 11 th March at
10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
5
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
One thing that we hear many times is, “All your doctors work part time, and if you had
more full-time doctors there would be more appointments.” This is not quite true. We shall
explain this and put it into perspective.
Three of the partners work 3 full days a week and the fourth 2½ days a week. On each of those days
they do a 12-hour day looking after 6,800 patients in the practice. Please remember that the actual
face-to-face appointments are one part of the duties that a doctor has to do. They answer telephone
calls, write referrals and letters, review results, decide on action plans, visit patients at home, call
hospitals, talk to other clinical partners such as the district nurses, and much more. All of this is for
the good and benefit of all 6,800 patients at the practice; if it was not done then your care would
not be looked after.
Therefore three of the partners work a 36-hour week with the fourth working a 30-hour week. The
national guideline for what constitutes a full-time worker is 35 hours. So you can see that in actual
fact three of our doctors indeed work full time—it’s just that their hours are done over 3 days, not 5.
The question of more appointments is another matter. The national guideline for appointments is 50
per 1,000 patients per week. We offer over 70 per 1,000 patients per week. On top of that, we offer
telephone appointments. So again you can see that we are offering more than required. The fact is
that we have a higher proportion of over 65s—in fact we have the second-most compared to other
practices in the whole of Oxfordshire.
In all of this we have to remember that resources are not endless; not only money to pay for staff
but also physical space in the building can restrict what we can do each day.
Please be assured that we are doing our best with limited resources, we do have GP’s who work full
time, and we offer more appointments than other practices in Oxfordshire. Demand for a GP is at
its highest for many years.
Do you have a question you need answered? Have a concern about something happening in the
practice? Got a suggestion? You can now book a 30-minute appointment with Dave, the Practice
Manager, to discuss anything about the running of the practice and non-clinical aspects. A variety
of days and times are available.
January Friday 31st
February Wednesday 12th
Tuesday 25th
March
Monday 10th
Thursday 27th

10 am–12 noon
2–4 pm
4–6 pm
12 noon–2 pm
5–7 pm

Please book an appointment with reception.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-yous and bereavements. Please keep
notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 39).
Ted Perkins
Jacqueline, Gillian, Hilary and all family members thank all those who sent their condolences and
attended Dad’s funeral. A much loved Dad, Grampy and Great-Grampy who is very sadly missed.
— Hilary Jordan
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New Year’s Day concert results
A fantastic time was had by all at the 36 th Oxford Brass Players with Special Guests Concert in
Cowley Conservative Club on New Year’s Day. Around 100 people came, and we raised £452 for
The Vale House Alzheimer Home in Littlemore.
We estimate that since 1996, these concerts have raised around £40,000 for charity. Thank you
everyone who put in such hard work.
— Frank Wolff

Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243
Background sounds in your garden
To enjoy and respect the surroundings in any garden requires the use of all senses and resources.
Sight is satisfied by the energetic colours the seasons over. Likewise, smell is stimulated by the soft
scents of roses or freshly cut lawns. A good application of well-rotted manure certainly awakens
you in the darkening and cold autumn and winter months.
Our taste buds run riot at the merest thought of freshly picked strawberries and other delicacies that
our gardens offer us. As for touch, well, the stabbing of a rose thorn and the rasping brushes of
spiky foliage whilst we are weeding certainly gets that sense going. Sound is just as important.
Wind chimes, water, gravel and bird song all help to make a garden all the more intoxicating.
Be careful of wind chimes though: your neighbours might not thank you for providing the constant
clatter of bamboo or the seemingly endless rattle of steel pipes. Nor will these types bring about a
calm feeling in your garden, especially when windy. They might even interrupt your sleep. Try
making chimes of your own from different-sized shells. They chink together quite peacefully and
not overpoweringly.
Gravel can evoke haunting sounds, allowing you to experience a slice of an idyllic country
lifestyle. Water has endless permutations that can all provide you with those well documented
therapeutic qualities when you hear its gentle trickle.
Birds play a major role in your garden’s atmosphere. Most gardeners love the robin as reliable
companion—keeping us company while digging in the colder months, enjoying those juicy worms
we uncover; giving off a warble of satisfaction as it awaits our next offering from its perch on the
handle of a fork or spade. Often in winter, only the robin sings, with its range of soaring phrases.
Great Tits always bring memories of my grandfather to me, as their song, especially in spring,
sounds just like a squeaky wheelbarrow wheel. To this day, I can see my grandfather in his flat cap,
checked shirt and purple pullover, pushing his rusty wheelbarrow with that incessant squeak. On
enquiring when I was 4, why he didn’t oil the thing, his response was that he knew I was working
when he had sent me off to do a job if he could hear the squeak—not fast asleep on the pile of old
chaff sacks that were kept in the coal store. As if I would!
Jays have tropical and striking plumage and possess a call resembling a rusty nail being dragged
across a metal cheese grater, a sound to put anyone’s teeth on edge. Wrens often produce some
amazing sounds for such a tiny bird, being only 9–10½ cm long. The most notable is the machine
gun-like sound, which often makes up a significant proportion of the dawn chorus.
Finally, those mellow tones of our blackbirds and the variety of phrases produced by the song
thrush can make any garden an attraction for the entire year. And some that say nothing worthwhile
comes free!
8
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Short Walks in Kennington
Kennington has held Health Walks for ten years already, allowing many people to benefit
from both the social aspect and better health, especially during recovery after illness.
Walks are gentle and short, allowing people of all ages and ability to participate.
A free service for the community, we need supportive volunteers to help with the walks. A
volunteer can be a Walk Leader, deciding on the route, or a Walking Assistant, walking alongside a
new walker at a gentle pace. You don’t have to be fit to volunteer. We provide training.
To join in the Health Walks, whether as a participant or as a volunteer, please contact Rosemary
Aldgate of Kennington Strollers, rosemary@gardneraldgate.demon.co.uk or 01865 735419.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website (go to On-line Extras).
New since last notification: Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Finance, Planning, and Amenities).
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Kennington Link WI
February Newsletter
We met together in good spirits for our first meeting of 2014. This was a Member’s
Meeting, and business matters were first on the agenda. The President, Ann Coulter,
began by wishing everyone a Happy New Year. Annual subscriptions were collected and
Resolutions forms (from WI Life) were gathered in. Lunch venues for next month’s Founders Day
were discussed and names taken. Our News & Views was perused and many interesting outings
were brought to our attention.
After customary refreshments and time for a leisurely chat, we assembled to hear several readings
by members of the committee. These included poems by Pam Ayres, an item on Good Friends
Getting Old, and a passage entitled From Bonsai to Blue Tits, which explained the makings of a
wildlife garden at Chelsea Flower Show. Rosalie had also brought along an assortment of her
magnificent photographs of the Botanic Gardens, which were a joy to see in these dark days of
winter.
WEDNESDAY 5th FEBRUARY—We will celebrate our 45th Founders Day with a lunch outing.
The time is likely to be 12:30 pm, but members will be individually advised of the final details.

Kennington Overseas Aid
At the public meeting on 16th January, KOA’s fund-raising project for 2014 was chosen. It
will be the Nasio Trust’s project to produce spirulina at its centre in Kenya for use as a
food supplement for the vulnerable children it supports. Thank you to all those who took
the time to read the proposals from the charities and to cast your vote. We have already
started planning this year’s programme of fund-raising events. If you’d like to get
involved in any way, from making tea to being a Fun-Run marshal or serving in the KOA
shop, we’d love to hear from you.
As last year, the Launch of this year’s project will take place in the Apple Café, between 10:30 am
and 12:30 pm on Saturday 8th March in St Swithun’s Church Hall, when we hope to have a
representative of our chosen charity present. So do come along and find out more about the good
cause for which we will be raising money over the coming months.
News of another past project
In the January edition of the Chronicle you probably read the latest news of St Swithun’s School’s
partnership with Nalinaibi Primary School in Uganda, a link which came about as a result of KOA’s
involvement with the charity Lunch4Learning in 2012. Most of you will remember that the
charity helps develop school gardens which produce foodstuffs that enable pupils to be supplied
with a midday meal.
Lunch4Learning’s Chief Executive, Ike Garson, has recently reminded us that the money raised by
KOA in 2012 has helped, among other things, to open up another 25 acres of maize-growing, the
establishment of new mango, orange and plantain orchards, the building and repair of vital water
tanks, and leadership training for head teachers and improved communication systems with local
communities. Developing income-generating projects in schools is helping school gardens become
self-sustaining.
In February, Lunch4Learning will be raising funds locally with a cake sale at Oxford University
Press and organising a Spring Declutter Sale through eBay for Charity. If you would like to help
with the latter, details can be downloaded from their Home Page at www.lunch4learning.org. And if
you would like to receive Lunch4Learning’s Newsletter, contact Ike at igarson1@gmail.com.
Chair: Halcyon Leonard (452783)
12
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Vice-Chair: Marilyn Farr (326519)
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Kennington Youth Club
There are lots of bits of exciting news this month. Kafé IT is planned to be
launched at schools out and off the buses time on the afternoon of Thursday 6 th
February. Full details and any last-minute changes will be displayed
beforehand on village notice boards and the Youth Club’s Facebook page. This
Kafé is open to all Kennington young people years 6 to 11, whether current members of the youth
club or not. Entrance is £1 per week, and this payment automatically makes the payee a youth club
member with entitlement to all membership benefits.
In the words of our young people members these benefits are fab. To quote: “We like coming to
Youth Club every Monday. You get to hang out with your mates, and tuck is available at 50p an
item.” There is always lots of fun too! Both Boys and Girls play football, air hockey, table tennis,
pool, and table football. Each week we have games, arts and crafts, and similar activities. We also
have a Year 7 football team, and are seeking fixtures with other groups and youth clubs. Is there
anyone out there willing to take us on?
Another bit of excellent news is that through reading of us in the Chronicle, Claire Gilbert has
joined our management committee. In offering to become our secretary, as Pam Johnston remains
unwell, Claire has saved the committee from a short-straw poll for minute-taking! Thank you Claire
—and for your additional talent with IT which has been of great help to Kim and Nigel in the latter
stages of the IT Kafé project.
You may be aware that we recently launched a 200 club to help with raising funds for our day to
day costs in running the IT project. We are urgently looking for new members to join and offer their
support to the Youth Club for as little as £12 per year. Half of that income is paid out in prizes, and
the other half retained for club funds. It costs £1 per number per month and there is no limit on the
number of entries allowed. Its easy to join by standing order, cheque or cash, so for further details
please contact Kim Smith on kimsmith@ntlworld.com or 07503 181430.
All other enquiries or offers of help, however small, will be welcomed by our chairman, Roy King,
on 01865 735864, or Tabby Welham, our leader, at the Youth Club. We open every Monday, 6:30–
8 pm for Years 6–8, and 7:30–9 pm for Years 9–11.
— KYC Management Committee

Kennington Horticultural Society
February Newsletter
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
th
Wednesday 19 February, 7:30 pm, Village Centre
Marilyn Farr will be sharing her travel experiences with an illustrated talk on Flowers of the
Eastern Cape. One not to miss.!
Wednesday 19th March, 7:30 pm, Village Centre
Kathleen Scroggins will be returning with more examples and lessons in flower arranging. This
event has proved very popular with members in the past.
Members £2. Non-member guests £3. Refreshments complimentary.
For any of our meetings we will try and arrange transport for those members with difficulty getting
to the Village Centre. Telephone Pat Leggett on 326403.
The committee is finalising next year’s programme commencing April 2014, which hopefully will
be outlined in next month’s Chronicle. We also plan to deliver the new programme and schedule in
early March. A number of members help deliver the programme. If anyone is interested in
delivering programmes, please telephone the membership secretary on 730961.
New members are welcome. To join, telephone the treasurer on 01865 730961. Membership
remains at £1.
15

Kennington Festival Group
The New Year has seen two more new ladies join us, which is really good. A few more
men would really make our day.
The members are looking forward to a full programme including 4 lunches, 3 minibus
outings, 3 special teas and visitors to entertain us during 2014.
We have had offers of help when we need it and our team of drivers are still willing to transport
those with mobility problems
Please feel free to call in any Monday afternoon to see us. If you are a bit ‘shy’ (for want of a better
word) about coming in by yourself, just give Margaret a ring and she will come to meet you and
have a chat about it.
The next meetings are in the Village Centre on Mondays from 2–4 pm:
3rd and 17th February
3rd March—Lunch for members at 1 pm. AGM at 2 pm followed by usual meeting.
At the time of writing, 14th January, we have just heard that KADS has chosen us as the Charity
they are supporting this year. So, I hope you all went to their latest show Panto Rhyme. Thank you
KADS!
For more information, ring Margaret or Peter on 01865 730353 and please leave a message with
your name and telephone number if the answer phone cuts in, or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Parish Council Matters
February newsletter. Minutes available on-line—see page 11.
The Council welcomes PCSO Claire Smallcombe to the village as our new Police Community
Support Officer. Claire is already involved in and aware of the various issues within the village,
including the ongoing parking issue outside St Swithun’s school.
The Enforcement team within the Planning department of Vale of White Horse District Council is
investigating the building plot at 137 Upper Road, as it would seem it could be in use as a builder’s
storage yard. The Parish Council is awaiting a response.
As a consequence of the latest flooding at the end of Kennington Road, resulting in the road having
to be closed, the Parish Council is to investigate the possibility of using the community bus in times
of flooding to ferry residents from one end of Kennington to the other, so the regular bus can be
caught at St Swithun’s Road.
As part of this initiative the Council would be looking for volunteers willing to drive the
community bus (after taking a County Council minibus assessment). If you feel that you would like
to help the village in this way please let me or any member of the Parish Council know of your
interest. Many thanks.
Dates of Council Meetings: February
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee Meeting
st
th
Saturday 1 , 10–11 am
Thursday 13 , 7:30 pm
Tuesday 18th, 8 pm
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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New Year’s Day Walk 2014
In atrocious weather conditions, five intrepid souls met in the Village Centre car park on New
Year’s Day—Ruth and Roy King, Vaughan and Peter Haskins, and me.
We made the decision to maintain the tradition of this walk, and at 11:05 set off in high spirits on a
one-hour ‘stroll’ through the village via the Avenue, Sugworth Lane and back along the Sustrans
path to the Car Park. Needless to say, we did not meet any other ‘professional’ walkers; we met
only one cyclist!
Make a diary note for next year’s walk on Thursday 1st January 2015 at 11 am from the Village
Centre Car Park—see you then!
Happy New Year.
— Roger Dennett

Kennington History Society
In December we tried something new, a ’Book Browse’, when Graham Kirby ACIB brought
several crates of books recommended for researching and recalling Local and General History.
Whilst enjoyed by those present, judging by the lower number attending, this event was not as
attractive to Members as our usual fare.
As we go to press, Society Members are looking forward to the first event of the 2014 Season.
Popular local historian and speaker, Martin Way, is to give an illustrated talk entitled ‘Britain
Under the Eagles’: The Story of Roman Britain. Report next month.
‘this month’
It is that time of year again for the Society’s Annual General Meeting, which will be held on
Monday 16th February starting at 7:45 pm. The formal part the Meeting will be followed by a
Members’ Evening, when any Member can give a short talk on anything of an historic nature. If
you are interested in participating please contact the Chairman. It is intended to decide the
destination of this year’s Annual Coach Visit at this meeting.
‘next month’
The History Society’s next event, to be held on
Monday 17th March at 7:45 pm in the Methodist
Church, should be of particular interest to many
of our Members. It is to be a talk by Bill Mellor
entitled ‘The History of Moreland’s Brewery’.
Although now gone, the impact of this popular
local business on both the economy and social
history of this area was considerable.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.
— George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

Guides Table Top Sale
Girl Guiding Thames District is returning to Kennington Village Centre on
Saturday 15th March, and holding its Table Top Sale at 10 am–12 noon.
Once again there will be homemade cakes, a raffle and Fairtrade
refreshments.
You can have a Sales table at the same price of just £5. Ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or Liz on
01865 730053 to book your table now!
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The Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

All events held in Kennington Village Centre

Spring Gala Night
Saturday 15th March at 7 pm
Pot luck fun with a pot luck supper. Surprise guest presenter.
The Friends will provide the entertainment, starters
and desserts.
You provide the laughter and a contribution to the
main course bring-and-share pot luck supper.
Reserve your ticket now—£10 per head!
Box Office: Helen Forey
helen.forey@btinternet.com
07810 720 225

Children’s Book Event
Saturday 1st March 2–4 pm
In association with the Oxford Children’s Book Group, we are delighted to
welcome Tracey Corderoy, a highly talented children’s author. Tracey writes
for all age groups (4–10 years), from lovely picture books to wacky and fun
adventures of “The Crumbs” family. She will not only present her latest book
but also judge for our cake drawing competition and award the prizes.
This free children’s event has proved overwhelmingly popular, so please
book your child’s place now! There will be no tickets available on the day.
Book your place by visiting Kennington Library: pick-up your ticket and
Cake Drawing Competition entry form too!

Rhymetime for under 5’s
Monday 10th February & Monday 10th March, 2:30–3 pm
Just before Christmas, Kennington library received lovely folders,
certificates and the special paw print stamp from Booktrust. So in 2014 all
Babies and Pre-school children can now join the Bookstart Bear Club.
Start collecting your paw-print on every visit to the library and get double
prints for each monthly Rhymetime session. No Rhymetime session in
April due to school holidays.
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Support your Community Library
Become a friend! Minimum donation £3 a year, but great if you are willing to donate more; you
will be doing your community an enormous service. Help reduce the annual administration by
setting up a standing order.
Find out more about this and all our events on National Library Day on Saturday 8th February.

Author Talk with Carol McGrath
Wednesday 5th February 11 am–12 noon. Coffee from 10:30
Carol McGrath, who will talk about The Handfasted Wife, says:
“On a visit to Normandy I discovered the story of Edith Swan-Neck, the
‘handfasted’ wife of King Harold, killed in the Battle of Hastings. This story
haunted me. I set out on a journey of discovery, involving much thorough
research in The Bodleian Library.
“Years later, The Handfasted Wife is the result, and has been high in Amazon
Kindle’s top biographical and historical fiction for many months. My talk at
Kennington Library will include my fascination with the characters, its long
journey from its conception, and the culmination of a three-book series: The
Daughters of Hastings.”

Let’s Connect with Richard O’Smith
Monday 3rd March at 7:30pm
Our guest author is comedy writer for Radio 4’s The Now Show,
News Quiz and Dara O Briain’s Science Club, and scriptwriter on
Fussbol the movie. Author of As Thick As Thieves, Oxford
Student Pranks, Britain’s Most Eccentric Sports. He is also a
writer for Oxfordshire Limited Edition, the Oxford Times
monthly magazine.
You don’t have to be a friend to come and join in the laughter. All welcome. It’s a free event but
feel free to bring a bottle!

Contact Details and Library Opening Times
Kennington Library
The Village Centre
Kennington Road
Kennington
OX1 5PG
01865 730763
kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

2–5 pm
Closed
10 am–12:30 pm
Closed
2–7 pm
10 am–1 pm
Closed

Secretary: Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk
By the time you read this, we would have had our party on 25 th January. At the time of writing, we
hope that you would have come along and enjoyed yourself with our free samples of food. Please
come visit us again soon!
Apple Café is your community café. We aim to be at the heart of Kennington. We try to make this
happen in two ways—by providing a friendly and convenient point to meet your friends and a place
where Kennington community organisations can meet with people. But none of this would be
possible without our volunteers. We have a dedicated team, a number of whom have been with us
for the three years we have been running. This is what people enjoy about volunteering with us:
– I like volunteering at the Apple Café because it gives me the opportunity to meet new
people and get experience of working.
– I have met so many lovely people and we have fun during the sessions. It is also great
mental stimulation working in the kitchen: “One tea, one cafetière, one instant coffee, one
decaf”, not to mention “One weak tea in a mug, one soup”.
– I became involved with the Apple Café because I really believe in the power of community
to bring about social change. The bonus is that the shifts are so much fun—I have met a lot
of wonderful people since I started at the Apple Café. There is never a dull moment!”
Volunteering often takes the form of serving at the café shifts. However we also need people to help
behind the scenes, with roles including fund-raising, helping with supplies, and marketing. If you
would like to come and join us, please contact Claire Shingler on claire_shingler73@yahoo.co.uk.
— The Apple Café Team, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk
Apple Café, St Swithun’s Church Hall. Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm.

Kennington Women’s Institute
February Newsletter
It was good to be back after the festivities. We discussed information about a
number of interesting outings and events planned for the new year set out in our
News and Views magazine.
Did you know that there were six Mitford Sisters? Our speaker, Gillian Cane, braved the floods to
come and talk to us about them all. They were beautiful girls and all of them outrageous in different
ways. Gillian is obviously very fond of the sisters and had done a lot of research into their lives.
This made her talk both interesting and entertaining, which all of us enjoyed.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 12th February at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre. Do come and
join us.
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St Swithun’s CE Primary School
As we start our new term, two of our journalists in Larch Class (Years 5 and 6) have
reported on the work we have been doing to develop our partnership with Nalinaibi
Primary School in Uganda. In their research, the children are learning that there are
probably more similarities than they imagined when comparing life in the UK and in
Uganda. We are all hoping that we may hear from the children of Nalinaibi School over
the coming weeks.
We have now started on our main topics for the term, which range from ‘Once Upon a Map’ in our
nursery and reception classes, Global Gardens (Year 1 in Ash and Rowan classes), ‘Heroes and
Heroines’ in Year 2 (Sycamore and Poplar), through to the lower juniors discovering about life in
Ancient Egypt, and the upper juniors learning about ‘Raging Rivers’, which—given the weather of
late—is rather more apt than we might have imagined. If any Kennington Chronicle readers have a
special interest and knowledge in any of these topics, which you would be prepared to share with
us, do let us know. We would love to welcome you into school.
We appreciate very much the help that we are fortunate to receive in school from village residents.
There are so many knowledgeable people with an astonishingly wide variety of expertise in
Kennington! Again, do let me know if you have some time to spare, and would be willing and able
to come into school on a regular basis. We would value support with, for example, hearing children
read, or perhaps helping with art, technology or gardening. Thank you.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, headteacher.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
Report from Larch Class
It is our first week back in school in 2014, after the holidays. We have been with our families and
have enjoyed celebrating Christmas. Over Christmas we got lots of different kinds of presents and
ate lots of filling food.
This first week back we have been thinking about our partner school in
Uganda, where some children aren’t as lucky as we are. We have raised money
for a charity called ‘Lunch for Learning’, which helps children in the school
who don’t have as much as us. Our money will buy school meals, so children
go to school more and have a healthier diet.
We have been researching about the UK, so that we can write letters to the
children in Uganda and tell them about our country. We have also learnt how
to make friendship bracelets to send to all the children at the Ugandan school.
The letters and the friendship bracelets let the children know that they have
friends all over the world!
— Morris Sear and Megan Rees

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Choirs are now preparing for Another Afternoon of Grand Opera in the Holywell Music
Room in Oxford on Sunday 16th March at 2:30 pm. Rehearsals are held on Friday evenings at
7:45 pm in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road. New singers are always most welcome.
If you would like to join us just come along on a Friday evening. Music copies will be available
and there are no auditions and no subscriptions.
All details from our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or from Trevor Cowlett on
01865 735885. You will be made very welcome.
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Headway Oxfordshire
Race Night
Headway Oxfordshire is holding a fund-raising Race Night at Kennington Social
Club, Friday 21st March. First race starts at 7:30 pm. Free entrance. There will be
eight races. If you are a local business and would like to support Headway by sponsoring a race
please contact the office.
For further details please contact us.
Volunteers
The Activity and Rehabilitation Centre is situated on the Bagley Wood Road in Kennington and is
open Tuesday to Friday 9:30 am–3:30 pm. The Centre supports over 60 people each week and
offers many activities including a physiotherapy suite, art and craft workshops, an IT suite, games,
gardening and other practical tasks.
We are always looking for volunteers to help support our staff in the Centre—at the moment we are
particularly looking for drivers during the hours of 9–10:30 am and 2:30–3:30 pm, so if you enjoy
meeting and talking with new people, are a good listener and you can volunteer some of your time
to Headway Oxfordshire we would love to hear from you.
Headway Oxfordshire provides information and practical support for any individual, family
member or carers, affected by brain injury, including stroke. Although affiliated to the national
charity, Headway UK, we are a separate charity and depend entirely upon our own fund-raising
events.
Call Annie or Charlotte on 01865 326263 or email admin@headway-oxford.org.uk.

Fancy a game of Bingo?
Kennington and Thames District Guides are holding a Bingo evening in
Kennington Village Centre on Friday 11th April.
More details to follow in March edition.
Please keep evening free if you think you might like to come.
For more information ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

The Dipper
As seen on the front cover
The Dipper is a hardy small bird, usually found in higher ground with fast flowing
waterways. In England that means mostly in the north and Wales. It can be identified as
it looks similar to a large wren with its short tail, sometimes cocked (about 7–8 inches
overall). It has a dark brown back, a white breast, and a brown band across its stomach.
The eyelids are white. The dipper is characterised by its dipping motion, where it dives
into the water looking for small invertebrates. The dipper can also swim underwater in search of its
prey. Nests are made from moss and may be found behind waterfalls, in trees or under bridges,
building may start during February.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10 th
of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News
not Views. Submissions to include the name and contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.
Regular events
Badminton
Kennington Walks
Apple Café

Village Centre
Village Centre Car Park
St Swithun’s Church Hall

Mondays, 8:30–10:30 pm
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm
February

Sat
1 Parish Council Office
Mon 3 Festival Group
Wed 5 Kennington Link WI
Fri
7 Kennington Cancer Fund: Quiz Night
Tue 11 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Wed 12 Kennington WI
Thu 13 Parish Council Meeting
Sun

16 Service

Festival Group
Kennington History Society
Ecumenical House Group
Tue 18
Parish Council Planning
Wed 19 Short Informal Service
Mon 17

Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Hall
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
3 Cranbrook Drive
Village Centre
Edith Court Lounge

10–11 am
2–4 pm
2:15 pm
8 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
2:30 pm
8 pm
10:30 am

Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Hall
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre

10–11 am
1:00–4 pm
2:15 pm
8 pm
10 am
8 pm
7 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
10:30 am
2–4 pm

March
Sat
Mon
Wed
Fri

1
3
5
7

Tue

11

Parish Council Office
Festival Group: AGM & Lunch
Kennington Link WI
Kennington Cancer Fund: Cheese & Wine
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting
Thames District Guides: Table Top Sale

Wed 12
Thu 13
Sat 15
Sun

16 Service

Festival Group
Kennington History Society
Wed 19 Short Informal Service
Mon 31 Festival Group
Mon 17

Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message
out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 39)
39) is happy to help.
Index of Contents: page 3.
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Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 39.
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