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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN MARCH
2nd 10:30 am Mission in Britain Sunday: Worship led by Simon Pillinger, Student & Young
Adults’ Worker at Wesley Memorial Church, Oxford.
9th

10:45 am Lent 1: Worship led by Prof David Matthews, from Wesley Memorial Church.

16th 10:30 am Lent 2: We welcome the Rev Leslie Marsh, one of our Supernumerary
Ministers,who will lead our monthly Communion Service.
23rd 10:30 am Lent 3: We welcome Matt Stammers from Wesley Memorial Church to lead our
worship.
6:30 pm Circuit Communion Service at Wesley Memorial Church, Oxford.
th

30

10:30 am Lent 4, Mothering Sunday: Café Style Worship, led by the Rev Rosemary
Davies & Andrew Dunsdon.

MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
The Ecumenical Study Group will meet on Tuesday 18th at 2:30 pm at 69 Upper Road. All are
welcome. Details from the Dilys Cale on 739774.
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge is held on the third Wednesday of the month and is
very informal in its style. We usually begin with a hymn and then read from the Bible and see how
its message can apply to our day-to-day life. We then offer prayer for our local community and our
world. Our next meeting takes place on Wednesday 19th at 10:30 am for 30 minutes. Do come and
join the residents—all are welcome.
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MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 3rd at 8 pm the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
Come along and join the services held on Sunday 16th.
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Persons Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House
The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.
COFFEE MORNING
Tuesday 11th March: Coffee Morning in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The February Coffee Morning
raised £123.95. Our April Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 8th April at 10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.

St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Services in March
Sun 2nd 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh
Sun 9

th

9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 16th 9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in Church
Hall

6:30 pm Compline
Sun 23rd 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 30th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Every Thursday: Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
On the third Sunday of each month we have MESSY CHURCH at St Swithun’s. This
month Messy Church will be on 16th March. Messy Church is fun for everybody. It is
church with craft activities that help people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults
and children of all ages enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to
reflect a God of creativity. As well as doing things together we eat breakfast and have a short time
of worship. It starts at 9:30 am and usually finishes by about 11. If you want to know more, come
along and sample it! You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Churches Together in Kennington
This month in the Christian calendar we begin the season of Lent.
The original meaning of Lent was ‘holy spring’. So, this period of
40 days leading up to Easter is really a time of spiritual springcleaning, when we acknowledge the sins collecting in the nooks
and crannies of our hearts and ask for God’s pure light to shine into
the dark, hidden crevices and bring us new life.
The period of Lent also provides Christians with an opportunity to get back to the basics of their
faith and strengthen the disciplines of prayer and study of the Scriptures. So, it’s appropriate that
this year, the Churches Together Lent group will focus on Jesus, on whom our faith depends.
We shall meet at the Methodist Church for five successive Wednesday evenings from 8 to 9 pm.
Our first session begins on Wednesday 12th March. We’ll be using a York course entitled, ‘Build on
the rock: faith, doubt—and Jesus’. Each week we shall listen to a CD in which four speakers will
share their reflections on the theme, and we shall have some discussion on the topic using the
booklet that has been produced to accompany the course.
It is helpful if each member of the group has a copy of the booklet so if you would like to be part of
the Lent study group, please let Andrew Dunsdon know on 01865 453899 so we know how many
copies to order. The booklet costs £3.40 and will be available at the first meeting.
Whilst we hope that people will be able to commit to the five sessions, each group meeting will
stand on its own so please feel free to come when you can. We look forward to seeing you.
— Rev Rosemary Davies
5
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Kennington Youth Club
This month the Youth Club has launched its Internet Kafé. Though the
big launch did not go quite to plan, we are still hopeful that the kids from
years 6 to 11 will come, despite the weather, to check out our IT.
There is a £25 prize to the young person who designs the best web page
for the Club! Plus, we are always thinking up new ways to encourage the young people to come
along. The thought of a hot chocolate with cream, marshmallows and flake should do the trick. The
Internet Kafé is open on Thursdays from 3:30 to 5 pm. We have four computers up and running
with child safety locks. So spread the word.
The Youth Club, open on Mondays from 6:30 to 9 pm, is doing really well. We have activities
planned each week for the young people to participate in, and we have a new game this month, the
invention of Roy King, Tabatha Welham and Josh Smith. The game involves whacking a ball as
hard as you can, tactics, team work and a lot of running.
The club has so far found its talent for football, realised they have an artistic streak and
redecorated the hall with paintbrushes and a hard football. We have refined our culinary skills and
made pizzas, milkshakes and pancakes. There is a lot more fun planned for this term.
The 200 club is still up and running and you can pick up forms from the Youth Club. There are
cash prizes every month.
If any of you adults out there are good with computers or just fancy a bit of peace and quiet to read
a book then come along and volunteer on a Thursday. Though the village has been essential in
getting the computers up and running it is always nice to see old faces and new ones getting
involved in the Youth Club.
If you think this sounds like you, please contact Roy King on 01865 735864 or come into the Youth
Club to speak to our youth leader Tabby Welham. The Youth Club also has e-mail, so feel free to
email us on kenningtonclub@gmail.com.
— KYC Management Committee

Kennington Memorial Field Committee AGM and talk
Wednesday 26th March, 8 pm, Kennington Village Centre
Toads and roads—running the Bagley Wood gauntlet
Kennington Memorial Field Committee invites you to join us at our AGM. This is your chance to
hear what’s been going on in the Memorial Field over the past year, and to have your say.
After a short AGM, there will be an illustrated talk about the amazing annual toad migration across
Bagley Wood Road, by Sylfest Muldal, followed by light refreshments. Everybody is welcome.

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-yous and bereavements. Please keep
notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 47).
Pam Johnston
Bob Johnston and his family are most grateful for all the kind words, letters and cards they have
received following Pam Johnston’s passing away in the Churchill on 27th January.
There is to be a Memorial Service to celebrate her life at 2:30 pm on Saturday 22nd March at
St Swithun’s Church, followed by refreshments at the Village Centre. At Pam’s express wishes,
please no black and no flowers. There will be a retiring collection for the Julian Starmer-Smith
Lymphoma Fund.
— Bob Johnston
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Parish Council Matters
March newsletter. Minutes available on-line—see page 39.
There was a moment of reflection in remembrance of Pam Johnston, who recently passed away.
The Council has received a response from the Enforcement team within the Planning department of
Vale of White Horse District Council to its further letter regarding the team’s investigation of the
building plot at 137 Upper Road. This site seems to be in use as a builders’ storage yard. The team
has written a final letter to the owner giving him 14 days in which to confirm his intentions. If
nothing is received he will be forced to clear the land.
The area behind the sports pavilion at Playfield Road playing field has become overgrown, which
is encouraging fly-tipping. The council is going to clear all the rubbish and strim the area. Two
additional litter bins are to be installed on the playing field, one in the vicinity of the round closed
goal and the second near the picnic table.
Those using the field are encouraged to play ball games around the round closed goal area.
The Council has received yet further reports of dog mess around the village, this time in the area
of Meadow View Road. The Council takes dog fouling very seriously as dog mess is not only
unpleasant but also spreads diseases, which can cause illness and even blindness.
Under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 a person who is in charge of a dog must clean up after
it when it fouls any footpath, highway, verge or other open space to which the public has access. It
is therefore a crime to allow a dog to foul in any public area without clearing it up. Those that fail
to do so could face a fixed penalty notice of £50 or prosecution.
There are plenty of litter bins in the village, all of which can be used for dog mess—please use
them.
Thank you to those who have volunteered to drive the community bus when the Kennington Road
is closed. This initiative still has some way to go before it can get off the ground. The issue at
present is around insurance, but the Council is hopeful that something can be organised.
Finally, at February’s meeting, the Council awarded £400 to the 1 st Kennington Guides to go
towards a planned a trip to Austria and to help celebrate 100 years of Kennington Guides. The
Council also awarded £25 to ENRICH Oxfordshire (formally Ryder-Cheshire Volunteers), which
runs a thriving project for the benefit of adults with physical disabilities. ENRICH actively supports
over 220 people in Oxfordshire.
Dates of Council Meetings: March
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee Meeting
st
th
Saturday 1 , 10–11 am
Thursday 13 , 7:30 pm
Tuesday 11th, 8 pm
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt
of the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Kennington Overseas Aid
As we reported in February’s Chronicle, in 2014 KOA will raise funds to support the
Nasio Trust’s project to produce spirulina at its centre in Kenya for use as a food
supplement for the vulnerable children it supports. If you would like to find out
more about the work of this charity do come and meet a representative of the Nasio
Trust:
Apple Café, 10:30 am–12:30 pm, Saturday 8th March, St Swithun’s Church Hall
The first events of our 2014 fund-raising season have now been planned. First up is an event for
keen knitters. To take part in the Sponsored Knit on Saturday 5th April, 2–4 pm at Edith Court,
Upper Road, you don’t have to be an expert. It’s a great occasion for chatting and socialising, so if
you’re interested in coming along, just turn up, or ring Barbara Boyne on 735634 for more
information. Donations of double-knitting wool will be gratefully received.
The same evening, Saturday 5th April, we have our first entertainment of the season in the Village
Centre starting at 6:30 pm. This year, with the commemoration of the First World War in mind, our
Spring Gala Night is entitled Keep the Home Fires Burning. So come along for a three-course
meal and excellent entertainment. Ring Sylvia on 739071 or Val on 580881 for tickets, which cost
£15 each. They sell like hotcakes, so don’t delay!
As usual, the KOA Programme, with details of all our other events, will arrive in your letterbox in
April.
A new departure for KOA: KOA was recently very gratified to learn that we had been left some
money in the will of Kennington resident Anne Harvey. At our recent planning meeting the
question of how to best use this money was discussed, and it was agreed that it could help us do
something which we have for some time felt would be desirable. That is to establish some ongoing
support for certain charities, alongside our main fund-raising for a different project each year. The
charities chosen are Lunch4Learning and the Children’s Radio Foundation. They will now
receive £1,000 each for each of the next three years. It’s a relatively modest amount, but it’s support
that they can build into their long-term planning.
News of another past project: In 2005 KOA raised money for a project run in Kenya by Garden
Organic (then HDRA) to develop the economic potential of a type of tree called Prosopis, which
had been introduced to Africa from South America and had become an invasive weed. You might
have heard an item on the BBC’s Today programme on 30 th December in which the Prosopis was
described as a ‘devil tree’, and wondered whether we had been right to involve ourselves with this
troublesome plant.
In fact, the work which we helped to fund, carried out by Garden Organic with the support of
Coventry University and the Kenyan Government, has shown that Prosopis can be managed and its
spread prevented in areas where local people harvest the seeds to be sold as animal fodder, and
wood from the trees is used to make charcoal. The result is a considerable increase in income for
subsistence farmers and their families in remote areas of Kenya. You can access a report that gives
much more detail about this by going to the Past Projects page of the KOA web site.
Chair: Halcyon Leonard (452783)

www.koa.org.uk

Vice-Chair: Marilyn Farr (326519)
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Jumble Sale
St Swithun’s Church will hold a Jumble Sale in the
Village Centre, Saturday 8th March starting at 11 am
Any items for the Sale can be put out for collection by 8:30 am on the 8th
Please put any goods in clear view (not tucked behind bushes, etc.!)
Good bargains can be snapped up at a Jumble Sale

The Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
All events held in Kennington Village Centre. Have you booked your ticket?
Spring Gala Night: Saturday 15th March at 7 pm. Pot luck fun with a pot luck
supper. Surprise guest presenter! The Friends will provide the entertainment, the
starters and desserts. You provide the laughter and a contribution to the main
course bring-and-share pot luck supper.
Reserve your ticket now: £10 per head! Box Office: Helen Forey helen.forey@btinternet.com or
07810 720 225. This is the one that pays for the other events!
Remember the Free Children’s Book Event on Saturday 1st March, 2–4 pm. Check at
Kennington library for tickets. Make sure you hand in your Cake Drawing Competition entry
form too!
Let’s Connect with Richard O’Smith: Monday 3rd March at
7:30 pm. Our guest author is comedy writer for Radio 4’s The Now
Show, News Quiz and Dara O Briain’s Science Club, and author of As
Thick As Thieves. You don’t have to be a friend to come and join in the
laughter. All welcome. It’s a free event but feel free to bring a bottle!
Author Talk and Coffee Morning: Wednesday 2nd April. Those of you
who enjoy the United Choirs concert and the KOA musical events will know
Nia Williams as a pianist. But did you know she is also a composer and a
novelist? Come along and enjoy her talking about her novel Birdcage.
Coffee from 10:30 am. Talk 11 am–12 noon. Choir members especially
welcome—you don’t have to be a friend!
Rhymetime for under 5’s: Monday 10th March, 2:30–3 pm. Join the 40+ Babies and
Pre-school children who have already joined the Bookstart Bear Club. Collect your paw-print on
every visit to the library and get double prints for each monthly Rhymetime session. No
Rhymetime session in April due to school holidays.
Support your Community Library—Volunteers Needed. Are you a teenager who loves books?
Would you like to help with Storytime during the Easter holidays? Suitable for Duke of Edinburgh
volunteers.
Become a friend! Minimum donation £3 a year, but great if you are willing to donate more, and you
will be doing your community an enormous service. Help reduce the annual administration by
setting up a standing order. More information at the library or via the website.
Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
12

Secretary: Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Overseas Aid
Sponsored Knit
Lounge of Edith Court (off Upper Road)
Saturday 5th April, 2 pm
We are raising money for this year’s project, namely The Nasio Trust, which is based in Kenya. The
object of the Trust is to raise money in order to produce spirulina for use as a food supplement for
the vulnerable children whom the Trust supports at its centre.
As we have done for many years, we knit strips, which are sewn into blankets, edged and given to
local re-homing projects organised by the three churches in Kennington. This has a twofold result
in that blankets are provided for those in need and the money we receive from the sponsors goes
to the KOA appeal.
For the “knit” we need wool and knitters. If any knitters have wool to spare ( DK preferred), it
would be very gratefully received. All knitters are welcomed at the “knit”. This is a very friendly
and sociable afternoon—with tea and biscuits too!
Any wool can be left at, and sponsor forms obtained from, from 82 Upper Road. If collection of
wool is needed please phone me on 735634.
— Barbara Boyne

Kennington History Society
As reported last month, the Society’s December Meeting drew a rather
moderate attendance; but, by comparison, the January Meeting, the first
event of the 2014 Season, was well attended indeed and proved a special
event. Popular local historian, Martin Way, gave members a very
entertaining illustrated talk entitled, ‘Britannia Under the Eagles’: The
Story of Roman Britain. Martin was at his brilliant best turning up fully
dressed as a Roman Centurion. Not only did he look the part, as with his
previous contributions to the Society, but also his talk was full of interesting
facts, this time about the 400-year Roman occupation of Britain.
By the time you read this the Society will have held its Annual General Meeting in February, with
the formal part the Meeting followed by a Members’ Evening with two Members giving short
talks of an historic nature. There will be a report of this Meeting next month, including the
proposed destination of this year’s Annual Coach Visit.
‘this month’: The History Society’s next event, to be held on Monday 17th March at 7:45 pm in
the Methodist Church, should be of particular interest to many of our Members. Bill Mellor will
give a talk entitled, ‘The History of Morland’s Brewery’. Although now gone, the impact of this
popular local business on both the economy and social history of this area was considerable.
‘next month’: Due to the Easter Holiday this year the History Society’s April Meeting
will be held in the Methodist Church at 7:45 pm on Monday 28th April, a week later
than normal. The Chairman is looking forward particularly to this event as it is an
illustrated talk by one of our members, David Holt, entitled ‘Bonnie Prince Charlie’:
The Long Road to Culloden.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors @ £2.50.
Sadly I must conclude this month by paying tribute to Pam Johnson who passed away in January.
Apart from all her other activities, Pam was an active member of the History Society from its
formation. You meet many people in you journey thought life but very very few with Pam’s
incredible generosity of spirit. Rest in Peace Pam, you certainly deserve to.
— George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
15

Kennington Women’s Institute
March Newsletter
There was plenty of interesting information about upcoming events in our
magazine this month. Especially interesting are the photographs and notes from
other Oxfordshire WI’s, keeping us up to date with their exploits.
This month the money collected from our Sales Table and Raffle will be donated to a cancer
charity.
Our speaker this month was Paul Mocroft, talking to us about Waste Services. It is an amazing
subject and quite fascinating. We live in an area that is excellent at recycling our rubbish including
our food waste. Apparently we manage to recycle 60% of our waste, whilst other counties in the
UK manage only 40%.
Did you know that you can freeze eggs! No, I didn’t know either. Our members asked many
questions, and Paul explained the answers clearly and in detail. Paul bought with him lots of items
to give away, such as recipe books and cards, fridge thermometers, waste food bags and much
more.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 12th March at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre. The first
business of the meeting is our Annual General Meeting, which has to be quite formal but is kept
short. However, why not join us to listen to our speaker, Valerie Burton, who will tell us about the
History and Memories of Witney Blankets.
We will be very pleased to see you.

Notes from Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
Moving forward with our Kennington Chronicle entries, we wanted to give our patients a
sense of what life is like for our different staff members and how their roles add up to the
complete service in the Health Centre. This month we will be finding out more about Dr Tom
Fisher, our new Registrar.
Welcome to the Health Centre. What is a Registrar exactly?
Being a registrar means I am doing my GP training. It is a three-year course after five years of
medical school, and 2–3 years working in the hospital as a junior doctor. I am in my final year of
training and so closer to working as a fully qualified GP than, say, a first year.
How is your day different from the other GPs?
It’s not much different other than I initially start with fewer and longer appointments. I will be
working over the year towards ten-minute appointments, which is the national standard. Sometimes
problems are simple and I can help sort them out in a few minutes; others can take much longer.
This balance means that sometimes my patients have to wait a short time to see me.
What is the best bit about working at Kennington HC?
Definitely the patients. They are very kind and friendly and I have found it very welcoming here.
The staff are also excellent and efficient and I know I can rely on the team here. On a purely
medical note, there are lots of older patients, some with several complicated conditions, and this
has been an excellent learning experience to prepare me for my future career.
What is the worst thing?
I live in Headington so that morning commute is terrible! People keep telling me I should cycle, but
as long as that rain keeps pouring down I’ll stick to my warm car thank you!
When do you leave?
I am here until August, when I am fully qualified. I would love to come back and work here
sometime, as the village is a very friendly place to work.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net
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The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk
We hope you’ve enjoyed having a warm and friendly café to pop into during the recent testing
weather we’ve been experiencing! It’s a great time to try out our hot food including our bacon
butties, and new items—cheese toasties and yummy organic soup.
Apple Café is your not-for-profit community café. In the same way that we are seeking to be a
community hub, not just a service provider, we are keen that you are not just our customers, but
also feel part of this hub. We will soon be a starting a regular email-based newsletter—come and
join us in the Apple Café Orchard! This will keep you updated on the latest events, and we look
forward to your feedback and ideas on what’s going on. If you would like to be on the list, please
contact Claire Shinger claire@applecafe.co.uk. You can also ‘like’ us on Facebook or check our
website www.applecafe.co.uk.
On Saturday 8th March, 10:30 am–12:30 pm, we are looking forward to welcoming Kennington
Overseas Aid to launch their 2014 charity, with a representative of the chosen charity present.
Come and find out more!
Apple Café, St Swithun’s Church Hall. Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm.
— The Apple Café Team, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk

Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F)

Kennington Village

www.fairtrade.org.uk
Go Bonkers With Bananas!
If someone asked you to list five products which could be Fairtrade, I would
imagine that you may well have bananas towards the top. What may surprise www.fairtrade.org.uk
you, however, is that despite there being more Fairtrade bananas in the UK than ever before, only 1
in 3 bananas sold in Britain are Fairtrade! The reason for this is that there is immense pressure to
keep costs as low as possible.
Fairtrade Fortnight started 24th February and runs to 9th March. The Fairtrade Foundation is
campaigning to make Bananas Fair, to ensure that millions of struggling farmers get a fair deal for
their produce. Farmers are the start of the long chain of events for getting products to our tables.
They work incredibly long hours to tend to their crops. It is however a shocking fact that many
farmers earn so little that they find it extremely difficult to provide even the essential things for
their families, struggling to put food on the table and sending their children to school. What is also
worrying is that farming conditions can be very challenging and sometimes dangerous. Fairtrade
works to ensure that not only are farmers getting a fair price for their produce, therefore giving
them a much better standard of living, but that they are safe during their work.
Every day we all make thousands of decisions and choices. We need only make a small change in
being mindful when shopping, in order to bring about a huge impact on the lives of the farmers who
are at the very start of the process in bringing you these products.
But, how are we going ‘Bonkers with Bananas’ in Kennington? Fairtrade 4 Kennington will be
supporting the Fairtrade Fortnight campaign, and there will be a ‘Go Bonkers with Bananas’
bonanza in our very own Village Centre on Saturday 29th March between 2 and 4 pm, to which
you are invited. Fairtrade 4 Kennington will host stalls and events, and will also team up with the
Apple Café, where delicious food and drinks will be served.
In addition to this, the event will feature an amazing art exhibition celebrating no less than the
mighty banana! This will be an arts and crafts competition for any age with prizes for the different
age groups. Please bring along your banana-inspired art and craft piece to be exhibited on the day.
We all look forward to seeing you there!
Find more on the Fairtrade Foundation website and on Kennington’s own Fairtrade website.
Source: http://schools.fairtrade.org.uk/action/fairtrade-fortnight-2014
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Kennington Festival Group
Our AGM is on Monday 3rd March at 2 pm, to which anyone is invited. We will be
more than pleased to see you there.
I have had a request from a gentleman who has been thinking of coming to the group. He
is very keen to play Cribbage but we need a few more men to join him. Are you or do you know
anyone who may be interested. Please let me know, full training can be given!
Cakes and Tea are served during the afternoon.
Next meetings in the Village Centre on Mondays:
3rd March

Lunch for members at 1 pm
AGM at 2 pm followed by the usual meeting
th
st
17 & 31 March Meetings at 1:45–4 pm
Provisional date for Minibus Outing is Monday 7th April to Aylesbury.
Transport to meetings available for those who have mobility problems.
For any more information please email Margaret on mdbiggs@virginmedia or ring Margaret or
Peter on 01865 730353, and please leave a message with your name and telephone number if the
answer phone cuts in.

St Swithun’s CE Primary School
Sport at St Swithun’s School
Chronicle readers may be aware that additional funding is being given to schools, as part
of the Olympic legacy, to help to facilitate additional sporting opportunities for children.
So far this year, we have already had St Swithun’s teams taking part in football
competitions (boys, girls and mixed teams), cross country running and hockey. We are hoping that
some of our children who take part in our after-school gymnastics club will soon be ready to take
part in a competition too. Our children are always ready to challenge themselves and to try
something new, and it has been particularly pleasing to see children who do not play for a sports
team out of school being keen to take part in competitive
sport in school. Most recently, we had a mixed team of
children in years 3 and 4 (pictured) taking part in a
football tournament. This was the first time that they had
played together as a team and they came a very
respectable third out of thirteen teams. Well done to all the
children! We are proud of their achievement.
Taking part in team sports helps the children in so many
ways. There are the fairly obvious health and fitness
benefits from an active lifestyle, but other benefits include
developing social skills, a sense of fair play, good sporting attitudes, understanding strategy and the
ability to work with others for the benefit of the team. Opportunities to develop effective teamworking skills is something we strive to provide for the children as often as possible, as we see cooperation and collaboration as being key skills for children as they continue their journey through
the education system and eventually into the world of work.
Our children are already benefiting from this additional funding for sport and we are confident that
this will continue for some time to come. We look forward to developing links with local sports
clubs over the coming months.
Report from Reception Class on page 32.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, headteacher.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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Kennington’s Scouts
Adventure Cubs
Adventures meet on Wednesday evenings and have a
great time with Akela & Baloo! In just one night
Adventure Cubs learnt about Chinese New Year, the
animals of their birth year (Cubs are 8 to 10½ and so
we had a lot of monkeys!), learnt some Chinese (Happy
New Year and counting), made Bamboo ladders and
coloured Dragon Masks, and playing relay races and
corners.
Other themed nights have included Outdoor Challenge,
Creative Challenge—where they made a collage,
parchment letters, calligraphy writing and seals—Experiments with eggs, Fitness and Health.
Coming soon is Emergency First Aid, Pancakes, Personal Safety, and Easter Egg Hunt at Youlbury.
Endeavour Cubs
Endeavour Cubs Pack meets every Thursday evening, mostly at the Scout Hut, but we’re often out
and about on interesting visits. Our members are aged between 8 and 10½, and they take part in an
active, exciting, fun and adventurous programme of
activities. We are lucky to have the support of the Cubs’
parents, who help to run the programme, and others in
the community who come along to share their skills and
interests with the Cubs. Most recently the Cubs have
been learning about world faiths, astronomy and
science, and gaining pioneering skills, visiting
Dorchester Abbey, and the chapel and science labs at
Radley College. The Cubs even managed to solve a
crime (well, it was the case of the stolen biscuit!) using
fingerprints to detect the culprit. Their attention will
turn next to physical recreation, road safety and cycle
care with some fun trips planned over the next couple of months. We’re hoping the Cubs can go to
the Abingdon Air Show in May as part of their work towards the air activities badge and we’ll all
be aiming to do some “community service” for their community challenge.
Beavers
Beavers currently meet Tuesday term time 6–7:15 pm.
We currently have 28 members aged 6–8 years of age.
Over the last term we took the Beavers carol singing
onto the Care of the Older Persons Ward at the JR, and
the Cubs joined us for this. We’ve had two camps, been
on hikes, learnt some outdoor skills and cooking on
fires. This term we are finding out about Iceland and
completing a badge for this, we’ve made edible
volcanoes, a set of experiment geysers and more. Next
term we shall be working on various badges, one being
our air activities; the beavers will be attending the Abingdon air show, we hope joined by Cubs. We
have a camp coming up in May where we’ll be hiking, climbing and trying our Robin Hood skills
at archery! We like to earn badges, play games, make new Friends and have FUN!
Continued on page 24/…
23

…/Continued from page 23
Warrior Scouts
Aged between 10½ and 14, and meeting on Monday
nights, Warrior Scouts experience a wide range of
activities. Over the last term we have done a Fitness
challenge—seeing
improvement!—Promise
and
Community challenges, made bat boxes, gone out on a
midnight exercise, made the Guy for fireworks night, Rifle
shooting, and had a great Christmas party!
Buzz Explorers

Aged 14 to 18 and meeting on Tuesdays, Explorers recently enjoyed joining the camp for One
World County Camp and walked in the Breacon Beacons in the rain!, Explorers enjoy a varied
programme including night hikes, highway code and a Christmas party in the last week of term.
GSL (Group Scout Leader)
The 40th Oxford Scout Group is based in Otters Reach Kennington. We currently have 85 members
in our group aged 6–14 years, not to mention the adults that give up so much time to make scouting
possible in Kennington! Our numbers are always growing and we have a waiting list with more
children waiting to join.
What we need more than anything is more adult volunteers to come forward and give up an
hour or two (or even more) a week to keep scouting alive and running! If you’re aged 18 or
more and would like to join, please email the Group Scout Leader, Maria, at
maria.endeavour@gmail.com.

Kennington Link WI
March Newsletter
Our 45th Founders Day was celebrated this month with a pleasant lunch at the
Bowyers Arms in Radley. Mrs Maureen Palma, President of the Evening Institute,
was our guest and we very much enjoyed her company. Small notices containing key
items of business interest were handed round, also the current issue of “News & Views” which we
would read at our leisure.
There was plenty of light-hearted conversation as we tucked into a delicious lunch. Time passed all
too quickly before Margaret Young produced a scrumptious birthday cake to round off the meal.
This was accompanied by cups of tea and a cheerful rendering of Happy Birthday. As usual,
Rosalie had been busy with her camera, and we look forward to seeing pictures of this happy
occasion next month.
The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting on 5 th March. This will be followed by a Special
Social Time and Raffle.
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Short Health Walks in Kennington
Train to be a Volunteer Walk Leader
You might have seen adverts for new walk leaders and walking assistants in recent
editions of the Chronicle to support short walks for people with ongoing health problems or
recovering from illness or surgery.
On Tuesday 25th March there will be a Walking for Health Volunteer Walk Leader Training
Day at South Oxfordshire District Council Offices in Wallingford, commencing at 10:00 and
finishing by 15:00. The training will explain what a health walk is (and isn’t), how walking can
help prevent all sorts of illness and help people to get active again, and how you can lead and
organise a safe walk to the benefit of people in the community—and yourself!
Once you have attended the training day you can go on to help with our local short Health Walks,
which are planned to resume in spring (April, May and June).
If you are interested in adding this qualification to your CV, and can commit to leading a short
health walk (1–2 miles, 30–40 minutes), please get in touch with me for details. Places are limited
on this enjoyable course so don’t delay!
If you want to know more about the national Walking for Health scheme run by The Ramblers, go
to www.walkingforhealth.org.uk.
— Rosemary Aldgate, 01865 735419, rosemary@gardneraldgate.demon.co.uk

Pam Johnston
As many of you are aware, Pam Johnston, the previous Clerk to the
Parish Council, sadly passed away after a two and a half year battle
against a Lymphoma on her brain.
Before Kennington was fortunate enough to secure Pam’s services as
Clerk, she had a long term of Council involvement serving on the
County Council, District Council and North Hinksey Parish Council, of
which she was Chairman for some time. In her time on the District and
County she served as a member and Chairman of various
subcommittees. Her unfailing enthusiasm was instrumental in helping to
provide various leisure facilities within the Vale district.
Pam was appointed as Clerk to Kennington Parish Council in September 2002. Her contacts were
invaluable in helping to find expertise and funding to allow us to build the Links play area and the
BMX track at Forest Side, which we were proud to name PJ’s Track in recognition of her hard
work.
Pam was also to the fore in the creation of Kendal Copse, the two woodland fields at the North end
of Kennington Road. She was also one of the founders of the Health Walks, which has evolved into
well-supported twice-weekly walking groups. The Youth Club also came within her range of
interests and she was involved in the rescue of the then ailing Club.
Among her lesser known talents, Pam was a pudding maker supreme, as members of the Festival
Group and the Parish Council will no doubt testify.
When Pam reluctantly resigned as Clerk she gave invaluable support to her successor Anne. She
was involved in so many aspects of life in Kennington that it is a wonder she found time for her
own hobbies and interests.
Pam will be sadly missed by many people, not only in Kennington but across the Vale and the
County. We send our condolences to Bob and Family.
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Kennington Cricket Club history
I am compiling the history of the Kennington Cricket Club, and would welcome any information,
pictures and anecdotes of the Club.
I am especially keen for anything from before the Second World War, where I understand cricket
was played on the Water Meadows over the Tandem Bridge, and anything relating to after the war
both when the club played at Radley College and when it moved to the pitch at Playfield Road.
— Peter Biggs, peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com, 01865 730353, 07831 661365

Village Hall Stage Curtains
After some in applying and gaining Grant funding, I can now report that the Village Hall has new
stage curtains.
The Management Committee records its thanks and appreciation to the following for supporting
our project.
– County Councillor Bob Johnston for £1,000 from his Community Big Society Budget
– Vale of White Horse District Council for £729 from its Community Capital Grants Budget
– Kennington Parish Council for £500 from its Grants budget
– Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society for £300
All this support has enabled us to brighten the hall with splendid new Royal Blue Stage Curtains.
Thank you.
— Peter Biggs, Hall Secretary

Kennington Connected!
www.facebook.com/groups/kennington.connected
If you live in the Village, the new group Kennington Connected! is a great way to keep up to date
with the latest news and events. During the recent floods it was invaluable for finding out about
road closures and delays. You can use the group to advertise the news, events and issues you care
about!
There are already almost 400 members from our community, so join today and keep up with the
news.
Search for Kennington Connected! on Facebook.

Kennington Village Hall Management Committee
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 2nd April at 7:30 pm in the Village Hall
Residents of the village of Kennington who are over 18 years old are entitled to attend and vote at
this meeting.
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Fancy a game of bingo?
Kennington and Thames District Guides are having a Bingo in
Kennington Village Centre, Friday 11th April, 7 pm (eyes down 7:30)
More details to follow in April edition.
Lucky number Entry ticket £2.00 includes nibbles.
A variety of Drinks will be available.
Raffle
Please keep the evening free if you think you might like to come.
For more information contact Margaret on 01865 730353 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Wood Fuel Survey Analysis
Thank you to all those who responded to last year’s wood-fuel survey in the village. Here are some
of the findings from the survey.
While 100% of those completing the survey used wood to heat space, only one respondent said that
they used wood to provide hot water or to heat radiators. Wood was most commonly used as a
supplement to other forms of heat on cold days (just over half of those surveyed), with only 18%
using wood for their primary winter heating. Three-quarters of those surveyed burnt wood in a
stove, the remainder using an open fire.
Average wood consumption was roughly two cubic metres per year, and the majority managed to
source this wood without cost. Just under a third of respondents felt challenged by the very cold
winter of 2012–13, but even more were concerned by rising energy costs, and just under a quarter
expressed concerns about energy security.
Whilst the average length of time using wood as a source of heat was 18 years, this hid the fact that
no one surveyed had adopted wood as a fuel between 5 and 20 years ago (53% had been using
wood for at least 20 years while 47% had been using wood for 5 years or less). The potential
impact of this is that the old wisdom of wood fuel (e.g. cutting and seasoning methods or flue
installation and maintenance) may not be passed down to new users who are now adopting wood as
the age of cheap fossil-fuel comes to an end, and as stove availability increases.
A national report released by the Government Department for Energy and Climate Change in
February said that more than 40% of people would be interested in joining a community energy
group if it could help them save money on bills, but that only 2% of people actually participated in
such a scheme.
The majority of those responding to the local wood fuel survey in Kennington said that they would
be interested in a local Kennington wood fuel group, e.g. to make better use of local wood
resources, or to improve the way that we source and use wood by learning from each other.
To learn more about the survey or a local wood-fuel group, or if you have any other thoughts or
ideas on this topic, please contact Martin Hull on martin@naturetale.co.uk.
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How to change a traditional tale
St Swithun’s School (see page 20)
In Tigers and Meerkats (Reception Class), we have been learning the story of Jack and the
Beanstalk. After getting to know the story well, we recited it to our parents at Sharing Assembly.
Then we wondered how we could make the story different.
We thought what would happen if WE climbed up a magic beanstalk. What would we find at the
top? After having lots of experience working with clay before Christmas with Artist in Residence,
Steve Empson, we made 3D maps out of clay to show what we might find.

James and Henry: “Here is a house. Jack
lives in there. There is a river here and he
is sinking. Jack gets in the hole, and when
the Giant comes he shoots this ball. He hits
the giant and the giant falls in the river. We
made a skeleton of the Giants’ face, and a
fish that is trying to get from the river into
the pond.”

“We live in this mountain. It has lots of
decorations because it’s Christmas in
there. It has Santa stuck up its chimney!
There is the bridge, and there is the Giant,
he is dead. Jack put a fork in him and he
fell in the water. This is the beanstalk and a
snail is climbing up it. He is going to be
eaten by the giant!”

“Here’s a river; maybe a sea monster lives
there. He would eat all the people and all
the land. It’s a blue sea monster with sharp
teeth. He could eat a wicked witch and
Captain Hook and all his crew. I could wear
a costume so he doesn’t see me.”

“There are some big rocks to stop the
Giant from getting through. If I went there I
would climb the volcano. You might get
burnt there—maybe the Giant lives there.”

The clay has helped the children so much to fire up their imaginations and create scenes in a tactile
way. They have worked co-operatively and discussed ideas together. This will help them to develop
narrative ideas to compose their own stories with a growing vocabulary. Well done Tigers and
Meerkats!
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A big thank you from Kennington Playgroup
At Playgroup we’ve all been very busy raising money for our new windows. We’ve raised over
£9,300 and say a big thank you to everyone who has helped us so far:
Npower, through Stuart Boyes; Kennington WI; Several Oxford Colleges; Kennington Social Club;
Tubes Scaffolding; Pony Road Autos; All the parents who supported our Autumn Activity morning;
Kennington Beer Festival; The Dighton family; Charities Aid Foundation; Kennington door-to-door
collection; Vale of White Horse District Council; Everyone who supports our Community Sale
every Thursday; Claire Harris at Barclays Bank for obtaining Match funding on the raffle; our
Christmas Raffle with prizes donated by Milk & More, Kennington Co-Op, Best One, My Beauty
Room, Top Toes Podiatry Clinic, Four Pillars Hotel at Sandford on Thames, De Vere Venues at
Milton Hill House, Saïd Business School; and the kind donation of a scooter from Holly Knowles.
And on another note…
The staff and committee also thank everyone at Sainsbury’s Heyford Hill for their kind donation of
£100 to help support us in promoting healthy eating at Kennington Playgroup.
— Kate Rawlings, Chair Kennington Playgroup.

Fieldfare
Fieldfares are large, colourful thrushes, much like a mistle thrush in general
size, shape and behaviour. They stand very upright and move forward with
purposeful hops.
They are social birds, spending the winter in flocks of anything from a dozen or two to several
hundred strong. These straggling, chuckling flocks that roam the UK’s countryside are a delightful
and attractive part of the winter scene, but will soon be moving north and east to breed in mainland
Europe.
Best looked for in the countryside, along hedges and in fields, though many can be seen here in
Kennington. Hawthorn hedges with berries are a favourite feeding area. In late winter, grass fields,
playing fields and arable fields with nearby trees and hedges are favourite places. May come into
gardens in severe winters when snow covers the countryside. Like to eat berries, worms and
insects.

Kennington (Youth) Wind Band
The new Kennington (Youth) Wind Band will meet at St Swithun’s Church Hall on the first
Saturday of each month at 5:30–7 pm.
The very next meeting will be Saturday 1 st March. Cost £1 per member. Any age and beginners
welcome.
Instruments: Drums, Trombones, Tenor Horns, Saxophones, Clarinets, Flutes, Cornets and
Trombones.
Contact Pat Aitken on aitken_p@sky.com or 07768 663738.
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Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
During my first two months in Kennington, I have been busy getting to
know the local area, and finding out your concerns and issues as a community. I have had a lot of
support from local residents, and I look forward to meeting more of you in the future.
There have been several crimes in the local area recently: On 23 rd January there was a theft from a
garage and a vehicle on Edward road. The offence took place during the night and substantial
property was stolen. There has also been a burglary on Otters Reach on 15 th January where
enquiries are still ongoing. If you witnessed anything suspicious during these times, or have any
other information, please call 101.
In light of these incidents it is important that we work together in order to reduce the likelihood of
any further offences. Neighbourhood watch is a very useful scheme in which residents and your
neighbourhood policing team come together to help build a safer community. If you are interested
in starting a scheme in your area, or would like any more information, please don’t hesitate to
contact me; I would be very happy to help.
Next Have Your Say meeting: Saturday 22nd March, 3–4 pm, in the Youth Club.
PCSO Claire Smallcombe C8491
claire.smallcombe@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington, Radley & South Hinksey)
07800 702654
Police non-emergency: Dial 101 or visit www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Emergency: dial 999

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Choirs will be giving Another Afternoon of Grand Opera in the Holywell Music Room in
Oxford on Sunday 16th March at 2:30 pm. The soloists will be Claire Barratt, Sue Whorton,
Rebecca Martin, Jonathan Todd, and Stephen Barratt. The accompanist will be Nia Williams
and the conductor Trevor Cowlett.
Many of you will remember last year’s Grand Opera afternoon, which filled the hall and was very
popular. This year the choir is singing a new programme with a couple of repeats from last year. Do
come in good time for a seat and maybe bring a cushion with you! Entrance is FREE but there will
be a collection for the Thames Valley and Chiltern Air Ambulance. All details from our website
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or from Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Everyone is most
welcome. Don’t miss a real musical treat!

Guides Table Top Sale
Don’t forget the Guides’ Table Top Sale in Kennington Village Centre on
Saturday 15th March at 10 am–12 noon!
Take home a raffle prize or a homemade cake; chat over some Fairtrade tea or coffee.
There is a variety of tables booked already including Jewellery; Cakes; Bric-à-brac; Children’s;
Chinese food; Massage; Tombola; Cakes; Home; and garden items and books.
There will be something for everyone so we look forward to seeing you there!
Refreshments will be served.
You can have your own Sales table, still only £5. Ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or Liz on
01865 730053 to book your table.
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Make Kennington a dementia-friendly community
Three free training sessions from dementia specialists
Thursday 6th, 13th and 20th March: 1–3 pm, St Swithun’s Church Hall
Dementia Friendly Communities is a partnership project supported by NHS South Dementia
Challenge Fund. It raises awareness about dementia in communities and gets people thinking about
what support they could provide to their family, friends and neighbours. The vision is to create
dementia-friendly communities with more knowledge about dementia, and where people can feel
comfortable and less embarrassed by their memory problems.
To find out more call Tom at Oxfordshire Rural Community Council on 01865 883488.
The project is supported by Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, Oxfordshire County Council,
Guideposts Trust, New Dementia Care, and Oxfordshire Skills Escalator Centre.

Understanding pneumococcal carriage and disease
We are inviting children aged between 13 and 48 months and some of their
parents to take part in a study being run by the Oxford Vaccine Group Study, part
of the University of Oxford.
Children are at an increased risk of pneumonia, meningitis and blood poisoning due to a bacterium
called Streptococcus pneumoniae or pneumococcus. This bacterium frequently lives in children’s
noses. By finding out the types of pneumococcus that are carried we can further understand why it
causes disease.
Participants will only have a swab taken from the back of their nose and the option to provide a
blood sample (by finger-stick in children).
Before you decide whether to take part, it is important for you to understand exactly what the study
is about and what participation would involve. Participation in the study is voluntary; if enrolled,
you and your child may withdraw at any time.
Find out more from www.ovg.ox.ac.uk, 01865 857420 or info@ovg.ox.ac.uk.
Oxford Vaccine Group, University of Oxford, Centre for Clinical Vaccinology and Tropical
Medicine, Churchill Hospital, Headington, Oxford, OX3 7LE

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website (go to On-line Extras).
New since last notification: Spinal Injuries Association’s Fish & Chip event.
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Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship
The March meeting will be held on Tuesday 18th at 2:30 pm at 69 Upper Road.
All are welcome to this friendly meeting.

1st Kennington Guides
This term we have been working towards our
Iceland Fire & Ice Challenge with activities
including earthquake simulation and making
chocolate volcanoes. We also enjoyed a trip to
watch the KADS panto and transformed the Church Hall into an
Italian restaurant to celebrate Valentine’s Day.
We are continuing to raise funds for our summer trip to Austria. Come
and visit us at the Table Top Sale in the Village Centre on Saturday
15th March.
We would also be grateful for your support at our Bingo Night on
Friday 11th April. See next month’s Chronicle for further details.
Guides is for girls aged 10–14. You do not need to have been a Brownie to join. To arrange a visit,
please contact Jo on kenningtonguides@hotmail.com or 07940 537992.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243
An overlooked ecosystem
What a hard year it has been for garden wildlife, so let’s all make a few changes to help our visiting
friends thrive.
Our gardens are an important ecosystem that we so easily overlook.
Being over-tidy can be counterproductive as many insects need somewhere to hide during the
winter months. If you’ve spent the whole summer attracting insects into your garden and building
the food chain, you need to give them somewhere to hibernate. Predators that help gardeners
eliminate pests often hide under leaves, long grass and deadwood. All these things we often clear
away during winter.
Give what you have attracted somewhere to hide and they will emerge and be with you again in
spring.
You don’t have to grow massive wild flower meadows to be a wildlife gardener—if you only have
a balcony or window box, wild flowers can be grown in them to.
A wildlife garden may bring visions of a messy, overgrown garden with nettles and native species
only. However, if the garden is managed properly and with non-native plants, it will provide a
habitat for lots of invertebrates, insects, amphibians, birds and mammals all year round. People
always ask for gardens with year round interest, yet overlook wildlife gardening.
The value of an animal-friendly and chemical-free area for all creatures should not be underestimated; so even if you don’t have a garden you can get involved in a small but significant way
with a window box.
Happy Gardening!
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10 th
of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News
not Views. Submissions to include the name and contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.
Badminton
Kennington Walks
Apple Café

Village Centre
Village Centre Car Park
St Swithun’s Church Hall

Regular events
Mondays, 8:30–10:30 pm
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm
March

Sat
Mon
Wed
Fri
Sat

1
3
5
7
8

Tue

11

Parish Council Office
Festival Group: Lunch & AGM
Kennington Link WI
Kennington Cancer Fund: Cheese & Wine
St Swithun’s Church: Jumble Sale
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI: AGM & Witney blankets talk
Parish Council Meeting
Thames District Guides: Table Top Sale
Kennington Choirs: Another Afternoon of Grand Opera

Wed 12
Thu 13
Sat 15
Sun

16

Service
Festival Group
Kennington History Society: Morland Brewery
Ecumenical House Group
Short Informal Service
Race Night for Headway
Festival Group

Mon 17
Tue
Wed
Fri
Mon

18
19
21
31

April
1 Parish Council Planning
2 Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Office
Sat
5
Kenn. Overseas Aid: Social, film, meal (01865 739071)
Tue
8 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Wed 9 Kennington WI
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting
Fri
11 Kennington & Thames District Guides: Bingo
Mon 14 Festival Group
Wed 16 Short Informal Service
Tue
Wed

Sun

20 Service

Tue

22 Parish Council Planning
Festival Group
Mon 28
Kennington History Society: Bonnie Prince Charlie

Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Holywell Music Room
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
69 Upper Road
Edith Court Lounge
Kennington Social Club
Village Centre

10–11 am
1:00–4 pm
2:15 pm
8 pm
11 am
10 am
8 pm
7 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
2:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
1:45–4 pm
7:45 pm
2:30 pm
10:30 am
9 pm
1:45–4 pm

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Edith Court Lounge
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall

8 pm
2:15 pm
10–11 am
7 for 7:30 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7 for 7:30 pm
1:45–4 pm
10:30 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
8 pm
1:45–4 pm
7:45 pm

Are you an artist or photographer? Would you like to see your image on the cover of
the Kennington Chronicle? Contact the Editor (page 47)
47) if you have something to share!
Index of Contents: page 3.
48

Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 47.
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

