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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739356

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall 9:25 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group) 9:30 am
3rd Sunday Messy Church in Church 9:25 am

Morning Prayer in Church Hall 9:30 am
Sundays Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursdays Communion 10:30 am
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Kennington Health Centre.........................................................................................01865 730911
NHS Direct............................................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk..................................................111
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency)............................................................................................101
Area PCSO Claire Smallcombe C8491 (not 24 hours)..............................................07800 702654
Parish Clerk: Anne Feather....................kennington.pc@ntlworld.com....................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings...................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser......................................................................................01865 735634
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults).........................................................................0800 317802
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.........bobtjohnston@gmail.com...........................01865 730209
What can I recycle?.............................http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

Easter is a time when we enjoy family gatherings, bunnies’ eggs and lots of flowers. In our St
Swithun’s it is a time for regeneration and looking forward with hope. The Easter candle will be lit
and the hymns will resound with loud Alleluias.

Why the great joy? We are celebrating the resurrection of Jesus from the dead and know he is alive
for evermore, and that one day we shall be with him.

There was once a proud young priest
Who lived almost wholly on yeast.
“For,” he said, “it is plain
“We must all rise again
“And I want to get started at least.”

How do we know that the resurrection is true? Several things point to the probability of life after
death. There are the records of witnesses at the time, and the entrance to the grave was blocked by a
huge stone which could not be moved by one person. What other proof then do we have that it was
a true happening? There are few things in life that can be proved absolutely. Scientific laws are
nothing of the kind, but are probabilities. So why does God not prove to us that there is a life after
death? God does not want to bludgeon us with belief; he wants us to make choices on the balance
of probabilities. That is why he gave us free will. As Christians we live without requiring proof. So
all we need is a strong probability that Jesus is alive and put our faith in him, and live with him.

We need to do more. If you were an advertiser and wanted to put across a message, how would you
start? A big sign in lights perhaps, or lots of adverts in the newspapers or a commercial on TV.
There are still problems. The world has many different languages, and no matter how eye catching
your images are, we still manage to avoid noticing the adverts.

Is there is a different way? First the message—why not three simple words, “God loves you.” So
just collect together a small group of people and get them to enthuse about the product, and tell
their friends. Tell them that the son of God came to earth, was crucified, and rose from the dead on
Easter day, and showed all of us what eternal life is really like. They passed the message on, and so
did people over the centuries. If they had not done so, we would not know that God loves us and
wants us to live with him. We are very much a link in the chain and are a part of God’s advertising
strategy.

Of course Easter means many things to many people; but for all of us it is a special time when we
can keep the traditions alive, and be with our family and friends. It also celebrates the triumph of
hope over despair, and of faith over doubt. It speaks about God’s power to bring light and life to all,
and so gives us the idea that there is something out there that is bigger than ourselves. So let us re-
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dedicate our lives to selflessness and loving our neighbours. We can make a new beginning and feel
alive, and no matter how bad things can get, there is hope.

Enjoy the celebrations and don’t forget to tell the message that Jesus was dead and triumphed over
death, to all who will hear. You do not have to use great oratory and argument, just chat from
experience.

A happy and blessed Easter to you.
— Gerry Bowen-Thomas

Services in April

Sun 6th 9:30 am Parish Communion followed
by Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting in Church Hall, and
lunch

6:30 pm Service for KOA at the 
Methodist Church

Sun 13th 9:30 am Parish Communion

6:30 pm Compline

Sun 20th 9:30 am Easter Sunday
9:30 am Easter Communion. 

Children’s Fun Activities in 
the Hall. Followed by Easter
Egg Hunt in the Church 
grounds.

6:30 pm Compline

Sun 27th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Every Thursday: Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.

There will be  no Messy Church this month because Easter Sunday falls on the third
Sunday of the month. Therefore, there will be a family-friendly service in the Church,
to which everyone is welcome. The children will go out to enjoy fun activities in the
Church Hall. After the service, there will be an Easter Egg Hunt in the grounds. The
next Messy Church will be on Sunday 18th May.

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington
Oxford Email:
OX3 8AX minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
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WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

SERVICES IN APRIL

6th 10:30 am Passion Sunday: We welcome Jan Grimwood to lead our Morning Worship.

6:30 pm KOA Service in the Methodist Church led by the Rev Rosemary Davies, when
we hear more about the 2014 project—Nasio. All are welcome.

13th 10:30 am Palm Sunday: Worship led by the Rev Judy Turner-Smith from Ludgershall.

17th 3:00 pm Maundy Thursday: Communion Service led by the Rev Rosemary Davies.

18th 10:30 am Good Friday: An Ecumenical Service begins in St Swithun’s Church. We then
share in a Walk of Witness through the Village,  leaving the War Memorial at
11:15 am. We finish up at the Methodist Church for a short service commencing
at 12 noon led by our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies.

20th 10:30 am Easter Day: The  Rev John Rowland leads  our  Communion Service as  we
celebrate the Risen Christ.

27th 10:30 am We welcome Heidi Cottrell from Abingdon to lead our Morning Worship.

MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS

The  Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship meets at a different home each month at  2:30 pm. We
share in a short time of Bible study and prayer together, followed by a cup of tea. This month we
meet on  Tuesday 15th at  2:30 pm at  45 Cranbrook Drive. All are welcome. Details from Dilys
Cale on 739774.

Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge is held on the third Wednesday of the month and is
very informal in its style. We usually begin with a hymn and then read from the Bible and see how
its message can apply to our day-to-day life. We then offer prayer for our local community and our
world. Our next meeting takes place on Wednesday 16th at 10:30 am for 30 minutes. Do come and
join the residents—all are welcome.

MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations.  Our next  meeting takes  place on  Monday 7th at  8 pm the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.

Come along and join the services held on Palm Sunday 13th.
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Persons Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House

The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.

COFFEE MORNING: Tuesday 8th April in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring
& Buy Stalls available. This will be an Easter Special, so come and enjoy a cuppa with old
friends and new! The March Coffee Morning raised £92.60. Our May Coffee Morning will be
held on Tuesday 13th May at 10 am.

HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling  or  alcohol  is  permitted  on  Methodist  premises  and  that  currently  the  Church  is  not
available on a Saturday.
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The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Churches Together in Kennington

This  month  is  a  special  time  for  Christians  as  we  mark  the
dramatic  events  of  Holy  Week  and  Easter.  We  remember  that
Christ died in order to show His love for the whole world and
rose from death that we may find life in all its fullness.

On Good Friday, the three Churches in Kennington will be journeying together to remember the
story of Jesus’s Crucifixion and to reflect on ‘The Way of the Cross’. How does Christ’s cruel death
on a cross enable us to face some of the big questions we face in our world?

The starting points for our journey will be as follows:

10:30 am St Swithun’s Church: ‘The Way of the Cross: Suffering & Evil.’

11:15 am Walk of Witness, in which a wooden Cross will be at the front of our procession
through  the  Village.  We start  from the  War  Memorial  and make  our  way to  the
Methodist Church.

12 noon Kennington Methodist Church: ‘The Way of the Cross: Life & Reconciliation.’

You are most welcome to join us at any of the places along the way.

— Rev Rosemary Davies
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The Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

All events held in Kennington Village Centre

What a wonderful time was had by all! The Children’s Book Event to celebrate
World Book Day took place on 1st March. Tracey  Corderoy captivated the 60
children and their parents alike as a truly gifted story teller
(said Dominique). Thanks to the Oxford Children’s Book
Group for organising the event (leaflets about them can be
found  in  the  library).  Tracey  found  it  very  difficult  to
choose the winners from the 30 imaginative entries to the
cake  poster  competition.  Come and see  all  the  winning

entries on display in the library until Wednesday 9 th April. These will be
replaced by the activities from the Easter Holiday event (see below).

Spring Gala Event. Korky Paul, the honorary president of the Friends,  was the surprise guest
presenter. More details with photos next month.

Author talk and Coffee Morning—Wednesday 2  nd   April, 10:30     am Those of
you who enjoy the United Choirs concerts and the KOA musical events, will
know Nia Williams as a pianist. But did you know she is also a composer and a
novelist? Come along and enjoy her talking about her novel BIRDCAGE. Coffee
from  10:30 am.  Talk  from  11 am  to  12 noon.  Choir  members  especially
welcome; you don’t have to be a friend!

Easter Holiday Storytime—Friday 11  th   April,  3–4pm Children aged 4 to 8 years are warmly
invited to a Storytime and craft event. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Let’s Connect with Julie Summers—Monday 12  th   May, 7:30     pm We are delighted
to welcome the renowned social historian and Oxford resident, Julie Summers, who
has written a fascinating series of books, focussing on the social lives the British
population endured in the Second World War. Her titles include: The Jambusters; The
story of the WI in the 2nd World War; When The Children Came Home; Memoirs of
Wartime  Evacuees;  Strangers  In  The  House;  Women’s  Stories  of  Men Returning
From The War. Julie is currently working on a book, Fashion on the Ration, which
looks at what people wore during the Second World War. This will accompany an

exhibition planned at the Imperial War Museum, opening in March 2015.

Rhymetime for under 5’s—Monday 19  th   May 2:30–3     pm No Rhymetime session in April due
to school holidays.

Teenage Book Club Would you like to join a book club for teenagers? If you are interested find,
out more at the library.

Support your Community Library—Volunteers Needed Do you love reading? Would you like to
share your love of books with children at Storytime during holidays? Please contact Dominique!

Become a friend! Minimum donation £3 a year, but great if you are willing to donate more, and you
will  be doing your community an enormous service. Help reduce the annual administration by
setting up a standing order. More information at the library or via the website.

 All OCC libraries will be closed Good Friday to Easter Monday 

Contact Details and Library Opening Times:

Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.

Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969 Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 15th April at 2:30 pm at 45 Cranbrook Drive.

All are welcome to this friendly meeting.

Kennington Overseas Aid
Introducing the Nasio Trust

On Saturday 8th March KOA got its fund-raising season underway with an information
display  about  the  Nasio Trust,  our  chosen charity  for  2014,  in  the  Apple  Café.  The
charity’s founder, Nancy Hunt, was present and told us how the Nasio Trust grew out of her mother
caring for a baby found abandoned in her field in Kenya. In the course of the next few months,
through the various events we have planned, we will have many opportunities to learn more about
this organisation’s work in providing day care for orphaned and vulnerable children in Western
Kenya.

KOA events in April

The first  of the April  events is aimed at keen knitters.  To take part  in the  Sponsored Knit on
Saturday 5th April, 2–4pm at Edith Court, Upper Road, you don’t have to be an expert. Just turn
up, or ring Barbara Boyne on 735634 for more information. Donations of double-knitting wool will
be gratefully received.

Normally participants in the Sponsored Knit make squares for blankets. But if you want a bit more
of a challenge, we will also have available patterns and wool for knitting school jerseys for the
Nasio Trust’s children. If you can’t come to the event on Saturday 5 th, but would like to Knit for
Nasio, give Halcyon Leonard a ring on 452783.

The same evening,  Saturday 5th April, we have our  Spring Gala Night, this year entitled Keep
the Home Fires Burning. This has now sold out, with a waiting-list, so we are sorry if you have
been  disappointed.  But  think  about  coming  along  to  our  end-of-season  Bandwaves event  in
September instead.

Our other April event is the annual KOA Service. This year it will be held at 6:30 pm on Sunday
6th April in the Methodist Church in Upper Road. The speaker will be Nancy’s husband, Jonathan
Hunt.

These attractive bags and baskets
are made by local people in the area
of  Kenya where  the  Nasio Trust  is
based. They are made of local cotton
and palm leaves,  and we will  have
some  for  sale  at  KOA events  this
summer.  The proceeds help support
both the makers and the Nasio Trust.

News of the Children’s Radio Foundation

Kennington resident Naiha Masih was one of six Oxford school students trained in radio skills by
CRF in 2013. They recently visited CRF’s projects in Tanzania, for which KOA raised money last
year. If your Kennington Chronicle arrives early you may just be in time to see the film they made
about their visit at the Phoenix Picturehouse in Walton Street at 11 am on Saturday 29th March.
Tickets at the door are £5, with all proceeds going to CRF.

Chair: Halcyon Leonard (452783) www.koa.org.uk Vice-Chair: Marilyn Farr (326519)
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Parish Council Matters
April newsletter. Minutes available on-line—see page 35.

It was a packed meeting last month, as is reflected by the 6 pages of minutes!

The Council has written to the Chief Executive of Vale of White Horse District Council requesting
him to serve Notice on the owner of 137 Upper Road to force him to clear the site, as at the time of
writing, he has done little to tidy this development site.

The Council and Saïd Business School are investigating extending the 30 mph speed limit to the
far side of the flyover bridge. This would benefit both Kennington and Saïd Business School. The
bus stop around the corner would be safer and cars would enter the village at lower speeds.

The Council has made its response to the Local Plan consultation on future housing sites. The
development most affecting Kennington would be the 280-house site to the south of the Parish,
on the far side of Sandford Lane. The site is within the existing Green Belt, which the Council feels
would be inappropriate for development.

There has been no more progress on the Community Bus, as it is still awaiting a response from the
Oxfordshire County Council.

Following a suggestion from a resident, the Council is investigating the introduction of Automated
External Defibrillators (AED) to be available 24 hours a day and require no training to use. The
Council will keep you informed of its progress with this project.

A reminder that next year sees the Parish Council elections. If you are interested in standing as a
Councillor, please give me a ring for more information. Shortly there will be also information on
the village website.

Finally, the Council looks forward to seeing you at its Annual Meeting on Wednesday 30th April
at 7:30 pm in the Village Centre.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

The details of the Choirs’ concert—Another Afternoon of Grand Opera—in the Holywell Music
Room in Oxford on Sunday 16th March are not available at the time of writing. We will give full
financial details next month.

The Choirs are now starting to rehearse for their summer concerts. The programme is Trial by Jury
&  HMS  Pinafore  by  Gilbert  & Sullivan.  Rehearsals  are  held  every  Friday  evening  in  the
Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road from 7:45 to 10 pm. If you enjoy singing do come along
and join us; we are always looking for new singers. There are no auditions and no subscriptions,
and library copies will be available. All details from our website  www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or
from Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. You will be made most welcome.
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Dates of Council Meetings: April

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Saturday Office Parish Council Meeting Planning Committee Meeting
Saturday 5th, 10–11 am Thursday 10th, 7:30 pm Tuesday 1st & 22nd, 8 pm

Annual Parish Council Meeting: Wednesday 30th April, 7:30 pm, Village Centre

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the  plan  as  it  has  only  21  days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact  the  Clerk
immediately you  receive  notification  to  ensure  the  Parish  Council  members  are  aware  of  any
neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre
www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

A message from Dr John Humpreys, who leaves us on the 31st March 2014

“After thirteen years of working as a GP at the Health Centre, I am retiring from NHS
practice. It has been a privilege to work with both the patients and my colleagues, and I to thank
them for all their support and tolerance—especially when I was running late again in surgery.

“As I  leave General Practice,  I would like to make a personal observation.  I  have been aware
throughout my career of a steady rise in the demands on Primary Care. Treatments have become
more complex, chronic disease is much more often managed in the Health Centre rather than the
hospital, patients are much better informed, and we all have an expectation of remaining actively
well into our eighth decade (and beyond!).

“So while I am sorry that so often the consultation starts with “It is so hard to get an appointment
with you these days,” it is an inevitable consequence of the changes I have outlined above. I know
that the Practice spends much energy discussing and implementing changes to improve access. The
increased use of telephone consultation is one development, and texts and emails may be coming
next (but not for me!). But the face-to-face consultation has always been the central part of my role
as a GP and I will miss it greatly.

“So I apologise again to all those in the village who have waited patiently to see me and hope that
at least sometimes it was worth it. It was for me.

“I hope my successor, Dr Helen Cawthorne, is as happy at the Health Centre as I have been. I will
enjoy  reminiscing  about  it  all  with  other  Health  Centre  veterans  on  our  regular  walks  in  the
Oxfordshire countryside.”

A message from Dr Helen Cawthorne who joins us on 1st April 2014

“I would like to introduce myself. I am Dr Helen  Cawthorne and will be starting at Kennington
Medical Practice in April working Tuesdays and Wednesdays. I am a GP from Shropshire who has
moved down to Oxford as my husband has been appointed as vicar to Marsh and Toot  Baldon,
Drayton St Leonard and Berinsfield.

“I qualified in Birmingham in 1996, then trained as a GP in Dudley and Wolverhampton and was a
partner at a central Wolverhampton Practice before marrying and moving to Shropshire and having
two beautiful boys. For the last 8 years I have been working part time in a large practice in Telford.

“My medical interests are mental health and sexual health. I am looking forward to getting to know
Oxford and walking and exploring your beautiful local countryside and getting to know some of
you.”

Health Checks

We have now been offering health checks as part of a National initiative for two years. It has been a
challenge for us to know how much uptake we will get and whether we need more or less staff to
manage the service. This year we will try something different. We plan to call eligible patients
(aged 40–70 with no current known condition) and find out about their interest in having a check.
We will then be able to employ staff and plan surgeries in order to make the most efficient use of
limited resources.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net

Kennington Overseas Aid

A reminder that the KOA Sponsored Knit will take place on
Saturday 5th April, 2–4 pm, at Edith Court (off Upper Road)

All knitters welcome.
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Guiding in Kennington

Rainbows: Contact Liz on 01865 730053 or Pauline on 01865 453791
For girls aged 5–7, we meet every Monday evening.

What do Rainbows do? Here in Kennington they gather for activities based on four themes: Look,
Learn, Laugh and Love. This term we are helping the Brownies celebrate their Centenary by doing
the  Big  Brownie  Birthday  Challenge.  Challenges  that  involve  food such as  Swiss  fondue and
British pancakes are always popular. World Thinking Day was 22nd February, when we discovered
what Rainbows in other parts of the World do, played their games and made the same things such
as cards and bracelets. In the next few weeks we are designing Easter bonnets and trying French
knitting and crochet.

Brownies: Contact Angie on 01865 736271 or angieaxe258@btinternet.com
For girls aged 7–10, we meet every Tuesday evening.

We are celebrating 100 years of Brownies this year with lots of
fun things going on. We are going to have a Circus Day, which
will complete our Circus Performer badge. Later in the year,
we are going to  Cornbury for a Giant Oxfordshire Sleepover,
where there will  be a  chance to  do activities from the past,
present and future. We are also having our own local Brownie
Holiday.

Guides: Contact Jo on 07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com
For girls aged 10–14, we meet every Friday evening during term time.

We  take  part  in  a  wide  variety  of  activities—we  aim  to  have  a
residential  event  once  a  term.  During  the  past  year,  we’ve  gone
camping  in  the  New  Forest  at  Easter  and  at  Youlbury  during  the
summer, and enjoyed a Christmas Sleepover. We are looking forward to
our  Activity  Weekend in  Marlow in May and our  trip  to  Austria  in
summer. We also regularly visit Youlbury and beyond for camp-fires,
activity sessions and geocaching. Cooking and craft are always popular,
as well as taking part in village events, such as Remembrance Parade.

Abingdon Angels Senior Section: Contact samblood@thegrove72.fsnet.co.uk
For young women aged 14–25, we meet alternate Mondays in Abingdon

Before  Christmas,  we  wrapped  and  filled  shoeboxes  to  send  to
Romania as part of Operation Christmas Child. The Angels lived up to
their  name  with  a  wonderful  array  of  items.  We  spent  an  evening
making creations using nothing but chocolate—from garden slides to
beds and castles, we had it all, and ate it all too! This term we had three
members in the Oxfordshire Gang Show. We planned an evening based
on Chinese New Year for the Guides, making dragons, playing with
chopsticks and cooking delicious chop suey.

Thames (Kennington) Trefoil Guild

We are a group of 24 mostly ex Guides and Guide Leaders, but some are from Scouts or simply
enjoy a fun night out. We meet on the third Tuesday of each month, except August, in the Methodist
Church Hall from 7:30 to 9:30 pm. Our programme is varied. In April, Hilary Beale will tell us
about Abingdon Food Bank. In May, Guilds from all over the County will join us in an Icelandic
Challenge led by Liz Gaskell. June sees us delving into the Guide Archives with Eileen Hawkes,
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and we plan a Garden Party and BBQ with fun and games in July. Brian Cross will bring photos,
medals and other souvenirs from WWI as we commemorate it in September. Janet Pottle will talk
on  the  History  of  Pharmacy  in  October.  We  join  Gilliam Kane  for  ‘My  Royal  Weekend’ in
November; this will be an open evening, and all Kennington Chronicle Readers and Friends are
welcome to attend. 

Every year we have a coach trip: this year we will go in May. We also enjoy our ‘bus ride’ around
the county in August,  when some of us make use of bus passes. Our year always ends with a
Christmas Party. Our aim is to enjoy ourselves. We are a very friendly group and welcome any
female who wishes to join us.

St Swithun’s CE Primary School

At St Swithun’s Primary School, we are passionate about the education that we offer our
children: we want it to be the best! In particular, we believe in the importance of a rich,
varied  and  vibrant  curriculum,  inspiring  the  children  to  become  effective  lifelong
learners. We hope that we offer lots for everyone, whatever the children’s interests. Of
course, within this rich and exciting curriculum, every child must develop the essential skills and
knowledge of reading, writing and maths.

From 10–14 March, we celebrated our school Book Week. We enjoyed a visit from author and
songwriter Sean  Callery, who worked with each class, and really inspired the children to write.
Some of the children even wanted to stay in at break time to carry on with their writing, as they had
so many ideas to share! We had a poetry focus too, with all the children having opportunities to
read poetry during the week and to write their own poems. Each class is partnered with another
class in the school (their ‘buddy class’), so that, on various occasions, older and younger children
get to work together. In or around our Book Week, each class shared its stories and poems with
children in its buddy class.

Another  event  of  the  week  was  an  ‘Extreme  Reading
Challenge’—“Who can bring in a photo of themselves reading
in  the  most  extreme  place?”.  We  had  some  inspired  reading
locations, such as in a canoe, on top of bookshelves, on top of
climbing frames and even in a swimming pool.

Our Year 4 residential visit took place in early March (page 36).
The  majority  of  our  Year  4  children  journeyed  to  Kilvrough
Outdoor Education Centre, on the beautiful Gower peninsula in
South Wales. Maybe some Chronicle readers remember going to
Kilvrough  when  they  were  at  school?  Miss  Mitchell,  Mrs
Walker and I very much enjoyed the children’s company for the
week.  The  children  themselves  were  stars!  They  coped  with
being  away  from home  for  four  nights,  and  enjoyed  all  the
activities:  outdoor  problem-solving,  canoeing,  rock  climbing,
abseiling  and  coastal  exploration,  plus  a  day  on  the  beach,
creating beach art and exploring rock pools.

Whilst  we  strive  to  improve  learning  opportunities  and
outcomes for all our children, we know that we couldn’t do it

without the support of the wider community. Thank you to all our current volunteers, to FOSS
(Friends of St Swithun’s) who work tirelessly to raise funds for additional resources for us, to our
governors, and to everyone in Kennington who supports us.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, headteacher.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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Kennington Horticultural Society
April Newsletter www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Our new programme for  2014/15 commenced on 1st April.  If  you have  not  yet  received your
membership cards, they should be with you shortly. If you are not a member and wish to join,
please telephone the membership secretary on 730961. Membership remains at just £1.

Wednesday 23rd April, 7:30 pm, Village Centre: A “Variety of Cheese”

A presentation on types and variety of cheeses available by Mrs Gillian Draycott of Wells Stores,
Peachcroft Farm. Members £2; non-member guests £3. Refreshments complimentary.

For any of our meetings we will try and arrange transport for those members with difficulty getting
to the Village Centre. Telephone Pat Leggett on 326403.

Saturday 3rd May, 10 am–12 noon, St Swithun’s Church Grounds: Plant Sale

If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock-down prices, come along to our plant sale. A
limited number of tables is available at £9 each. Tables must be booked in advanced with Mr & Mrs
Maine on 736841 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.

Sunday 4th May: Coach Outing to the Spring Garden and Leisure Show at Ardingly, Sussex

Bookings  can  now be  made  for  this  outing  by  telephoning  the  treasurer  on  730961.  The  all-
inclusive cost will be £20 pp adult and £19 pp concessions. Non-members £2 extra. Please note that
the cost is based on advance ticket purchase operated by the event organisers. Therefore booking at
this ticket price is only available until 12th April. Thereafter the cost will increase by £2. Members
who have booked places are requested to make payment as soon as possible. Bookings are
going well!

The coach will depart Manor Grove at 8:00 am calling at bus stops through the village. We expect
to have approximately 4 hours on site. En route home there will a stop at RHS Wisley, where we
can visit the garden centre, gift shop and coffee shop. Please note that we will not have access to
the gardens unless you are RHS members in your own right.

Thursday 26th–Monday 30th June: Cornish Holiday

Final invoices will be sent out shortly, with the balance due by Thursday 1st May.

More dates for the diary

Wednesday 16th July: Evening visit to Blewbury Manor Gardens. Sunday 17th August: Coach outing
to Sir Harold Hillier Gardens. Further details in due course.

We are pleased to advise that a 10% discount can be obtained on gardening goods purchased at
Yarnton Nurseries on production of a current membership card.

Pat’s Coffee Morning
I had £170 from the Coffee Morning to give to deserving charities. In 2013, it was a pleasure to
award:

The Salvation Army £40 17th December

Save the Children £40 13th December

Shelter £40 5th December

Cancer £25

A meal for a homeless person £25 December

The Coffee Morning will only be the first Monday in each month starting Monday 7th April.

I look forward to seeing you all then.
— Pat
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Kennington Link WI
April Newsletter

The President welcomed members and one visitor to the Annual Meeting. Tickets for
the Group Meeting were on sale; this will take place on Tuesday 15 th April. Orders for
2015 Calendars were taken and bulb catalogues were available for green-fingered gardeners to
study. A collection was taken for ‘Pennies for Friendship’, and we heard that the WI Resolution
chosen  this  year  will  relate  to  increasing  the  number  of  organ  donations.  Vera  Fanning,  our
representative for the KOA Sponsored Knit, will bring her sponsorship form to the April meeting.

The AGM

The Treasurer’s Report. Christine Ravenscroft circulated professional copies of the balance sheet
and gave a comprehensive financial report showing how our funds are managed.

The 45  th   Secretary’s Report was given by Jean Mundy and it was interesting to be reminded of the
activities and outings that we have enjoyed in the past year. There was a wide variety of speakers
and it  was  pleasant  to  recall  their  respective  talks.  Names  of  committee  members  were  listed
together  with  their  particular  duties.  We  also  heard  of  the  different  voluntary  works  that  are
undertaken by members.

The  President’s  Report. Anne  Coulter  thanked  the  committee,  especially  the  Secretary  and
Treasurer who carry out their duties so tirelessly. She commented on past meetings, particularly
mentioning the September musical afternoon, and February’s luncheon outing, another successful
occasion. Rosalie Whiteley, Margaret Young and Christine Ravenscroft were congratulated on the
success of their  photographs,  which seem to appear regularly in  print.  Sadly,  Joyce Leach has
retired after several years as Minute’s Secretary. She was presented with a beautiful bouquet of
spring flowers as a mark of our appreciation.

A time  of  relaxation  and  refreshment  was  welcome  after  official  business  matters  had  been
completed. The raffle (overseen by Jean Perella and Vera Fanning) was drawn and then it was time
to  settle  down for  a  Beetle  Drive.  This  popular  game of  chance  was very  enjoyable,  and our
meeting concluded light-heartedly.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 2  nd   April when Amanda Wood will speak on New Zealand
after the Earthquake. Visitors are most welcome.

Kennington Festival Group
The lunch on Monday 3rd March was enjoyed by all, and the AGM went without a hitch.

By the time you read this we will have had a lady to entertain us on 17 th March and a
table at the Guides Table Top Sale on 15th March. We are definitely having an outing to
Aylesbury in the Bus 4 Us on 7th April. I will let you know their outcome in May’s Chronicle.

I have had a request from a gentleman who has been thinking of coming to the group. He is
most keen to play Cribbage but we need a few more men to join him. Are you or do you know
anyone who may be interested? Please let me know—full training can be given! Cakes and
Tea are served during the afternoon.

Next meetings on Mondays, 1:45–4 pm in the Village Centre:

14th April Easter Tea
28th April
12th May Lunch at 1 pm followed by usual meeting

Transport to meetings is available for those who have mobility problems.

For  any more  information  please  ring  Margaret  or  Peter  on 01865 730353 and please  leave  a
message with your name and telephone number, or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.
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Kennington Parish Council

Annual Parish Meeting 2014

Wednesday 30th April, 7:30 pm, Kennington Village Hall

All electors of Kennington are welcome to attend and participate

Agenda

1. Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting

2. Report of the Chairman

3. Financial Statement of the Parish Council 2013/2014

4. Matters arising from Reports

5. Election of three persons to Kennington Memorial Field Committee

6. Reports from the District Councillors

7. Report from the County Councillor

8. Reports from Local Committees and Organisations

9. To consider suggestions from parishioners

Cllr Colin Charlett, Chairman of Kennington Parish Council

Please send any suggestions for item № 9 by Tuesday 29  th   April to

The Clerk to the Council
Mrs A Feather
20 Kennington Road
Kennington
OX1 5NZ

or email kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Parish Council

Annual Report 2013–14

How much did your Parish Council cost you in 2013–14?

The precept was £74,806. This was the Parish Council’s share of the Council Tax for the year, a fall
of £4,296 in real terms, as the Council tax base decreased by £93.60 making a base of £1,629.40,
which is the amount raised by a Council tax of £1 (based on 1731 dwellings).

It costs a band D property £45.91, the same as for 2012–13.

Regular Commitments

• Clerk’s and Wardens’ salaries
• Maintenance of the playing areas
• Maintenance of the War Memorial
• Grass cutting of the highway verges
• Grass cutting and maintenance of the cemetery
• Maintenance of the paths and alleyways
• Repair and cleaning of the bus shelters
• Emptying the dog waste bins
• Garden Competition
• Carols around the Christmas tree

Additional spending in 2013–14

• Major maintenance to the BMX track in Forest Side
• Tree maintenance work at both Playing fields

Grants to Local Community Groups and Charities made 2013–14

• Kennington Venture Youth Club £ 800
• Kennington Village Centre £ 500
• South and Vale Carers Centre £ 300
• Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal £ 950
• Helen and Douglas House £ 50
• Oxfordshire Association for the Blind £ 150
• Abingdon & District Citizens Advice Bureau £ 425
• ENRYCH (Ryder-Cheshire Volunteers) £ 25
• 1st Kennington Guides £ 400

More details regarding the Parish Council’s activities during 2013–14, together with presentations
from both the Council  and local  organisations,  will  be given at  the Annual  Parish meeting on
Wednesday 30th April at 7:30 pm; see agenda on page 24.
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1st Kennington Guides
This term we have been working towards our Iceland Fire & Ice Challenge
with  activities  including  earthquake  simulation  and  making  chocolate
volcanoes.  As  part  of  the  Big  Brownie  Birthday  Challenge,  we’ve  been
learning how to make fake wounds and how to treat them, as well as weaving Japanese braids and
loom bracelets. We enjoyed a trip to see the KADS panto, and transformed the Church Hall into an
Italian  restaurant  to  celebrate  Valentine’s  Day.  Three  members  of  our  Unit  performed  in  the
Oxfordshire Gang Show, which we enjoyed watching.

We are continuing to raise funds for our summer trip to Austria. We thank the Parish Council for
their grant towards our trip and our Centenary celebrations (more details later in the year). We
would be grateful for your support at our Bingo Night (see page 28).

Guides is for girls aged 10–14. You do not need to have been a Brownie to join. To arrange to visit,
please contact Jo on 07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.

Kennington History Society
In February the History Society held its  Annual General Meeting at which a moment’s silence
was held in memory of  Pam Johnston. In his annual report, the Chairman said it had been yet
another successful year, the talks held had been well received and attendances at meetings remained
high. He added that the Society’s Coach Visit to Portsmouth and the new Mary Rose Museum had
been well supported. He concluded by saying he would not be seeking re-election as Chairman this
year. Following a healthy report by the retiring Treasurer, Doreen Horseman, a new committee was
elected and it was agreed, following a show of hands, that this year’s Annual Coach Visit should
be to  the  historic  city  of  Hereford.  The Chairman then,  on behalf  of  the members,  presented
Doreen  with  a  bouquet  of  flowers  as  a  thank-you  for  her  many  years  of  service  as  Society
Treasurer. The formal part the Meeting was followed, as usual, by a Members’ Evening in which
members David Holt and Mark Horseman gave short interesting presentations of an historic nature.

Going to press, the Society’s next event is a talk entitled ‘The History of Morland’s Brewery’ by
Bill Mellor. Report next month.

‘this month’ — Due to the Easter Holiday this year the History Society’s April Meeting will be
held in the Methodist Church at 7:45 pm on Monday 28th April, a week later than normal. The
Ex-Chairman is looking forward particularly to illustrated talk by one of our members, David Holt,
entitled ‘Bonnie Prince Charlie’ : The Long Road to Culloden.

‘next month’ — The Society’s next event will
be held on  Monday 19th May  at  7:45 pm  in
the  Methodist  Church.  Clare  Sargent will
give  a  presentation  of  real  local  interest,
entitled ‘Radley College’: The History of the
School, Grounds and Buildings. It should be
very interesting.

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2.50.

In early March the History Society held its first Committee Meeting following the AGM. Newly
elected  member,  Philip  Martin,  was welcomed to  the  group.  Also,  following the  retirement  of
Chairman, George Ross,  Gerry Bowen-Thomas,  Bob Johnston and Philip Martin were elected
to serve as Co-Chairmen of the Society, on a rotating basis..

Sadly,  for  the  second month  running,  I  must  conclude by paying special  tribute,  this  time  to
founder member  Peter Hooper, who  has passed away. Peter was active member of the History
Society from its formation until illness over came him. Before this he was a leading member of the
forerunner of the Society, the Kennington History Project.

— George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

27

mailto:kenningtonguides@hotmail.com


Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F)
www.fairtrade.org.uk

Go Beyond Bananas

The  largest  event  in  the  Fairtrade  calendar  is  Fairtrade  Fortnight,
which took place in  February and March.  The theme of  this  year's
event was “Stick with  Foncho to make bananas fair.” The campaign,
based around a real 44-year-old banana farmer  Foncho Cantillo from
Colombia,  was  to  alert  us  to  the  fact  that  supermarkets  are  using  bananas  as  loss  leaders.
Supermarkets regularly buy and sell bananas for less than their real value in order to get customers
in through the door. For the supermarkets, the loss they make on bananas is recouped by huge
profits  elsewhere.  For  farmers,  the  low cost  of  bananas  is  crippling,  but  by  buying  Fairtrade
bananas we can make sure that farmers are paid a proper living wage for their efforts.

It's not just about bananas though. There are many other products from flowers, coffee, cashew
nuts, olive oil and baked beans through to wine, cotton and gold where the trade of goods exploits
people.

Just one example of the advantage to workers brought about by Fairtrade comes from the story of
Doricca and Mary, who now have a borehole in their village paid for with the Fairtrade premium on
locally-grown sugar. They live in the village of Chinangwa, close to Kasinthula Cane Growers Ltd
in Malawi, which supplies Traidcraft (a trading company and a development charity) with sugar.
The Fairtrade premium has provided boreholes for two villages—helping hundreds of local people
to have access to clean,  safe water.  “Before,  we had to fetch the water from  Kasinthula," said
Doricca. “If we went at around 5 am, we used to come back at about 8 am. We are so proud because
we have good water  close to  us.”  Mary added,  “We would like to  see more  boreholes  in  the
surrounding villages because then the whole community can have safe water.”

Remember Foncho when you buy bananas; also remember all the other impoverished workers of
the world.  Fairtrade products  mean a few extra  pence from us,  but  they make the world of a
difference to the farmers and their communities.

Contact Robin Mason on 01865 321044 for further local information.

Bingo!
Kennington Village Centre on Friday 11th April

Doors open at 7 pm — Eyes down at 7:30

Lucky Number Entry Ticket £2, includes nibbles

A variety of Drinks will be available — Raffle

Please support our local Guides

For more information ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or Email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Stained Glass in Oxford
A talk by Brian J Lowe

Kennington Village Centre

Wednesday 9th April, 7:15 pm

Why not come along!

Kennington Women’s Institute
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Kennington Youth Club
The Youth Club is doing well, and it is lovely to see the young people coming
every week. Crodget ball, a new invention, was not as popular as we thought it
would be—it turns out it is not new but already a game with a different name.
The young people have recently had a four-aside football tournament, winners
earning themselves a bag of  Haribo; though I like to think it was not the prize that had them all
volunteering for teams.

The computers, which are child-protected, are on every week. There will be a competition on for
whoever can design the most appealing web page for the Club, with a cash prize for the winner.
The arts and crafts have been kept low-key; since the young people “redecorated” the club walls, it
was thought that one ruined outfit we just about all we could get away with. However it will be
picking up again, so you have been warned!

The Youth Club is  now open on a  Thursday as  well  from 7–9 pm. Computers  will  be on and
activities planned in the hall for the young people from year 6–11 to join in. The tuck shop will also
be open. So come along in.

Another exciting development is the plan to start up a Code Club, which will give the young people
access to programming skills through the creation of games, animations and web sites.

The 200 Club is still up and running. If you would like a form, you can pick them up from the club.
For more information on the 200 Club, talk to Kim Smith or Roy King, both of whom are usually
in the club on a Monday at some point.

If you feel your Monday or Thursday evenings are too relaxed and just not as exciting as they could
be, or you fancy having some company, feel free to volunteer on either evening—it is always nice
to see new faces and just as nice to see the regulars. Thank you to all the volunteers so far and we
hope you enjoyed it so much you would like to come again.

— Tabby, KYC Youth Leader

Kennington Strollers
Take your first steps towards an active lifestyle!

New short walk in Kennington, Tuesdays at 2 pm in April and May, starting Tuesday 1st April

Meet at the Playing Field, Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford
(Free Parking available in the playing field car park)

I was the founder of Kennington Health Walks in May 2003, and led walks on my own for the first 
few months. The late Pam Johnston quickly became interested and trained as a walk leader, and so 
became the second trained walk leader. Pam was then persuaded to be our first Chairman because 
of her vast experience. We established a small committee comprising Chair, Treasurer and 
Secretary, and adopted a proper constitution for the group at the first AGM in 2004. This enabled 
me to raise small amounts from the Parish (£50) and County councils (£200) for the group. I then 
got a Community Champions grant of £1,000 in 2004, which has lasted us ten years; there is still 
£39.00 in the bank account!

It was Pam who inspired me to start up the short walks again last summer, choosing the new name
Kennington Strollers; she was fit enough to enjoy a short stroll between May and September and
helped again as a walk leader. I am sad to have lost her support and personal encouragement, but
feel that she would be pleased that the walks live on, offering short walks to people who need them
most to enable recovery from, or management of, a long term condition.

We stroll round the playing field in a small group or in pairs at your own gentle pace to help regain
fitness and stamina. Please just turn up with comfortable sturdy shoes, and dress for the weather.
Enjoy tea afterwards in the Pavilion.

For further information, contact me (Rosemary) email rosemary@gardneraldgate.demon.co.uk or 
phone 01865 735419, or see www.walkingforhealth.org.uk.
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Kennington Women’s Institute
April Newsletter

The 88th AGM of the Kennington Women’s Institute was held on 12th March. The accounts were
agreed  and  the  committee  thanked  for  their  work  throughout  the  year.  There  being  no  other
nominations, the committee was reselected. The WI News and Views magazine was discussed, and
various trips, workshops and courses identified for members and non-members to attend.

The talk ‘The History and Memories of Witney Blankets’ was given by Valerie Burton who, along
with her husband, had worked at the Witney Blanket Company during the 1960s. Valerie gave a
detailed account of the rise of the industry in Witney during the 12 th century due, in the main, to the
quality of the Cotswold sheep’s wool. The industry relied on families to undertake much of the
work to create the cloth and urine was commonly used to bleach it. The talk charted the rise of the
popularity of the cloth and in the 1730s blankets were shipped to America and sold to the American
Indians. Gradually the blankets were sold further afield. During the 1800s the Industrial Revolution
meant that work practices changed; instead of it being a family affair the work went into larger
mills, and often families were replaced by one or two operators. The ‘Spinning Jenny’ was one
example  of  a  machine  taking  over  from  man.  The  mills  of  Northern  England  were  also  in
competition with Witney, often taking its name in order to give their often-inferior product greater
value in the market place. As progress continued road and barge gave way to railway as the main
form of transport  to  take the finished blankets to London. At the height of the demand at the
beginning of the 20th century Witney blankets were so desirable that one London firm alone put in
an order for 72,000 blankets. Then gradually the demand for blankets declined. Wool became less
in demand for blankets—being over taken by synthetic yarn. Wool started to be imported from
Australia and New Zealand. Finally, after more than 300 years of blanket making in Witney, the
final mill closed in 2002.

This was a fascinating talk and we have many more to come during the coming year.

We meet every second Wednesday in the month at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre.

We do welcome non-members. Why not come along and meet us. In the coming months these are
some of the talks we have arranged: Stained Glass in Oxford; Maundy Money and Silversmithing;
Stage Magic; and Farmhouse and European Cheeses.

Sand Martin

Some birds have been with us since February, others are just arriving from the wintering grounds in
Africa. The arrival of the Sand Martin symbolises the end of winter and the start of spring.

Sand Martins are about the same size and weight as a blue tit, but with dark brown upper parts and
dark under wings contrasting with otherwise pale under parts divided by a
distinctive dark chest bar. They are agile fliers, feeding mainly over water,
where they will catch invertebrates. They will perch on overhead wires or
branches and are gregarious in the breeding season and winter.

The Sand Martin's twittering song is continuous when the birds are on the
wing, and becomes a conversational undertone after they have settled in
the  roost.  They  may  be  seen  along  rivers  and  other  water  bodies
throughout  the  UK.  Also  found  around  man-made  gravel  pits  where
artificial nesting banks are sometimes provided.
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Kennington Playing Fields Association
The AGM of the Kennington Playing Fields Association will take place at the conclusion of our
next ordinary meeting on Monday 28th April, which should be around 8:30 pm. It will take place in
the pavilion at Playfield Road. This is a public meeting and all are welcome.

The  Kennington  Playing  Fields  Association  is  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  running  of  the
facilities at both Playfield Road and Forest Side. They support a football club and a cricket club as
well as a wide range of both formal and informal recreational activities. The new round closed goal
is proving particularly popular.

— Bob Johnston, Secretary

Garage and Cake Sale

Saturday 3rd May, 10:30 am–2:30 pm, 110 Kennington Road

Raising money for:

Oxford Spires Scout Trip this summer to
Kandersteg International Scout Centre in Switzerland

Summer 2014

Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243

Moving into Spring

Spring: a wonderful time for wildlife gardens! It seems that every day brings new findings, green
shoots and buds, the days are growing longer and warmer.

Prepare for endless the excitement from now on if you garden using wildlife gardening principles!

A key task as we leave Winter and move to Spring is make sure you have cleaned out your bird-
boxes so that they are good to go for new nesting birds. Often the bedding from the previous season
and from roosting birds  over Winter  is  still  in  there.  Nesting birds don’t  always clear  out  old
bedding. It can be infested with mites, affecting breeding success by overwhelming new hatchlings.
Give them a helping hand by clearing out the bedding so they start afresh.

It happens every year when, one Spring morning, suddenly the bees appear. That is when I’m sure
that spring is finally here. Bees and pollinators will thrive in your wildlife garden if you’ve planted
early nectar-rich plants. Often bees are weak after the long Winter, and unless they can re-energize
quickly, sadly they die off. So early flowering plants like Crocuses are key—as are late flowering
things such as Ivy.

The first butterflies often appear on those first warm days, often waking in warm sheds thinking it
is warm outside too. Often it isn’t truly warm enough to sustain them, but keep your eyes peeled—
it’s all about to happen!

What’s  happening  now in  your  spring  wildlife  garden?  Why not  share  your  experience?  This
wildlife  gardening  lark  sustains  itself  by  sharing  experiences,  and  I  learn  as  much  from your
feedback as, I hope, you do from my scribblings. Let me (Stuart) know on 01865 747243.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library. A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who
prefer larger print. Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to
On-line Archives).
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Year 4 Residential to Kilvrough Manor

Early on Monday 3rd March, a positive bunch of Year 4 children huddled outside St Swithun’s
School buzzing with excitement.  A huge coach parked up beside them and the children started
loading on their suitcases. When they got on, there may have been the shedding of a couple of tears
as goodbyes were said, but everything worked out really well. We were off on our first school
residential!

The journey was very long! We watched two funny films, and we needed to stop for a drink and a
biscuit, however eventually we arrived at our destination—Kilvrough Manor.

After our welcome meeting, where we met with the centre staff and looked at the aims of the week,
we were set off on some tasks. When we got into our dormitories we had to make our beds. This
was a little challenging, but people finally got it done. After lunch we were kitted out with hard hats
and overtrousers, and did a range of problem-solving activities around the grounds. These were
great fun, and it gave us the opportunity to get to know our new groups much better.

Over the next few days we did some amazing activities. Canoeing was just awesome. We needed to
wear helmets and life jackets to help us stay safe. At the start, when we climbed into the canoes we
seemed all a little bit clueless, but we soon figured it out and we were like professionals in no time!
After we had finished the canoeing, we were given the choice of wading in the canal… and some of
us did!

During the week, we also did rock climbing and abseiling. We went down to the coast to Foxhole
and Pobbles beaches to basically cling to rock faces. It was all rather challenging and a little bit
scary to be hanging over the side of a cliff tied on with ropes, but we managed it. It was fantastic to
get back down on firm ground, but we all felt very proud of what we had achieved.

Every one of us thoroughly enjoyed our first school residential to Kilvrough Manor. It was such an
exciting and fun-filled week.

We say a very big thank you to Miss Mitchell, Mrs Atkinson and Mrs Walker for organising it and
taking us. We also thank the staff at Kilvrough Manor for working so hard to make our stay an
enjoyable one.

It has been one of the highlights of year so far!
— Annie and Ellen

Kennington Village Hall Management Committee

Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 2nd April at 7:30 pm in the Village Hall

Residents of the village of Kennington who are over 18 years old are entitled to attend and vote at
this meeting.

Girlguiding Table Top Sale
A big Thank You to all those who supported the Girlguiding Table Top Sale,
both as Table holders and customers.

We hope both buyers and sellers were pleased and that you will return next year.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
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DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact  the  Distribution  Manager  for
queries or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10th

of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £10 £60

¼ page 100×145 mm £15 £90

½ page 205×145 mm £25 Currently full

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is  News
not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  the  name  and  contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news

CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

mailto:editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
mailto:distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
mailto:adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.

Regular events

Badminton Village Centre Mondays, 8:30–10:30 pm
Kennington Strollers Playing field, Playing Road Tuesdays, 2 pm
Kennington Walks Village Centre Car Park Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm

April

Tue 1 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 2 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 5
Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Kenn. Overseas Aid: Social, film, meal (01865 739071) Village Centre 7 for 7:30 pm

Tue 8 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 9 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 11 Kennington & Thames District Guides: Bingo Village Centre 7 for 7:30 pm

Sun 13 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 14 Festival Group Village Centre 1:45–4 pm
Tue 15 Ecumenical House Group 69 Upper Road 2:30 pm
Wed 16 Short Informal Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Tue 22 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Mon 28
Festival Group Village Centre 1:45–4 pm
Kennington History Society: Bonnie Prince Charlie Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

May

Sat 3
Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Kennington Horticultural Society: Plant Sale St Swithun’s Church Hall 10 am–12 noon

Sun 4 Kennington Horticultural Society: Trip to Ardingly Ring Brian 01865 730961
Wed 7 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Thu 8 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 10 Kennington Cancer Fund: Shoe Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Mon 12 Festival Group Lunch Village Centre 1–4 pm

Tue 13
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 14 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm

Sun 18 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Wed 21 Short Informal Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
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Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message

out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 47) is happy to help.

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
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