KENNINGTON CHRONICLE
May 2014
Cuckoo; page 11

The Village Magazine
now in its 30th year — Issue 338

Eights Week Oxford
Last week in May
It’s in the CHRONICLE
and online at www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen
The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

01235 554739

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc.
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC

01865 739751
01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott
Gerry Bowen-Thomas

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH
22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ

01865 730950
01865 739356

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH

01865 730950

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett

01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall
Mondays
Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road
4th Wednesday in the month
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent
Children’s Church
Choir
St Swithun’s Guild

9:25 am
6:30 pm
2:30 pm
01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday
3rd Sunday

Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group)
9:30 am
Messy Church in Church
9:25 am
Morning Prayer in Church Hall
9:30 am
Sundays
Evening Service
6:30 pm
Thursdays
Communion
10:30 am
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage
By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts
Kennington Health Centre.........................................................................................01865 730911
NHS Direct............................................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk..................................................111
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency)............................................................................................101
Area PCSO Claire Smallcombe C8491 (not 24 hours)..............................................07800 702654
Parish Clerk: Anne Feather....................kennington.pc@ntlworld.com....................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings...................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser......................................................................................01865 735634
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults).........................................................................0800 317802
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.........bobtjohnston@gmail.com...........................01865 730209
What can I recycle?.............................http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
2

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Index of Contents
Articles & Advertisements.....................................................................................7–43
Church pages............................................................................................................3–7
Contacts and Submissions..........................................................................................43
Kennington Village Diary..........................................................................................44
The Parish Church of St Swithun.................................................................................2
Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts.......................................................................2

St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Keep on thinking, said one of my friends… Think about the things that are good, think about the
things that challenge your heart and mind, and keep on thinking because we never get to the end of
working out the ways of this amazing world, the people in it and the God who created it. At times it
is challenging; at times we wonder what and why, and cry out to God,
We believe…
but as we think and explore, we discover that there are diamonds in the
…every human being
has a worth worth seeing;
dust around us.
I was surprised to see the lyrics of one of Elvis’s songs:
Put your hand in the hand of the man Who stilled the water
Put your hand in the hand of the man Who calmed the sea
Take a look at yourself
And you can look at others differently
During the week up to Easter we thought a lot about the man Jesus,
who travelled towards one of the most awful deaths anyone could
suffer—for individuals and for the whole of humankind. He ate with
his friends and walked dusty roads. He was praised and adored—and
killed… yet as he came to his disciples after his resurrection, he told
them about the peace he brings to hearts and minds. He didn’t scold
them for their struggles to believe in him—or their desertion of him as
he died—or for denying that they knew him. He blessed them, gave
them his peace and told them to get on with living and telling others
the good news.

Every name
is a sound worth saying;
your potential is
a prayer worth praying.
You see coal—God sees diamonds.
We believe in the grace
of the gifts God gives;
His breath in everything that lives;
Greater gifts to be discovered.
Deep in you
Disguised, dust covered
You see coal—God sees diamonds
We see God seeking
a servant generation;
Kindness as the kindling
To kick start transformation;
Love as liberation
Of a captive creation.
We are digging
For the diamonds
God sees.

The amazing thing about Jesus and God the Father is that they they
look at our hearts and the potential that we have and are always generous to us—even though they
know our failing, our wrongs and our struggles. They love us!

A young man who seemed to have everything came to Jesus to ask him about eternal life. As he
talked with Jesus, he decided he wasn’t able to do as Jesus asked; his wealth and security and
possessions mattered more to him than following Jesus—and he went away sadly. And the disciple
who was there said, “Jesus looking at him loved him…” and let him go.
Sometimes (perhaps not often enough!) I look at somebody and just stop and think how
much God loves them! Sometimes my heart overflows with love for them too. But if it’s
at a time when I have been feeling exasperated or cross, I am challenged and have to say
a quick silent sorry. But the point is that God see the diamonds where we often see the dust or the
dirty bits of coal. And he goes on seeing them… for ever.
Let’s remember that we are people who are loved and saved and enjoyed by God—and so are all
the others around us each day! So let’s go on, praying that we will be able to look at others through
his eyes not our own!
— Pam McKellen
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Services in May
Sun 4th 9:30 am Parish Communion with
music group
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 11th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 18th 9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in Church
Hall
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 25th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Every Thursday there is a Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church at St Swithun’s. This
month Messy Church will be on 18 th May. Messy Church starts at 9:30 and usually
finishes by about 11. You can come and have breakfast—cereal, toast, yoghurt,
croissants, pain au chocolate, etc., and then feel free to wander round and see the
activities or join in a discussion if you want to, all very relaxed. It is church with craft activities that
help people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages can enjoy it. We
use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. If you want to know
more, come along and sample it! You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road
01865 763676
Headington
Oxford
Email:
OX3 8AX
minister@limewalk.org.uk
You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN MAY
4th 10:30 am We welcome Jennifer Thompson from Chalgrove to lead our Morning Worship.
11th 10:30 am Christian Aid Week begins. Our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies,
leads a 40-minute service, and then we will hold our Church AGM to which
anyone from the village is invited to attend.
th
18 10:30 am Aldersgate Sunday. Jim Hewitt from the Church of the Holy Family, Blackbird
Leys, leads our Morning Worship.
th
25 10:30 am We welcome the Rev Jean King, one of our retired Ministers, to lead our
monthly Communion service.
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MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
The Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship meets at a different home each month at 2:30 pm. We
share in a short time of Bible study and prayer together, followed by a cup of tea. This month we
meet on Tuesday 20th at 2:30 pm at 3 Cranbrook Drive. All are welcome. If you would like more
details about the group please contact Dilys Cale on 739774.
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge is held on the third Wednesday of the month and is
very informal in its style. We usually begin with a hymn and then read from the Bible and see how
its message can apply to our day-to-day life. We then offer prayer for our local community and our
world. Our next meeting takes place on Wednesday 21st at 10:30 am for 30 minutes. Do come and
join the residents—all are welcome.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 5th at 8 pm the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
The next Churches Together in Kennington committee takes place in the Methodist Church on
Thursday 15th May at 8 pm. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon.
COFFEE MORNING: Tuesday 13th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The April Coffee
Morning raised £99.10. Our June Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 10th June at 10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
5
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Churches Together in Kennington
This month is a special time for Christians as we mark the dramatic
events of Holy Week and Easter. We remember that Christ died in
order to show His love for the whole world and rose from death that
we may find life in all its fullness.
On Good Friday, the three Churches in Kennington will be journeying together to remember the
story of Jesus’s Crucifixion and to reflect on ‘The Way of the Cross’. How does Christ’s cruel death
on a cross enable us to face some of the big questions we face in our world?
The starting points for our journey will be as follows:
10:30 am @ St Swithun’s Church: ‘The Way of the Cross: Suffering & Evil.’
11:15 am Walk of Witness, in which a wooden Cross will be at the front of our procession through
the Village. We start from the War Memorial and make our way to the Methodist Church.
12 noon @ Kennington Methodist Church: ‘The Way of the Cross: Life & Reconciliation.’
You are most welcome to join us at any of the places along the way.
— Rev Rosemary Davies

Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 20th May at 2:30 pm at 3 Cranbrook Drive.
All are welcome to this friendly meeting.

Help for the Homeless: Kennington Churches Together
The collection for Oxford Homeless Pathways will take place on Sundays 11th & 18th. We request:
➢

Towels & toiletries; Value toothbrushes.

➢

Blankets will go to another another homeless charity.

➢

Household items for the re-homing project: crockery; pots & pans; cutlery; bed linen.

➢

Food items for easy meals: cereals; long-life milk; tins of beans, spaghetti, soup, minced
beef, and tuna; Marmite; breakfast cereals. Please check the sell-by-dates.

➢

Special request: men’s and women’s underwear and socks.

If you are unable to leave your donation at one of the Kennington Churches, please contact one of
John Marson 01865 735145, Ann Coulter 01865 739271, or Dave Butler 01865 739487.
Many thanks for your help, which all at the Oxford Homeless Pathways greatly appreciate.
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Making Kennington dementia-friendly
A small group of residents recently met to discuss how to help to make Kennington more dementiafriendly. We wish to contact Kennington carers who presently care for a person with dementia, so
that we can ascertain their needs with a view to forming a local support group for people with
dementia and their carers.
The difficulties we have are reaching people with dementia who might need some support, working
out with them and their carers what that support might be, and matching them with potential
volunteers. At this early stage we don’t know if there is a need for a support group or if there are
enough volunteers willing to help.
If you are interested in finding out more, would like to get involved as a volunteer, or are a carer of
a person with dementia, please contact either Dee Grant on 01865 739423 or Linda Frankum on
01854 739758.

Dyslexia Research Trust Family Fun Run Day
Saturday 31st May, 10am–4pm
A fun-filled day for all the family. FREE entry to University parks. Colour maze, face painting, hot
food stalls, beer and refreshment tent, and much more. RSPB will also attend with kids’ activities.
Join our 5 km or 1 mile walk or run (11 am & 12 noon) around the parks. The £5 fee goes to
Dyslexia Research Trust.
Registration desk opens 9:30 am at Keble Gate near main entrance to University Parks, Parks Road.

Lock volunteers
For the last three years volunteers have been assisting our Lock Staff on the Thames at the 45 locks
along its length between Lechlade and Teddington. Now, ahead of our fourth season, we invite you
to apply to become a Volunteer Assistant Lock Keeper at a lock near you.
We are looking for volunteers who can commit to assisting at least one day a week, 11 am–5 pm,
between May and the end of September. We particularly need volunteers along the river between
Reading and Lechlade. Volunteering is a great way to meet people and to find out more about the
Thames, its history, wildlife and management. At the same time volunteers know that they are
doing something worthwhile and appreciated.
For an information pack and application form, please call 01491 828360 or email
thames.volunteers@environment-agency.gov.uk.

8

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

9

10

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Cuckoo
The cuckoo is a dove-sized bird with blue-grey upper parts, head and chest with dark
barred white under parts. With their sleek body, long tail and
pointed wings they are not unlike kestrels or sparrow-hawks. Sexes
are similar and the young are brown. They are summer visitors, usually
arriving in mid April, which can be seen and more often heard throughout
Britain, and are and well-known brood parasites. The females lay their eggs in the nests of
other birds, especially meadow pipits, dunnocks and reed warblers, and provide no parental
care of their young. Cuckoo eggs mimic those of their most common hosts. If the hosts notice the
extra egg they will abandon the nest. The newly-hatched cuckoo chick immediately ejects other
eggs and chicks from the nest of its host. A cuckoo chick will often grow to be much larger than its
unsuspecting foster parent. Their recent population decline makes this bird a Red List species.

Kennington Link WI
May Newsletter
The nickname for New Zealand is ‘The Shaking Islands’, which isn’t surprising as we
heard they have suffered 30,000 tremors since the earthquake of 2011. Amanda Wood,
speaking on ‘Christchurch after the Earthquake’, showed pictures of the dreadful damage the
city had suffered. Unfortunately a lot of buildings had not been built to earthquake standards, and
this contributed to the death of 185 people, many of whom were young students. We learnt that
reconstruction work is progressing slowly, but badly damaged buildings are still needing to be
shored up with shipping containers. There are also 10,000 houses in the suburbs that have yet to be
demolished as they are not safe for habitation. Pictures showed that the cathedral is still in a sorry
state but a new, modern church has been built nearby which is more in keeping with today’s needs.
An appropriate remembrance was made a year after the earthquake as 185 butterflies were released
into the air, and on the 2nd anniversary 185 empty chairs represented a fitting memorial. The speaker
told us that the motto for Christchurch is “Hope and Strength for the Future”, which seems very
appropriate in the circumstances.
The President had earlier opened the meeting by welcoming the members, and a small number of
business matters ensued. Programmes for the coming year were distributed. Orders were taken for
next year’s Diaries and Calendars (we congratulate Rosalie on having one of her excellent
photographs included in the calendar). Vera Fanning will represent us this month at the KOA
Sponsored Knit. Orders were taken for News & Views, but there will be another chance to order
these next month. A full and interesting report on the recent Annual Meeting in the Town Hall was
given by Rosalie Whiteley.
Among the correspondence was a letter of thanks from Joyce Leach for flowers she received last
month. She had enjoyed her time as Minutes’ Secretary and appreciated the friendship of all the
committee members.
The next meeting will be on 7th May, when we will discuss and vote on the Resolution. This will
be followed by musical entertainment, so we look forward to a happy afternoon.

Garage and Cake Sale
Saturday 3rd May, 10:30 am–2:30 pm at 110 Kennington Road
Raising money for:
Oxford Spires Scout Trip this summer to
Kandersteg International Scout Centre in Switzerland
Summer 2014
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1st Kennington Guides
This term, our girls chose to support a Scottish Guide group that has put
together the Clydesdale Challenge as part of raising funds to attend this
summer’s WINGS International Scout and Guide Jamboree. As part of this
Challenge, we have been learning about different horse breeds and making horseshoe crafts.
We are also helping the Brownies to celebrate their Centenary with the Big Brownie Birthday
Challenge. This Challenge runs throughout 2014 with opportunities for girls to develop themselves
and learn about their community and the wider world. As part of the World section, we built and
raced Chinese Dragon Boats.
Our term ended with an outdoor wide game: solving clues, learning to communicate by radio and
using our map-reading and team-working skills to find where the Easter Bunny had hidden the
chocolate treats.
We are looking forward to next term and hoping that the lighter evenings will allow us to enjoy
more outdoor activities. We have our Longridge Activity Centre weekend coming up soon and our
exciting adventure to Austria this summer is getting ever closer. Raising funds for this trip is nearly
complete. We are grateful to everyone who made our Bingo evening such a success. We hope you
had a great time. Our thanks go to Millets Farm Centre, Sainsbury’s, the Co-Op, The Tandem and
Witney Lakes Resort for their support with this event.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. You do not need to have been a Brownie to join. For more
information or to arrange to visit, please telephone Jo on 07940 537992 or email her at
kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.

Kennington Horticultural Society
May Newsletter
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
rd
LAST CHANCE: Saturday 3 May, 10 am–12 noon, St Swithun’s Church Grounds:
Plant Sale
If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock-down prices, come along to our plant sale. A
limited number of tables is available at £9 each. Tables must be booked in advanced with Mr & Mrs
Maine on 736841 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.
Sunday 4th May: Coach Outing to the Spring Garden and Leisure Show at Ardingly, Sussex.
Bookings now closed.
Saturday 21st June
Kennington Horticultural Society in conjunction with the St Swithun’s Church Gardening Gang
will run the garden produce store at the Church Fête on 21 st June. This year will feature
demonstrations on how to propagate cuttings. If you are unsure how to do this and would like to
increase your stock, bring along some cuttings and be shown how to propagate them.
Wednesday 16th July
Evening visit to Blewbury Manor gardens. This is a special opening for Society Members. Entry
and refreshments is £6 pp. Transport by volunteer private transport. Bookings can be made with the
treasurer on 730961. When booking, please indicate if you require or can provide transport. Meet in
the Village Centre car park ready to depart at 6.30 pm.
Yarnton Garden Centre
The Society has secured a 10% discount on garden products at Yarnton Nurseries on
production of a 2014/2015 programme.
12
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Kennington Overseas Aid
KOA’s fund-raising season started with a bang on the first weekend of April, with the
Sponsored Knit, the Gala Evening and the KOA Service all passing off very well. These
events were all a good opportunity to get to better know the Nasio Trust and its founders,
Nancy and Jonathan Hunt.
Forthcoming KOA events
The week of 27th April to 4th May will see our annual House-to-House Collection. So, expect to
receive a KOA envelope in your letterbox, which will also contain a copy of our programme of
events for the remainder of the summer. We hope very much that you will be prepared to give a
donation to support the Nasio Trust. If you do, and you are a UK tax payer, please remember to fill
in the Gift Aid form, which will also be enclosed, to add 25% to your donation.
For all the keen runners and walkers among you, now is the time to start collecting pledges from
your sponsors for the Fun Run through Bagley Wood, which will take place on Sunday 8th June.
Further details will be available on the KOA website (address below), or contact Sylfest Muldal on
01865 735995.
Two further ways to raise money for KOA
Collect your small change, which otherwise just wears a hole in your pocket, in a KOA jar over the
next few months. Contact Brenda Groth on 01865 739229 for a KOA label for your jar, display it
prominently, and persuade your visitors to empty their pockets too.
These Nasio Trust bricks, which cost £10 each, are proving popular with people
looking for a gift for the person who already has everything. They work like this:
You buy a squidgy plastic brick like the one in the image, and tell us in whose name
it is being purchased. This name is then inscribed on the wall of one of the Nasio
Trust’s buildings in Kenya. If you’d like to buy a brick, please give Marilyn Farr a
ring on her number below.
Chair: Halcyon Leonard (452783)

www.koa.org.uk

Vice-Chair: Marilyn Farr (326519)

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Choirs’ concert — Another Afternoon of Grand Opera — in the Holywell Music Room in
Oxford on Sunday 16th March was a great occasion. It was a beautiful sunny afternoon and the
doors were open. The hall was almost full, and the singing was of a truly professional standard.
Aida, Faust, Macbeth, William Tell, La Bohème, Lohengrin, Carmen, The Magic Flute & Der
Rosenkavalier all had their place, and the afternoon concluded with the triumphant “Easter Hymn”
from Cavalleria Rusticana.
The Choir rose to the occasion and the five soloists were the best they have ever been. Passers-by
came to the door to listen and some came in. It was good to see so many Kennington folk there. To
crown it all, the afternoon raised £2,250 for the Thames Valley and Chilterns Air Ambulance. An
amazing afternoon. Thank you everyone.
The Choirs are now continuing to rehearse for their summer concerts. The programme is Trial by
Jury & HMS Pinafore by Gilbert & Sullivan. Rehearsals are held every Friday evening in the
Methodist Church in Upper Road from 7:45 to 10 pm. If you enjoy singing, do come along and
join us. We are always looking for new singers. There are no auditions and no subscriptions, and
library copies will be available. All details are on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or from
Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. You will be made most welcome.
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Kennington Women’s Institute
May Newsletter
We welcomed two visitors to our meeting this month and hope they enjoyed the
evening and will become future members. Members received their new Programme
detailing all our speakers until March 2015. We are very grateful for the time and effort that Mrs
Jean Holt invests into this project on our behalf every year.
News and Views, our monthly magazine, gave details of a number of interesting day trips taking
place within the next two or three months. It also featured photographs of some of the new
Pennants that each WI has designed and produced. We are promised that there will be more
pictures, so we hope to see Kennington WI pennant in print in the near future.
Our speaker, Brian Lowe, gave a fascinating talk about ‘Stained Glass and Painted Glass in
Oxford’. Members found his talk to be absorbing. The slides that accompanied the talk were
beautiful. Next time you gain access to any of the University chapels do look at the windows. We
were treated to slides depicting windows dating from 1250 until the 20 th century and they were all
fabulous.
Why not join us next month on Wednesday 14th May in the Village Centre at 7:15 pm. We will have
all our WI scrapbooks on display showing the history of Kennington WI and by association the
history of the village.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, www.stuartmabbuttgardeningltd.com
Caterpillar food plants
We are soon coming into the season when butterflies will start to animate our gardens with their
presence. It should be kept in mind that adult butterflies often require different food plants than
when they were tiny caterpillars. Nice as butterflies are, we not only need to provide food plants for
them but also for those earlier caterpillars. If we don’t have a thriving population of caterpillars, we
won’t see the next generation of butterflies.
Here is a simple article this time in that I am just going to list some of the species that are attracted
to some common plants found in many gardens.
Nettles: Comma, Red Admiral, Small Tortoiseshell
Grasses: Essex Skipper, Small Skipper, Silver-spotted Skipper, Large Skipper, Marbled White,
Grayling, Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Small Heath, Ringlet, Speckled Wood, Wall Brown,
Mountain Ringlet, Scotch Argus
Bird’s Foot Trefoil: Clouded Yellow, Wood White, Common Blue, Dingy Skipper, Green
Hairstreak
Garlic Mustard, Honesty, Lady’s Smock: Orange Tip
Honeysuckle: White Admiral
Thistles & Burdock: Painted Lady
Sorrel or Dock: Small Copper
Holly & Ivy: Holly Blue
You see, merely growing different length grasses in your garden can work wonders, but having just
these plants isn’t enough. Check with your local Environmental Records Centre what species in
your area you are likely to attract.
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Kennington History Society
Members turned out in good numbers again in March to hear the ex-head brewer of Morland
Brewery, Bill Mellor gave a very entertaining a talk entitled, ‘The History of Morland’s Brewery’.
Bill’s talk also covered the many changes of ownership that have taken place over the years to all
local Breweries. One particularly interesting section was when Bill dealt with Morland’s
development in 1979 of the incredibly successful ‘Old Speckled Hen’. He told us that this famous
beer was produced to commemorate the 50 th Anniversary of the MG Car Plant in Abingdon. Sadly
the factory closed a year later, but the beer goes on!
As we go to press, as reported before, members are looking forward to an illustrated talk by one of
our members, David Holt, entitled ‘Bonnie Prince Charlie’ : The Long Road to Culloden. Full
Report next month.
This month: The History Society’s next event will be held on Monday 19th May at 7:45 pm in the
Methodist Church, and will be a presentation of real local interest. Clare Sargent is to give a talk
entitled, ‘Radley College’ : The History of the School, Grounds and Buildings. It should be very
interesting; report next month.
Next month: An early date for your diary: on Monday 16th June in the Methodist Church at
7:45 pm, the last event before the Society’s Summer Break will be an illustrated talk by Bill King
entitled, ‘The River at War’ : Why the Thames was such an important strategic feature in the
2nd World War.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2.50.
Details of the coach trip to Hereford, scheduled for Thursday 25th
September, will be given next month, but you can register your intention to
go at any meeting of the Society. Hereford’s wonderful 11 th Century Cathedral
is the home of the Mappa Mundi, one of the world’s unique medieval
treasures. This map of the world is thought to have been made in 1300.
— George Ross

Sobell House
Sobell House is a hospice providing expert care and support to those suffering with an advanced,
progressive disease for whom prognosis is limited. We work with patients, their families and close
friends to minimize the effects of the patients’ disease, maximise their quality of life, and where
possible, to prepare for their death.
Will You Join Us?
We need volunteers for various roles—driving, gardening, listening, organising. Full induction and
training is given, and expenses reimbursed. If you can commit to 12 months, please contact
Rebecca Norris on rebecca.norris@ouh.nhs.uk or 01865 225868. Find out more on www.sobellhouse.org.uk.

Kennington Festival Group
We enjoyed our trip to Aylesbury in the Bus 4 Us and are looking forward to our next outing to
Bourton on the Water in June & July. You are all welcome to come and visit us at our meetings to
see if you would like to join us, that is if you are 60 or over. It is always good to see new faces
Next meetings in the Village Centre on Mondays: 12 th May, Members Lunch at 1 pm followed by
usual meeting. 26th May and 9th June, 1:45–4 pm.
Transport to meetings is available for those who have mobility problems. For any more information
please ring Margaret or Peter on 01865 730353 and please leave a message with your name and
telephone number if the answer phone cuts in or email: mdbiggs@virginmedia.
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Kennington Cancer Fund
Our Summer Event this year will be in the Village Hall on Saturday 28th June, 11 am–4 pm. We
will have refreshments for sale over lunchtime, and Tea and Cake after 2 pm.
This year we are bringing back many of our fun games that we used when our fête was at The
General Eliot. There will be many things for the children this year and lots of prizes to be won. We
shall have our old favourites, usual big raffle, our cakes and preserves, tombola, and most games
except Aunt Sally!
Please put this date in your diary and come and support us in our 25 th year of raising funds. The
research work done by Prof Adrian Harris and his colleagues helps patients in the Churchill
Hospital.
Our Shoe Sale (Ladies) is on Saturday 10th May, 10 am–12 noon in the Village Hall.
— Pearl Livett

Notes from Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
We have a new development at the practice to tell you about this month. We will be starting
up a limited online booking service. This will allow you to book a limited number of
appointments online. We hope to get this up and running for some appointments in June onwards.
Initially it will be restricted to GP appointments and not nurses and no more than 25% of
appointments will be available to book this way. In order to use this service you must be registered
to get a secure password access. To do this you need to call into the health centre with a photo proof
of identity (passport or driver’s license). We will update our system, which will generate a letter
telling you how to log on and register. If you are a parent of children under 18 you can obtain log in
details at the same time to enable you to book appointments for your children. To reiterate, the
service will be limited to start with so do not expect to be able to book everything online. As we see
how the system works out we may extend availability.
Dr Richard Erin will be taking a sabbatical later this year. This means that he will not be at the
Health Centre from mid August until early November. Dr Tom Fisher will be providing cover over
this period while he is away.
A message from the Partners. We realise that when you are not feeling well booking an
appointment may be a very frustrating event. We have spent a lot of time trying to ensure we
provide the best opportunity for all 6,500 patients so they have a fair and equal chance to access the
GP’s. We strictly base our priorities on clinical needs irrespective of sex, age, address or any other
factor. In order to achieve this we, the partners, have put in place very specific policies and
procedures that we ask our Practice Manager and reception staff to implement. They are doing the
job that we have asked them to do for us. If you feel that what you are being offered is not good
enough then we ask that you have a telephone call with a GP in order to discuss your clinical needs
and priority and the GP will agree with you a plan to meet these needs. A telephone call is the way
to get early access to a GP. Please do not get angry with any of the staff, who are just doing what
we, the partners, have asked them to do. We will not tolerate any abuse of our staff either face to
face or over the telephone.
Thank you to those patients who have expressed an interest in having a health check. We are
collating all the information and we hope to be setting up some dates and times so that we can start
to provide these. Please be patient—we will get to you as soon as we can.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net
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Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F)
www.fairtrade.org.uk
There was a real air of excitement as children and adults flooded into the
recent Fairtrade event at the Village Centre. Children from 4 years to 10 and
over were invited to take part in an art & craft competition on the theme of
‘Go bonkers with bananas!’ The entries were stunning. There were four categories: Under 5’s; 6–7
years; 8–9 years; 10 plus. The panel of three judges from the Kennington4Fairtrade Committee had
the unenviable task of having to choose a winner and runner-up in each category. Each winner
received a certificate and a fairly traded item as a prize. We thank all the children for taking part
and send our congratulations to the following winners and runners-up:
Under 5’s
6–7 years
8–9 years
10 years plus

Winner: Matty Humphries-Orme
Winner: Jason Sharma
Winner: Oliver Ward
Winner: Josh Severn

Runner up: Theo Cullimore
Runner up: Bella Woodley
Runner up: Megan Taylor
Runner up: Emma Cuttle

In the Children’s corner of the hall, there was great activity as the youngsters made crafts on the
‘bananas’ theme. Earlier that day, the children had been involved in a treasure hunt finding all the
banana posters around the village. Our thanks go to Lesley Maskell for organising this event as well
as encouraging the children from St Swithun’s School to take part in the art competition.
Whilst the judges were carrying out their task, the hall was filled with people looking around the
various stalls and at the displays about Fairtrade.
This year members of the Kennington4Fairtrade Committee teamed up with volunteers from the
Apple Café to serve delicious refreshments. A large number of the cakes on sale were baked by
Fairtrade Committee members using fairly traded ingredients, and recipes were available to take
away.
The event was hailed a great success and shows how committed this village is to maintaining its
Fairtrade Village status. Long may it continue!
If you would like to get more involved with promoting Fairtrade locally and joining the Committee,
please contact Robin Mason on robinmason@hotmail.co.uk

Kennington Strollers
Take your first steps towards an active lifestyle!
New short walk in Kennington, Tuesdays at 2 pm in April and May
Meet at the Playing Field, Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford
(Free Parking available in the playing field car park)
These short strolls are for people managing long term health conditions. Stroll round the playing
field in a small group or in pairs at your own gentle pace to help regain fitness and stamina. Please
just turn up with comfortable sturdy shoes, and dress for the weather. Enjoy tea afterwards in the
Pavilion.
For further information, contact me on 01865 735419 or rosemary@gardneraldgate.demon.co.uk,
or see www.walkingforhealth.org.uk.
— Rosemary
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Vacancy for Village Hall Treasurer
Due to the resignation of the current Treasurer there is a vacancy for Village Hall Treasurer.
For further details, please contact the Chairman, Colin Charlett, on 01865 326797 or by email on
colincharlett29@btinternet.com.

Parish Council Matters
May newsletter. Minutes available on-line at the Village website www.kennington.org.
Judging for the annual Kennington Garden Competition will take place this year on Friday 4 th
and Saturday 5th July.
The Parish Council is developing an Emergency Plan for the Village. If there were to be an
emergency of some kind, be it a major transport accident (road, rail, air) or total or partial loss of
main services, e.g. electricity, gas or water or a building collapse—obviously let’s hope that the
village is never put in this position, but if it were, a plan that could be instigated quickly would be
of great value.
If you feel you could help in in terms of your job such as doctor; nurse; first aider (e.g. St Johns,
Red Cross), farmer; plumber; electrician; vet; including volunteer groups—the list is endless.
Please let me know.
Also if you would be willing to help use your 4×4 or generator; tractor; etc., please contact me and
I can gather names and telephone numbers centrally.
The Council is complying a list of communal buildings that could be used as reception centres, so
again, anyone willing to help out making teas, etc. and to bring along blankets, please let me know
and I can keep details.
Several months ago now, a resident approached the Council enquiring whether it would consider
purchasing an Automated External Defibrillator (AED—to provide emergency treatment for
heart attacks while waiting for an ambulance) for the benefit of the villagers. The Council
investigated this suggestion further and has decided to purchase one.
The Council hopes that residents will get involved and set up a fund to enable more units to be
purchased for the village. More details will be posted when further information is available.
Dates of Council Meetings: May
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee Meeting
Saturday 3rd, 10–11 am
Thursday 8th, 7:30 pm
Tuesday 13th, 8 pm
Annual Parish Council Meeting: Wednesday 30th April, 7:30 pm, Village Centre
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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St Swithun’s CE Primary School
Chronicle readers who went to an Oxfordshire school may remember going on a
residential visit to one of Oxfordshire’s out-of-county outdoor education centres:
Yenworthy, Kilvrough Manor or Woodlands. In these times of austerity, we are very
fortunate that, thanks to astute leadership and management and the support of the
county’s schools and youth groups, all three centres continue to thrive and provide
invaluable opportunities for children and young people. During the spring terms, our Year 6 pupils
went to Woodlands, in Powys, mid-Wales, whilst our Year 4 children spent a week at Kilvrough
Manor, on the beautiful Gower peninsula of south Wales.
An exciting part of our curriculum, our residential visits are very popular and great fun, and provide
many opportunities for the children’s personal development. It is always a privilege to observe
them growing in independence and self-confidence over the week, as well as developing their skills
of problem-solving, leadership working as part of a team and using their initiative. These skills are
easily transferable and will stand the children in good stead throughout their education and into the
world of work.
Children at St Swithun’s also get the opportunity to take part in a musical play each year. At
Christmas, our younger children entertain their families and the rest of the school with plays on a
nativity theme. In the spring terms, the lower juniors (7–9 year olds, in Years 3 and 4) stage their
production. All the children in these classes take part in one way or another, developing many skills
along the way. The plays were very well supported by the children’s families and friends, and raised
over £400 for Helen & Douglas House. Our journalists this month are Ben, Elly and Nina from
Cedar Class and they have chosen to report on their production.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, headteacher.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
Report from Cedar Class: St Swithun’s Production of Joseph!
For the last three weeks of term, the children in the Lower Juniors have been working hard to stage
their own production of ‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat’. The play was
performed in front of packed audiences on the three occasions that it was staged.
Joseph was a great show because it had loads of acting and singing. Everyone enjoyed the play
including the parents, staff and the other children in the school. Adam, who took the part of Joseph,
did an epic job in the lead role!
We collected some quotes from the different audiences. Some of
the teachers said that the show was “Vibrant, humorous and
extremely lively!” and “Exciting and wonderful, pure
entertainment!” One of the children explained that his favourite
part of the play was the prison scene. An actor said, “It was fun
but quite hard work at the same time!” Indeed there was a great
deal of work involved—making costumes, designing and
constructing scenery and props, organising lighting and special
effects, learning songs and lines, and, of course, practising acting
skills.
The hard work of the children and staff certainly paid off—Joseph was a success!
— Cedar Class Journalists Ben, Elly and Nina

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
Please remember to fill in the Kennington Diary (in the Post Office) and
send us your entries for both July and August in time for the July edition.
Deadlines: Tuesday 10th June for adverts and Sunday 15th June for articles (see page 43).
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The Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
All events held in Kennington Village Centre
What a wonderful time was had by all!
Spring Gala Event: Our surprise guest presenter was Korky Paul, who
was installed as our Honorary President. The evening was enjoyed by
all and raised £965 to sustain our community library.
Let’s Connect with Julie Summers, Monday 12th
May, 7:30 pm: We are delighted to welcome the
renowned social historian and Oxford resident, Julie
Summers, who has written a fascinating series of books, focussing on the social
lives the British population endured in the Second World War. Her titles include The
Jambusters; The story of the WI in the 2 nd World War; When The Children Came
Home; Memoirs of Wartime Evacuees; Strangers In The House; and Women’s
Stories of Men Returning From The War.
Julie is currently working on a book called Fashion on the Ration, which looks at what people wore
during the Second World War. This will accompany an exhibition planned at the Imperial War
Museum, opening in March 2015.
Rhymetime for under 5’s: Monday 19th May, 2:30–3 pm: We welcome all young families with
babies and toddlers to sing along with the Bookstart Bear. Free refreshments will kindly be
provided by the Friends of Kennington Library.
Storytime & Craft, Wednesday 28th May, 10:30–11:30 am: Free event! We welcome all children
under 8 accompanied by their parents for stories. Booking a place is not essential, but appreciated
thank you.
Summer Read. Hey you! Are you 13–24 years old? Interested in books and reading? Looking for
something to do this summer? Why not volunteer at your local library! Oxfordshire Libraries are
looking for volunteers to help with the Summer Reading Challenge.
You will need to:
Be available for 1 or 2 hours a week.
Enjoy being part of a team.
Help children and their families.

You can help us by:
Talking to children about their books and helping them to
choose others.
Helping families to use the Mythical Maze website.
Helping with story-times and craft sessions.
Organising and giving out rewards.

Support your Community Library—Volunteers Needed!
Find out more about all of the above at the library or via the website.
Watch this space! FOKL AGM proposed date Saturday 10th May from 11 am–12 noon.
All OCC Libraries will be closed Monday 5th and Monday 26th May.
Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10 th
of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News
not Views. Submissions to include the name and contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.
Badminton
Kennington Strollers
Kennington Walks
Apple Café

Regular events
Village Centre
Mondays, 8:30–10:30 pm
Playing field, Playing Road
Tuesdays, 2 pm
Village Centre Car Park
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm

Tue

13

Wed
Mon
Tue
Wed
Mon

14
19
20
21
26

May
Parish Council Office
Kennington Horticultural Society: Plant Sale
Kennington Horticultural Society: Trip to Ardingly
Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Cancer Fund: Shoe Sale
Festival Group Lunch
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI
Kennington History Society: Radley College History
Ecumenical House Group
Short Informal Service
Festival Group

Tue
Wed
Sat
Sun
Tue
Wed
Thu
Mon
Wed
Sat
Tue
Sat

3
4
7
8
10
11
12
16
18
21
24
28

June
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Kennington Link WI
Methodist Hall
Parish Council Office
Village Centre
KOA Bagley Wood Fund Run & Walk
Forest Sid
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Hall
Kennington WI
Village Centre
Parish Council Meeting
Village Centre
Kennington History Society: The River Thames at War Methodist Hall
Short Informal Service
Edith Court Lounge
Grand Fête: St Swithun’s School, Church, & KOA
St Swithun’s Church grounds
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Kennington Cancer Fund: Summer Fun Day
Village Centre

Sat

3

Sun
4
Wed 7
Thu
8
Sat 10
Mon 12

Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Ring Brian 01865 730961
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
3 Cranbrook Drive
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre

10–11 am
10 am–12 noon
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
1–4 pm
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:45 pm
2:30 pm
10:30 am
1:45–4 pm
8 pm
2:15 pm
10–11 am
11 am
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:45 pm
10:30 am
12 noon–3:30pm
8 pm
11 am–4 pm

Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message
out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 43)
43) is happy to help.
Are you an artist or photographer? Would you like to see your image on the cover of
the Kennington Chronicle? Contact the Editor (page 43)
43) if you have something to share!
Index of Contents: page 3.
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Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 43.
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

