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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
So often, as we talk to strangers, we are surprised to find that we find we have mutual friends or
connections. Even when we meet new people in Kennington we find we have things in common.
In the 60’s, an American sociologist Stanley Milgram randomly selected a group of people who had
to find ways to send a package to an unknown person thousands of miles away. The
senders knew the recipient’s name, occupation, and general location. They were
instructed to get the package to someone they knew who they thought was most likely to
know the recipient personally. That person would do the same, and so on, until the
package was delivered to its target. Milgram discovered that on average it took a chain of
only six people.
It is staggering to think of that degree of connectedness between ourselves and any other person in
the world, yet so often we are wary of this connectedness. Sometimes making
connections with other people, other ways of life and thinking, the world and the God
who created it is too big a challenge for us. Our own lives and backgrounds, our
emotions and ways of thinking sometimes make us feel vulnerable, too vulnerable to
open up to others and share, so we prefer to control the connections that we make—or
avoid them.
Yet making connections can bring much joy and can open us up to finding meaning and wholeness.
People who are involved in activities and organisations whether helping in the school, playing
bridge, volunteering to help others drinking real ale with friends, or whatever, are the happiest. The
Church has a number of groups that are open and welcoming… fun, laughter and working as a team
make us feel happy. KOA and the Apple Café (and lots of other things) provide good roles for
volunteers.
But sometimes joining in can initially be hard: poetry, images, memory, music can sometimes open
up pain, but with courage they can liberate us, too.
There is the story of the woman who has lived in shame and some exclusion for twelve years—she
had an apparently incurable haemorrhage. She was not afraid of connecting and with a sense of life
literally draining away, she came and touched Jesus cloak. All she needed to do, she felt was to
touch him—and as her astounding faith met with Jesus’ power and she was healed.
Sometimes we deprive ourselves of the connections and the opportunities that can make is well.
Sometimes it is easier to hope the pain will ebb away than to take courage and meet with people, or
deal with wrongs or just to avoid or repress the things we don’t want to face up to.
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Rosemary Lain Priestly writes:
Our very self is shaped by connections and relationships with others: “I am what I am
because I am connected with you and you are what you are. I become human through my
relationships with the rest of humanity…”
The fabric of our existence is the touch, the scent, the taste, the sight, the loveliness and
unloveliness of ourselves and other people.
Let’s ponder today:
•

the amazing networks of love and friendship open to us;

•

connections we need to have courage to renew or remake or reinforce… and let’s move on
doing it;

•

the generosity of God shown in the way Jesus responded to the woman who touched him.

Only if we connect are we living life deliberately.
Only if we connect can we become fully ourselves.
Only if we connect can creation be healed entirely.
Only if we connect can God be fully God.
— Pam McKellen
Services in July
Sun 6th

9:30 am Parish Communion with
music group
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 13th 9:30 am Special St Swithun’s Day
Communion followed by
Hog Roast
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 20th 9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in Church
Hall
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 27th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Services in August (Messy Church on 4th Sunday this month)
Sun 3rd

9:30 am Parish Communion with
music group
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 10th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 17th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 24th 9:30 am Messy Church: A Holiday
Celebration
9:30 am Morning Prayer in Church
Hall
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 27th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Every Thursday there is a Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
St Swithun’s Weekend Saturday 12th & Sunday 13th July: Come and enjoy a cream tea in the
grounds of the Church on Saturday afternoon. There will be activities for children and a chance to
ask questions about the wild flower planting. Hog Roast at 12 noon on Sunday 13th. Tickets £8;
speak to Isabel Baggott on 730950 if you would like to come.
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Please note the change of date. In July Messy Church will be on the third Sunday
as usual (20th July) but in August it will be on the fourth Sunday (24 th August ) at
the end of the Holiday Club, and will be an opportunity to see and hear what the
children have been doing.
The doors open at 9:30 and it usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have breakfast—
cereals, toast, yoghurt, croissants, pain au chocolate, and more; then feel free to wander round and
see the activities or join in a discussion if you want to, all very relaxed. It is church with craft
activities that help people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages can
enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. If you
want to know more, come along and sample it! You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
This year the Holiday Club will be on 20th, 21st and 22nd August. Please put the dates in your diary
if you are interested—more information will follow through the school and on the Church board. It
would be helpful if all bookings were made by the end of the school term. If you would like to book
or if you have any questions about it please speak to Mary Dennett on 739979.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
There will be a special display in the Prayer Corner, at the end of July and beginning of August, to
mark the start of WWI. Candles and some prayer cards will be available to help us remember those
who gave their lives and to pray for peace in all the troubled parts of the world today.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
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SERVICES IN JULY
6th

10:30 am We welcome Sue Barratt from Lime Walk Methodist Church to lead our
Morning Worship.

13th 10:30 am Action for Children Sunday: We welcome to our Morning Worship Marie VonWurzbach, Head of Partner Fund Raising, Action for Children, to tell us about
the work being done locally. After the service we travel to The Old Priory, Old
High Street, Headington, for an afternoon of fellowship, worship and recreation
with other Churches in our Methodist Circuit.
20th 10:30 am The Rev John Rowland leads our Morning Worship.
27th 10:30 am Our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, leads our monthly Communion
Service.
SERVICES IN AUGUST
3rf

10:30 am We welcome Dr Julie Todd from Islip to lead our Morning Worship.

10th 10:30 am David Harper, from Woodstock Methodist Church, leads our Morning Worship.
17th 10:30 am The Rev John Rowland leads our monthly Communion Service.
24th 10:30 am We welcome Marion Hingley-Hickson from Sandhills to lead our Morning
Worship.
31st 10:30 am The Rev Rosemary Davies & Andrew Dunsdon lead our informal Café Style
Worship.
MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
The Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship holds its last meeting before we break for the summer on
Tuesday 15th July at 2:30 pm at 69 Upper Road. All are welcome. If you would like more details
about the group please contact Dilys Cale on 739774.
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 16th July, 10:30–11 am,
and is very informal in style. We usually begin with a hymn and then read from the Bible and see
how its message can apply to our day-to-day life. We then offer prayers for our local community
and our world. Next month we shall meet on Wednesday 20th August at the same time. Do come
and join the residents—all are welcome.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next two meetings take place on Mondays 7th July & 4th
August at 8 pm at the Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
COFFEE MORNING: Tuesdays 8th July & 12th August in the Methodist Church from 10 am
onwards. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new!
The June Coffee Morning raised £66.35. Our September Coffee Morning will be Tuesday 9 th
September at 10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.
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The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Parish Council Matters
July newsletter. Minutes available on-line at the Village website www.kennington.org.
You might have noticed the badly-damaged yellow salt bin on the corner of Poplar Grove and The
Avenue (opposite Grundy Crescent). This seemed to have occurred during the recent works carried
out in this vicinity. Oxfordshire Highways has been informed and a replacement bin will be in place
before the winter.
The Council has replaced the damaged bench in Forest Side play area, and is collecting the
monies from the youths who caused the damaged to the original wooden bench.
Staying with play areas, The Links Play Area needs a jolly good clear-up as brambles and weeds
seem to have taken over the borders. The Council has arranged for work to be carried out in
clearing these areas, laying most to grass with fewer shrubs to maintain. It is hoped that this will be
carried out before the summer holidays, as it is anticipated that the play area may need to be closed
for a day or two. If arrangements cannot be made before the summer break the work will be carried
out after children have returned to school in September.
The Council reminds all parents and carers that although regular inspections of both play areas and
the BMX track are carried out and are there for the enjoyment and use of the community, please
note they are not supervised by the Parish Council.
During July the play areas and BMX track will be inspected by RoSPA, which is carried out
annually around this time of year.
The Council has ordered the defibrillator and cabinet mentioned in an earlier edition. This first
lifesaver is to be fitted onto the front wall of the Village Centre. It needs to be connected to an
electricity supply, which is being arranged during the next month or so. We hope to purchase
additional defibrillators, maybe by raising funds within the village—see page 22.
If you have a verge outside your property you more than likely take pride in its appearance. It is
because of this public-spirited attitude that the Parish Council was able to take the decision to
maintain the more public grass areas in the village with the funds available. If all verges were to be
maintained the Parish Council would be in the position to cut around five times during the season
instead of the current fortnightly visits from the contractor, without raising your Parish Council tax.
Finally, comments have been raised about Upper Road being used as a ‘rat run’ with cars driving
both recklessly and speeding. The Parish Council is also greatly concerned about this issue and
would appreciate you reporting these incidences to either the Police or Oxfordshire Highways.
Dates of Council Meetings: July & August
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
10–11 am
7:30 pm
Meeting—8 pm
th
th
Saturday 5 July
Thursday 10 July
Tuesday 15th July
None in August
None in August
Tuesdays 5th & 26th August
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 15th July at 2:30 pm at 69 Upper Road.
All are welcome to this friendly meeting,

Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
All events held in Kennington Village Centre
Your local library needs you! Can you help?
Thanks to your support of our gala events, in October, FOKL will be able to sign a contract with the
County Council to pay for 3½ hours per week staff time. That will guarantee a professional in
charge at all opening hours. But once we are running as a community library, due to local authority
cuts, we will lose the assistant help. The solution is, at busy times, to have a volunteer to help
alongside the staff. You won’t be expected to do anything difficult but the volunteers will be
offered a half-day training at the Central Library followed by a short session in our library.
➢
➢
➢

If you love books and sharing information, volunteering at your local library is for you.
It won’t take up much of your time, and it will be fun and rewarding.
Find out more and ask all your questions at the Social Event on Monday 8 th September from
7:30 pm. Meet James Hazelwood, the Community Libraries Coordinator from the Library
Service—no commitment at this stage!

Autumn Gala Event, Saturday 15th November. Keep the date!
Please note the new date for the autumn event! We’ll tell you more in
September.
Coffee Morning, Wednesday 2nd. Coffee from 10:30 am. Talk 11 am–12 noon
FOKL’s chairman, Sylvia Vetta, on ‘How I Castaway 90 people’ and the
publication of ‘Oxford Castaways 2’—all profits in aid of Vale House.
Rhymetime for under 5’s: Monday 14th, 2:30–3 pm and Wednesday 16th, 10:30–11:30 am
We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers to sing along with the Bookstart
Bear. Stay as little or as long as you like… Free refreshments will kindly be provided
by the Friends of Kennington Library.
Summer Read & Activities
➢
➢
➢

See page 21 for this year’s Summer Read Challenge—for young and not so young!
Dominique is running a football world cup Word Search competition and there is also a Fun
‘Find the Flag’ game to do at the library too.
Story & Craft every Friday from 25th July to 26th August, 3–5 pm. Free activity for all
the children aged 4–10 accompanied by an adult. The stories and craft will have a different
theme every Friday. Visit Kennington Library to find out more!

Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Overseas Aid
RESULTS!
House to house collection: The final total raised was £4,348.59! This was a record so
again many thanks to everyone who contributed so generously.
Fun Run: See page 21.
Forthcoming KOA events
Friday 4th and Saturday 5th July: Kennington United Choirs present Trial by Jury and HMS
Pinafore in the Methodist Church Hall at 7:30 pm. This is a ticketless event, so it’s first come, first
served for this always very popular concert. A collection is taken in the interval, so be warned—you
will be urged to empty your pockets! However experience tells us you will be having such a good
time by then that you will willingly do so.
Saturday 12th July: Kids for KOA concert — See page 26.
Saturday 26th July: NASIO Summer Music and Family Fun Day. KOA will have a stall at this
event in Abingdon Market Place. For full details see www.thenasiotrust.org, and go to
Appeals/Events → Summer Music and Fun Day Event.
Monday 28th July–Saturday 16th August: KOA Shop. It’s time to turn out your cupboards and
empty your attics, and to donate to KOA all those things that you’ll never use again, but which are
too good to throw away. As usual the Shop will be open in St Swithun’s Church Hall at the
following times during these three weeks:
Mondays to Fridays: 10 am–12:30 pm and 2–4.30 pm
Thursdays: Additionally open 6–8 pm
Saturdays: 10 am–12:30 pm
Please bring your donated goods directly to the Shop from 12 noon on Sunday 27th July. For further
information ring Marilyn Farr on 326519.
Looking further ahead. Our final event of the fund-raising season is the Bandwaves Concert at
7 pm on Saturday 20th September in the Village Centre. Entertainment provided by Charity Opera,
Music Mayhem and Kennington Band and a possible surprise guest. Tickets £8 adults, £4 children,
family ticket £20. Includes a bring and share buffet. For tickets ring Sylvia Vetta on 739071.
One final thing. We always need helpers for all the events. If you’d like to help out, from putting
out chairs for a concert to serving in the KOA Shop, please ring one of the numbers below.
Chair: Halcyon Leonard (452783)

www.koa.org.uk

Vice-Chair: Marilyn Farr (326519)

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.
Large colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will be performing Trial by Jury & HMS
Pinafore by Gilbert & Sullivan on Friday 4th & Saturday 5th July in the Kennington Methodist
Church Hall in Upper Road at 7:30 pm. Entrance is FREE, but there is a collection for the
Kennington Overseas Aid Project for 2014, The Nasio Trust.
As always, there will be a brilliant cast of stars with excellent singing, sparkle and fun suitable
for the whole family. Don’t miss it at any price! Remember, our seating is restricted to 75 persons.
Come early to claim your seat!

Kennington History Society
At the Society’s May Meeting, Radley College’s Archivist, Clare Sargent, gave an interesting
illustrated talk entitled ‘Radley College’: The History of the School, Grounds and Buildings.
Clare told the story of this famous local school’s incredible development from its humble
beginnings in 1847, when it was founded by William Sewell and
Robert Corbet Singleton, into one of this country’s leading Public
Schools.
Clare said the original school had only occupied Radley Hall (now
known as the Mansion), which had been built for the Stonhouse
Family in 1720, before its steady enlargement over many years,
involving the provision of many new buildings and the acquisition of large areas of the surrounding
land. She concluded by giving details of the School’s illustrious Alumni, which included two
England Cricket Captains, Ted Dexter and Andrew Strauss.
As we go to press members are looking forward their last event before the History Society’s
Summer Break, which is to be an illustrated talk by Bill King entitled ‘The River at War’: Why
the Thames was such an important strategic feature in the 2nd World War. Report later.
The first meeting following the break will be held on Monday 15th September in the Methodist
Church at the usual time of 7:45 pm . It will be an illustrated talk by the well-known local
historian and author, Julie Summers, amusingly entitled ‘Jambusters’, telling the story of The WI
in Wartime.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2.50.
As previewed in previous months, this year’s summer coach trip is to Hereford and is scheduled
for Thursday 25th September. The cost of the trip is £13 for Members and £15 for NonMembers. Please note we will leave earlier this year, picking up from
the bus stops on the western side of the main road through the village,
starting at Manor Grove at 9 am and returning to Kennington at
7 pm. There are still a few seats available and you can book one of
these by contacting Mark Horseman on 01865 730321 or David
Jones on 01865 730377. There’s plenty to see in Hereford ; its
wonderful 11th Century Cathedral is the home of the Mappa Mundi,
one of the world’s unique medieval treasures. This map of the world
is thought to have been made in 1300. There are good shops and of
course the famous Cider Museum.
— George Ross
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Garden Competition
Kennington Parish Council’s Annual Garden Competition will be judged on
Saturday 5th July.
Preliminary Judging will take place on Friday 4th July from 6 pm.
— Peter Biggs

Love Food, Hate Waste
The second in a series of regular articles from www.lovefoodhatewaste.com
In the UK we throw away the equivalent of around 1½ million sausages every single
day from our homes! It really is quite staggering, isn’t it?
With summer approaching we’ll all be dusting off our BBQs and picnic hampers and making the
most of the summer sun by dining al fresco. Here are few Love Food Hate Waste hints and tips to
help everyone make more of their food this summer.
•

Use up any ginger, garlic or herbs lingering in the fridge by making a simple marinade for
meat, fish or vegetable skewers. Chop and mix with olive oil.

•

Sliced lemons stored in an airtight container in the freezer make a great addition to cold
drinks. Or why not freeze grapes and use as tasty ice cubes?

•

If you’re inviting many guests for a picnic or BBQ and aren’t sure how much to buy and
cook, try Love Food Hate Waste’s online perfect portion calculator.
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/portions

•

If you have veg past its best—such as courgettes, aubergines and peppers—brush them with
olive oil and char grill until soft.

•

If salad is looking tired and wilted put it in a bowl of water with a couple of ice cubes to get
it nice and crisp again.

•

Cook leftover soft fruit like raspberries, strawberries and blueberries gently in a saucepan
until soft and serve with crème fraiche or ice cream.

•

Bread rolls that have gone a bit stale will be delicious toasted. Or make them into
breadcrumbs and freeze in a freezer bag to use later, mix with leftover grated cheese for a
gratin topping.

For some great recipes to accompany the ideas above and some more top tips visit our website.
Love Food Hate Waste offers free, fun and interactive sessions to help everyone make the most of
their food and save money. If you can bring together members of your local community for a
training session we’d love to hear from you. Contact us via www.lovefoodhatewaste.com for more
information or to book a session.

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
Join us again in September!
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Fairtrade 20th birthday!
www.fairtrade.org.uk
2014 marks 20 years since the first Fairtrade product was sold in the UK. In
1994, a group of charities, NGO’s and trade campaigners decided to work
together on campaigning for better deals for farmers growing products.
They developed the Fairtrade mark, and the UK’s first Fairtrade marked products became available
in shops: a brand of chocolate, tea and coffee.
Since then, huge progress has been made to market the idea of Fairtrade. The Fairtrade seal is
highly distinctive, branding over 4,500 UK shop products and regularly purchased by households.
This ultimately means that millions of farmers, workers and their families are paid what they
deserve, positively influencing their local communities, families and businesses.
A free exhibition in the foyer of the Guardian Media Group’s offices at Kings Place is now open,
called “Fairtrade at 20: The Power of You”. It will run for three weeks, and illustrates the trajectory
of the Fairtrade movement.
Join Us! at https://www.facebook.com/Kennington4Fairtrade

Kennington Women’s Institute
July Newsletter
The Women’s Institute party held in the Village Centre on 11 th June celebrated our
89th Founder’s Day. The meal was followed by a speaker, Barbara Gray, a WI
member herself, who had previously spoken to us about her experiences of having students as
guests in her house. This talk was entitled ‘Student Update’ and recounted more experiences
Barbara had had over almost thirty years of having students in her own home. The talk was lively
and amusing. It was clear that she not only enjoyed the challenges some students presented her
with, but that her fondness of them was, in many cases, reciprocal.
What does the WI do and why is it a great organisation to join?
The WI has been in existence almost 100 years when women’s lives were very different. But it has
moved with the times. By becoming a WI member you will automatically be invited to meetings at
which interesting topics are presented and debated. You will also be entitled to be a member of the
Associated Countrywomen of the World (ACWW), which links 365 member societies with over 70
countries. The WI is a non-sectarian and non-political organisation, although each year we have a
debate on a current issue. This year it is Organ Donation, and the final result will be taken to
Parliament.
You will be able to take courses at the wonderful Denman College in Marcham, near Abingdon, for
which scholarships and bursaries are available. You will also get an Oxfordshire Federation
monthly newsletter, ‘News and Views,’ which gives details of events that will be taking place in the
county—talks, demonstrations, days out and more.
It is fun to be a member of the Women’s Institute and you will definitely meet new friends. So what
is stopping you? Come along to our meeting on Wednesday 9th July at 7:15 pm in the Village
Centre. We are having a talk about Maundy Money and Silversmithing.
Have a look on our page on the village web site (go to www.Kennington.org → Organisations and
clubs → Social and charitable → Kennington Women’s Institute) or see what is happening on the
Federation website www.oxfordshirefedwi.co.uk.
See you on Wednesday 9th July!
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Mythical Maze Summer Reading Challenge
Looking to encourage your child to read over the long school holidays? Be ‘AMAZED’ by
what’s happening at your library this summer!
From Saturday 12th July until Saturday 13th September, children
across Oxfordshire can join the Mythical Maze, this year’s Summer
Reading Challenge, at any of Oxfordshire’s libraries. The challenge
encourages children to read at least 6 books over the summer holiday
collecting amazing rewards on the way. On completion the children
also receive a wristband, a medal and a certificate. Visit the library 3
times to complete the challenge. Simply join up at your local library—it’s fun and it’s FREE!
(Pssst!… There’s also a separate challenge for adults!)
Look out for fantastic new books, exciting puzzles and fun activities at the library too!
This Year the Children’s Award Party will be on Saturday 13th September at 1:30 pm, so book
this date and start reading! The Adult Summer Read Challenge Prize Draw for Kennington
Library readers will be the same day.
Dominique and her staff thank the Friends of Kennington library for continuing to support Children
& Adult literacy activities such as the annual summer read challenge. Opening times on page 10.

Bagley Wood Fun Run results and photos
What a lovely day! After a lot of rain on Saturday, the beautiful breezy sunshine on Sunday
attracted over 180 runners and walkers, with a good turnout especially of children. Over 50 were
youngsters under 12 years old, many of them arriving after the 3-mile run in the first third of the
runners. Well done!
Results on the KOA website www.koa.org.uk (select Bagley Wood Fun Run → Results 2014).
The event made over £1,000 in entry fees, and there is more to come in sponsor money. The money
raised is an important contribution towards Kennington Overseas Aid’s target of £24,000 for our
project this year. Through our charity partner, the Abingdon-based Nasio Trust, we will set up a
community spirulina-farming project in Western Kenya, which will provide a cheap, protein-rich
food supplement to boost the diets of malnourished HIV/AIDS orphans at the Trust’s daycare
centres.
Thank you everyone who took part— runners, joggers and walkers, and the small army of helpers
and organizers who make it possible.

Many photographs can be viewed at http://j.mp/2014FunRun. You can buy A4- and A5-size copies
at £5 each from Sylfest Muldal at smuldal@gmail.com. All proceeds go to the KOA charity project.
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Charity mini-cruise
3 Nights on the Beautiful Queen Elizabeth, Southampton to Guernsey and back
Saturday 13th–Tuesday 16th June 2015
There is so much included in the cost:
First class dining, nightly theatre shows, gym, and more!
Prices per person sharing:
Inside cabin
Obstructed window cabin
Clear view window cabin
Obstructed balcony cabin
Clear view balcony cabin
15% deposit required with booking.

£349
£399
£439
£449
£509

Sail from and to Southampton.
All money raised goes towards purchasing a defibrillator for the Kennington community.
All enquiries to Leo Boles, contact 01865 739739, 07860 370090 or advancetools@btconnect.com.

Kennington Link WI
July Newsletter
A lively and humorous talk entitled “65 Years Crown, Town and Gown” was given
by Mr Ted East. This revolved around an assortment of hats he has needed during
his career and which he donned at various stages of his talk.
We heard that he was born during the depression, left school at 14, and decided to join
the army. After admiring the uniform of the Black Watch he enlisted and was immediately
sent to Inverness where he was issued with his first hat—a glengarry. At the end of the war he
joined the Police Force and we were whisked back over the years as he brought out his oldfashioned bobby's helmet. The third hat was a trilby, needed for CID duties, but after a while he
went back into uniform and eventually became a Superintendent. On retiring from the Police he
took the position of Marshall of Oxford University. For this he had a bowler hat, except on special
occasions when he wore a Tudor Bonnet, which suited him very well. During his years with the
University he was fortunate to take part in a number of Morse films, the highlight being when he
drove the famous red car—what a privilege!
Mrs Jean Mundy gave a sincere vote of thanks for this very entertaining talk.
There was a small amount of business matters to deal with and as a follow-up to the WI Resolution
(discussed in May), booklets on Organ Tissue Donation were distributed. We thank Mrs Perella and
Mrs Fanning for presiding over THE SALES TABLE with its selection of goodies, which is always
popular with members.
The next meeting will be on 2 nd July when Mr Stuart Mabbutt will speak on ‘Wild Life and
Traditional Gardening’. Visitors are always welcome.

ADVANCE NOTICE: There will be a COFFEE MORNING on WEDNESDAY 6th
AUGUST at 10 am in the METHODIST CHURCH. Everybody welcome!
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
We have launched a new online service. You can now book and cancel appointments
online. You need to register—in person—at the surgery to obtain a password. We need to
see a photo identification (driving licence or passport) or a document with your home address.
Once you have this you can set up your own login to enable you to access the services. Each
member of a family will need their own login. It is acceptable for one member of the family to
come along with proof of identity for the other family members.
Booking appointments will initially be restricted to doctors only and with restrictions on the
number that can be booked. A maximum of 25% of appointments will be available to be booked
this way, to ensure fair access to patients who do not have internet access.
You can use the same login to cancel appointments online. We still have 20–30 patients per week
miss their appointments. We do understand things happen which will mean that you cannot attend.
Please try and cancel in good time so that we can reuse that appointment slot.
Once registered you will also be able to order repeat prescriptions through the same website. It is
(securely) linked to your record of medications allowing you to see what is on your record and
make requests accordingly. Please note that if you use this service you still need to allow two
WORKING days for the request to be processed. E.g., if you make an online request Friday night,
it will be processed for last thing Tuesday afternoon. You can still order prescriptions in the other
ways including via our website or in person at the desk.
With all new technology there are bound to be teething problems. To date we have had no reports of
problems with registering. But if you have problems with any aspect of the service please work
with us and raise it in a positive way so that we can look at it and make changes.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net

3rd Kennington Brownies
My Name is Angie Axe. I run 3rd Kennington Brownies,
part of the Girl Guide Association, in St Swithun’s Church
Hall. This is held during term time and runs on a Tuesday
evening 5:30 to 7 pm. We are a voluntary group and it is
kept going by helpers to the unit.
The Brownies are aged 7
to 10. They make craft,
play games, and decide on badges and ideas they would like to
do each term. Once a year we plan to go on an indoor Brownie
Holiday for a weekend. The girls love a challenge and are up for
anything new
they can try.
We also go
for
outings
and picnics
locally as well as join in the District with
events, such as Circus Day.
As girls move on to Girl Guides we lose
helpers. I am looking for someone to come on a
regular basis to help with Brownie meeting. This is not arduous and is very rewarding. Contact me
on 01865 736271 or angieaxe258@btinternet.com.
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Kids for KOA
Annual Children’s Charity Concert
Saturday 12th July, 6 pm in the Village Hall
All children in the village of all ages are invited to take part,
whether through school or independently.
Come and play, sing, dance your favourite piece.
Contact me (Christian) if you would like to join in.
Adults, parents, grandparents… come and support this super youth event!
Tickets on the door. Children free. All proceeds to KOA.
For more information contact Christian and Jill Bradley, 71A Bagley Wood Road, 07880 716633

1st Kennington Guides
As the evenings get lighter, we have been enjoying more outdoor activities.
We’ve been geocaching, enjoyed a
camp-fire with the Brownies, and made water rockets.
We spent a sunny weekend at Longridge Activity Centre,
near Marlow, learning about lightweight camping and
expedition cooking. We went climbing, raced go-karts and
tried water orbing, as well as relaxing by the river eating fish
and chips.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. You do not need to have
been a Brownie to join. To find out more or to visit, contact
Jo on 07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.

Kennington Horticultural Society
July Newsletter
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
th
Wednesday 16 July: Evening visit to Blewbury Manor Gardens, Blewbury.
This is a special opening for Society Members. Entry and refreshments is £6pp. Transport will be
by volunteer private transport. Bookings can be made with the treasurer on 01865 730961. When
booking, please indicate if you require transport or can provide transport.
Meet in the health centre car park ready to depart at 6:30 pm.
Sunday 17th August: Coach outing to Sir Harold Hillier Garden and the New Forest.
Places for the outing can now be booked by telephone to the treasurer on 01865 730961 or by email
brianpeedell@outlook.com. The all-inclusive cost is £17. The coach will depart Manor Grove at
8:30 am, calling at bus stops through the village. The visit to Hilliers will be followed by a visit to
the New Forest, stopping at Lynhurst for an hour or so in the afternoon.
Yarnton Garden Centre
The Society has secured a 10% discount on garden products at Yarnton Nurseries on production of
a 2014/2015 membership card.
Remember the Annual Show on Saturday 6th September; also no August Chronicle!
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Kennington Festival Group
The Cream Tea we had on Bank Holiday Monday 26 th May was excellent. Our thanks
goes to Irene, who supplied the scones, jam and cream.
You are all welcome to come and visit us at our meetings to see if you would like to join us, that is
if you are 60 or over. It is always good to see new faces. I know some of you some of you are put
off at the thought of playing Bingo but you don’t have to. The Committee is trying to think of
alternative activities and would appreciate any ideas you may have to open up the afternoon to
more of you.
Our next meetings at the Village Centre on Mondays, 2–4pm:
➢

7th July: Strawberries and Cream Tea

➢

21st July

➢

4th * 18th August, when we will be having Lunch before the usual meeting

➢

1st September

Transport to meetings is available for those who have mobility problems.
For any more information please ring Margaret or Peter on 01865 730353 (please leave a message
with your name and telephone number if the answer phone cuts in) or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.

Headway Oxfordshire
Cream Tea
Friday 11 July, from 1pm
Headway Oxfordshire supports people that have been affected by brain injury, and
their families. Our Activity and Rehabilitation Centre is at 4 Bagley Wood Road in
Kennington.
We will again be holding our annual Cream Tea on Friday 11th July.
Please come along and support us from 1 pm. Enjoy homemade scones, cakes and a cup of tea or
coffee.
We look forward to seeing you on the 11th.

Puffin
An estimated half a million pairs of Puffins breed on the shores of Britain
each year, and whilst there are more in the north of England, and Ireland,
they are to be seen in Wales and the north coast of Devon and Cornwall.
The Puffin is an unmistakable bird with its black back and white underparts,
distinctive black head with large pale cheeks, and a tall, flattened, brightlycoloured bill. Its comical appearance is heightened by its red and black eye
markings and bright orange legs. Used as a symbol for books and other
items, this clown among sea-birds is one of the world’s favourite birds.
Last month, we included a picture of a house martin with the article about swifts. Sorry.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10 th
of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News
not Views. Submissions to include the name and contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.
Regular events
Badminton
Village Centre
Mondays, 8:30–10:30 pm
Kennington Walks
Village Centre Car Park
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm
July
Wed 2 Kennington Link WI
Methodist Hall
2:15 pm
Kennington Garden Competition: Judging Preliminaries
6 pm
Fri
4
Kennington United Choirs: Trial by Jury; HMS Pinafore Methodist Hall
7:30 pm
Kennington Garden Competition: Judging Finals
Sat
5 Parish Council Office
Village Centre
10–11 am
Kennington United Choirs: Trial by Jury; HMS Pinafore Methodist Hall
7:30 pm
Mon 7 Festival Group: Strawberry Tea
Village Centre
2–4 pm
Tue
8 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Hall
10 am
Short Informal Service
Edith Court Lounge
10:30 am
Wed 9
Kennington WI: Maundy Money & Silversmithing
Village Centre
7:15 pm
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting
Village Centre
7:30 pm
Sat 12 Kids for KOA Concert
Village Centre
6 pm
Sun 13 Action for Children Service
Methodist Church
10:30 am
Ecumenical House Group
69 Upper Road
2:30 pm
Tue 15
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
8 pm
Short Informal Service
Edith Court Lounge
10:30 am
Wed 16
K. Horticultural Soc. Blewbury Gardens £6; ring 730961 Start at Health Centre
6:30 pm
Mon 21 Festival Group
Village Centre
2–4 pm
Mon 28 KOA Shop opens for 3 weeks
St Swithun’s Church Hall 10 am
August (no Parish Council meeting)
Mon 4 Festival Group Lunch Meeting
Village Centre
1–4 pm
Tue
5 Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
8 pm
Wed 6 Kennington Link WI Coffee Morning
Methodist Hall
10 am
Tue 12 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Hall
10 am
Sun 17 K. Horticultural Soc. Hillier Gardens £17; ring 730961
Mon 18 Festival Group Lunch Meeting
Village Centre
1–4 pm
Wed 20 Short Informal Service
Edith Court Lounge
10:30 am
Tue 26 Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
8 pm
September
Mon 1 Festival Group
Village Centre
2–4 pm
Wed 3 Kennington Link WI
Methodist Hall
2:15 pm
Parish Council Office
Village Centre
10–11 am
Sat
6
Kennington Horticultural Society Annual Show
Village Centre
2 pm
Tue
9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Hall
10 am
Short Informal Service
Edith Court Lounge
10:30 am
Wed 10
Kennington WI: Youngest Mayor of Abingdon
Village Centre
7:15 pm
Thu 11 Parish Council Meeting
Village Centre
7:30 pm
Festival Group
Village Centre
2–4 pm
Mon 15
Kennington History Society: Jambusters (WI at War)
Methodist Hall
7:45 pm
Tue 16 Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
8 pm
Sat 20 KOA Event
Village Centre
7:30 pm
Mon 29 Festival Group
Village Centre
2–4 pm

Index of Contents: page 3.
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