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The Parish Church of St Swithun
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The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739
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Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall 9:25 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group) 9:30 am
3rd Sunday Messy Church in Church 9:25 am

Morning Prayer in Church Hall 9:30 am
Sundays Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursdays Communion 10:30 am
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

Kennington Health Centre.........................................................................................01865 730911
NHS Direct............................................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk..................................................111
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency)............................................................................................101
Area PCSO Claire Smallcombe C8491 (not 24 hours)..............................................07800 702654
Parish Clerk: Anne Feather....................kennington.pc@ntlworld.com....................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings...................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser......................................................................................01865 735634
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults).........................................................................0800 317802
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.........bobtjohnston@gmail.com...........................01865 730209
What can I recycle?.............................http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

Last week I saw Matisse Cut-outs. It was a fascinating exhibition, and the Tate heaved with noise
and children having a delightful experience.

The  reason  why  Matisse  began  to  use  his  paper  and
scissors method was that at the height of his creativity, his
life took a challenging turn. He was coping with disease
and getting old! A major operation to treat cancer left him
more or less confined to a wheelchair. He began to do cut-
outs, wielding huge scissors and brightly coloured paper
with  dexterity.  With  flourishes,  he  depicted  undersea
worlds, tumbling circus artists and flowers.

He  was  the  sort  of  person  who  could  accept  the
circumstances  in  which  he  found  himself  and  adapt,
creating a new way of life in which he was still able to
flourish. Not easy. So often we bemoan our situations and fight the things that limit or hurt us. Yet
there are people around us—in this village—or other scenes in our lives—who are courageously
living on, making the best of their lives.  Sometimes something very difficult has led to a new
opportunity, a new gift or stoical courage and endurance that astonishes us and somehow gives joy.
These people are amazing!

The Bible is full of themes of loss and pain, yet often alongside this there is transformation and
renewal.  In  the Psalms we often  read laments  but  having started in  the  depths  of  despair,  the
psalmist ends by turning to praise.

King David, who in his darkest moments cried out to God, saw that there was a future and a hope.
Seeing and stepping out into a new way could only come into existence because of what he had lost
or suffered.

Matisse’s cut-outs of dancers and acrobats, made when he himself  could barely walk,  show an
astounding trust that there was hope and a new satisfyingly beautiful way for him. Maybe a bit of
his positivity can rub off on to us.

During  this  amazing  summer  we  have  basked  in  the  sunshine,  seen  flowers  and  birds,  and
appreciated the abundant goodness that is all around us. We are ready now to get the pears, plums
and blackberries!

It would be good to find a few minutes to stop, today, whatever our circumstances, and take an
appreciative look at our own lives and be thankful for all the good things. Make a list if it helps! We
need to reflect whether we really do make the most of our circumstances and are ready to explore
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Psalm 13: A psalm of lament, of David
1 How long, Lord? Will you forget me for ever?
 How long will you hide your face from me?
2 How long must I wrestle with my thoughts
 and day after day have sorrow in my heart?
 How long will my enemy triumph over me?
3 Look on me and answer, Lord my God.
 Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death,
4 and my enemy will say, ‘I have overcome him,’
 and my foes will rejoice when I fall.
5 But I trust in your unfailing love;
 my heart rejoices in your salvation.
6 I will sing the Lord’s praise,
 for he has been good to me
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new things and ways, whatever is happening to us. There may be pain or sacrifices to make or
dreams to lay aside in order to get to a good place. Most of us don’t have anything like the genius
and gifts of Matisse—but we are of infinite worth to society and God our creator.

— Pam McKellen

News about our Churches

You are probably aware that for the past few years the Churches in Kennington, Sunningwell and
Radley have been working together more and more. To some extent, this is because of a shortage of
personnel throughout the Church of England, and in many areas, churches that had their own vicar
in  the  glorious  days  even  of  the  20th Century  are  being  combined  into  groups  of  parishes:
sometimes 8 or 9 in a group!

Good things have come out of our working together, like Messy Church, and soon we will legally
become one United Benefice. One of the advantages of this is that we have been able to make it
very clear that we do need more staff to care for our parishes properly. Sadly, there is no way in
which I as Vicar of the three Churches can do all that I or you would like me to do!

So, in a few weeks’ time, we will be advertising for a half-time person to come to work across the
three parishes with me and the other members of the team. They are likely to live in the Vicarage in
Kennington but will be working in all three parishes, like the rest of us. They will not be a new
Vicar of Kennington—that’s still me! We hope that when we have another person we will be able to
do more of the things we have always wanted to do, so watch this  space.  We will  be holding
interviews in October. Please pray that we get somebody just right for us!

Services in September

Sun 7th 9:30 am Parish Communion
3:30 pm Play and Pray

Sun 14th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 21st 9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in Church Hall
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 28th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Every Thursday there is a Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.

Play and Pray is a new opportunity for informal family fellowship. It will happen on the first
Sunday of each month, so come along on the 7th any time between 3:30 and 5:30 pm. Bring snack
food if  you want.  The idea  is  that  children  can play  in  either  church  or  the grounds,  weather
permitting. We can share prayer concerns, possibly sing, and end with the Messy Church grace.

On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church, enjoyable for everybody.
This month Messy Church will be on the 21st. It is church with craft activities that help
people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages enjoy it. We
use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as
doing things together we eat breakfast, have a chat and have a short time of worship. It starts at
9:30 am and usually finishes by 11. If you want to know more, come along and sample it! You
would be very welcome.

Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington
Oxford Email:
OX3 8AX minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER

7th 10:30 am We welcome Simon Pillinger from Kidlington to lead our Morning Worship.

14th 10:30 am Racial  Justice  Sunday:  The  Minister,  the  Rev Rosemary  Davies,  leads  our
worship today which includes the monthly service of Holy Communion.

21st 10:30 am We welcome Hannah Stammers from Kidlington to lead our Morning Worship.

28th 10:30 am Harvest  Thanksgiving:  Our  Harvest  Thanksgiving  Service will  be  led  by
Jennifer Thompson from Chalgrove. Do come and join our Harvest praise. All
are welcome.

MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS

The Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship will meet on Tuesday 16th September at  2:30 pm at  89
Bagley Wood Road, when we shall be starting our study of the book of Acts. All are welcome. If
you would like more details about the group please contact Dilys Cale on 739774.

Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 17th, 10:30–11 am, and is
very informal in style. We usually begin with a hymn and then read from the Bible and see how its
message can apply to our day-to-day life. We then offer prayers for our local community and our
world. Do come and join the residents—all are welcome.

MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on  Monday 1st September at
8 pm at the Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.

COFFEE MORNING:  Tuesday 9th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The July Coffee
Morning raised £79.56, and the August meeting £98.25. Our October Coffee Morning will be
Tuesday 14th October at 10 am.

HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling  or  alcohol  is  permitted  on  Methodist  premises  and  that  currently  the  Church  is  not
available on a Saturday.
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The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Kennington Link WI

In  the  absence  of  our  President  the  July  meeting  was  taken  jointly  by  Rosalie
Whiteley and  Jean  Mundy.  Correspondence  from the  Evening Institute  prompted
discussion concerning the wreath-laying Memorial Service next November. A superb
report  was  given  of  the  recent  AGM  in  the  Albert  Hall.  We  thank  Margaret  Young  for  the
photograph that  was published in  News & Views,  reminding us  of  a  happy musical  afternoon.
Women’s World Magazines were available for members to take home.

The Treasurer presented her financial report and advised members they could more readily learn of
ongoing matters by providing their email addresses.

Then  came  a  most  enthusiastic  and  refreshing  talk  on  ‘The  Environment  and  Wildlife
Gardening.’ Mr Stuart  Mabbutt,  a  jovial  speaker,  encouraged  us  to  open  our  eyes  and  see
gardens as  mini  nature  reserves.  He didn’t  suggest  that  we turn our  complete  gardens  over  to
wildlife  meadows,  but  just  keep  the  main  features  and  paths,  leaving  the  rest  to  managed
countryside.  The four main things needed for wildlife gardening are water,  grasses of different
lengths, some dead wood, and flowers of differing heights. Stuart made it sound so easy and much
more  fun  than  conventional  gardening.  There  were  brochures  giving  valuable  tips,  exhibits  on
display, and bird boxes to buy. This was a most enjoyable talk, and Jean Mundy spoke for all the
members as she gave a sincere vote of thanks.

The August coffee morning was a happy social occasion with both the Raffle and ‘Bring & Buy’
stall being well supported. We thank the friends and visitors who came along to help make this a
successful event and hope you all went home with either a bargain or a raffle prize.

Our next meeting will be held on 3rd September when we look forward to Barbara  Hateley-
Broad speaking on The Changi Quilts. Visitors will be warmly welcomed.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, www.stuartmabbuttgardeningltd.com

Time To take Stock And Look At Our Planting Schemes

A highlight in many gardens is when everything seems to be in full bloom and the garden is alive
with wildlife.

As August progresses, more species of butterfly are visible in gardens so we need to plant up our
pots,  troughs  and  borders  with  suitable  flowers  etc.  Long-forgotten  and  old-fashioned  cottage
garden plants are ideal for this with their fragrant flowers in all sorts of shapes and colours.

Colours tend to be vivid at this time of year, perhaps more so than at other times of the year, so
rudbeckia and echinacea are two plants I would happily advise to grow as they are very agreeable
to many insects that start to form the food chain in our wildlife gardens.

Now that August is over, it is an ideal time to stand back and take stock of our planting schemes. If
you are not  happy that  the colours  and types  are  attracting enough wildlife,  plan to  add more
perennial plants in late autumn and see if we can all extend the flowering season a bit longer.

Leaving some Ivy to flower into the Autumn is a great way of extending the nectar season for the
bees. Ivy doesn’t have to mean neglect. Wildlife gardening isn’t about doing nothing; it’s about
gardening in a slightly different way.
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website www.kennington.org.

You may have noticed that the red dog bins have been removed around the village, including the
ones by the playing field car parks. These bins, together with a few more, belonged to the Parish
Council, which paid for their weekly emptying.

Some time ago, the District Council had put stickers on the general litter bins explaining that dog
waste could be put in these bins as there had been a change in disposal arrangements. Now the cost
of disposing of just dog waste, as opposed to mixed waste, has increased considerably. That is why
the Parish Council arranged for its dog bins to be removed, replacing them with general litter bins
where appropriate. So a reminder to all dog owners, please use the general litter bins for your
‘poo bags’—thank you.

An Automated External Defibrillator (AED) unit, which the Council ordered in June, has been
installed at the front of the Village Centre entrance. You can’t miss it—it is inside a big yellow
cabinet! This unit is to help save those who have a cardiac arrest in the village.

An awareness session regarding the use of this defibrillator, which any member of the public can
use, has been arranged for:

Saturday 27th September in the Village Hall

You are all invited to attend. Drop in any time between 10 am and 12 noon, when a member of
the South Central Ambulance Service will take you through how the defibrillator works and how to
use it. Refreshments will be available throughout the morning. It is hoped that this is only the first
and that others could be located around Kennington. Maybe additional units could be purchased by
raising funds within the village.

The  Flower  baskets  around  the  village  are
looking wonderful this year and thanks go to
those volunteers who earlier  in the year both
nurtured  the  small  plants  and  prepared  the
baskets in  readiness for Councillors  to locate
around the village. Thanks go also to Oxford
Garden Centre, which again this year donated
all the compost for the baskets along with the
necessary food pellets to keep the plants going
through this hot weather.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Dates of Council Meetings: September

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Saturday Office
10–11 am

Parish Council Meeting
7:30 pm

Planning Committee
Meeting—8 pm

Saturday 6th Thursday 11th Tuesday 16th

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the  plan  as  it  has  only  21  days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact  the  Clerk
immediately you  receive  notification  to  ensure  the  Parish  Council  members  are  aware  of  any
neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
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Citizens Advice Bureau: Scam warning
A new semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) — www.caox.org.uk

Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau is calling for people to be on the lookout for scams by letter,
telephone calls, doorstep sellers or websites.

Scams come in many different forms, but most of them aim at deceiving people into giving away
sensitive information or parting with their money. If you are targeted by suspicious advertisements
or sales pitches, report them to the authorities. If in doubt, consult trusted friends or relatives about
anyone offering deals that seem too good to be true.

A spokesman from the Citizens Advice Bureau said: “It is a disgrace that scammers often target
elderly people with sophisticated scams—for instance, posing as their bank. People regularly come
to us with heart-breaking stories about losing their money, and it’s important that they know what to
look out for and what they can do.”

Look out for:

➢ Online shopping scams: Bogus websites; goods that don’t exist; spurious payment services.

➢ Dating scams: Scammers using dating websites to build up relationships and then asking for
financial help.

➢ Courier scams: Scammers posing on the telephone as the police or your bank, warning of
fraudulent payments on a card, then visiting you to collect the card.

Top tips:

➢ If in doubt, don’t reply. Bin it, delete it, or say “No thank you.”

➢ Persuasive sales patter? Just say “No thanks.”

➢ If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.

➢ You shouldn’t have to pay anything to get a prize.

➢ Walk away from job advertisements that ask for money in advance.

➢ Never give  out  your  bank details  to  anyone you don’t  completely trust,  or  to  someone
contacting you out of the blue.

➢ Your bank and the police will never collect your bank card or ask for your PIN.

➢ If you’ve handed over cash, you might not be able to get it back, but if you’ve paid by credit
card you have some protection. If you used a debit card you could try asking your bank for a
chargeback.

What to do if you have been scammed or had a narrow escape:

➢ Report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 to stop it happening to others

➢ Report it to Trading Standards through CAB’s consumer service on 08454 040506

➢ Contact the CAB advice line on 08444 111444

Call  in  to  your  nearest  Citizens  Advice  Bureau  at  Abbey  House,  Abbey  Close,  Abingdon,
OX14 3JE. For opening hours, see www.caox.org.uk.
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Kennington Festival Group

Well here we are again happy as can be… I feel a song coming on?

But we are a Happy Bunch of people who would like to see more of you at our
fortnightly get together. The group is there for the over-60’s but if you are younger
and need some company please do come along, as we are all young at heart.

There are three meetings in September. All meetings are in the Village Centre on Mondays, 2–4pm,
when afternoon tea and cakes will be served:

➢ 1st, 15th & 29th September

We pay £1, and that includes a raffle ticket.

We are having a lunch in October and planning another outing for members before the end of the
year.

Transport is available if you have mobility problems.

Margaret will come and meet you and tell you about the Group to you if you would like her to.

For more information please ring Margaret or Peter on 01865 730353. Please leave a message with
your name and number if the answer phone cuts in.

The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk

Apple Café Manager Needed!

Are you a friendly, enthusiastic and self-motivated individual who would be interested in managing
the Apple café for six months from September?

We’re looking for a proactive individual to lead our Thursday and Saturday sessions, as well as
support our volunteers and manage the operations of the café. This exciting position will initially be
approximately 12 hours per week for six months,  and potentially extendible depending on our
financial situation at the end of the period.

This  position  will  ideally  suit  someone  with  catering  experience  and  a  desire  to  be  a  central
contributor to the life of the community. You’ll work alongside the Apple Café core group, helping
the group to focus on how best to serve residents and visitors to Kennington, as well as being the
public face of the café.

The Apple Café is a social enterprise, run by the community for the community.

For further details, please contact Martin Morse on 01865 326641 or email info@applecafe.co.uk.

Apple Café, St Swithun’s Church Hall. Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Entry forms should be delivered to the show secretary by Wednesday 3rd September at 206
Upper Road. Holders of trophies should ensure they are returned to Steve Carr at 13 Poplar
Grove by Sunday 31st August 2014.

Looking Ahead… Wednesday 22nd October, 7:30 pm, Village Centre

Chris Ward kicks off our autumn season of talks with a presentation on Wildlife Gardening. £2
entry, £3 for non-members. Complimentary refreshments.

Looking even further ahead: Gardens of southern Ireland tour, 1st–6th June 2015

Following a successful holiday to Cornwall this year, a number of members expressed an interest in
visiting Ireland next year. Members who had travelled on a KHS holiday within the past three years
were surveyed and 48 respondents said they were likely or very likely to join us on a holiday to
Ireland.

We can therefore advise that a six day, five night, tour has been provisionally booked commencing
Monday 1st June 2015. The route will be via Fishguard to Rosslaire and staying on half-board basis
at  Treacy’s  Leisure  &  Spar  Hotel,  Waterford,  south-east  Ireland.  The  hotel  is  3  star  and
conveniently located on the quayside and near to the town centre. It has an indoor swimming pool.
Some members have stayed there and found it to be fine.

A draft  itinerary is  being prepared and will  include visits  to gardens within the Waterford and
Carlow Garden Trails, a day at leisure in Waterford and perhaps a ride on the Waterford &  Suir
Valley Railway. In Waterford there is much to see and do including boat trips on the River Suir and
yes shopping! Garden-wise, we are spoilt for choice!

The cost of 5 nights (normally we have four nights) half-board, ferry and coaching throughout will
not  exceed  £360  per  person.  Insurance  is  £19.  Note:  travel  insurance  for  this  trip  will  be
compulsory.  At this  stage,  all  garden visits  will  be extra.  There are limited singles with a £50
supplement.

Not everyone receives their Chronicle on the first day of the month, therefore to enable all members
an equal  chance  of  booking a  place,  we will  adopt  the same bookings procedure  as  last  year.
Bookings will be taken with effect from 9 am on Sunday 14th September by personal caller to 206
Upper Road, Kennington, or by telephoning 01865 730961, on a first-come basis. Bookings before
this  date  cannot  be accepted.  Initially  reservations will  only be accepted from those who were
members on 1st August 2014. A cheque deposit of £100 pp is required, though this will not be
cashed for some time. Cheques should be made payable to Kennington Horticultural Society. Those
reserving a place will be sent an application form, together with a draft itinerary. If you require
insurance, please include a separate cheque for £19 payable to the Society.

Should anyone require clarification on the above, please call 01865 730961.

Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship

The September meeting will be on
Tuesday 16th at 2:30 pm at 89, Bagley Wood Road

All are welcome to this friendly meeting,
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A423 Kennington roundabout and Hinksey Hill interchange

You can find more information, and sign up to receive automatic email updates, about the works on
the ring road and the A34 from the OCC website on http://j.mp/2014-a34.

Remember that urgent updates for Kennington are posted on Kennington Connected! You can join
the group to receive notifications at www.facebook.com/groups/kennington.connected.

Kennington Youth Club

Hey, I’m Tabby the Youth Club Leader  in Kennington. It’s  my second year  as leader  and I’m
looking forward to reopening Youth Club on Monday 8th September.

We have an exciting programme of activities this Autumn; some I’ve planned and some the young
people and I will work out together. Existing members will receive a pack containing all you need
to know about Kennington Youth Club for this term. One thing everyone must do is complete the
membership form whether or not you’ve done so before.  Should you be a new young person
thinking of joining, I’ll be pleased to ensure you get this membership pack if you send me your
details on kenningtonclub@gmail.com.

The Youth Club opens:

• Monday 6:30–8 pm for Years 6–8

• Monday 7:30–9 pm for Years 9 and above

• Thursday 7–9 pm for Years 5 and above

Each session costs just £1 to attend.

On Thursdays, parallel with Youth Club from 7–8 pm, we also run  Codeclub, which is  free and
open to all aged 9–11. This is a great opportunity to develop computer programming skills on fun
projects with the expert help of Geoff our Codeclub leader.

Kennington Youth Club is managed by a committee of volunteers. It opens every week provided
that we can maintain a rota of volunteers to help ensure the programmes can be safe and fun for all.
Each time I open, two additional adults need to be present to serve tuck and support me by just
being there as health and safety backup. No expertise is needed, so please consider volunteering
even if only infrequently—it would help so much! For full details e-mail kimsmith@ntlworld.com
and thanks in anticipation.

To raise funds for the club we also run a  200 Club, details of which can be obtained from Kim
Smith on kimsmith@ntlworld.com.

As I am difficult to contact outside of club hours, should you wish to speak to someone on any
aspect of Kennington Youth Club, our Chairman, Roy King, can be contacted on 01865 735864.

— Tabby Welham, Kennington Youth Club
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Kennington History Society

The last event before the History Society’s Summer Break in June was a very enjoyable illustrated
talk by Bill King entitled ‘The River at War’ : Why the Thames was such an important strategic
feature in the 2nd World War. Bill explained how the upper reaches of the Thames was used,
during the last war, to transport military equipment, and how the passage of the River was protected
along the way by blockhouses, some of which can still be seen today.

‘this month’

The  first  meeting  following  the  break  will  be  held  on  Monday  15th

September in the Methodist Church at the usual time of 7:45 pm. It will be
an  illustrated  talk  by  the  well-known  local  historian  and  author,  Julie
Summers, amusingly entitled ‘Jambusters’, which will tell the story of The
WI in Wartime.

‘next month’

The History Society’s next event will take place on  Monday 20th October
2014 at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church, when local historian and regular
popular  speaker  Liz  Woolley will  give  an  illustrated  talk  entitled  ’The
Coming of the Railway to Oxford’.

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with
visitors welcome @ £2.50.

We are fast approaching this year’s summer coach trip to
Hereford and is scheduled for Thursday 25th September.
The cost of the trip is £13 for Members and £15 for Non-
Members. Please note we will be leaving earlier this year,
picking up from the bus stops on the western side of the
main road through the village, starting at Manor Grove at
9:00 am  and returning to Kennington at  7:00 pm. There

are still a few seats available and you can book one of these by contacting  Mark Horseman on
01865 730321 or David Jones on 01865 730377. There’s plenty to see in Hereford. Its wonderful
11th Century Cathedral is the home of the  Mappa Mundi, one of the world’s unique medieval
treasures. This map of the world is thought to have been made in 1300. There are good shops and of
course the famous Cider Museum.

If you have not already paid for your seat please forward, as soon as possible, to the Society’s
Treasurer, David Jones, at 33 Playfield Road Kennington.

— George Ross

Did you holiday in Oxford in the 1980’s?

Do you remember visiting The Botanic Gardens or Oxford Castle or Punting on the
Cherwell? If so, Raise the Roof Productions would love to talk to you for a new
BBC One show.

Please call 0141 427 5880 or 07462 435597 to share your memories. 

www.raisetheroofproductions.com
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Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and
in the Kennington Library.

Large colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).

Kennington Overseas Aid

Forthcoming KOA events

Our final event of the fund-raising season is the  Bandwaves Concert at  7 pm on
Saturday 20th September in the Village Centre. A variety of entertainment will be
provided  by  Charity  Opera,  Music  Mayhem  and  Kennington  Band.  Tickets  (£8
adults, £4 children, family ticket £20) include a glass of non-alcoholic punch. There will be a bring-

and-share  finger  buffet,  for  which  your
contributions  will  be  welcome.  Wine  will
also  be  available.  For  tickets  ring  Sylvia
Vetta on 739071.

Please make a note of the date of the KOA
AGM, which is also the occasion when we
present a large cheque to our charity of the
year, this year, of course, the  Nasio Trust.
It’s on Wednesday 26th November at 8 pm in
St Swithun’s Church Hall. All are welcome.
Thank you for your support.

Our  July  events,  the  Kennington  United
Choirs’ performances of  Trial by Jury and

HMS Pinafore, and the Kids for KOA Concert, were well-supported and enjoyed by all. We also
had  a  successful  day  at  the  NASIO  Summer  Music  and  Family  Fun  Day in  Abingdon
Marketplace, where we sold books, preserves, cakes and home-grown vegetables, and were able to
acquaint people from a wider geographical area with KOA's activities. We are most grateful to
everyone who donated goods, and to all of you who have helped at and performed in these various
events.

As I write this the KOA Shop is about to close after its three-week existence. I think KOA must
have invented the idea of the pop-up shop long before it became the fashionable concept that it is
today. Trade was a bit slower this year than last, but nevertheless the Shop will make a serious
contribution to our fund-raising total. Two things you may not realise about the shop: firstly how
complex it is to organise, involving, as it does, over 50 helpers; and secondly that all leftover goods
are passed on to other charities, so nothing goes to waste. Thank you again for your donations of
goods and for your custom.

Chair: Halcyon Leonard (452783) www.koa.org.uk Vice-Chair: Marilyn Farr (326519)
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Garden Competition

The Annual Garden Competition took place on Saturday 5th July.

The winners were as follows.

The ‘Geoffrey Blackman Cup’ for best front garden

1st Pauline & Alan Cross of 18 St Swithun’s Road

2nd Ruth & Roy King of 62 The Avenue

3rd Pauline & Peter Anderson of 15 Playfield Road

Best Hanging Basket

June & John Maine of 204 Poplar Grove

Best Business Premises

Edith Court

This year we repeated last year’s method of selecting the finalist by using local people to carry out
the preliminary judging on the Friday night. We feel this was again a great success. The Parish
Council thanks these villagers who assisted with this preliminary judging.

The Judges and the Parish Council congratulate all the people of the parish who have taken the time
to work on their gardens, which make our village a pleasant place to live.

Well Done!

— Peter Biggs

A personal report from the Kennington’s Grand Fête

On Saturday 21st June, my husband and I took our dog Perry, a
border collie, down to the Village Grand Fête.

The young lady in charge of entries  wanted to enter her.  We
explained that the dog was almost 14 years old and would be
unable to partake in the activities. Nevertheless, we were given
number 8.

Imagine  our  surprise  when  at  the  end  Mrs  Helen  Peacocke
announced Perry as the Overall Winner! We were thrilled that
she is a star; what a lovely thing to do for an old dog.

A few days later when talking to friends, one of them pointed
out that Perry is actually almost 15, confirmed by her papers.

We thank Mrs Peacocke and everyone involved for making our
day.

— Pamela Freeman
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St Swithun’s CE Primary School

As we look forward to the start of our new school year, we extend a very warm
welcome  to  all  our  new  children  starting  with  us  in  Saplings  (nursery  and
reception), as well as those starting in other year groups. We also welcome our
new members of staff.

Whilst many of us make New Year’s resolutions in January, for those of us in
education,  the  autumn is  a  time of  new beginnings.  We spent  time last  year  planning for  the
introduction of the new statutory national curriculum being introduced this autumn. However, the
national curriculum has only ever been a part of what we offer at St Swithun’s, so we will continue
to take every opportunity that we can to provide a rich and exciting experience for our children.

As you may have read in former Chronicle articles written by some of the children, we plan visits
to places of interest, welcome visitors into school, and take part in just about every inter-school
sporting competition that is offered. For some time, our children have had the opportunity to take
part in two residential visits when they were in Years 4 and 6.

Last year, for the first time, almost all of our Year 2 children took part in a one-night residential
visit to Hill End Centre near Farmoor, where they had a fantastic time, in glorious weather. This
looks set to become another regular event in our school calendar.

We are so used to the incredible opportunities that our children are offered that we possibly do not
stop and think about how lucky they are! Our children enjoyed a vast array of opportunities last
year and we very much encourage them to take advantage of each and every available opportunity.
Each opportunity gives children a chance to develop knowledge and skills and, most importantly,
the chance to shine.

From all  of  us  at  St  Swithun’s  School,  we  wish  everyone  in  Kennington  who  is  involved  in
education a very happy new year.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, headteacher.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

Kennington Horticultural Society Annual Show

Saturday 6th September. Doors open at 2:15 pm

Village Centre

Annual Show of Flowers Fruit & Vegetables

Also… handicraft, cookery, photography and children’s classes

Admission 50p, children under 16 free
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Goldfinch

Goldfinches can be found anywhere there are scattered bushes and trees, rough ground with thistles
and other seeding plants.

They like orchards, parks, gardens, heathland and commons, but can often be seen in
our gardens especially in the southern counties.

The proliferation of bird feeders in gardens has helped to increase their numbers, with
an estimated quarter of a million breeding pairs in the UK.

This small finch (about 8–10 inches) is strikingly colourful with its mixture of red, white and black
on the head, golden brown body and bright yellow wing bars, and they can be seen and heard all
year round.

South and Vale Carers

Do you provide unpaid help to a family member, friend or neighbour, to help them with everyday
living? Do you look after someone who has a long-term illness or disability or who is elderly or
frail? Do you have a child with special needs? Do you help a relative or friend who is about to be
discharged from hospital? Are you under 18 and caring for or helping to care for someone in your
family, who has a long-term illness or is disabled? 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you would benefit from contacting South and Vale
Carers. South and Vale Carers is a specialist charity, set up in 1994, supporting unpaid carers living
in South Oxfordshire  and Vale of  White  Horse District  Council  areas.  We provide a  personal,
professional and confidential service offering a wide range of advice, information, and practical and
emotional support, visiting you in your own home at a time to suit you. 

South and Vale Carers can help you with: 

• Emotional support and practical advice to help you with your caring role 

• Help in claiming Allowances and Benefits for you and the person you care for 

• Completing a Benefits Check to ensure you and your family maximise your family income 

• Knowing your rights, including at work 

• Help with Appeals and Representation at Tribunals 

• Advice on your entitlement to services 

• Advice on choosing and paying for care 

• Trips and activities to give you a break—you deserve one! 

If you would like to know how we could help you, please call us on 01235 510212 or visit our
website www.svcarers.org.uk.

As an independent charity we do not receive any statutory funding. If you would like to support our
work, please get in touch, your donation would make a difference.
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Memories of Kennington
These memories are about Kennington hosting evacuees during the War years.

I  am  reminded  daily  of  happy  memories  of  Kennington.  Three  years  ago,  I  moved  into  a
Residential Home and am loving every minute.

On the wall beside my favourite chair is a beautiful picture, one of my most treasured possessions,
which I’ve carried it around with me since 1940! It depicts a small boy sitting under a tree, playing
his pipe and attracting the woodland creatures.

As evacuees, we were allowed to occasionally use one of the classrooms in the village school. It
was a tight squeeze as it was only meant for tiny pupils, and we were teenage girls. However, we
managed, and were grateful for the privilege.

Whilst using the classroom, we were also encouraged to tend the gardens in the playground. This
was where I learned to love gardening, especially asters. In 1940, I was awarded a prize for the best
garden—yes, the prize was the aforementioned treasured picture!

So many happy memories spring to mind when writing about Kennington. The benevolence of Mr
& Mrs Taylor  and Tony as they welcomed me into their  family home on Kennington Road.  I
couldn’t begin to list all that I learned from that loving family during my three-year stay.

My schooling,  too,  although fragmented,  allowed me to reach Matriculation standard.  This has
stood me in good stead all these years.

Luckily, I still have a friend who was also evacuated to Kennington. We have long chats on the
phone, mostly, “Do you remember…?”

And of course I am grateful to Tony, who still keeps me up-to-date with the Kennington Chronicle.

— Doreen Box

Maggie’s Centre for cancer

This  summer,  the  brand  new Maggie’s  Centre  will  open at  the  Churchill  Hospital  in  Oxford,
offering anyone with any type of cancer, and their families and friends, the practical, emotional and
social support that they need.

At such an exciting time, we are looking for new volunteers to join our Centre Support Team to
help introduce as many people as possible to our new centre and show them the fantastic support
Maggie’s can provide.

If you are sociable, confident, outgoing and willing to dedicate half a day a week to help Maggie’s,
we would like to hear from you. For more information, please call 07920 848825 or email us on
eleanor.green@maggiescentres.org, or visit www.maggiescentres.org.
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Headway Oxfordshire

Thank you to everyone who donated plants for the Headway Oxfordshire Plant
Sale on Saturday 24th May, particularly those kind members of the Kennington
Horticultural Society.

Proceeds raised £240 towards Headway’s work in support of people affected by brain injury and
stroke. We anticipate that this will become an annual event in our Calendar. 

Kennington  Amateur  Dramatics  are  arranging  a  Murder  Mystery  Evening,  Who  Killed  the
Director? at the village centre on  Saturday 13th, with proceeds for Headway Oxfordshire. This
sounds like a great evening, and Headway staff and volunteers will certainly make up a Team,
maximum of 6 people.

Tickets  in  advance  £12  per  person,  to  include  supper.  Telephone  01865 739025  or  email
johnkaycard@yahoo.co.uk.

Kennington 4 Fairtrade
www.fairtrade.org.uk

September is here! Kids are back in school, autumn is looming and we have
all, hopefully, had a chance to enjoy some of the abundant sunshine we’ve
had over the summer.

September is a good time for new beginnings and resolutions---why not strive towards buying more
fairly traded products? Here’s a quick reminder of why it is so important.

What Fairtrade does

Fairtrade is about better prices, decent working conditions and fair terms of trade for farmers and
workers. It’s about supporting the development of thriving farming and worker communities that
have more control over their futures and protecting the environment in which they live and work.

Fairtrade is 50% owned by producers

Fairtrade works with a range of stakeholders but the global system is 50% owned by producers
representing  farmer  and  worker  organisations.  With  an  equal  voice,  producers  have  a  say  in
decision-making, are involved in decisions on overall strategy, use of resources and setting prices,
premiums and standards.

Fairtrade minimum price

For most Fairtrade goods there is a Fairtrade minimum price which is set to cover the cost of
sustainable production for that product in that region. This protects farmers and workers against
fluctuations in the market prices of the products they grow for a living.

This protection ensures they can have an assured and stable income and plan for their future.
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1st Kennington Guides
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk

We enjoyed the summer weather at the end of term, enabling us to get out and
about. We practised our map-reading and cooking skills and celebrated the end of term with an
archery session. We are also delighted to have received a grant from the Doris Field Charitable
Trust for camping and activity equipment.

The highlight  of  the  summer  holidays  was
our long-awaited trip to Austria. Joining with
12th Abingdon and 1st Radley  Guide  Units,
we stayed in a chalet in  Häselgehr, a small
alpine village in the Lech Valley. We enjoyed
white water rafting on the River Inn, riding
the alpine coaster in Imst and swimming in a
beautiful  open  air  pool  surrounded  by
mountains.  We  challenged  ourselves  on  a
high  ropes  adventure  park  near  Tannheim,
went  walking  in  the  alpine  meadows  and
geocached  near  the  Doser waterfall.  We
crossed Austria’s longest suspension footbridge and took a cable car up Germany’s highest peak,
the  Zugspitze. Unfortunately the weather was very poor so we didn’t see the spectacular views
normally available  at  the top.  However,  the highlight  was when Grace made her promise as a
Guide,  Rhiannon and Esme renewed their promises as our Young Leaders, and two adult leaders
from Abingdon made their promises. It was a very special moment surrounded by the cloud and
mist 2,962 metres above sea level.

We visited  Neuschwanstein Castle  (the inspiration for Walt  Disney’s
castle) and enjoyed an evening of Tyrolean music and dancing. The rest
of  our  evenings  were  spent  in  the  Chalet  and we enjoyed  our  own
Austria’s Got Talent event where everyone was encouraged to have a
go. Our final evening was our awards ceremony, including an award for
the loudest scream on the alpine coaster!

Going away with Guiding is the highlight of any Unit’s summer, and to travel abroad even more so.
It  widens girls’ horizons,  develops  skills,  independence,  team work and self-esteem, and gives
everyone involved, leaders included, the opportunity to try new activities in a supportive group
environment while discovering a new country and culture.

We thank Abingdon Lions Club, the Co-op, Girlguiding Abingdon Division, Girlguiding Anglia
Region, Girlguiding Thames District,  Kennington Parish Council,  Islip Masonic Lodge, Millets
Farm Centre, Oxfordshire Friends of Guiding, Sainsbury’s, The Tandem, Witney Lakes Resort and
Workwear in Abingdon for making our trip possible.

Centenary of Guiding in Kennington

This year we are celebrating 100 years of Guides in Kennington and invite all our current guides,
past members and anyone interested to join us on Sunday 28th September from 2 pm. Find out what
Guides used to be like, spot yourself in Unit photographs or just have a cup of tea and a slice of
cake! There will be displays on the history of Guiding in Kennington from 1914 to today. Look out
for posters for more information.

Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. You do not need to have been a Brownie to join. For information
or to arrange to visit, please contact Jo on 07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.

Rafting photo on the cover supplied by our activity provider, Feelfree—Outdoor Professionals.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

Really, one can only call it  amazing. The Choirs’ two performances of Trial by Jury and H.M.S.
Pinafore in our own Church on Friday 4th & Saturday 5th raised the phenomenal total of £13,986.17
for this year’s KOA Project,  The Nasio Trust.  We had two amazing evenings with superb music
and great fun for everyone. The total above includes Gift Aid and a magnificent anonymous gift of
£10,000.

Our thanks go to everyone who worked so hard and gave so generously. We’re sorry if you missed
it!  The previous week we went to Witney and raised well  over  £800 for Christian Aid, and at
Oxsrad the total amounted to £350. The grand total for the four concerts is well over £15,000. Well
done, everyone!

Rehearsals for Handel’s Messiah, which is being performed on Sunday 5th October at 2:30 pm in
the Holywell Music Room in Oxford, begin on Friday 12th September in the Methodist Church Hall
in Upper Road at 7:45 pm. If you enjoy singing, come along on any Friday evening. There are no
subscriptions or auditions, but if you have a copy please bring it with you. We would be delighted
to see you.

Kennington Strollers reporting back!

Rosemary and Pamela, a new walk leader for the Strollers, have been offering a short walk under
the Walking for Health scheme (www.walkingforhealth.org.uk) every Tuesday in April, June and
July. We have being walking laps of the Playing Field at the end of Playfield Road. These very
short walks have been especially for people with ongoing health conditions or recovering from
illness or surgery. The Walking for Health scheme is organised by the Ramblers; they are keen that
local walking groups continue to offer very short walks to help people become more active.

Over the four months we have led 15 walks, attracting between two and five people each walk. The
people who have joined the walks appreciated that they can do as few or as many laps of the field
as they can manage and enjoy a social chat afterwards over a cup of tea at the Pavilion. Our thanks
go to the management committee of the Playing Field who allowed us to use their kitchen facility in
the Pavilion.

One of our regular walkers said,  “The walks,  on soft  level  grass,  give the opportunity to take
exercise  at  a  pace  that  suits  you while  chatting  to  others  who come on the  day.  These  social
afternoons are a firm fixture for me.”

The walk leaders took a break during August and hope to resume the walks during September and
October, still meeting at the Playing field—if the good weather holds. We would like to build up the
numbers attending the short walks to 6–10 people.

If you would like to join us for a short stroll in September (from Tuesday 16 th) and October, please
get  in  touch  and  register  your  interest.  We would  also  like  to  recruit  one  or  two  more  walk
assistants to walk alongside walkers, or leaders, to help share the rota with Rosemary and Pamela.

Please contact Rosemary on 01865 735419 or rosemary@gardneraldgate.demon.co.uk.
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

All events held in Kennington Village Centre

Your local library needs you, can you help?

Thanks to your support of our gala events, in October, FOKL will be able to sign a contract with the
County  Council  to  pay  for  three  and  half  hours  per  week  staff  time.  That  will  guarantee  a
professional in charge at all opening hours. But once we are running as a community library, due to
local  authority  cuts,  we will  lose the  assistant  help.  The solution  is,  at  busy times,  to  have  a
volunteer  to help alongside the staff.  You won’t be expected to do anything difficult,  and the
volunteers will be offered a half days training at the Central Library followed by a short session in
our library.

➢ If you love books and sharing information, volunteering at your local library is for you.
➢ It won’t take up much of your time. It will be fun and rewarding.
➢ Why not find out more and ask all your questions at the Open Evening on  Monday 8th

September from 7:30 pm. Meet James Hazelwood, the Community Libraries Coordinator
from the Library Service—no commitment at this stage.

Autumn Gala Event: Saturday 15th November

Please note  the new date  for  the  autumn event!  We’ll  tell  you
more in October. Our President Korky Paul will be in the chair.
Among  our  guests  will  be  Helen  Peacocke,  food  writer:  The
Oxford Times; Euton Daley, former director of Pegasus Theatre;
and Ray Foulk, green architect and founder of the Isle of Wight
Festival (Ray brought Bob Dylan to England).

Coffee Morning: Wednesday 3rd September
Coffee from 10:30am. Talk from 11–12 noon

Mary Cavanagh will be talking about her new
novel, Who Was Angela Zendalic? The book is set in Jericho in Oxford, in the
world of University academia, between 1953 and the present. After a brief love
affair with an African postgraduate, Peggy Edwards gives birth to Angela. Due
to the cruel discrimination of society and her own deep shame, she must give
Angela up for adoption.

Coffee  Morning:  Wednesday  1st October:  Linora Lawrence  on  her A-Z
count down to the opening of the new Bodleian.

Story & Rhyme Time for under 5’s: Monday 8th & Wednesday 17th September, 2:30–3 pm

We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers to sing along with the  Bookstart Bear.
Stay as little or as long as you like… Free refreshments kindly provided by Friends of Kennington
Library.

Mythical Maze Summer Read Challenge Party: Saturday 13th September, 1:30–3 pm

You have until Saturday 13th September to complete your 6 books for the reading challenge—so
keep reading! All those who have finished are invited to collect their medal and certificate at the
party. Please complete the form in the library. Fancy dress optional, but encouraged.

Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969 Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Health Centre
www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

You will have seen a number of new receptionists about the place: Karolina, Dani and Neil
join  us  to  replace  Sonia  and help  out  while  other  members  of  staff  recover  after  a  period  of
sickness. I hope you will all join with me to thank Sonia for all the hard work she has put into the
practice over the last 11 years. Please be patient while we train up our new members of staff.

We also say farewell to Dr Tom Fisher, who has been with us for a year. He has now qualified as a
GP. We will see him again in September and October when he comes back to cover for Dr Richard
Erin while he is away on a sabbatical. Dr Tom Heath has joined us as the new Registrar for the next
year.

Please sign up to get access to our new online services. You can make and cancel appointments, and
request prescriptions, online. Please bring along some ID and ask to be registered, and we will set
you up with initial access. You create your own password and security, and you are ready to go. You
need separate access for each family member. Parents can sign up on behalf of those under 18 but
those over 18 will need to sign up themselves and bring in proof of identity or provide a letter
giving permission for someone else to sign up on their behalf.

It will soon be flu season again. We will have our usual Saturday surgeries at the start of October.
Please call in or telephone to book your slot.

May we please request that calls for test results are made between 2–4 pm. After 4 pm we reduce
the number of receptionists, and their priority is to deal with urgent calls.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net

Oxford Brass Players with Guest Performers

Saturday 8th November, 7 pm sharp

Cowley Conservative Club (by kind permission)

During the past 20 years, Frank Wolff and his staunch and dedicated helpers have successfully
raised money for local charities totalling £40,000.

On the occasion of his 80th birthday, Frank has again chosen his two most favourite charities:

Sobell House Hospice and Helen & Douglas House Hospice

Call Frank now on 01865 326271 to book, at £5 each (food included in the price).
Be quick—only 150 tickets are available.

(Please also call if you think you can help.)

Bring a friend and be part of this wonderful occasion—Friendship through Music!
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Winter Warming Lunch

A note for your diary

Kennington Women’s Institute invites you to a

WINTER WARMING LUNCH

Monday 20th October, 12 noon–1:30 pm
Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington

Home-made soup, rolls, desserts — Tea or coffee

Cost: £4.50. Pay at the door

Sales table, cake stall, raffle

ALL VERY WELCOME

Kennington Women’s Institute

Following the business part of the meeting and a review of trips and bursaries
available to members, Gerry Bowen-Thomas was introduced and he gave two
fascinating talks—on Maundy Money and Silversmithing.

The distribution of Maundy Money dates back to the 13 th century when the royal family washed the
feet  of  the  poor  and distributed  gifts.  From the  1700’s  specially  minted  coins,  which  had the
monarch’s face on one side and the date on the other, were distributed to a chosen group of people.
The number of coins received is now defined by the age of the monarch, and Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II pays for the coins from her own purse. The number of recipients has gone from 13 men
in King John’s reign to 87 men and 87 women in 2013, selected from many hundreds of people
because of their contribution and service to their community or country.

The  Maundy  Thursday  service  has  been  made  an  annual  event  by  our  present  Queen.  From
historical  archives  it  appears  that  the  Maundy  service  was,  until  fairly  recently,  held  only  in
Westminster Abbey. Now it is held in different cities throughout the United Kingdom although, to
date, it has only been held once in Ireland and never in Scotland. In 2013 it was held in Christ
Church Cathedral, Oxford. Gerry was invited to attend. He brought with him to the meeting the
Order of Service and his letter of invitation. The talk was fascinating and at the conclusion we were
shown the coins he had received. They consisted of 1p, 2p, 3p and 4p or a groat and two other
coins, which would have originally been given to the poor to buy a gown and food.

Following this, Gerry gave a brief but interesting talk on silversmithing and his own involvement in
the art. He brought with him some pieces he had crafted. The evening finished with Gerry judging
the items from members in our “Something Silver” competition.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 10th September, 7:15 pm in the Village Centre. Duncan Brown
will talk about ‘The Youngest Mayor of Abingdon’. See you there.
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Parish Neighbourhood Police Update

July  has  been  a  great  month  for  events  within  the  community,
however we have also experienced several instances of crime within the area. There have been a
few thefts from vehicles both in the village and at nearby beauty spots such as Thrupp Lake. When
leaving your vehicles  unattended,  please ensure that  you take all  of  your  belongings  with you
including work tools and personal items, in order to deter any further offences from occurring.

There was also a  burglary at a property on Kennington Road on Saturday 9th August, where
offenders unknown entered the residence via  a window and taken valuables.  Enquires are  still
ongoing. If you have any information regarding this crime, please report it to us by calling 101.

I have also received several complaints regarding  vehicles being parked on pavements around
Kennington. If you are parking on a pathway, please ensure that there is ample room for a double
pushchair or a large wheelchair to get by. Any vehicle causing an obstruction which restricts the
safe movement of pedestrians will be given a warning in the first instance, and a £30 fixed penalty
notice thereafter. So please be considerate when parking.

If you have any concerns or questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

PCSO Claire Smallcombe C8491 claire.smallcombe@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington, Radley & South Hinksey) 07800 702654
Police non-emergency: Dial 101 or visit www.crimestoppers-uk.org Emergency: Dial 999

Climate—it’s the pace of change that should concern us
The last of an occasional series from the United Sustainable Energy Agency, www.usea.org.uk

It is not unusual for the earth’s average temperature to rise or fall over tens of thousands of years.
However, climate scientists consider it ‘very likely’ that global warming is now being accelerated
by the high volumes of man-made carbon dioxide (CO2) in our atmosphere. A survey of 928 peer-
reviewed scientific papers demonstrated that three-quarters of the authors accepted this view, and
none rejected it.

CO2 forms part of the natural greenhouse effect, which, like a
blanket, keeps the planet warm enough, but not too warm, for
life. However, ice core data shows that CO2 levels are now the
highest  they  have  been  in  650,000  years.  Chemical  analysis
reveals that the majority of the 30% increase in CO2 over the
last 100 years is the result of burning coal, gas and oil.

What’s  more,  the  ten  warmest  years  since  detailed  records
began in 1861 have all occurred since 1995. Computer models
offer no ready explanation for this accelerated pace of warming

without man-made CO2 being a factor. Scientists predict that rapid climate change will cause global
difficulties in adapting.

However, energy saving is something positive we can all do to prolong the availability of finite
natural resources which will help us to adapt. Reducing CO2 emissions can be as straightforward as
insulating our homes, switching off lights and taking our foot off the accelerator.

For impartial advice on reducing your CO 2 emissions, contact the Energy Saving Trust free on
0800 512 012.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.

51

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10th

of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £10 £60

¼ page 100×145 mm £15 £90

½ page 205×145 mm £25 Currently full

DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact  the  Distribution  Manager  for
queries or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is  News
not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  the  name  and  contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news

CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

mailto:editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
mailto:distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
mailto:adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.

Regular events
Badminton Village Centre Mondays, 8:30–10:30 pm
Kennington Walks Village Centre Car Park Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Kennington Strollers Playing Field Pavilion Tuesdays 2 pm (September & October). 01865 735419
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm

September
Mon 1 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Wed 3 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 6
Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Kennington Horticultural Society Annual Show Village Centre 2 pm

Tue 9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am

Wed 10
Short Informal Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Kennington WI: Youngest Mayor of Abingdon Village Centre 7:15 pm

Thu 11 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 12 United Choirs first rehearsal: Messiah Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Mon 15
Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Kennington History Society: Jambusters (WI at War) Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Tue 16
Ecumenical House Group 69 Upper Road 2:30 pm
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 17 Short informal service Edit Court Lounge 10:30 am
Sat 20 KOA Event: Bandwaves Concert Village Centre 7:30 pm
Thu 25 Kenn. History Soc. to Hereford (730321 or 730377) Manor Grove 9 am–7:30 pm
Sun 28 Harvest Thanksgiving Methodist Church 10:30 am
Mon 29 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm

October
Wed 1 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Sat 4 Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Tue 7 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Thu 9 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 11 Oxford Ceilidh: Tautras Roks Village Centre 7:30 for 8 pm
Mon 13 Festival Group: Lunch Day Village Centre 1–4 pm
Tue 14 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am

Mon 20
Kennington WI: Winter Warming Lunch Methodist Hall 12noon–1:30 pm
Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Mon 27 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 28 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your messageThe Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message

out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 5151) is happy to help.) is happy to help.
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