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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
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In a few days’ time the Bishop of Oxford will begin a Pilgrimage along the Thames Pilgrim Way.
He and a group of fellow pilgrims will walk the 104 miles from Radcot to Wraysbury. They will
pause each night in a friendly place and resume the 11-day journey the following morning. Each
day they will walk, talk, ponder and pray. We will be welcoming them as they walk along the
Thames, and some of us hope to join them for one or two days of the journey.
Pilgrimage is an interesting concept. It describes being on a journey in search of some sort of
meaning. Today many people go on pilgrimages to places that have a particular meaning or
significance. Sometimes it’s a journey to a shrine or a place that is important to a person's beliefs
and faith. Others travel on a journey looking for or space and time to think, or to work out one’s
own future, or beliefs.
I guess some of our community are familiar with the concept of pilgrimage. A group walked the St
Swithun’s Way a few years ago and others went to the Holy Land. The walking and travelling gives
time to think and discover new things about oneself and God, who created us, loves us, and walks
with us through all the delights and decisions of life.
I suppose that we are all pilgrims on the journey of life; like Christian and Hopeful in Bunyan’s
Pilgrim’s Progress, we come across many kinds of scenes and people as we journey, some of which
are very challenging. I like the way that Bunyan is honest about these things, and his chapter
headings in my modern English version (much easier to read than the original version!) cover
things like ‘The city of destruction’, ‘the valley of the shadow of death’, ‘Vanity Fair’ and ‘the
Delectable mountains’. Some of the places are images of the hard times we go through as part of
life, others are alluring but not necessarily good, and some are places we have to go through, where
we are stretched and challenged and have to work out who we are and what we think and do—and
why. Being human, we struggle with all this! Sometimes we do love to linger in places and
situations that aren’t particularly good for us—other times we just wish we weren’t there at all… In
the end, Bunyan’s pilgrims journeyed on through great difficulties but were delighted to arrive at
the wonderful Celestial City where their journey ended.
I have walked parts of all sorts of Pilgrim routes but will soon go on a ‘real’ pilgrim’s
journey! For years I have heard about Santiago de Compostella and the Camino: the
Pilgrim route that goes from the Pyrenees across the north of Spain to this town near the
north-west corner of the country. The relics of St James are there, and for centuries pilgrims have
walked the route. (The church in Radley is ‘St James the Great’ so I guess there is a connection!) A
friend and I are going to walk the last 80 miles or so in a few days. I’m looking forward to it, not
only because it is a holiday, but also because as we walk our set distance each day, we will have
time to muse, pray and talk or to be silent and ponder the things that we so often don’t have time to
stop and look at or reflect upon. I don’t have ambitions for this walk or even great expectations; I
just want to see what happens. This sense of walking where thousands of pilgrims have already
trod, each on their own search for a greater understanding of his ways and our lives, will be special.
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I believe that God is a God of surprises; a God who reveals himself when we are ready to seek him.
I hope that this Pilgrim journey will be special for me in ways that I can’t even anticipate now.
Our lives are Pilgrim journeys: today, tomorrow and onwards, facing what each day brings—and
trusting God to supply all we need…
— Pam McKellen
A Pilgrim Prayer from Churches Together in Scotland
Take us from where we are, to where you want us to be;
make us not merely guardians of a heritage,
but living signs of your coming Kingdom;
fire us with passion for justice and peace
between all people;
fill us with that faith, hope and love which
embody the Gospel;
and through the power of the Holy Spirit make us one.
That the world may believe,
that your name may be enthroned in our nation,
that your church may more effectively be your body,
we commit ourselves to love you, serve you,
and follow you as pilgrims not strangers.
Amen.
Services in October
Sun 5th 9:30 am Parish Communion
3:30 pm Play and Pray
Sun 12th 9:30 am Harvest Celebration;
Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 19th 9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in Church Hall
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 26th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Every Thursday there is a Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Play and Pray is a new opportunity for informal family fellowship. It is on the first Sunday of each
month, so come along on 5th October any time between 3:30 and 5:30 pm. Bring snack food if
you want. The idea is that children can play either in church or out in the grounds, weather
allowing. We can share prayer concerns, possibly sing, and end with the Messy Church grace.
On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church, enjoyable for everybody.
This month Messy Church will be on the 19 th, enjoyable for everybody. It is church
with craft activities that help people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and
children of all ages enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to
reflect a God of creativity. As well as doing things together we eat breakfast, and have a chat and a
short time of worship. It starts at 9:30 am and usually finishes by 11. If you want to know more,
come along and sample it! You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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St Swithun’s CE Primary School
It’s a long time since I was at primary school, but I don’t recall that we had much, if any,
preparation for the move to a new class. Whilst some of us like change, others prefer to
maintain the status quo.
As change is inevitable in so many ways, we provide many opportunities for children to develop
resilience and to enable them to take change in their stride.
I expect that some Chronicle readers will remember when there were two schools Kennington,
separated by their respective fields. For many years now, those two schools have been united as
one, but of course the two buildings are still separated by what is now one lovely big field. For the
younger children in the buildings off Grundy Crescent, the classrooms at the bottom of the field can
be something of a mystery.
To help familiarise the children with all the school buildings, each infants’ class is paired with a
‘buddy class’ from the juniors. Several times a year buddy classes will work together on a project,
which involves the younger children visiting the juniors’ class. The older children might write
stories suitable for younger children, and read their work to their young friends. On another
occasion, the younger children might share a piece of work that they have done with the older
children, explaining what they have been doing and what they have learnt.
Towards the end of the summer term, we have one or sometimes two ‘Icebreaker Days’, when all
the children move up to their new classes and spend time getting to know their new classmates and
their teacher. Helen, Jaime and Lucy, our journalists this month, have certainly taken the move to a
new class and a new year group in their stride. They have introduced you to some of the changes
(page 16) that have taken place for the start of the new school year and they look forward to some
of the things in store for our Year 6s in all of our upper junior classes. It sounds to me as though
they quite like change too!
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, headteacher.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

Winter Warming Lunch
A note for your diary
Kennington Women’s Institute invites you to a
WINTER WARMING LUNCH
Monday 20th October, 12 noon–1:30 pm
Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington
Home-made soup, rolls, desserts — Tea or coffee
Cost: £4.50. Pay at the door
Sales table, cake stall, raffle
ALL VERY WELCOME
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
All events held in Kennington Village Centre
We plan to fund our community library by hosting two gala events each year. Come and join in the
feasts and fun!
Autumn Gala Night, Saturday 15th November from 6:30 pm
Our President Korky Paul will be our host. Among our well-known guests will be
Helen Peacocke, food writer of The Oxford Times, Euton Daley, former director of
Pegasus Theatre, Ray Foulk, green architect and founder of the Isle of Wight Festival
(Ray brought Bob Dylan to England), and Nancy Hunt of the Nasio Trust and Exit 7.
Sylvia has had the privilege of sending them all to the island of OXTOPIA. But what kind of
society would they like to create there? What aspects of Kennington and Oxford would you want in
your Oxtopia and what would you leave behind? Entertainment and three-course meal, all for £14
(bring a bottle). Buy your ticket now by contacting Helen Forey at the box office on telephone,
01865 739004, mobile 07810 720225 or email helen.forey@btinternet.com.
Coffee Morning, Wednesday 1st October. Coffee from 10:30 am,
talk 11–12
Linora Lawrence, Chair of Oxford Writers Group. A–Z of the
Bodleian Library. This series of articles is being published in the
Oxfordshire Limited Edition magazine bi-monthly. The last part will
appear in March 2015. Linora, who worked at the Bodleian for ten
years, talks about Archives and Incunabula, Gladstone and John
Radcliffe, Legal deposit, the new Weston Library and much more!
Coming Soon: Monday 3rd November: Let’s Connect at 7:30 pm
Heather Rosser is an author and a memoirist. Her novel In the Line of Duty is the story of her
grandfather, who was a seaplane pilot in the First World War. By weaving fact into fiction, Heather
has written a gripping and well-researched novel touching on different perceptions of courage and
cowardice and the changing attitudes to women 100 years ago.
Rhyme Time for under 5’s: Monday 13th October, 2:30–3 pm
Isobel welcomes all young families with babies and toddlers to sing along with the Bookstart Bear.
Free refreshments provided by the Friends of Kennington Library.
Storytime for under 5’s: Wednesday 15th October, 10–11 am
Pauline welcomes all young families with babies and toddlers, for story time. Stay as little or as
long as you like!
Story and crafts for 4–10 years: Friday 31st October, 3–5 pm
What is your favourite Fairytale? All young readers are encouraged to
come dressed in fancy dress depicting a Fairytale, and each will get a
treat. There will be a mixture of tales and crafts for all to enjoy. All young
people must be accompanied by an adult carer. The event is FREE, but
places are limited so please book your place with the librarian.
Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
8

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

9

10

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship
The next meeting will be at 2:30 pm on Tuesday 21st October at 82 Upper Road.
All are welcome to this friendly meeting.

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website www.kennington.org.
The Parish Council has applied to the Vale of White Horse District Council for a grant to enable the
purchase an additional two defibrillators. The Laundrette in Playfield Road and Kirlena House
have both very kindly agreed that a unit can be installed outside their premises on an external wall.
The Parish council was hoping to install a fourth defibrillator in the vicinity of Poplar Grove and
Manor Grove but is having difficulty finding a suitable location as the cabinet needs to be
connected to an electricity supply.
At the time of preparing this article the awareness session arranged for the end of September
showing how this defibrillator works should have taken place, with the Parish Council hoping that
it was well attended by residents. The Council thanks the South Central Ambulance Service for
its time in giving this advice free of charge.
Those of you who visit the Playfield Road playing field might
have noticed the damage to the dry stone wall there. As you
can see, someone has made a mess—the Council is at present
getting quotes from dry stone wall companies, with a view to
repairing this as soon as possible.
The Council has applied to the Vale of White Horse District
Council for permission to increase the height of the wire net
fencing at the other end of the playing field, to attempt to
keep footballs out of neighbouring gardens. This has become
an issue with children and adults scrambling through the
fence and private hedges to retrieve footballs. The police have
been informed, as damage has been done to private
property. The Parish Council asks all playing field users not to retrieve any balls from private
gardens, but to ask the owners of the properties to retrieve them for you.
Dates of Council Meetings: October
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
10–11 am
7:30 pm
Meeting—8 pm
Saturday 4th
Thursday 9th
Tuesday 7th & 28th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Annual Show 2014
A big thank you to all those who supported the annual show held on 6 th September, with special
thanks to our helpers. Our door receipts were up on last year and so to was the number of exhibitors
(29) and exhibits (223). It was good to see some members exhibiting for the first time and winning
classes. The full list of trophy winners is as follows:
1. Kennington Cup for most points in vegetable classes: Steve Carr
2. Millenary Cup for the most points in flower classes: Margaret Young
3. Rose Bowl for best exhibit of roses: Margaret Young
4. Floral Art Cup for most points in floral art classes: Margaret Gardner
5. Millennium Cup for best exhibit in floral art classes: Fran Copeland
6. Challenge Cup for most points in preserves & cookery: Margaret Buck
7. Gladys Prior Junior Floral Art Cup: no entries
8. Miniature Cup: child up to age 7 group: Phoebe Ford-Ball
9. Junior Cup: child 8 to 11 yr. No entries
10. Senior Cup: child 12-16yrs group. No entries
11. Banjo Cup: best vegetable exhibit: Steve Carr, Parsnips
12. Horton Cup: best vase of chrysanthemums: Brian Peedell
13. Dahlia Challenge Cup for most points in dahlia class: Tony Gunn
14. Peter Baker Cup for best photograph in show: John Sansome
Wednesday 22nd October, 7:30 pm, Village Centre
Chris Ward kicks off our autumn and winter season of talks with an illustrated talk on Wildlife
Gardening. Admission £2 for members and £3 non-members. Complimentary refreshments.
Wednesday 19th November, 7:30 pm, Village Centre: Annual General Meeting and talk by
Timothy Walker, “Two for One—dual use of plants.” Admission £2 for members and £3 nonmembers. Complimentary refreshments.
Bampton Garden Plants, Buckland Road, Bampton OX18 2AA
We have secured a 10% discount on plants & shrubs purchased at Bampton Garden Plants, on
presentation of a membership card. Don’t forget the 10% discount at Yarnton Nurseries too!
Holiday to southern Ireland June 2015. Places for this tour went on sale on 14th September. All
places have been taken.

Speed on Kennington roads
A request was made to measure car speeds along Upper Road (you will remember a similar
measure having been taken on Kennington Road not long ago). This took place for seven days
beginning Monday 7th July.
The results showed that traffic was roughly equal in each direction, with a total count of 8,911 cars.
A total of 13% (1,170 cars) exceeded 30 mph, with some drivers exceeding 50 mph!
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1st Kennington Guides
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
Our term kicked off welcoming our new members with some parachute and
co-operative games run by two of our Guides who are working towards their Baden-Powell Award.
We’ve also enjoyed experimenting with Trangia expedition stoves, making hot chocolate and camp
doughnuts.
Last term during our geocaching adventure, we met a dog called Becca (a trackable). She was welltravelled before our encounter, having journeyed from Northampton to Montenegro prior to
arriving in Oxford. We’ve been monitoring her progress as she continues her explorations visiting
South Wales and Southampton.
Our programme for the coming term includes the Bonfire Challenge, our Science and Agility
badges, an evening discovering Diwali traditions, the frequently-misnamed Christmas sleepover,
and celebrating our unit’s 100th birthday with a party and plenty of cake!
The Guides are also eagerly awaiting our trip to the BIG GIG, a massive pop concert exclusively
for members of Girlguiding with performances from popular current artists.
Looking further ahead, we’re already planning our adventures for next summer and are currently
reserving our places at Quest camp. This is a six-day multi-activity event for 500 Guides from
across Oxfordshire plus international guiding guests.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. You do not need to have been a Brownie to join. For more
information or to arrange to visit, contact Jo on 07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.
More information, including opportunities for girls outside of our age range, can be found on our
website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Oxford Homeless Pathways
Kennington Churches Together collection for Oxford Homeless Pathways
The collection for Oxford Homeless Pathways will be made on Sundays 19th & 26th October.
Items needed include blankets, towels and toiletries.
Blankets are passed to another homeless charity.
Household items needed for their re-homing project include crockery, pots, pans, cutlery, and
household linen.
Food items are also needed: cereals, long-life milk, tins of beans, spaghetti, soup, and minced
beef, yeast extract (e.g. Marmite), breakfast cereals, and tuna.
Other items urgently needed are underwear, socks and cheap toothbrushes.
If you are unable to leave your donations at one of the Churches in Kennington, please contact one
of Ann Coulter (01865 739271), David Butler (01865 739487) or John Marson (01865 735145).
Many thanks for your help, which Oxford Homeless Pathways greatly appreciates.
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All Change—a new school year!
Report from Year 6
It was the night before school starts—bags are packed, uniforms are pressed and ready,
tummies are nervously churning, and we think that was the just the teachers!
It seemed like only yesterday that we had said our sad goodbyes to all our Year 6 friends leaving St
Swithun’s and to the teachers moving on to their new schools. Now suddenly, here we are, the ones
in the Year 6 black sweatshirts, the ones who have to set a good example to the rest of the school.
The ones sitting on benches in assemblies. The ones who will be doing their SATs. What a
responsibility!
Our new school year began on 2nd September. We arrived at school on that morning to find that so
many things had changed. We welcomed new staff: Miss Timms, Mr Sage, Miss McAllister, Mrs
Price, Mrs Bloice-Smith and Mrs Hanley. We are happy to announce that Miss Blackwell has
recently married and has changed her name to Mrs Higgins. Oak class is now closed off, soon to be
changed into a brand new classroom. This year, all Key Stage 1 children can have free school
meals, which we know has taken a lot to organise! We even have new subjects to learn; French is
great… très bien! And soon we believe we will be learning about programming in computing. Even
our houses have changed. We are now in four houses named after birds of prey; we voted on this
idea as a school. They are now called Osprey, Peregrine, Red Kite and Merlin.
As Year 6’s we have so many new exciting opportunities this year. We can be house captains,
school councillors, librarians, or computer monitors. We will be learning about CPR, e-safety,
cooking and so many more important things.
The school year, we are sure, is bound to be an exciting one, full of new things to do and learn.
Some of us will be travelling all over Britain, including getting the privilege of being able to go to
London to see ‘War Horse’ at a theatre. Many of the Year 6s will even get to go to Wales for a week
—so much to look forward to!
The teachers have been working hard to organise everything, and we are always surprised they can
fit everything into one whole school year!
So many blank pages to fill, so much exciting learning to come. We can’t wait!
— Helen Schneider, Jaime Courtney and Lucy Cuttle

Kennington Festival Group
We still meet every other Monday in the Village Centre from 2 to 4 pm.
The meetings are a social gathering for those who would like to have a chat over a
cup of tea and cake. We have recently been entertained by a lady who plays the
piano, a bit like tea at the Ritz but not so posh.
We have a couple of activities which the members enjoy, and our age range is 60–99.
Please come and join us! You are welcome to come along at any time to meet us all. Next
meetings are 13th & 27th October and 10th November.
To find out more please contact Margaret on 01865 730353 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.
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Kennington Youth Club
Kennington Youth Club got off to a sticky start to the new term—to begin on a
Monday when St Giles Fair is in town is not the best way to get the members
in on the first night! With the fair gone and the members returned, it became
even sticker the next session. Making cornflake cup cakes is a recipe for stickiness, but is great fun
and does wonders to the noise levels. Our disco the following week not was conventional either.
Dancing with chairs, bikes and footballs is not your usual disco fare. We are not conventional
though and encourage the young people to express themselves so long as it is not to the detriment
of others. It generates much laughter—and not just for the leaders. The year is now running well
and with a Photo evening, acting out scenarios in a still frame, movie evening and pool
championships being some of the things planned for October there is plenty to tempt on offer.
Are you looking to volunteer as part of your DoE award? Kennington Youth Club is a lively,
energetic club operating from the centre of Kennington every Monday and Thursday. Our members
are aged from 8 up to 16, and Tabby, our leader, has an exciting programme of events for them
which need your support. It’s a great opportunity to make a difference to the lives of our local
young people and gain valuable experience.
As well as volunteering opportunities, we are also looking to recruit a paid part-time assistant
leader so please get in touch if this is of interest to you.
We are affiliated to Oxfordshire Youth, the association that links and supports youth clubs
throughout the county. They have recently encouraged us to achieve enhanced professionalism,
resulting in better service to our young people plus a greater variety of programmes in the near
future.
To our surprise and delight a substantial cheque came our way last month from a group of ladies
who meet regularly for lunch and to benefit local charity. Surprises such as this one so encourage
us. Its so good that people not especially linked with youth appreciate that service to Kennington
Youth is worthy of support. Thank you ladies.
Should you wish to speak with someone on any aspect of Kennington Youth Club, Roy King can be
contacted on 01865 735864. If you wish to join our 200 Club, Kim at kimsmith@ntlworld.com
will be pleased to give details.
— Tabby Welham, Kennington Youth Club

Waxwing
The waxwing is a plump bird, slightly smaller than a starling. It has a
prominent crest. It is reddish-brown with a black throat, a small black
mask round its eye, yellow and white in the wings and with a yellowtipped tail. It does not breed in the UK, but is a winter visitor, in some
years in larger numbers called irruptions, when the population on its
breeding grounds gets too big for the food available.
Waxwings are characterised by soft silky plumage. The male and female
have the same mainly-brown plumage. Calls are high-pitched, buzzing or
trilling monosyllables. About 10,000 birds winter in the UK, coming
mainly from Scandinavia where they breed, typically late in the season, to
take advantage of the fruits, which are their staple diet.
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Kennington History Society
In September a packed hall of Society Members was treated to an excellent illustrated talk by the
well-known local historian and author, Julie Summers, amusingly entitled ‘Jambusters’. Julie’s
talk told the little-known story of the activities of the WI during the Second World War. She
described how members helped with food production during the hostilities and not only by
providing copious amounts of jam! She added that the WI also helped greatly with the settlement of
Evacuees in the early days of the war and knitted numerous items of clothing, which brought
comfort to the troops, whilst, due to organisation’s regulations, raising the money for the materials
involved themselves. It was a truly heart warming story.
‘this month’
The History Society’s next event will take place on Monday 20th October at 7:45 pm in the
Methodist Church, when local historian and popular speaker, Liz Woolley will give us her latest
offering: an illustrated talk entitled, ‘The Coming of the Railway to Oxford’. Report next month.
‘next month’
An early date for your your diary: Monday 17th November at
7:45 pm in the Methodist Church will see the return of
another popular speaker, local historian and author Mark
Davies, who will tell us all about ‘Oxford’s Historic
Waterways’ . It should be a treat.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with
visitors welcome @ £2.50.
As we go to press it is almost time for this year’s summer
coach trip to Hereford, due to take place at the end of
September. Members are looking forward to seeing the many
attractions that the historic City of Hereford has to offer. Full report next month.
— George Ross

Kennington Good Neighbours Village List
The Kennington Good Neighbours Village List for 2015–2017 is being prepared this autumn for
delivery next January.
If a group or society is not already on the list and the organisers would like it to be, please send
contact details to Barbara Boyne, 735634 or b.boyne@virgin.net, before Sunday 30th November.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and
in the Kennington Library.
Large colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Kennington Women’s Institute
It felt good to welcome members back after the August break. There was much
gossip and laughter. A new member was warmly welcomed and we hope she
enjoyed her evening.
Members were reminded that our Winter Warming Lunch, which is our main fund-raising event,
will take place on MONDAY 20th OCTOBER in the Methodist Church from 12 noon to 1:30 pm.
This month’s News and Views had lots of interesting events and information for us to consider. We
had also received invitations to an open meeting at Sunningwell and Bayworth, and the Trefoil
Guild sent an invite to their November meeting. In addition we received a flyer from Steventon WI
advertising their third Annual Craft Fair in October.
We were pleased to welcome PCSO Claire Smallcombe to the meeting. Claire introduced herself to
the members and gave a brief outline of her duties in the village. She stayed to listen to the speaker
and afterwards to chat with us over a cup of tea.
Our speaker, Duncan Brown, gave an animated talk about his time as the ‘Youngest Mayor of
Abingdon’. He told us lots of anecdotes and explanatory information about the various duties he
had to undertake.
It was a very friendly and agreeable meeting, so why not join us next month. We meet in the Village
Centre at 7:15 pm on the second Wednesday of each month. Do come along. We will be pleased to
see you.

Luke’s Fund Bingo!
Due to popular demand we are having a Bingo on Friday 31st October. Doors open at 7 pm. Eyes
down 7:30 pm. There will also be a raffle and if you would like to donate a raffle prize that would
be appreciated.
Lucky number entrance ticket £2 includes Nibbles. Drinks will be on sale.
Luke took part in the British Transplant Games and has requested that some of the money raised be
given to Birmingham Transplant Games Charity.
For further information please contact Margaret on 01865 730353 mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Oxford Brass Players with Guest Performers
Saturday 8th November, 7 pm sharp. Cowley Conservative Club (by kind permission)
During the past 20 years, Frank Wolff and his staunch and dedicated helpers have successfully
raised money for local charities totalling £40,000. The event supports Sobell House Hospice and
Helen & Douglas House Hospice.
Call Frank now on 01865 326271 to book, at £5 each — food included!
Book now before all tickets are gone!
Bring a friend and be part of this wonderful occasion—Friendship through Music!
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Citizens Advice Bureau: Scam warning
The second semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) — www.caox.org.uk
Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) is warning that innocent second-hand car buyers could
have their vehicle taken away from them because of an outstanding loan on the car dating back to
the previous owner.
Logbook loans, officially called bills of sale, are often taken out against the purchase of a car. The
bill of sale gives the lender ownership of the car and the lender gives the car buyer the right to drive
the car as long as loan repayments are up to date. If a borrower fails to replay the loan, the car can
be seized by the lender. But most people do not realise that if the car is sold on while the loan is
still outstanding, and payments are not being made, the logbook lender is legally entitled to take the
car away from the new owner.
In one case made known to CAB, a man said he had spent £1,100 on a second-hand car. A few
weeks later he received a letter from a logbook loans company saying he owed them £637. The
man contacted the loan company to explain that the car had been sold to him, providing the loan
firm with the seller’s address, but somebody still turned up to take the car away. Worried that he
would be left without any way to get to work, the man had to borrow money in order to pay off the
previous owner’s loan.
Drivers can carry out checks before buying a car, to see if a loan is attached to it. However, there is
a charge for these searches, and not all loans will show up.
Evidence collected by CAB suggests that people are signing up for logbook loans, tempted by the
promise of fast cash and no credit checks, without realising the full implications. Interest rates
charged are much higher than those for a conventional loan, and borrowers can end up much deeper
in debt as they struggle to repay amounts which exceed the original cost of the car by almost three
times.
If you are facing a situation like this after buying a second-hand car, call Adviceline on
08444 111 444 or drop in to your nearest CAB, which is located at Abbey House, Abbey Close,
Abingdon OX14 3JE. For opening hours, see www.caox.org.uk.

British Legion Poppy Appeal
This is the season when the nation turns its thoughts to Remembrance.
Here in Kennington, as in other towns and villages all over the country, we shall be doing our bit to
raise money in order to help thousands of past and present service personnel and their dependants
who have been affected by conflicts and are needing help.
For the two weeks before Remembrance Day, the poppy sellers of Kennington will be out in force
going from door to door. Do receive them kindly and support the cause if you possibly can.
As well as the house-to-house collection, poppies will be available in many of the businesses in the
village including the pub and Health Centre.
If you can spare a little time and would like to become a Poppy Person, it would be much
appreciated. Each year some poppy sellers have to retire as age or illness overtakes them.
If you are able to help please contact Barbara Boyne, 01865 735634, or Kerry and Suzanne Bunt,
01865 327172.
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Kennington Link WI
Changi Quilts by Barbara Hately was the topic of our talk this month. The story
unfolded as the speaker explained how, in Singapore during WW2, over 1,000
women with 33 children were captured and interned in Changi Prison. Many of the
women’s husbands were confined in a camp for Prisoners of War, which was also attached to the
prison, and ingeniously a plan was hatched to send messages hidden in embroidered quilts to the
men. Using 6-inch squares of material from rice sacks the women were able to embroider their
names and motifs relevant only to themselves and hope their husbands could work out the secret
messages. One design that particularly stood out was of teddy bears playing on a tricycle; it was
thought this message indicated to this lady’s husband that their two children were with her and were
well. The careful stitching which went into these squares was most impressive and when the pieces
were sewn together they made three beautiful quilts. We were captivated with both the story and the
quilts. A heartfelt vote of thanks was given to the speaker.
The President had opened the meeting by welcoming members and one visitor. Business Matters
and Reminders: Several members accepted Sunningwell & Bayworth’s invitation to their next WI
meeting. An invitation had also been received from Trefoil Guild to their meeting on 18 th
November. We were told that Subscriptions next year will be £36. The President asked everyone
who has made jumpers for the ‘Fish and Chip Babies’ to bring them along to the October meeting.
Finally our President, Ann Coulter, dressed in her special Garden Party Outfit (with hat), gave an
interesting and amusing account of her recent day at Buckingham Palace. The weather was fine as
the hosts, Prince Charles and Princess Alexandra, mingled with their guests. Ann was greatly
impressed when Prince Charles unexpectedly stopped to speak to some of the Red Cross ladies, so
it was a happy day to remember.
The next meeting will be on 1st October when the speaker, Mr David Holt, will tell us about
Bonnie Prince Charlie. Tickets for the October Group Meeting will be on sale at this meeting.
The Group Meeting will take place on 14th October at 2:30 pm in The Village Centre.

Charity mini-cruise
3 Nights on the Beautiful Queen Elizabeth, Southampton to Guernsey and back
Sail from and to Southampton
Saturday 13th to Tuesday 16th June 2015
All money raised goes towards purchasing a defibrillator for the Kennington community.
There is so much included in the cost:
First class dining, nightly theatre shows, gym, and more!
Prices per person sharing:
Inside cabin
Obstructed window cabin
Clear view window cabin
Obstructed balcony cabin
Clear view balcony cabin
15% deposit required with booking.

£349
£399
£439
£449
£509

All enquiries to Leo Boles, 01865 739739 or 07860 370090 or advancetools@btconnect.com.
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Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
It’s that time of the year for flu clinics. We have set up clinics on the 4 th and 11th October;
please get in touch with reception and book your jab. We especially remind pregnant
women of the advantages of having this jab and encourage them to call and book an appointment.
Children’s nasal flu vaccine will be available for all children born between 1/9/2010 and 31/8/2012.
Shingles vaccines are also available for those who are 10, 78 or 79 on 1 st September 2014. They
can be given at the same time as your flu jab.
Jackie Bowley has joined us as the new Practice Manager. Dave has left to work as a selfemployed trainer and assessor. Please welcome Jackie to the team. Jackie works on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays, and will be happy to talk with any of you about any aspect of the
practice. She can be contacted on jackie.bowley@nhs.net or by calling the main number. Please
remember that the e-mail won’t be checked every day and should not be used for clinical matters.
We still have 30–40 patients fail to turn up for their appointments each week. This is equivalent to
over 50 doctor-days per year. If you don’t need your appointment, please get in touch and cancel it.
We are sorry that from time to time we do get a prescription request wrong. Putting this into
perspective we process approx 25,000 requests per year along with all the ones that the GP’s issue
when you have your appointments. In other words there are in excess of 100,000 items that we deal
with each year. With this volume and all the other tasks we have to complete we will occasionally
make some errors. The process of issuing a repeat prescription involves many steps and it is not
straightforward to find out what went wrong on each occasion. Therefore it is our policy to say
sorry and get the correct prescription sorted out for you as soon as we can. Please work with us
when we get it wrong and don’t get angry or upset with the staff who are always trying to help you.
We will work with you to get the mistake corrected quickly.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net

Abingdon Hydro
Community-owned; green energy; publicly accessible; support for the environment
The £1 million Abingdon Hydro scheme will build a hydro power station on the Thames. Some of
the water currently flowing over Abingdon weir will instead go through two reverse Archimedes
screws, 3.3m in diameter. Up to 5 tons of water per second can pass through each screw, generating
up to 100kW of electrical power. Environment Agency records for the Thames go back up to 70
years, giving confidence in the expected long term output.
Profits will support environmental community projects in the town. As far as we know this is
Abingdon’s first green, ethical, community investment, and the opportunity to buy shares will be
launched on Saturday 1st November. A long term investment, this has a target return of about 4%.
The minimum investment is £500 and qualifies for a tax rebate under the Enterprise Investment
Scheme. We also hope to have a scheme to enable parents or grandparents to buy shares on behalf
of children under 16.
More information at www.abingdonhydro.org.uk, email info@abingdonhydro.org.uk, or write to
Abingdon Hydro, PO Box 627, Abingdon Delivery Office, Ock Street, Abingdon, OX14 5AD.
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Kennington Overseas Aid
We are nearly at the end of this year’s fund raising for the Nasio Trust and are well on
target to helping them to set up a production unit to grow Spirulina. This will be an
important food supplement for the vulnerable orphans in their care.
We are looking forward to the AGM when will hear the final amount and hand over the cheque.
The meeting is open to anyone who would like to come, and is in St Swithun’s Church Hall on
Wednesday 26th November at 8 pm. There will be a drink and nibbles and a chance to hear how
the year’s activities have gone. We will also be giving £1,000 each to Lunch4Learning and the
Children’s Radio Foundation, both of which we have agreed to support in this way for three
years, following our very successful partnership with them in previous years.
The committee has been considering forming permanent links with up to three charities rather than
adopting a new cause each year. However, nothing has been decided and we are open to your ideas.
Please come along to the AGM and let us hear your thoughts. This has been KOA’s 46 th year of
raising funds and some of our most loyal supporters are nearing retirement. We would love the next
generation to get involved and help us to decide how KOA should go forward. There is nothing
fixed about the way we operate and new initiatives would
be more than welcome.
In addition to raising money for the Spirulina project in
Kenya some of us have been knitting red school jerseys
for some of the orphans being cared for at Nasio’s day
centres in Kenya. If you would like to knit one we can
supply full instructions.
As always we say a big thank you to everyone who has
supported us this year.
Chair: Halcyon Leonard (452783)

www.koa.org.uk

Vice-Chair: Marilyn Farr (326519)

Thames (Kennington) Trefoil Guild
We invite friends and readers of the Kennington Chronicle to join our meeting:
Tuesday 18th November, 7:30 pm
Methodist Church Hall
The Speaker will be Gillian Cane, one of the first groups of women to train at
Sandhurst, and the only woman at that time to join the Green Jackets. There
were virtually no facilities for women; it was a man’s world.
Her talk, entitled “My Royal Weekend”, should make for a hilarious evening. We welcome all to
join us on this occasion. Refreshments will be served.
— Jan Paterson, Secretary to Thames (Kennington) Trefoil Guild
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Kennington Life Writers reporting back!
Kennington Life Writers started writing together in May 2008. Over the last six years we have met
monthly, shared our writing and had many lively discussions. We all had different reasons to write.
Some wanted to leave behind a record of
family stories for children and grand
children, while others wanted to keep their
memories “safe” and reflect on past events.
We have recently printed our first anthology
of stories with the help of the son of a
member of the group who fortunately
works for a print company. Our stories are
contained within a cover of family
photographs. The booklet is intended to be
given as gifts to family and friends and it is our first experiment at collecting our stories together. It
has been an interesting process to proofread our own work with help from each other (and some
friends who are also writers) until we were happy with the outcome.
Memories are precious and you just never know when you might start to lose them! Putting stories
down on paper preserves them for future generations to read.
At present we have five people in the group, a number which works well, meeting for two hours a
month. Writing groups are as enjoyable as reading groups—in fact we might argue they are more
enjoyable as you are creating new writing and discussing your own work!
— Rosemary Aldgate, Facilitator for Kennington Life Writers
rosemary@gardneraldgate.demon.co.uk

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, www.stuartmabbuttgardeningltd.com
Vertical habitats
Vertical habitats are a neglected consideration of wildlife gardening. It can be a brick wall, a fence;
or the side of a timber shed.
These habitats can be very varied providing shady, damp sites or dry and sunny; micro-habitats will
be common. They provide food and shelter for many species with very different needs.
Cracks in sunny walls provide shelter for invertebrates; brick surfaces provide basking places for
butterflies; old masonry provides opportunities for harvestmen and solitary bees. Climbing shrubs
provide nest sites for robins and habitats for spiders; flowering shrubs supply nectar for hoverflies,
moths and butterflies.
If you have a cold north and north-east facing brick or masonry wall, you can cultivate shrubs and
climbers, which provide nectar, food and shelter for insects, birds and small mammals year round.
Once mature, nest boxes can be sited within shrubs.
So there you go—have a look around your garden; habitats are not just down there below knee
level!
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10 th
of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News
not Views. Submissions to include the name and contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.
Badminton
Kennington Walks
Kennington Strollers
Apple Café
Wed
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon
Tue
Mon
Wed
Mon
Tue

Village Centre
Village Centre Car Park
Playing Field Pavilion
St Swithun’s Church Hall

Regular events
Mondays, 8:30–10:30 pm
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Tuesdays 2 pm (September & October). 01865 735419
Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm

October
1 Kennington WI
Parish Council Office
4
Kennington Cancer Fund: Shoe Sale
7 Parish Council Planning
8 Kennington WI: Stage Magic
9 Parish Council Meeting
11 Oxfolk Ceilidh: Tautras Roks
Festival Group: Lunch Day
13
Kennington History Society
14 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: Winter Warming Lunch
20
Kennington History Society
22 Kennington Horticultural Society: Wildlife Gardening
27 Festival Group
28 Parish Council Planning

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre

2:15 pm
10–11 am
10 am–12 noon
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 for 8 pm
1–4 pm
7:45 pm
10 am
12noon–1:30 pm
7:45 pm
7:30 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
War Memorial
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Village Centre

10–11 am
2:15 pm
7:30 for 8 pm
10:30–11 am
2–4 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
7:45 pm
8 pm
7:30 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm
10 am–12 pm

November
Sat
Wed
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon
Tue
Wed
Mon
Wed
Sat

1
5
8
9
10
11
12
13
15
17
18
19
24
26
29

Parish Council Office
Kennington Link WI
Oxfolk Ceilidh: Bedlam
Remembrance Day
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: Cheeses
Parish Council Meeting
St Swithun’s Church Christmas Market
Kennington History Society
Parish Council Planning
Kenn. Horticultural Soc’y: Tim Walker 2-for-1 plants
Festival Group
Kennington Overseas Aid: AGM
Kennington Cancer Fund Christmas Bazaar

Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message
out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 43)
43) is happy to help.
Index of Contents: page 3.
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Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 43.
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