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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739356

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall 9:25 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group) 9:30 am
3rd Sunday Messy Church in Church 9:25 am

Morning Prayer in Church Hall 9:30 am
Sundays Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursdays Communion 10:30 am
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

Kennington Health Centre.........................................................................................01865 730911
NHS Direct............................................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk..................................................111
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency)............................................................................................101
Area PCSO Claire Smallcombe C8491 (not 24 hours)..............................................07800 702654
Parish Clerk: Anne Feather....................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk......................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings...................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser......................................................................................01865 735634
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults).........................................................................0800 317802
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.........bobtjohnston@gmail.com...........................01865 730209
What can I recycle?.............................http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

Last month I mentioned the fact that I was going to do part of the
Camino walk across the top of Spain to Santiago de  Compostella.
Well  now I  am back,  having done the  last  80  miles  or  so  in  the
company  of  a  friend.  It  was  a  good  thing  to  do!  I  haven’t  spent
enough time reflecting on it and my musings but it has been good to
think, pray and meet many others treading the same paths.

Some had walked for over 30 days: the whole distance from St Jean
in the French Pyrenees. Others, like us, had only done a part of it, but
that didn’t matter, as we passed by each other and wished our fellow
travellers  (peregrinos)  ‘Buen Camino’  or  just  said  ‘ola’  as  we
followed the yellow arrows wearing our distinctive scallop shells.

The wayside cafés and inns provided opportunities to stop and have
drinks or food, and it was often there where we chatted with others on

the journey. People of all nationalities swapped stories of who we were, where we came from, what
had happened and how aching our legs were.  Some people were hurting badly or had terrible
blisters. Others were quiet, travelling on their own, working through life issues or just re-finding
themselves. A Japanese girl walked with a big pack and a blue polythene bag, not stopping to talk
but just plodding on. One Irish girl, weary and hurting, told us that she hadn’t intended to come this
year  but  her father  had died suddenly and she had decided she must  come.  Another  man was
walking on crutches. Some had planned carefully and knew exactly where they were going and
where they would sleep; others just kept going, one step in front of the other, stopping at wayside
alberges and then continuing on their way. Some came every year and knew the route well. The fit,
fun-loving teenagers romped along in groups and had a great time passing the rest of us at a lick.

But the thing was that we were all walking the same road, sometimes together, sometimes on our
own. Each of us experienced the sunshine and the wafting winds. We all climbed steep hills and
along  country  paths,  and all  walked  through  hours  of  mist.  There  was  a  sort  of  very  special
camaraderie as we travelled.

During the last few days back at home I have been aware that we here are travelling the road of life
together and that often there is the same love and camaraderie around in our communities. But this
is not what the papers and news are telling us. We hear and experience people who are struggling,
especially  with  loneliness  and grief.  The  papers  tell  us  that  over  half  of  all  men over  50  are
struggling from severe loneliness—over 900,000 men pensioners live alone and feel isolated. And
how many women?
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So as we walk our own paths of life are we looking out for those around us who are lonely? What
are we doing about it? I feel strongly challenged by these facts.

Have we thought about our neighbours? Have we had a cup of tea with them or invited them in to
our home? Have we helped them find places where they can meet like-minded others? How many
people are finding it difficult to find social company or even admit they are lonely or ask for help?

Have we thought about what opportunities there are? There’s the Apple café, or the teas at the
Church (the  next  is  30th October  at  3:30).  Do we know about  the Bus Pass  club  or  the other
activities going on in Kennington that welcome people who just need to drop in? There are clubs
and societies for those who enjoy music, history, horticulture… Or do we need to create new places
and things that are just right for people who are finding it hard to join in or find a place that they
fit? Let’s think now while we have time.

I don’t have the answers. I don’t want to intrude on others’ privacy but I know that just like the ‘ola’
of the Camino or the ‘Buen Camino’ (‘Well may you fare’), our openness towards and welcome of
others makes a difference. And that difference can reach out and make a difference to those around
us. Let’s see what we can do…

— Pam McKellen

Services in November

Sun 2nd 9:30 am Parish Communion
3:30 pm Play and Pray

Sun 9th 10:45 am Act  of
Remembrance:  War
Memorial;  followed
by service in Church

6:30 pm Compline

Sun 16th 9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in Church Hall
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 23rd 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 30th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Every Thursday there is a Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church or on Remembrance Sunday).

Play and Pray is a new opportunity for informal family fellowship. It happens on the first Sunday
of each month, so come along on 2nd November any time between 3:30 and 5.30 pm. Bring a snack
if you want. The idea is that children can play either in church or out in the grounds, weather
depending. We can share prayer concerns, possibly sing, and end with the Messy Church grace.

On the 3rd Sunday of each month we have  Messy Church. This month it will be on
16th November; it is enjoyable for everybody. It is church with craft activities that help
people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages enjoy it. We
use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as
doing things together we eat breakfast, and have a chat and a short time of worship. It starts at
9:30 am and usually finishes by 11. If you want to know more, come along and sample it! You
would be very welcome.

Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington
Oxford Email:
OX3 8AX minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

SERVICES IN NOVEMBER

2nd 10:30 am Word Church Sunday. We welcome the Rev Jonathan Todd, from Woodstock
Methodist Church, to lead our worship.

9th 10:30 am Remembrance Sunday. We join with the whole village and members of  the
other  village  churches  for  the  Act  of  Remembrance  at  the  War Memorial
followed immediately by a United Service at St Swithun’s Parish Church led
by the Village Clergy.

16th 10:30 am Mike Trinder, from Kidlington, leads our Morning Worship.

23rd 10:30 am The Rev Bob Whorton, Chaplain of Sobell House in Oxford, leads our monthly
service of Holy Communion.

30th 10:30 am Advent Sunday. Café Church. Our own Minister, the  Rev Rosemary Davies,
and Andrew Dunsdon will lead our quarterly service of informal worship over a
cup of coffee. Do come and share with us.

6:30 pm ADVENT CAROLS. A United Service of Advent Carols for all, in the Methodist
Church led by the Rev Rosemary Davies.

MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS

The  Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship will meet on  Tuesday 18th at  2:30 pm at a venue to be
announced, when we shall be starting our study of the book of Acts. All are welcome. If you would
like more details about the group please contact Dilys Cale on 739774.

Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge, the third Wednesday of each month, will be held on
Wednesday 19th, 10:30–11 am, and is very informal in style. Do come and join the residents—all
are welcome.

MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on  Monday 3rd at  8 pm at the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.

COFFEE MORNING: Tuesday 11th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available.  Do come and enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The October
Coffee Morning raised £71.01. Our following meeting will be Tuesday 9th December at 10 am
and will be a Christmas Special.
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HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling  or  alcohol  is  permitted  on  Methodist  premises  and  that  currently  the  Church  is  not
available on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Stanislaw Gibzinski
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: fatherstan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Kennington & Radley housing development

Some readers will be aware of the Vale of White Horse plans to build a large number of houses in
Radley and adjoining Kennington. The current draft local plan (revised) is to build 270 houses on
the field to the south of Sandford Lane and 240 houses on Whites Lane in Radley—both Green
Belts.

The likely impacts

Given the current infrastructure, we believe that this may negatively affect Kennington in certain
ways.

➢ Increased traffic congestion through Kennington and the A34 especially at peak times
➢ Additional demands on Kennington Health Centre
➢ Pressure on both primary and secondary school places
➢ Increased pressure on public transport, which will be further exacerbated by the removal of

our school bus service to Matthew Arnold
➢ Loss of our valuable Green Belt, which supports wildlife and provides open space
➢ Loss of small village community and character

What you can do

The Planning Inspectorate will hold a further public consultation, scheduled for the beginning of
November 2014. This will be your opportunity to make your voice heard formally. Unfortunately,
residents can comment only on whether the plan is legally compliant; is sound; and complies with
the Duty to Co-operate.

You can also make your views known by contacting the following:

➢ Kennington Parish Council (page 13 for the Clerk’s contact details)
➢ Bob Johnston, Kennington’s County Councillor
➢ Jerry Patterson, our District Councillor
➢ Ron Mansfield, also our District Councillor
➢ Nicola Blackwood, our MP

The Vale of White Horse is considering also releasing land from the Green Belt, including:

➢ Playfield Road playing field
➢ Forest Side playing field
➢ Land comprising Sugworth Crescent, east of Sugworth Lane and the mobile homes sites
➢ Land along Thrupp Lane, Radley
➢ The triangular field at Peachcroft along Oxford Road and Dunmore Road

Find out more or stay informed on this on:

➢ Save Radley Village: www.saveradleyvillage.org.uk
➢ Campaign for the protection of rural England, Oxfordshire: www.cpreoxon.org.uk
➢ Vale of White Horse: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Finally, Q&A sessions will be held at the Church Rooms, Radley, on Saturday 8 th and Sunday 9th,
2–4 pm. The Save Radley Village Committee and Radley Parish Councillors will be there. Radley
College and developers are invited to share their plans with residents.
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Kennington Good Neighbours update

After over 25 years as chairman of Kennington Good Neighbours, Barbara Boyne is standing down
from this position. The good news is that Margaret Biggs is taking over. KGN is very grateful that
Margaret is willing to do this as she is already a very busy lady involved in many village activities.

KGN transport arrangements will, however, stay the same. Barbara will still be dealing with these
and the number to ring will still be the same.

Sincere thanks go to all those who drive for KGN. Without their willing support our service would
collapse.

KGN has been in  existence since 1967. In all  that time there have only been two chairmen—
Margaret will be the third.

Kennington History Society
At  the  end  of  September,  Society  Members  and  Friends  went  on  their
Annual Coach Visit this year to Hereford. This was the Society’s eighth trip
to an historic Cathedral City,  and the weather was again kind. The main
attraction was undoubtedly the 900-year-old Cathedral with its wonderful
stained glass and the world famous Mapped Mundi. It was also interesting
to see the Cathedral’s unique Chained Library. There were books here long
before  there  were  any  other  ‘Libraries’ in  the  modern  sense,  the  oldest
Manuscript housed there being the 8th Century! As you can see from the
picture, the medieval town centre was also fun.

As we go to press, History Society members are eagerly awaiting another
visit from the very popular speaker, local historian Liz Woolley. This time
Liz is to give and illustrated talk entitled,  ‘The Coming of the Railway to
Oxford’ . Report next month.

‘this month’

The Society’s next event will be held on Monday 17th November at
7:45 pm  in  the  Methodist  Church.  This  will  see  the  return  of
another popular speaker, local historian and author  Mark Davies,
who  will  tell  us  all  about  ‘Oxford’s  Historic  Waterways’.  This
should be a treat as Mark is  very knowledgeable about Oxford’s
Rivers  and Canals,  having lived on a  narrowboat  on the Oxford
Canal since 1992 and having written extensively on the subject.

‘next month’

As in previous years the Kennington History Society endeavours to find a suitable Speaker for the
pre-Christmas period. So on Monday 15th December at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church, Author
and Retired Police Officer  Shaun Morley  will give an illustrated talk about  Oxford’s Friendly
Societies entitled, ‘Drunk and Riotous’. Perhaps not everyone will consider this appropriate!

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2.50.

This month’s report must concludes on a sad note. After many year’s acting as Speakers’ Organiser
for the History Society, founder member Terry Cale has reluctantly decided he has to resign from
this important post due to ill health. Terry has been with us from the start and has done sterling
work despite his increasing problems. Thank you so much.

— George Ross
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website www.kennington.org.

The recent Amenities Committee meeting raised the issue of trees overhanging alleyways in the
village.  The  Council  reminds  residents  that  under  the  Highways  Act  (1980  and  as  amended)
residents are responsible for maintaining trees, hedges and shrubs within their own property that
adjoin onto the public highway, including alleyways. The landowner is required to make sure that
the vegetation from their property does not:

➢ overhang the pavement or road so as to obstruct pedestrians or vehicles

➢ pose an unreasonable health and safety risk to pedestrians or vehicles

➢ block traffic signals or road signs

➢ block drivers’ lines of sight

Thames Valley Police recommends that residents mark their belongings with
SmartWater.  Each  bottle  of  SmartWater has  a  unique  forensic  code
identifying marked valuables. SmartWater is only visible under UV light with
no unsightly microdots. It is easy to apply and almost impossible to remove.

You  can  get  SmartWater kits  from either  Abingdon  Police  Station  or  by
contacting  PCSO Claire  Smallcombe.  As  part  of  the  kit  you are  given  a
deterrent stickers to put on your front door or window, sending a powerful
warning to any would-be thieves, as this is now recognised by thieves.

The Parish Council considered three grant requests at its October meeting: Oxfordshire Association
for  the  Blind  was  awarded  £150,  The  Prostate  Project  was  awarded  £50  and  the  Friends  of
Kennington Library was awarded £1,000.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ

Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship

The next meeting will be at 2:30 pm on Tuesday 18th November at 69 Upper Road.

All are welcome to this friendly meeting.

There will be no meeting in December.
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Dates of Council Meetings: November

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Saturday Office
10–11 am

Parish Council Meeting
7:30 pm

Planning Committee
Meeting—8 pm

Saturday 1st Thursday 13th Tuesday 18th

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the  plan  as  it  has  only  21  days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact  the  Clerk
immediately you  receive  notification  to  ensure  the  Parish  Council  members  are  aware  of  any
neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
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St Swithun’s CE Primary School

Everyone has settled into our school routines, and the summer holidays are a distant
memory. However, the children are positive about school and their learning, and have
been enjoying their current topic work. Already the children in our Reception classes
have been on a visit on the bus into Oxford, to the ‘Build a Bear’ Workshop, where they
learnt some facts about bears in the wild and how the ‘Build a Bear’ bears are made. Our Years 5
and 6 boys’ football team played in a tournament last week, where they got through to the final, but
sadly lost right at the end. Congratulations to the team, though, as they played brilliantly and their
sporting attitude was excellent. We have also had a team of our mathematicians taking part in a
maths challenge.

By the time this article is published, our Saplings and Key Stage 1 children will have been to St
Swithun’s Church to celebrate Harvest. This year our theme is ‘Our Daily Bread’, as the children
have learnt about the production of a loaf of bread from seed to loaf. In the spring they sowed some

wheat  seeds.  They nurtured  the  plants  and have  recently
harvested the golden ears of wheat. This was followed by
grinding  the  wheat  to  produce  flour  (hard  work  with  a
pestle and mortar!) and making the flour into bread. It was
a great project, which the children thoroughly enjoyed.

We  have  been  collecting  non-perishable  foods  for  our
harvest  appeal,  and  these  will  be  taken  to  The  Porch
Steppin’ Stone Centre in Magdalen Road. We hope that our
gifts will help to fill their store cupboards and enable them

to  continue  the  excellent  work  they  do  providing  two  healthy  meals  a  day  for  homeless  and
vulnerably housed people in Oxford. Thank you to everyone for your generous contributions.

We  are  enjoying  a  busy  term and  before  we  know it,  we’ll  no  doubt  be  looking  forward  to
Christmas.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, headteacher.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

Report from Rowan Class

In September, some of us were feeling very excited and happy to start in Rowan Class. Others,
though, were feeling a little worried.  We had new teachers and we felt  shy and anxious about
making new friends. We also felt nervous that reading, writing and maths
would be really hard and we might not be able to do it.

Luckily, we have found that we can do the hard work and it is fun too! We
like it in Year 1 and we have learned lots of interesting things in our topics
already. We had a circus day where we were taught tricks like walking the
tightrope and then wrote about it. We also made clowns, which was fun. In
our topic ‘Take one Tale’ at the beginning of this year, we talked about
frightening things. We created our own scary monsters that hide under the
bed and we made super sock puppet snakes. We also became authors (for
the very first time!) of our own little book of fears.

We like our Maths lessons too, we use Numicon to help us understand, and
we love to do Big Maths Beat That each week. We practise our number bonds and tables using
Percy Parker where we get to sing silly songs! It’s great fun!

We are really looking forward to continuing our learning journey; getting better  at  writing and
reading, and doing lots more enjoyable things in Rowan Class.
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Kennington Baby & Toddler Group
As I write, we are just a month or so into the Autumn term, but already it has been a jam-packed
few weeks at Kennington Baby & Toddler Group. We seem to have had a record number of new
starters this term and it has been great to see our lovely group growing, and new friendships being
formed. We have been especially pleased to meet several brand new babies (who had only been
bumps before the summer holidays!).

Small  children  love  a  bit  of  mess,  so  we have  enjoyed various
‘messy play’ sessions  so far  this  term.  We have been whisking,
stirring and pouring custard, making glitter and sand patterns, and
have had great fun neon-painting with toy cars, as well as a calmer
craft time making steam engines out of cardboard boxes. Perhaps
the highlight of the term so far was a visit from Guide Dogs for the
Blind  when  the  children  were  able  to  meet  Zara,  a  beautiful
Labrador who has been mum to over 20 puppies, half of which are now fully fledged guide dogs!
The kids were absolutely in love with Zara and she was very patient with all the attention.

Coming up this term is a visit  from a photographer specialising in photographing children and
families (Tuesday 4th November), and our annual Christmas Party (Sunday 7th December).

Kennington Baby and Toddler Group is a parent-led group. We meet on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings in term-time (9:30–11:30) in the Village Centre. Sessions cost £2 per family, but your
first two sessions are free.

We are a very relaxed and friendly group and welcome children from newborn right up to 5 years
with their mums, dads, grandparents, child-minder! No need to book,  just drop in.  You can be
assured of a warm welcome, great company, a cup of coffee, and wonderful stimulating play for
your child.

If you would like to find out more, please contact Beth on 01865 327281 or 07845 360008.

— Beth Ash, Chair of Kennington Baby and Toddler Group

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, www.stuartmabbuttgardeningltd.com

Autumn wildlife gardening

Autumn seems to be upon us suddenly this year. It is easy to view any small garden differently—an
impending sense of decay followed by regeneration is in the air.

Much of what we do for wildlife at this time of year is about providing hibernation or shelter spaces
to over-winter; it’s literally a matter of life and death.

An amount of tidying up is inevitable, but try to resist  it  and not do too much. Let perennials
remain, so their hollow stems can shelter invertebrates and even provide fixed points for spiders’
webs. Prune them down when we are moving into spring, when all the creatures have re-emerged.
Many of what will inhabit those hollow stems are what we consider predators of pests. So, allowing
them to re-emerge next year is beneficial to many gardeners.

Its  great  to  see  a  group  of  neighbours  gardening  with  wildlife  in  mind  and  thinking  about
hibernation zones at this time of year. This neighbourhood network of gardens is the name of the
game. It’s not just about what you do in your garden—it’s also about what we all do together. Many
of us can’t begin to hope to fit all the wildlife features into our own gardens—but between us all,
we could achieve so much.
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Kennington Good Neighbours Village List

The Kennington Good Neighbours Village List for 2015–2017 is being prepared this autumn for
delivery next January.

If a group or society is not already on the list and the organisers would like it to be, please send
contact details to Barbara Boyne, 735634 or b.boyne@virgin.net, before Sunday 30th November.

Thank you from Kennington Playgroup

Many of you will have noticed the lovely new windows that were installed at Playgroup over the
summer holidays. Once again we say a big thank you to all those who kindly donated to our project
and to the Vale of White Horse District Council for awarding us a Capital Grant.

I’m sure you will all agree the windows look fantastic and they have greatly improved the room
internally.

— The Staff and Committee of Kennington Playgroup

Headway Oxfordshire

Annual Quiz Night
Friday 21st from 8 pm

Entry ticket £6 per person, to include nibbles, teams of up to 6 people.
Bar and raffle available.

For further information or to book your table, contact Carole at Headway Oxfordshire on
01865 326263 or events@headway-oxford.org.uk.

Christmas Fayre

Thursday 4th December, 10 am–3 pm

Edith Court (Upper Road, near the Methodist Church)

Many Handicrafts for sale or can be ordered

Tea & Coffee (50p)

Also a spectacular raffle with all proceeds going to Edith Court to benefit the tenants

Pre-loved Pop Up Shop

Come along to our Pre-loved Pop Up Shop on
Saturday 8th November, 10 am–12 noon in Kennington Village Hall.

An assortment of stalls selling good quality pre-loved branded clothing for children and adults,
household goods, bedding, shoes and cards plus much more, all at reasonable prices.

Why not visit us and find a bargain!

Part of the proceeds to go towards Help for Heroes and Sobell House.

— Co-ordinator: Bernadette 01865 735711
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1st Kennington Guides
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk

This term we’ve been working towards our Science
badge.  We’ve  made  clouds  in  jam  jars  and
discovered  how cloud formations  can help  us  predict  weather;  learnt
about non-Newtonian fluids illustrated with dancing slime; explored the
inside  of  an  ambulance;  and found out  about  a  medical  researcher’s
work on monitoring sick children in hospital.

Our  100th Birthday  Party  was  greatly  enjoyed.
Lots  of  tea  and  cake  was  consumed  and
photographs and displays perused. Thank you to
everyone who came to help us celebrate and to

the Parish Council for their generous grant towards the event. We also thank
Sam Smith for producing a fantastic birthday cake for the occasion.

To mark our 100th birthday we have had a commemorative badge designed.
These are priced at £2 each with any profits being used to support the unit’s

activities. If you would like to purchase one, please get in touch.

On Saturday 4th October, a group of our Guides and Leaders travelled
to the SSE Wembley Arena to the Big Gig,  a musical  extravaganza
exclusively  for  members  of  Girlguiding.  Dressed  in  their  finest  and
ready to party,  the group had excellent seats close to the stage. The
event  was hosted  by  ex-Pussycat Doll,  Kimberley Wyatt,  who gave
Charlotte a birthday shout-out. The crowd of 11,000 girls were wowed
by sets from Union J, Diversity, Mike Dignam, Kingsland Road, Stacey
Solomon, Neon Jungle, Stooshe and Little Mix.

Our  programme for  the  remainder  of  the  year  includes  the  Bonfire
Challenge,  our  Agility  badge,  an  evening  discovering  Diwali  traditions  and  the  frequently
misnamed Christmas sleepover.

Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. You do not need to have been a Brownie to join. If you'd like to
join  in  the  fun,  please  contact  Jo  on  07940 537992  or  kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.  More
information, including opportunities for girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

British Legion Poppy Appeal

This is the season when the nation turns its thoughts to Remembrance.

Here in Kennington, as in other towns and villages all over the country, we shall be doing our bit to
raise money in order to help thousands of past and present service personnel and their dependants
who have been affected by conflicts and are needing help.

For the two weeks before Remembrance Day, the poppy sellers of Kennington will be out in force
going from door to door. Do receive them kindly and support the cause if you possibly can.

As well as the house-to-house collection, poppies will be available in many of the businesses in the
village including the pub and Health Centre.

If  you  can  spare  a  little  time  and  would  like  to  become  a  Poppy  Person,  it  would  be  much
appreciated. Each year some poppy sellers have to retire as age or illness overtakes them.

If you are able to help please contact Barbara Boyne, 735634, or Kerry and Suzanne Bunt, 327172.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Wednesday 19th November: Village Centre at 7:30 pm

Annual General Meeting and talk by Timothy Walker “Two for One—dual use of plants” 

Admission £2 for members and £3 non-members. Complimentary refreshments.

Bampton Garden Plants, Buckland Road, Bampton, OX18 2AA

We have secured a 10% discount on plants & shrubs purchased at Bampton Garden Plants, on
presentation of a membership card. Don’t forget the 10% discount at Yarnton Nurseries too!

There is no December event, our next event being on 21st January, which will be the social evening.

Kennington Festival Group
We still meet every other Monday in the Village Centre from 2 to 4 pm.

The meetings are a social gathering for those who would like to have a chat over a cup
of tea and cake, and maybe join in one of our activities. We all enjoyed the fourth of our
lunches on 13th October. Thanks to everyone who helped. The next one will be in the New Year.

Please join us. You are welcome to come along at any time to meet us, and if you feel a bit daunted
please ring me and I will arrange for someone to come with you, or bring a friend.

Next meetings are on Mondays 10th & 24th November and 8th December.

To find out more please contact Margaret on 01865 730353 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

KADS News
Thank you everyone who attended our recent Murder Mystery evening in aid of Headway. We are
revising our figures and will report next month.

PANTO UPDATE: We are pleased to announce that our panto this year will be JACK AND THE
BEANSTALK. Performance dates are Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th January and Friday 30th to Sunday
1st February 2015. Evenings 7:30 pm & matinees 2 pm.

Ticket prices: Adults £8, concessions £6 (children 5–18 and adults over 60). For the first time we
are introducing a Family ticket (2 adults + 2 children) £25. FIRST NIGHT FOR CHARITY (Friday
23rd): all tickets £5.

For more information and to book tickets contact Kay 01865 739025 or johnkaycard@yahoo.co.uk.
We look forward to seeing you all there!

Thames (Kennington) Trefoil Guild
We invite friends and readers of the Kennington Chronicle to join our meeting

Tuesday 18th November, 7:30 pm
Methodist Church Hall

The  Speaker  will  be  Gillian  Cane,  one  of  the  first  groups  of  women  to  train  at
Sandhurst,  and the only woman at that time to join the Green Jackets. There were virtually no
facilities for women; it was a man’s world.

Her talk, entitled “My Royal Weekend”, should make for a hilarious evening. We welcome all to
join us on this occasion. Refreshments will be served.

— Jan Paterson, Secretary to Thames (Kennington) Trefoil Guild
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KennFest 2014

Saturday 8th November, 7:30–11 pm
Kennington Scout Hut

All profits from the festival will be used to purchase a defibrillator for Kennington Village

Tickets £5 include a commemorative pint glass and coaster.

Beer only £2.50 per pint

Food also available to purchase

NO TICKETS ON THE DOOR SO YOU MUST PURCHASE IN ADVANCE

PLEASE CALL 01865 454203 or 739538 or 421132 after 6 pm

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs  performance of  Handel’s  Messiah in the
Holywell Music Room in Oxford at the beginning of October raised a total of  £911.87  for the
Helen & Douglas House Hospice for terminally-ill young people. It was a splendid afternoon with
superb singing from both choir and soloists. The cream of the afternoon was the trumpet playing
The Trumpet Shall Sound. And it did! Thank you to everyone who gave and sang. Here’s to 2015!

The Choirs are working hard on The Gondoliers by Gilbert & Sullivan for 4 concerts at the end of
November  and  the  start  of  December.  The  Kennington  concerts  will  be  on  Friday  5th and
Saturday 6th December in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road at 7:30 pm. Full details next
month. The Choirs will be singing at Abingdon & Witney at the end of November. If you would
like to be part of the singing, do come along to rehearsals any  Friday  evening at the Methodist
Church  at  7:45 pm.  You  would  be  made  most  welcome.  All  details  on  our  web  site
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.

Kennington Women’s Institute
The  meeting  was  opened  by  the  President,  who  discussed  arrangements  for
forthcoming events, which included courses at Denman College and future outings.

The evening was entitled ‘Stage Magic’, and we were entertained by Edmund Quiqley, magician
extraordinaire. Ed engaged the members immediately with some ‘simple’ magic tricks, his sleight
of hand and wit. He continued to produce more complicated tricks; he demonstrated skill beyond
his years in encouraging some slightly reluctant members to engage in audience participation. His
charismatic personality mesmerised us all! Ed had a continuous stream of witty banter and chat and
even during our tea break he chatted to members of the group and continued to perform tricks. It
was a great night full of fun and entertainment for us all.

This young man has great style, skill and charisma, and in our opinion will go far, so watch out for
his name in the future. After his performance we were left with two questions: how did he get the
twenty pound note into the kiwi fruit and how does he get into those jeans!

Our next event is ‘Farmhouse and European Cheeses’ with speaker Gill Draycott. This will be held
on Wednesday 12th November at 7:30 pm in the Village Centre. Please come along. You don’t have
to be a WI member, but given the fun we are having you may decide to join us!
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

All events held in Kennington Village Centre
Young people: Friends of Kennington library needs you! Can you help? We have now started
the transition to volunteers working alongside the librarian. Everyone receives free training, and
feedback is that this has been well received and entertaining. Many people have volunteered, but
we still need more people for Friday and Saturday. We are particularly interested in hearing from
young people aged 16+ to help out at the library on Fridays from 5 to 7 pm or Saturdays from
11 am  to  1 pm.  Learn  new  skills,  gain  valuable  work  experience.  Loyal  and  hard-working
volunteers will earn references to help with future job or university applications. Find out more;
contact  Sylvia  or  Helen,  or  the  volunteer  coordinator  James  Hazlewood on  email
james.hazlewood@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

Let’s  Connect  (Free  Event):  Monday  3  rd   November,  7:30     pm,  Village  Centre
(upstairs).  In this WW1 anniversary year, this is an appropriate talk
and  discussion  for  November. Heather  Rosser is  an  author  and  a
memoirist. Her novel,  In the Line of Duty, is the story of her grandfather
who was  a  seaplane  pilot  in  the  First  World  War.  By  waving  fact  into
fiction, Heather has written a gripping and well-researched novel touching
on  different  perceptions  of  courage  and  cowardice  and  the  changing
attitudes to women 100 years ago. There is something to interest diverse

tastes in this novel. (Feel welcome to bring a bottle.)

Autumn Gala Night: Saturday 15  th   November from 6:30     pm for 7     pm
Our  President  Korky  Paul will  be  our  host.  Among  our  well-known  guests  will  be  Helen
Peacocke, food writer of The Oxford Times,  Euton Daley, former director of Pegasus Theatre,
Ray Foulk, green architect and founder of the Isle of Wight Festival (Ray brought Bob Dylan to
England), and Nancy Hunt of the Nasio Trust and Exit 7. Sylvia has had the privilege of sending
them all to the island of OXTOPIA. But what kind of society would they like to create there?
Entertainment, three-course meal and bring-and-share salad buffet, all for £14 (bring a bottle). As
we write this, there are a few tickets left but they have been selling well as it is likely to be an
interesting and entertaining evening with good food. Get the final few tickets by contacting Helen
Forey at the box office on 01865 739004, mobile 07810 720225 or  helen.forey@btinternet.com.
Donations welcome in goods or in cash towards the costs of the evening. If you cannot come
along, but would like to make a donation to help cover the costs or raffle prizes, cash or goods. For
the raffle we are preparing 3 hampers with themes of Asian, Mediterranean and Oxfordshire.

Rhyme Time for under 5’s: Monday 10  th   November, 2:30–3     pm
Isobel welcomes all young families with babies and toddlers to sing along with the Bookstart Bear.
Free refreshments kindly be provided by the Friends of Kennington Library.

Storytime for under 5’s: Wednesday 19  th   November, 10–11     am. Pamela welcomes all young
families with babies and toddlers for story time. Stay as little or as long as you like…

Coffee morning on Wednesday 3  rd   December will invite you to recommend a good read.

Let’s Connect on Monday 12  th   January will hear the poet Jenny Lewis talking about her book,
Taking Mesopotamia.

Don’t miss Smoke and Mirrors, a musical written by Nia Williams and performed by Mezzopiano
—Nia Williams and Rebecca Martin, two talented people well-known in Kennington. Put the date
in your diary now: Saturday 7th March at 7:30 pm.

Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969 Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Overseas Aid

Our final event of the year is the KOA AGM on Wednesday 26th November at 8 pm in
St Swithun’s Church Hall. This is also the occasion when we present a large cheque to
our charity of the year, the Nasio Trust, as well as smaller amounts to the two charities to
whom we have pledged continued support,  Lunch4Learning and the Children’s Radio
Foundation. There will be nibbles and drinks, and an opportunity to hear more about how the work
of these organisations is progressing. All Kennington residents are welcome.

The AGM itself is a brief but important part of the evening, during which we will receive short
reports from KOA’s officers, and elect the officers and committee members for 2015. We would
particularly  welcome  new  members  of  the  committee,  so  please  contact  our  Chair,  Halcyon
Leonard, on 452783 by Wednesday 19th November if you would like to nominate someone or be
nominated yourself.

As usual, at that meeting the proposals from three charities from which we will choose our 2015
fund-raising project will be available. You can also obtain copies of these proposals from the KOA
website (from late November) or by ringing one of the numbers below.

We look forward to seeing you at the KOA AGM.

Chair: Halcyon Leonard (452783) www.koa.org.uk Vice-Chair: Marilyn Farr (326519)

Carrier pigeon

Before the advent of radio, carrier pigeons were frequently used on
the battlefield as a means for a mobile force to communicate with
a stationary headquarters.  In the 6th century BC, Cyrus, king of
Persia, used carrier pigeons to communicate with various parts of
his empire.

During  the  First  and  Second  World  Wars,
carrier pigeons were used to transport messages back to their home coop behind
the lines. When they landed, wires in the coop would sound a bell or buzzer and
a soldier of the Signal Corps would know a message had arrived. He would go
to the coop, remove the message from the canister, and send it to its destination
by telegraph, field phone, or personal messenger.

A carrier pigeon's job was dangerous. Nearby enemy soldiers often tried to shoot
down pigeons, knowing that released birds were carrying important messages.
Some of these pigeons became quite famous among the infantrymen they worked for. One pigeon,
named “The Mocker”, flew 52 missions before he was wounded. Another, named "Cher Ami", was

injured in the last week of World War I. Though she lost her foot and one eye,
her  message  got  through,  saving  a  large  group  of  surrounded  American
infantrymen

The  Dicken Medal,  also known as  the  Animal  Victoria  Cross,  was won by,
among others, a pigeon called Commando, and was won for his effort with the
special operations executive in German occupied France during WW2. On the
citation for the medal, no mention was made of the information brought back or
its  use,  but  with  classic  British  understatement,  the  citation  stated  “The
conditions under which the pigeon operated were exceptionally adverse.”
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Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
This month I have again been trying to help tackle the parking issues
within  the  village.  I  have  requested  that  residents  of  Kennington
Road, where possible, park on their driveways during busy morning and evening rush hours, in an
attempt to ease the congestion caused by the road works on the Southern Bypass. I will also be
asking parents to try and avoid parking on The Avenue whilst dropping off or picking up their
children from St Swithun’s School until the road works are complete.

At the end of the month we will have a couple of reasons to have some fun and eat plenty of
sweets. As Halloween and Bonfire night approach, I urge that residents with children please be
responsible and encourage them to take care and be respectful of others whilst trick or treating. As
well as having a good time, it is important that children stick to visiting houses and areas they know
well, travel in a group (with an adult if possible), and if there is no answer at a door please move
on; some elderly or vulnerable people may not want to answer. I hope you all have a great time.

PCSO Claire Smallcombe C8491 claire.smallcombe@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington, Radley & South Hinksey) 07800 702654
Police non-emergency: Dial 101 or visit www.crimestoppers-uk.org Emergency: Dial 999

Kennington Link WI
After opening the meeting with Jerusalem and welcoming one new member,  our
attention was turned to  business matters.  Invitations had been received from the
Evening WI to their Winter Warming Lunch later this month and from Trefoil Guild
to their meeting on 18th November. Notice was given of a Thank You Evening at
‘Maggies’ (the Churchill Hospital) on 25th November; tickets for this are £3. A local
outing to The Bowyers Arms was arranged for later this month so we look forward to our usual
hearty lunch. Members have knitted over 20 cheerful sets of jumpers and hats to be sent to the Fish
& Chip Babies, and in the time honoured way these were photographed for the WI album. We were
interested in a newspaper cutting showing our President, Ann Coulter, on duty as a volunteer with
the Red Cross—she has been helping in the Fire & Rescue section for 15 years so it was quite a
landmark.

It was suggested that if a table was placed at the back of the hall members could bring surplus
garden produce, unsuitable gifts, etc., which could be sold for WI funds. No particular price would
be charged for these items but donations would be gratefully received.

A quick glance at ‘News & Views’ reminded us how quickly the seasons are passing with items on
Christmas Songs at  the  Town Hall,  the Bath Christmas  Market,  and a  Christmas Workshop at
Yarnton. Photographers are reminded that pictures of Colourful Oxfordshire are needed by the end
of October for inclusion in the 2016 Calendar.

It was a joy to have our friends David and Jean Holt with us again, David as speaker and Jean
operating the projector. Our talk was about Bonnie Prince Charlie (or, to give him his full name,
Charles Edward Stuart), starting in the year 1744 when England was at war with France. We heard
how the French Invasion had to be abandoned, but Prince Charlie was able to gather enough money
to buy two ships. He set sail for Scotland, landing at  Eriskay before travelling on to Borrowdale.
Battles were won and lost as the soldiers marched from  Glenfinnan down to Derby and back to
Scotland. The slides showed a very fearsome-looking Highland Army charging with muskets and
broadswords.  Eventually,  however,  they had to  retreat  and Bonnie  Prince  Charlie  fled  back to
France where he was greeted by his father and by the King of France as a hero. David and Jean
were thanked for an excellent talk before being presented with gifts of wine and flowers.

THE  NEXT  MEETING  will  be  on  5th November when  Michael  Lynes will  speak  on
‘Collectables’. We meet at the Methodist Church at 2:15 pm, and visitors are most welcome.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.

43

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10th

of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £10 £60

¼ page 100×145 mm £15 £90

½ page 205×145 mm £25 Currently full

DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact  the  Distribution  Manager  for
queries or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is  News
not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  the  name  and  contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news

CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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mailto:distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
mailto:adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts


Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.

Regular events
Badminton Village Centre Mondays, 8:30–10:30 pm
Kennington Walks Village Centre Car Park Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm

November
Sat 1 Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Wed 5 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 8
Pre-Loved Pop-Up Shop Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Oxfolk Ceilidh: Bedlam Village Centre 7:30 for 8 pm

Sun 9 Remembrance Day War Memorial 10:30–11 am
Mon 10 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 11 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 12 Kennington WI: Cheeses Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 13 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 15 St Swithun’s Church Christmas Market Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Mon 17 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Tue 18
Ecumenical House Group Venue to be announced 2:30 pm
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 19 Short Informal Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Kenn. Horticultural Soc’y: Tim Walker 2-for-1 plants Village Centre 7:30 pm

Fri 21 Headway Quiz Night Village Centre 8 pm
Mon 24 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Wed 26 Kennington Overseas Aid: AGM St Swithun’s Church Hall 8 pm
Sat 29 Kennington Cancer Fund Christmas Bazaar Village Centre 10 am–12 pm
Sun 30 United Service of Advent Carols Methodist Church 6:30 pm

December
Tue 2 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Thu 4 Parish Council Budget Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Wed 5 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Mon 8 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 10 Kennington WI Christmas Meeting Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 11 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 13 Oxford Ceilidh: Steamchicken Village Centre 7:30 for 8 pm
Mon 15 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
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Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your messageThe Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message

out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 4343) is happy to help.) is happy to help.

Are you an artist or photographer? Would you like to see your image on the cover of
the Kennington Chronicle? Contact the Editor (page 43) if you have something to share!
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