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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
There’s a poem by Wendy Cope: “The day he moved out was terrible—/That evening she went
through hell./His absence wasn’t a problem/But the corkscrew had gone as well.” Sometimes the
loss of a thing or a person is challenging: quite devastating. Other times it is easier to cope with!
There’s a story of a man called Philemon who had wealth and influence and was a leader in the
church. He had a slave; the slave ran away. If he was found, he could be sentenced to death or
receive other serious punishments. Some 200 miles away, the slave (Onesimus) met a man called
Paul, a great Christian, who had helped him and later looked upon him as a son.
But the time came when both Philemon and Onesimus had to face up to what had happened. For
each it would be tough. Onesimus would need great courage to go back to his master, not knowing
what awaited him. Philemon had to work out what his attitude to the runaway slave would be. Paul,
a great friend of Philemon, wrote a letter to him asking him to take him back. His letter (the book of
Philemon) is a great example of love and reconciliation. Paul pleads with Philemon, as a leader and
friend, to take Onesimus, whom he loves, back. His touch is light and he promises to pay anything
Onesimus owes Philemon. It’s very short but worth reading.
It reminds me how much reconciliation costs both parties after there is a rift. There needs to be
some give and take and a large dose of generosity and trust.
During the last few days I have talked with several people who are trying to get to grips with
reconciliation in their own life. I remember my wonderful great-aunt, Nell. We loved her to bits
when we were children. She was fun and funny and helped and encouraged in all sorts of ways. Yet
she fell out with our family and for a few years we all missed each other and were sad. Eventually
we all got together again. I guess there were apologies and explanations, but when we looked back,
we saw what we had missed!
The other day I went to a discussion about new housing developments. It was very interesting. It is
a difficult one for all of us. But some people there were so adamant about their own views that the
idea of working together generously to find the best possible solutions didn’t seem to be on the
agenda at all…
Sometimes the only way forward is to try to walk in another’s shoes, look at it from their viewpoint
and then make a bit of a sacrifice to get the best for all.
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This is God’s way. He understands what it is to be a human. He knows how wrongly we take his
commandments to ‘be fruitful and multiply and subdue the earth’ Or to ‘love him with all our heart,
soul, mind and strength’ and to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’. We’re pretty hopeless. But the
amazing thing is that he doesn’t give up on us.
At Christmas we celebrate his great love in sending his Son as a baby. This was God’s way of
reconciliation. His creation had gone far from him and ignored or feared him. They did not listen
when he sent messengers, so in the end he sent his Son. And even then the world killed him. This is
what love is about—reconciliation means sacrifices.
Perhaps this Christmas, as we see children delighting in it all and singing of God’s love shown in
the Christ Child, we might open our hearts to recognise and accept the love and peace that he gives
—and share that peace with those around us, even if it may be hard initially!

— Pam McKellen
Services in December
Sun 7th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Lighting the Christmas Tree and Carols (organised by the Parish Council).
Mulled wine (supplied by the Parish Council) in church afterwards.
th
Sun 14
9:30 am Parish Communion
4:00 pm Christingle
6:30 pm Compline
st
Sun 21 9:30 am Christmas Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer (in Church Hall)
7:00 pm Carols by Candlelight
th
Wed 24 4:00 pm Nativity
11:30 pm Midnight Mass
th
Thu 25 10:00 am Christmas Morning Family Communion
Sun 28th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Every Thursday there is a Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Christmas Messy Church. We hold Messy Church on the third Sunday of each month.
Come along this month to be reminded why you are so busy with all those Christmas
preparations!
We open the doors at 9:30 am and there is a variety of breakfasts available including croissants and
coffee. There is something for adults and children of all ages to enjoy. We use hands-on activities to
explore Bible stories and to reflect a God of creativity. Towards the end there is a short time of
worship together and it usually finishes just before 11 am. If you want to know more, come along
and sample it!
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise.
Our services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we
invite you to join us.
SERVICES IN DECEMBER
7th

10:30 am Advent 2: We welcome Joanna Tulloch from Headington to lead our worship.

14th 10:30 am Advent 3: We welcome our Superintendent Minister, the Rev Dr Martin
Wellings, to lead our worship today.
21st 10:30 am Advent 4: Carol Service led by our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies.
An opportunity to sing your favourite Christmas carols.
24th
25th

3 pm

Christmas Eve: A reflective service in preparation for Christmas to include the
celebration of Communion led by the Rev Rosemary Davies.

9:30 am Christmas Day: Come and worship Christ, the new-born King. A Christmas
service led by the Rev Rosemary Davies.

28th 10:30 am We welcome Jennifer Thompson from Chalgrove to lead our worship today.
MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
The Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship will not be meeting this month.
There will be NO mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge this month. Instead, we shall be
going to sing carols there on Wednesday 17th December at 7:30 pm. Do come and join the
residents—all are welcome.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 1st at 8 pm at the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
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COFFEE MORNING: Tuesday 9th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! This will be a
Christmas Special. The November Coffee Morning raised £86.30. Our January Coffee
Morning will be on Tuesday 13th January at 10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Stanislaw Gibzinski
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: fatherstan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Christmas Masses
Wednesday 24th, Christmas Vigil
5:30 pm

Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley (Family Christmas Vigil Mass)

9:30 pm

Midnight Mass, Holy Rood Abingdon Road, Oxford

Thursday 25th, Christmas Day
9:30 am
11:15 am

Good Shepherd
Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Friday 26th, St Stephen's Day (Boxing Day)
10:00 am

Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

Masses in the Parish
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Saturday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

9:15 am

Sunday

11:15 am

Monday

6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website www.kennington.org.
The Parish Council is aware of residents’ concerns about the Vale of White Horse District Council’s
Local Plan and especially the future of the village’s playing fields. The Parish Council is the sole
owner of Playfield Road Playing Field and as such it is very unlikely that any Council would
consider selling it for development. The Parish Council leases Forest Side playing field from St
John’s College and would strongly resist any attempt to develop Forest Side for housing.
The Parish Council wishes to assure all parishioners that it will be objecting in the strongest
possible terms to some aspects of the Local Plan that will impact on Kennington and would advise
all parishioners who are unhappy about these proposals to make their views known to the Vale of
White Horse District Council.
You should have received a copy of ‘The Future of the Vale’ leaflet giving details on how to have
your say. If you have either not received or mislaid this, details that follow
will allow you to contribute to this consultation, together with your views
on the Design Guide and Community Infrastructure Levy charging
schedule.
→ Go to the website www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/thelocalplan, where you
can view the draft Local Plan and supporting evidence (or visit the Vale’s
offices and local libraries across the district), and respond online.
→ Complete a representation form available from the Vale’s offices, online
or at Vale libraries. The Parish Council has paper copies on its noticeboard
in the lobby of the village centre, with copies of both this representation
form and the leaflet mentioned, also on its website. If you would like to see
a hard copy of the Local Plan, please give me a ring.
Please be aware that the consultations close on Friday 19th December at 4:30 pm precisely.
The Parish Council has received a grant of £1,889 from the Vale of White Horse District Council
towards the purchase of two more defibrillators for the village, which are to be installed in the near
future at Kirlena House residential home along the Kennington Road and the laundrette in Playfield
Road.
On behalf of the Parish Council I wish everyone a healthy and happy Christmas and a peaceful
New Year.
Dates of Council Meetings: December
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Thursday 4th at 7:30 pm: Parish Council Budget Meeting for 2015/2016
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting Amenities Committee Planning Committee
10–11 am
7:30 pm
7 pm
8 pm
None this month
Thursday 11th
Tuesday 2nd
Tuesday 2nd
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Village Centre Caretaker
The Village Centre has a vacancy for a Weekend Caretaker.
Main duties involve opening and closing the building on weekends.
For more details contact Peter Biggs on
01865 730353 or 07831 661365 or peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Youth Club
The opening months of the new academic year have made us use our ingenuity at the Youth Club.
Tabby our leader took up her place at Ruskin College joining their Youth and Community degree
course and is enjoying higher education. As her course progresses it will benefit both her and the
Youth Club, but initially we have lost an hour of her leadership. At Uni her day in Headington
doesn’t finish until 6:30 pm on Mondays, which is when the youth club opens in Kennington! We
were unsuccessful in recruiting a paid assistant. This resulted in a dilemma,
to open late or open without an hour’s leadership? After two weeks
frantically opening without leadership fortunately our dilemma was solved
—internally!
Ellie Matthews, one of the two young people who were instrumental in
helping plan the revival of the club in 2010, agreed to lead the club until
Tabby arrives from Ruskin. It was quickly obvious that Ellie had a natural rapport with the young
people, and working out a programme prepared by Tabby beforehand provided a seamless
transition. Shortly Ellie will qualify in First Aid and Safeguarding, and has enlisted on a training
programme to add to her experience. Similarly, Ellie’s contemporary, Josh Smith, stepped forward
to help when we struggling with Thursday Café computers earlier in the year. It’s good to see
young people helping young people, and such an added bonus when busy young people associated
with the club are prepared to give time to help in this way.
Being members of Oxfordshire Youth will benefit us soon too. One of their functions is to offer to
bring activities to clubs to supplement regular programme nights. The activities we have chosen are
their version of a graffiti wall and archery. They have invited us again to midnight ice skating
with other Oxfordshire youth clubs at the ice rink on Saturday 20 th December, £5 per head skate
hire included!
Watch this space for more news of OY activities, and remember the club is open to all Kennington
young people school years 5–11. That is Monday 6:30–8 pm for years 6–8, and 7:30–9 pm for
years 9 and above. On Thursdays 7–9 pm for years 5 and above plus Code Club. It costs just £1 a
week, though Code Club is free.
Our Code Club venture needs a membership boost. It is incredible that there seem so few 9–11
year olds wanting to develop their programming skills helped by Geoff our Code Club expert. It’s
free, from 7 to 8 pm Thursdays. To date we have never enrolled a Code Club young lady, so might
we have a first?
Our 200 Club is always on the lookout for new members. For further details please contact Kim at
kimsmith@ntlworld.com. We are also currently looking for someone to replace a few vandalised
broken roof tiles with ones we have. Alternatively help on club evenings serving tuck or assisting
the leaders would be so gratefully received. Details from Roy King, 01865 735864, and thanks for
even a bit of help if you can give it.
10
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New Year’s Day concert results
The Oxford Brass Players with Guest Performers Concert in Cowley Conservative Club in
November raised £1,000, shared equally between Sobell House and Helen House.
The event went like clockwork with around 70 people in attendance. I thank all my friends from
Kennington for your wonderful support.
We estimate that since 1996, these concerts have raised around £40,000 for charity.
— Frank Wolff

1st Kennington Guides
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
Last term, we finished our Science badge, finding out about scientists past and
present, and solving some maths puzzles about running an ice cream shop and
arranging advantageous pocket money schemes. Two of
our girls ran a successful evening about Diwali, trying
traditional fudge, making lanterns and icing celebratory
biscuits.
This term, we are working on our Bonfire Night Challenge.
We have learned about the firework code and Guy Fawkes
and made edible sparklers and bonfires. We have also had a
visitor talking to us about her Queen’s Guide Award (the
highest award in Guiding) and her project on engaging
education.
The unit attended the village Remembrance Parade. We are
proud of all our members who participated, and a special “Well done” to Jess who escorted the flag
on crutches.
We are fortunate to have received a Tesco Community Award
of £500 towards camping equipment. We have also applied to
the Galaxy Hot Chocolate Fund and would be grateful for any
votes at http://j.mp/kenguides.
To mark our 100th birthday we have had a commemorative
badge designed. These are priced at £2 each with any profits
being used to support the unit’s activities. If you would like to
purchase one, please get in touch.
Our programme for the remainder of the year includes
finishing the Bonfire Night Challenge, the Agility badge, Christmas crafts and our Minions-themed
Christmas sleepover. Looking forward, we have our Winter Holiday in February and our eagerlyanticipated summer Quest Camp.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. You do not need to have been a Brownie to join. If you'd like to
join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More
information, including opportunities for girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
If you have any queries, questions or comments regarding Kennington Health Centre or its
services, please do not hesitate to contact me, Jackie Bowley, your new Practice Manager at the
Health Centre. I am contactable between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm on Monday, Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Call the main surgery telephone number 01865 730911 or email me with your query on
jackie.bowley@nhs.net. Please note that this email will only be picked up on the days when I am
in, but I shall endeavour to get back to you as early as I can.
Rocking Horse Fund-raising
We say a big thank you to the 1st Kennington Guide Unit, who as part of their 100 th Birthday
Party celebrations raised £17.50 to contribute to the renovation of the Kennington Health Centre
Rocking Horse. The rocking horse has been part of everyone’s visit to the Health Centre for many a
year. More information about the Girl Guides in Kennington at www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
Flu Immunisation—not just for adults but also for our young ones
We are well into the flu season, and many of you have booked in or received your flu
immunization. We are able to offer influenza vaccination to children born between 2 nd September
2009 and 31st August 2012. This is via a simple nasal spray given up each nostril to help protect
against the virus. Please book an appointment with our reception on 01865 730911.
No longer need your appointment? It could be used for someone else!
Each week we have numerous unattended appointments, which leaves other patients who need
appointments without them and takes up our GP’s time needlessly. Please, if you no longer need
your appointment for whatever reason, remember to cancel it by ringing in and informing our
receptionists on 01865 730911 or via the website if you have access. This allows the practice to
offer the appointment to other patients who need it, whilst saving valuable time and skilled
resources in the practice. Thank you in advance.
Thank you and Farewell
Farewell to Dr Tom Fisher who left Kennington Medical Practice mid-November to take up a post
at Bicester Health Centre. We wish him well in his new venture and thank him for his support and
expertise in the past months.
— Jackie Bowley, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, jackie.bowley@nhs.net

Christmas Fayre
Thursday 4th December, 10 am–3 pm
Edith Court (Upper Road, near the Methodist Church)
Many Handicrafts for sale or can be ordered
Tea & Coffee (50p)
Also a spectacular raffle with all proceeds going to Edith Court to benefit the tenants
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Kennington Women’s Institute
Mrs Benford, presiding over the meeting, congratulated Doreen Harris on her
completion of 20 years’ service in the League of Friends at the John Radcliffe
Hospital and thanked her for the help she gives to our WI. Doreen was presented
with the flowers from the President’s table in recognition of her sterling work.
It was noted that, for the first time, our Women’s Institute, together with the Link, laid a wreath at
the War Memorial at the service on Remembrance Sunday. Mrs Benford reported that the Winter
Warming Lunch, which took place in October, helped our fund-raising and was thoroughly enjoyed
by those who attended.
A vote of thanks was given to all those who helped on the day to make it such a success. Members
were reminded that subscriptions were due in January for the coming year. Following a review of
events and reports in News and Views magazine, the speaker for the evening was welcomed.
Gill Draycott proceeded to give a very interesting and amusing account of how her cheese business
started, the trials and tribulations which befell her during its development and her eventual
partnership with the Farm Shop at Peachcroft, Abingdon. Gill had brought with her some cheeses
for members to sample and whilst we were all enjoying the various flavours she gave a very
detailed and interesting account of how the cheeses were processed and where in the UK they were
made.
I think most of us liked the very creamy Stilton which, to our surprise, came from a small village in
Nottinghamshire. We found out how ‘Stinking Bishop’ cheese was made with a process called ‘rind
washing’. We definitely had our eyes opened to the importance of ‘artisan’ cheeses as opposed to
mass produced cheese found in supermarkets and I think we will all be making a visit to farm shops
in the future with more knowledge of what to look for and what questions to ask.
Our next meeting is closed to visitors as it is the Christmas Party but our next open meeting will be
held on Wednesday 14th January and is about John Harrison, clockmaker extraordinaire. Do come
along and enjoy a good talk by an excellent speaker at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre.

Luke’s Fund
The family thanks all those who came to the Bingo, who gave raffle prizes or donations, and who
helped on the evening.
We raised the grand total of £1,200 for the Fund and Ronald MacDonald House where Ian and
Karen have spent so many days and nights.
I thought that all those who have supported Luke and his family over the last 17 years would like to
see what Luke had to say on Facebook earlier this year:
30th October 2014
4 years ago today I had my 2nd bowel transplant! If I hadn't had the transplant I wouldn’t be
here today but thanks to my Doner, the Donor family, the Drs, nurses, surgical team and
everyone who has/had supported me through the rough and hard times I am!
— feeling thankful.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will be giving two performances of The
Gondoliers by Gilbert & Sullivan on Friday 5th & Saturday 6th December in the Methodist
Church Hall in Upper Road at 7:30 pm.
There will be the usual star-studded cast of principals from the local operatic societies and it will be
an evening full of superb music and laughter. The Gondoliers is full of great tunes. Don’t miss it!
As usual, entrance is FREE, but there will be a collection for Action for Children. Come early, as
seating is limited. All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.

Penguins
Penguins are a group of aquatic, flightless birds living almost
exclusively in the Southern Hemisphere, especially in Antarctica.
Highly adapted for life in the water, penguins have dark and white
plumage, and their wings have evolved into flippers. Most penguins
feed on krill, fish, squid and other forms of sea life caught while
swimming underwater. They spend about half of their lives on land
and half in the oceans.
There are about 20 species of penguins and all are native to the Southern
Hemisphere, but they are not only found in cold climates, such as Antarctica. In
fact, only a few species of penguin live so far south and none lives at the South
Pole. Several species are found in the temperate zone, and one species, the
Galápagos penguin, lives near the equator.
The largest living species is the emperor penguin. Adults are over 1 metre tall and
weigh 35 kg or more. The smallest penguin species is the little blue penguin, also
known as the fairy penguin, which stands around 40 cm tall and weighs 1 kg. The larger penguins
live in the colder regions, while smaller penguins are generally found where the climate is warmer.
Between these two there are other fascinatingly-named species such as the macaroni and chin strap.
Penguins for the most part breed in large colonies which results in a high level of social interaction
between birds. Penguins form monogamous pairs for a breeding season, though the rate at which
the same pair re-couples varies drastically. Most penguins lay two eggs in a
clutch, although the two largest species, the emperor and the king penguins,
lay only one. With the exception of the emperor penguin, where the male
does it all, all penguins share the incubation duties. These incubation shifts
can last days and even weeks as one member of the pair feeds at sea.
Penguins generally only lay one brood per year; the exception is the little
blue penguin, which can raise two or three broods in a season. Penguin eggs
are proportionally smaller than any other bird species, and have a relatively thick shell. The yolk is
large, and comprises 22–31% of the egg. Some yolk often remains when a chick is born, and is
thought to help sustain the chick if the parents are delayed in returning with food. When mothers
lose a chick, they sometimes attempt to "steal" another mother's chick, usually unsuccessfully, as
other females in the vicinity assist the defending mother in keeping her chick. In some species, such
as emperor penguins, young penguins assemble in large groups called crèches.
18
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Kennington Good Neighbours
The Committee and I thank Barbara Boyne on behalf of all the residents in Kennington who have
been helped in so many ways over the last 25 years by her as Chairman and for many years before
that when she was ‘just a Good Neighbour’.
I was really pleased when Barbara said she would like to stay on the Committee and carry on
organising the transport service if I became Chairman. The responsibility for the Village list had
already been passed on as well so my role would be much lighter.
In the New Year I am planning to put a piece in the Chronicle about the KGN and how we are able
to help in Kennington. In the meantime please continue to contact Barbara about Transport on
735634.
If you want to place an advertisement in the Village list please contact Peter on 730353 or email
peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com. For any other information please contact me on 730353 or email
dottiedora@gmail.com.
With all good wishes for Christmas and the New Year.
— Margaret Biggs
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Citizens Advice Bureau: Winter
The third semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) — www.caox.org.uk
Buy heating oil early to cut costs
As winter approaches, Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau is urging heating oil users to buy early to
help reduce the cost of heating their homes.
By stocking up on heating oil now, people can make the most of lower costs before high demand
over the winter months pushes up the price. Fuel is generally more expensive from December to
February. People who buy oil now could also benefit from faster delivery times, as suppliers often
have spare capacity before demand picks up.
It is important to shop around for the best price. One of the challenges for heating oil customers is
the large upfront cost so, if you have difficulty paying for your fuel on delivery, ask your supplier
about flexible payment options.
Joining a heating oil club can help cut the cost of oil significantly. An oil club is a buying group that
purchases oil in bulk on behalf of its members. The club is able to negotiate a lower price per unit
of oil because it has more bargaining power. Many oil clubs order from a number of different
suppliers in order to get the lowest price. Buying with others reduces the number of journeys
suppliers need to make, which can mean lower delivery costs.
Many oil clubs already exist in Oxfordshire. The Oxfordshire Rural Community Council runs a
bulk oil-buying scheme. You can join via its website at www.oxonrcc.org.uk.
To find out more about oil clubs, go to www.citizensadvice.org.uk/oilclubs. The website has advice
on how to start your own oil-buying group.
If you are struggling with your household bills, the CAB can help you to draw up a budget and
make sure that you’re getting all the help to which you’re entitled.
For further help, call Adviceline on 08444 111 444 or drop in to your Citizens Advice Bureau at
Abbey House, Abbey Close, Abingdon, OX14 3JE. See www.caox.org.uk for opening hours.

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-yous and bereavements. Please keep
notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 47).
Geofrey Dighton
We thank everyone who attended Geof’s memorial football match on 15th August. A special thankyou to Robert Andrews for arranging the event, and Kennington Social Club for hosting the people
afterwards. Geof would have been thrilled with the attendance.
A bucket collection raised £220 for Help for Heroes. Many thanks.
— The Dighton Family
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KADS News
Update from last month: we were able to donate £642 to Headway from the murder
mystery event. Thanks to all who came along to the very enjoyable evening.
Our rehearsals for Jack and the Beanstalk are going well. For all details of the production please
see the poster on page 12 or ring Kay on 01865 739025 or johnkaycard@yahoo.co.uk.
We are pleased to announce that the recipients of our first night tickets and retiring collection this
year will be the Apple Café. We are sure you will agree that they are a fine community
organisation.
We are running a competition at St Swithun’s School for the pupils to design our programme cover
and we are looking forward to seeing the winning design. Oh yes we are!

The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk—Kennington’s very own community café
Since opening our doors again in September after the
summer break, it’s been great to welcome back our regulars and see some new faces. One of the
highlights has to have been the ‘Spooky’ session on Saturday 25th October, where the pumpkin
carving skills of our customers, of all ages, were really put to the test!
With the nights closing in and the weather getting gloomier, it’s important to keep in mind
the things that are important. Small things matter, such as cake, which is why we’d
love to hear from you about what sort of seasonal goodies you’d like to see in the café
in December. Whether it’s mince pies or spiced biscuits we’ll put your ideas to Sue, our
baker, and see what she comes up with.
On 4th and 13th December, Mags Cuttle, a Kennington potter, will display and sell some
of the things that she’s made including cups, mugs, jugs, plates and bowls. Please also
visit our Facebook site or Kennington Connected to see what Christmas activities are
running in December, but remember Children’s crafts are freely
available at all sessions.
What also matters to the café are our customers, volunteers and
wider Kennington community. Over the next few months we’ll
be canvassing your opinion on what the café means to you, and what
you’d like to see happen with the café in 2015.
As ever we’ll be encouraging new volunteers to man a session at the
café, but equally we’ll be focusing on what we can add to the
community, whether that be by running more events or craft sessions, or
working more closely with other local organisations to support their causes.
Your feedback, thoughts and comments matter. For us to grow in the future
we need to hear your voices. So if the café’s not open you can call Liz on
01865 327991, or email info@applecafe.co.uk, visit our website www.applecafe.co.uk or talk to
Martin, Claire, Sophia or Liz.
We will close after the session on Saturday 20th December, and reopen on Thursday 15th January.
— The Apple Café Team, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk
Apple Café, St Swithun’s Church Hall. Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm.
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Scouting update
November saw two of the main activities in the 40 th Oxford
Scouting calendar: the Firework Display and being part of the
village Remembrance Day parade.
Bonfire night—It seemed like most of the village turned out to
see the best fireworks around and support the scouts in our
biggest fund raiser of the year, but also to enjoy the other treats
on offer, they hamburgers & hot dogs, mulled wine or marshmallows. The sky was clear, it didn’t
feel too cold, and not a raindrop in sight to spoil the evening or the spectacular rockets, bangers and
blossoms, salvos and screechers, candles and Catherine wheels, and of course the magnificent
bonfire.
We raised over £1,200 so thank you all so much for your support. Hope to see you all again next
year for another great extravaganza!
Sunday 9th November—the village assembled to remember the fallen, with Scouts, Cubs, Beavers
and Leaders in best uniforms; they marched proudly from the Village hall to the Memorial. The sun
shone down during the service and on the
singing of Abide with Me and Rock of
Ages, as the wreaths were laid and the
bugle sounded the Last Post. We
remembered those no longer with us and
took stock of the peace that we are in
thanks to them.
Next year promises to be a very special one
for 40th Oxford Kennington Sea Scouts, with our 75th Anniversary and events to celebrate it; more
to follow.
Lastly, from all of the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Leaders and helpers, we wish you a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year. All the best for 2015!

Headway Oxfordshire
Headway Oxfordshire thanks KADS for its production of the Murder Mystery
Evening on 14th September, which raised a net amount of £491 for Headway’s work
with people affected by brain injury.
Thank you to everyone who attended the Annual Quiz Night on 21 st November—we
hope you enjoyed this event.
Headway Oxfordshire is very grateful to pupils at Matthew Arnold School who are arranging a
Christmas Concert at Kennington Village Hall on Saturday 6th December 3–5:30 p.m. It is planned
to involve local children’s choirs and solo performers, from Matthew Arnold and perhaps St
Swithun’s, and all proceeds raised will be in aid of Headway Oxfordshire.
We thank all participants and their parents for their involvement in this Concert. Enquires to
events@headway-oxford.org.uk or telephone Carole on 01865 326263.
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Kennington Festival Group
Well, December has arrived and I am pleased to say our members have spent some very
pleasant afternoons together. The buzz of conversations can be heard all afternoon even
during the Bingo session, except when Alec is calling the numbers out of course.
Everyone enjoys a cup of tea and cake before the raffle and we have been lucky enough to be
entertained by Joan Rowland on the piano occasionally.
We have had four minibus outings, the last one to Winchester Christmas Market, and four lunches.
All very enjoyable.
Next meetings are on Mondays 8th & 22nd December.
We send you all Best Wishes for Christmas and maybe we will see some of you at our meetings
next year, which start on Monday 5th January.
To find out more please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Kennington Link WI
What makes an item collectable? During our talk Mr Lynes told how as a boy he
first started collecting marbles, then coins, stamps and old 78" records. But a good
collectable needs to be old, in perfect condition, and if possible have been either
owned or worn by a notable person. Rarity was shown to be a great thing—in 1977
a one ounce silver ingot was worth £25 but now, because several thousand were
made, it is only worth £10.
We were advised to take photographs of any collectables we may have because when are sold
together with a picture of the owner the value is vastly increased. A common problem our speaker
experienced long ago was when he and his wife bought a little pink pig on holiday and showed it to
friends and acquaintances—only to find that a year later they had accumulated about a hundred
pigs, which shows that sometimes people can be just too generous. We greatly enjoyed the stories
he had to tell, and admired many beautiful items brought for us to see which were very carefully
passed round and examined. One interesting exhibit was a silver cigarette case from the past which
was inscribed to the Chairman of the Cancer Campaign in recognition of his lifetime’s work! How
differently that would be regarded today.
We all thoroughly enjoyed this talk and Rosalie Whitely was pleased to thank the speaker for “an
afternoon full of intrigue and interest”.
The meeting this month had been opened by our Deputy President, with a special welcome to
visitors and the good news that Mollie Clarke is improving after her bad fall; we send her our best
wishes for a complete and speedy recovery.
Business matters. On behalf of both village WI’s, two members will lay a wreath at the War
Memorial this month. A letter received from the Kennington Chronicle thanked us for our recent
donation, and we were reminded of the invitation to the Trefoil Guild meeting later this month. As
News & Views was scanned we particularly admired our President's photograph. Another reminder
was that December is the month we agreed to donate £1 each to the Denman College Appeal.
The next meeting will be on 3rd December when we will enjoy both Christmas entertainment and
refreshments. Please remember the SALES TABLE: all contributions will be much appreciated.
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Kennington History Society
As previewed last month, in October Kennington History Society members together with many
guests were treated to an exceptional illustrated talk by Local Historian, Liz Woolley, entitled The
Coming of the Railway to Oxford. Liz’s popularity was clearly shown by a packed hall, and the
bumper audience was not disappointed. As with her previous visits the scope and detail of Liz’s
presentation was outstanding. Perhaps one of the most interesting aspects of the information
included, apart from the time-line of the development of the local railway lines, was the various
plans and schemes over the years for the locations of other stations.
As we go to press the November meeting sees the return of another popular speaker, local historian
and author Mark Davies, who will tell us about another mode of local transport in his illustrated
talk entitled, Oxford’s Historic Waterways. This should be a real treat as Mark is very
knowledgeable about Oxford’s Rivers and Canals, having lived on a Narrowboat on the Oxford
Canal since 1992 and having written extensively on the subject.
‘this month’
As in previous years the History Society endeavours to find a suitable Speaker and Subject for the
pre-Christmas
Period.
Therefore on Monday 15th
December
in
the
Methodist Church at
7:45 pm,
author
and
retired
police
officer,
Shaun Morley, will give
an illustrated talk on
Oxford’s
Friendly
Societies entitled, Drunk
and Riotous. Perhaps not
everyone will consider this
appropriate!
‘next month’
The first event of the new year will be held on Monday 10th January at 7:45 pm in the Methodist
Church when well known local author and comedy scrip writer, Richard O Smith, will give an
illustrated talk entitled Britain’s Most Eccentric Sports. Those who were lucky enough to witness
Richard’s previous offering to the History Society last year will remember a very amusing night!
Richard, who lives in Rose Hill, took up full time comedy writing only two years ago but is now
nationally famous, having written four best
selling books. If you missed him last time
make sure you don’t miss January’s visit.
Kennington History Society talks are free to
members with visitors welcome @ £2.50.
As we approach the end of 2014, an early
reminder that Members’ Subscriptions for
2015 will soon be due. You will be contacted
within the next month with details of methods
of payment etc.
— George Ross
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St Swithun’s CE Primary School
St Swithun’s Out and About
The National Curriculum is of course an essential part of our educational provision at St
Swithun’s; but it is only an element of our wider curriculum. We love taking every
opportunity to extend the experiences that we offer to our children, never more so than when we are
able to take them out of school on visits linked to an aspect of the curriculum. Already in this
relatively new school year we have had visits to the Build a Bear Workshop in Oxford, Abingdon
Museum, and visits to our local woods. Recently, our Year 6 pupils went to the John Radcliffe
Hospital to take part in IMPS (the Injury Minimisation Programme for Schools), where the children
had opportunities to learn how to administer basic first aid, and some of the ways in which medical
care is given to patients visiting the Accident and Emergency Department. Some of our children
have been using their skills in a range of mathematical challenges and master classes that have been
available locally. We have also had football teams (both girls and boys) taking part in tournaments
and friendly competitions as well as a team taking part in a cross country running competition. We
strive to give every child the opportunity to shine, wherever their talents lie, and we are fortunate in
having staff who share this commitment and actively seek out ways to enable this to happen.
Children in Sycamore Class are our journalists this month and I hope that you will enjoy reading
about their recent visit to Abingdon Museum.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, headteacher.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
Report from Sycamore Class
Our topic this term is ‘The Jurassic Forest’ and as
part of this we have been learning all about Mary
Anning. She was a famous fossil collector who
found an Ichthyosaur in Lyme Regis. We were
very excited to discover that Abingdon Museum
has an Ichthyosaur exhibition, so we popped on
the bus and went to see it! When we arrived we
were met by Mrs Mail who used to work at our
school. She taught us how to handle artefacts and
think about what they would have been used for.
We were allowed to hold a piece of an
Ichthyosaur’s spine (it was very heavy)! Then we
climbed up 82 steps to make sketches of the
Ichthyosaur. On the way home we sat on the top
of a double decker bus! It was a great trip!

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.
Large colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre: 01865 730763
Kennington Reader Annual Review of 2014: Wednesday 3 rd, 10:30 for 11 am. Meet for coffee
and mince pies and share your favourite read of the past year whatever it is: Novel, Crime,
Biography or non-fiction such as a good travel guide or cookery book. Pick up plenty of Christmas
present ideas!
If you don’t have an Oxfordshire County Council Library card yet, it should be top of your
wish list! WHY? Because it is free to join, the card is valid in all the OCC libraries and gives
access to over 1.5 million books, plus a vast range of online services from the classic Who’s Who?
to Ancestry archives to e-books and e-audio-books as free downloads.
Children or grandchildren under 15 years of age need an adult guarantor. This will be the best
Christmas present ever! It will cost you just a little time and organisation (you can even save time
by joining online) and you will open not only a world of information but also of fiction. What is
more relaxing than losing yourself in the type of book that you enjoy!
Goodbyes and Welcome. Our thanks and best wishes go to Kirsty (Senior Library Assistant) and
Jenny (Saturday Library Assistant), who will both leave in December. Both are planning further
studies, Kirsty a second degree in librarianship and Jenny a first degree. They have contributed a
huge amount to the Kennington library and will be missed. We offer a warm welcome to our new
Senior assistant, Rebecca Kirk, who will start in December during the transition to the new model
Community library service.
The Library closes Wednesday 24th December 12:30 pm and reopens Friday 2nd January 2 pm
Christmas Special Rhyme Time & Storytime for under 5’s. Pick up your free ticket from the
library to book a place for either event!
Monday 8th December, 2:30–3 pm. Isobel welcomes all young families with babies and toddlers to
sing along with the Bookstart Bear.
Wednesday 17th December, 10–11 am. Pamela welcomes all young families with babies and
toddlers, for story time. Stay as little or as long as you like…
We thank Kennington Parish Council for their grant of £1,000 to maintain all the children’s
events and Friends enhancement activities.
Let’s Connect at 7:30pm—Bring a bottle. Monday 12 th January. The poet Jenny
Lewis will talk about her book, Taking Mesopotamia. Jenny’s father was wounded at
Kut al Amara in 1917 during the WWI campaign in Mesopotamia (modern day Iraq,
Iran and Syria) and died when she was just a few months old. Through diaries,
witness statements and a mixture of formal and free verse, Jenny explores the Iraq
war from a woman’s perspective. The book also includes Arabic translations of some
of Jenny's poems by the renowned Iraqi poet Adnan al Sayegh.
Looking ahead: A new look library. FOKL are delighted to announce that our library will have a
refit in February. It will cost The Friends more than £5,000. All of us can make a contribution by
buying a square of the Oxtopian Library! The county is providing the staffing for one week in
February to make the transformation. We thank Councillor Bob Johnson for
arranging a Big Society grant of £1,500 to assist with the costs.
Smoke and Mirrors. Join us to celebrate our new look library on Saturday
7th March 2015! A musical written by Nia Williams and performed by
Mezzopiano (Nia Williams and Rebecca Martin), two talented people well
known in Kennington. Complimentary drinks and nibbles. Library open from
6:45 pm. Show starts at 7:30 pm. Followed by bring and share finger buffet and
bar. Tickets £12.
Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
There are no events in December and we wish all our members a very happy Christmas and healthy
New Year.
BUT looking ahead:
Wednesday 21st January, 7:30 pm, Village Hall: Cheese & Wine Social Evening
This event, for members only, has a slight difference to previous years. As well as the usual format
of flowing wine, cheese & chat and a quiz, this year will feature a couple of games of Bingo!
For those members who have difficulty getting to the village hall in winter, we will try and arrange
transport. Telephone Pat Leggett on 326403.
And further ahead:
Wednesday 18th February, 7:30 pm: Village Centre
Marilyn Farr will present ‘Paradise of Pines’ based on Bournemouth Historic Gardens. Admission
£2 for members and £3 for non-members. Refreshments complimentary.
Bampton Garden Plants, Buckland Road, Bampton OX18 2AA: We have secured a 10%
discount on plants & shrubs purchased at Bampton Garden Plants, on presentation of a membership
card. Don’t forget, the 10% discount at Yarnton Nurseries too!

Christmas Tree Lights
Kennington Parish Council
Santa Claus will be joining us when we switch on the

Christmas tree Lights
at the War Memorial at 6 pm on Sunday 7th
Kennington Band will play the music
Come and join us, sing some Carols, and
enjoy a Mince Pie and a glass of Mulled Wine
A collection will be taken for Local Charities
Warm thanks to St John’s College for again supplying the Tree
The recipe for the fruit punch provided at the event is a non-alcoholic mix of the following
ingredients all in the same quantities—Fairtrade, of course:
lemonade
diet lemonade
orange juice
tropical juice

cranberry juice
grape juice
apple juice
orange and lemon slices
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Kennington Overseas Aid
By the time you read this the final event of KOA’s year, the Annual General Meeting, will
have taken place, with cheques presented to the charities that we have been supporting in
2014.
In all we raised a fraction under £27,000 this year, of which the major part, almost £25,000, goes to
the Nasio Trust, and £1,000 each to the two charities to whom we have pledged continued support,
Lunch4Learning and the Children’s Radio Foundation.
Again, the KOA Committee heartily thanks everyone in Kennington who has contributed in any
way to this successful outcome.
We are now thinking ahead to the new year, when we will select the charity to support in 2015. The
proposals from three charities from which we will choose our next fund-raising project are
available. You can obtain copies of these from the KOA website or by ringing one of the numbers
below.
The Selection Meeting will take place in St Swithun’s Church Hall at 8 pm on Wednesday 28th
January. All Kennington residents are entitled to vote for their preferred charity at this meeting, so
we look forward to seeing you there.
Chair: Halcyon Leonard (452783)

www.koa.org.uk

Vice-Chair: Marilyn Farr (326519)

Kennington 4 Fairtrade
www.fairtrade.org.uk
For a Fairer Christmas
At this time of year some of us are likely to be wincing at every TV
advertisement we see and covering our ears to every bit of Christmas music we hear in the shops.
You may call us “Scrooge” or “Grinch” if you wish but you have to admit that the commercialism
and materialism that comes with Christmas these days is staggering. The kids want stuff, the media
tell us that we need to buy stuff, and we are forced to go out and spend.
This year please keep in mind that buying things and giving gifts can be made into a more positive
experience. The person who gets your gift benefits from it (that’s obvious, because you are great at
choosing presents!). You benefit too because you get to “see their little face light up” when they
open the wrapping.
If you buy Fairtrade, then the person who made the present will benefit as well, by being paid a fair
price for what they produced. It feels better to give a gift when you know that its creation did not
involve sweatshops or child exploitation.
The obvious place to start is with the stocking-fillers: Fairtrade chocolate, sweets, nuts and fruits.
You don’t need to stop there: local supermarkets and the Fairtrade shops in Oxford stock Fairtrade
wine, clothes, jewellery, toys, wrapping paper and Christmas decorations.
Look out too for Fairtrade goods at pop-up Christmas sales. Fairtrade products mean a few extra
pence from us, but they make the world of a difference to the farmers and their communities.
For more information, contact Robin Mason on 01865 321044.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10 th
of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News
not Views. Submissions to include the name and contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.
Badminton
Kennington Walks
Apple Café

Village Centre
Village Centre Car Park
St Swithun’s Church Hall

Regular events
Mondays, 8:30–10:30 pm
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm
December

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon
Wed
Sun
Wed
Thu

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
13
15
17
21
24
25

Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Budget Meeting

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre

8 pm
2:15 pm
7:30 pm

The Gondoliers by Gilbert & Sullivan

Methodist Hall

7:30 pm

Carol service, Santa, mince pies, mulled wine
Festival Group
Xmas Special Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI Christmas Meeting
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh: Steamchicken
Kennington History Society: Drunk & Riotous
Carols
Carol Service
Communion Service for Christmas Eve
Christmas Day Service

War Memorial
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church

6 pm
2–4 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 for 8 pm
7:45 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
3 pm
9:30 am

Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

10–11 am
8 pm
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 for 8 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm

January
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Tue
Wed
Wed

3
6
7
8
10
13
14
21

Parish Office
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh: Melbo
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: George Harrison, Clockmaker
Kennington Horticultural Society: Social Evening

Index of Contents: page 3.
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