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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
As with gladness men of old
These last few weeks, certain television programmes have found Did the guiding star behold
quite significant ‘slots’ in many lives round here. It doesn’t take too As with joy they hailed its light, leading
long before you are aware of whether the current favourite is onward, beaming, bright,
‘Downton Abbey’, ‘The Apprentice’ or ‘Celebrity Come Dancing’. So, most gracious God, may we
You won’t be surprised that the dancing is a bit beyond me! The evermore be led to thee.
Apprentice is quite challenging as you see some quite likeable
personalities striving to be the best, whatever it takes and whomever Accustom yourself to the wonderful
you have to stab in the back on the way! Downton Abbey gives us a thought that God loves you with
glimpse of a sort of life that we don’t quite live ourselves, but tenderness, a generosity, and an
through it, we are often curious and delighted observers of human intimacy that surpasses all your
dreams. Have joy and confidence in
nature—as real today as it was then (in real families in that era!).
God ... rejoice that you are what you
Running through that family are issues as real to us as to them, but are. He loves you very dearly. He loves
perhaps in different forms. There was fear. There was wariness of the whole of you just as you are.
others as they overstepped long-established boundaries. And there
— Abbot de Tourville
was genuine kindness, affection and respect.
You are precious in my eyes… and
The things that prevailed and made a difference were the genuine honoured, and I love you… I know the
actions, seen and unseen, that led to true but not always recognised plans I have for you, plans for good and
affection and loyalty and the helping of others when they really not for evil.
— Isaiah
needed it. These things showed true goodness that left a smile on
our faces when the ends were temporarily tied up and they all got Please stop, please!
ready to live happily after!
Silence!
Listen to the beating of your heart.
Listen to the blowing of the wind,
the movement of the Spirit.
Be silent—said the Lord—
and know that I am God.
And listen to the cry of the voiceless,
Listen to the groaning of the hungry,
Listen to the pain of the landless,
Listen to he sigh of the oppressed,
and to the laughter of the children
— CAFOD
As we step on into another new year and another chapter of our lives, may we each know more of
his peace and love and see it in ourselves and those around us.
As we look forward to 2015 with its unknown joys and challenges,
maybe we can stand back and look at our own lives and families,
and work out what is happening there. But also we can rest in the
confidence that there is one who knows us and loves us very well.
Our creator is not just a novelist but the living God who knows and
understands us: our fears, our apprehensions, our struggles with
things we find hard to accept. He knows our well-intentioned
messes and yet he loves us. He is the one we can trust when other
things seem insecure. He knows the beginnings and endings of our
lives and will bring good and peace and joy.

— Pam McKellen
4

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Services in January
Sun 4th 9:30 am Parish Communion
4:00 pm Play and Pray
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 11th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 18th 9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in Church Hall
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 25th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Every Thursday (except for 1st January), there is a Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins on Sunday 18th. There will be a special service at
3 pm at the Methodist Church. The Communion service in St Swithun’s on Thursday 22nd at
10:30 am will be a United Service.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Play and Pray is an opportunity for informal family fellowship. It happens on the first Sunday of
each month, so come along on 4th January, any time between 4 and 5 pm. Bring snack food if you
want. The idea is that children can play either in church or out in the grounds, weather depending.
We can share prayer concerns, possibly sing, and end with the Messy Church grace.
On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church. This month Messy Church
will be on 18th January. It is enjoyable for everybody. It is church with craft activities
that help people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages
enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of
creativity. As well as doing things together we eat breakfast, have a chat and have a short time of
worship. It starts at 9:30 am and usually finishes by 11 am. If you want to know more, come along
and sample it! You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: come and enjoy this service in the
Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
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SERVICES IN JANUARY
4th 10:30 am We welcome Judith Atkinson from Headington to lead our worship.
11th 10:30 am Our annual Methodist Covenant Service is led by our own Minister, the Rev
Rosemary Davies. This service includes the monthly Communion Service.
th
18 3:00 pm We shall join the congregations of the Good Shepherd and St Swithun’s for an
ecumenical service to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The theme of
the service is The Well is Deep, based on the story of Jesus meeting the
Samaritan woman at a well.
th
25 10:30 am This month we hold an ‘Alternative Worship’ service, which will take the form of
Bible study and discussion from 10:30 to 11 am. Then, after a coffee break, we
have a short service of hymns and prayers from 11:10 to 11:30 am. You are
welcome to come for either part of the service or stay for the whole time. The
theme of the service will be Responding to Jesus’ call, and the preacher will be
Dr Simon Blainey.
MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
The Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship will meet at 77A Upper Road on Tuesday 20 th at 2:30 pm,
when we’ll continue our study of Acts. All are welcome.
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge, the third Wednesday of each month, will be held on
Wednesday 21st, 10:30–11 am, and is very informal in style. Do come and join the residents—all
are welcome.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 5th at 8 pm at the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
COFFEE MORNING: Tuesday 13th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The December
Coffee Morning raised £150. Our following meeting will be Tuesday 10th February at 10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Stanislaw Gibzinski
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: fatherstan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd, in Bagley Wood Road, is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish
Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday
9:15 am
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday 11:15 am
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
Monday 6:30 pm
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
The very best wishes for 2015 to all our members.
Forthcoming events
Wednesday 21st January, 7:30 pm, Village Hall Cheese & Wine Social Evening.
This event, for members only, has a slight difference to previous years. As well as the usual format
of flowing wine, cheese, a chat and a quiz, this year will feature a couple of games of Bingo!
For those members who have difficulty getting to the village hall in winter, we will try and arrange
transport. Telephone Pat Leggett on 326403.
Wednesday 18th February, 7:30 pm, Village Centre
Marilyn Farr will present A Paradise of Pines, an illustrated history of Bournemouth’s Historic
Central Gardens.
Admission £2 for members and £3 for non-members. Refreshments complimentary.
Bampton Garden Plants, Buckland Road, Bampton OX18 2AA
We have secured a 10% discount on plants & shrubs purchased at Bampton Garden Plants, on
presentation of a membership card. Don’t forget the 10% discount at Yarnton Nurseries too!

1st Kennington Guides
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
The last meetings of term were as action-packed as ever. We tackled our
Agility badge with ball games, racquet skills, skipping challenges and yoga, while our evening of
Christmas craft produced giant paper snowflakes, Christmas cards, button tree decorations and
Santa mobiles.
The term ended with our Minions-themed Christmas sleepover. The Guides designed their own
minion and enjoyed a blindfold obstacle course, mocktails and some much-needed relaxation time.
We braved the cold weather, and nine Guides made their Promise during an evening ceremony
around the village Christmas tree.
In the morning, Freestyle Martial Arts delivered an energetic workshop to chase away the haze of
sleep deprivation.
The Guides have already suggested plenty of ideas for our Spring programme and we have our
Winter Holiday in February and our summer Quest Camp booked. We are looking forward to 2015
and hope it will be as much fun as 2014 has been.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. You do not need to have been a Brownie to join. If you'd like to
join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.
More information, including opportunities for girls outside of our age range, can be found on our
website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs’ four performances of The Gondoliers by
Gilbert & Sullivan made a total of nearly £5,000. Concerts at Witney and Abingdon raised over
£2,000 together for Christian Aid. This was helped by the government doubling all money raised
over the Christmas period. The Kennington concerts raised £2,881 for Action for Children with
help from an anonymous gift and Gift Aid.
Audiences were good and Kennington had to shut its doors on the Saturday evening as the hall was
full. There were spectacular performances by both principals and chorus.
A section of the Choirs sang carols in the Westgate Centre in Oxford on 12 th December and raised
£250 in their 90-minute ‘slot’ for Save the Children.
The choirs are now moving on to their spring concert. This will be something very different. It will
take place in the Chapel of Exeter College in Oxford and will be of two works—the Requiem by
Derufle and the Requiem by Faure.
Both works are by French composers and there will be some French organ music played by Jamal
Sutton. This will take place on Sunday 19th April at 2:30 pm.
If you would like to be part of this experience, rehearsals start on Friday 9th January in the
Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road. You would be made most welcome. All details on our web
site www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.

Would you like to help make a difference in NHS healthcare?
We are excited to introduce Join Dementia Research, a new national service
that allows anybody diagnosed with a form of dementia to discover, get involved
with and participate in dementia research. It provides you with the opportunity
to contribute to dementia research studies taking place across the country.
Our team of friendly NHS research nurses is looking for people with dementia, memory problems
or Parkinson’s to take part in research studies to help fight these conditions.
Research trials often invite ‘healthy volunteers’ to take part, so we also invite people without one of
these conditions to get in touch.
You can also join our Research Interested List, a growing community of patients, carers and
members of the public interested in developing our understanding of health and illness by taking
part in research. Joining our list would mean that we can contact you with information about
studies which may be of interest.
Participation in a study is always voluntary.
Research projects come in different levels of complexity and involvement. For example, these
could include questionnaires involving a single visit at home, studies to improve use of existing
drugs, and studies comparing new treatments with current treatments or a placebo (dummy pill).
If you or someone you know would be interested in helping research in dementia, memory
problems or Parkinson’s please contact us on 01865 231556 or help.research@nhs.net. More
information is available at www.joindementiaresearch.nihr.ac.uk.
10

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

11

12

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk—Kennington’s very own community café
We all hope that you had a very merry Christmas and were able to come along and enjoy some of
our Christmas events. If not, please put Saturday 17th January in your diary to come along to our
2015 Opening Extravaganza.
In December we were thrilled to announce that the Apple Café had been selected as KADS’s
chosen charity for their annual pantomime Jack and the Beanstalk. Performances begin on Friday
23rd January and run until Sunday 1 st February. The show promises to be as entertaining as ever,
providing much-needed light relief in the New Year. Tickets are on sale now and posters are on
display around the village.
If you’ve not already made your New Year’s resolutions why not take something up, rather than
give something up? We can always offer volunteering opportunities at the café, whether to help
with a shift, put up leaflets in the village, or help someone less able to get to the café. We have
some fantastic customers and look forward to welcoming new ones in 2015, so if you’d like to be
part of this initiative then please call Liz on 01865 327991, email info@appkecafe.co.uk, or visit
our website www.applecafe.co.uk.
The Café will open its doors for the first time in 2015 on Thursday 15th January.
— The Apple Café Team, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk
Apple Café, St Swithun’s Church Hall. Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm.

Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship
The next meeting will be at 2:30 pm on Tuesday 20th at 77A Upper Road.
All are welcome to this friendly meeting.

Kennington Festival Group
We thank Joan Rowland, who came along on 8 th December to play Christmas songs on
the piano whilst we sang along. There were only 19 of us but we all enjoyed the
afternoon.
I am writing this in the middle of December and the members are looking forward to their
Christmas Tea with Christmas goodies to eat and drink. This year we are very lucky that Rebecca
Martin and accompanist are coming to entertain us, so we thank them advance.
Thanks also to the village businesses and others who have given us prizes for the raffle.
We meet in the Village Centre fortnightly on Mondays from 2 to 4 pm.
Our next meetings are on 5th January, when we will be celebrating Eileen Keep’s 100th Birthday,
19th January, and 2nd February. We can provide transport for those with mobility problems.
We wish all of you a Happy New Year!
To find out more please contact Margaret on 01865 730353 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, www.stuartmabbuttgardeningltd.com
Winter Looms
As we face winter and all she brings, I always like to look back at what autumn offered us.
Rich earth tone colours, falling leaves, everything preparing to take a well-deserved rest over the
winter. Migrants from north, leaves turning and falling, fungi. A season of mists and mellow
fruitfulness—beautiful colours signalling the coming winter and end of year—harvest. Crunchy
leaves, conkers and new school uniforms. Bejewelled cobwebs glittering in the autumn sun after a
frost or a mist.
These are just some of the descriptive terms that you have mentioned to me. What about winter
though; what to you reflects the winter season?
There’s plenty to do out in the wildlife garden in winter. Fruit trees and hedges to be pruned, but
don’t overdo it, leave some to berry to provide food and shelter. The prunings can be turned into
stick piles and used to thicken up the bases of hedges.
It’s a great season in which you may have the time to consider some big projects: digging a pond,
for example, making some new wildlife nest boxes or digging out a new flowerbed.
What the wildlife wants at this time of year though is food, water and shelter, so don’t be tidying
everything away or raking up every leaf in sight. Under a layer of leaves can be a degree or two
warmer, so that’s where much of the wildlife could be. Garden by all means but care needs to be
taken to avoid wholesale destruction. It won’t just be hedgehogs hibernating under those leaves
under your hedge.
The world won’t come to an end if those leaves stay there, will it?

A new-look library for 2015
Kennington Library will be closed 16th–20th February for a refit
The plans are in place, but we are still raising funds to meet the target of £6,000 that Friends of
Kennington Library is required to find.
The Friends of Kennington library Target is £6,000.
We have new Fund-Raising happening now in the Library!
You can help by buying a square of the Oxtopian Library for a £5 donation, and have a chance to
win an original drawing by Korky Paul, the President of the Friends of Kennington Library.
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Kennington Link WI
Our December meeting was a time for pleasure and leisure. Pleasure came in the
form of handbells, which one of our members, Mrs Pat Mabbutt, had kindly brought
along and with which we endeavoured to play a few easy tunes. Each person was
given a bell so all could join in, and we soon got into the Christmas spirit with some
popular Christmas Carols. It was a light-hearted afternoon and to our ears we made a joyful noise.
As we gained in confidence and with Pat’s patience, our tunes gradually improved until all were
recognisable and we were well satisfied with our achievement. Mrs Jean Mundy thanked Pat for
bringing the handbells and providing us with an enjoyable afternoon before presenting her with a
pretty bouquet of roses.
A lovely assortment of Christmas refreshments was served by the Committee and there was time
for a leisurely chat before moving on to the next stage of the meeting.
The Christmas Sales Table was packed with all types of goodies. It was well supported and
provided a good opportunity for members to browse before selecting their chosen purchases.
Business Matters and Reminders.
Envelopes for the 2015 subscriptions were distributed. We are asked to bring them back next
month. We were also reminded to complete the 2015 Resolution Selection Form (from the
November/December issue of WI Life) and return it in January.
It had been a very pleasant afternoon but finally, as daylight faded, the President drew the meeting
to a close by wishing members a Very Happy Christmas and New Year.
The next meeting will be on 7th January. This will be a Members’ Meeting and we look forward
to a varied and interesting afternoon.

Kennington Scouting 2014
We currently have 13 Scouts aged 10–14 working their way through the
programme towards achieving their Chief Scout Gold Award, and we are
delighted to announce that five of them have now made it: Sam Harrison,
David Stockford, Ruairdhri Taylor, Michael Smith and Cameron Smith.
Quite a lot of the earning was done last summer at their Scout Camp in
Kandersteg, Switzerland, but they have also benefited from the skills and
experience of their Scout Leader, Matthew Rylatt. Congratulations to them
all!
The Scouts have been busy this term with lighting fires without matches
(using cotton wool balls, Vaseline and flint ‘keys’), being artists on a
larger (and messier) scale than usual, selling poppies and learning about
the teenagers who went to the First World War. They’ve also been active
both at Oxford Brookes’s climbing walls, and at Milton Keynes Snozone,
where most strapped on skis for the first time and laughed their way down
the slopes one way or another.
Climbing: The intrepid bunch had a go at bouldering (climbing without ropes) on the smaller wall
and ascended the larger wall with harnesses, helmets and ropes. After they reached the top they
abseiled down and had another go! Whilst some were more experienced and seemed to ‘fly up’, the
others did not give in and kept on ‘attacking’ the wall!
Best of all they are working wonderfully together, for the most part mutually supportive and true
friends.
To join us, please email kenningtonscouts@gmail.com. We have a waiting list for kids, but plenty
of space for adults!
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Kennington Women’s Institute
Our Christmas meeting was an enjoyable occasion with food provided by the
members of the committee.
After a quiz we sang carols with Mary Tilston accompanying us on the piano.
We take this opportunity to wish all our members a very happy New Year.
At our next meeting, David Holt will be giving a talk about John Harrison, Clockmaker
Extraordinaire.
Please come along on Wednesday 14th January at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre.

Kennington Youth Club
Keeping a Youth Club running without local authority help is a
precarious business. Because of this uncertainty, we express our
gratitude and thanks to all in the village and beyond on whom we
depend in keeping the doors open for all the young people of
Kennington. In 2014, by doubling the evenings on which we opened
and by introducing IT and Codeclub, much was achieved.
Our resolution for 2015 is to build on those achievements.
There is a looming problem in doing this however. Legally, Tabby and Ellie, our youth workers,
must be supported by at least two adults to ensure smooth running of the Club. This support is
enjoyable and easy; working with young people is a hugely satisfying volunteer occupation.
To date our small committee has successful filled this role, but due to family circumstances we now
have only one person able to commit to supporting the leader on Thursdays. This will inevitably
mean some Thursday closure unless someone out there able to volunteer their time from 7–9 pm
occasionally. You would require to be DBS checked.
So please, please help us keep the Thursday doors open and respond to Roy King on 735864.
Tabby’s New Year programme is looking good. On the back of Christmas Ice Skating our leader
has planned a trip to Splashdown in Poole, Dorset in the early New Year. Then on 26 th January for
the first time, inside the club we look forward to an Archery evening.
The club is open to all Kennington young people on Mondays 6:30–8 pm for school years 6, 7 and
8; and 7:30–9 pm for years 9+.
Thursday includes free Codeclub 7–8 pm, and Youth Club for both age groups from year 5 from 7
to 9 pm. Youth Club costs just a pound per evening.
Our 200 club could do with a few more members. Recent winning numbers have been 3, 8, 18, 33,
15, 5, 24, 19, and 7. This is drawn monthly and the chances of winning are good. But you have to
be in the draw to see your winning number in this article!
Kim Smith, our organiser, will be delighted to give details and sign you up on
kimsmith@ntlworld.com and, who knows, you might be a winner next month. For all other offers
of help or information contact Roy King.
— Roy King, 01865 735864
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
It’s a New Year with Great NEWS! A new-look library—everyone can help out…
➢

Take up or renew your Annual membership to the Friends of Kennington Library for just
£3. (Thank you to those who filled a standing order last year. Your membership will be
automatically renewed.)

➢

In the last week of January, please come and try to borrow your maximum 20 books per
library card so that Dominique and the library staff have less to pack away in February.
(Kennington Library will be closed 16th-20th February.)

Note in your Diary: Two events on Saturday 7th March to celebrate the
New-Look Library. A family event with Korky Paul at 10:30 am and a
musical evening Smoke and Mirrors by Nia Williams performed by
Mezzopiano, Nia Williams & Rebecca Martin.
Show starts at 7:30 pm. Followed by bring-and-share finger buffet and bar.
Tickets £12. More details will be available in the February Newsletter and in
the library.
What else is happening in our Community library
Let’s Connect Evening on Monday 12th at 7:30 pm. Free adult
reader event. By popular request, the return of Jenny Lewis, an
excellent speaker, who will present her new book Taking
Mesopotamia. An Evening Not to be Missed!
The monthly Children under-5 activities
➢

Rhymetime with Isobel, Monday 12th, 2:30–3 pm

➢

Story & Rhyme with Pamela, Wednesday 21st, 10–11 am

Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

Secretary: Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

British Legion Poppy Appeal
Well done, Kennington! The Poppy appeal results for 2014 are now in.
We raised a grand total of £3,398.15, which is £363.25 up on 2013.
A big thank you to all who gave so generously.
Special gratitude to all those who went door to door selling poppies—to you a star and a “smiley
face!
— Barbara Boyne and Suzanne and Kerry Bunt
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Kennington Cancer Fund
We hope all our “Friends” have had a Happy Christmas and look forward to a Good New Year.
Our cheque of £14,000.00 to Professor Harris at the Bazaar is enabling him to purchase with
matching funds from the University a NanoSight NS300, a machine that analyses blood samples for
floating particles of cancer.
Our first event in 2015 is Quiz Night on Friday 6th February at 8 pm. We hope you will join us
for this fun evening.

Kennington Overseas Aid
www.koa.org.uk
Kennington Good Neighbours and Kennington Overseas Aid were founded together
as a means of holding out a hand of friendship to our neighbours in our village and
our neighbours on this planet we share. Do join us to select the project for 2015 on
Wednesday 28th January at 8 pm in St Swithun's Church Hall. Come along and
help choose from the following three proposals.
•

Mali Development Group: The Second Step Project: helping women help
themselves in Sikasso, Mali

•

Standing Voice: Skin Cancer Prevention and Treatment Programme

•

ZANE: Zimbabwe A National Emergency

The full proposals can be downloaded from our web site www.koa.org.uk by clicking on the project
title. Clicking on each charity’s name will take you to the
charity’s own web site. If you would like a printed copy of
the full proposals, please phone or email Marilyn Farr on
326519 or Clive Rodgers on 739447.
If you cannot attend the meeting, you can email a proxy vote
to the secretary, Rebecca Allison, giving first and second
choices. If there isn’t an absolute majority, we drop the least
popular one and vote again.
News
Our project last year was for the Nassio Trust. We got to know its
founder Nancy Hunt well. Nancy was given the NatWest Venus
award for most inspirational woman in Oxfordshire for her work
with disadvantaged children here and in Kenya. If you want to
read her story, you can read a feature that I wrote about her for
The Oxford Times is on www.sylviavetta.co.uk.
The young people whom we supported through the Children’s Radio Foundation are using their
skills to disseminate information on the prevention of Ebola.
Chair: Marilyn Farr 01865 326519
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Kennington History Society
As previewed last month in November, members saw the return of popular local historian and
author, Mark Davies, who gave an entertaining talk entitled Oxford’s Historic Waterways. Mark
is, of course, very knowledgeable about Oxford’s Waterways, having lived on a Narrowboat on the
Oxford Canal for many years, so it was no surprise that the evening was both interesting and
enlightening. Mark covered in great detail the Thames’s historic past both before and after the
medieval period when the river was used for transportation and University Sport.
The History Society’s Christmas event in December was a very interesting and sometimes
humorous presentation by local author and retired senior police officer, Shaun Morley, entitled
Drunk and Riotous, the story of Oxfordshire’s Friendly Societies. This talk explained in great
detail how these village-based ‘Clubs’ helped the local membership to cope with any loss of income
caused by accident or illness, before the advent of the welfare state in 1911. The Societies, who
usually met in the local pub, also arranged an Annual Village Social Event. A very pleasant evening
concluded with the serving delicious sausage rolls and mince pies.
‘this month’
The first event of the new year will be held on Monday 10th January at 7:45 pm in the Methodist
Church, when well-known local author and comedy scrip writer, Richard O Smith, will give an
illustrated talk entitled Britain’s Most Eccentric Sports. Those who were lucky enough to witness
Richard’s previous offering to the History Society last year will remember a very amusing night!
Richard, who lives in Rose Hill, took up full time comedy writing only two years ago, but is now
nationally famous, having written four best selling books. If you missed him last time make sure
you don’t miss January’s visit.
‘next month’
On Monday 16th February at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church, the History Society will hold its
Annual General Meeting. The main items on the Agenda will be the election of the new
Committee and the confirmation of the Members’ Subscriptions for 2016. Another matter to be
resolved will be the destination for the Society’s Annual Summer
Coach Trip.
Following the formal part of the Meeting there will be a Members’
Evening, which will include a film presentation by one of the
Society’s new Co-Chairmen, Bob Johnston, telling us about the
reconstruction of the French Rail Network after the Second World
War.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2.50.
By the time you read this, Members should have received their latest copy of the Times Past, the
Society’s Newsletter, which will include a copy of the Society’s Programme for 2015 and a
Renewal Notice for Membership Subscriptions. Happy New Year.
— George Ross

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.
Large colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Pre-loved pop-up shop
Thank you to all who shopped at our Pre-Loved Pop Up Shop on 8th November.
The proceeds helped to raise £94.00 for Kennington Cancer Fund, £25.00 for Help for Heroes and
£20.00 for Sobell House.
Thank you for all the support and we hope to have another event in 2015.

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website www.kennington.org.
The Parish Council is very pleased to report that Father Christmas raised £150 at last month’s
Carols around the Tree, which the Chairman handed to Kennington Health Centre towards the
rocking horse restoration fund.
Christmas tree recycling has been arranged as in previous years, with both Forest Side and
Playfield Road playing fields car parks being the areas where you can take your old Christmas
trees. Please make sure they are there for collection by Wednesday 14th January.
The Parish Council has set up a Committee together with the
Kennington Playing Fields Committee and the Football Club, to
investigate the possibility of an extension and refurbishment of
the pavilion at Playfield Road playing field. The building is in
need of some TLC; with better facilities, it is hoped that more
residents of the village, both young and old, will use and enjoy
both the open space and a smarter pavilion.
In next month’s edition the Council will ask for your thoughts and ideas regarding the Playfield
Road pavilion.
The Parish Council is pleased with the works at the north end of Kennington, where Oxfordshire
County Council has extended the 30 mph speed restriction to beyond the bypass bridge. It is hoped
that the dragon’s teeth and 30 mph roundel will help reduce the speed of traffic before vehicles
reach the village.
The Parish Council passes on its thanks to the Saïd Business School for working with the Parish
Council and in both organising the works and sharing the costs, as this safety work benefits both
the village and the school. The Council also thanks the Highways Department of Oxfordshire
County Council for its help and advice and for making it happen.
The Parish Council is considering re-siting the Welcome to Kennington signs.
Dates of Council Meetings: January
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting Amenities Committee Planning Committee
10–11 am
7:30 pm
7 pm
8 pm
rd
th
th
Saturday 3
Thursday 8
Tuesday 27
Tuesdays 6th & 27th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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St Swithun’s CE Primary School
A primary school is a great place to be, especially in the run up to Christmas, with lots
of exciting things going on for the children. Our journalists this month are some of our
youngest children: our four- and five-year-olds from Mrs Wilson’s class in Saplings,
who have reported on some of their pre-Christmas learning.
We were treated to not one, but two excellent Christmas plays. As well as the Saplings’ lovely
production, ‘It’s a Kind of Magic’, Key Stage 1 presented ‘The Magical Christmas Jigsaw’, which
told the story of some children who were given a battered wooden
jigsaw with a nativity picture on the lid. With help from the angels, the
Nativity story unfolded as each piece of the jigsaw was put into place.
The children performed brilliantly, helped by a well-written script,
catchy songs, and a good sprinkling of humour. Staff and children
created beautiful sets as well as over 175 costumes! Thank you to all
the children’s parents and grandparents too, for their help with
costumes, and for being enthusiastic and appreciative audiences.
Now we are looking forward to 2015, with new topics and lots of new
learning. From everyone at St Swithun’s Primary School, we wish all
Chronicle readers a very happy and peaceful New Year.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, headteacher.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
Saplings to the Arctic!
Last term the children in Saplings went on the ‘Polar Express’ to find the true magic of Christmas.
We started off the term by being sent some ‘golden tickets’ by the conductor and boarding the Polar
Express in our own school hall. We drank hot chocolate with marshmallows, and from our windows
observed the change of weather and looked out for Arctic animals on the track.
Through our project we explored how ice melts, and found out about the Northern Lights and how
different gases affect the colours in the sky. We also experimented with the ways in which animals
keep warm in the Arctic and carried out surveys on who likes hot
chocolate.
We are very lucky in Saplings to have such an interesting and large
outside classroom. We have been making the polar express using
crates and planks (it is amazing how creative we can be with a
crate!). Teamwork and cooperation skills were needed to make the
fantastic train and a train track that went around the whole of the
garden that you can see in the photograph.
Our Christmas play this year was a quest to find the magic of
Christmas. We ventured on a journey on our very own ‘Polar
Express’ to icy fields, full of grumpy sheep and bossy reindeer, an ice queen’s palace where we ‘Let
it go’, a field with strange snowmen and their snowballs, and finally ended up at the North Pole
where Father Christmas pointed us in the direction of the true magic: Baby Jesus. We all enjoyed
learning the song ‘It’s a Kind of Magic’ to end our play.
Things the children have enjoyed learning this term:
• I loved making the Polar Express with the crates. — James
• I didn’t know that there were rabbits in the Arctic. — Anabel
• I learnt that the Northern Lights were made out of different types of gases. — Ben
• I now know if I put my hand in a bag of fat I won’t feel the cold, icy water and that is how
animals keep warm. — Eden
• I have learnt that if I sprinkle salt on ice it melts. — Reuben
— Mrs Wilson and the ‘Monkeys’ and ‘Giraffes’ groups in Saplings
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10 th
of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
Currently full
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News
not Views. Submissions to include the name and contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.
Badminton
Kennington Walks
Apple Café

Village Centre
Village Centre Car Park
St Swithun’s Church Hall

Regular events
Mondays, 8:30–10:30 pm
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm
January

Sat
3 Parish Office
Mon 5 Festival Group
Tue
6 Parish Council Planning
Wed 7 Kennington Link WI
Thu
8 Parish Council Meeting
Fri
9 First Rehearsal, Kennington Choirs
Sat 10 Oxford Ceilidh: Melbo
Tue 13 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Wed 14 Kennington WI: George Harrison, Clockmaker
Festival Group
Mon 19
Kennington History Society: Most eccentric sports
Tue 20 Ecumenical House Fellowship
Short Service
Wed 21
Kennington Horticultural Society: Social Evening
Tue 27 Parish Council Planning

Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
77A Upper Road
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
Village Centre

10–11 am
2–4 pm
8 pm
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:45 pm
7:30 for 8 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
2:30 pm
10:30 am
7:30 pm
8 pm

February
Festival Group
Kennington Link WI
Kennington Cancer Fund: Quiz Night
Parish Office
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: Members’ Evening
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh: Rockwood
Festival Group
Mon 16
Kenn. History Society: AGM & Members’ Evening
Tue 17 Parish Council Planning
Wed 18 Kennington Horticultural Society: Paradise of Pines

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

2–4 pm
2:15 pm
8 pm
10–11 am
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
8 pm
7:30 pm

Mon
Wed
Fri
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat

2
4
6
7
10
11
12
14

Are you an artist or photographer? Would you like to see your image on the cover of
the Kennington Chronicle? Contact the Editor (page 43) if you have something to share!
Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message
out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 43)
43) is happy to help.
Index of Contents: page 4.
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Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 43.
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

