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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
A piece of music has been going round in me for days. Yesterday, I took the CD and played it as I
drove through the countryside. The music was the Duettino from the Marriage of Figaro. As it soars
sublimely, you want the moment to pause and go on and on. There’s joy, and hope and beauty all
wrapped up in a few notes of Mozart, sung by a couple of women.
Each time I hear that piece of music I remember the scene in the film, the Shawshank Redemption,
when it’s played over the tannoy system of a prison. The man in charge is furious but at that
moment we see hundreds, if not more, of hardened prisoners stand still and listen, enraptured.
Red, a man imprisoned for 30 years for murder, comments afterwards: ‘I have no idea to this day
what those two Italian ladies were singing about. The truth is, I don’t want to know. Some things
are best left unsaid. I like to think they were singing about something so beautiful it can’t be
expressed in words and makes your heart ache because of it. I tell you those voices soared higher
and farther than anybody in a grey place dares to dream. It was like a beautiful bird flapped into our
drab little cage and made those walls dissolve away. And for the briefest of moments every man at
Shawshank felt free.’
The men in Shawshank were trapped by who they were and the crimes they had committed, and I
guess that for all of us there are instants when we too feel trapped. We feel we can’t escape our
current situation and we long for room, freedom, sunshine. and more.
Somehow, that moment in the film expressed an opportunity and a certainty of hope and freedom
for all, even those whose crimes were so terrible that there was nothing outside the walls of the
prison. Yet this piece of music gave them a glimpse of the freedom and mighty love of God who
knows and accepts them as they are. And at that moment, the immenseness of God and his allknowingness was filled with his love, all bound up in a split second of freedom and hope—and joy,
even for those totally imprisoned.
There was a moment like that for Job. He had been hit by every trial that a human can bear, but in
that moment he recognised God. There was a moment when a sinful woman who was to be stoned
for adultery recognised she was free. For Elijah in his desolation and his feeling that death was the
only way out, there was a moment when God was there, not in earthquake or fire, but in silence and
a still small voice.
And there was a moment when, despite the terrible agony of crucifixion, Jesus spoke to the thief
hanging beside him and promised him paradise. (i Job 42:1,2 ii John 4:28,29 iii 1 Kings 19:12,13 iv
Luke 23:43.)
For each of us there will be or have been profound moments like this: when in the sublime,
pregnant pause, God is there whatever we might have been feeling. They don’t happen often, but
when they do, stop. See what happens. Don’t pass them by too quickly. In these moments God is
touching your life. And he has something important to say.
— Pam McKellen
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Services in February
Sun 1st 9:30 am Parish Communion
4:00 pm Play and Pray
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 8th

9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 22nd 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm A Service of Remembrance
and Thanksgiving.
During the service the names of loved ones who
have died will be read out. Please write any you
would like to be mentioned and hand in to the Vicar
or a Warden before the service begins. There will
be similar services on 8th, 6 pm, in Sunningwell and
on 15th, 6 pm, in Radley.

Sun 15th 9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in
Church Hall
6:30 pm Compline
Every Thursday there is a Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Play and Pray is an opportunity for informal family fellowship. It happens on the first Sunday of
each month, so come along on the 1st, any time between 4 and 5 pm. Bring snack food if you want.
The idea is that children can play either in church or out in the grounds, weather depending. We can
share prayer concerns, possibly sing, and end with the Messy Church grace.
On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church. This month Messy Church
will be on the 15th. Enjoyable for everybody, it is church with craft activities that help
people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages enjoy it. We
use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as
doing things together we eat breakfast, have a chat and a short time of worship. It starts
at 9:30 am and usually finishes by 11 am. If you want to know more, come along and sample it!
You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: come and enjoy this service in the
Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Stanislaw Gibzinski
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: fatherstan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish
Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday
9:15 am
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday 11:15 am
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
Monday 6:30 pm
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
4
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN FEBRUARY
1st 10:30 am We welcome the Rev Leslie Marsh to lead our morning worship.
8th
th

15

10:30 am Dr Alan Turner-Smith from Ludgershall will lead our worship today.
10:30 am The Rev John Rowland, from Kennington, will lead our monthly service of
Holy Communion.

22nd 10:30 am First Sunday in Lent: Our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, leads the
second service in our series of Alternative Worship when we do something a little
different. On this first Sunday in Lent we reflect on what the season of Lent
means for our own lives and have the chance to look at ‘prayer stations’ set up in
the Church. Further details from 01865 763676.
MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
The Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship meets at 82 Upper Road on Tuesday 17th (Shrove
Tuesday) at 2:30 pm. All are welcome.
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge this month will be held on Wednesday 25th from
10:30 am to 11 am. We usually begin with a hymn and then read from the Bible and see how its
message can apply to our day-to-day life. We then offer prayer for our local community and our
world. All are welcome. Please note the service is being held on the fourth Wednesday of this
month only.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 2nd at 8 pm at the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
COFFEE MORNING: Tuesday 10th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The January
Coffee Morning raised £99.94. Our following meeting will be Tuesday 10th March at 10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.
5
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Correction from last month’s cover
Last month we provided the wrong name for the child who drew the front cover. It should have read
Jenny Burt. Sorry.

Endeavour Cubs
Endeavour Cubs have had an exciting Autumn
and are looking forward to what the Spring,
Summer and warmer weather will bring. We
started the term with a traditional camp fire and
practised our fire-lighting skills with great
enthusiasm, followed by
singing camp fire songs and
devouring smores with
equal enthusiasm.
We also worked on our Naturalist badge and had a fantastic visit to Harcourt
Arboretum at twilight where we learnt all about identifying different species of
trees from the shape of their leaves, and did some bark rubbing. The Cubs were
greatly entertained by the sight of the peacocks putting themselves to bed in the
lower tree branches!
One of our highlights was the 40 th Oxford Group
outing to Portsmouth in September, which kicked
off our celebrations of 75 years of Scouting in
Kennington. Beavers, Cubs and Scouts all joined
together to visit Spinnaker Tower and the Mary
Rose, and enjoy a boat trip around the harbour.
We rounded off the day with fish and chips in the
park. Later in the term we earned our Cyclist
badge, and we took part in two woodworking sessions led by the Dad of one of our Cubs. Everyone
was extremely proud to have produced two handmade objects—a nesting box and a beautifully
finished bookmark.
This term we’re looking forward to taking part in
a scuba diving and snorkelling event led by the
Oxford Dive Centre, and will be tackling our
Artist badge and the new Disability Awareness
badge. We’ll also be enjoying the many activities
at Youlbury for District camp in May and at our
75th anniversary celebration day in June.
2015 promises to be an exciting year for the 40th
Oxford (Kennington); 75 years is quite an
achievement! We decided that we needed a special badge to commemorate our 75 th Anniversary,
and so asked the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts to design one. The results will be announced shortly;
see next month’s Chronicle. If anyone has a connection to the 40th in previous years (Scouts or
Leaders), perhaps with stories to tell of Scouting in Kennington from days gone by, please get in
touch—we would love to hear from you.
Cubs is open to all children aged 8–10½ years. If you are interested in joining, we have a waiting
list for kids, but plenty of space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
7
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Headway Oxfordshire
Headway Oxfordshire is a local charity, employing a small team of dedicated
people, working with those who are affected by Brain Injury.
We are looking for caring and enthusiastic personal assistants, to assist individuals who have
had brain injuries in their own home, in the community and at our Activity and Rehabilitation
Centre. There is no personal care involved in this role.
Experience of working with Brain Injury is desirable but not essential as training is given. A full
driving licence and consistent availability is essential.
For further information and an application pack, please contact Charlotte Carlisle on 01865 326263
or charlotte@headway-oxford.org.uk.

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website www.kennington.org.
The Christmas tree recycling seemed to be successful again this year, with many of you depositing
your trees at Forest Side and Playfield Road car parks for collection.
You might notice on page 25 that the Parish Council is looking for your thoughts, comments and
ideas with regard to the refurbishment and development of the pavilion at Playfield Road playing
field, and in particular any suggestions for its greater use.
Now for a few pleas to enhance our village: The Parish Council knows that there are many
activities in the run up to Christmas, but reminds everyone who puts up notices advertising these
activities within the village, that it is also their responsibility to remove them after the event.
Dog owners will have noticed that most of the dog bins have been taken away. As explained last
year, this is because of the cost of getting rid of this type of waste. It is cheaper to get rid of mixed
waste—including dog waste. A reminder: you may use the green litter bins for your dog waste.
However, the litter bins that are emptied by the Vale of White Horse (contracted out to Biffa) are
situated on or near the highways. The bins in the playing fields are emptied by the village Play Area
Warden, with the exception of the red bin in the corner of Playfield Road playing field, and he
would be most appreciative if you could use the bins emptied by Biffa.
There will shortly be an additional litter bin in the car park at Playfield Road playing field, which
the Parish Council has arranged for Biffa to empty.
Dates of Council Meetings: February
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting Amenities Committee Planning Committee
10–11 am
7:30 pm
7 pm
8 pm
th
th
Saturday 7
Thursday 12
None this month
Tuesday 17th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Dementia talks
There are miscellaneous talks on Dementia by the Oxford Biomedical Research Centre during
March. If you are interested, please find details on their website oxfordbrc.nihr.ac.uk.

Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.

Meet Winnie the Witch & Korky Paul at the opening celebration of our new-look
library on Saturday 7th March, 10:30 am–12 noon. Also helping us celebrate will be Helen
Peacocke, the food writer of The Oxford Times.
To help pay for the refit , please buy a square of the Oxtopian library for
just £5 and have a 1-in-100 chance of winning an original Korky Paul
picture (write your name in a square in the library).
The library will be closed from Monday 16 th to Saturday 21st
February inclusive. Sorry for any inconvenience but it will be worth it!
It will reopen Monday 23rd February at 2 pm.
Evening celebration, Saturday 7th March: Smoke and mirrorS by Nia Williams
Performed by Mezzopiano, the wonderful Nia Williams & Rebecca Martin. The
show starts at 7:30 pm but come early to get your preferred unnumbered seat and
enjoy the new-look library and a free celebratory drink. The show will be followed
by a bring and share finger buffet.
Tickets £12 available from Helen on helen.forey@btinternet.com, Sylvia Vetta on
07809054969, or at the library.
February author talk: Wednesday 4th, 10:30 am–12 noon
Guest speaker novelist Eliza Graham, author of the best-seller Playing with the
Moon, will introduce her latest novel, The One I Was, a family saga set in a Vale
of White Horse country house.
Don’t miss this great coffee morning and find out more about her and her novels.
Rhymes and story times with Pamela will be Monday 9th at 2:30 pm.
Don’t forget to join or renew your FOKL membership 2015 (£3 per annum).
You don’t have to be a member to come to any of the above but FOKL appreciates any help you
can give including our annual membership fee. We have charitable status so now you can Gift Aid
your donation too!
Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
10
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Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship
The next meeting will be at 2:30 pm on Tuesday 17th February at 82 Upper Road.
All are welcome to this friendly meeting.

St Swithun’s CE Primary School
Our vision for our school is Inspiring Learning, Nurturing Aspiration, and we aim to
ensure that our curriculum really is inspiring learning. The start of our spring terms saw
all our pupils embarking on new topics. Children in Saplings are finding out ‘How to
train a dragon’, whilst Year 1s are ‘making sense of their senses’. Our lower juniors are
enjoying their science-based astronomical topic ‘What is out there?’
We usually start each new topic with an activity, event or visit that excites and inspires the children.
Saplings discovered ‘dragons’ eggs’ had arrived in their classroom! Year 1s explored ‘feely boxes’
using their senses and the lower juniors had a great time when an Explorer Dome arrived in the hall
and the children were able to learn lots about space.
We have two reports for you this month, so read all about what children in Year 2 from Poplar Class
have been up to at the start of their topic (page 21), as well as the report from Year 5 and 6 pupils in
Larch Class (page 13). All the children (and their teachers) certainly seem to have enjoyed the start
to their topics. I hope that you enjoy reading their reports.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, headteacher.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

Whizz Bang—Wow! (Larch Class—St Swithun’s School)
At the beginning of each term we have a ‘Whizz Bang’
activity to introduce us to the new theme we will be
learning about. This term Years 5/6 are learning all about
‘Victorian Scientists and Evolution’. The theme has the title
‘Darwin’s Discoveries’. We had lots of fun on the second
day back at school, our ‘Whizz Bang Day’, as we visited
each Year 5/6 teacher to find out about our new learning.
We met Charles Darwin, and found out about his life and
how he came up with his ideas on evolution. We also learnt
about some finches that Darwin studied on an island and
how the size of their beaks helped them to survive, not
finches with different-sized beaks. We got to pretend to be
finches (although we had different sized tweezers and not
different sized beaks!), which was good fun. Lastly, we found out about how old scientists think our
planet is and why. We were amazed at how long it took for animals to appear, let alone humans. It
was interesting to find out about fossils and think about how scientists might have grouped them, to
help them study them.
We have an extra bit to go for our ‘Whizz Bang’ day—a visit to meet some Victorian female
explorers and scientists, at the Pitt Rivers Museum.
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Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-yous and bereavements. Please keep
notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 43).
100th Birthday
Thank you to all the people in Kennington who sent me flowers and cards for my 100 th birthday. I
had 65 cards!
— Eileen Keep

Kennington Youth Club
First and foremost a big thank you to Helen and Alan, who responded to our Kennington
Chronicle appeal last month for volunteers to help keep the Youth Club open on Thursdays. It was
such a relief to get this input into our biggest problem at present, which is two adults per session to
support the leader by their presence.
Thank you Helen and Alan—is there anyone else out there who can spare two
hours on Thursday from time to time? If so please get in touch with Roy King
below—you will certainly be welcomed for this straightforward satisfying
service.
The big activity in KYC at present is leaning about Arts Award, an empowering process of
creative exploration for young people. It began at our youth club in January and will run for
approximately eight weeks terminating in March. We are fortunate to have the services of Emmy
Tulane-Cassia from Oxfordshire Youth to guide this project.
Tabby, our resident leader, is also part of the process and is enthusiastically equipping herself in
skills required to enable a possible continuation programme beyond March. This is an exciting
venture encompassing a variety of opportunities to suit young people between ages 11 and 19.
These include trips, the New Theatre, street dance classes, singing classes and much much more. It
is not too late to become part of it if you are not currently a Youth Club member. Just get in touch
with Roy King or drop in on a Monday evening and speak to Tabby or Ellie.
Our Archery evening, billed last month as taking place in January, has now been moved to
Monday 2nd February. This is to enable those members who will be at Glasbury with Matthew
Arnold on 26th January to enjoy both.
February is promising to be a busy month after the Archery. The graffiti artist Kliener Shames is
leading the young people in their designing part of our club as a graffiti wall on Monday 16th
February. All are welcome to participate.
We have also been invited to take part in a boys’ football tournament at Watlington on Tuesday 3 rd
February, and although the Poole splashdown trip hasn’t happened, it is pending a date when most
can participate.
Details of Codeclub and opening times are available in last month’s Kennington Chronicle, or from
Roy King below together with any other questions you have concerning the Youth Club. Should
you wish to support us by becoming a member of our 200 club, e-mail Kim Smith on
kimsmith@ntlworld.com who will be pleased to sign you up.
— Roy King, 01865 735864
14
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Guides Table Top Sale
The Kennington Village Centre is the venue once again for Girlguiding
Thames District Table Top Sale.
Saturday 14th March, 10 am–12 noon
There will be a Raffle, Fairtrade Refreshments and Home Made Cakes on sale.
Tables are available at the same low price of £5. To book, phone Margaret on 01865 730353 or Liz
on 01865 730053.

Citizens Advice Bureau
The fourth semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) — www.caox.org.uk
Recent years have seen an increase in the number of people visiting the Citizens Advice Bureau
after the breakdown of a marriage or a relationship.
Where children are involved, one issue that frequently arises is that the father is seeking the right to
keep his children living with him, or the right to visit them. Fathers are often concerned that the
judge will favour the children’s mother and that hiring a lawyer to obtain a court order will be far
too expensive. Going to court over your children is a last resort, as it is costly and time-consuming.
If you are a separated father in this situation, the first recourse should be for you to come to an
agreement with your partner about the care of your children. If this is not possible, the next step is
to enlist the help of a local family mediation service in order to solve the dispute out of court. You
must prove that you have considered mediation before you go to court, but this does not apply in
some cases, e.g. if there has been domestic abuse. Legal aid is sometimes available to help pay for
mediation, whereas it is not available for the court proceedings of private family law cases. You can
find out more about availability at www.familymediationhelpline.co.uk.
Decisions reached with the mediation service are not legally binding, and mediation is not a
substitute for legal advice. You will be encouraged to consult a solicitor during the mediation
process to advise you on the personal consequences of your decisions.
At the end of mediation, the decisions you have reached can be used as the basis for a divorce
settlement or a legal separation agreement.
An unmarried father doesn’t necessarily have the right to play a role in his children’s future, even
though he might be supporting them financially. This right will depend on whether he has parental
responsibility for the child. Fathers who are named on their child’s birth certificate (if it dates from
2003 or after) do have parental responsibility. Another way to obtain parental responsibility is to
ask the court for an order.
If you want your children to live with you, you will need to apply for a residence order. If the
children will be living with their mother, you will need to apply for a contact order. This will set out
the kind of contact you will have with your children—for example how often you can see them or
take them away on holiday. It can be a good idea to apply to the court for both a contact order and a
parental responsibility order at the same time, if you don’t already have parental responsibility.
If you are thinking of going to court to deal with arrangements for your children, you should
consult an experienced adviser, which you can do for free at a Citizens Advice Bureau, or go to
www.adviceguide.org.uk to find out more.
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New Year’s Day Walk 2015 and 2016
Five intrepid walkers maintained the tradition of walking the bounds on New Year’s Day. It was a
bit heavy underfoot in places but a most pleasant two hours.
Please put in your 2016 Diary a reminder:
New Year’s Day Walk, Friday 1st January 2016, 11:00, Village Centre Car Park
A reminder will be in the Village Diary, the November and December Chronicles, and noticeboards
around the village.
— Roger Dennett, 07837 191893

Kennington Women’s Institute
The President discussed the business issues arising from the committee meeting
and identified forthcoming events outlined in ‘News and Views’, the WI
magazine. The President then welcomed David Holt to talk to us about John
Harrison, Clockmaker Extraordinaire!
David Holt is a resident of Kennington and always gives an excellent, well researched talk. This
was no exception. He kept us entertained and amused with anecdotes and facts about John
Harrison. Harrison was born in 1693, the son of a carpenter. He too became a carpenter and
developed an interest in clocks, making a wooden clock for his employer in Brocklesby Hall,
Lincolnshire—where it can still be seen to this day.
Harrison’s interest in clocks developed into an interest in navigational instruments and he worked
on four prototype clocks to enable longitude to be found. He tested his clocks on journeys but it
appeared that several parties got in his way, including some prominent astrologers of the day.
Hopes of gaining monetary reward for his inventions were continuously thwarted despite proving
the value of his inventions on long, arduous, sea voyages.
As time passed a navigational sextant was developed much more cheaply than Harrison’s £75,000
chronometer, but, as so often happens in history, his true value and influence in developing
navigational instruments that safeguard all who sail the seas, has only recently been acknowledged.
His three prototype clocks H1, H2, H3 can be seen alongside H4, a much smaller compact clock at
the Royal Observatory, Greenwich.
Should you have the opportunity of hearing David speak, either by going along to the History
Society or coming to the WI when David gives future talks, I would recommend it; he never
disappoints and you will leave having learnt something new.
Our next meeting is on 11th February when there is a members’ evening, which includes a raffle and
a bring and buy stall. All welcome. This is followed in March by our AGM and a talk on the Oxford
Canal. More in next month’s Chronicle.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs are continuing rehearsals for their spring
concert, which will take place in the Chapel of Exeter College in Oxford and will be of two works:
the Requiem by Derufle and the Requiem by Faure.
Both composers are French, and there will be some French organ music played by Jamal Sutton.
This will take place on Sunday 19th April at 2:30 pm.
If you would like to be part of this experience, rehearsals are held in the Methodist Church Hall in
Upper Road on every Friday evening from 7:45 pm to 10 pm. There is still time to come along
and you would be made most welcome.
All details on our web site www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.

Round the Word Flight (Poplar Class—St Swithun’s School)
Our new topic for this term is Around the World in 80 Dishes based on the Jules Verne’s classic tale
of Phileas Fogg’s journey in Around the World in 80 Days.
To kick start our new topic, we packed our suitcases with everything we would need for a round the
world trip, double checked that we had our tickets and passports and boarded a St Swithun’s
Airways flight in our own school hall
that traced Phileas Fogg’s own
journey.
We made a few stops along the way
and in each country we sampled the
local delicacies: a tasty baguette in
France; pitta bread and houmous in
Egypt; vegetable samosas in India;
vegetable spring rolls in Hong Kong;
a sip of green tea in Japan; and a
delicious chocolate milkshake in the
USA.
When we finally landed back in the UK and got through passport control we were excited to
recount all the historical monuments that we had seen and the tasty food we had sampled.
Since returning, we have plotted our journey on a map of the world and learnt the names of the
oceans and seas that we crossed to get to our destinations.
This term’s topic will also see us cooking a dish from each country we stopped at on our journey,
beginning with a trip to Pizza Express on 22nd January for a lesson in how to make our own pizzas.
“It was the most exciting flight I have ever been on” —Lucas, aged 6
“The food was delicious” — Sumaiya, aged 6
“I tried food that I have never eaten before and I loved the spring rolls” — Rudi, aged 6
21

Kennington History Society
As we go to press Society members are eagerly awaiting the January visit of well known local
author and comedy scrip writer, Richard O Smith, who will be giving an illustrated talk entitled,
Britain’s Most Eccentric Sports. Those who were lucky enough to see Richard’s offering last year
will know they are in for an amusing night!
‘this month’
On Monday 16th February at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church the History Society will hold its
Annual General Meeting. The main items on the Agenda are the election of the new Committee
and the confirmation of the Members’ Subscriptions for 2016. Another matter to be resolved will be
the destination for the Society’s Annual Summer Coach Trip.
Following the formal part of the Meeting there will be a Members’ Evening, which will include a
film presentation by one of the Society’s new Co-Chairmen, Bob Johnston, telling us about the
reconstruction of the French Rail Network after the Second World War.
‘next month’
The History Society’s next meeting will be held as usual in the
Methodist Church on Monday 16th March starting at 7:45 pm.
It is pleasing to report that this event will see the return that
wonderful speaker local historian, Liz Woolley, who will give an
illustrated talk entitled, Children and the Second World War.
Don’t miss it!
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2.50.
— George Ross

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, www.stuartmabbuttgardeningltd.com
The Big Garden Birdwatch
With the distraction of the festive and New Year season ringing in my ears, I write this wildlife
gardening article.
Again, inspiration. What’s my inspiration? Over the top of this computer screen I can see all the
birds gathering around the multiple feeders. Petty squabbles and conversations abound out there. I
wish I could understand what they are chattering about!
Mini-dramas like this are entertaining, which turns my mind toward The Big Garden Birdwatch.
Were you ready? The Big Garden Birdwatch is one hour in the last weekend of January; this year
was the 24th and 25th. You record only the maximum number of each species you see at any one
time; accordingly, if you see one greenfinch 10 times in the hour that counts as one, but if at any
point you saw two at the same time, your count is two.
The impact of so many people being involved in Big Garden Birdwatch has increased much of our
understanding of our garden birds. A clear snapshot of our gardens for wildlife is gained, and it is
an easy way of getting our children interested in Mother Nature right on our doorstep.
Happy Gardening.
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The Pavilion Project
As mentioned in last month’s Chronicle, the Parish
Council has set up a Committee together with the
Kennington Playing Fields Committee to investigate
the possibility of an extension and refurbishment of
the pavilion at Playfield Road playing field. The
building is in need of some TLC, and with better
facilities it is hoped that more residents of the village,
both young and old, will use and enjoy both the open
space and a smarter pavilion.
In order to help committee gauge what residents of
the village would like from the pavilion, its members would very much appreciate your thoughts
and ideas regarding the Playfield Road pavilion, in particular any suggestions for its greater use.
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Anne Feather, at clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk or 01865 421126, or
write to 20 Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5NZ. Please respond by end of February as the
next meeting is planned for the beginning of March.

Kennington Playing Fields Association
The Management Committee of the Kennington Playing Fields Association is looking for two
members of the public to serve on the Committee.
Anyone with an interest in play, sport or playing fields would be welcome. No specialist knowledge
or experience is required.
Meetings are usually held on the first or second Wednesday evening of the month, and normally
last for less than an hour.
Please respond to the Secretary at 102 Kennington Road, telephone 01865 730209, or email
bobtjohnston@gmail.com.

Kennington Festival Group
At our first meeting in 2015 we celebrated Eileen’s 100 th birthday in style with a
beautiful birthday cake made by Sam Smith, daughter of one of our members, and
toasted her with a glass of sherry. This was Eileen’s treat to all our members and she
thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon.
We are a really friendly group and would love to see some new faces. Please do come along if you
need some company, have a cup of tea and a chat. Join in the activities if you want to. You are
welcome to come along at 3:15 when we have finished our game of Bingo to meet us all if you
don’t fancy playing.
We meet in the Village Centre fortnightly on Mondays from 2 to 4 pm. Our next meetings are on 2nd
and 16th February and 2nd March.
Our members were sad to hear that Jean Lloyd, one of our founder members, has passed away. Jean
was a lovely lady who had a dry sense of humour, always had a smile and a word for everyone,
very caring and helped many people in the village. She was a long-standing committee member and
Chairman for many years and will be missed by us all.
If you would like more information about us please do ring me. I could always come and visit you.
We can provide transport for those with mobility problems. To find out more please ring Margaret
on 01865 730353 or email me at mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.
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1st Kennington Guides
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
We started this term with our Traditions of Guiding badge. We practised
marching into horseshoe formation and how to tie a bedding roll for camp to keep it waterproof
whatever the weather. We are also learning about semaphore before celebrating with one of our
favourite traditions, toasted marshmallows.
The remainder of the term includes a trip to see the KADS pantomime, working towards the
Confectioner badge and celebrating World Thinking Day, when Girl Guides and Girl Scouts around
the globe mark the birthday of Guiding’s founder.
We are looking forward to our survival-themed holiday during the half term break and are
continuing to make plans for our main residential event of the Guiding year, Quest 2015. We will
join with 500 Guides from across Oxfordshire and beyond for this activity-filled summer camp.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. You do not need to have been a Brownie to join. If you'd like to
join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More
information, including opportunities for girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Forthcoming events
Wednesday 18th February, 7:30 pm, Village Centre: Marilyn Farr will present A Paradise of
Pines, an illustrated history of Bournemouth’s Historic Central Gardens. Admission £2 for
members and £3 for non-members. Refreshments complimentary.
Wednesday 18th March, 7:30 pm, Village Centre: Rosy Hardy will give a talk on Early Summer
Perennials.
For those members who have difficulty getting to the village hall in winter, we will try and arrange
transport. Telephone Pat Leggett on 326403.
Kennington Open Gardens Day 2015: With the co-operation of KHS, Kennington Overseas Aid
is planning an Open Gardens Day this year. For further details please see the KOA entry on page
29. If you would be interested in opening your garden, Marilyn Farr would be delighted to hear
from you on Oxford 326519.
Bampton Garden Plants, Buckland Road, Bampton OX18 2AA: We have secured a 10%
discount on plants & shrubs purchased at Bampton Garden Plants, on presentation of a membership
card. Don’t forget the 10% discount at Yarnton Nurseries too!

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Kennington Link WI
It was a pleasure to start the New Year with our winter Members’ Meeting. After
being welcomed by the President, our Annual Subscriptions and Resolution Forms
(from WI Life) were gathered in.
There were just a few business matters to attend to, which included details of the forthcoming AGM
in March. A message of thanks had been received from Valerie Bale for her recent flowers. Names
were taken for next month’s Founder’s Day lunch, and lastly we looked through News & Views,
noting several items of interest which were brought to our attention.
After a customary tea-break we assembled to hear a mixture of readings, talks and memories by
several members. There were descriptions of a trip to Downing Street and a meeting with Prince
Charles at St James’s Palace. We heard the story behind an unusual American brooch that had been
a gift at the end of WWII. The most unexpected item on display was an old-fashioned block of
cooking salt that had been carefully kept by the owner since she was a girl; this brought back some
long-forgotten memories. The afternoon ended with an amusing reading from one of Gervase
Phinn’s books, guaranteed to chase away any post-Christmas blues.
Next month we will celebrate Founder’s Day with lunch at The Bowyers Arms in Radley. This
will be on Wednesday 4th February at 12:30 pm—see you there!

Kennington Overseas Aid
www.koa.org.uk
KOA was founded in 1969. It has been remarkably successful—Kennington is the only
village in the country that every year funds an overseas project. Its success is due to the
fact that KOA’s heart is our own community and in encouraging community spirit. KOA
has worked hard to enhance musical and artistic activities in the primary school, and
through Lunch4Learning arranged a link between St Swithun’s and a school in Uganda.
We organise popular events such as the Fun Run & Walk in Bagley Wood, the KOA shop, and the
always sold out opening cabaret night. This year The Magic of Musicals will take place on
Saturday 18th April. Here is your chance to reserve a ticket before the rush! Email Sylvia at
sylviavetta@gmail.com.
This year our chairwoman Marilyn Farr, who is also active in the Horticultural Society, wants to
transmit this message:
Calling all keen gardeners!
KOA is planning to organise a Kennington Open Gardens
Day this year, probably in the second half of June. It is
several years since we have done this, but in the past this
has always been an enjoyable event. If you would like
your garden to be one of those that open please get in
touch with Marilyn Farr. We’re not looking for perfect
show gardens. Visitors are more interested in enjoying the
atmosphere of a well-loved garden and gleaning ideas that
they might achieve in their own gardens.
Chair: Marilyn Farr, 01865 326519, marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk
Vice-Chair: Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, sylviavetta@gmail.com
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10 th
of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
Currently full
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News
not Views. Submissions to include the name and contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.
Apple Café
Badminton
Kennington Walks
Swimming Club
Mon
Wed
Fri
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat

Regular events
Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Mondays 8:30–10:30 pm
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Mondays 88:30 pm. Saturdays 9–10 pm

February
Festival Group
Kennington Link WI
Kennington Cancer Fund: Quiz Night
Parish Office
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: Members’ Evening
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh: Rockwood
Festival Group
Kenn. History Society: AGM & Members’ Evening
Ecumenical House Fellowship
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Horticultural Society: Paradise of Pines
Alternative Worship
Short Service

2
4
6
7
10
11
12
14

Mon 16
Tue

St Swithun’s Church Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre Car Park
Radley College

17

Wed 18
Sun 22
Wed 25

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
82 Upper Road
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Edith Court Lounge

2–4 pm
2:15 pm
8 pm
10–11 am
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
2:30 pm
8 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
10:30 am

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre

2–4 pm
2:15 pm
8 pm
8 pm
10–11 am
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
7:30 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
7:30 pm
11 am
2–4 pm
8 pm

March
Mon
Wed
Fri
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon
Wed
Sat
Mon
Tue

2 Festival Group
Kennington Link WI
4
Kennington Memorial Field AGM & Uganda Wildlife
6 Kennington Cancer Fund: Cheese & Wine
7 Parish Office
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
10
Parish Council Planning
11 Kennington WI
12 Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Guides Table Top Sale
14
Oxford Ceilidh: New Band Anglo
Festival Group
16
Kenn. History Society
18 Kenn. Horticultural Society: Early Summer Perennials
28 St Swithun’s Church Jumble Sale
30 Festival Group
31 Parish Council Planning

Are you an artist or photographer? Would you like to see your image on the cover of
the Kennington Chronicle? Contact the Editor (page 43) if you have something to share!
Index of Contents: page 3.
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Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 43.
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