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I was somewhat angry when somebody dented the back bumper of my car in the car park of a well
known local shop, and didn’t leave a note or any contact details. Some days later I went to the
Village shop and reversing out hit the largest red bin you see around! Then, I felt pretty mortified
and cross with myself—and I’m still plucking up the courage to go to see about getting it repaired.
I was reflecting on this as I walked down the avenue of Limes the other day and an old hymn
sprang into my mind and began singing itself to me.
Teach me, my God and King, in all things thee to see, that what I do in anything to do it as for thee.
I walk through the Limes quite a lot. Each day it is different: a red sunrise followed by a flurry of
snow; a gloomy, misty morning with rain in the air; crisp frost and clear blue skies… or just an
ordinary day! Each day brings a new experience—today it was a cluster of bulbs. If I can see each
day as a set of circumstances that God is a part of, it will be good, whatever the frustrations over
the car or whatever else.
George Herbert wrote that hymn in 1633. In some ways, his life was immensely privileged, both in
background and in education. He became a fellow of his college and was later elected to the
parliament of James I. When James died he became a priest in a small church near Salisbury, wrote
poems, made music, and was a well loved priest in his community. But despite all this, he suffered
ill health most of his life and died aged 39. He believed that God was in all that happened, both in
life around him and in his own personal circumstances. His poetry, still widely read, covers a whole
range: his rage at God and devotion to God are often there expressed in a single poem.
Maybe what I am getting to is that if we see God is a part of all that we do and all that happens to
us, we can look at life differently. We can be full of gratitude, not
Piglet noticed that even
niggles or fears!

though he had a Very Small
But sometimes life seems challenging and hard. We are damaged and Heart, it could hold a rather
can feel that the God we had hoped for seems to have deserted us and large amount of Gratitude.
Winnie the Pooh, A A Milne

left us not knowing where we are up to or who to trust. We have to
acknowledge this and try to find ways of opening our eyes and seeing that he is still with us and
promises never to leave or fail us. Sometimes we just have to hang in, trusting that we will find
comfort and answers and ways through.

Sheila Cassidy, who was tortured in Chile, wrote, “In my powerlessness, suffering and captivity
there remained to me one freedom: I could abandon myself into the hands of God… In suffering we
can spend our energy in bitterness and despair, battering against the cage we feel we are in, or we
can come alongside God in prayer and take up our own cross, whatever it is.” What we do is our
choice.
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The other evening I was told the story of some children who survived the concentration camps of
the Second World War. They were so traumatised by what had happened to them that they struggled
to sleep. But a person who was looking after them noticed that if they went to bed holding a piece
of bread, they could sleep, knowing that they would have something to eat in the morning.
Perhaps we can take a leaf out of Herbert’s book and learn to see that the God who is in every part
of our life—beauty or problems, dented cars or difficult challenges—is always with us and
concerned about us. Maybe we can go to sleep remembering that God says to us:
Fear not, for I am with you;
be not dismayed for I am your God;
I will strengthen you, I will help you,
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41)
— Pam McKellen
Services in March
Sun 1st 9:30 am Parish Communion
4:00 pm Play and Pray
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 8th
Sun 15

9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline
th

9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in
Church Hall
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 22nd 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Service of Remembrance and
Thanksgiving.
Sun 29th Palm Sunday
9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Every Thursday there is a Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Women’s World Day of Prayer: This year the service has been written by the women of the
Bahamas. It will be in the Methodist church at 2 pm on Friday 6th. Everybody is very
welcome.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Play and Pray is an opportunity for informal family fellowship. It happens on the first Sunday of
each month, so come along on the 1st, any time between 4 and 5 pm. Bring snack food if you want.
The idea is that children can play either in church or out in the grounds, weather depending. We can
share prayer concerns, possibly sing, and end with the Messy Church grace.
On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church. This month Messy Church
will be on the 15th. Enjoyable for everybody, it is church with craft activities that help
people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages enjoy it. We
use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as
doing things together we eat breakfast, have a chat and a short time of worship. It starts at 9:30 am
and usually finishes by 11 am. If you want to know more, come along and sample it! You would be
very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: come and enjoy this service in the
Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road
01865 763676
Headington
Oxford
Email:
OX3 8AX
minister@limewalk.org.uk
You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday. Our services are led by Ministers
and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite you to join us.
SERVICES IN MARCH
1st 10:30 am (Lent 2) Our morning service will be led by Dr Robert Protherough from
Headington.
th
8
10:30 am (Lent 3) Simeon Mitchell from Oxford will lead our worship today.
th
15 10:30 am (Lent 4) Mothering Sunday. The Rev Judy Turner-Smith, one of our
Supernumerary Ministers from Ludgershall, will lead our monthly service of
Holy Communion.
nd
22 10:30 am (Lent 5) Passion Sunday, the first Sunday in Lent. Our own Minister, the Rev
Rosemary Davies, leads the third service in our series of Alternative Worship,
when we do something a little different. This will be followed by the Annual
General Meeting.
6:30 pm The Circuit Service at Wesley Memorial Church in Oxford for the accreditation
of Rachel Blainey as a Circuit Local Preacher.
29th 10:30 am (Lent 6) Palm Sunday. Our morning service will be led by the Rev Jean King,
one of our Supernumerary Ministers from Headington.
MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
The Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship meets on Tuesday 17th at 2:30 pm at 45 Cranbrook Drive.
All are welcome.
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge this month will be held on Wednesday 18th from
10:30 am to 11 am. We usually begin with a hymn and then read from the Bible and see how its
message can apply to our day-to-day life. We then offer prayer for our local community and our
world. All are welcome.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 2nd at 8 pm at the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
COFFEE MORNING: Tuesday 10th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The February
Coffee Morning raised £86.65. Our following meeting will be Tuesday 14th April at 10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.
5

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Stanislaw Gibzinski
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: fatherstan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish
Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday
9:15 am
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday 11:15 am
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
Monday 6:30 pm
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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40th Oxford (Kennington) Sea Scouts—75 Years Young
Describing the history of our group, which has been a part of Kennington for so long and important
to so many of you, is quite a challenge. So why not start with a provocative statement? In some
ways, none of the words in the title is true!
Scouting has always aligned itself with County Councils, so we began as the 16 th North Berks
Scout Group. We could claim to be 88 years old as the first ‘16 th’ opened in November 1927, led by
a C E Berry with 23 members, but closed again in October 1928. The group restarted in 1940, when
it was ‘spun off’ from another group that, we believe, had become swollen with evacuees from the
cities.
We only became ‘Kennington’ and ‘Sea Scouts’, but still the 16 th North Berks, in February 1953.
That too did not last as, in May 1958, the Sea Scouts title was dropped for an unknown period, at
the same time as the name changed to the 40th Oxford.
However, the Group was later ‘Royal Navy Recognised’, an accolade only allocated to the 100
‘best’ Sea Scout Groups in the country. Though we may not be that now, our allegiance to the
waters continue.
The Scout movement today is growing rapidly in
numbers, though it has not always been so. The 40 th
has twice been a new home for members of groups
that had to close: the 42nd Oxford in 2000 and the 14th
Oxford in 2005. But, certainly for the last 30 years,
we have had a steady 100 uniformed members.
So, we decided that 2015 is a good year in which to
celebrate. A Scouting tradition is to then have an
anniversary birthday badge, which those in uniform
get to wear until November. The winning design was
drawn up by one of the scouts and there were runners
from the Scouts, Cubs and Beavers—more on this to follow.
The anniversary programme kicked off in
September last year with the trip to Portsmouth. The
Scouts appropriately went all over HMS Warrior,
which is the Scout Troop’s own name, and a group
photo was taken outside HMS Victory. Our usual
firework night event (this year on 31st October) will
conclude the programme with two special elements:
A Halloween Fancy Dress Competition and some
specially commissioned Fireworks.
The big celebration will be on 6th June at Youlbury.
Our members will be doing activities in the morning but friends and families are welcome to join us
in the afternoon for more activities, a BBQ and camp fire.
But, by this point in the article you might be saying both “That’s not correct” about the history and
“I’d like to go to that” about the party. If so then that’s great. Just drop a line to
stephen.daniels0@gmail.com or call on 07970 817109. Indeed, we are keen to put on a display of
40th history, so if you have material we can copy or borrow do please let us know.
We hope to see you there!
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk.
Election Year for Parish Council: Have you thought of becoming a Parish Councillor?
If you are aged 18 or over; on the electoral role; a citizen of the UK, Commonwealth, EU or
Ireland; and resident in or within 3 miles of the parish, or own land or work in the parish, you are
eligible to be nominated.
If you are able to attend regular evening meetings; interested in local issues, preferably not just a
single issue;
And have: An understanding and willingness to represent the views of the whole community; an
interest in being an effective councillor;
You could be just what the Parish Council is looking for. On our website kennington-pc.gov.uk you
will find a job description that may help you understand more of what is expected from a Parish
Councillor.
Nominations will need to be handed in to the Vale of White Horse District Council by 4 pm on
Thursday 9th April 2015.
Nomination papers together with guidance notes will be made available by the District Council by
mid-March. The Parish Council will have copies and you will also be able to get them from the
elections office of the Vale of White Horse District Council or from its website.
The post of Parish Councillor is voluntary, with only expenses paid when necessary.
Forest Side playing field
The issue of cars parking on the field at Forest Side has been reported to the Council a number of
times over the past few months, which during the winter months turns the beginning of the field
into a muddy mess.
The Parish Council is considering extending the car parking for this amenity, as the field is used far
more now than when the original car parking arrangements were planned.
You might have noticed that the village now has a third defibrillator; this one has been installed
outside Kirlena Residential Home at the north end of Kennington Road. It is housed in the same
bright yellow cabinet, which cannot be missed.
Dates of Council Meetings: March
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting Amenities Committee Planning Committee
10–11 am
7:30 pm
7 pm
8 pm
th
th
st
Saturday 7
Thursday 12
Tuesday 31
Tuesdays 10th & 31st
The Amenities Committee meeting may be cancelled if not needed. Planning applications are
considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of the plan as it has only 21
days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk immediately you receive
notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any neighbour objections. Plans can
be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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KOA sponsored knit
The KOA Sponsored Knit will be held at Edith Court on Saturday 18th April from 2 pm to 4 pm.
Does anyone have any spare double knitting wool that they wish to dispose of? The KOA
Sponsored Knit would be very grateful to receive it. Wool can be dropped off at 73 Upper Road
(Linda Frankum) 01865 739758. Thank you in anticipation. Sponsorship forms are also available.

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Forthcoming events
Wednesday 18th March, 7:30 pm: Village Centre
We are delighted to welcome Rosy HARDY of Hardy’s Cottage Plants based at Whitchurch,
Hampshire. Nineteen-times gold medal winner at the Chelsea Flower Show, and the most
successful woman exhibitor at Chelsea, Rosy Hardy has become a familiar face to dedicated showgoers. She is also a regular exhibitor at major flower shows around the country. Her high profile
nursery is set in 13 acres of stunning Hampshire countryside.
Hardy’s is a small independent family-run nursery producing a wide range of home-grown
herbaceous perennials, grown outdoors in peat-free compost, ready for the garden. They are
breeders and introducers of interesting new perennial varieties specialising in a huge choice of
herbaceous plants, particularly hardy geraniums, penstemons, salvia, verbascum and viola.
Rosy’s illustrated talk is entitled “Early Summer Perennials” and promises to be an excellent
evening. She will also bring a variety of plants for sale.
Members £2. Non-members £3. Refreshments complimentary.
The committee has finalised next year’s programme commencing 1 April, and plans to begin
delivering the new programme and schedule in early March. New members are welcome. To join,
telephone the treasurer on 01865 730961. Membership remains at £1 for a year.
Our first event in the new programme will be an illustrated talk “Gardens of Japan” presented by
Malcolm Brownsword on Wednesday 22nd April, 7:30 pm in the Village Centre.
Members £2, non-member guests £3. Refreshments complimentary.
For any of our meetings we will try and arrange transport for those members with difficulty getting
to the Village Centre. Telephone Pat Leggett on 326403
Saturday 9th May, 10 am–12 noon, St Swithun’s Church Grounds: Plant Sale
If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock-down prices, come along to our plant sale. A
limited number of tables are available at £9 each. Tables must be booked in advanced with Alison
Peedell on 730961 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.
Looking ahead: We have three outings arranged for this year:
➢

24th June: Evening visit to Bridewell Organic Gardens

➢

25th July: Coach Outing to Bristol Botanic Garden

➢

25th September: Wisley Flower Show
13

Kennington Playgroup
It was over five years since they last visited, so it wasn’t really a surprise last month when I got the
call that Ofsted had arrived to inspect the playgroup. We have a fantastic team at the Playgroup and
it’s to their great credit that we can announce that the Playgroup received a rating of ‘Good’, with
some Outstanding qualities.
Are we disappointed to have just missed out on ‘Outstanding’? No, Ofsted’s feedback is
confirmation of what parents already knew—that we provide a caring environment that supports
children's developing independence. In addition Ofsted said:
– Staff deliver consistently good quality teaching.
– Children show high levels of engagement, and concentrate for an extended length of time.
– A well developed key-person system means staff know children’s individual personalities,
preferences and learning styles well.
Join us for our Spring Activity Morning, Saturday 21st March, 10 am–12 noon
If you’ve been before, you’ll know how much fun our activity mornings are. Bring the whole
family and get busy decorating Easter bags, baskets and biscuits. As usual there will be tea, coffee
and cake (volunteer star bakers are always welcome), as well as tombola, lucky dip and some
fantastic raffle prizes. Plus the star of the show: live chicks!
The team put a lot of effort into our activity mornings. Please do join us, help us raise a little money
and have a chat with the Committee about our next exciting project…
Conversion of the Community Room
This room is in desperate need of renovation and, as demand for Playgroup places is high, acting
now will allow us to create extra spaces. Our plan is to turn the Community room (where we run
Breakfast Club) into a multi-functional space—a ‘cosy and homely’ area for the children—and
create more activity space in the adjoining room.
In brief:
➢

Did you know we now take children aged two?

➢

We want your Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers! 17 vouchers gets us a wooden spoon, so
let’s aim for something more interesting!

➢

Connect with us on Facebook; search for Kennington Playgroup.

Guides Table Top Sale
A reminder that Girlguiding Thames District is holding its Table Top Sale at
Kennington Village Centre on Saturday 14th March, 10 am–12 noon.
Meet your friends, buy a homemade cake and something from the many stalls, and relax with
Fairtrade refreshments. There are still a few tables available at £5 so phone now to reserve yours
from Margaret on 01865 730353 or Liz on 01865 730053.
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KADS News
Thank you to everyone who came along to our recent panto, Jack and the Beanstalk. We
all had a great time and hope you did too. We are delighted to report that we raised
£1,429.32 for Apple Café from the first night ticket sales and bucket collections.
If anyone is interested in joining us please see page 12 for details.
Our next production to take place in June will be an entertainment of songs and sketches. More info
next time.

Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
Saturday 7th March
Come and celebrate with Winnie the Witch! Our NEW look library will be officially opened by
Korky Paul and Winnie the Witch. Teas, coffees, etc. will be available from 10:30 am. Korky
and Winnie will arrive for 11 am to officially open the library. Korky will entertain us with a
reading from one of his funny books and will sketch. The sketch will be auctioned for FOKL funds
and Korky will draw the prize from the 100 people who bought a carpet square for £5. The morning
will have other surprises. Demand for this free event is high, so you must book your child’s place.
For our adult celebration in the evening, there will be some tickets available on the door for our
musical entertainment: Smoke and Mirrors by Nia Williams, performed by Mezzopiano, the
wonderful Nia Williams & Rebecca Martin. Originally performed at The Old Fire Station this
wonderful musical was a great success. Rebecca and Nia are giving a performance for no charge to
help us celebrate and raise funds.
Doors will open at 6:30 pm for a look around the library and a free celebratory drink. The show
begins at 7:30 and is followed by a bring and share Finger Buffet. Contributions much appreciated.
Tickets £12 available from the library or from chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk or
07809 054969.
Wednesday 1st April, 11 am–12 noon
After its publication in January, some of the Bletchley girls were on Newsnight
thanks to best-selling author Mick Smith giving them a voice. We are delighted to
announce that Mick is coming to Kennington to speak at an author talk.
Monthly activities for children under 5
Monday 9th March: Rhymetime with Pamela because Isobel is away.
Wednesday 18th March: Story Time
Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington History Society
In January we had the much anticipated visit of well known local author and comedy scrip writer,
Richard O Smith, who gave an illustrated talk entitled, Britain’s Most Eccentric Sports. Before
the event this correspondent suggested that this talk could be exceptional, and Richard didn’t
disappoint. As with his previous offering, this ‘performance’—the word is used advisedly—was a
delight. Plans are in hand to see if we can book Richard again for the January 2016 meeting.
As we go to press the History Society’s Annual General Meeting is imminent. The main items on
the Agenda will be the election of the new Committee, which will see some changes as a least two
members of the existing Committee, including the writer, do not intend to seek re-election. Other
matters include the confirmation of the Members’ Subscriptions for 2016 and the destination for the
Society’s Annual Summer Coach Trip. The Committee will be proposing either the historic City of
Winchester or Shakespeare’s Stratford upon Avon. Both have good Shopping Centres!
Following the formal part of the Meeting there will be a Members’ Evening, which will include a
film presentation by one of the Society’s new Co-Chairmen, Bob Johnston, telling us about the
reconstruction of the French Rail Network after the Second World War.
‘this month’
This month the History Society’s meeting will be held as usual in the Methodist Church on
Monday 16th March starting at 7:45 pm. It is pleasing to report that this event will see the return
that wonderful speaker local historian, Liz Woolley, who will give an illustrated talk entitled,
Children and the 2nd World War. Don’t miss it if at all possible as Liz is both knowledgeable and
entertaining.
‘next month’
The Society’s next event will be on Monday 20th April at
7:45 pm in the Methodist Church when Chris Butterfield
will give an illustrated talk about Oxford Bus Museum.
This popular local museum is in Long Hanborough, and it
is planned to organise a Society visit later in the year.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with
visitors welcome at £2.50.
After 12 years of doing these monthly reports the writer is retiring, so the future Chronicle Reports
will be by Bob Johnston.
— George Ross

Kennington Memorial Field Committee AGM and talk
Wednesday 4th March, 8 pm, Kennington Village Centre
Searching for the perfect wildlife photo
Kennington Memorial Field Committee invites you to join us at our AGM. This is your chance to
hear what’s been going on in the Memorial Field over the past year, and to have your say.
After a short AGM, there will be an illustrated talk about wildlife photography by Nick and
Jeanette Allsworth. This will be followed by light refreshments. Everybody is welcome.
18
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Kennington 4 Fairtrade
www.fairtrade.org.uk
Around the World with Fairtrade
Enter the Fairtrade Travel Challenge
Stalls — Activities — Prizes — Competitions
Saturday 7th March, 2–4 pm, Kennington Village Hall
Fairtrade refreshments for all the family provided by the Apple Café!

Kennington Youth Club
Ee aye addio, we won the trophy! Yes, a team of our young men entered the
six-a-side tournament organised by Watlington Youth Club at the beginning of
last month—and lost the first two games! A swift learning became necessary
and was delivered as Kennington won through to the final without losing again. The final itself was
a closely-fought nerve-wracking contest, but to our delight we triumphed 3–2 against our hosts
Watlington. As you might imagine this success has encouraged us to enter other tournaments that
anyone out there knows are happening, so please get in touch below if you can inform us of any.
Our young ladies have been enjoying themselves too. Last month we had an Archery evening with
a good mixture of young people of both sexes trying their skills. Whilst the boys expectedly
stepped up to the mark and did well, the young ladies earned special tutor praise and one, Belle
Dighton, the tutor thought was a natural and could hold her own in any archery club! The
Oxfordshire Youth Arts award programme is also going well at Kennington, and during half term
they are visiting the story museum as a group.
So its a busy and happy if sometimes over-the-top-club that meets on Mondays and Thursdays.
Thanks to our Chronicle appeal the threatened Thursday evening closure was briefly averted when
Tina, a super volunteer, joined us. As this was being typed, however, we lost a volunteer, so we
have a vacant spot again. We have great faith in Kennington though. The village has helped in so
many ways through the Chronicle that we are sure there is someone out there who can fill this
occasional vacancy. If it’s you, or alternatively if Monday is a better volunteering evening, working
at KYC is good fun so get in touch below. If we could get just one or three more volunteers, or
someone stepping up to help Tabby and Ellie on a paid basis, our chief worry would be over and
the young people could enjoy an even more exciting range of programmes.
February gave a big upbeat moment. Ammco Charitable Trust sent our hard-working secretary
cause to rejoice by awarding us a grant that will help us to remain financial stable. Your generosity
is much appreciated, Ammco.
Kennington Youth Club is open to all young people in the area on Mondays, 6:30–8 pm for school
years 6, 7, & 8, and 7:30–9 pm for years 9+. Thursday includes free Codeclub 7–8 pm, and Youth
Club for both age groups year 5 upwards from 7–9 pm. Youth Club costs just £1 per visit.
For all offers of help or for information contact me.
— Roy King, 01865 735864
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Kennington Overseas Aid
www.koa.org.uk
KOA’s 2015 chosen project is ‘Standing Voice.’
The mother in the picture is black but her child is white because of an
inherited condition called Albinism. If you have this condition and live
in Tanzania you are likely to be ostracised and abused. The prejudice
against these people led to 74 murders in Tanzania since 2006 and a
high proportion of the victims were children.
Standing Voice is a UK charity helping these marginalised people come
together to help themselves and find ways to overcome the prejudice.
They rarely live beyond 35 because of the danger of developing skin
cancer. This early death can be prevented. They also suffer from poor
vision. This year KOA will support Standing Voice in providing
treatment for both conditions. See www.standingvoice.org.
Do come and see the moving, award-winning film about albinism in Tanzania and meet the
film-maker Harry Freeland for a question-and-answer session on Wednesday 1st April at
7:30 pm in St Swithun’s Hall. Entitled In the Shadow of the Sun, the film was shown on the BBC in
2012. See www.intheshadowofthesun.org.
The Future of KOA. Do you want it to have a future? KOA is for everyone in the
village. For 45 years it has done amazing things in the name of Kennington, but it
needs to adapt to the interests of a younger generation and their vision of the world.
So come to KOA World Café at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 25th March in St Swithun’s
Hall. It will be interesting and fun, but we want to hear YOUR voice. Come along with
your ideas for the future of KOA.
See the full programme of events on www.koa.org.uk.
Chair: Marilyn Farr, 01865 326519, marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk
Vice-Chair: Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, sylviavetta@gmail.com

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs are continuing rehearsals for their spring
concert, which will take place in the Chapel of Exeter College in Oxford and will be of two works:
the Requiem by Derufle and the Requiem by Faure. Both are French composers and there will be
some French organ music played by Jamal Sutton.
This will take place on Sunday 19th April at 2:30 pm.
If you would like to be part of this experience, rehearsals are held in the Methodist Church Hall in
Upper Road on every Friday evening from 7:45 pm to 10 pm. There is still time to come along
and you would be made most welcome. All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.
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Coffee morning
Kennington Women’s Institute invites you to a
Coffee Morning
Tuesday 28th April, 10:30 am–12 noon
Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road
Tea or coffee and cake £1.50 — Raffle
ALL VERY WELCOME

Can you help Medical Detection Dogs save lives?
www.medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk
The charity Medical Detection Dogs is training dogs in the detection by
scent of human diseases and life-threatening health conditions. The Cancer
Detection Dogs work on clinical trials with universities and health
professionals in the early detection of cancer, publishing the results in scientific journals. (For
example our dogs are over 90% accurate in the early detection of prostate cancer.)
The Medical Alert assistance dogs partner clients with life-threatening health conditions, acting as
‘early warning systems’; for example alerting before a hypoglycaemic attack causes collapse in a
brittle Type 1 Diabetic person.
We are a small group of volunteers, the Oxon and Cotswold support group, supporting the charity
by giving talks and running local fund-raising events and street collections. We are looking for help
with raising funds.
We need
• Volunteers to help with street collections and events
•

Offers to run an event, e.g. a coffee morning or sale

•

Good quality second-hand clothes

•

Good quality bric-a-brac

•

Old jewellery, used stamps, used printer cartridges

•

New ideas for fund-raising

If you would like to join our group (mainly based in West Oxon) or volunteer for even one event a
year, please contact me.
— Heather Shute, 01993 831909, oxon.supportgrp@medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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1st Kennington Guides
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
It has been a busy half term. After completing our Traditions of Guiding
badge, we moved on to our Confectioner badge. We’ve made fondant pigs, learnt how to feather
glacé icing and piped butter cream. We prepared a selection of sweets: microwave meringues,
chocolate-dipped fruit, sherbet and chocolate truffles. We have also enjoyed a trip to see the KADS
pantomime and learnt about World Thinking Day when Girl Guides and Girl Scouts around the
globe mark the birthday of Guiding’s founder.
The Girlguiding table top sale will be held on Saturday 14th March in the Village Centre. There
will be lots of tea and cake, a raffle and plenty of stalls for you to browse. This year, our Guide Unit
is raising funds for the John Radcliffe Hospital’s SSNAP charity: Support for the Sick Newborn
And their Parents. The charity funds medical equipment and other items for the newborn care unit,
nurse training, newborn medical research and family support.
More info at www.ssnap.org.uk. Our stall will have a lucky dip
tub, and we are selling baby clothes and baby blankets, as well
as SSNAP-branded teddies, badges, pens and bags. Please come
and support us!
Looking forward, we have our survival-themed holiday during the half term break and are
continuing to make plans for our main residential event of the Guiding year, Quest 2015. We will
join with 500 Guides from across Oxfordshire and beyond for this activity-filled summer camp.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. You do not need to have been a Brownie to join. If you'd like to
join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More
information, including opportunities for girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Piece of cake!
We have been learning so much in mathematics but something we particularly enjoyed was
fractions! Yes, fractions! We wrote all of our own
problems for our friends to solve but they all had to
include… cake!
We had to solve all of the problems before we got to eat
the crumbly, yet gooey melt-on-your tongue marshmallow
centre. The chocolate aroma filled our noses and we could
barely move as it struck us to our core… Anyway back
to… cake… we mean fractions.
We had so much fun and here is a picture to show you.
We have really enjoyed our time so far in lower Juniors and we are looking forward to the next
chapter in our learning adventure.
— Nina, Luke, Kyran, Lydia and Isabel
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Kennington Link WI
As in recent years we celebrated our 46th Founders Day with lunch at The Bowyers
Arms in Radley. Mrs Maureen Palma from the Evening Institute was a very
welcome guest; we thank her for joining us and hope she had a pleasant time. No
business matters were discussed but copies of News & Views were distributed along
with small printed notes containing key items which needed our attention.
We enjoyed a delicious lunch whilst appreciating the pleasant atmosphere and convivial company
of fellow members. A beautifully baked birthday cake, produced by Margaret Young, was
accompanied by a cheerful rendition of “Happy Birthday” and provided a fitting conclusion to our
outing.
It was a happy occasion, our only sadness being the absence of those members who were unable to
be with us because of illness or circumstances beyond their control—we send them our best wishes
and look forward to seeing them again soon.
The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting on 4 th March which will be followed by Social Time
and a Raffle.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, www.stuartmabbuttgardeningltd.com
How to make use of the lengthening days
Creativity flows, especially as the days get longer as we advance through the early months of the
year. People new to wildlife gardening often ask me in the middle of all that new found vigour,
“What actually is wildlife gardening?”
Put simply, it’s an altered mindset. It is as much about psychology or social conditioning as it is
about gardening and the necessities within its practices. Our obsession with controlling our gardens
are a reflection of our obsession of controlling the world around us. To change the world around us
requires effort to change something within ourselves first.
Question why you cut your grass weekly, and why you cut your privet hedge within an inch of its
life eight times a year? Does it need doing? Is it really ‘untidy’ or is that just our perspective after
generations if not millennia of conditioning?
That said, the gardens of which wildlife gardeners are the custodians don’t have to look much
different from a conventional manicured garden. It doesn’t have to be untidy. Mind you, if one
person sees something as untidy and another doesn’t, does untidiness actually exist? Or is it just
perspective again?
Note the word, custodian. Wildlife gardeners often see the bigger picture and see themselves as a
custodian as a result.
These are some concepts with which you can challenge yourself. The aim is to get you questioning
why you garden and why you do it the way you do. It might be different for all of us!

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-yous and bereavements. Please keep
notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 47).
Sir Michael Sobell House Charity
Many thanks to our friends and neighbours who have kindly made contributions to boost our
seasonal donation to Sir Michael Sobell House charity, in memory of our daughter Jenny.
— Sue and Martin Willbery
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St Swithun’s battles cyber-bullying!
During Internet Safety Day on 10th February, lasses across
the school were all learning about the importance of keeping
safe when using the World Wide Web. In lower juniors we
watched an informative video showing that there can be
dangers if you are talking to strangers online and how easy it
can be to fall into the trap of giving out personal information
to people we have never met!
“If you are smart you can be your own protector!” Here are
some top tips to you keep safe online:
1. People you do not know are strangers, so remember
that they might not be who they say they are.
2. Be nice to others as you would on the playground.
3. Keep your personal information private, like where
you live or what school you go to.
4. If are worried about anything or get butterflies in
your tummy then tell someone!
If you follow these top tips you too will be safe. Remember if you are ever worried while using the
internet please talk to somebody you trust; they will help you feel better.
We are on a mission to make sure we always stay safe and that others do too. We have made posters
to display and here is one of them.

Scouts & Cubs: scuba & snorkel!
Back in January some Cubs
and Scouts took part in a
three-hour
scuba
and
snorkelling opportunity in
Headington School, thanks to
the Oxford Dive Centre.
The group split in two and
whilst half donned their tanks
the others were quick to grab
masks, snorkels and flippers
(apparently called fins) and get in the water. After the safety rules and
many games and races (including underwater hockey) the groups
swapped and tried the other sport.
All took to the water like, well, ducks to water, and put their all into it and slept very well that
night.
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Kennington Festival Group
We are a really friendly group of over 60’s and would love to see some new faces. Please
do come along if you need some company, have a cup of tea and a chat. Join in the
activities if you want to. You are welcome to come along at 3:15 pm when we have
finished our game of Bingo to meet us all if you don’t fancy playing.
We meet in the Village Centre fortnightly on Mondays from 2 to 4 pm.
Our next meetings
➢

2nd March: Our first lunch of the year followed by the Annual General Meeting.

➢

16th & 30th March, when we will have our Easter Tea.

➢

The next Mini Bus Outing is on 23rd March.

If you would like more information about us please do ring me. I could always come and visit you.
We can provide transport for those with mobility problems. To find out more please ring Margaret
on 01865 730353 or email me at mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

St Swithun’s CE Primary School
As the days start to lengthen with the promise of spring to come, we have been
celebrating events that happen at this time of year and making the most of the learning
opportunities that they present. We have thought about the meaning of Shrove Tuesday
and Ash Wednesday, which of course lead into the period of Lent for Christians all
around the world. Some classes learnt about Chinese New Year, which this year ushered
in the Year of the Sheep or Goat.
During March, our Year 4 children will be going on their first residential visit to Kilvrough Outdoor
Education Centre, on the beautiful Gower peninsula in south Wales. These visits are always
exciting, as the children enjoy a week of outdoor learning, made all the more memorable (when you
live in landlocked Oxfordshire) by being on the coast. Later in March comes Mothering Sunday
which our youngest children, in Saplings, mark by inviting their mums (or other significant female
in their lives) for a celebratory tea with entertainment and cakes they make themselves (page 26).
Lots to look forward to!
Another event that took place recently was national ‘Internet Safety Day’ (page 30). The World
Wide Web and the Internet are phenomenal aspects of life today and present many great
opportunities. However, they are not without their risks, hence the focus on keeping safe online. We
want children to be able to enjoy being online but it is important that they have the skills to keep
themselves safe. It is about this important element of using technology that our journalists from
Elm Class have chosen to write this month, as well as some great learning that they have been
doing in maths.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk—Kennington’s very own community café
Firstly we thank everyone who performed in and went to see Jack and the Beanstalk. Not only
was this a real highlight for the village, providing some much-needed entertainment during January,
but the café was lucky enough to receive the takings from the first night and all donations taken
after each performance.
We now have the enjoyable task of deciding what to spend this money on to improve your
experience of the café. We’ve started to draw up a short list but we’d love to hear what sort of
things you’d like us to put the money towards. You can share your thoughts by leaving them in the
comments book at the café or by visiting our website www.applecafe.co.uk.
Several exciting things are happening in the Café in March. On Thursday 12 th, Claire Smallcombe,
our local PCSO, will be at the café ready to answer any questions or concerns you have about
issues in the community; on Saturday 14 th, we have a craft session for Mother’s Day; and on
Saturday 21st, KOA will be launching their charity of the year, Standing Voice.
Any ideas for future events are also welcome so please drop us a line if there’s something you’d
like us to run, or if you’d be interested in running a session yourself.
In the meantime we look forward to seeing you in the Café! ☺
— The Apple Café Team, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk
Apple Café, St Swithun’s Church Hall. Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm.

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
Last month, there unfortunately were several offences committed in
the area: Between 8th and 11th February there was a burglary in the area of Poplar Grove, where
numerous items were stolen including a laptop and some watches.
If you have any information about this or witnessed anything suspicious, please call our nonemergency number 101.
We have also had several reports of criminal damage on Playfield Road, and thefts from vehicles.
Two local males have been questioned in connection with these; enquiries are still ongoing.
I have also spent time this month completing training, which will allow me to use our social
networking page on Twitter. I will be using this to let you know what I am up to, and where you
will be able to find me on my patrols.
You can also keep up to date on crimes and issues within South Oxfordshire and Vale of the White
Horse. Please follow us at @tvpsouthandvale.
PCSO Claire Smallcombe C8491
claire.smallcombe@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington, Radley & South Hinksey)
07800 702654
Police non-emergency: Dial 101 or visit www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Emergency: Dial 999
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River Thames volunteer
For the last four years, volunteers have been assisting our Lock Staff on the Thames at the 45 locks
along its length between Lechlade and Teddington. Now, ahead of our fifth season, we invite you to
apply to become a Volunteer Assistant Lock Keeper at a lock near you.
The Environment Agency, the navigation authority for the Thames, is recruiting for the 2015 season
and is looking for volunteers who can commit to assisting at least one day a week between May and
the end of September. Volunteers can agree their days with lock keepers but need to be available
from 10 am to 5 pm. Volunteering is a great way to meet people and to find out more about the
Thames, its history, wildlife and management. At the same time volunteers know that they are
doing something worthwhile that is really appreciated.
Our Volunteer Assistant Lock Keepers work alongside paid lock keepers. They help boats pass
through the lock safely: taking ropes, directing traffic, and operating sluices and lock gates. They
help to maintain the site: painting, tidying and gardening. They provide information to visitors, be
they afoot or afloat, so that they can make the best of their time on the river. Training is provided
and travel costs are reimbursed.
To find out more and receive an information pack and application form, please contact the
Volunteer team on 01491 828360 or email thames.volunteers@environment-agency.gov.uk.

Kennington Women’s Institute
The President welcomed everyone to the meeting and then dealt with the usual
business notices and brought various items in the WI magazine ‘News and Views’
to their attention.
The President reminded everyone that the evening was to be dedicated to raising
funds for the Department of Medical Oncology at the Churchill Hospital. The money raised will be
sent to Professor Harris, the Director. To this end our members contributed to a larger than normal
raffle and a large sales table of ‘bring and buy’ items.
We then listened to several poems and rhymes read by members. One member brought her water
colour paintings of plants and ‘mischievous’ animals and another lady brought a selection of her
collection of jugs, which currently totals over sixty. It seems they are housed in most places in the
house, apart from the bathroom!
After tea and biscuits the evening ended with a very amusing ‘Beetle Drive’ with many members
producing drawings which looked more like E.T. than a beetle. Three members, who managed to
get the whole beetle, were rewarded with small prizes. We were all very pleased with the amount
raised and it was considered by all to be a very successful and fun evening.
Next month, on 11th March, we have our Annual General Meeting. This will be followed by a talk
on ‘The Oxford Canal’ given by Russell Cherry.
The talk will start at about 7:30 pm and non-members are very welcome, men too! We look forward
to seeing you there.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10 th
of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
Currently full
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News
not Views. Submissions to include the name and contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.
Apple Café
Badminton
Kennington Walks
Swimming Club

St Swithun’s Church Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre Car Park
Radley College

Regular events
Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Mondays 8:30–10:30 pm
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Mondays 8–8:30 pm. Saturdays 9–10 pm

Sat
Mon
Tue

March
2 Festival Group: AGM & lunch
Kennington Link WI
4
Kennington Memorial Field AGM & Uganda Wildlife
6 Kennington Cancer Fund: Cheese & Wine
7 Parish Office
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
10
Parish Council Planning
11 Kennington WI
12 Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Guides Table Top Sale
14
Oxford Ceilidh: New Band Anglo
Festival Group
16
Kenn. History Society
Short Service
18
Kenn. Horticultural Society: Early Summer Perennials
Alternative Worship & AGM
22
Wedding Fair
28 St Swithun’s Church Jumble Sale
30 Festival Group
31 Parish Council Planning

Wed
Sat
Wed
Thu
Mon
Tue
Mon
Tue
Mon
Tue
Wed

1
4
8
9
13
14
20
21
27
28
29

Mon
Wed
Fri
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon
Wed
Sun

April
Kennington Link WI
Parish Office
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington History Society
Parish Council Planning
Festival Group
WI Coffee Morning & Centennial Celebration
Annual Parish Council Meeting

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre

2–4 pm
2:15 pm
8 pm
8 pm
10–11 am
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
7:30 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
10:30 am
7:30 pm
10:30 am
11 am–3 pm
11 am
2–4 pm
8 pm

Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre

2:15 pm
10–11 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
2–4 pm
10 am
7:45 pm
8 pm
2–4 pm
10:30 am–12 noon
7:30 pm

Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message
out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 47) is happy to help.
Index of Contents: page 3.
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Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 47.
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

