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“I Love You All”
says Trevor Cowlett
when his choir
performs well:
hence the title of
this book to be
launched on
Saturday 2nd
May. It tells the
life stories of
choir members,
soloists, pianists and of Trevor
himself, all of whom, for the love
of singing, come together in
harmony.
By Sylvia Vetta.

More about Trevor, Sylvia, the
Choir and the book on page 14.
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
FREE FOR ALL. What a great slogan! It is linked to Ascension day, which we celebrate on the 14 th.
On the 24th there is yet another holiday, Whitsun, now called Spring holiday. What is it all about?
A sailing ship cannot go anywhere unless its sails fill with the power of the wind. The mighty
rushing wind at Pentecost is a metaphor the Bible uses to describe the effect of the power of the
Holy Spirit,. How often do we look at our lives, with its temptations and problems, and pray for
God’s power, guidance and strength to deal with them?
A wit, when asked the difference between wisdom and intelligence, said that intelligence is
knowing that a tomato is a fruit and not a vegetable, but wisdom is knowing not to put it in a fruit
salad. No matter how in intelligent we are, we need wisdom, advice and strength from an expert
guide. There is the story of a woman in an unfamiliar building when there was a power cut. She
stumbles and cries out “Please help me. Show me the way.” Another voice replies, “Hold my hand.
Let me be your guide.” “How can you do that," asks the woman, “when it’s dark?” “Well, I am
blind,” was the reply, “and I come here often.” Jesus is our guide. When we are puzzling about a
problem we tend to weigh up the pros and cons and slowly we reach an answer and a decision. We
may not hear his voice guiding us, but he sends his advice through family or friends, or perhaps
through learning by our mistakes. That is God’s way.
What happened on the day we now call Pentecost with its Tower of Babel? There were rushing
winds and flames of fire, and people spoke in many tongues. Despite this they were able to
communicate, as they sought to build a tower to conquer heaven. But what do we mean when we
talk of going up to heaven? Yuri Gagarin, the cosmonaut, is reported to have said, “I have been to
heaven and did not see God there.” Is it right then to think of heaven as a place up there? If not,
where is it? It is about being morally and spiritually better. It is about a better place on Earth.
So we are back to free for all. It summarizes what previously tongue-tied St Peter said when he he
gave his first sermon. He was quite specific when he said, “Free for you, your children and for all
who are far away.” Yet still many people have not taken up his offer. For centuries, Christians were
embarrassed to mention the Holy Spirit, and when they did they spoke of the “gentle voice we
hear.” So what is the power of the Holy Spirit? It is not an idea, but an experience, and Christians
are aware of it. It gives them the power to do all kind of things. To love, to control anger, to resist
temptation. The Holy Spirit is there for everybody who prays for it. There are no exams to pass and
no entrance fees. You just have to be willing to do what God wants you to do and then pray for the
strength to do it. It is about God working through people. He is there for for all of us and we only
have to open our hearts. Yes, it is Free For All.
Services in May
Every Thursday there is a Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
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On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church. This month Messy Church
will be on the 17th. Enjoyable for everybody, it is church with craft activities that help
people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages enjoy it. We
use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as
doing things together we eat breakfast, have a chat and a short time of worship. It starts
at 9:30 am and usually finishes by 11 am. If you want to know more, come along and sample it!
You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: come and enjoy this service in the
Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
Sun 3rd
Sun 10

9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline
th

Sun 24th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 17th 9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in
Church Hall
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 31st 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Songs of Praise

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
Fancy some community gardening? Join Rosey and our Flowerpot Gang on Saturday 16 th,
making our church grounds beautiful. Any time between 9 am and midday; even just an hour will
help. Please bring gardening gloves and a hand fork. Telephone 327969.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Parish Priest:

Father Stanislaw Gibzinski
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986
Email: fatherstan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish
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Saturday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

9:15 am

Sunday

11:15 am

Monday

6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN MAY
3rd
th
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10:30 am Judith Atkinson, from Headington, leads our Morning Worship.
10:30 am Christian Aid Week: The Rev John Rowland, one of our Supernumerary
Ministers, leads our monthly Communion Service.

17th 10:30 am Sunday after Ascension Day: Our Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, leads
our Morning Service of Alternative Worship.
24th 10:30 am Pentecost and Aldersgate Sunday: The Rev Leslie Marsh, another of our
Supernumerary Ministers from Kidlington, conducts our Morning Worship.
6:30 pm Our Circuit Service will be held at Watlington Methodist Church.
31st 10:30 am Trinity Sunday: Morning Worship led by Dr Simon Blainey, from Oxford.
MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
The Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship will not be meeting this month because of illness.
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge this month will be on Wednesday 20th, 10:30–11 am.
We usually begin with a hymn and then read from the Bible and see how its message can apply to
our day-to-day life. We then offer prayer for our local community and our world. All are welcome.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 4th at 8 pm at the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
COFFEE MORNING: Tuesday 12th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The April Coffee
Morning raised £101.00. Our following meeting will be Tuesday 9th June at 10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH. If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.
5
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Important dates in history
The 100th anniversary of the Gallipoli campaign
At a time of poignant anniversaries, this year marks the 100 th anniversary of one of the saddest of
them all, the ill-fated Gallipoli Campaign of 1st World War I.
The Great War had begun on 28 th July 1914. Following the beginning of hostilities, as the German
troops moved south into Belgium and then France, the French and British troops moved north to
meet them, resulting in stalemate. By September 1914, neither side could force the other to move,
so each side began to dig trenches. Over the next four years, the troops fought numerous bloody
battles over these trenches.
In 1915 the First Lord of the Admiralty, Winston Churchill, promoted a plan of employing the
Royal Navy in an amphibious assault on Germany’s weakest ally, Ottoman Turkey, at the Gallipoli
Peninsula, in an effort to relieve the pressure on the Western Front and break the stalemate. Whilst
it was imaginative, it turned into the most bloody and mismanaged episode of the whole war.
Nearly 30,000 British men died there, including George Knowles, my wife Carole’s Grandfather.
It was thought by forcing its way through the Dardanelles, the Royal Navy with its French allies
could sail on into the Sea of Marmara and capture Constantinople (now Istanbul), eliminating
Turkey from the war at a stroke. It would have allowed Russia to transfer troops from its southern
border to reinforce its armies fighting the Germans.
Churchill has been much criticised for his support for this plan because it turned out so badly,
however the failures were not strategical but tactical. Although the British Government and military
were guilty of one major fault, they badly underestimated the fighting qualities of the Turks.
The Dardanelles Campaign began purely as a naval operation, and when that failed a land invasion
of the Gallipoli Peninsula was launched. The defining action that decided the naval operation took
place on 8th March 1915, when a Turkish mine layer, Nusret, laid a string of mines in Eren Koy
Bay, where the Turks had seen British Ships turning starboard when manoeuvring to withdraw.
When the Allied Fleet, including 18 Battleships, turned after launching its third and main attack on
the Coastal Forts on 18th March 1915, three battleships struck these mines and sank, with a further
three so badly damaged they were put out of action. The Fleet was withdrawn. It was this Naval
disaster that lead to the tragic Gallipoli Landings.
The landings started on 25th April 1915, but after initial success little was done by the Allies to
exploit the situation, with most of the troops remaining near the beaches. This delay in pushing
inland allowed the small number of Turkish defenders to be strengthened; with the arrival of the
reinforcements, all hope of a swift Allied victory was gone. What followed was carnage, more
ineffective landings and months of bloody trench warfare with enormous casualties on both sides.
When a final August Offensive failed, the Gallipoli campaign drifted and it was decided to evacuate
the troops at the end of the year. This evacuation was easily the most successful element of the
entire campaign: 150,000 Allied Troops embarked with only three casualties.
Locally, Horace Chasney, a founder member of Kennington Parish Council and landlord of the
Tandem before his son Ray, fought in this Campaign with the Berkshire Yeomanry and was
decorated (DCM) for gallantry in the last major battle for Scimitar Hill on 21 st August 1915.
Knowles, also in the Berkshire Yeomanry, was killed in action on the Hill that day.
— George Ross
7
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk.
As a result of last month’s request by the Council for a volunteer to maintain the War Memorial
grass, a resident of the village has stepped forward to offer his services. This is very much
appreciated by the Council. A thank you must also go to the volunteer who was looking after the
War Memorial earlier this year until this permanent position was filled.
Staying with the War Memorial, the addition of the flower beds at the Memorial has really
brightened it up. The Council thanks the residents who prepared the beds and planted the spring
flowers, which are looking lovely.
The same cannot be said for some of the alleyways in the village. The Parish Council’s
maintenance contractors could not carry out its regular tasks last month as a few of the alleys were
too dirty with dog mess, with the Council having to pay an additional charge for the contractors to
return with disinfectant and different kit.
The Council has put posters up around the village, mainly at the ends of alleyways reminding dog
owners to clear up after their dogs, which, it is appreciated, most do.
Remember that you can place your dog bags in any of the green or red bins throughout the
Village, or in your own bin. Please do not place them in the hedges.
As part of the Council’s planned tree maintenance programme, tree work was carried out at Forest
Side. The boundary trees along beside the pavilion were lowered by around a third, and individual
trees were cut back as necessary.
During the month, more play bark was ordered, with the Play Area Warden raking in bark at both
The Links and Forest Side play areas, just in time for the Easter holidays.

This month, the Annual Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 14th at 7:30 pm will be
followed by the monthly Parish Council Meeting and the Planning Committee Meeting.

Dates of Council Meetings: May
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting Amenities Committee Planning Committee
10–11 am
7 pm
nd
th
Saturday 2
Thursday 14
None this month
Thursday 14th
The Amenities Committee meeting may be cancelled if not needed. Planning applications are
considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of the plan as it has only 21
days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk immediately you receive
notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any neighbour objections. Plans can
be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Garden Competition
The Annual Garden Competition will be judged on Saturday 20th June.
Preliminary Judging will take place on Friday 19th June from 6 pm.
— Peter Biggs

Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
A note from the chair. We have had a terrific response to the refit. Everyone loves it. Many users
think we have made the room bigger! As a community library we raise funds to keep a professional
in charge at all opening times, but use volunteers to replace the assistant librarian. We have
recruited a wonderful and warm-hearted team of volunteers. Jenny Forder is in charge of the rota
and so far we haven’t had many problems filling spaces. If you want to join the team, the more the
merrier.
Because of our need to raise funds to keep the library open, the Parish Council has
kindly given us a grant this year to pay the expenses of the enhancement activities
that the Friends traditionally provided and funded. These are mostly children and
family activities but include the free monthly author talks.
This month’s Author Talk on Wednesday 6th is on “I Love You All,” the story of
Kennington’s Choir told in a chorus of voices. Sylvia Vetta will tell the story
behind the story of this book and describe some of the insights she has gained
from life writing. Coffee and Tea are served from 10:30 am and the talk begins at
11 am. You don’t have to be a member to attend and these events are free as are
the children’s events.
We are planning to have an AGM in May. The mostly likely date is Saturday 16 th, 11 am–12 noon.
Please look out for the confirmed date by email or via posters in the library.
The monthly activities for Children in the library for under 5’s†:
➢

Rhymetime Monday 11th, 2:05–2:35 pm (please note the new time as requested by parents.)

➢

Story& Rhyme Wednesday 20th, 10–11 am.

Half-term activity for primary school children: Held in the library in conjunction with Oxford
Children’s Book Group on the theme of Dragons. Wednesday 27th, 10:30–11:30 am†
†

Please use the outside parking under the stairs for pushchairs, where a volunteer will look after
them during events.
Please note that the library will be closed on Monday 4th and Monday 25th.
Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) — www.caox.org.uk
Debt: Take control of impending debt problems
Citizens Advice is urging people who are worried that they are running into debt to seek help as
soon as possible. The consequences of falling behind on basic bills like rent, council tax or energy
bills can be serious. In extreme cases, non-payment of rent can lead to eviction, energy debts can
result in your power being cut off, and not paying council tax can lead to a prison sentence.
Citizens Advice is seeing an increasing number of people seeking help because they
can’t make their incomes stretch to cover essential bills. Low pay and slow wage
growth have left many people struggling to pay for rent, energy supplies
and council tax.
It can be very difficult to cut back on these costs, but there are things you can
do to get your finances back on track. If you are worried about debt, come to
Citizens Advice for help as soon as you become aware that there is a problem. Problems only get
worse if they aren’t tackled early.
Top tips on dealing with debt
1. Dealing with debt problems is easier when the debt is small, so act before the figures start to
spiral out of control.
2. Don’t take out more credit or a loan to cover your debts.
3. Look carefully at your spending. Is there anything you can cut down on? Draw up a realistic
budget.
4. Do talk to your creditors and let them know you are having problems.
5. Don’t pay off the creditor who is shouting the loudest but first pay the most important bills,
like mortgage or rent, council tax, gas and electricity. Otherwise you will be in danger of
losing your home, having your gas and electricity cut off, or ending up in court.
6. Don’t ignore court papers.
7. Citizens Advice gives free, independent and confidential advice. They will help you work
out repayments and negotiate with your creditors, and help you keep out of debt in the
future. A CAB adviser can check and see if you are missing out on benefits, tax credits and
other help to which you might be entitled, and can help you make a claim.
For further help, call Adviceline on 03444 111444 or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice
Bureau. For opening hours, go to www.caox.org.uk.
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KOA Fun Run and Walk 2015
Calling all runners, joggers and walkers!
This year’s Fun Run will again take place in the beautiful Bagley Woods
Sunday 7th June at 11 am.
There will be prizes for the fastest runners overall as well as for under 15’s and under 12’s.
As last year there will be a medal for the first 50 boys and girls under 12 completing the run.
Come along for a great family day out! Everyone welcome!
Entry forms in next month’s Chronicle or email funrun@koa.org.uk.

“I Love You All”
The story of Trevor’s Choir told in a chorus of voices.
Kennington and District United Church Choirs welcome anyone of any
religion or none, and all without audition: you just have to want to
sing! The Oxford Times wrote:
“Among the proliferation of choirs in Oxfordshire, the Kennington and District United Church
Choirs stands apart. While some choirs might take part in the occasional charity bash, this
exceptional group of singers only ever performs for worthy causes…”
As I write the choir has raised £431,944.50 for good causes. Kennington may be a comfortable and
convenient place to live but it is not home to the wealthy, so that is an amazing achievement.
The choir was born in 1973 with a carol
concert, and in 2012 celebrated its 40th
anniversary. Last year one of its founding
members approached me. Julie Earl had kept
records throughout those 40 years. She
wondered if there was enough material for a
book.
As chairwoman of KOA for 16 years, I am
aware that the choir is our biggest
contributor, so I found it hard not to respond
in a like manner and agree to write this book
as a way of saying ‘thank you’ from all the good causes they have supported over the years. They
have supported local and national charities and, as KOA’s biggest fund-raiser, they have changed
tens of thousands of lives for the better in the wider world.
Some readers know that, for Oxfordshire Limited Edition, I have interviewed over 100 inspirational
people with connections to Oxfordshire. Among them are Sharmi Chakrabarti, Sir Roger and Lady
Moyra Bannister, Lord Patten of Barnes, the last governor of Hong Kong, Sister Francis Domenica,
the founder of the first children’s hospice, and Ray Foulk, the founder of the Isle of Wight Festival.
The choir records alone would not make riveting reading. I decided to use my castaway
autobiographical approach and hoped to persuade choir members, soloists, pianists and the director
of the choir, Trevor Cowlett MBE, to talk about their lives and especially about how music came to
be an important part of it. The result is that there is a different ‘voice’ for each year.
I Love You All will be launched on Saturday 2nd May in the Village Centre. Cream teas will be
served from 2:30 pm and the launch speeches will be at 3:30 pm. The book, produced by
Kennington resident Philip Hind, will be on sale for £7.99.
14

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

15

16

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Afternoon Tea
Kennington Women’s Institute 1925–2015
To celebrate the Institute’s 90th Birthday
come and enjoy
AFTERNOON TEA
Wednesday 10th June, 3–4:30 pm, Village Centre
£3.50
PLEASE COME — OPEN TO ALL

40th Oxford Mary Rose Beaver Colony
Since September last year, our Beavers have enjoyed a variety of outings as
well as working hard on badges and having FUN!
Last September we kicked off our group’s 75th anniversary celebrations with a
trip to Portsmouth to visit the Mary Rose and go up the Spinnaker Tower. The
day ended with a stop to enjoy some well-deserved fish and chips.
Also last September we took our Beavers camping at Youlbury Scout Camp
with another colony from Oxford. The
Beavers got to go climbing, go-carting,
zip-wiring upside down, and much more!
This term we completed our disability
awareness badge. We spent the first
evening preparing and tasting foods
whilst either being blindfolded or one handed and more. We
also had a couple of visitors in wheelchairs, one a young child
who is 3 and had suffered a serious disabling illness when born. After this visit the Beavers, being
young, were able to really appreciate their lives! We learnt about invisible disabilities, such as
autism, speech and hearing impediments, etc.
On the one day in February when we had snow, we had a winter camp
fire toasting marshmallows, and most importantly 20 of our Beavers
were awarded their highest award as
a Beaver Scout: their Bronze chief
Scout Award. These 20 will attend a
big county presentation day in May at
Youlbury Scout Camp and get to
meet some special guests—last year we got to meet our Chief
Scout Bear Grylls.
If you would like to join SCOUTING please get in touch with me
—we have a waiting list for young people to join, but plenty of
space for adults to join today! The children of our village need
more adults to give up two hours a week or more to make
scouting happen! I look forward to hearing from you!
— Maria, email maria.endeavour@gmail.com
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St Swithun’s Ash Class report
Learning at Legoland
To conclude our exciting topic ‘Megastructures’, we went
on a busy and fun-filled trip to Legoland, Windsor. Our day
started early, arriving at school at 8:30 am. We travelled by
coach and after a few ‘How much longers?’ and ‘Are we
there yets?’ we arrived ready for our exciting day!
Our first stop was the mini village where we were
fascinated to see the big buildings (such as Big Ben, The
London Eye and The Eiffel Tower) that we had been
learning about in class were all made out of Lego. We
discovered that the Eiffel Tower is the most recent model to have been built there.
We enjoyed visiting the Star Wars section of the park where we had
to walk through a dark tunnel and everything was made out of
Lego. We stopped to take a closer look at spaceships to see how
they were constructed. We were amazed by how many pieces of
Lego were used to create each one.
As a treat, we were allowed to go on some rides. One of the rides
linked in brilliantly to our learning on ‘The Great Fire of London’,
as we had to drive a fire engine and race to put the fire out using
‘squirters’, which were gadgets used to put the fire out in 1666.
After lunch, we took part in an exciting workshop entitled ‘Gears and Pulleys Construction’. Our
challenge was to construct a ride out of Lego, which could only move by the use of gears and
pulleys. We had to work as a team to follow instructions, which taught us how to build the ride. We
learnt that gears change the speed of a moving object and a pulley makes the gear go round. Once
we had completed our first challenge, we were given a second box of Lego with a trickier model to
build. Kim (the lady who delivered the workshop) was kind and helpful. We all worked very hard
and at the end we were given a certificate, a badge and lovely comments in our compliments book.
— Miss Element and the Year 1 journalists in Ash Class

KADS News
KADS’s next production will be LET’S ALL GO TO THE MUSIC HALL, a celebration
of American and British music hall with songs and sketches.
We invite you to come in costume as a Cowboy, Cowgirl or Edwardian Lady or Gent, or just come
as you are, and join in the fun!
We have familiar songs such as Son of a Preacher Man, Love in any Language, Hit the Road Jack, I
Do Like To Be Beside The Seaside, Burlington Bertie, Maybe It’s Because I’m a Londoner, and
many others.
Performance dates: Friday 26th, Saturday 27th, Sunday 28th June. Please note that Friday 26th
will start at 8 pm. Times and ticket details on page 36. Tickets on sale from Friday 1st May. Any
enquires to Kay on 01865 739025 or email johnkaycard@yahoo.co.uk.
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Joggers and walkers
Kennington residents may be interested to know that two new groups have been formed for joggers
and walkers in the village on Monday evenings at 6:30 pm and Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am.
The aim is to get more people moving in the fresh air, at whatever speed is appropriate for them.
Led by a qualified Personal Trainer and Fitness Instructor from the village, the group welcomes
residents of all abilities and ages—and nobody will be left behind! These are provided completely
free of charge.
There is also a new Facebook group dedicated to promoting fitness and well-being locally, called
Kennington Fitness and Health (http://j.mp/1FKvfU5). Here you will find more details of fitness
related activities available in the village, including walking and jogging, yoga, Pilates, and more.
You may also contact me directly.
— David Perry, Jogging and walking group leader, davidperry57@sky.com, 07504 439555

KOA
www.koa.org.uk
Next up, after the all-singing all-dancing opening event,
The Magic of Musicals is the Bagley Wood Fun Run
& Walk on Sunday 7th June.
The serious runners compete while the walkers walk
and talk. This is an event for all the family including
your canine friends. Do put it in your diary and if
possible enter early by contacting Sylfest Muldal on
funrun@koa.org.uk or via the KOA website www.koa.org.uk. How
about getting some sponsors too?
The Kennington Grand Fête will be on Saturday 13th June. There will be more about it in the
June Chronicle.
The popular Open Gardens event has been revived thanks to Marilyn Farr. Currently 10 gardens
are preparing to open on Sunday 28th June, 2–6 pm.
Why are we doing this?
KOA is an unusual organisation. It grew up with its twin, Kennington Good Neighbours. We are
about connecting people in Kennington by organising events like the pop-up shop, which have
become popular institutions, but also we are about connecting our village to the wider world.
In 2015, through Standing Voice, we are connecting with a courageous group of people in Tanzania
who help themselves against the odds of poverty prejudice and isolation. These people have
Albinism. Everyone who watched In the Shadow of the Sun in April and listened to James and Jon
who spent six years making the film, were incredibly moved. There are DVD’s of the film
available. If any village organisation or individual would like to borrow one, please get in touch
with Marilyn or Sylvia.
Chair: Marilyn Farr, 01865 326519, marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk
Vice-Chair: Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, sylviavetta@gmail.com
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Kennington Youth Club
The Youth Club is doing well and it is lovely to see the young people coming
every week on Mondays and Thursdays. We have a new volunteer from
Ruskin College working with our young people.
Recently we have been struggling to find a third volunteer to enable us to open the club,
particularly on a Thursday evening. This threatens our ability to open the club as we must have at
least three adults present at each evening to comply with safeguarding standards. It would be great
if you or anyone you know could give up one evening a month. Start by selling tuck—that’s easy—
with the option of helping with other activities once you get to know us. The young people have
been doing a lot of cooking this term making things like rice crispy cakes, apple crumble, cupcakes
and a really big mess, so there is plenty of company!
One more thing about the Arts award we were part of since January. Not only did the young people
who completed the course programme have a good time, but they learned sufficiently well enough
to earn half a GCSE! So well done to them. We hope to do more archery and dancing this term and
maybe roller hockey and cheer-leading.
When the youth club opens on a Thursday from 7–8, Codeclub uses the computer room and basic
programming is taught free to 9 to 11 year-olds. During this time I invite those young people not
doing Codeclub to join in activities that I plan in the hall for years 6–11. The tuck shop will also be
open. So come along in.
If you feel your Monday or Thursday evenings need a bit of spicing up, come on down to the club.
It is always nice to see new faces and just as nice to see the regulars. We really need newcomers,
especially at this time as two of our key committee members have given notice that they will be
leaving. Youth Clubs need help, and much has to be done behind the scenes. We particularly require
secretarial help at the moment, so if you have or want experience in this area get in touch. I’m at
the Youth Club on Monday or Thursday evenings, or ring Roy King on 735864.
Thank you to all who have helped me by volunteering so far.
— Tabby, Youth Leader

Luke’s Fund
Table Top Sale and Coffee Morning
Kennington Village Centre, Saturday 13th June, 10 am–12 noon
Luke is planning to go to the British Transplant games again this year. Over the last three years he
has competed and won medals for Archery, Badminton and Table Tennis. This event is to raise
funds for him to attend this year.
To book a table for £5.00 please contact me (below).
We are having a Book stall, Tombola, Cake Stall and Raffle. Any contributions to these are
welcome. Refreshments will also be available.
For further information please ring me.
— Margaret, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Kennington Women’s Institute
Following photographs taken for the Oxford Mail to celebrate the WI Centenary
and our Easter Bonnet competition, the President identified some key events
coming up in the near future and special events to mark the hundred year
anniversary. The President also gave a synopsis of the recent Federation AGM and reaffirmed the
need to be proud of the tag ‘Jam and Jerusalem’ that is often associated with the WI, as jam was a
commodity made by WI members in the second world war to provide many with essential vitamins
and nutrition.
The talk was entitled ‘Travels with Auntie: my career with the BBC’ and Alastair Lack gave a
fascinating talk about his thirty years at the BBC World Service, based, until very recently, at Bush
House in the Strand in London. His travels took him to several parts of the world and he met many
world leaders. Alistair recounted how many world leaders like Nelson Mandela, under house arrest;
Russia’s previous President Gorbachev in his dacha in the Russian countryside; and Mrs Gandhi,
before her assassination, all tuned in to the World Service.
Kofi Annan, when Secretary-General of the United Nations, claimed that Britain’s gift to the world
in the 20th century was the BBC World Service. Alastair recounted how the World Service had been
used prior to the Second World War to counter propaganda, sometimes using the Arabic Service for
this purpose. The World Service was used throughout the Second World War and then the Cold War
to communicate with countries less able to access news. Funding for the BBC World Service was
extremely small, given its valuable work. How valuable was poignantly told by Terry Waite and his
fellow hostages during their time in captivity when they had a small transistor radio and they
listened avidly to world events through the World Service. All thanked the BBC and especially a
programme on the World Service called ‘Outlook’, which they said saved their sanity. Finally, it
was left to Margaret Thatcher to sum up the value of the World Service when she said it allowed
Britain to ‘punch above its weight in the world’.
This was a talk not to be missed and we have more coming up; at our next meeting on Wednesday
13th May, we have ‘Three Weddings and a Combine Harvester’! All welcome and we look forward
to seeing you then — 7:15 pm, Village Centre.

Kennington Festival Group
Well, last month I put the wrong dates for our meetings on here. I wonder how many of
you noticed? I wonder how many of you read this?
We are a really friendly group of over-60’s and would love to see some new faces. Please do come
along if you need some company, have a cup of tea and a chat. Join in the activities if you want to.
You are welcome to come along at 3:15 when we have finished our game of Bingo or Scrabble to
meet us all if you don’t fancy playing. You may be surprised how many people you know.
We meet in the Village Centre fortnightly on Mondays from 2 to 4 pm.
Next meetings: 11th May, 25th May, 8th June.
If you would like more information about us please do ring me. I could always come and visit you.
We can provide transport for those with mobility problems.
— Margaret, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Playgroup needs you!
Learn new skills and help make Kennington Playgroup even better!
We’re looking for a Secretary to join our friendly committee. You’ll be organizing
our meetings, drafting the agenda, and taking and circulating minutes.
We’re also looking for a Chief Fund-raiser. You’ll have responsibility for coming
up with a calendar of brilliant ideas and events to raise money to improve Playgroup,
and then (with the help of the committee) making these projects happen.
Both roles offer lots of scope to share your skills and ideas, and make a difference to local children.
Committee meetings are held half-termly, and you’d be spending 3–4 hours a month on Playgroup
work.
Kennington Playgroup relies on volunteers to run so please consider getting involved.
For a no-obligation chat, please speak to Sarah or Kate Warner (Playgroup Chair) or email
kenningtonplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk.

Kennington 4 Fairtrade
www.fairtrade.org.uk
Vote for Fairtrade
Over the past 10 years the price of bananas in our supermarkets has almost halved but, meanwhile,
over the same 10 years the cost of production has doubled. This means that the aggressive pricing
of supermarkets has a direct impact on the producers. The Fairtrade Foundation says, “We are
calling on the government to investigate this dysfunctional market, because it is unfair. A product
that is worth billions of pounds in global trade relies on poverty-level income for the people who
grow it.” You can help by asking your parliamentary candidate questions as recommended on the
Fairtrade website.
We can vote for Fairtrade with our wallets. Fairtrade bananas are on sale in Kennington and in
nearby supermarkets. Fairtrade bananas and other goods may be a little more pricey but that’s
because they aren’t part of the supermarket price war. They ensure that the producer gets a fair deal
—and that’s worth anyone’s vote.
Join our Facebook page for updates and information, and get in touch if you would like to join our
committee. We look forward to seeing you all at our next event!

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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1st Kennington Guides
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
After completing our Breaking Barriers badge as described in last month’s
Chronicle, our final activity of the Spring term was making Easter baskets filled with peppermint
creams for members of Kennington’s Festival group. Having enjoyed our Easter break, we are now
looking forward to the Summer term and hoping that the lighter evenings will allow us to enjoy
more outdoor activities.
We are continuing to make plans for our main residential event of the Guiding year, Quest 2015.
We will join with 500 Guides from across Oxfordshire plus international guests for this activityfilled summer camp. As part of the preparations, we joined together with 1 st Radley and 12th
Abingdon Guides for our fund-raising bingo evening. Thank you to everyone who came and made
it such a success. We hope you had a great time. We are grateful to Sainsbury’s, the Co-op, The
Tandem and the Apple Café for supporting this event.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Kennington Link WI
An absorbing talk called “The Hidden Tribes of India” was given by our widelytravelled speaker, Amanda Wood. Magnificent slides accompanied the talk and
several interesting artefacts including hair slides, necklaces, and embroidery were
passed round for us to see and handle. The difference between tribal people and the
more prosperous community is very great. We saw depressing remains of the 2004
Tsunami disaster but also marvelled at huge intricately sculptured temples. One town
inhabited by the tribal people showed an open ditch and sewer running down the main
street alongside little thatched houses. However, in a more up-to-date town the ditch had been
covered and a pump installed (albeit the tap was broken and couldn’t be mended); here the thatched
roofs had been replaced with tiles. We learnt that tribal people believe in spirits, and witchdoctors
replace conventional religious leaders. It was uncomfortable to hear about a community where
human sacrifices were made as recently as the 1920’s, but thankfully times have now changed. We
had been taken on a fascinating journey and Christine Ravenscroft was pleased to give a sincere
vote of thanks to the speaker.
The meeting had been opened by the President in the traditional manner with “Jerusalem”. We were
sorry to hear that some of our members were unwell, and we send them our best wishes.
Among the business proceedings were several items of interest. We discussed forthcoming
arrangements for the WI Centenary, and are pleased to know that Margaret Young will be our
representative at the Buckingham Palace Garden Party. New programmes were distributed showing
that members can look forward to a wide variety of speakers this coming year. Orders for 2016
Diaries and Calendars were taken. We were particularly eager to see the photos taken by two of our
own members. The recent AGM in Oxford had been an interesting meeting and members
appreciated the President’s comprehensive report.
The next meeting will be on 6th May when we will discuss and vote on the Resolution.
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Toads on Roads
Have you seen the toad crossing signs on the A4183 through
Bagley Wood and caught sight of ghostly figures by the side of
the road on some dark, wet evenings this last month? If so, you
have seen Toad Patrol Number 284, and if you have slowed your
speed, a huge thank you. The patrol is a group of volunteers who
monitor the migration route used for centuries by toads as they
move from their winter hibernation in Bagley Wood to their
ancestral breeding ponds.
Unfortunately for the toads the
A4183 cuts right through the
middle of this epic trek and it is doubtful that many would
complete the journey nowadays without some human help.
This year 291 toads, 22 frogs and 26 newts have been helped to
make the crossing; inevitably
others have not been so lucky. The patrol, along with many
others in Oxfordshire and nationally. is registered with the UK
Amphibian and Reptile charity Froglife (see www.froglife.org).
In 2014 volunteers helped and recorded 76,710 toads crossing
UK roads.
If you would be interested in learning more about your local
crossing in Bagley Wood or becoming a volunteer for next year
please contact Candy at Bagleywoodtoads@gmail.com or
01865 430590.

Riverford recipes
A new recipe series from Riverford organic vegetables, 01865 249854, www.riverford.co.uk
Easy ideas for asparagus
1. We like asparagus best sprinkled with salt and olive oil and maybe a few thyme leaves, then
roasted in a hot oven (200°C/Gas Mark 6) for 5–7 minutes. This seems to intensify the flavour.
You can also steam it, but if you don’t have a steamer, chuck the trimmed asparagus into a deep
pan of boiling salted water for 2–3 minutes (more for really chunky spears), ideally with the
stems in the water and the heads in the steam above. They really don’t need much more than
salt, and maybe some butter and lemon, or hollandaise sauce. A real treat with a poached egg or
dipped in a soft-boiled egg.
2. Toss asparagus spears in a little olive oil, then cook on a ridged griddle pan or
barbecue until tender. Drizzle with balsamic vinegar and season lightly.
3. Serve cooked asparagus topped with a poached egg, a couple of slices of
prosciutto and a few Parmesan cheese shavings, plus a drizzle of olive oil and
some freshly ground black pepper.
4. Individually wrap boiled asparagus spears in a slice of smoked salmon or good ham.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs Spring Concert in Exeter College Chapel has
yet to take place as this article is written. We will give full details next month.
Meanwhile, the Choirs have started rehearsing Gilbert & Sullivan’s comic opera Iolanthe for
concerts in June and July. Rehearsals are held every Friday evening in the Methodist Church Hall
in Upper Road, starting at 7:45 pm. If you enjoy singing and would like to be in this production,
come along any Friday evening—you will be made most welcome. There are no auditions and no
subscriptions, and library copies will be available. All details from Trevor Cowlett on
01865 735885 or from our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk. Over to you!
I LOVE YOU ALL—A book telling the remarkable story of the Kennington and District United
Church Choirs, told by members of the choir over the years and many others, is being launched in
the Village Centre on Saturday 2nd May. Tea and cakes at 2:30 pm and the launch at 3:30 pm.
Everyone is invited to come along to see the book, which will be on sale for those who wish to buy.
It has been written by Sylvia Vetta and she will be there to sign the book with Trevor Cowlett. It’s a
great occasion for Kennington. Don’t miss it. The book will also be on sale in some bookshops.
There will be some music during the afternoon—come and find out who from! And discover how
the book got its title.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, www.stuartmabbuttgardeningltd.com
See, Smell, Hear, Touch and Taste Your Wildlife Garden
I hope with the new found warmth you’re not rushing out into the garden and overdoing it, leading
to the inevitable Battered Muscles Syndrome?
Benefits come in many forms from spending quality time with nature. Often, wildlife gardening is
made up of endless little tasks but the pleasure of having wildlife all around really focuses the
mind.
Be it bird song, new smells, or textures, they are reappearing on what seems a daily basis now. If
you are a forager you may be enjoying the varied tastes of the new green shoots from various
ground flora, often just discarded as weeds. Or maybe you are giving your garden a good dose of
‘looking at’, which I often talk about but is an activity that’s very often overlooked.
At this time of year many of us are planning how to make our garden work even harder for wildlife,
as well as look good and a place to retreat and relax in. Making a garden suitable for wildlife is
variation in habitats.
Even if we do all this, the simple act of busying ourselves with those not so essential tasks often
means we are all walking like zombies and missing much of the pleasure.
Take a walk around your garden, and just focus on a single sense. It doesn’t matter which one you
choose—sight, touch, smell, sound, taste—it really doesn’t matter. Just choose one, and see how
much more you will notice. Walking around your garden with a camera will get you ‘seeing’ much
of what we all are in the habit of strolling past on a daily basis. Even in our own gardens!
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Forthcoming Events
Saturday 9th May, 10 am–12 noon, St Swithun’s Church Grounds: Plant Sale
If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock-down prices, come along to our plant sale. A
limited number of tables are available at £9 each. Tables must be booked in advanced with Alison
Peedell on 730961 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.
Wednesday 24th June: Evening visit to Bridewell Organic Garden
Bridewell Organic Gardens is an award-winning charity, based in a walled garden and five-acre
vineyard at Wilcote, near Witney in West Oxfordshire. Its objective is to improve the emotional
well-being of adults who have suffered from a range of mental illnesses. This objective is met by
providing a tranquil, rural setting in which service users (‘gardeners’) can engage in satisfying and
rewarding activities.
This evening visit will be by private cars. The cost is £6 pp assuming a minimum number of 25.
This includes refreshments. Places may be booked with the treasurer on 730961 with payment due
within 7 days of booking. Meet in the Village Centre car park ready to depart at 6 pm, with a target
arrival time of 6:45 pm. When booking please indicate if you can provide transport. Directions will
be provided. Please note that the number of places available is subject to the number of volunteer
drivers with cars.
Finally, DON’T FORGET THE PLANT SALE!

Kennington History Society
At the February AGM George Ross stood down from the Committee. He was warmly thanked by
all for his enormous contribution since the inception of the Society. So great has been his input it is
taking about six of us to do all the things he did to keep the Society running. The Committee is to
discuss how to thank him formally at its next Committee meeting.
After the formalities of the AGM, which saw the three Co-Chairmen and all the other Officers reelected, I showed a French CD showing how the French railway system (of which only 3½% was
usable after liberation) was more or less put together over the next 18 months or so, with historic
grainy footage from the SNCF archives. As it was in fairly dense French I provided a glossary to
help understanding. It was well received.
At the March meeting Liz Woolley gave an illustrated talk on the children of Oxfordshire and the
second World War. There were fascinating details relating to evacuees, rationing and all the other
experiences of the younger civilian population of the County. It was an excellent and well-received
talk.
At the April meeting Chris Butterfield will give a talk on the Oxford Bus Museum at Long
Hanborough.
At the May meeting Victoria Bedrata will give a talk on Oxford and the history of medicine.
— Bob Johnston
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Kennington’s Grand Fête
Saturday 13th June from 12 noon
St Swithun’s Church Grounds
KOA, St Swithun’s Church and St Swithun’s School
Planning is well underway for this year’s Kennington fête, raising funds for the above charities. We
are looking forward to another enjoyable day for all with the Kennington Band, a variety of stalls,
BBQ, bouncy castle and various displays and activities. There will be several new attractions
including horseshoes, loom band creations and an area for children to play.
The children’s art competition this
year will also have a baking theme.
We can’t wait to see the wonderful
display of work!
We always need volunteers to make
the day a success. If you are able to
help on the day please let Lisa know
on 07762 862280.

This year’s special event is a cupcake
baking competition! Categories are ages
7 and under, 8–12, 13–17, and 18 and
over. Cupcakes need to be at the church
hall by 12:30. Judging will be at 12.45.
Entrants must present 4 cup cakes to be
judged. Judges will be considering
presentation, originality and taste!

We also need contributions of plants, books, DVD’s, toys, cakes, white elephant, costume jewellery,
toiletries, etc. Please bring any donations to the church grounds in the morning between 9 am and
11:30 am. Thank You.

St Swithun’s Hazel Class report
At St Swithun’s we had an exciting science week! We all did some great things such as…
Investigating lots of scientific questions about human evolution (our topic this term). A popular
question was, ‘Does sight affect taste?’ It was interesting to find out that people associate flavour
with the colour of the food and drink. We had to plan, predict, carry out and finally evaluate our
investigation. Hopefully we will win Oxford’s ‘Big Science Event’!
Throughout the week we had some visitors from the parents of children in our class. On
Wednesday, Annie’s Dad came and spoke to us about climate change, which was really interesting.
On ‘demo day’ (Thursday), Megan’s mum showed us a few explosions!
On Friday, a lady came and talked to us about states of matter. She did some dry
ice experiments—the inside of the hall turned into a big cloud! She did this by
filling a box with boiling water and adding dry ice. She taught us about solids,
liquids and gases, including what plasma is! DON’T play with dry ice children, it’s
dangerous!
On the last day of science week, there was a solar eclipse. It was very chilly! A
solar eclipse is when the moon passes between Earth and the Sun. When this
happens some animals feel confused and prepare for night time. We saw it when it
looked like a banana and then when it looked like a smile—it was amazing! Some of us had made
special eclipse viewers to see it, whilst others wore special glasses.
— Max and Jessie
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St Swithun’s CE Primary School
Our spring terms seemed very short this year, but we had plenty going on in school. Our
Year 4s spent a fantastic week at Kilvrough Outdoor Education Centre in South Wales.
We were proud of them, as they took being away from home for four nights in their
stride, quickly learnt their way around the centre and embarked on all the challenges of
the week with great enthusiasm. They enjoyed canoeing, rock climbing, abseiling, problem-solving
challenges and exploring the coast and beaches.
We celebrated Science Week with a wealth of science-based activities happening throughout the
school. We are fortunate in having many children whose parents’ jobs are science-based, so we
were delighted to welcome several parents into school. They showed the children some of the
things that they do at work and the links with science. It’s never too early to inspire the children
with the possibilities presented by science, technology, engineering and maths! At the end of the
week was the partial solar eclipse and we had the whole school outside, watching an event that I am
sure they will remember for a long time. We are very grateful to Mrs Hanley, our subject leader for
science, for planning and co-ordinating the whole week; she even seemed to be able to arrange
perfect weather just in time for the eclipse!
Our journalists this month are from Hazel Class (9–11 year olds) who have chosen to report on our
Science Week (page 37). We also have a report from children in Ash Class (5–6 year olds), who
wanted to tell you about their visit to Legoland as the culmination of their topic on ‘megastructures’ (page 18).
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

Headway Oxfordshire
Headway Oxfordshire is a local charity, employing a small team of dedicated
people, working with those who are affected by Brain Injury.
We are looking for caring and enthusiastic personal assistants, to assist individuals
who have had brain injuries in their own home, in the community and at our Activity and
Rehabilitation Centre.
There is no personal care involved in this role. Experience of working with Brain Injury is desirable
but not essential as training is given. We have a full-time and 16-hour posts available. A full driving
licence and consistent availability is essential.
We are always looking for volunteers to help support our staff in the Rehabilitation and Activity
Centre on Bagley Wood Road. If you enjoy meeting and talking with new people, are a good
listener and can volunteer some of your time to Headway Oxfordshire, we would love to hear from
you.
We are also urgently looking for volunteer drivers to help transport our Services Users to and from
the Activity and Rehabilitation in Kennington, Oxford. Drivers need to be over 25 years old and
have a clean driving license.
If you are interested in either of the above please contact Claire Twinn or Charlotte Carlisle on
01865 326263 or email admin@headway-oxford.org.uk.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10 th
of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
Currently full
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. The Editor reserves the right to
edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News
not Views. Submissions to include the name and contact
details of the submitter. Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Badminton
Village Centre
Mondays 8:30–10:30 pm
Kennington Strollers Pavilion, Playfield Road
Tuesdays, 2:30 pm
Kennington Walks
Village Centre Car Park
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Swimming Club
Radley College
Mondays 8–8:30 pm. Saturdays 9–10 pm
May
Sat
Wed
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Mon
Wed
Mon

Parish Office
2 Kennington Cancer Fund: Ladies’ Shoe Sale
Choir Book: tea & cakes + Launch
6 Kennington Link WI
9 Kennington Athletic Football Club
10 Annual Tournament; ring Dave Wiggins 07818 556140
11 Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
12
Parish Council Planning
13 Kennington WI
14 Parish Council Meeting
18 Kennington History Society: History Medicine Oxford
20 Short Service
25 Festival Group

June
Tue
2 Parish Council Planning
Wed 3 Kennington Link WI
Sat
6 Parish Office
Sun
7 Family Fun Run & Walk
Mon 8 Festival Group
Tue
9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Wed 10 Kennington WI 90th birthday afternoon tea
Thu 11 Parish Council Meeting
Luke’s Fund Coffee Morning
Sat 13
Kennington Grand Fête (KOA, Church & School)
Mon 15 Kennington History Society: Oxfordshire castles
Tue 23 Parish Council Planning
Sun 28 KOA Open Gardens

Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church

10–11 am
10 am–12 noon
2:30 + 3:30 pm
2:15 pm

Forest Side
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre

2–4 pm
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:45 pm
10:30 am
2–4 pm

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Forest Side
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Around the Village

8 pm
2:15 pm
10–11 am
11 am
2–4 pm
10 am
3–4:30 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
12 noon–4:30 pm
7:45 pm
8 pm
2–6 pm

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
Please remember to fill in the Kennington Diary (in the Post Office)
and send us your entries for both July and August in time for the July edition.
Deadlines: Wednesday 10th June for adverts and diary entries,
and Monday 15th June for articles (see page 47).
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