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Weimen sketch of Ray’s book launch at Blackwell’s

Ray Foulk, founder of the Isle of Wight Festivals (1968–
1970), will come to Kennington on Saturday 21st. With
live music and film, Ray will talk about Stealing Dylan
from Woodstock and The Last Great Event.
Find out on page 26 how you can attend!
Kennington’s Remembrance Service will take
place at the War Memorial starting at 10:45 am
on Sunday 8th. Kennington road will be closed
from 10:30 am until the end of the service.
Inside and online at www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk:
Autumn wildlife gardening, Youth Club, Badminton,
Pension advice, Kennington refugees, and more!
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Hello everybody. My name is Alison, and I have just started my new role as Associate Minister in
the Benefice of Radley, Sunningwell and Kennington, working part time alongside our Vicar Pam
and the rest of the ministry team. My husband Malcolm and I have moved into the Vicarage in
Kennington with our dog, Bramble. We are really pleased to finally be here, and have enjoyed a
wonderful welcome from everyone.
I originally hail from the West Coast of Scotland and have a background in nursing and public
health in the NHS. I spent eight years working for the Christian relief and development charity,
Tearfund. Before starting my ordination training, I spent two years working as an administrator for
our church in London. I trained for the ministry at Ripon College, Cuddesdon, and have spent the
last three years as a curate in West London.
One of the lovely things about moving to Kennington and working across the three villages is being
closer to the beautiful Oxfordshire countryside. I love watching the autumn trees change colours
and the way the landscape and wildlife around me seems to hunker down for the winter ahead. But
November is also, of course, a time of remembrance; when we remember and pay tribute to those
who have suffered and died in conflicts past and present. We remember, too, the conflicts of the
world today and think particularly of the millions of refugees fleeing violence in their home towns,
uncertain of the future. It is moving to see the tremendous response of so many across the UK and
Europe, seeking ways to bring help and support to those in need. We continue too, to pray for
peace.
Do come and join us for an Act of Remembrance in Kennington on Sunday 8 th, 10:45 am, at the
War Memorial, followed by a service at St Swithun’s Church—an opportunity to gather together
and remember with gratitude the sacrifice of so many for the sake of others, to pray for our armed
forces and to pray for peace across the world. On Sunday 22 nd at 6 pm in St Swithun’s Church there
will be a quiet, reflective service for all those wishing to remember loved ones they have lost,
whether recently or some time ago. All are welcome.
There is lots going on at St Swithun’s and in Radley and Sunningwell. We would love to welcome
you to any of our services or to some of the many activities going on, and I look forward very much
to meeting you in person!
— Alison Mathew
PS Don’t forget Messy Church on Sunday 15th at 9:30 am!
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Services in November
Sun 1st

9:30 am
6:30 pm

Sun 8th

Remembrance Sunday
10:450 am Act of Remembrance
at the War Memorial followed
by a service in the Church
6:30 pm Compline

Parish Communion
Compline

Sun 15th 9:30 am
9:30 am
6:30 pm

Messy Church
Morning Prayer in Church Hall
Compline

Sun 22nd 9:30 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Compline

Sun 29th 9:30 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Ecumenical Advent
Songs of Praise

Every Thursday there is a Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church). In November there is no
Children’s Church on Remembrance Sunday.
Messy Church is on the third Sunday of the month, this month on Sunday 15th. At
Messy Church we use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories to reflect a God of
creativity. As well as doing things together we eat breakfast, have a chat and have a
short time of worship. It starts at 9:30 am and usually finishes by 11. If you want to
know more, come along and sample it! You would be very welcome. Morning Prayer for those
who prefer a more traditional service is in the Church Hall, you can also enjoy a croissant and
coffee after the service and see what has been happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner to help you with private prayer. You are also welcome
to come in and enjoy the grounds.
Fancy some community gardening? Join Rosey and our Flowerpot Gang making our church
grounds beautiful. We generally meet on the third Saturday, the 21 st this month. You are very
welcome to join us at any of these sessions. Any time between 9 am and midday; even just an
hour will help. Please bring gardening gloves and hand fork. Telephone 01865 327969.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Parish Priest:

Father Daniel Lloyd
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: dlloyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish
Saturday
Hill, Botley
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
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6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells

9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN NOVEMBER
1st

10:30 am ALL SAINT’S DAY & 48th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY: We have invited the
Rev Alan Grist to conduct our 48th Church Anniversary celebrations. Alan was
our Minister here in Kennington some 30 years ago and we look forward to
welcoming him back. There will be many Kennington folk who remember him.
Do come along and share our happy day.

8th

10:30 am REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY: The Village Service of Remembrance at the War
Memorial. We join with the whole of Kennington at the Act of Remembrance at
the War Memorial, followed immediately by a United Service in the Parish
Church of St Swithun. There will be NO service in the Methodist Church today.

15th 10:30 am We welcome Rachel Blainey from Botley to lead our Morning Worship today.
22th 10:30 am Morning Worship will be led by our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies.
This service will include the monthly service of Holy Communion.
29th 10:30 am ADVENT SUNDAY: We welcome Simeon Mitchell from Oxford to lead this
month’s service of Alternative Worship.
MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
The Christians Together Afternoon Fellowship will meet on Tuesday 17th at 2:30 pm in Flat 5,
Alice & Margaret House, Desborough Crescent, Rose Hill, OX4 4SP. For further details and
transport please phone Dilys Cale on 01865 739774. Everyone is invited to this friendly meeting.
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge this month will be on Wednesday 18th, 10:30–11 am.
We usually begin with a hymn and then read from the Bible and see how its message can apply to
our day-to-day life. We then offer prayer for our local community and our world. Do come along
and join the residents for 30 minutes of informal worship. All are welcome.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm). This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 2nd at 8 pm at the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
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COFFEE MORNING: Tuesday 10th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The October
Coffee Morning raised £112.36. Our December Coffee Morning will be a Christmas Special on
Tuesday 8th December.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH.
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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It’s Under the Sea for Ash Class
To begin our ‘Under the Sea’ topic this term, we had
an ‘under the sea’ inspired day! It was exciting as we
dressed up as sea creatures ranging from small fish to
sharks to mermaids!
We began the day with a treasure hunt outside. Our
task was to find pictures of sea creatures and cards
with fun facts. We matched the pictures to the fun
facts. We discovered that seahorses like to swim in
pairs and that dolphins are highly intelligent
creatures. From our discoveries, we each drew a sea
creature and wrote the fact we found out.
Next, we sharpened our maths skills by using directional and positional language to find Nemo.
Nemo managed to hide under, above and in between things in the classroom and we used new
vocabulary to find his hiding place.
Later that day we created dance moves to ‘Under the Sea’ featured in The Little Mermaid. We
especially enjoyed creating wave-like movements with our arms and shaking our hips of course!
We are now looking forward to finding out more about life under the sea as well as famous boats of
the past.

Kennington History Society
By the time you read this we will have had a talk by Ivan Cadge on 19th October by Ivan Cadge on
the “History of the Abingdon GWR Branch.”
At the same time we are looking forward to a talk by David Holt on Monday 16 th November on
“Uncut Van Gogh.” David has given a number of talks in the past, e.g. on Babbage’s difference
engine, and they have all been excellent.
Last month we had a talk from Timothy Walker on the “History of the Oxford Botanic gardens.” It
was a cracker, full of insights and some very witty jokes. Did you know for example that much of
the gardens were on made up land that used to be water meadows, and that some of the material
used to build up the land was 17 th century sewage sludge? Some of said that it was one of the best
talks ever, certainly one of the best I have attended.
On 24th September we had our annual outing to Winchester, just an hour’s journey away. A great
success on the whole and most enjoyable. When we got there, after a cup of tea, George Ross,
Roger Gelder and I headed for the Great Hall, passing the remains of the castle in the process.
Therein is the round table on which is inscribed the names of the 30-odd Knights of the Round
Table. Originally ascribed to King Arthur, it is now thought to be mediaeval.
In the afternoon we toured the cathedral, a most impressive building dating back to 1093. The
highlight was when we persuaded one of the guides to unlock the crypt and take us around. We
were lucky because it often floods. Down there are two wells with crystal-clear water, and all the
carved stonework that has either fallen off or been replaced, including at least two statures of St
Swithun.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com
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KOA
www.koa.org.uk
The end of the KOA Year approaches…
Join our celebrations on Wednesday 11th at 8 pm
St Swithun’s Church Hall (entry around the side)
This is the occasion when we will hand over the
money you have raised in 2015 to Jon Beale of
Standing Voice. Although we begin with a 30-minute
AGM, we like this meeting to be a party.
As well as hearing news from Jon, we will hear from
Charlotte Bannister Parker of The Children’s Radio
Foundation (CRF), our charity for 2013. We raised
the money for them to set up a station in Tanzania.
We have put Standing Voice and CRF in contact with
each other so that together they can provide another
way of giving a voice to the young people affected
by Albinism. Your money is already helping; see the
case study below.
After the meeting we have refreshments and a revolving show of pictures
from this year’s events. It’s a friendly gathering so do join us.
KOA, like many village organisations, is facing a leadership problem. Next year will definitely be
my (Sylvia’s) last as chairman of KOA. Halcyon Leonard also wishes to stand down as one of our
triumvirate of chairmen, and our secretary is moving. Unless we can find new committee members,
2016 could be the last year of KOA in the form that we have got to know it over the last 46 years.
We don’t pounce on people at our AGM. If you are interested in coming on the committee do
please get in touch with Marilyn or me.
Standing voice skin cancer prevention and treatment programme
In June 2015 Standing Voice staff visited Tanzania to assess the progress of the programme for
which KOA has been raising money this year. The following is taken from one of their case studies.
Teddy James is a 35-year-old teacher and nurse at Alliance School in Mwanza. As a health and
educational professional in close proximity to the children whom Standing Voice treats, her
thoughts provide fresh and structured insight into the impact that our initiatives can have when their
delivery is sustained over time. She said:
“After receiving regular medical check-ups and education from Standing Voice, my students’
attitudes toward albinism have changed. They previously saw themselves as abnormal or subhuman
because of their skin colour, but now they are happy and confident. Your clinics have nurtured their
individual personalities, enabling them to identify first and foremost as human beings.”
Chair: Marilyn Farr, 01865 326519, marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk
Vice-Chair: Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, sylviavetta@gmail.com
10
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Kennington Baby & Toddler Group
We have had a super start to the term, with many new faces joining us, including several who are
new to the world, not just new to the group! We meet in the Village Centre every Tuesday and
Thursday morning in term-time, from 9:30 to 11:30 am. Who are we? A group of approximately 25
under-fives and their carers, many from Kennington, some from further afield.
What does a typical morning involve? Well, probably a lot of the following: playing with friends,
doing craft activities (recently, a froggy door hanger and a giraffe hat), sharing books, singing
(doing the actions, of course!), letting off steam in the soft play corner, bouncing on the trampoline,
rocking on the see-saw, making play-dough sausages, role-play in the children’s kitchen, building
with bricks, completing a jigsaw, pushing mini cars around the map mat, “driving” slightly bigger
cars around the hall, taking a doll for a walk in a buggy… and then enjoying a well-earned healthy
snack (usually fruit, bread and cheese).
Meanwhile, parents and carers relax with a cup of tea and get to know other families—or, more
often, chase around after their child, making sure they don’t fall off the slide, snatch another child’s
car or cover their clothes in glue!
Following recent cuts to County Council funding, we no longer have any support from our local
children’s centre. The group is now run entirely by volunteers, mostly parents—and we always
welcome more support! One way that you Chronicle readers could support us at the moment is this:
if you’re clearing out toys from your house, and come across any of the following in good
condition, please could you consider passing them to the group? We would really like:
play food, a small workbench, a chalk-board, paper, paints, pens, crayons, plastic aprons, a train
set, a water tray, a tuff tray, low tables (wipe-able), small and soft balls, a doctor’s kit, and any
other role-play toys
If you could bring any of these along to the group, or email me so that I could collect them, we’d all
be very grateful.
There’s not long to go now until our exciting Christmas party! On Sunday 6th December, from 2
’til 4 pm, many of Kennington’s under-fives will be gathering in the Village Centre to kick off their
Christmas celebrations! There’ll be entertainment (kindly provided by Edna the Entertainer), music,
dancing, lots of balloons and paper chains, yummy food (bring-and-share), and, rumour has it,
Father Christmas himself may even be bringing along presents for good girls and boys… If you’d
like to come, let us know by Thursday 26 th November (the Big Man likes to have a little notice, you
see). Tickets are £3 per child.
If you look after a little one, we’d love to see you and them at the Christmas party, or at any of our
regular sessions—for those, there’s no need to book, just turn up! Your first session is free,
thereafter we ask for £2 per family.
For more information, email Emma on ejpartington@hotmail.co.uk.

Kennington Badminton Club
New players welcome!
Mondays 8:30–10:30 pm in the Village Hall
For details, contact Tim Shepherd on 01865 326819
or Andrew Suckling on asuckling@marks-clerk.com
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Yoga: Tree Pose
The third in a series on yoga from Elli Preghenella, http://j.mp/yoga-with-elli
Recently, scientific research has begun to document the many health benefits of the ancient practice
of yoga. These benefits can be felt after just one session, and are augmented with regular practice.
In addition to the well-known physical benefits of yoga, such as increased flexibility, strength,
balance and coordination, yoga has mental and emotional benefits. By focusing on the now, Yoga
develops focus, concentration and discipline.
Because of the deep, mindful breathing that yoga involves, lung capacity improves and respiratory
efficiency increases. This can improve sports performance and provide release for people with
asthma. Yoga generates a sense of peace and contentment, fosters personal awareness and selfacceptance, and helps deal more easily with life events.
Yoga is not about attaining perfect poses or being the best; it is about learning to do what is right
for your own body. Success is not measured against others but against oneself. A consistent Hatha
yoga practice can quiet the mind and refresh the body, bringing health, relaxation and happiness.
Vrksasana: Tree pose
This pose balances the mind and body, improves concentration, strengthens the legs and
opens the hips. Stand with your back to the wall if you struggle with balance.
1. Stand tall, feet together, hands on hips, focusing on a point in front of you.
2. Bring all the weight into the left leg.
3. Gently inhaling, raise the right leg, placing the right foot to the inside of the left
leg: this can be anywhere from the ankle with toes resting on the floor to placing
the heel against the groin. Avoid placing the foot on the knee as this can cause
damage to the knee joint.
4. When you have found your balance, try bringing the palms together in front of the
chest.
5. If you are still comfortable and balanced, try raising the hands above the head.
6. Hold for up to 12 long breaths.
7. Repeat on the other side.

Christmas Fayre
Edith Court (Upper Road, adjacent to the Methodist Church)
Tuesday 17th November, 10 am–3 pm
Many Handicrafts for sale or can be ordered
Tea & Coffee (50p)
Also a spectacular raffle, with all proceeds going to Edith Court to benefit the tenants
14
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Kennington Women’s Institute
The President welcomed everyone to the October meeting, and after dealing with
various business items she introduced our speaker, Amanda Wood.
The title of Amanda’s talk was “Christchurch New Zealand after the Earthquake”. This was most
interesting and gave us a real insight into the awful disaster and the after-effects, which still
continue to this day and into the foreseeable future.
We have had to make a change to the programme for our November meeting. David Holt will be
with us to talk about “The Life and Art of Vincent van Gogh”.
Don’t forget that we are always pleased to see friends and visitors. You will be made most welcome
and offered refreshments with the members afterwards. The date for your diary is Wednesday 11th
November in the Village Centre at 7:15 pm.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, www.stuartmabbuttgardeningltd.com
Life under the leaves
Whilst many die off, some insect species hibernate over winter in sheltered spots. Leaving some
leaves under hedges and shrubs, where it can be around 2 degrees warmer in autumn and winter, is
where a lot of your wildlife will be hanging out. Hibernating mammals and ground-feeding birds
overwintering in the UK will also appreciate it.
Remember, though, that leaf piles are for more that hibernating hedgehogs. It’s too simplistic to
think otherwise.
When you come to tidy your garden this Autumn, leave some ivy uncut if practical, as it is an
excellent late source of nectar for insects.
Some seed heads left standing, rather than cutting them back, to provide food and shelter for
wildlife is ideal coming into this time of year too.
A multitude of butterfly and moth species overwinter as pupae in leaf litter. If you rake up and
throw away all of your leaves this Autumn, you’ll be getting rid of these beneficial and often
beautiful insects.
I’d suggest avoiding leaf blowers. They are loud and rely on fossil fuels that pollute our air and
contribute to global climate change. Rake up instead, I challenge you! You’ll be able to hear the
chirping of birds and other natural sounds while you’re working, plus you’ll get some good
exercise! Maybe I’d suggest a rake and a broom does a better job in some cases too?
Just a simple message this time, tend your garden by all means but just consider Man’s obsession in
trying to control his garden and make it lovely and tidy. Its a reflection of our obsession to control
the world around us as I’ve said before. That, my friends, is a battle none of us is going to win.
So enjoy the leaves blowing around this year and use all the spare time gained by not clearing them
away to enjoy the wildlife in your garden you might have walked past on a daily basis.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Choirs’ annual performance of Handel’s Messiah took place in the Holywell Music Room in
Oxford on Sunday 11th October. Despite the road closures for the Oxford Half-Marathon, a good
audience turned up and it was a sparkling afternoon of superb music. Both chorus and soloists
excelled themselves. Jamal Sutton from Winchester College was our accompanist.
At half-time the concert had raised £836 for SeeSaw. But more money came in as the concert
ended, making the total over £900. We will give the final figure next month when we have it.
The Choirs are now preparing Orpheus in the Underworld by Offenbach for concerts in
Kennington in December. If you would like to sing with us, rehearsals are held every Friday
evening in the Methodist Hall in Upper Road at 7:45 pm. Come along and join us. You will be
made most welcome. Copies, etc. will be available.
Copies of the book, I Love You All, are still available.

Kennington Link WI
Members were whisked back over many years as we listened to a talk on the
History of Witney Blankets and remembered the warmth and comfort that these
blankets gave. Our speaker, Valerie Burton, spoke with much feeling and enthusiasm
for her time working first at Early’s Mill and later at Witney Blankets. Witney was well situated for
these mills, having plenty of sheep on the Cotswolds and the River Windrush running close by.
Spinning and weaving had begun as small cottage industries and were an important source of
income especially for country-dwellers, but unfortunately when the Industrial Revolution hit
Witney the work population was cut down to one-eighth. Family cottages did not have enough
room to accommodate the looms which were provided so they were housed together in one
building—and the mills developed from there.
We heard that after the cloth had been woven, washed, bleached and dried it still needed to be
fluffed up with old-fashioned teasels which were specially grown for the purpose. Valerie’s
amusing anecdotes of mill work included a tale of how the mill’s little black cat got caught in the
bleaching department overnight and came out next morning, SNOWY WHITE.
There were many photographs and items of memorabilia to handle and enjoy before the speaker
was thanked for a very humorous and fascinating talk.
Business Proceedings included a reminder of both the Group Meeting and the Evening Institute’s
winter lunch later in the month. There was also an invitation to Radley WI on 5 th November entitled
‘Colour for you’.
An account of the recent WI Birthday Celebrations. Seven members had attended a very
moving WI Centenary Service in Christchurch Cathedral when our banner was paraded along with
more than 140 Oxfordshire banners. On the actual 100 th anniversary day members celebrated with
lunch at the Bowyers followed by tea and delicious cake in the Methodist Hall. A memorable two
days!
The next meeting will be on 4th November when the speaker will be Chris Holmes, whose talk is
entitled ‘From Pauper to Priest’. Visitors will be very welcome and can be assured of a warm
welcome. We meet at 2:15 pm at the Methodist Church Hall.
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Kennington Cancer Fund
Our Christmas Bazaar is on Saturday 5th December when we will present this years' cheque to
Prof Harris.
The presentation will be at 11 am and we invite all who are present to join in our celebration with a
glass of sherry and a mince pie.
This cheque will bring our donations to the Oncology unit to £350,000 in 26 years of fund-raising.
Prof Harris is always happy to answer any questions. Please come along and support us.

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
By the time you read this article, I hope that the steel work for our new classroom will
be in position and we will be able to see the building beginning to take shape. Our
contractors are fantastic, being extremely considerate and accommodating. They are
even arranging a meeting so that some of the members of our journalists’ club can interview them
for the school newspaper they are publishing! The architect’s 3D image below shows the
appearance of the finished building.

Meanwhile, it is a busy time for our Year 6 pupils learning some key life skills. We are really
pleased that, after a two-year break, we are again able to offer cycle training to all the children in
their final year at St Swithun’s. Cycling is such a good way of getting to places, as well as being
great exercise. Thanks to some funding becoming available, Oxfordshire County Council has been
able to provide a qualified trainer and the children are thoroughly enjoying their sessions. Thank
you for your consideration, if you have seen them out and about on their bikes in the village on
Thursday mornings.
As part of the rich curriculum that we offer the children, our Year 6 pupils will also shortly be off
on a visit to the John Radcliffe Hospital for IMPS training. IMPS is the Injury Minimisation
Programme for Schools, and this is a worthwhile opportunity. The children get to find out about
some aspects of the work of the hospital’s Accident and Emergency Department, as well as learning
some potentially life-saving first aid skills. IMPS relies on fund-raising and donations to be able to
offer this valuable session to all Year 6 pupils in Oxfordshire schools free of charge, so we are
grateful that we are able to take advantage of this opportunity.
Another curriculum-enriching day is the subject of our report from some of our journalists, which
this month is from Miss Element and the 5–6 year old Year 1 children in Ash Class (page 9).
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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Citizens Advice Bureau: pension options Q&A
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) — www.caox.org.uk
Q. I’ve heard that the new pension reforms say I shall have full access to my pension pot when I
turn 55. How do I work out what I should do with my pension savings?
A. The pension reforms that came in this April give people the freedom to access their defined
contribution pension and do whatever they want with it. You can buy an annuity, or take your
pension out in one go, or withdraw it bit by bit and leave some of it invested. Planning for your
retirement can be complicated so it’s important to get guidance on your options.
The good news is that the Government has introduced Pension Wise, a new free service offering
guidance online, over the phone with The Pensions Advisory Service, or face to face with Citizens
Advice. Appointments are pre-booked 45-minute sessions tailored to your individual
circumstances. Guidance is impartial, meaning that it will not recommend products or services, but
the person you talk to will describe your options and help you consider their impact.
To get the most out of Pension Wise guidance, preparation is important. First, work out the value of
your pension pots. Look at your most recent statement or contact your provider. Check and see if
there are any restrictions attached. Next, get a state pension forecast, and gather the details of any
benefits you receive.
The next step is to work out your likely expenditure. Include the cost of essentials like housing or
utilities, and leisure activities. This should give you a rough budget.
Bring this information to your Pension Wise appointment. Citizens Advice staff will help you think
through your circumstances and present the options available to you.

Kennington refugees
Many of us are concerned about the plight of refugees, especially those fleeing violence and
tyranny in Syria. As you will know the government has agreed to take some 20,000 of them over
the next few years. Central government resources have been promised to help them, so that existing
social housing programmes are not disrupted. However these people will need some kind of
bridging programme before they are finally settled.
To this end an umbrella organisation has been set up in Oxford called Oxford City of Sanctuary.
Part of its role is to set up Host Oxford, which aims to create a register of “hosts” who are willing
to provide accommodation for refugees, either temporarily or longer term, on an agreed basis
clearly set out in their helpful Guidebook. If you consider offering accommodation, the book is
available from their website www.oxford.cityofsanctuary.org/host-oxford
Meanwhile an informal group of concerned residents, Kennington Welcomes Refugees, has been
set up to liaise with Host Oxford and provide local support for any refugees and hosts in the village.
If you would like to join us or find out more, please contact Gillian Cox on 01865 735590 or
gilliancox@ntlworld.com.
— Bob Johnston
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Wednesday 18th, 7:30 pm, Village Centre
Annual General Meeting and illustrated talk by Timothy Walker, retired superintendent of the
Botanic Garden, Oxford.
Subject: Tenerife, home to many plant species that grow nowhere else on Earth—not even the other
Canary Islands.
Admission £2 for members and £3 non-members. Complimentary refreshments. The talk will
follow the AGM.
Proposed holiday 2016
We are pleased to advise that we are planning a five-night holiday next year based at the Manor
Hotel Exmouth. The date is Sunday 3rd July 2016. The projected cost will not exceed £375.
The October Chronicle gave details of when and how to apply for places which, we anticipate will
have been taken by the date of this publication. Any outstanding places will be advertised in the
December Chronicle.

1st Kennington Guides
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
This term the Guides have been working on their Go For It: Teamwork badge.
This is a resource pack from which they select, plan and carry out their choice of activities as a
Patrol.
They have tried wrapping presents while blindfolded and untangling human knots. When
challenged to prepare a meal, one Patrol prepared pizza and angel delight, while another feasted on
filled potato skins and Eton mess. They built obstacle courses, rescued chocolate from the middle
of an imaginary bog, practised their drama skills and demonstrated their creativity with drawing
games.
We had a display at the Kennington Fresher’s Day with photos of our recent activities and an album
of the past. We enjoyed meeting representatives from other village organisations and thank the
organisers for inviting us. We also thank the Guides who came along to help with serving
refreshments.
The term will end with a camp out, complete with camp fire and toasted marshmallows. Next term,
we will be learning to use a compass by drawing pictures with glow sticks and indulging our sweet
tooth by completing the chocolate badge.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
November Author talk: Wednesday 4th, coffee 10:30 am for 11 free event
Debrah Martin writes
under three different pen
names and in three very
different
genres.
Compelling thrillers as
D B Martin, literary
fiction
as
Debrah
Martin, and her YA teen
detective series as Lily
Stuart. So why not stick to just one name and
one genre? “Variety is the spice of life,” she
says. “And I rather enjoy being three people
at once—they do say two heads are better
than one, so with three…”
Monthly activities for Children in the
library for under 5’s:
Rhymetime — Monday 9th, 2–2:30 pm
Storytime — Wednesday 18th, 10–11 am
Activities run by experienced and enthusiastic
Friends of Kennington Library Volunteers.
Sixties Gala Night with Ray Foulk
Saturday 21st, 6:30 pm
Kennington Village Centre
Tickets £15. Just 15 tickets left. Book yours now!
from Dominique in the library or from Sylvia on 0789 054969.
Ray Foulk, founder of the Isle of Wight Festivals (1968–
1970), is coming to Kennington. With live music and film, Ray
will talk about Stealing Dylan from Woodstock and The Last
Great Event. In 1970, 600,000 people made their way to the Isle
of Wight to watch the great acts of the day. One of them, Legs
Larry Smith of the Bonzos will be with us on the day.
Doors open 6:30 pm for a prompt start at 7 pm in the Village Centre.
Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. Please
keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 43).
Tree’d
We thank all the people who helped and were concerned when our kitten, Sky, went missing on
Thursday 17th. He was eventually found 40 ft up a tree in Bagley Wood.
Special thanks go to Sally and Graham, who allowed us to tramp through their house and garden,
and to Richard, our local tree surgeon, who eventually managed to rescue him on Saturday 19 th.
Again, thanks to all.
— Pam & Mick Freeman

Kennington Youth Club
Kennington Youth Club continues alive and well each Monday and Thursday
of term. Both leader and the volunteer helpers welcome all local young
people, so if you haven’t been before, drop in on one of these evenings and
join in with whatever is on offer. It’s 6:30 pm on a Monday and 7 pm on a Thursday.
There are invariably bits of a programme woven into fun evenings, which makes it easy to forget
all the stresses and strains of school life for a couple of hours.
We have a regular weekly membership, but what we haven’t had this year is any new school Year
5’s on a Thursday. So if you are in Year 5 at St Swithun’s and want to try Youth Club life, we would
love to welcome you. It could be just the right time, as we expect to have someone new: a colleague
of our leader Tabby in addition to our regular volunteers. So ring the number below or just turn up
at 7 pm on a Thursday and experience Youth Club for yourself!
However well we are doing there is always something we lack. Some say that at the moment it’s a
big umbrella! This is because we cannot do that most popular activity—washing up (!)—in the
club kitchen on rainy nights without dodging drips of water from a leaking roof!
Yes, we have been visited by vandals on the youth club roof again. They have damaged a few roof
tiles and we can’t find anyone to repair them. We have replacement tiles but it’s not a job we are
good at. So if you can do this, or know anyone who has the skill, please would you ring me on
01865 735864 and give us an estimate? We try to provide funding for such disasters, but all the
skilled roofers we know seem too busy at present.
Fingers crossed, by the time you read this we would have submitted our ‘First Steps’ Health and
Safety portfolio to Oxfordshire Youth and Ambition, our local and national support bodies.
Government legislation regarding Youth Clubs has become important these days though their
funding is still zero, so we look forward to getting certification. A safe environment is a must for
Kennington Youth Club.
You can contact the club with any offers or questions by ringing me on 01865 735864. I look
forward to hearing from you.
— Roy King
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Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk.
You may be aware that the post box collections have been reduced recently to once a day, with the
Royal Mail stating that the daily collection during the week will not be before 9 am and on
Saturday not before 7 am. The following post boxes will also have a second delivery:
•

Hinksey Hill, 4:45 pm

•

Little London (Bagley Wood Road), 5:15 pm

•

Longwall Street, 5:30 pm

•

Manor Road near Lincombe Lane, 4:45 pm

•

Wootton Ridge Boars Hill, 4 pm

•

Oriel Square, 5:15 pm

The village Post Office will continue to have collections at 12 midday and 5:15 pm with the postbox outside the Post Office having a collection at 5:30 pm. More information can be found on
Royal Mail’s website http://j.mp/royal-mail-postbox-faq.
It was agreed at the last Council meeting that a litter bin would be installed near Forest Side
pavilion on the playing field, in an attempt to reduce the amount of litter constantly found in this
area.
Also at this meeting the Council resolved to continue to support Kennington4Fairtrade as it has
been by using Fairtrade products at all Council events, and to support Fairtrade in future years by
paying for the village hall charges for one of Fairtrade’s annual events.
The Parish Council considered a grant request at its October meeting from Oxfordshire Association
for the Blind, which was awarded £200.
Dates of Council Meetings: November
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting Amenities Committee Planning Committee
10–11 am
7:30 pm
7 pm
8 pm
th
th
Saturday 7
Thursday 12
None
Tuesday 17th
The Amenities Committee meeting may be cancelled if not needed. Planning applications are
considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of the plan as it has only 21
days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk immediately you receive
notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any neighbour objections. Plans can
be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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40th Oxford Sea Scouts
Fireworks Night Brings 40th Oxford’s 75th Birthday Celebrations
to a Close
This Chronicle will of course be published after our annual bonfire
party, which we hope you helped make as successful as ever and
memorable both for our customers and for the special fireworks
display. Our young people will definitely be sad to now have to take
our special anniversary badge off their uniforms, even if they get
their parents to do it!
At the time of writing though, the usual preparations are going on at a
considerable pace, whether it is banners in the village, finding the
volunteers to staff the stalls and collecting up Tombola prizes, or
buying the food, drink, sweets, glow sticks, marshmallows or the
prizes for the Halloween Costume competition.
It certainly is all go, tremendous fun in the end, a great fireworks display and it generates a major
share of the money needed to keep the group operating.
This is perhaps worth dwelling upon. You heard from Kit Smith a while back reflecting upon the
benefits she has gained over the years as a Cub, Beaver and Scout Leader. She is now our Group
Chairman and still getting that buzz, as do those of us who support the Group in a range of
capacities.
It is not often the case otherwise that, in a single year, one gets to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Go to Portsmouth and visit HMS Warrior and Spinnaker Tower with 60 kids.
Be the ‘general factotum’ at Cub Camp but thereby have an excuse to chase around the
woods and fields like the 8-year-olds.
Plan a new car park for the Scout Headquarters.
Trick your colleagues to a ‘team-building day’ (also known as clearing brambles) that
actually succeeds in achieving both goals.
Lighting very big, bright and loud fireworks.
Joining in the birthday party in June at Youlbury to host pillow fights.
Debate with your Cub Scout Leader wife how to make bulbs light up from lemon juice
only!

All of these opportunities could still be open to you even if, like me, you resist the invitation to put
on a Leader’s uniform. It is certainly not a factor of having so far done 38 enjoyable years as an
adult in Scouting.
The old saying goes that a job shared is a job halved. None of the above is any kind of chore when
there are many others mucking in. Just think though what the 40 th could achieve for your children if
even more people got involved.
If you fancy a challenge and want to keep youthful, being an adult supporter of your local Scout
Group is a great option!
The Scouting organisation is a registered charity, run by volunteers at grass roots level. If we don’t
have volunteers, we won’t have scouting! Please contact us if you would like to help.
— Steve Daniels, 40th Oxford Group Executive Member & ‘Fireworks Ringmaster’
Stephen.daniels0@gmail.com
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 pm on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
Currently full
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 pm on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Apple Café
Badminton
Kennington Walkers
Swimming Club
Sun
1
Wed 4
Fri
6
Sat
7
Sun
8
Tue 10
Wed 11
Thu 12
Mon 16
Tue

17

Wed 18
Sat 28

Tue

1

Wed 2
Thu
3
Sat
5
Sun
6
Tue
8
Wed 9
Thu 10
Mon 21

Regular events
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 pm
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 am
Radley College
Monday 8–8:30 pm. Saturday 9–10 am

10:30 am
2:15 pm
7 pm
10–11 am
10:45 pm
10 am
7:30 pm
8 pm
7:30 pm
7:45 pm
2:30 pm
8 pm
10:30 am
10 am–12 noon

November
Methodist Church 48 Anniversary Celebration Service
Kennington Link WI: Pauper to Priest
Luke’s Fund Bingo
Parish Council Office
Remembrance Day Service—Kennington Road closed
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: First Nations People, Canada
Kennington Overseas Aid AGM
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington History Society: Vincent van Gogh
Ecumenical House Fellowship (details 01865 739774)
Parish Council Planning
Short Service
St Swithun’s Church Christmas Market

7 pm
8 pm
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
6 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:45 pm

December
Parish Council Amenities Committee
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI: Close-up Magic
Parish Council Budget Meeting
Kennington Cancer Fund: Xmas Bazaar
Carols around the Xmas Tree
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: Xmas meeting
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington History Society: Radley Gentry

th

Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
War Memorial
Methodist Church
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
War Memorial
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church

Kennington Road will be closed on Remembrance Day
Sunday 8th November, from 10:30 am for about an hour

The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.

Index of Contents: page 3.
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