KENNINGTON CHRONICLE
January 2016
The Village Magazine
now in its 32nd year — Issue 356

KADS Pantomime 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 29th & 30th.
See centrefold and page 8 for booking and other details.
Also inside and online at www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk:
Energy: 8 money-saving energy tips (13); Childcare required (22);
Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme (18); new Recreational Centre (28);
and much more!

The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Rev Pam McKellen
The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

01235 554739

Associate Clergy
Rev Alison Mathew
Rev Glynis Beckett
Rev Tony Rogerson
Rev Peter Stanway

Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD

01865 327974
01235 529505
01235 550214
01865 739342

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH
85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY

01865 730950
01865 739437

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH

01865 730950

73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN

01865 739758

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott
Nick Horn

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall
Mondays
Contact Gillian Cox
Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road
4th Wednesday in the month
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent
Children’s Church
Choir
Bus Pass Group
St Swithun’s Guild

9:25 am
6:30 pm
01865 735590
2:30 pm
01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday
3rd Sunday

Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group)
9:30 am
Messy Church in Church
9:25 am
Morning Prayer in Church Hall
9:30 am
Sundays
Evening Service
6:30 pm
Thursdays
Communion
10:30 am
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage
By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts
Kennington Health Centre...................www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk..............01865 730911
NHS Direct..........................................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk....................................................111
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).............................................................................................101
Area PCSO Claire Chavagnon C8491 (not 24 hours)................................................07800 702654
Parish Clerk: Anne Feather.................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings.........peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.........07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults) .........................................................................0800 317802
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.......bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209
What can I recycle?.............................http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
2

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Index of Contents
Articles & Advertisements.....................................................................................6–47
Church pages............................................................................................................3–6
Contacts and Submissions..........................................................................................47
Kennington Village Diary..........................................................................................48
Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives.............................................13
The Parish Church of St Swithun.................................................................................2
Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts.......................................................................2

St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Happy New Year!
I grew up on the West Coast of Scotland and so, for me, New Year—or Hogmanay as we called it—
was a highlight of the year. As young children, it was a treat to be allowed to stay up to ‘bring in the
New Year’ with the grown-ups! We had all sorts of wonderful, but rather peculiar traditions,
including opening a window to ‘let the old year out and the new year in’ and of course, ‘first
footing,’ where we visited friends homes after the ‘bells’ (after midnight) bringing gifts.
It was also traditional to give your house a good clean on New Year’s Eve and many people would
make a point of finishing any practical projects they were doing, like knitting a jumper, before the
New Year began as it was considered bad luck to carry them over.
It strikes me, as we enter into 2016, that the very heart of the Christian faith is a message about new
beginnings. We have just celebrated Christmas, a date on which we mark the birth of Jesus; it is
through his life, death and resurrection that Christians believe Jesus points the way to new
beginnings: the free gift of forgiveness and new life in him, offered to each and every one of us.
Jesus brings light to the dark places of the world and hope for a new and better future in which, in
God’s kingdom, all that’s wrong is made right. In the face of so much uncertainty and suffering in
the world, Jesus’s message is one of hope for all of humankind.
We’d love to welcome you to St Swithun’s Church, so do take a look at our website for details of
services and forthcoming events, and don’t forget Messy Church on Sunday 17th.
Wishing you every blessing for 2016!
— Alison Mathew
Services in January
Sun 3rd 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 10th 9:30 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Compline

Sun 17th 9:30 am
9:30 am
6:30 pm

Messy Church
Morning Prayer in Church Hall
Compline

Sun 24th 9:30 am
6:30 pm
Sun 31st 9:30 am
6:00 pm

Christians Together in
Kennington (for Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity)
Compline
Parish Communion
Songs of Praise in Radley
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Thursday 7th there will be a service of Morning Prayer at 10:30 am. On the other Thursday
mornings in January there will be a short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church, this month on Sunday 17th.
There will be craft activities that help people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. We
use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as
doing things together we eat breakfast, have a chat and have a short time of worship. It
starts at 9:30 am and usually finishes by 11 am. If you want to know more, come along
and sample it! You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: come and enjoy this service in the
Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner to help you with private prayer. You are also welcome
to come in and enjoy the grounds.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Parish Priest:

Father Daniel Lloyd
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: dlloyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish
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Saturday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)

Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

9:15 am

Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

11:15 am

Monday

6:30 pm

Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN JANUARY
3rd

10:30 am We welcome our Superintendent Minister, the Rev Dr Martin Wellings, to lead
our Morning Worship.

10th 10:30 am Andrew Maisy, from Witney, leads our Morning Worship.
6:30 pm The Circuit Service at Wesley Memorial Church in Oxford in which Simon
Pillinger will be received as a fully accredited local preacher.
17th 10:30 am Our annual Methodist Covenant Service is led by our own Minister, the Rev
Rosemary Davies. This service includes the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
24th 9:30 am We’ll have an early start to our worship as we meet at St Swithun’s Church at
9:30 am for an ecumenical service to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity. There will be no 10:30 am service at our Church that morning. The theme
of the service is, “The salt of the earth.”
31st 10:30 am We welcome Rachel Blainey, from Oxford, to lead our worship.
OTHER ACTIVITIES
Monday 4th. The monthly Bible Study at 8 pm at the Church. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on
453899.
Tuesday 19th, 2:30 pm. Our Christians Together Afternoon Fellowship Group will meet at 49
Bagley Wood Road. All details from Dilys Cale on 739774. A welcome to all at this friendly
meeting.
Wednesday 20th, 10:30 am. Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge. This is held on the third
Wednesday of every month and is very informal in its style. We usually begin with a hymn and then
read from the Bible and see how its message can apply to our daily life. We then offer prayer for
our community and our world. Do come and join with the residents in this informal half-hour of
worship and fellowship.
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COFFEE MORNING Tuesday 12th. Coffee Morning in the Methodist Church from 10 am
onwards. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with
old friends and new! The December Coffee Morning raised £140.20. Our February Coffee
Morning will be held on Tuesday 9th February.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH.
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Carols Around the Tree results
December’s Carols Around the Tree was very well attended.
The collection raised £185, which will be given to the Headway Charity in Bagley Wood Road.
Many thanks to Kennington Band, all who provided the refreshments, and all who contributed.

Kennington Scout Headquarters
Are you looking for a great venue at a reasonable price? Why
not use the Kennington Scout HQ? Whether for a birthday
party or to run a regular group activity or class, we have the
facilities, outdoor space and ‘blank sheet’ indoor space that
you need.
Families have hosted countless occasions at the Scout HQ; parents are able to socialize whilst
children can run around securely in our grassy outdoor space. Our gates can be locked and we are
away from the roads.
Facilities: Centrally heated large hall with 5 small side rooms
Kitchen with range cooker, fridge freezer and microwave, 2 sinks, urn
3 bathrooms (including 1 all-access, with shower)
Variety of tables, chairs and benches
Parking space for at least 6 cars (more if creative)
Outdoor tap and some outdoor lighting, camp-fire circle
Projector and screen available to hire separately
By arrangement, huge cooking pans, BBQ, etc.
➢

➢

➢

➢

➢

Scouting activities take precedence and our regular
bookings will be given fair warning if sleepovers or
camps are planned.
All parties to be finished by 11 pm and double doors kept
shut in consideration for our neighbours. Keys must be
returned the same night.
There is no council rubbish collection. All rubbish
generated must be taken away. The premises will need to be confirmed clean and tidy after
your event before your deposit will be returned.
The HQ is in use on Mondays (Scouts), Tuesdays (Beavers), Wednesdays (Cubs) and
Thursdays (Cubs); early Friday evenings (Karate) and Saturday mornings (Robotscool)
during term time.
Deposit and Cost depends on the type of hire. Contact Pinky Severn for a quote on
andynpink@ntlworld.com. We prefer hirers who are connected with Scouting, past or
present.

Occasionally, our hirers do not follow our noise policy. We
apologise to our neighbours for any inconvenience caused, and
we do encourage any who have suffered to let Pinky know so
that we do not let to that party again.
All your hire fees go to support Scouting in Kennington, giving
life skills and character building challenges to hundreds of local
children. To join, please contact kenningtonscouts@gmail.com
or see kenningtonscouts.org.uk. We have a waiting list for kids,
but plenty of space for adults!
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Yoga
A regular series on yoga from Elli Preghenella, http://j.mp/yoga-with-elli
Many cultures around the world traditionally feast at certain times of the year and fast at others, and
ours is no exception! As a new year begins, it is customary for many to embark on a gruelling diet
and exercise plan to compensate for the physical excesses in December, and the word detox starts
appearing everywhere. Seasonal exceptions aside, we often forget that material greed is rooted in
the mind and that a mental detox would be just as effective—if not more so—in the long run.
Hatha Yoga is about finding balance between opposites: effort and relaxation, movement and
stillness, feasting and fasting, and so on. In fact the word Ha-tha itself means Sun and Moon, and
many of Yoga’s practices are performed with this aim in mind. Although in some cases yoga
practitioners may need to carry out a certain practice in excess in order to balance out an excess on
the other side of the scale, Yoga philosophy advocates moderation in all things: the ethical concept
of Aparigraha (non-possessiveness, non-attachment, or non-greed) for instance is all about taking
neither more nor less than your fair share. This applies not only to food, clothes and other material
possessions, but also to mental attitudes such as talking too much or not loving oneself enough.
Why not try this exercise in combination with your January detox as a great way to wake up a
sluggish system and detox your mind and thoughts. It clears mucus and impurities from the lungs,
massages the internal organs, tones the abdominal muscles, improves digestion and clears out
negative emotions from the mind.
Kapalabhati (shining skull)
People with the following conditions should refrain from this practice: cardiac problems, nasal
congestion, severe cold, severe headache, abdominal ulcers, hernia, high blood pressure,
pregnancy, or recent abdominal surgery.
This exercise is ideally done in the morning on an empty stomach.
1. Sit comfortably, spine erect (not resting on the back of a chair), chest open and shoulders
relaxed.
2. Look straight ahead. Imagine a candle in front of you. Take a deep breath in and blow out
the flame in one forceful exhale, drawing the abdominal muscles in strongly. The next
inhale will happen naturally.
3. Repeat several times, and attempt to find a comfortable, regular rhythm. Start with a few
slow repetitions, gradually working up to 15–20 repetitions, then return to normal breathing.
4. Once you have mastered Kapalabhati through the mouth, try the same exercise, this time
closing the mouth and blowing through the nostrils.
5. Once you are comfortable doing one set, increase to two then three sets, with a few minutes
of natural breathing between each. Challenge yourself to practising every morning for 30
days, and notice the effects.

Thames District Guides table top sale
Advance Notice
Again, Thames District Guides will hold their Table Top Sale in Kennington Village Centre on
Saturday 19th March from 10 am to noon. You can book your table, still only £5, from Liz on
01865 730053 or Margaret on 01865 730353.
10

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

11

12

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Citizens Advice Bureau: Heating costs
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) — www.caox.org.uk
Are you having problems heating your house, or do you feel that you’re paying more than you
should? South Oxfordshire Citizens Advice is urging people to check that they are on the best
possible deal, switch tariff or supplier, or take up offers of help to insulate their homes. You could
benefit from savings of up to £320 a year from energy efficiency measures, an average of £100 by
paying by direct debit, and up to £200 by shopping around.
Citizens Advice has published new energy advice information and links to comparison tools. Visit
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/energy/energy-supply for more.
Eight money-saving tips:
1. Check your bills carefully and read your meter regularly to check that you’re paying the
right amount.
2. Talk to your supplier if you think your bill is wrong or if you have problems paying. They
will give you advice or talk you through repayment options.
3. Ensure that you are on the cheapest tariff. Check with your supplier and use an accredited
tariff-switching website to see who is offering the best deal.
4. If you use a prepayment meter, remember that standing charges will be added daily even
when you aren’t using energy. Check how much these standing charges are and keep your
meter topped up to avoid unexpected charges.
5. If you use heating oil as your main fuel, buy before winter and see if there are any local oilbuying clubs you can join. A scheme covering many local villages is the Oxfordshire Rural
Community Council’s Bulk Oil-Buying Scheme www.communityfirstoxon.org.
6. Make your home energy-efficient. Insulate lofts and cavity walls, install double glazing and
use thick curtains to keep the heat in. Service or replace your boiler to ensure that it is
energy-efficient. Some schemes help pay for this; Citizens Advice can tell you about them.
7. Save money and energy: don’t leave appliances on standby. Fix leaking hot water taps and
turn off the light when you leave a room.
8. Do a home energy check—Use the Energy Saving Trust home energy check at
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/domestic/home-energy-check to get a full report and the
savings you could make.
If money is tight, contact your local Citizens Advice. They can look into your situation and see
whether you are getting all the benefits you’re entitled to, or if you can get help paying your bills.
For further help, call Adviceline on 03444 111 444 or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice. For
locations and opening hours, see www.caox.org.uk.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
Sixties Gala Night Update: THANK YOU — THANK YOU — THANK YOU
to everyone who helped organise, catered for, contributed to the raffle, or bought
a ticket to our Sixties Gala Night. Everyone had a good time, and we raised
£1,250 to keep our library open and running at the standard we expect.
Everyone enjoyed learning more about Stealing Dylan from Woodstock, the Isle
of Wight festival and the lovely rendition of Dylan's hit, Tambourine Man by Dominique with some
Ray’s granddaughter.
of the Sixties Fancy
Dress entries

The Friends’ Sponsored Read: After the effort from the grown-ups, it’s the
turn of the younger generation to raise money towards a better community library. We are holding a
sponsored read for five weeks from 18th January to 20th February, in association
with the publishers, Usborne Books. All the money raised will be used to purchase
more books for our library, and Usborne will swell the total by a fantastic 60%. All
we are asking children to do, is to undertake to read, or be read to, more than they
usually do in each of the five weeks. Full details and sponsorship forms will be
available in the library. Please encourage your children to help us.
The library reopens after the Christmas break on 2nd Saturday January.
Wednesday 6th January, 12:30 pm—Volunteer special event: There is no author talk in January
because we are having a special event for volunteers. If you are not already a volunteer and would
like to consider joining our friendly team, do come along and join the Friends for a light lunch, to
meet the volunteers and see whether volunteering might be for you. Lunch will start when the
library closes at 12:30 pm. Please visit or phone the library to reserve your place.
Monthly activities for Children in the library for under 5’s:
➢

Rhymetime: Monday 12th, 2–2:30 pm

➢

Storytime: Wednesday 20th, 10:30–11:30 am

Activities run by experienced and enthusiastic Friends of Kennington Library Volunteers.
Reminder: FOKL Membership Renewal in January
January is the time to renew your membership of FOKL. We do appreciate those members prepared
to pay by annual Standing order as it saves volunteer friends a lot of time.
A HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE FRIENDS OF KENNINGTON LIBRARY
Coming soon: Author Talk, Wednesday 2nd February: Free Event
Do you want to try life writing to tell your family story? Why not join us for coffee at 10:30 am
followed by a talk by Heather Rosser. Helen will share her experience of the joys, difficulties and
techniques of life writing.
Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
14
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KADS News
KADS will be having a read-through and casting our next show, Alice by Archie Wilson,
on Tuesday 26th.
If you would like to take part, or find out more about how you can get involved, come down to the
Village Centre for 7:30 pm. Tea and biscuits supplied!
Performances will be in May.

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk.
Happy New Year!
Thank you all who attended the Carols around the Tree in December—there seemed to be enough
mulled wine and mince pies for everyone! Thank you too for your generosity, as you raised £185.
This has been given to Headway to support the amazing work they do, and the Village is proud that
they are part of Kennington.
If you have a real tree this Christmas and you’re a garden waste customer, Biffa will collect it
from Tuesday 12th. Leave it by your brown bin (but please not in it, as it’s tricky for the crews to get
it out). If you’re not a garden waste customer, Christmas tree recycling has been arranged as in
previous years, with both Forest Side and Playfield Road playing fields’ car parks being the areas
where you can take your old Christmas trees. Please make sure they are there for collection by
Friday 15th.
You may remember earlier in the year that Mr Leo Boles presented the Council with a cheque for
£1,400 to purchase a fourth public defibrillator for the village. The Council’s intention is to
install this fourth unit in the area of Poplar Grove and Meadow View Road. If you would be OK
with a unit installed on the outside of your garden wall, please contact the Clerk. The defibrillator
requires an electric supply, not for the unit itself, but to ensure that the unit is maintained at an
adequate temperature. The cost of this power is of the order of £35/annum, which obviously the
Council will reimburse in full.
Finally, it was agreed at December’s Parish Council meeting that it would write to Nicole
Blackwood MP; Chief Constable; and County, District and City Councils regarding its concerns
surrounding the activities at Red Bridge Hollow, which would appear to be escalating. The
Council would suggest that residents also write expressing their concern.
Dates of Council Meetings: January
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting Amenities Committee Planning Committee
10–11 am
7:30 pm
7 pm
8 pm
th
th
Saturday 9
Thursday 14
None
Tuesday 5th & 26th
The Amenities Committee meeting (if any) may be cancelled if not needed. Planning applications
are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of the plan as it has only 21
days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk immediately you receive
notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any neighbour objections. Plans can
be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/oxford-flood-risk-management-scheme
Kennington Village Centre, Wednesday 27th, 2:30–7 pm
(drop in at any time)
The OFAS will hold a drop-in presentation for you to see the options
that the members are considering for potential routes of a flood relief
channel.
OFAS members would like to hear your views to help them identify the final route.

40th Beavers: Sing-along Santa!

Back in December, Beavers from the 40th Oxford (Kennington)
Scouts went to a Sing-along Santa event in Stanton St John,
organised by the County Scouts.
There were so many things to do, from crafting snowmen,
gingerbread reindeer, and Christmas tree & table decorations to
roasting marshmallows over a camp fire, listening to Christmas
stories, searching for Santa clues in the woods and going
blindfold through a woodlands trail and making Christmas tree
shaped toast!
They even got to see Santa in his grotto and then had a surprise
visit from some friendly reindeer!
A great afternoon was rounded off by the traditional sing-along
around the camp fire by many tired but happy Beavers.
Happy New Year to All, and we hope you have a great 2016!
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Wednesday 20th, 7:30 pm, Village Hall: Cheese & Wine Social Evening
This event, for members only (sorry, you cannot join on the night) is a free cheese and wine social
evening and provides an opportunity for members to have a chat and swap gardening stories, or
indeed anything else that comes to mind. There will be the usual quizzes and by popular demand a
couple of games of bingo.
For members who have difficulty getting to the village hall in winter, we will try and arrange
transport. Telephone Pat Leggett on 326403.
Further ahead: Wednesday 17th February, 7:30 pm, Village Centre
Jim Buttress, an RHS Judge, will talk on his experiences of maintaining Royal Parks and gardens
spanning 25 years. Admission £2 for members and £3 for non-members. Refreshments
complimentary.
To round off our programme of autumn and winter talks:
Wednesday 23rd March, 7:30 pm, Village Centre
Chris Ward presents “101 Things You Never Knew About Garden Birds.”

Kennington Cricket Club
Kennington Cricket Club is looking for players.
Kennington Cricket Club was set up in the 1960’s. We have a Junior section for players
up to 15 and we have two adult teams in the Oxfordshire Cricket Association (OCA)
league. Kennington is a friendly, welcoming club, and in 2014 we were awarded the
league's Hawthorne Aware for Sportsmanship. However, some members have moved on
over the last few years and we struggled to put out two full teams every week in 2015. So, we are
looking for some new players.
We have two teams, one in each of Div 5 and 9 of the league. Our season runs from May to August
and we may have the occasional game in April or September. Games are played on Saturdays
starting at 1:30 pm and usually finishing around 7 pm or thereabouts.
You don’t have to be a great cricketer to enjoy playing with us. Some of our members only took up
the game a few years ago and now enjoy contributing in most games. One thing we can guarantee is
that you’ll be out on the field with a friendly bunch of team-mates who are all looking to have an
enjoyable Saturday afternoon. Of course we play competitively but we also try to have as much fun
as possible and we always play in the ‘spirit of the game.’
If you would like to give it a try, you can come along to our indoor nets practice sessions that run
every Monday evening 9–10 pm at Matthew Arnold School starting Monday 1 st February. Also
have a look at our website http://kenningtoncc.org or contact me for more information.
— Norm Robins, Chairman, Kennington Cricket Club, normrobins@yahoo.com, 07747 030331
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Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk, 01865 730911
Kennington Health Centre wishes a warm welcome to our new practice nurse Penny
Young and to our new receptionist Kay.
We remind people that you are able to call in and take your blood pressure on a self-service blood
pressure machine, which is situated in the far end of the waiting room, and you can hand your
results in to one of our receptionists. It is available Monday–Friday 8:30 am until 6:30 pm.
Anybody who still needs to have a flu vaccination should ring us to book an appointment.

Kennington Playgroup
Old School Buildings, Charity registration № 1017297
PART-TIME, TERM-TIME, FLEXIBLE HOURS
Are you looking for an interesting, challenging role which fits around school life?
Are you imaginative, caring and able to inspire children?
Kennington Playgroup always wants to hear from enthusiastic people with relevant experience or a
desire to learn on the job. If you’d like to work with us, or would like to know more, call in to say
hello, pick up the phone or drop us an email.
About us
Kennington Playgroup provides a safe, stimulating and supportive environment where children
aged 2–4 learn through play. We’re a strong and supportive team and our employees are highly
valued. The Playgroup is open 9–3 (Mon–Thu) and 9–12:30 (Fri), and provides plenty of flexibility
to work around you, the school run and the kids. We’re term-time only, so you also get the school
holidays off!
The roles: Childcare practitioners and assistants
➢

7 to 33 hours a week, term time only

➢

Flexible days and hours: Mornings, lunchtimes, Tuesday and Friday only—you choose

➢

Starting at £7.50 per hour (for non-qualified assistants)

➢

Fully funded Early Years training and qualification support

About you
We’d love it if you’re already a qualified Level 2 and Level 3 Early Years practitioner. However,
it’s just as important that you’re enthusiastic about childcare, can pitch in with the current team, are
willing to learn on the job and, if necessary, take your first steps towards an Early Years
qualification.
The ideal candidate has great communication skills, can build rapport quickly, is well-organised
and unfazed by a 2-year-old wielding a paint pot!
References, identity checks and a satisfactory DBS check, showing a suitability to work with early
years children, are obviously key aspects of our recruitment process.
If this sounds like you and you’re interested in a rewarding role that works with your life, contact
us on Kenningtonplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk or 01865 326606.
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KADS Q&A
Rebecca plays Justin Thyme (our hero). First KADS show: Cinderella, 2012
Why did you join KADS? I’d seen shows when I was younger, and always wanted to be a part of
it. When I was old enough I came along, and have loved every minute of it so far.
Favourite Moment? Getting to play both Snow White and Cinderella’s Fairy Godmother in one
show.
What would be your dream role? Eponine in Les Misérables.
Farah plays Princess Anna. First KADS show: Jack & the Beanstalk, 2015
What do you like about KADS? I like the sense of teamwork, and that everyone looks out for
each other. Everyone gets on and is really friendly.
What would be your dream role? Tracey in Hairspray.
Why should people come see Knight Fever? Because we put on a good show, so don't miss it!
Claire plays Queen Guinevere. First KADS show: Magic of the Musicals
What do you like about KADS? The fact that it’s like a family. You can have fun with people of
all ages. I was impressed by the talent I saw on stage, and I wanted to be a part of it. It has
exceeded every expectation I had.
What show would you like KADS to do in the future? Joseph and the Technicolour
Dreamcoat.
Jo is head of the Wardrobe Team making all the costumes for the panto. Her daughter
Katherine and grand-daughter Grace are both in the chorus, making it a family affair.
First KADS show: Beggars of Bagley Wood, 1980
Favourite KADS memory? Doing Guys and Dolls. It was the first time I took charge of the
costumes, and it was a great show. It’s nice to be back looking after the costumes for the panto, as
I have a great team to work with. The costume ladies have all been brilliant.
What show would you like KADS to do in the future? I’d like to do Camelot, a musical from
the 1960’s which I like a lot.
David is the show’s Director, in charge of bringing the panto to life.
First KADS show: Sinbad the Sailor, 1985
Why did you join KADS? I had just moved to the village and wanted something to do. My mum
was already a member.
Over the years you’ve been on stage and directed shows. Which show did you first direct?
Snow White and the Seven Dwarves in 2001. It had a great cast, especially the seven dwarves who
were very funny.
Favourite KADS memory? Playing Crocky the crocodile detective in Peter Pan. People still talk
to me about it now, and call me Crocky.
Why should people come and see Knight Fever?
Because it’s a fantastic family show, and something wonderful to do on a cold dark January night!
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A day in the life of Knight Fever! rehearsals
Music and songs. Today we are learning a few of the songs that
will be in the panto. We’re not giving anything away, but there
are lots of catchy numbers that the audience will know. You will
be singing along during the show and possibly even on your way
home!
Alan is our Musical Director, and along with his daughter Louise,
brings out the best of everyone musically. We have some
incredibly talented people on-stage, who bring the songs to life.
Dancing. Jess is our brilliant (and patient) choreographer and has
worked out a dance routine for each song. We learn a different routine
at each rehearsal in the early months, then spend December and
January perfecting our steps.
KADS is about having fun, and everyone puts all their energy into
learning and practising each dance. It’s great to see all the cast having
a go, even if some get their Charleston mixed up with their cha-cha!
Scenery and set. The production team and crew collaborate to design,
build, and paint the set. The audience needs to believe that King Arthur’s
castle is really here in Kennington, so we have to create the scenery and
stage furniture to make that effect. This means plenty of hammering,
drilling, building, and painting—and we have a group of people who have
the skills to make this happen.
Today we have been making thrones for King Arthur and the Black Knight,
and these will be decorated to fit the characters they belong to: for King
Arthur, a regal gold and red design, and for our villain, a dark, Gothic look.
It’s amazing what you can put together from some old chairs and a few
pieces of wood!
Costume. There are over 40 cast members in Knight Fever! and some require more
than one costume for the show.
Our wardrobe team ensures that every person on stage has their own tailor-made
costume. This means spending time researching ideas, measuring the cast, cutting
fabric, and hours of sewing to put it all together.
They do a fantastic job of making everyone look the part.
Acting! David, the Director, takes the principal cast through their lines and
works on each scene adding movement and explaining where they should be
while the action is happening.
There are ten main principals, ranging from Justin (our hero) to King Arthur,
the wicked Black Knight and his side-kick Ronnie (Harry Collis, pictured).
There’s also Dame Doris Dumpling, Lester the Jester, and of course the
magical wizard Merlin. So many different characters. The principals have to
be word-perfect in order to put on a great show, and they have to know their
lines without scripts quite soon into rehearsals.
Get your tickets now to see this fantastic show, starring your talented friends and neighbours!
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Kennington Women’s Institute
We held a members’ Christmas party for our December meeting. We had a buffet
supper, provided by members of the committee, followed by party games and a
Christmas themed quiz; we didn’t realise how much we really knew about
Christmas!
The meeting closed with the President wishing all our members a very peaceful and healthy
Christmas and a happy New Year.
May we extend that wish to all who read this article and hope you will join us in January when
David Holt, a great speaker not to be missed, will be talking about Edwin Chadwick, a social
reformer but at one time the most hated man in Britain. The date is Wednesday 13th at 7:15 pm in
the Village Centre.
As always, you do not have to be either a member of the WI or female—just come along!

Reports from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
Sport
At St Swithun’s we do lots of physical activity. We take sport and learning about how to control our
bodies seriously. If you learn to enjoy being active, you will be an active adult and this means you
will be fitter and healthier.
All classes do at least two hours of PE lessons every week. We do lots of different types of physical
activities. So far this year, Larch Class has learnt about: tag rugby, using apparatus in gymnastics,
tennis, netball and football. These sports have helped teach us to: stay fit; control our bodies more
accurately; play as part of a team; accept advice; and enjoy being active.
We don’t just do PE in class time, we also have chances to do it out of class. We have lots of teams
representing our school against other schools. There are a lot of clubs to go to after school to be
physically active. For example: gymnastics, Zumba, football, as well as others.
We would like to get everyone to be more physically active as we believe this will make them
healthier and have more fun.
— Bella and Luke, Larch Class
Dear Readers,
In Oak Class last term we were learning about Ancient Egypt and Howard
Carter’s amazing discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb. Here is an extract from the
diary entries we have written:
Dear diary,
I'm exhausted after all that digging. But it was worth it because we uncovered steps that led to the
antechamber of Tutankhamun’s tomb in the Valley of the Kings in Egypt. What an amazing
discovery!
We found Canopic jars, which would have contained the King's organs, and treasures no one could
ever imagine!
And of course Tutankhamun himself, I mean his mummified body.
I contacted Lord Carnarvon to let him know and told him to join me immediately!
I hope that tomorrow will bring just as much incredible luck.
— HC
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New Kennington Social and Recreational Centre
The sports pavilion at Playfield Road playing field is a well-used and loved building, but it
hasn’t fared well over the years of its use. It looks tired, fed up and in a bad state of repair, with the
facilities inside far from today’s expectations.
Kennington Parish Council, led by Chairman Colin Charlett, along with the Playing Field
Association Committee, led by Chairman Tim Gardiner, has formed a project group to invigorate
life into this facility. Before anything can be investigated, the team needs to know what local
organisations and individuals would like out of such a facility. Funding for the project will be
sought from regional and national organisations.
The team has quickly come to the conclusion that, subject to the amount of interest, the best way
forward would be to start again, and build a replacement facility, which could cater for and be
accessible to all age groups from toddlers to centenarians, to include able bodies, disabled and
everyone in between. The project will allow for additional car parking.
The team envisages a friendly, clean and welcoming building with a light and airy room to sit and
enjoy a cup of coffee, a small separate kitchen and meeting room, looking out over the playing field
and the Memorial Field. Crisp and clean changing rooms, catering for boys/men and girls/women,
encompassing a referee’s room, with storage space, including a garage for all sorts of sports
equipment.
Underfloor heating, with grey water for the toilets, would be desirable, as would solar panels and
air turbines on the roof. As you can tell the team is enthusiastic, and although its members are
aware that there is a lot of hard work ahead of them, they cannot do this on their own. They need
your help to tell them what you actually would like from this new facility—what would make you
visit it?
Would you use it if you could? Host your children’s parties, with a facility opening out onto the
existing play area; Enjoy a cup of coffee and relax; Play cricket while your children play; Play
football while your children play; Play table tennis indoors or out; Play other games; Attend art
classes…
The team would dearly love to hear your views and thoughts at the earliest opportunity.
Please contact either Anne Feather on clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk or 01865 421126, or Tim
Gardiner on timgardiner@tourismforall.org.uk, and show your support.

Kennington Good Neighbours
The committee thanks all our volunteer drivers who take those Kennington residents without access
to transport to local hospitals and Village Amenities. We also thank those who visit others for a
friendly chat when no one else does.
We wish them all a Happy New Year.
If you would like make a difference in 2016 why don’t you volunteer to be a driver or maybe you
would like to visit a lonely person. Please ring me.
I thank the committee members: Dylis Cale, Transport (executive) 739774; Thelma Marson,
Treasurer; Barbara Boyne; Valerie Martin; Alison Peedell; and Dee Grant.
For any other information or help please contact me.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Governor vacancy
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
We are a diverse group of 11 governors (including three members of staff) from a wide
range of professional backgrounds, who work productively and efficiently and in
partnership with school staff to set the school’s vision and strategic direction, hold the
headteacher to account for pupils’ educational attainment and progress, and to oversee the financial
performance of the school.
We currently have a vacancy and if you would like to know more about our work and apply to join
the Governing Body, please email me at the address below for a specification by Friday 15 th
January. We are particularly keen to hear from members of the community with knowledge of
business and the local economy or leadership experience in any field. In addition, we will hold an
election in the Spring of 2016 for up to three Parent Governors.
— Helen Forey, Chair of Governors, helen.forey@btinternet.com

1st Kennington Guides
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
During the festive season, we have been working on our
Chocolate badge. The Guides have been finding out about its
history, surveying household consumption, learning about
Fairtrade, designing our own confectionery and taking part in
some tasting. We also made chocolate truffles for the
Kennington Festival group to enjoy at their meeting.
Term ended with our joint Christmas sleepover with Long
Hanborough Guides. Nine Guides braved a night under canvas
to earn their Winter camping badges. We had a film night with
The Nativity, pizza and popcorn; made a range of Christmas
crafts: sock snowmen, marbled glass painting, tree decorations
and glittery picture frames; and enjoyed a traditional Christmas
lunch.
The event ended with award presentations by our Division Commissioner. Sheeya received a prize
for her entry in the Division Residential Competition: a model of a lakeside campsite with treehouses to sleep in, a treetop adventure course, canoeing, zip
wire and shelter building. Charlotte and Leah received their
Baden-Powell Challenge Awards, the highest award a Guide
can receive. For their Awards they took part in a number of
activities including running a cooking competition, a parachute
games evening and a Diwali celebration, as well as attending
an Adventure residential event.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the
fun,
please
contact
Jo
on
07940 537992
or
kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including
opportunities for girls outside of our age range, can be found on
our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Kennington Link WI
On opening the meeting our President passed on the tragic news of Jean Perella’s
sudden death. Jean was a very popular and faithful member of our Institute, and we
sadly remembered her during the singing of Jerusalem.
Business Matters and Reminders
Envelopes for the 2016 subscriptions were distributed, and we are asked to bring them back to the
next meeting. We were also reminded to complete the Resolution Selection Form (to be found in
the November/December issue of WI Life) and return it in January. An invitation had been received
from Sunningwell WI to their forthcoming 95th Birthday celebration; we congratulate them and
hope they enjoyed this happy occasion.
The Christmas Sales Table, presided over by Vera Fanning and Pat Mabbutt, was well supported
with an impressive array of goodies. Members browsed happily before selecting their chosen
purchases.
Enjoyable Christmas refreshments were served by the Committee, which reminded us that the
festive season was almost upon us. A leisurely chat with fellow members was also much
appreciated before the speaker arrived and we settled back to enjoy his performance.
Our speaker and entertainer was Edmund Quigley, an accomplished young magician who
performed magic tricks in quick succession with the help of audience participation. He
demonstrated many card tricks, plucked lights out of thin air, and produced a £5 note from the
centre of a lemon. As with the normal tradition of magicians he didn’t give any secrets away but we
enjoyed the light-hearted afternoon which was very refreshing during the build-up of Christmas
preparations.
We hope all members have had a very happy Christmas and extend best wishes for the New Year.
The next meeting will take place on 6 th January. This will be a Members’ Meeting and we shall
look forward to a varied and interesting afternoon.
PLEASE REMEMBER to bring along your Subs and Resolution Selection Forms.

Kennington History Society
Last month we were treated to a splendid talk by David Holt on Vincent Van Gogh the painter. It
was as usual well presented and full of interesting detail. For example I had forgotten that he only
sold one painting in his lifetime, ironic given the millions they now sell for. As the end of the talk
we were told that he was probably murdered (quite casually, and possibly by a younger person) as
the locals wanted him gone and while trying to scare him, overdid it. So he probably did not
commit suicide at all.
At the time of writing we are looking forward to a talk on Radley yeoman, gentry and land by
Richard Dudding, a former County Officer.
We have now finalised the list of speakers and talks for 2016, which covers a wide range and
should be most interesting.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com
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Kennington Festival Group
We couldn’t go to Newbury Christmas market as it had been cancelled. Instead some of
us went to Winchester Christmas Market on the Bus 4 Us, and a lovely time was had by
all. This year we are hoping to have 4 mini bus trips, 4 lunches, a garden party, special
afternoon teas, and maybe someone to entertain us.
We wish you all a Happy New Year and hope to see some of you at our fortnightly meetings.
Next meetings are on Mondays 4th and 18th January, 2–4 pm in the Village Centre.
If you would like more information about us please do ring me. I could always come and visit you
or you can just turn up on the day.
We can provide transport for those with mobility problems.
— Margaret, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Youth Club
The good news is that the youth club, which in the December Chronicle we
reported had closed indefinitely in early November, opened again on 30 th
November. It then opened on each Monday and Thursday up to 17 th December
when Christmas closure commenced. Our reopening was without Codeclub, but we do expect them
to be with us again in the new year.
We will reopen on Thursday 7th and each Monday and Thursday in the weeks following until we
shut for half term.
During the three weeks we were closed the leader and committee took time to consider changing
the programme. We identified a need to give more members greater variety, and make activities less
wearing on youth club property.
It also gave Tabby the leader time to paint (!) and change the whole ambience of Jordan Hall.
As a result, the club has a much calmer and more constructive atmosphere now that large ball
football is no longer permitted. The football areas are freed up and used as spaces to work to chill
out in. First impressions are of success, with young people finding their niche and appreciating the
aspirations of fellow members.
Tabby particularly deserves much credit for making this happen. Her sensitivity in keeping on
board those who came only to enjoy football has meant that few if any have voted with their feet to
leave KYC due to the changes.
Our Years 5–8 are currently low in numbers, so if you are in those years at school come in and find
whether the new-look club appeals to you. Tabby will be pleased to welcome you. You can come
and be welcomed on Monday or Thursday or both. Times are 6:30–8 pm on a Monday and 7–
8:30 pm on a Thursday. Admission £1. Years 9–11 Monday only 7:30–9 pm.
Any questions concerning the club, especially if you are able to volunteer to help Tabby by being a
pair of eyes and ears to monitor club activity, please call me.
— Roy King, 01865 735864
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KOA
www.koa.org.uk
Planning for 2016: First Meeting of 2016
St Swithun’s Hall, Wednesday 13th, 8 pm
Anyone is welcome to the first meeting of KOA in the 48th year since it was established!
The General Meetings of the KOA usually take 1–1½ hours. This will be the only planning meeting
of the year. There will be lots of interesting updates on activities planned for 2016 and the projects
that we have helped and plan to help.
Please do come and support this unique organization. After 47 years of functioning we need to have
a new look for a new generation.
Can you help? We’re starting the year with a design competition:
DESIGN OUR NEW LOGO AND WIN £50
After 47 years we need a new logo!
• We are Kennington Overseas Aid.
• We have launched 47 practical aid projects.
• We have raised over £500,000 locally.
Deadline for submissions Sunday 31st January.
Get the design brief at www.koa.org.uk or call 01865 326519.

Chair: Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, sylviavetta@gmail.com
Publicity Secretary: Laila Khan, 07880 972664, lismailkhan@yahoo.com

Kennington Strollers in partnership with Yoga with Elli
Thursday 7th, 11 am, Methodist Church Hall (off Upper Road)
Elli will join Kennington Strollers (Health Walks) and introduce us to Mindful walking.
This is a “taster” session to try out the concept of Mindfulness as applied to walking. Mindfulness
is essentially about being present “in the moment” by being aware of our bodies and surroundings.
Mindful walking can happen anywhere; we will not be concerned with getting anywhere! It will be
a relaxing and meditative experience.
A small charge will cover the hire of the hall; approximately £1 depending upon numbers attending.
The walk will be limited to ten people so that we have enough space. Please let me know if you can
come along at the latest by Monday 4th.
Tea and coffee after the walk are free. This taster walk is open to anyone interested in Mindfulness
and gentle walking. Please bring soft indoor shoes with good grip.
If you want to try this indoor Mindful walk please contact Rosemary on telephone
01865 735419 or email Rosemary@gardneraldgate.demon.co.uk.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Choirs’ two concert performances of Orpheus in the Underworld raised a total of just over
£5,000 for Action for Children. This money will go to help Family Centres with their work among
deprived children in Oxfordshire. Many of them are under financial strain.
The concerts were as sparkling as ever. We had a full house on the Friday night but a lot of empty
seats on the Saturday evening. So the total raised was excellent. Over the year, the choirs have
raised £25,405.05 and since we began in 1974 we have taken a total of £460,974.86 for charities of
all kinds. We are very grateful to the village for its continuing generosity. The other two
performances in Witney and Abingdon made a total of £1,200 for Christian Aid and the Bridge,
Abingdon.
Rehearsals start again on Friday 15th to begin preparing the Four Coronation Anthems of Handel
and the Mozart Requiem, for a concert in Exeter College Chapel in Oxford in April. If you enjoy
singing, we invite you to come along and share these concerts with us.
All information can be found on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or on 01865 735885.
You will be most welcome. Rehearsals are held every Friday evening in the Methodist Church Hall
in Upper Road at 7:45 pm.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, www.stuartmabbuttgardeningltd.com
Prepare Your Wildlife Garden For Winter
Gardens can appear dull in winter, yet as well as providing habitats for a host of overwintering
wildlife, a good winter wildlife garden will attract ample species of birds.
Natural foods for birds often look attractive: brightly-coloured berries, windfall apples, ivy berries
and the architectural seeds of teasels are ideal.
Small tortoiseshell butterflies hide in sheds during winter. Try to avoid disturbing them.
Ladybirds gather in large groups during winter on dead plant stems, particularly in more sheltered
areas.
Dragonfly larvae are active often for most of the winter, so always clean your pond with care. They
are wonderful predators for what many call pests in a garden.
People tend to tidy their gardens in autumn, but it’s easy to take it to the extreme. Help wildlife by
leaving tidying up until the end of winter.
Spread fallen leaves over your flowerbeds, to create a foraging habitat for thrushes and blackbirds
in winter. Frogs and invertebrates also like to overwinter among leaves.
Don’t cut back ivy growing on walls and fences until March so the berries are available and to act
as a foraging habitat for insect-eaters such as tits.
Put a few clay roof tiles in your pond to provide cover for frogs and other aquatic wildlife.
It’s a giant jigsaw, this wildlife gardening lark! See how many pieces of the jigsaw you can put
together in your garden this winter.
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
The enduring appeal of CS Lewis’s Narnia was the focus of a very special day for
Saplings (Reception) children in November when the KS1 hall was transformed into the
wintry setting of the classic tale, complete with a wardrobe packed with fur coats, snow,
toadstool seats, and a star guest in the form of Mrs Beaver. This was complemented by a visit to
Oxford’s Story Museum, with all the children piled on to the 35 bus. Such events, called ‘whizz
bang’ starts to topic work, take place throughout the school and demonstrate the staff’s commitment
to a creative curriculum in which all children have a chance to discover what excites them and
motivates them to learn.
Throughout 2015–16, helping every child fulfil their potential in maths is a key area of focus for
school. In addition to new teaching and learning strategies, parents and friends have been invited to
come and demonstrate to children how they use mathematical skills in their professional lives,
whether they are painters and decorators, marketers or, indeed, mathematicians.
This month it is the turn of journalists from Oak Class (Years 3 & 4, aged 7–9) to report on what
they have been learning about Ancient Egypt. We also feature a report on PE in school, written by
journalists from Larch Class (Years 5 & 6, aged 9–11).
Christmas at St Swithun’s, now a distant memory, was filled with music, drama and storytelling
with every child playing a part. The Friends of St Swithun’s (parent and community association)
worked tirelessly to raffle hampers in aid of the new KS2 reference library. Thank you FOSS! I
wish you, on behalf of the Governing Body, Headteacher Helen Atkinson, staff and pupils at St
Swithun’s, a very happy and peaceful New Year.
— Helen Forey, Chair of Governors, helen.forey@btinternet.com

Kennington Baby & Toddler Group
We have had a busy term, with lots of new faces regularly attending, which is lovely!
This term we have enjoyed lots of craft activities, a photo shoot from Emily Gooding (Focus of
Life), and the usual toys and games. We have also had some beautiful toys donated by You, the
good people of Kennington! We thank you; the children love them and there has been some very
enthusiastic playing!
In the New Year we hope to do some more messy play, painting, crazy foam, etc., and maybe even
have some visitors. If you (or someone you know) would like to come and run an activity or an
event with us during one or two of our sessions, we would love to hear from you.
We are a friendly parent-led group for all children aged 0–5 (bumps also welcome!). An active
supportive group with lots of activities to occupy the children including craft, singing, stories and
good old fashioned fun with new friends!
Sessions run Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30–11:30 am in the Village Centre, £2 per session per
family, with the first 2 sessions free.
Term starts back Tuesday 5th January. We hope to see you!
— Liz Lawson, 07974 195972, wizzybird@hotmail.com
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 pm on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
Currently full
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 pm on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
Badminton
Kennington Walkers
Swimming Club

St Swithun’s Church Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre Car Park
Radley College

Thursday & Saturday 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Monday 8:30–10:30 pm
Monday and Thursday, 10 am
Monday 8–8:30 pm. Saturday 9–10 am
January

Mon
Tue
Wed
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Fri
Sat
Sun
Sun
Tue
Wed
Fri
Sat

4 2 pm
5 8 pm
6 2:15 pm
10–11 am
9
7:30 pm
12 10 am
13 7:15 pm
14 7:30 pm
15 7:45 pm
17 10:30 am
2 pm
18
7:45 pm
19 2:30 pm
20 10:30 am
22 8 pm
2 pm
23
7:30 pm
24 2 pm
24 9:30 am
26 8 pm
27 2:30–7 pm
29 8 pm
2 pm
30
7:30 pm

Festival Group
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI
Parish Office
Oxford Ceilidh: Askew Sisters
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting
First Rehearsal United Choirs: Handel & Mozart
The Annual Covenant Service
Festival Group
Kennington History Society: Buildings of Berkshire
Christians Together House Fellowship
Short Service

Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
49 Bagley Wood Road
Edith Court Lounge

KADS pantomime: Knight Fever! Tickets 01865 739025 Village Centre
United Service (no service at Methodist Church today)
Parish Council Planning
Oxford Flood Relief Channel (drop in at any time)

St Swithun’s Church
Village Centre
Village Centre

KADS pantomime: Knight Fever! Tickets 01865 739025 Village Centre
February

Mon 1 2 pm
Wed 3 2:15 pm
Fri
5 7:30 pm
Sat
6 10–11 am
Tue
9 10 am
Wed 10 7:15 pm
Thu 11 7:30 pm
Sat 13 7:30 pm
2 pm
Mon 15
7:45 pm
Tue 16 8 pm
Mon 29 2 pm

Festival Group
Kennington Link WI
Kennington Cancer Fund: Quiz Night
Parish Office
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh: The Geckoes
Festival Group
Kennington History Society AGM & Members’ Evening
Parish Council Planning
Festival Group
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Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre

Magazine contacts: page 47.
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

