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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
Associate Clergy

Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
Rev Peter Stanway 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall 9:25 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590
St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933
CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group) 9:30 am
3rd Sunday Messy Church in Church 9:25 am

Morning Prayer in Church Hall 9:30 am
Sundays Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursdays Communion 10:30 am
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

Kennington Health Centre...................www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk..............01865 730911
NHS Direct..........................................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk....................................................111
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).............................................................................................101
Area PCSO Claire Chavagnon C8491 (not 24 hours)................................................07800 702654
Parish Clerk: Anne Feather.................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings.........peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.........07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults) .........................................................................0800 317802
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.......bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209
What can I recycle?.............................http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

There is always a day in December that I long for! Not Christmas Eve, not Christmas Day or
Boxing Day, not even New Year’s Eve: it’s 21st December. It is no special day for our family or for
special  friends…  but  it’s  the  shortest  day.  And  on  the  22nd the  days  begin  to  grow  lighter.
Admittedly, it  isn’t very noticeable initially, but the promise of long days and pleasant summer
evenings is there. Light is on its way. Each day as I have my early morning walk with the dog, I see
it happening.

Light is so important—to life itself, hope, morale and growth. We take torches when we know that
we are going into dark places, for we want to know and understand what is happening around us.
We long for light when life seems hard and dark; we look for light when we have a problem we
can’t solve. We talk about seeing the light when we learn something new. We need it!

Perhaps that’s why Jesus is described as light. Prophets talked about the one who was to come,
bringing light to people walking in darkness. The gospels take up this theme, and Jesus himself
says he is the light for the world.  His words and his teaching are so important to hear in this
troubled world we live in. They give hope in situations that we feel are hopeless. They teach and
challenge us about the way we live, our attitudes and our own darkness. J K  Rowling in  Harry
Potter and the Order of the Phoenix says, “We’ve all  got both light and dark inside us.  What
matters is the part we choose to act on.”

Martin Luther King said, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot
drive out hate: only love can do that.” So the beginning of this new year encourages us to reflect on
the darkness in and around us and to look at the true light that Jesus
brings: the light of love. And the challenge he brings us is to live it
out day by day, each of us a lamp or a candle shining in the world
around us.

“How far that little candle throws his beams! So shines a good deed
in  the  weary  world.”  William  Shakespeare,  in  The  Merchant  of
Venice.

— Pam McKellen

Services in February

Sun 7th 9:30 am Parish Communion

Sun 14th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 21st 9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in Church Hall

Sun 28th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline
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Every Thursday there is a short Communion Service at 10.30am.

Women’s World day of Prayer, Friday 4th March at 2 pm, in St Swithun’s Church

All are welcome to this service which has been written by the women in Cuba and reflects their
joys and struggles. The theme they have chosen is ‘Receive Children, Receive Me.’ When we open
the door to the childhood within us, Jesus enters.

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).

On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church. This month, Messy Church will
be on 21st February. It is enjoyable for everybody. It is church with craft activities that
help people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages enjoy

it. We use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As
well as doing things together, we eat breakfast,  have a chat and have a short time of

worship. It starts at 9:30 am and usually finishes by 11:00.

If you want to know more, come along and sample it! You would be very welcome.

Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: come and enjoy this service in the
Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Parish Priest: Father Daniel Lloyd
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: dlloyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington
Oxford Email:
OX3 8AX minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

SERVICES IN FEBRUARY

7th 10:30 am The  Rev  Rosemary  Davies  & Andrew  Dunsdon lead  Café-style  worship,
looking at the various aspects of the life of a Church.

14th 10:30 am FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT: The Rev John Rowland leads our Communion
service for the first Sunday in Lent.

21st 10:30 am Our Morning Service will be led by Matt Stammers, from Berinsfield.

28th 10:30 am Mike Trinder from Kidlington will lead our Morning Worship.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Monday 1st February, 8 pm: The monthly  Bible Study at the Church. All details from Andrew
Dunsdon on 453899.

Tuesday 16th February, 2:30 pm: Our  Christians Together Afternoon Fellowship Group will
meet at 3 Cranbrook Drive. All details from Dilys Cale on 739774. A welcome to all at this friendly
meeting.

Wednesday 17th February, 10:30 am: Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge. This is held on
the third Wednesday of every month and is very informal in its style. We usually begin with a hymn
and then read from the Bible and see how its message can apply to our daily life. We then offer
prayer for our community and our world. Do come and join with the residents in this informal half-
hour of worship and fellowship.

COFFEE MORNING Tuesday 9th from 10 am onwards in the Methodist Church. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new!
The December Coffee Morning raised £86.90. Our March Coffee Morning will be held on
Tuesday 8th March.

HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH.
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.

Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).

Elm Class report from St Swithun’s School
Formula 1 Maths

Our new school term began with an exciting topic called ‘Maths in Motion’.
Maths in motion is  an exciting competition.  It  involves high speed motor
racing in which we design and make our own virtual cars and race against
drivers from all over the world.

Each driver designs and sets up their own car using a mixture of maths skills
and problem solving. If the maths is correct, you will be able to race. If the
maths is wrong, your ‘car’ might crash!

We started by getting into groups of 4. Each member had a different role, each equally as important.
Choosing our own team name, flag and colours was so much fun! Our names were either made up
from our initials or a description of us. They were: Magical Maths; The 4 Mathematiers; Sgaj’m;
Global; Jammers; B.T.E.

Next we had to figure out what speed our cars could travel
at—safely  but  quickly.  Multiplying  and dividing  by 10,
100  and  1,000  enabled  us  to  do  this.  We had  to  work
accurately as one small error would lead to a much bigger
mistake  later  on.  Using  the  inverse  to  check  our
calculations helped us with this.

We  designed  our  team  logo  using  symmetry  and  co-
ordinates. We used mirrors and tracing paper to get it just
right!

We have also been using measurements to work out track lengths using protractors for angles and
calculating the distance between each angle so that we can work out what speed our cars should be
travelling at. We even had to choose the right dimension depending on the weather.

We ran practice laps to test  that our car was as good as it could be. This
worked well but also highlighted a few mistakes, which we were then able to
go back and fix. As soon as we had completed one practise lap (which meant
that all of our measurements were accurate), we were ready to RACE.

We had a challenge afternoon with another  class in the school.  It  was so
much fun and it was a close race. Unfortunately for us, the other class won
and we went back to check our measurements so that we could make sure
that when we had a rematch we would be the champions!

We worked hard through this topic but we have had so much fun while doing
it! We are looking forward to when we get to challenge other drivers from all over the world!

—Elm Class with Miss McAllister
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Garden Competition

Important news about the Garden Competition for 2016

This year we are changing the format for judging and you will need to enter the
Competition by filling out a form. These will be available from the Clerk or me
from 4th April.

For more information contact me on 01865 730353 or email peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.

— Peter Biggs

KOA
www.koa.org.uk

The KOA year usually begins with voting for a project. This year is different. At the
AGM I proposed that for 2016—my last as chair of KOA (the first was 1992!)—we will
raise money for three charities with which we have developed close ties.  We propose to share
whatever we raise equally between Lunch 4 Learning, the  Nasio Trust and the Children’s Radio
Foundation (CRF). All three have submitted inspirational projects. Many people have told me how
moved  they  were  by  last  year’s  charity.  Standing  Voice  works  in  Tanzania  with  people  with
albinism. Prejudice and fear often leads to violence against them. The Children’s Radio Foundation
proposes to follow up the help we gave in setting up skin cancer prevention clinics to stop sufferers
of albinism from dying before they are 35.

The Children’s Radio Foundation will work with Standing Voice. It will train young people
with albinism, together with young people from their neighbourhood who are not sufferers, to be
radio reporters. Radio is an exceptionally powerful medium in Africa. CRF, now presided over by
Charlotte Bannister Parker, has an amazing track record of giving young people a voice which
helps them to bring about change in social attitudes.

Lunch 4 Learning: When we supported Lunch 4 Learning in 2012, we linked St Swithun’s School
to a school in Uganda. Our school council raised enough money to repair the water tank at that
school  in  Jinja thus  restoring  its  precious  water  supply.  Lunch  4  Learning  is  working  on  an
ambitious project in  Kamuli to provide a storage system for water harvesting to supply water for
cooking, washing, sanitation and micro irrigation. £6,000 will provide a supply of water for three
schools through the installation of large water tanks.

The  Nasio Trust: Did  any of  you see  the  Regional  TV reports  made  by young people  from
Wallingford School who went to Kenya? They were trained by CRF and that project happened
because of KOA bringing CRF and Nasio together. With the money we raised in 2014, Nasio built a
Spirulina Production Greenhouse with 10 tanks, producing 13 Kg of protein-rich spirulina monthly.
Spirulina is currently used for the most malnourished and HIV+ children they support. Nasio would
like to increase production to produce a commercially viable amount of spirulina with the objective
of the Kenyan communities to be self-sufficient by 2020, thus reducing the need for future reliance
on funding from the UK.

Can you join us? We are dropping the House-to-House collection this year but will produce a
programme of events. If you are able and willing to help with any of them please contact us.

Chair: Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, sylviavetta@gmail.com
Publicity Secretary: Laila Khan, 07880 972664, lismailkhan@yahoo.com
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Yoga
A regular series on yoga from Elli Preghenella, http://j.mp/yoga-with-elli

Love.

It is February, and shops everywhere are filled with hearts, cards, chocolates and gifts designed to
conquer or reconquer your chosen one on Valentine’s day. But how much do you love yourself?
When was the last time that you treated yourself with true generosity, patience and kindness?

Practising Yoga helps people build a more honest and harmonious relationship with themselves. By
putting your body into different shapes you are brought face to face with your limits,  and the
meditative quality of the breathing helps you to embrace them with an open mind. Sometimes these
limits are physical, perhaps you have an injury or are a bit stiff—in that case bringing mindful
attention to your body can help you to heal and soften.

Other times the limits are in the mind: perhaps you have such high expectations of yourself that you
prefer  to  hold back rather  than feel  that  you have failed.  In that  case,  uniting mind and body
through the breath will encourage a more compassionate attitude towards yourself and help you to
realise that your so-called limitations are welcome opportunities to improve your physical self and
general outlook, one step at a time.

At any rate, self-compassion is one of the main components of any transformative Yoga practice.
Be your own best friend and you will go far! When you become more at peace with yourself, you
will be more at peace with the people around you – isn’t that what your Valentine really wants?

Supta baddha konasana: Reclining bound angle pose

This is a lovely heart-opening posture to practice when you are feeling tired or less than peaceful.
The open chest will help you breathe more deeply and release conscious and subconscious tensions.
Great for relieving insomnia (done just before bed), anxiety, low mood and respiratory problems.

1. Lie on a bolster or a pile of cushions, making sure that your bottom is on the floor, your
head is  supported  (you shouldn't  feel  any  strain  in  the  neck)  and that  the  edge  of  the
cushions supports your lower ribs.

2. Bring the soles of your feet together and let your hips fall open. If you feel any strain in the
hips, support the thighs with more cushions or extend your legs in front of you.

3. The arms should lie alongside the body, hands resting on the floor, palms facing upwards.
You should feel very comfortable, so wiggle around until you find your own best position.

4. Hold the pose for as long as you can, breathing peacefully. 15–20 minutes is ideal, but less
is better than nothing!

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal

The organisers of the Kennington Poppy Appeal in November 2015 thank all collectors for giving
their time and effort in this year’s collection. We also thank the residents of Kennington for their
generous support in helping us to raise just over £4,000.

This was a splendid result and is a credit to the hard work of all those involved.

Thank you all.
— Alison Peedell.
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Thames District Guides table top sale

Now is the time to secure your table at Thames District Guides Table Top Sale on
Saturday 19th March in Kennington Village Centre from 10 am to noon.

Tables are still only £5 from Liz on 01865 730053 or Margaret on 01865 730353.

There will be Fairtrade refreshments, a raffle and a cake stall. Meet your friends and pick up a
bargain.

Boundless Beaver Badges!

You may know that  Beavers,  Cubs and Scouts  do stuff  to  earn
badges, and that there’s a badge for pretty much anything that you
can  think  of.  You  may  also  know  that  children  seem  to  be
disproportionately  motivated  by  earning  fairly  mundane  things:
stickers, pebbles, imaginary points and badges.

For most grown-ups this is the only reliable negotiating tool left—
once the jar is full of marbles you can have X or fill this A4 sheet
of paper with Minion stickers and we’ll go to that soft play again
(sigh). What I hadn’t appreciated before becoming a helper at 40 th

Oxford Beaver Sea Scouts (sea in Oxford?), is that these kids are happy to work towards badges for
their  own sake;  without  conditions,  bribery,  coercion,  stipulations,  provisos  or  prerequisites—
nothing, they just like earning badges and having them sewn onto their jumpers!

Before I started, I had assumed that badges had to be earned through tightly governed decrees
passed down from the founding scouting father; but it turns out that most badges can be awarded
for entirely tenuous and marginally related activities to the badge in question.

The scope to link whatever you happen to be doing to a badge is boundless. For example below,
picking  up  a  bar  of  chocolate  with  a  knife  and  fork  with  gloves  on  earned  the  Unnecessary
Dexterity Badge, sort of.

OK, it’s not quite as anarchic as that and we do plan these things, but the point is that if you would
like to run a session or help out, we can convert your weird and wonderful interests or hobbies into
tangible and unrequited tokenistic rewards for a bunch of 6 and 7 year olds, which they love.

You don’t have to have done anything like this before and you can do as little or as much as you
want on the day (Tuesday 6–7:15 pm at the Scout Hut). So, if you have a collection of ancient tree
fungi, play the cabasa, know far too much about East Anglian crustaceans, or whatever, the chances
are it will help the beavers to earn a badge.

The other thing I hadn’t counted on before I started this is the reward that grown-ups seem to get
from this, a sort of imaginary badge that you walk around with sewn onto the arm of your suit when
sat in a boring meeting.

Drop me a line if you want to know more.

— Andy Ball, andyball@rocketmail.com

Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining in, we have a waiting list
for kids, but plenty of space for adults! please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk.

NEW KENNINGTON SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL CENTRE

The project group set up to hopefully invigorate the sports pavilion at Playfield Road playing field
is still interested in your views, as the group needs to know what local organisations and individuals
would like out of such a facility. Funding for the project will be sought from regional and national
organisations.

Would you use it if you could—Host your children’s parties, with a facility opening out onto the
existing play area? Have a cup of coffee and relax? Play cricket while your children play? Play
football while your children play? Play table tennis, indoor or outdoor? Play other games? Attend
art classes?

Please  contact  either  Anne  Feather  on  clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk or  01865  421126,  or  Tim
Gardiner on timgardiner@tourismforall.org.uk, show your support.

At January’s meeting,  the Council  awarded £120 to Kennington Whist  Club to enable them to
continue meeting each month in the Village Centre. The Council also awarded £115 to Kennington
Horticultural Society to enable them or organise a talk in the Village Centre for residents.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ

Kennington History Society

In December we were treated to a real lesson in local history. Richard  Dudding, a former Local
Government Officer, told us about the history of land use in Radley from the dissolution of the
monasteries from the 16th to the early 19th centuries.

In his talk entitled, “Radley, Gentry, Yeoman and Land,”" he showed us how agriculture and related
industries changed from the mediaeval strip system with commons together with changing patterns
of land ownership to the enclosed farmland fields which we still largely have today. It was most
interesting.

At  the  time  of  writing  we are  looking forward  to  a  talk  entitled  “Buildings  of  Berkshire”  by
Professor Geoffrey Tyack.

— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com
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Dates of Council Meetings: February

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Saturday Office
10–11 am

Parish Council Meeting
7:30 pm

Amenities Committee
7 pm

Planning Committee
8 pm

Saturday 6th Thursday 11th None Tuesday 16th

The Amenities Committee meeting (if any) may be cancelled if not needed. Planning applications
are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of the plan as it has only 21
days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact  the  Clerk  immediately you  receive
notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any neighbour objections. Plans can
be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
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Kennington Playgroup
Old School Buildings, Charity registration № 1017297

A big thank you from Kennington Playgroup!

At the end of last term, the Playgroup had an early
Christmas  gift.  Liz  Lawson,  the  local  Usborne
books rep, delivered a whole suite of new books.

Liz had been working with local businesses to secure donations. As
part of the scheme  Usborne provided an additional 30% for us to
spend.

These books are now being well thumbed by Children at Playgroup
and Breakfast Club.

The  Playgroup  thanks  the  following  companies  for  their  kind
donations:  Amelies Online  Estate  Agents,  Penny  Sinclair  Estate
Agents, Pop-Up Pilates and Tonks Brothers Funeral Directors.

Kennington Link WI

Members’ Meetings are always very entertaining, so we looked forward to this first
meeting of the New Year with happy anticipation.  After  being welcomed by the
President,  our  Annual  Subscriptions  and  the  Resolution  Voting  Forms  were
collected.

Various business matters included details of the Annual Meeting at the Town Hall
on  23rd March,  and  a  stimulating  Oxfordshire  Federation  Weekend  at  Denman
College next autumn. We welcomed the news that Barbara Grey had received an MBE in the New
Year’s Honours List and were happy to receive a message from our Treasurer wishing everyone a
Happy New Year. Information had been received from Healthwatch Oxfordshire, an organisation
which is able to give advice on matters involving health and social care needs.

The welcome tea break gave us a chance to catch up with news after the Christmas celebrations
before we assembled to hear an assortment of readings, memories and talks by several members.

We enjoyed the  story behind a  beautiful  antique  cup & saucer  and the  many precious  family
memories it provoked. There was a poem by Pam Ayres, a light-hearted account of a Children’s
Nativity play by Gervase Phinn and a reading from a recent book on the youngest of the Mitford
sisters. One member gave a cheerful account of her WWII experiences in the Wrens, describing
them as four very happy years which she “wouldn't have missed for the world”, while another lady
who had volunteered for the ATS was accepted with such alacrity that she was gone within a week.

Finally a strange object was passed round for us to guess what it was for. Fortunately we handled it
with great care, because it turned out to be a rare 12 th century Chinese pot made out of a gourd. Our
thanks are given to all who organised or took part in this very happy afternoon.

The next meeting will be our 47th Founders’ Day Party on 3rd February. For members who have
signed up to the “Taste of Denman” on 6th June, please remember to bring your money (£13.50)
to this meeting.
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Kennington Youth Club
Do you enjoy working with young people?

Would you take pride in supporting local young people to develop their
skills whilst having fun?

Would you like to learn new skills and add something new to your CV?

If this sounds like you, we would love to hear from you at Kennington Youth Club. We open on
Monday and Thursday evenings during term-time, and offer a range of fun activities and a space for
young people to relax and have fun. We are on the lookout for volunteers to support our leader
Tabby in delivering her programme.

You’ll  help  young  people  by  providing  additional  time  and  support  during  the  sessions,
encouraging them to get involved, and helping to build their confidence and skills. An experience in
sports or creative pursuits can be an asset when running activities, but it’s not essential.

You’ll benefit by getting experience of working with young people and developing your own skills
of  team-working,  communication  and  organisation.  You’ll  have  opportunities  to  train  for
qualifications in youth work, first aid and safeguarding. And of course you’ll be supporting our
local young people in developing their potential.

We welcome enthusiastic volunteers from all sectors of the community. We need volunteers who
can communicate well with young people, are energetic and passionate about helping young people
to reach their goals, and are non-judgemental, understanding and positive.

We’d love to hear from you so do get in touch with me!

— Claire Gilbert, clairelouisegilbert@gmail.com

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. Please 
keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 39).

Jean Fox

We regret to announce the death of Jean Fox of Rowles Close on 5th January aged 89 years. She
will be sadly missed and we send our sympathy to her daughter Sharon and all the family.

— The Methodist Church

Kennington Health Centre
www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk, 01865 730911

If anybody still wants to have a flu vaccination please contact our Reception Team to make
an appointment.

Did you know you may be eligible for a free health check on the NHS?

If you are aged between 40 and 74, speak to one of the Reception Team who will be happy to make
an appointment for you.

Have you had your blood pressure checked in the last year?

Please feel free to come in and use our self–service blood pressure machine, which is situated in the
far end of the waiting room. It is available from 8:30 am to 6:30 pm.
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Kennington Playing Field Association
Do you have an interest in play or playing fields? If so you could be just the person that the
Kennington Playing Field Association is looking for.  We currently have two vacancies on the
Committee for members of the public.  No special  knowledge is  required,  just  a willingness to
serve. You could be part of an exciting project to give the village a new facility at Playfield Road!

We meet  every two months,  with our next  meeting on  Tuesday 8th March at 7:30 pm at  the
Playfield Road Pavilion.

Our AGM, an open public meeting,  will  be on  Tuesday 10th May,  same time, same place,  all
welcome.

Offers to Cllr Bob Johnston on 01865 730209, or email at bobtjohnston@gmail.com.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

Rehearsals are now well under way for the Four Coronation Anthems of Handel and the Mozart
Requiem, for a concert in Exeter College Chapel in Oxford in April. If you enjoy singing there is
still time for you to come along and share these concerts with us. All information can be found on
our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or on 01865 735885. You will be most welcome.

Rehearsals are held every Friday evening in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road at 7:45 pm.

During 2015 the Choirs raised £26,404.05. Since the Choirs began in 1973 they have raised
£470,000 for various charities.

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

What’s the point of maths?

Our journalists this month are from Elm Class (Years 3 and 4, 7–9 year olds), who have
produced a collaborative report about the topic that started 2016 for us. This was a feature in our
‘Year of Maths’ and provided many opportunities for children to learn about the use of maths in real
life. Families in the school also shared examples with the children of the ways in which they use
maths, either at home or work. We proved that maths is a really exciting subject, involving much
collaboration, problem-solving and looking for patterns. Our two-week project, which involved the
whole school, enabled us to spend quality time really developing the children’s understanding of
the application of maths in action. As you can see from the children’s report, plenty of maths skills
were used to the full.

We are grateful to our leader for maths at  St Swithun’s,  Mrs Thomas, who planned the whole
project, as well as all our teachers, who ‘made it work’ for the children in their classes. An inspiring
start to the new year, as you can see from the pictures (page 7), which show a visit to Elm Class by
Mr Bloice-Smith (their teacher’s husband), who talked about maths in his job as an engineer. The
pictures also show children in Hazel Class working on the development of their racing cars.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

1st Kennington Guides
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk

After the festive break, term began with some space-themed activities. While
Tim Peake enjoys life on the International Space Station, we are working on our Go For It: Space
activity pack. The Guides have to organise a variety of sessions themselves using the pack. We have
planned how we would communicate with aliens, made a human solar system model and designed
zero-gravity exercises to keep the astronauts healthy.

We will be making edible comets, staging our own comet crashes, building spectrometers from
cereal  boxes  and creating  space  buggies.  We are  also looking forward  to  a  trip  to  the  KADS
pantomime and are especially excited as some of our members are in the cast.

Guides  is  for  all  girls  aged  10–14.  If  you’d  like  to  join  in  the  fun,  please  contact  Jo  on
07940 537992 or  kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Kennington Memorial Field Committee

You are  warmly invited  to  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Memorial  Field  Committee  on
Wednesday 2nd March in the Village Centre.

The short meeting will be followed by a talk by Rod D’Ayala on “Flowers of the Chilterns”.

— James Leonard, Chairman

Kennington Women’s Institute

The President opened the January meeting and welcomed two visitors. We were
very sorry to hear that one of our members, Jean Fox, had died suddenly on 5th

January.

Donations from the Christmas raffle have been given to the Kennington Patient Participation Group
at the Health Centre towards the restoration of the rocking horse. The President asked for ideas for
members’ time, and mentioned the Annual Meeting at the Town Hall in March.

Our  speaker,  David  Holt,  who  is  always  very  welcome,  talked  about  the  life  of  Sir  Edwin
Chadwick, who was born in 1801 and died in 1890. He was an English social reformer, noted for
his work to reform the Poor Laws and improve sanitary conditions and public health. Sir Edwin
became one of the most important public health activists of the 1800s and he was most probably the
most hated man in Britain in his day.

At our next meeting on Wednesday 10th February, the speaker will be Mike Payne, who will talk on
the History of  Pinewood Studios. There will be a Bring and Buy sales table, with the proceeds
going to a Cancer charity.

Do come along at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre. All welcome.

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Wednesday 17th February, 7:30 pm, Village Centre

Jim Buttress (an RHS Judge) will talk on his experiences of maintaining royal parks and gardens
spanning 25 years.

Wednesday 23rd March, 7:30 pm, Village Centre

We welcome back Chris Ward, who presents an illustrated talk, “101 things you never knew about
garden birds.”

Admission £2 for members and £3 for non-members. Refreshments complimentary.

This rounds off our programme of autumn and winter talks:

For members who have difficulty getting to the village hall  in winter,  we will  try and arrange
transport. Telephone Pat Leggett on 326403.

Our  new programme commences  in  April  by  which  time  we aim to  have  circulated  the  new
programme and show schedules. Our first event of the season is a coach outing to Kew Gardens on
Saturday 30th April. Full details and booking arrangements in the March Chronicle.
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.

FOKL Membership  Renewal:  THANKS  to  all  Friends  who  pay  by  Standing  Order  and  so
automatically renew their membership.

Help us sustain our friendly library by becoming a FRIEND! For a minimum of £3 per annum
you can become a FRIEND. Join now or renew your membership.

ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION  with  SPECIAL
GUESTS FLYING IN: Saturday 5th March, 10:30 am–
12:30 pm in the Village Centre.

Korky  Paul  and  soon-to-be  TV  STAR  Winnie  the
Witch are flying to Kennington!

They  will  celebrate  one  year  since  the  Friends
transformed the library.  Korky and Winnie will  present
certificates to the children who joined in the sponsored
read.

Booking for this free event is essential. Get your ticket at the library.

Calling ALL Children: Join the Sponsored Read! There is plenty of time to take part in the
Sponsored Read. Sign up at the library and enter the free prize draw to win £100 of books from
Usborne! Liz’s Pop-up Bookshop will be at both the Storytime and the Sponsored Read party.

There is a gift voucher prize, for the child in each category who raises the most money, to spend
with Usborne Book’s representative Elizabeth Lawson.

Under 5? Learn 1–2 Nursery Rhymes to get your certificate from Winnie.

Rhymetime on Monday 8th February,  2–2:30 pm; Storytime on Wednesday 17th February,
10:30 am–12 noon. Attending can be part of your sponsorship!

Free  Coffee  Morning  Talk:  Wednesday  3rd February,  10:30 am for  11:  Interested  in  life
writing?

Heather  Rosser will draw on her experience as a journalist,  fiction writer and
memoirist  to  discuss  different  approaches  to  life  writing.  Heather  began  her
writing career when she took time out from teaching English in a college in NE
Nigeria to write about local childrearing customs.

She is currently working on a memoir of her time in Nigeria.

Wednesday 2nd March,  10:30 am for 11 am: Sylvia  Vetta will  tell  the  story
behind her novel Brushstrokes in Time.

Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969 Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.

39

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to  The Kennington Chronicle, by  4 pm on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £10 £60

¼ page 100×145 mm £15 Currently full

½ page 205×145 mm £25 Currently full

DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact  the  Distribution  Manager  for
queries or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by  4 pm on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is  News  not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  name  and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial

CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

mailto:editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
mailto:distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
mailto:adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising


Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.

Regular events
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursday & Saturday 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Badminton Village Centre Monday 8:30–10:30 pm
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday and Thursday, 10 am
Swimming Club Radley College Monday 8–8:30 pm. Saturday 9–10 am

February
Mon 1 2 pm Festival Group Village Centre
Wed 3 2:15 pm Kennington Link WI Methodist Church
Fri 5 7:30 pm Kennington Cancer Fund: Quiz Night Village Centre
Sat 6 10–11 am Parish Office Village Centre
Tue 9 10 am Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
Wed 10 7:15 pm Kennington WI Village Centre
Thu 11 7:30 pm Parish Council Meeting Village Centre
Sat 13 7:30 pm Oxford Ceilidh: The Geckoes Village Centre

Mon 15
2 pm Festival Group Village Centre
7:45 pm Kennington History Society AGM & Members’ Evening Methodist Church

Tue 16
2:30 pm Christians Together House Fellowship 3 Cranbrook Drive
8 pm Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Wed 17 10:30 am Short Service Edith Court Lounge
Sat 27 7:45 for 8 pm Kennington Conservatives Band Concert Village Centre
Mon 29 2 pm Festival Group Village Centre

March
Wed 2 2:15 pm Kennington Link WI Methodist Church
Fri 4 7:30 pm Kennington Cancer Fund: Cheese & Wine Village Centre
Sat 5 10–11 am Parish Office Village Centre

Tue 8
10 am Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
8 pm Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Wed 9 7:15 pm Kennington WI Village Centre
Thu 10 7:30 pm Parish Council Meeting Village Centre
Mon 14 2 pm Festival Group Village Centre

Sat 19
10 am–12 noon Kennington Guides Table Top Sale Village Centre
6 pm KOA Children’s Concert Village Centre

Mon 21 7:45 pm Kennington History Society: Infantry Somme 1916 Methodist Church
Mon 28 2 pm Festival Group Village Centre
Tue 29 8 pm Parish Council Planning Village Centre
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The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.

Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.

Index of Contents: page 3. Useful contacts: page 2. Magazine contacts: page 39.
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