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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Spring is one of my favourite times of year. I love the carpets of bright daffodils, the little green
buds on the trees and the dark nights beginning to give way to longer days. But all these signs of
new life also remind me that we are approaching Easter.
Last year, for the first time, I attempted to make a Simnel Cake, traditionally associated with Easter
and the end of Lent. These cakes have, I discovered, been around since medieval times. In the 17 th
Century they were also associated with Mothering Sunday; when young servant girls would take a
Simnel cake home to their mum on one of their rare days off. It is (supposed to be!) a rich but light
fruit cake, covered in marzipan. Since Victorian times, the cake has been decorated with little
toasted marzipan balls or figures to represent Jesus’s disciples. Sad to say my attempt didn’t quite
match that description! Perhaps this year I’d best stick to buying some hot cross buns…
But at the heart of Easter and all the various traditions that we associate with this time of year, there
are of course events of enormous significance in the Christian faith. We prepare to remember what
happened in Holy Week: Jesus’s triumphal arrival in Jerusalem; cheering crowds who would later
turn their backs on him and hand him over to the Romans to be crucified; his last supper with his
closest friends; his betrayal; his arrest and his death on the cross. But most of all we prepare to
celebrate his resurrection on Easter Sunday and to celebrate the new life and hope that this offers
not only to each one of us in our own lives but also to the whole of creation.
This year at St Swithun’s, our Messy Church is on Palm Sunday (20 th at 9:30 am) where we
especially remember Jesus’s arrival in Jerusalem, riding in on a donkey, to the cheers of crowds of
people waving palm branches. We would love to welcome you to join us for Messy Church or for
any of our other services throughout Holy Week.
Take a look at our website for details of services and other forthcoming events.
Wishing you every blessing for Easter.
— Alison Mathew
Services in March
9:30 am

Parish Communion

Sun 20th 9:30 am
9:30 am

Messy Church
Morning Prayer in Church Hall

Sun 13th 9:30 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Compline

Sun 27th 9:30 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Compline

Sun 6th

Good Friday 25th
10:00 am Service in St Swithun’s
11:15 am Walk of Witness
12 noon Service in the Methodist Church
Every Thursday there is a short Communion Service at 10.30am.
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Women’s World Day of Prayer: this year the service has been written by the women of Cuba.
The theme is ‘Receive Children, Receive Me.’ It will be in St Swithun’s on the 4 th at 2 pm.
Everybody is very welcome.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church. This month Messy Church will be on
Palm Sunday 20th. You don’t have to be a child to enjoy it. It is church with craft activities
that help people to encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages
use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as
doing things together we eat breakfast, have a chat and have a short time of worship. It
starts at 9:30 am and usually finishes by 11. Messy Church this month will be followed by a Bring
and Share Lunch.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: come and enjoy this service in the
Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road
01865 763676
Headington
Oxford
Email:
OX3 8AX
minister@limewalk.org.uk
You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN MARCH
6th

10:30 am Lent 4: Mothering Sunday. We welcome Rachel Blainey to lead our Morning
Worship.

13th 10:30 am Lent 5: Passion Sunday. Jim Hewitt, from Blackbird Leys, leads our Morning
Service.
20th 10:30 am Lent 6: Palm Sunday. Our Morning Service will be led by our own Minister,
the Rev Rosemary Davies, as we begin our journey through Holy Week.
25th 10:30 am Good Friday. An Ecumenical Service at St Swithun’s Parish Church followed
by a Walk of Witness through the village to the Methodist Church for a
concluding service at 12 noon. ALL ARE WELCOME
27th 10:30 am Easter Day. The Rev Bob Whorton, Chaplain of Sobell House, leads our
Morning Communion Service, when we celebrate that Christ is risen. He is
risen indeed! (Clocks go forward one hour this morning.)
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OTHER ACTIVITIES
Monday 7th. MN8. The monthly Bible Study at 8 pm at the Church. This is a time of lively,
informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of contemporary issues
and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
Tuesday 15th at 2:30 pm. Our Christians Together Afternoon Fellowship Group will meet at
Flat 5, Alice & Margaret House, Desborough Crescent, Rose Hill. This study group meets at a
different home each month and we share in a short time of Bible study and prayer together followed
by a cuppa. If you would like more details about the group, please contact Dilys Cale on 739774.
Everyone is welcome to this friendly meeting.
Wednesday 23rd at 10:30 am. Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge. Do come and join the
residents for 30 minutes of informal worship. All are welcome.
COFFEE MORNING
Tuesday 8th from 10 am onwards in the Methodist Church. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Do
come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new! The January Coffee
Morning raised £90.50. Our April Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 12th April.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH.
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Parish Priest:

Father Daniel Lloyd
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: dlloyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish
Saturday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)

Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

9:15 am

Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

11:15 am

Monday

6:30 pm

Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
The Good Shepherd, Kennington
5
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Thames District Guides table top sale
We remind you of Thames District Guides Table Top Sale at Kennington Village
Centre on Saturday 19th from 10 am to noon.
Tables are still available at only £5 from Liz on 01865 730053 or Margaret on 01865 730353.
Find a bargain, buy a cake and some raffle tickets and enjoy a chat over some Fair Trade
refreshments. We look forward to seeing you there.

Sponsored Knit
The Sponsored Knit will take place on
Saturday 23rd April, 2 pm, in Edith Court.
If you can spare any double knitting wool we would be very grateful. Spare wool
can be dropped off at 73 Upper Road (739758). Sponsor forms can be provided.
Many thanks.
— Linda Frankum

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Membership. Our new season commences on 1st April, and membership remains at just £1.
Hopefully, by the time you read this newsletter, most membership cards and show schedules will
have been delivered. If you are not a member and want to join, telephone the membership secretary
on 730961.
EVENTS
Wednesday 23rd March, 7:30 pm, Village Centre: We welcome back Chris Ward, who presents
an illustrated talk, “101 things you never knew about garden birds.” Admission £2 for members and
£3 for non-members. Refreshments complimentary. This rounds off our programme of autumn and
winter talks.
For members who have difficulty getting to the village centre, we will try to arrange transport.
Telephone Pat Leggett on 326403.
Wednesday 27th April, 7:30 pm, Village Centre: Talk by Helen Bostock from the Royal
Horticultural Society, entitled, ‘Leading from the home front: why greening our front gardens really
matters.’ This is a Kennington Village event, sponsored financially by the Parish Council. Everyone
is welcome. Come along and get some tips on how your front garden can accommodate both a car
and some beautiful plants. Free to all; complimentary refreshments.
For members who have difficulty getting to the village hall, we will try to arrange transport.
Telephone Pat Leggett on 326403.
Saturday 30th April: Coach Outing to Kew Gardens, London. Spring is an excellent time of
the year to visit Kew Gardens. This outing is initially restricted to members only. Places can be
booked with the treasurer on 730961. The all-inclusive cost is £22, payable within 7 days of
booking, The coach will depart from Manor Grove at 8:30 am, calling at bus stops through the
village. Seats are expected to be in demand, so early booking is recommended.
Plant Sale Saturday 7th May, 10 am–12 noon, St Swithun’s Church Grounds: If you want to
buy a good range of plants at knock-down prices, come along to our plant sale. A limited number of
tables are available to members only at £9 each. Tables must be booked in advance with John or
June Maine on 736841. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.
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Endeavour Cubs’ fun-packed schedule
Endeavour Cubs have had what you might call an ‘evolution’ in leadership this year with two new
leaders joining, and former leaders remaining to give a supporting role. This mixture of youth and
experience has meant that we’ve had a full and fun-packed schedule since last October, and we’re
planning even bigger and better things to come! There seem to be so many things we have achieved
that it’s hard to believe it’s based around only a single 90-minute session a week. We are aiming to
bring values of self-reliance, teamwork, duty and pride to the cubs, and have a lot of fun while
doing it!
In the autumn term, we packed in a visit to the
fire station, where a competition was arranged
to see who could blast the hose highest up the
fire tower. Following more learning, testing of
smoke alarms, and practising fire drills, all the
Cubs produced a personalised escape plan for
their home so that they would know what to do
in an emergency. This earned them all their fire
safety badges, and our hearty congratulations.
For Remembrance Day, we learned about the
two World Wars and made our own poppies for
the parade. In the run up to Christmas we had a
session making decorations, and visited the
John Radcliffe hospital to sing carols to patients on the Geriatric and Stroke wards. It was
incredibly heart-warming to see some hospital staff literally running to join in when they heard the
Cubs start to sing.
This term we’ve visited the University Astronomy Club to look through their telescope, and learn
about stars and the solar system, and the Cubs have also been working towards their chef’s badges
by learning to cook a meal for each other and for their family at home—we’ve even lit a fire
without matches and cooked popcorn on it! As the weather improves we are hoping to do more
outdoor activities including a night hike and camping nights away.
If you’d like to help out for an evening or think you have a skill or knowledge that you’d like to
pass on, please get in touch.
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining in, we have a waiting list
for kids, but plenty of space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.

Kennington History Society
In January we were treated to a real tour de force from Prof Geoffrey Tyack. It was entitled
Buildings of Berkshire, but in practice concentrated on the area that is now the Vale of White Horse.
It covered everything from the Neolithic to the present day, showed how styles evolved and
changed over the period, and was illustrated with many well chosen slides. It was very well
received.
By the time you read this we will have enjoyed our Members’ Evening when we expect to be
treated to talks by Roger Gelder (Castles of Wales) and Gerry Bowen-Thomas (Taffy comes to
Oxford). We will also be deciding on where our annual outing is to go, with the choice being either
Bath or Coventry.
On the Monday 21st we have a talk by Stephen Barker on the Oxon and Bucks Light Infantry on
the Somme in 1916. This will be on the 100 th anniversary of the fighting and should be most
interesting. As usual it will be in the Methodist Church off Upper Road at 7:45 pm.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com
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Shakespeare Rocks!
In our production of Shakespeare Rocks, Will’s diary
has been found and is read and acted out by us Upper
Juniors. For the last six weeks, we have been practising
and rehearsing this fantastic play. We have been
learning our lines and singing along to catchy songs
such as: “Will’s Wonderful Words” and “Don’t
Mention Mac”. However, our favourite song has got to
be “No Girls Allowed” because we have put some
awesome actions to the song. This song tells the audience about women not being able to perform
on stage during the Elizabethan period. Our acting and
singing takes us through the life of William Shakespeare in
seven scenes and some of the scenes are very humorous!
Our favourite scene, without giving too much away, is the
final scene, when Will is dying (not literally—he is dyeing
his hair)! This is because the audience is led to believe that
he is dying but in fact, the audience end up laughing
because Anne, his wife, reveals him wearing a wig!
We performed this play to family and friends. We were nervous at first, but when we performed we
became more confident. We loved getting our costumes for the production and we have enjoyed
learning about the life of Shakespeare.
— Hazel Class
We were very lucky to be invited to watch the dress rehearsal for Shakespeare Rocks. We went into
the hall and it was dark—we wondered if it might be scary, but it was brilliant!
Afterwards we talked about what we enjoyed about the play. Here are some of the quotes from the
Meerkats and Monkeys.
“I liked it when they sang Mr Hopbottom” — Larissa
“I liked the bit where they sang the song ‘No Girls Allowed’ because it was lovely.” — Caidan
“My favourite bit was when those two fell down, it was so funny!” — Leo
“I loved all of the singing because it was so beautiful.” — Charlie
“I liked it when they sang ‘Take Away’ because it was funny.” — Layton
One of our favourite words in Meerkats and Monkeys is ‘phenomenal’. We thought the play was
phenomenal!
— Review by Meerkats and Monkeys, Saplings
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Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk, 01865 730911
Kennington Health Centre purchased 16 blood pressure monitors that we were able to
loan to patients to take home for a week. We now have only 8 left as the others have not
been returned, so have had to start a waiting list for them. If you come across one of our blood
pressure monitors whilst spring cleaning, would please be kind enough to take advantage of our
amnesty and return it.
We wish Dr Yasmin Ball all the best in her future career, as she has now moved on. We welcome
our new Doctor, Dr Tom Hutchinson.
We are in need of a new wheelchair. If you have one that is not being used and you would like to
donate, please speak to Debbie or Penny at the Health Centre.
We will be closed on Friday 25th and Monday 28th, and will reopen on Tuesday 29th. Please
contact 111 if you require medical assistance during this time.

Kennington Memorial Field Committee
You are warmly invited to the Annual General Meeting of the Memorial Field Committee on
Wednesday 2nd at 8 pm in the Village Centre.
The short meeting will be followed by a talk by Rod D’Ayala on “Flowers of the Chilterns”.
— James Leonard, Chairman

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Dragonflies and damselflies
It may not yet be the time of year to see dragonflies and damselflies, it’s but
worth thinking ahead to the coming season. Of the more than 40 species
inhabiting Britain, a quarter can be attracted to our gardens. The others have
more specific habitat needs.
To tell them apart, damselflies are dainty and, when resting, lay their wings
parallel to the body. Dragonflies have wings at right angles from the body
when at rest.
Both need clean water, less that 70cm deep with plenty of submerged pond plants. They eat
tadpoles, water insects and even small juvenile goldfish or other fish.
Plants around the edge of a garden pond like loosestrife are good both for adults to settle on and for
larvae to emerge from the water onto as they transform into winged adults. Long grass near the
pond but not casting a shadow over it offers a further habitat where dragonflies will be able to find
food. Nearby trees give them somewhere to roost.
Some bare soil around the pond is good for some species, as too is a half-submerged log with a bit
sticking out of the water.
Some lay eggs on submerged wood, and the bit sticking out of the water can be a hunting perch for
adults. Plenty of simple ideas but all building into the jigsaw that is wildlife gardening.

Tony Taylor memorial service
We shall celebrate the life of Tony (1929–2015) at a memorial service at St Swithun’s
Church on Wednesday 4th May at 11 am with refreshments afterwards in the church
hall.
Everyone welcome.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Choirs are continuing their rehearsals for the Four Coronation Anthems of Handel and the
Mozart Requiem, for a concert in Exeter College Chapel in Oxford on Sunday 17th April at 3 pm.
Full details next month.
If you enjoy singing there is still time for you to come along and share these concerts with us. All
information can be found on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or on 01865 735885. You
will be most welcome. Rehearsals are held every Friday evening in the Methodist Church Hall in
Upper Road at 7:45 pm.

Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
Free Coffee Morning Talks: Wednesday 2nd, 10:30 for 11 am
FOKL chair, Sylvia Vetta, will tell the story behind her novel, Brushstrokes in
Time.
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION with SPECIAL GUESTS FLYING IN
Saturday 5th, 10:30 am–12:30 pm in the Village Centre
Korky Paul and soon-to-be TV STAR Winnie the Witch
are flying to Kennington! Celebrate the anniversary of the
reopening of the transformed library. Korky and Winnie will
present certificates to the children who joined in the
sponsored read. Come and find out how much we have
raised! (Booking for this event is essential. Get your free
ticket at the library.)
Rhymetime on Monday 14th, 2–2:30 pm
Storytime on Wednesday 16th, 10:30 am–12 noon
Easter closure: The library will close at 12:30 pm on Wednesday 23rd and reopen at 10 am on
Wednesday 30th.
Computer Buddy: Are you frightened to use the computers or just don’t know where to start? We
are delighted to be able to offer training from a volunteer ‘computer buddy’. One-hour sessions will
be available between 2 and 4 pm on Fridays from 11 th March until 29th April. More sessions to
follow if required. Book your slot at the library.
Dates for your diary
Wednesday 6th April: Comedy writer Richard O Smith will introduce his latest book, Town and
Clown.
Friday 15th April, 7:30 pm: FOKL AGM in the Library followed by white wine and canapés.
Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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The Big Fairtrade Breakfast
www.fairtrade.org.uk
At the Apple Café
Sit down for breakfast…
… Stand up for Farmers
Saturday 5th from 9 am, St Swithun’s Church Hall
Adults £3, children £2

1st Kennington Guides
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
This term we have been working on our Go For It: Space Activity pack. The
Guides have to organise a variety of sessions themselves using the pack and
have made their own edible comets, staged comet crashes with flour and marbles, and created space
art.
We have also enjoyed a trip to the KADS pantomime and were especially excited as some of our
members were in the cast. We held a Harry Potter book night event: mixing potions, casting spells
and drinking butterbeer.
To celebrate World Thinking Day, we held an Indian-themed evening. We made elephant models,
tried some yoga and relaxation techniques and tasted masala tea, lassi, poppadoms and roasted
gram.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
As you go along Kennington Road, many of you will have observed over the last
few months the progress of our building work. I hope that our new classroom will
enhance the whole appearance of our buildings on this part of the school site,
making it a more aesthetically pleasing building in the village. As part of the
contract, there will be a new window installed in one of our existing classes, facing
Kennington Road, but this is too disruptive for it to happen in term time, so will be an Easter
holiday job. Whilst it does look as though we are building new offices and reception, this work is
actually creating a new classroom for us. Our reception and offices will still be in our Early Years
and Key Stage 1 building in Grundy Crescent.
As we settle into the rhythm of the spring term, ‘rhythm’ was definitely present in the Upper
Juniors’ production, Shakespeare Rocks! It had lots more besides: some strong individual
performances, great teamwork, singing and acting from all the Upper Junior children. The children,
as part of their topic of the same name, performed a play about one of our greatest playwrights of
the past. We are blessed with some talented contemporary playwrights and songwriters in our
country, who write and compose inspiring musical plays for children of various ages to perform.
This play was up there with the best, as you can read on page 11. I’m not sure that the play actually
had a character called Mr Hopbottom, but our quotes from the four- and five-year old children who
reviewed the play are their words and we would not want to misquote in the press!
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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Kennington Baby and Toddler Group
The babies and toddlers of Kennington celebrated Shrove Tuesday with a little pancake party, in
which the children filled their own pancakes (with some interesting combinations—chocolate and
lemon? strawberry jam and maple syrup?), and ate them up quickly. We’re now looking forward to
a little Easter party at the end of this term, and Easter crafts run by Mary Dennett. We’re very
grateful to Mary for volunteering at our group for so many years. Our thanks also go to Emily
Gooding, of Focus of Life Photography, who ran a photo shoot at the group on two mornings
before Christmas, and kindly donated 20% of the profits to the group, enabling us to buy some new
low tables and chairs.
In April and May, some of us are planning to attend a parenting course here in the village.
Parentalk—The Primary Years is a course aimed at expectant parents and parents of children up to
age 12, and will run over six Monday evenings. It is run by parents—not experts!—and consists of
short DVD clips about the challenges and joys of parenting, with some practical ideas and
suggestions, and lots of opportunity to talk to other parents. Everyone is welcome to attend (not just
families from the Baby and Toddler Group). The course costs £5 per family in total, including
course materials, refreshments, and (if you need them) volunteer babysitters from St Swithun’s
Church. Contact Emma for more information on ejpartington@hotmail.co.uk or search for
Parentalk online.
If you look after a child under five during the week, why not come along to our group and give it a
try? Your first two sessions are free, thereafter we ask for £2 per family. We meet every Tuesday
and Thursday morning in term-time, from 9:30 to 11:30 am. We’d love to see you there! And if you
don’t look after little ones, but could spare an hour one week, we’d be very grateful for some
visitors to share their expertise and enthusiasm with the children. Maybe you’re a keen painter, and
could do a great big painting with the toddlers? Or you coach football, and could show us some ball
skills? Perhaps you could juggle for us, bring in your pets, share your collection of unusual hats…
you name it! We’re a community group, and we always value any support from the community.
Thank you!

Kennington Link WI
This month we met together for our 47th Founders Day Party. We were pleased to welcome
Mrs Maureen Palma, President of the Evening Institute, and thank her for joining us. As our
President was not able to join us at the beginning of the afternoon, the meeting was opened jointly
by Jean Mundy & Rosalie Whiteley.
A list of reminders sent to us by the President. This referred to (a) a donation sent to the County
Memorial Bursary Fund in memory of Jean Perella, (b) the OFWI General Meeting on 23rd March
at the Town Hall (Sheila Prior is to be our delegate), and (c) a reminder that there will be a raffle at
the March meeting.
With little business to discuss we soon turned our attention to the main concern of the afternoon—
the Party. Rosalie introduced a light-hearted quiz on flower names, which we joined in
enthusiastically. Our friend, Mary Tilston, had come along to entertain us. She began by reading
aloud two poems before playing a selection of traditional songs, which we all sang with gusto.
Mary was thanked by Rosalie who presented her with a gift as a sign of our appreciation.
It was a happy atmosphere as we took our places for the celebratory tea. Pretty flower arrangements
complimented the festive tables with their plates of tempting food. This lovely spread had been
provided by members of the committee and we thank them for all their hard work. A lovely
birthday cake, made by Margaret Young, was cut to the accompaniment of “Happy Birthday” and
all too soon it was time for our party to come to a close.
Our next meeting will be the Annual Meeting on 2nd March. This will be followed by Social
time and a Raffle.
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk.
You might have noticed the wonderful work carried out on the boundary hedge at Playfield Road
playing field. This hedge was laid some years ago and although at the time was a superbly laid
hedge, has been left to overgrow out of control. The Council is hoping that the hedge will not get
into such a state again, with maintenance work already booked in for the end of the year.
Staying with the playing field at Playfield Road, you might also have noticed several new benches
on the field. A few of these are replacements, as the old ones were beginning to decay and
becoming dangerous. An additional seat has been placed near the car park, for those who enjoy the
cricket to sit on in the summer.
The Council’s initiative to encourage dog owners to clear up after their dogs has resulted in a dog
bag dispenser being installed at both playing fields, near the car park, so there is no excuse for
any dog mess to be found on the fields.
The Parish Council, like the Vale of White Horse District Council, takes dog fouling seriously as
dog mess not only is unpleasant but also spreads diseases, which can cause illness and even
blindness. Under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996, a person who is in charge of a dog must
clean up after it when it fouls any footpath, highway, verge or other open space to which the public
has access. It is therefore a crime to allow a dog to foul in any public area without clearing it up.
Those that fail to do so could face a fixed penalty notice of £50 or prosecution.
If you see a dog owner allowing their dog to foul and not picking it up, take details of
anything that might help us identify them and contact Environmental Protection on
01235 540555 or email env.health@southandvale.gov.uk.
The Council is planning to replenish the bark within both play areas in the village, together with
filling the sand boxes in The Links, in readiness for the warmer months, before Easter.
At February’s meeting, the Council awarded £50 to ENRYCH Oxfordshire to contribute to the
running of a thriving project for the benefit of adults with a physical disability and who live in
Oxfordshire.
At long last the Council has found the perfect place in the village to install the defibrillator
presented to the Council last summer as a result of Leo Boles’s fund-raising. Full details will be
given in the Chronicle once installation has taken place, we hope next month. If you are interested
in attending a free short training session on what to do and how to use a defibrillator if you ever
find someone in distress, please forward your details to me as the Council would like to arrange
such sessions for the benefit of Kennington Residents.
Finally, the Council looks forward to seeing you at this year’s Annual Parish meeting on
Thursday 7th April at 7:30 pm (see page 24).
Dates of Council Meetings: March
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting Amenities Committee Planning Committee
10–11 am
7:30 pm
7 pm
8 pm
th
th
Saturday 5
Thursday 10
None
Tuesday 8th & 29th
The Amenities Committee meeting (if any) may be cancelled if not needed. Planning applications
are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of the plan as it has only 21
days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk immediately you receive
notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any neighbour objections. Plans can
be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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KOA
www.koa.org.uk
Annual Children’s Charity Concert
Saturday 19th, 6 pm in the Village Hall
All children in the village of all ages are invited to take part, whether through
school or independently. Come and play, sing, dance your favourite piece.
Contact us (details below) if you would like to join in.
Adults, parents, grandparents… come and support this super youth event!
Tickets at the door. All children free. All proceeds to KOA.
For more information contact Christian and Jill Bradley, 71A Bagley Wood Road, on
07880 716633.

Kennington Women’s Institute
Following the business meeting and members agreeing roles and responsibilities
for the coming year, the group settled down to hear a very interesting talk by Mike
Payne entitled ‘Pinewood Studios’. Pinewood began life as a stately home,
Hetherden Hall. It was situated near Iver in Buckinghamshire, built around 1891, and was seen as
the ‘jewel in the crown’ for the county. Surrounded by 100 acres of land, one of its early claims to
fame was the signing of the Irish Free State Treaty by Winston Churchill in 1922.
The home had several owners until finally acquired by Charles Boot, an architect and builder, who
had dreamed of creating a British Hollywood. Unfortunately by 1936 money was drying up and
financial support was required to achieve Boot’s dream, and so Joseph Arthur Rank was chosen to
join the Board. As a Yorkshire man who had made his money in flour milling, he provided the
finances to ensure that the vision of film making became a reality, and in the first year they made
fourteen films. Famous stars were attracted to the studios but as war broke out it was used to store
provisions as it was well camouflaged. Some of the army film units also used it as their HQ. In
many ways this was a blessing, as the studio was again running out of money.
After the war, whilst working to a strict budget of £150,000, Pinewood started making the ‘Doctor’
films. Many will remember Doctor in Love, Doctor in the House etc. These were lucrative for the
studio. Then followed the ‘Carry On‘ films, which again were financially successful. The house and
grounds were used extensively to cut the location costs and soon Pinewood began attracting ‘A’ list
Hollywood stars. Large budget films began to be made there and then James Bond films were
located in Pinewood. This created both jobs and expansion of the buildings used for filming, and
helped to resolve some of the financial worries. Superman followed and then Batman. Clearly word
had got round that it was the place to be for superheroes!
As the twentieth century drew to a close even television was also using the location. Such
programmes as Weakest Link and a variety of commercials were filmed there. As the 21 st century
progresses, it has just been announced that a Walt Disney contract has been signed, thus hopefully
ensuring that Pinewood will continue for many years to come. I am sure that Charles Boot would
have been delighted.
Our March meeting is the Annual General Meeting. The speaker at our meeting on Wednesday 13th
April will be Anne Ambler from OXTALK (the talking newspaper for the visually impaired).
Why not come along! We meet at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre.
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Annual Parish Meeting & Emergency Plan
A date for your diary… Kennington Parish Council holds its Annual Parish Meeting for all residents
on Thursday 7th April at 7:30 pm in the Village Hall.
There will also be details of the Village’s Emergency Plan at the Annual Parish meeting, as the
Council is always looking for volunteers to sign up to helping in some way, in case of an
emergency in Kennington.
If you wish to see the plan, but not attend the meeting, please come along early from 7 pm (while
we are setting up), when you can view the Emergency Plan.

Kennington Parish Council’s 80th anniversary
Kennington’s population doubled from 370 in 1921 to 738 in 1931. Following pressure from
a group of villagers who had formed a residents’ association, Kennington was finally granted
civil status in 1936.
Up to this date the village had been divided between the parishes of South Hinksey and Radley. The
boundary between the two civil parishes was the stream that rises in Bagley Wood and flows, now
in a culvert, between the houses in Bagley Close and Colley Wood, across Upper Road, under
Perkins, down to the Kennington Road then on to the River Thames.
It is understood that the problems associated with this divided local government control finally
came to a head in the 1930’s when it was realised that only half of the village had been provided
with street lighting, causing consternation to the residents living in the other half. Following the
grant of civil status, a village meeting was arranged for Monday 16th March 1936 to elect, by a
show of hands, Kennington’s first Parish Council.
The meeting was held in the village’s Memorial Hall. This ex-Army hut in Kennington Road
opposite Edward Road was the predecessor the first Village Hall, which was not completed until
1940.
At the meeting, seven residents—George Simpson, Bill East, Mrs Edith Burton, Horace Chasney,
Bill Gray, Monty Robinson and Ernest Smith—were elected to form the village’s first Parish
Council. Following the vote in which Edith Burton finished top of the pole, Monty Robinson was
elected Chairman with George Simpson chosen as Honorary Parish Clerk.
Also in March 1936, Samuel Grundy, a retired Barrister and leader of the campaign for parish
status, was elected to be Kennington’s very first Representative on the next tier of Local
Government, Abingdon Rural District Council. Mr Grundy lived at the time in the property now
known as Westwood Country Hotel.
— George Ross
Editor’s note: George will present a History of Kennington Parish Council, giving juicy off-therecord tales, to the Kennington History Society (open to residents for £2.50 each) on Monday 21st
November, 7:45 pm, in the Methodist Church.

KADS News
Thank you to everyone who came to see Knight Fever! and supported the show. We had
great fun, while working hard, bringing you one of our most successful pantomimes to
date. We raised lots of money for Help for Heroes, and the final amount will be announced shortly.
Our next production Alice will be a re-working of the popular tale, with three performances over
the weekend of 21–22 May in the Village Centre. The show will be a magical trip down the rabbit
hole to Wonderland, and promises to be fun for all ages. Tickets will go on sale on 1st April from the
box office on 01865 739025 (adults £8.50, concessions £6.50 and family of four £25). Look out for
more details in next month’s Chronicle.
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Yoga
A regular series on yoga from Elli Preghenella, http://j.mp/yoga-with-elli
Be present!
Although dating back millennia, mindfulness has become all the rage in recent years and is now
widely prescribed for people suffering with symptoms of stress, depression and chronic pain.
Mindfulness is a form of meditation, and the good news is that you don’t have to sit in the lotus
pose or wear saffron robes to be more mindful. Mindfulness simply refers to the art of being in the
present moment by paying full attention to your breath, your body and your surroundings. This can
be done by anyone, anywhere, any time. You can be mindful in movement (Yoga is an inherently
mindful activity but you can equally practice mindfulness whilst making a cup of tea or climbing
the stairs!) or mindful in stillness (sitting on a bench feeling the wind in your hair or being fully
focused on the birdsong).
The only effort required is to engage the brain. The theory is simple: focusing on the present
moment takes the attention away from the repetitive thought patterns which often clutter the mind.
The immediate effect is a clearer mind, but research shows that diligent practice will actually
physically “rewire” the brain.
Next time you catch yourself worrying about something that hasn't yet happened, or dwelling on
painful memories, simply stop, notice your breath, physical sensations, the sounds and smells
around you, and think of something that you are grateful for in the present moment. Train yourself
to do this regularly and you will soon enjoy a more peaceful outlook on life.
Mindfully eating chocolate: Slowing down and eating mindfully at every meal can help you get
more enjoyment out of your food, be more appreciative of where it comes from and control your
weight.
People with a sweet tooth are often thinking about the next piece of chocolate before they even
finish the one they are enjoying. This exercise is intended to help you to really get joy from it and
to eat just enough to feel satisfied. Kids enjoy a challenge—why not try this with your family this
Easter? Notice how different this is from popping pieces of chocolate mindlessly into your mouth.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Notice the weight of a piece of chocolate in your hand. Look at it closely.
Observe the shape and colour.
As you unwrap it, listen closely to the crinkle of the foil or paper.
Bring the chocolate up to your nose, and inhale deeply. Notice what
thoughts, feelings and memories come in your mind as you do this.
5. Place the chocolate in your mouth. Notice the flavour, richness and
texture. Pay attention to how the sensations change as it melts in your mouth.
6. Follow the sensations as the chocolate slips down your throat into your stomach.
7. If you are doing this in a group, take turns to share your experience.

Sylvia Rivers at 90
On 23rd January, family and friends gathered in the church hall to celebrate Sylvia’s 90th birthday.
Sylvia has lived in the village all her life, apart from joining the Land Army during the war and
living in Oxford for a short time after marrying Albert.
Before her marriage, she worked in Boswells in Oxford, and was Miss Kennington in 1947. For 20
years, Sylvia worked in Maynard’s newsagents. Starting as a Brownie at age 7, she has gone
through to Guides, and was 1st Kennington Guide captain, known as “Kim”, for many years. Sylvia
still sings in the church choir. Thank you to all at the party who donated £251 towards the RNLI.
— June Price
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 pm on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
Currently full
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 pm on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Apple Café
Badminton
Kennington Walkers
Swimming Club

Regular events
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 pm
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 am
Radley College
Monday 8–8:30 pm. Saturday 9–10 am
March

Wed
Fri
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon
Tue
Sat
Mon
Wed
Fri
Sun
Mon
Tue

2 2:15 pm
4 7:30 pm
9 am
5
10–11 am
10 am
8
8 pm
9 7:15 pm
10 7:30 pm
11 am–12 noon
12
7:30 pm
14 2 pm
15 2:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
19
6 pm
21 7:45 pm
10:30 am
23
7:30 pm
10:30 am
25
12 noon
27 10:30 am
28 2 pm
29 8 pm

Kennington Link WI
Methodist Church
Kennington Cancer Fund: Cheese & Wine
Village Centre
Kennington 4 Fairtrade Big Breakfast
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Parish Office
Village Centre
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Church
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Kennington Women’s Institute
Village Centre
Parish Council Meeting
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church Jumble Sale
Village Centre
Oxford Ceilidh Hosepipe Band
Village Centre
Festival Group
Village Centre
Christians Together House Fellowship
Flat 5, Alice & Margaret House, Rose Hill
Kennington Guides Table Top Sale
Village Centre
KOA Children’s Concert
Village Centre
Kennington History Society: Infantry Somme 1916
Methodist Church
Short Service
Edith Court Lounge
K. Horticultural Society: 101 unknowns of garden birds Village Centre
Good Friday Service followed by Walk of Witness
St Swithun’s Church
Service
Methodist Church
Easter Worship & Communion
Methodist Church
Festival Group
Village Centre
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
April

Sat
Wed
Thu
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Wed
Tue
Sat
Mon

2
6
7
11
12
13
14
18
19
23
25

10–11 am
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
2 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:45 pm
8 pm
2–4 pm
2 pm

Parish Office
Kennington Link WI
Annual Parish Meeting
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington Women’s Institute
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington History Society: Medieval Cloister
Parish Council Planning
KOA Sponsored Knit
Festival Group

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Edith Court
Village Centre

The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.
Index of Contents: page 3.
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Magazine contacts: page 39.
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