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Easter is here!
“The Lord is risen. He is risen indeed!” is the shout that will go out from our churches on Easter
Sunday. We hope that we will step out into sunshine as we celebrate the amazing news of the empty
tomb and the risen Lord Jesus. We will look around and find ourselves surrounded by primroses
and daffodils—or maybe in a typically English way there will be dark skies and chilly winds…
I am looking forward to spending a bit of time in the garden after Easter and planting a newly
turned bed. Yet, a few days ago the soil was cold and heavy, and made me think of people carrying
heavy burdens, deep sadness, grief, fear or worries. It sort of fitted with how the disciples and, of
course, Jesus felt as the days before Easter rolled on unrelentingly towards the cross… Jesus
prepared his disciples for it, time and again, explaining that his death was to lead them on through
darkness and sorrow to something more. He talked of seeds having to die in order to produce much
fruit; of his death so that life could follow. As we put seeds and small plants into the dark, damp,
cold of the earth, we hope that they will sprout and produce fantastic plants for us. Unless the seed
goes through this process there is no strong root system or a shoot that will push into the light and
grow well. Jesus pointed, and still points, his followers to hope. He promises that beyond the pain
and suffering of this world there is light, life, and joy! To the thief dying beside him he promised
paradise—that very day! The thief would know no more sin, guilt or fear, but instead total love,
acceptance and rest.
Sometimes our darkness is short, and we know that morning and sunshine will follow. Sometimes
we can only cling to a bottom line of God’s love and faithfulness and his promise that he will never
leave or forsake us. But the promises that were true for those followers of Jesus who experienced
death and life and the joy that followed are true for those who trust Jesus in the 21st century today.
As you think about the stories of Easter, see the walk of witness on Good Friday, join in one of the
Church services, or hear songs of praise on the television or radio, you may find seeds of thoughts
that you need to nurture and see where they lead you. Follow them, explore! You might be
surprised!
God is the God of surprises!
— Pam McKellen
Services in April
Sun 3rd 9:30 am

Parish Communion

Sun 17th 9:30 am
9:30 am

Messy Church
Morning Prayer in Church Hall

Sun 10th 9:30 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Compline

Sun 24th 9:30 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Compline

Every Thursday there is a short Communion Service at 10.30am.
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Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church. This month Messy Church will be on
the 17th. You don’t have to be a child to enjoy it. It is church with craft activities that help
people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages use handson activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as doing
things together we eat breakfast, have a chat and have a short time of worship. It starts at
9:30 am and usually finishes by 11. If you want to know more, come along and sample it! You
would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
Fancy some community gardening? Join Rosey and our Flowerpot Gang making our church
grounds beautiful. We generally meet on the third Saturday of the month, which will be the 16 th this
month. Any time between 9 am and midday; even just an hour will help. No experience needed—
we can teach you. Please bring gardening gloves and a hand fork. Telephone 01865 327969.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN APRIL
3rd 10:30 am We welcome the Rev Leslie Marsh, one of our Supernumerary Ministers, to
lead our Morning Worship.
10th 10:30 am Our Morning Worship will be led by our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary
Davies. This service will include the Annual Church Meeting, when we hear
about and discuss the life of the Church.
17th 10:30 am The Rev John Rowland, one of our Supernumerary Ministers who lives in
Kennington, will conduct our monthly service of Holy Communion.
24th 10:30 am Our Morning Service will be led by Sue Barratt, from Great Milton.
6:30 pm The Circuit Service at Wesley Memorial Church in Oxford, when we say
“Farewell” to the Rev Jonathan Todd, who is moving to become Chaplain
of Kent College.
4

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

OTHER ACTIVITIES
Monday 4th. MN8. The monthly Bible Study at 8 pm at the Church. This is a time of lively,
informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of contemporary issues
and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
Tuesday 19th at 2:30 pm. Our Christians Together Afternoon Fellowship Group. This study
group meets at a different home each month and we share in a short time of Bible study and prayer
together followed by a cuppa. This month’s meeting will be at 82 Upper Road. If you would like
more details, please contact Dilys Cale on 739774. Everyone is most welcome to this friendly
meeting.
Wednesday 20th at 10:30 am. Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge. Do come and join the
residents for 30 minutes of informal worship. All are welcome.
COFFEE MORNING Tuesday 12th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new!
The March Coffee Morning raised £83.40. Our May Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday
10th May.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH.
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Parish Priest:

Father Daniel Lloyd
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: dlloyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish
Saturday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)

Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

9:15 am

Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

11:15 am

Monday

6:30 pm

Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
The Good Shepherd, Kennington
5
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk.
You might have noticed the great work carried out at both Playfield Road and Forest Side playing
fields. At the areas at the back of Playfield Road playing field and to the side of Forest Side play
area, work has been carried out to cut down the scrub and brambles, making the fields far tidier
and safer for children using the field. It is planned that these areas be kept cut back by quarterly
maintenance throughout the coming growing session.
The Links play area at Playfield Road playing field and the play area at Forest Side are ready for
the good weather, with new sand in the sand-boxes at the links and a good covering of new bark at
both play areas. The BMX track is also being refurbished during April, giving a better and wider
track with the corners reshaped so that children can get the best out of cycling the track.
The Council is pleased to report that the village now has four public defibrillators. It is important
that as many people as possible are aware of them and how to access them in an emergency. If you
need to use one of these units you must dial 999, give them the postcode which is plainly marked
on the box, and they will give you an access code and dispatch an ambulance.
These defibrillators can be found outside:
➢

The village centre

➢

The laundrette at Playfield Road

➢

Kirlena House at the Oxford end of Kennington Road

➢

16 Meadow View Road

A further Awareness Training session has been booked and is full, but a third session is in the
process of being arranged. If you would like to attend, please contact the Clerk for more details.
On a less positive note, some of you may have noticed an outbreak of poster sticking at bus stops
and at Playfield Road pavilion, together with graffiti. If you have any information regarding this,
the Parish Council urges you to contact PCSO Claire Chavagnon on 07800 702654 or ring 101. A
substantial reward is given for information leading to successful prosecution.
Finally, the Council looks forward to seeing you at this year’s Annual Parish meeting on Thursday
7th at 7:30 pm. More details on page 22.
Dates of Council Meetings: April
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday Office
Parish Council Meeting Annual Parish Mtg. Planning Committee
10–11 am
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
8 pm
nd
th
th
Saturday 2
Thursday 14
Thursday 7
Tuesday 19th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Leading from the home front
Kennington Horticultural Society presents
Why Greening our Front Gardens Really Matters
An illustrated talk by Helen Bostock of the Royal Horticultural Society
Wednesday 27th, 7:30 pm in the Village Centre
Members and non-members all welcome — Free entry
Come along and glean some new ideas for your own front garden!
Sponsored by Kennington Parish Council
For more practical ideas for front gardens go to www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=879

KOA
www.koa.org.uk
Kennington Overseas Aid: Spring Gala Night
Saturday 7th May, 6:30 for 7 pm — Kennington Village Hall
Tickets £15 per person
A celebration in time with a fabulous auction of promises with mixed entertainment including
Mezzopiano. Ticket includes a three-course cabaret meal. Please bring your own bottle.
AUCTION OF PROMISES
1. A half-day adventure in a classic Jaguar XK140.
2. Three lots of 2-Bottles each of Speaker Bercow’s 10-year-old Malt Whiskey all the way
from the House of Commons.
3. A half day of Glass Making when you’ll have the opportunity to create your own
masterpiece.
4. A Tour of Oxford for a group of 10–12 with a registered guide who will try to get into the
lesser-known colleges or a college of the group’s choice.
5. One day Photography Workshop in London with photographer and film-maker Harry
Freeland.
6. Four nights’ accommodation in a Shepherd’s cottage in the Lake District.
7. An extended tour of the Bodleian Library, one of Europe’s oldest libraries. For a group of
up to 13, for between 1 and 1½ hours.
8. Guided two-hour tour for two at Bothy Vineyard with
wine tasting.
9. Virgin Balloon Flights Experience the Skies for two
people.
For details see www.koa.org.uk. For tickets contact Sylvia
Vetta at sylviavetta@gmail.com or Laila Ismail Khan on
07880 972664. For those who can not attend the gala evening,
you can put in bid for your selected promises with Dee Grant,
email ddgrant@btinternet.com.
Project update: Lunch 4 Learning, one of the three charities
being supported by KOA in 2016, has reported that the first
KOA-sponsored water tank has been completed! It is located
at St Matia Mulumba primary school in the district for Jinja, and has a capacity of 20,000 litres.
This school had 126 pupils before the tank was completed and now has 305. The headteacher
believes that the tank was the trigger for the increase. There will be a second KOA tank constructed
in another school in Kamuli, hopefully by end of September.
8

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

9

10

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Adventure Cubs in Winter
Cub Scouts love being outside taking part in adventurous activities.
But during the winter months the dark nights and uncertain weather
mean we need to bring the adventure inside!
2016 is the 100th Anniversary of Cub Scouting. Over the winter, the
Cubs have been taking part in some of the Cubs 100 Challenges
starting with the Fitness Challenge, which left the Cubs far less
breathless than it did the leaders!
As part of our Skills Challenge evening, the Cubs had to solve a
number of problems including what to do if all the lights in the HQ
building went out. The Cubs handled this brilliantly, even noticing
that one of the leaders was missing when the lights came back on.
As part of our winter activities, the Cubs gained their Road Safety
Badge looking at different types of pedestrian crossings; safe
clothing to wear on bikes and whilst walking; road signs used by
cars and bikes; and how they should behave as a passenger.
As the rain stopped for a while we were able to go outside. The
Cubs had great fun following a Glow Trail of natural objects
around the village.
One of our final challenges was to look at the difficult
subject of homelessness and to challenge the Cubs to
create a night shelter from cardboard and newspaper
and discover what it is like lying on the floor in the
dark. As can be seen from the pictures the Cubs
thought hard about what type of shelter to build and
how warm it might or might not be.
To finish the term, we look forward to our Easter egg
hunt and, as the clocks go forward, to the longer
evenings and many more outside activities.
Attention All Past Cubs!
As this is a special year for Cub Scouting, the Group is preparing an article for the Chronicle later
in the year and hopes to put on a display in the Headquarters at Otters Reach. If you were a Cub
(whether in the 40th Kennington or another Scout Group), do you have any photos of yourself as a
Cub, photos of any Cub activities that you took part in, or any mementos that we could show our
Cubs? We are happy to take copies of the photos at our cost.
If you can help please either email Stephen.daniels0@gmail.com or call on 07970 817109.
— Krys Daniels, Cub Scout Leader, Adventure Cub Scout Pack
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining in, we have a waiting list
for kids, but plenty of space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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Sponsored Knit
The Sponsored Knit will take place on
Saturday 23rd, 2 pm, in Edith Court.
If you can spare any double knitting wool we would be very grateful. Spare wool can
be dropped off at 73 Upper Road (739758). Sponsor forms can be provided. Many thanks.
— Linda Frankum

Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
Free Coffee Morning Talk Wednesday 6th, 10:30 for 11 am
Richard O Smith talks about his latest book, Town and Clown
“Bring together an outstanding comic writer and a city of unlikely people and you’ll
find the perfect love-match. The wittiest, zaniest, and most truthful guide to a city
you’ll read: armchair travel has never been so good. Or so funny.” — Susie Dent
Thanks to all children who read to raise £600 to be
spent on books for our library. The cheque was presented to Liz
Lawson, the Usborne books rep. £100 will be spent on Winnie the
Witch books. The librarian Dominique and Rebecca & Friends
group are proud and grateful to the young readers and their parents.
Thanks also go to Korky Paul, Winnie the Witch and Wilbur for
helping us celebrate on 5th March a fun, fabulous first birthday party
to mark the anniversary of our library refit together with World
Book Day. Many children were there to receive their thank-you
certificate from Korky. Winnie didn’t have too far to fly!
The library refit enjoyed by all library users was organised by FOKL with the help of the
Oxfordshire Library Service. Our wonderful volunteers and our fund-raising activities are needed
to maintain our much loved library. Do help by becoming a friend. It only costs a minimum of £3
per ANNUM. Linda Page was lucky enough to win a free membership at the party when her
daughter received a Winnie the Witch book. Many other people took membership forms home and
we encourage you to return the completed forms to the library. Find out more about FOKL by
coming to our short and friendly…
AGM on Friday 15th at 7:30 pm in the Library followed by white wine and canapés
For the young people:

Rhymetime on Monday 11th, 2–2:30 pm
Storytime on Wednesday 20th, 10:30 am–12 noon

Computer Buddy one-our sessions continuing between 2 and 4 pm on Fridays until 29th. More
sessions to follow if required. Book your slot at the library.
Date for your diary: Wednesday 4th May: Liz Harris’s latest book The Lost Girl
Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
12
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KADS News
We are delighted to announce that the collection for Help for Heroes raised just under
£1,000. This is a wonderful amount, and thank you to everyone who donated at the
performances of Knight Fever!
Our next show, ‘Alice’ by Archie Wilson, is a new take on the popular tale. Don’t be late for this
very important date—come with KADS for a trip down the rabbit hole with Alice and meet all the
familiar characters, with song and dance, to entertain the whole family!
Performances are at 2 pm and 7:30 pm on Saturday 21st May, and at 2 pm on Sunday 22nd May.
Tickets are available from Kay in the Box Office on 01865 739025 (see page 13)—£8.50 adults,
£6.50 concessions, £25 family of four.
The show is dedicated to Luke Biggs, a brave young man and member of KADS, who sadly passed
away earlier this year. There will be a charity raffle and a Mad Hatter’s tea with delicious cakes and
sweet treats. Come and join in the fun, you’d be mad not to!

Headway Oxfordshire
Charitable Incorporated Organisation 1156538
Volunteers Required
Headway Oxfordshire is an Oxfordshire-based charity supporting people who have
been affected by brain injury. The Activity and Rehabilitation Centre is situated on
the Bagley Wood Road in Kennington and opens Tuesday to Friday between 9:30 am and 3:30 pm.
The Centre supports over 50 people each week and offers many activities including physiotherapy,
art and craft workshops, an IT suite, games, gardening and other practical tasks.
We are looking for volunteers to help support our staff in the Centre. If you enjoy meeting and
talking with new people, are a good listener, and can volunteer some time to Headway Oxfordshire,
we would love to hear from you.
Personal Assistants required
Based in Kennington and Oxfordshire. Various hours available Salary: £15–17,000 pa pro
rata. Get paid for just being YOU!
Do you go home each day feeling great about yourself, knowing that you have made a real
difference to someone else’s life in your community? We DO!
“I love coming to work in the morning and helping people with brain injuries. The Centre is a
place of laughter and joy and I love making a difference in people’s lives.” — Zoe, Staff Member.
We are looking for people just like you: caring, enthusiastic, and wanting to bring light and
friendship into people’s lives. Being a Personal Assistant for Headway Oxfordshire is being a
professional friend, assisting individuals with everyday tasks, in their own home, in the community
and at our Activity and Rehabilitation Centre.
Headway Oxfordshire offers flexible working opportunities to fit around existing commitments.
You may already have experience of being a carer or an understanding of Brain Injury but this is
not essential, as training is given. There is no personal care involved in this role but you will need a
full driving licence and access to a vehicle.
“Headway Oxfordshire gives me respite from the daily routine and caring.” — Carer
If you are interested in either volunteering or the Personal Assistant vacancy please contact
Claire Twinn or Charlotte Carlisle on 01865 326263 or admin@headway-oxford.org.uk.
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Kennington Festival Group
Annual Report 14th March
This year has been up and down in many ways, but we are still going strong and
determined to carry on and encourage others to join us. Numbers fell a bit during the year but have
picked up recently and we now have 38 members.
During the year, six members celebrated their 90 th birthdays, so we had Birthday cake and Sherry,
or Shloer for those who preferred it.
During the year we had four lunches, enjoying a variety of meals made by the committee members.
We had Fish and Chips from the Tandem today, which was excellent and collected from the pub
with the help of the Manager and staff. Everyone enjoyed their meal.
We only had one Mini Bus Outing this year, to Bicester Avenue. Unfortunately due to unforeseen
circumstances and Colin being on holiday we were unable to have another outing. However we
hope to have an outing in June and maybe another one or two later in the year.
Our Easter tea was enjoyed by all, and The Strawberry Tea raised £60 for Breast Cancer Care. I
hope we will do this again this year and maybe invite others to attend as well.
We all enjoyed a Garden Party at Mary Bakewells, thank you Mary and Bob. It was a lovely if not
windy day. We had tea and cakes. Had a go at Handbell ringing with Pat Mabbutt, our newly
appointed Entertainment Secretary, and tried a few quizzes. And had a raffle. Members and Mary
agreed it would be good to do it again this year.
The Bring and Buy sale in November raised over £70 for our funds.
We had a visit from our PSCO who talked with many of our members to let them know her role in
the community.
We ended 2015 with our usual Christmas tea and sang carols along with Joan Rowland on the
piano. Thank you Joan.
We said a sad farewell to Joan Holloway, Jean Perella, a Founder member, and Betty Trinder, our
Treasurer and member for many years. May they Rest in Peace.
Thank you to all those who make these meetings possible; the Committee who have seen to the
fortnightly running of the group; our band of volunteer drivers who continue to transport 14 of our
ladies to and from the meeting; Margaret our Tea Lady; Alec for Bingo calling; Peter, who does
such a lot behind the scenes and makes sure the hall is warm enough for us; the caretaker for
putting the tables and chairs out; and John who puts them all away.
We are a very happy friendly lot and we would like to see more people join us. Our youngest
member is in her 60’s and our oldest member Mrs Keep is 101, so please remind your friends and
acquaintances that they don’t have to be lonely or bored all the time.
If you would like to join us at our fortnightly meetings please contact me.
— Margaret, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
We are so lucky in this area, having the wealth of cultural opportunities within a stone’s
throw. We are especially lucky in Kennington, as a short bus journey takes us either
south into Abingdon or north into Oxford. Being able to get the children out and about,
learning in their local area, is something we value greatly. With a bus stop just outside
our Key Stage 2 buildings on the The Avenue, we are able to take classes to museums and galleries
easily and cost-effectively. Our report on page 20 this month comes from Mr Scott and his Year 2
children in Rowan Class (6–7 year-olds). They certainly enjoyed their two recent visits: the first on
the bus into Abingdon, the second travelling a little further afield to Long Hanborough.
In school we are planning events to mark the Queen’s 90th birthday, but Abingdon is definitely at
least one step ahead of us, with their planned Bun Throwing Day! It seems that would-be
competitors only have to wait until the Bank Holiday at the end of May to try out their skills. The
winner gets the opportunity to join the town’s mayor on further bun-throwing, this time to the
crowds gathered to celebrate Her Majesty’s birthday on the weekend of 11th & 12th June. On their
visit to Abingdon Museum, the children learnt lots about transport in the area, but, as so often
happens, there were plenty of unplanned learning opportunities too and finding out about this
quirky event created excitement and interest! I hope that our celebration events will be just as
exciting. We will let you know.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Why is nature good for us?
These articles and my wider work these days are about developing new ways for people to enjoy
their gardens, see them in a new light and enjoy the wildlife therein. Bringing people through their
senses to experience more fully what is in front of them, in that moment, is a de-stressing skill,
perfect for keeping balance in all our lives.
The emphasis is much on the thoughts being what to address in finding balance, but what is really
happening physically in the human body and mind when we enjoy the nature around us? We know
getting out and connecting with nature is good for us, but what is going on? We recognize that
tingly feeling when we are out in the thick over Mother Nature, but what is really happening, what
is it that causes that tingly feeling?
I am hoping to run a series of nature sensory workshops with Oxford University students and help
develop a full study within the University to collect data exploring what physically happens to our
bodies when out in nature.
I suspect a lot of what’s going on is the electrical impulses given and received by the brain during
our countryside wanders. Is it all to do with the nervous system though? Is it that we breathe more
deeply when out in nature, meaning we have more oxygen in our system so our bodies can actually
function properly? Is what’s going on in our bodies different at differing stages in live, say, toddler,
teenager, adult, and pensioner? If we understand what’s going on when we are out in nature, are we
able to sustain that process when we return back to the hustle and bustle that can be life?
Next time you are out in the wildlife garden, observe yourself. What’s happening in your mind and
in your body? It’s something we take for granted, but I think worth exploring.
I talk about not just looking, but seeing. Not just touching, but feeling. Not just listening, but
hearing. Even that is not enough—to get the whole experience from a wildlife garden, we also need
to understand.
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1st Kennington Guides
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
After the half term break, we completed our last activity from Go For It:
Space, making and racing space buggies.
We then tackled our Growing
Up Wild: In the Mud challenge.
For this, we competed at welly
wanging, and worked out how
to filter muddy water, as well
as playing some muddy games.
We relaxed with a board game
evening. We shall finish the
term with some Easter food
craft.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

One Week in March
It has been a very special week for Rowan class because,
in the space of one week, we have been on two different
school trips! Our class topic for this half-term has been
‘Transport’, and so both of the trips have been linked to
our in-class learning. Our first visit was to Abingdon
Museum, which coincidentally took place on World Book
Day. We were very lucky as the staff at the Museum
conducted a workshop for us all about the history of
transport in Abingdon: we were intrigued to hear about
Abingdon’s links to MG, as well as about the artwork
created by people living in barges. It was wonderful to see
all of the other artwork, exhibitions, and features of the
museum. We are all looking forwards to the next
Abingdon Bun Throwing Day!
Our second trip was to the Long Hanborough Bus and
Morris Motors Museum (on a wet and soggy Wednesday!)
Upon arrival we spent some time looking around the Bus
Museum, and we had great fun identifying the changes in
technology that have led to the buses we see today. We
were inspired to be able to have first-hand experience of
sitting inside some of the vehicles and looking closely at
the differences in old and recent buses. After eating our lunch we went into the Morris Motors
Museum, where we were able to see how bicycles have changed from earlier models, such as ‘The
Bone Shaker’ (a ‘not so comfortable’ bike with a bigger front wheel!) to more modern bikes and
tricycles. We also enjoyed looking at the different Morris cars and the workings of an engine.
As well as being excellent stimuli for our topic learning, both trips have been rich experiences and
have offered us excellent writing opportunities. We have written ‘Thank you’ letters to Abingdon
Museum, and have also written recounts of our day at Long Hanborough. After a busy week of
transport, we can be grateful for the fact that, just like buses, our school trips come in twos!
— Rowan Class
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Annual Parish Meeting 2016

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on
Thursday 7th April at 7:30 pm
in the Main Hall of the Kennington Village Centre
All electors of Kennington Parish are welcome to attend and participate
AGENDA
1. Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting
2. Report of the Chairman
3. Financial Statement of the Parish Council 2015/2016
4. Matters arising from Reports
5. Election of three persons to Kennington Memorial Field Committee
6. Reports from the District Councillors
7. Report from the County Councillor
8. Reports from Local Committees and Organisations
9. To consider suggestions from parishioners

Cllr Colin Charlett
Chairman of Kennington Parish Council
Please send any suggestions for item № 9 by Wednesday 6th to
The Clerk to the Council
Mrs A Feather
20 Kennington Road
Kennington
OX1 5NZ
or email clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
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Annual Report 2015–16
How much did your Parish Council cost you in 2015–16?
The precept, which is Parish Council’s share of the Council Tax for the year, was £7,8847.00. It
costs a band ‘D’ property £47.31.
Additional income of around £11,232.35 came from grants, other payments and bank interest.
Regular Commitments
•

Clerk’s and Play Area Warden’s salaries

•

Maintenance of the playing areas

•

Maintenance of the War Memorial

•

Grass cutting of the highway verges

•

Grass cutting and maintenance of the cemetery

•

Maintenance of the paths and alleyways

•

Repair and cleaning of the bus shelters

•

Regular litter collecting

•

Garden Competition

•

Carols around the Christmas tree

Additional spending in 2015–16
•

Relaying and maintenance work on the boundary hedge at Playfield Road playing field

•

Clearing the scrub at both playing fields

•

Replacement benches and an additional bench

Grants to Local Community Groups and Charities made 2015–16
•

40th Oxford (Kennington) Cub Scout Pack

£ 100

•

South and Vale Carers Centre

£ 350

•

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal

£1,000

•

Oxfordshire Association for the Blind

£ 200

•

Abingdon & District Citizens Advice Bureau

£ 525

•

Kennington Horticultural Society

£ 115

•

Kennington Whist Club

£ 120

•

ENRYCH (Ryder-Cheshire Volunteers)

£

50

More details regarding the Parish Council’s activities during 2015–16, together with presentations
from both the Council and local organisations, will be given at the Annual Parish meeting on the 7th.
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Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. Please
keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 43).
Luke Charlie Biggs
At the end of January, Luke lost his brave and long fight to survive, and sadly passed away in
Birmingham Children’s Hospital.
I am sure many of you have followed his story over the 18 years he was with us and are aware of
his tremendous achievements and his involvement in so many activities: the Transplant Games
where he won medals in Table Tennis; Archery and Badminton; his participation in the Torch Relay
for the Paralympics in 2012; his continual encouragement to others in similar circumstances.
His funeral was a fitting tribute, and those amongst the congregation of nearly 500 all played their
part in saluting his tremendous life. The eulogies from family and friends were a true reflection of
Luke the person—loved by all and a friend to everyone.
His devotion to Arsenal was total and we all are comforted that he was at the FA Cup Final last year
to see his beloved Gunners lift the trophy for a second year running.
Luke is now gone, but never forgotten, and his spirit lives on in the hearts of all his family and
friends. Ian, Karen, Adam, and all the family—thank you all for your incredible support in so many
ways over the years.
— Margaret Biggs

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Membership: Our new season commences on 1st April and membership remains at just £1.
Hopefully, by the time you read this newsletter, your membership cards and show schedules will
have been delivered. If you are not a member and would like to join, telephone the membership
secretary on 730961.
Wednesday 27th, 7:30 pm in the Village Centre: Talk by Helen Bostock from the Royal
Horticultural Society, entitled, “Leading from the home front: why greening our front gardens
really matters.”
This is a Kennington Village event, sponsored financially by the Parish Council. Everyone is
welcome. Come along and get some tips on how your front garden can accommodate both a car and
some beautiful plants. Free to all; complimentary refreshments. More information on page 8.
Saturday 30th: Coach Outing to Kew Gardens London. Spring is an excellent time of year to
visit Kew gardens.
Although this outing is full, we continue to take bookings in case we can run a second coach
or minibus. Those who have booked places and have yet to pay are requested to do so as soon
as possible.
Places can be booked with the treasurer on 730961. The all-inclusive cost is £22 (non-members
£23) payable within 7 days of booking. The coach will depart from Manor Grove at 8:30 am,
calling at bus stops through the village.
Plant Sale Saturday 7th May, 10 am–12 noon, St Swithun’s Church Grounds: If you want to
buy a good range of plants at knock-down prices, come along to our plant sale. A limited number of
tables are available at £9 each. Tables must be booked in advanced with Mr & Mrs Maine on
736841 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.
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Kennington Youth Club
By the time you read this, the management hopes that the youth club will be
enjoying new temporary leadership. This is because Tabby, our current leader,
gave notice that she wished to relinquish the leadership role. Her last evening
in charge was 21st March, when we expressed our thanks for all she had done.
All is not lost however. At the time of writing, we are negotiating with an experienced leader
known to some of us who has expressed an interest in leading the club on a temporary basis. This
will be in the post-Easter period up to to the school summer holidays, or until we find a permanent
leader. So if you know of someone with skills in youth leadership, or affiliated skills from teaching
or similar, we would welcome hearing from them on the 01865 735864. We would also consider
anyone with aspirations of working with young people.
Our young people meet on term-time Mondays only, Years 6, 7 and 8 from 6:30 to 8 pm, and Years
9, 10 and 11 from 7:30 to 9 pm. This is a paid position with remuneration based on experience.
Tabby led the club from September 2013 with considerable success, but has decided to stand down
to concentrate on counselling roles. This fits in better with her undergraduate studies and
employment ambitions, and we wish her every success in this area of working with the young. We
have not lost her entirely though as she has expressed a willingness to continue helping KYC as a
volunteer until the summer holiday.
So a new chapter begins for Kennington Youth Club, which its management hopes will be at least
as successful as the last. If you can help make it so in any way, please contact the chairman, Roy
King, on 01865 735864.
— Claire Gilbert, clairelouisegilbert@gmail.com

Kennington Link WI
This month we held our Annual General Meeting, which was conducted in the
traditional manner. In the absence of the Treasurer, Sheila Prior presented the Financial
Report, distributing detailed copies of the balance sheet and explaining the finer points.
The Secretary’s Report. Jean Mundy gave the 47th Annual Report, beginning by listing the names of
officers and various helpers of the committee. Unfortunately, owing mostly to ill health,
membership this year is slightly down on last year, although recently we have been very pleased to
welcome new members both to the village and to our WI. We called to mind the different speakers
we had heard over the past year, the centenary celebrations, and our party in February. We had been
fortunate enough to win the Group Bursary, and both Margaret Young and Rosalie Whiteley were
successful in having pictures selected for the WI Calendar. It was gratifying to recall these activities
and achievements of the past year.
The President’s Report. Ann Coulter commenced by saying it had been an exciting year for our WI.
We had enjoyed the February birthday party and the lunches out. She thanked Sheila for
temporarily taking over the job of Treasurer, and Jean for her work as Secretary. After 13 years as
President she had decided it was time to stand down, and was presented with a bouquet of flowers
by Rosalie and our grateful thanks for all the work she has done on our behalf.
The afternoon continued on a lighter note as the raffle was drawn and members took time for a
quick chat over a refreshing cup of tea. Social Time then continued with a pleasant Beetle Drive
organised by Rosalie.
The next meeting will be on 6th April when we look forward to a talk by Peter Biggs who is
going to tell us something of his life so far. Peter is a very well-known character in Kennington.
Visitors will be most welcome; we meet at 2:15 in the Methodist Church.
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Thames (Kennington) Trefoil Guild
Village Spring Outing
Our annual Spring Outing will take place on Thursday 12th May. Thames
(Kennington) Trefoil Guild invites Kennington residents and their friends to
join them on the day.
This year we will be visiting the National Arboretum, stopping en route for a comfort break. The
cost of the trip is £18 (including coach travel, recommended donation and driver’s tip). Extras
include a Buggy Tour (50 minutes £5), a Guided Walk (45 minutes £3), and the Land Train Tour
(£5). Wheelchairs and electric scooters can be hired. For further information please visit the
arboretum’s website www.thenma.org.uk.
If you are interested in joining us, please contact either Joy Topping on 01865 863110 or Janet
Pottle on 01865 862147 by Friday 15th April.

Kennington PPG: Diet & Nutrition, and AGM
Contact the PPG on khcppg@gmail.com
Diet & Nutrition
Kennington Patient Participation Group will hold a free talk by Megan on Diet &
Nutrition, Tuesday 26th, 6:30–7:30 pm, in the Methodist Church Hall. Please
note that the talk should start on time, so the venue will open early.
All Kennington residents and patients of the Kennington Health Centre are welcome.
Please email the PPG at khcppg@gmail.com if you intend to come, so that we can have some idea
of how many people to cater for.
Annual General Meeting
Kennington Patient Participation Group will hold its AGM on Monday 11th at 6:00 pm, in St
Swithun’s Church Hall.
Patients of the Kennington Health Centre are welcome to attend.

Garden Competition
Kennington Parish Council Garden Competition
for the Dr Geoffrey Blackman Cup
Judging will take place on Saturday 16th July
As mentioned in the March issue, we are changing the format. To enter the
Competition, you need to fill out a simple form, which will be available from Monday 16th May
and not 4th April as stated last month.
The forms will be on the Parish Council Notice Board in the Village Hall or by email or telephone
from any of:
Peter Biggs
The Clerk
Sylvia Buckingham

peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com
clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
sybuck@hotmail.co.uk

01865 730353
01865 421126
01865 327739

As in previous years there are three categories: Front Garden; Basket or Container; and Business
Premises. Entry is only allowed in ONE of the categories.
For more information contact Peter Biggs.
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Kennington Women’s Institute
As usual, the first part of our March meeting took the form of our Annual Meeting.
The members of the committee were thanked for all their hard work during the
year and were all re-elected. The President thanked our loyal members for their
help and efforts in fund raising for our Institute. She was pleased that we had also made
contributions towards the refurbishment of the rocking horse in the Health Centre and to Professor
Harris at the Churchill Hospital towards his research into cancer.
The President welcomed two new members. Following this part of the meeting we all enjoyed two
very different quizzes and finished the evening with tea and biscuits.
The speaker at our next meeting on Wednesday 13 th April will be Anne Ambler from OXTALK (the
talking newspaper for the blind and visually impaired people in Oxford and surrounding district).
Don’t forget, 7:15 pm in the Village Centre. All are welcome.

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Choirs will be giving a performance of the Four Coronation Anthems of Handel and the
Mozart Requiem, in Exeter College Chapel in Oxford on Sunday 17th at 3 pm.
The Coronation Anthems are in celebration of the Queen’s 90th birthday four days later on 21st. The
collection will be for Sir Michael Sobell House which celebrates its 40th anniversary this year.
The soloists will be

Claire Barratt (Soprano)
Jonathan Todd (Tenor)
Jamal Sutton (Organ)

Rebecca Martin
(Contralto)
Stephen Barratt
(Bass)
Trevor Cowlett MBE (Conductor)

Bob Whorton, the Chaplain of Sobell House, will say a few words about the charity, and this will
be the last time that Jonathan Todd sings with us before he moves away this summer. Last year,
the College gates had to be closed ten minutes before the concert began because the Chapel was
full to overflowing. So, come early. Radley College will make a recording of the concert.

Kennington Strollers
Kennington Strollers will resume their gentle strolls around
the Playfield Playing Field, Playfield Road
Tuesday 3rd May at 2 pm
This year we shall offer ten short walks on the first and third Tuesday each month from 3 rd May to
20th September.
3rd & 17th May, 7th & 21st June, 5th & 19th July, 2nd & 16th August, 6th & 20th September
These short strolls are for people managing long term health conditions, or recovering from illness
or surgery. If you haven’t exercised for some time please consult your doctor before you come on a
walk.
If you would like to join us for a gentle stroll around the Playing field at Playfield Road followed
by tea or coffee in the Pavilion, please contact Rosemary on telephone 01865 735419 or email
Rosemary@gardneraldgate.demon.co.uk.
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Kennington Churches Together collection
For Oxford Homeless Pathways: The collection for Oxford Homeless Pathways will be made on
Sundays 17th & 24th. We need…
✔
✔
✔
✔

Towels, toiletries, underwear, socks, value toothbrushes (sorry, we cannot accept blankets)
Crockery, pots, pans, cutlery, bed linen (for re-homing)
Cereals, long-life milk, yeast extract (e.g. Marmite), breakfast cereals
Tins of beans, spaghetti, soup, minced beef, tuna

If you are unable to leave your donations at one of the Churches in Kennington, please contact
Ann Coulter 01865 739271 or John Marson 01865 735145.
Many thanks for your help, which the Oxford Homeless Pathways greatly appreciates.
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School parking
St Swithun’s Church has kindly allowed parents to park in its parking area when dropping off and
collecting children at St Swithun’s School, 8:30–9:15 am and 2:45–3:30 pm.
This might help with congestion.
Please note that this is subject to the rare occasion when the grounds are being used for Church
functions.

Friends of Kennington Cancer Fund
Thanks to all who supported the Quiz and Cheese and Wine. A special thank you to all who helped
put tables and chairs away, gave donations and prizes.
The Quiz raised £1,160, the Cheese and Wine £1,200.00.
Ladies—our Shoe Sale has been booked for Saturday 14th May, 10 am–12 noon.
— Pearl Livett

Sobell House Hospice Bereavement Service
Sobell House Hospice Bereavement Service is seeking to recruit a new group of Volunteer
Bereavement Workers. The hospice will offer you a 70-hour induction training course starting in
October 2016, and then ongoing supervision and team meetings.
Two open evenings have been scheduled on Thursday 21st June (6–8 pm) and Wednesday 6th July
(4–6 pm) to help prospective volunteers find out more about the role and Bereavement Service. The
venue is Sobell House Hospice, in the grounds of Churchill Hospital.
For an informal discussion please contact Julian Bond, Bereavement Service Co-ordinator on
01865 225857 or Julian.Bond@ouh.nhs.uk.

Thames District Guides table top sale
Thank you for supporting Thames District Guides Table Top Sale. We shall be
back again next year.

Tony Taylor memorial service
We shall celebrate the life of Tony (1929–2015) at a memorial service at St Swithun’s
Church on Wednesday 4th May at 11 am with refreshments afterwards in the church
hall.
Everyone welcome.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 pm on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
Currently full
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 pm on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Apple Café
Badminton
Kennington Walkers
Swimming Club

Regular events
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 pm
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 am
Radley College
Monday 8–8:30 pm. Saturday 9–10 am
April

Sat
Wed
Thu
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sun
Mon

2
6
7
10
11
12
13
14
17
18

Tue

19

10–11 am
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
2 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
3 pm
7:45 pm
2:30 pm
8 pm
10:30 am
7:45 pm
2–4 pm
2 pm

Wed 20
Sat 23
Mon 25

Parish Office
Kennington Link WI
Annual Parish Meeting
Annual General Meeting
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington Women’s Institute
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Choirs Concert
Kennington History Society: Medieval Cloister
Christians Together House Fellowship
Parish Council Planning
Short Service
Kennington History Society: Medieval Cloister
KOA Sponsored Knit
Festival Group

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Exeter College Chapel, Oxford
Methodist Church
82 Upper Road
Village Centre
Edith Court Lounge
Methodist Church
Edith Court
Village Centre

May
Wed

4 2:15 pm
10–11 am
Sat
7
7 pm
Tue 10 10 am
Wed 11 7:15 pm
Thu 12 7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
Sat 14 11 am–2 pm
7:30 pm
Mon 16 7:45 pm
Tue 31 8 pm

Kennington Link WI
Parish Office
KOA Gala Celebration
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: Life & Music of Eric Coates
Annual Parish Council Meeting; and Planning Meeting
Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale
St Swithun’s School May Fair
Oxford Ceilidh: New Band Angelo
Kennington History Society: Oxford Dambusters
Parish Council Planning

Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s School
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre

Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message
out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 43) is happy to help.

Index of Contents: page 3.
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Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 43.
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