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There is still time to enter Kennington’s
Best Kept Garden Competition
Saturday 16th. See page 18 for how to enter easily.
Also inside and online at www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk:
Sponsored Knit (14); Dementia Health Talk (26); Community First
Responders (34); Go for Gold (25); and much more!
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POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).............................................................................................101
Area PCSO Claire Chavagnon C8491 (not 24 hours)................................................07800 702654
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What can I recycle?.............................http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
It seems very strange to think that this is almost be my last note for the Kennington Chronicle.
As you may know I am retiring in mid-October and will be moving to my little (very little!) house
in a village just outside Newbury. It is going to be a big change. I’m not thinking about saying
goodbyes just yet—there are still several months to go, but we are working hard on thinking how
Glynis, Alison and Tony will cover the three churches in the gap between my going and a new
Vicar coming. You will be seeing plenty of each of them! There will need to be new contact details,
etc., but we will tell you about them in September.
For me it is a strange sensation: leaving things and people much-loved, and all sorts of new
possibilities opening up! One of my greatest challenges will be sorting through the accumulations
of twelve years here and getting rid of all the unnecessary things. But it is making me consider what
are the important things. I must admit that even the thought of doing a lot of sorting and throwing
stuff away makes me feel weary!
If you look on the internet, you can find advice about getting rid of all sorts of bad or useless things
from unwanted furniture, or dust mites or rose blight as well as anxious thoughts or drink and food
addictions—but it’s not always as easy as throwing away old rubbish!
There is a beautiful little children’s (and adult’s!) book called ‘You are special’ by Max Lucado. It
describes how, in a certain village, its inhabitants, carved wooden people (Wemmicks) gave others
stars or blobs: the stars for talents and the dull grey dots for mistakes and bad things. The story is
how a little Wemmick, who is regarded as useless, discovers that when she comes before her maker
all the dots she has been given disappear. The real questions we need to ask ourselves are about the
sort of clutter and things that hold us back from recognising how much God loves us and being the
sort of people he wants us to be.
Once we can identify the rubbish and the things that hold us back we can start (sometimes we need
the help of others) to do something about getting rid of it all. Possessions and habits can become a
burden if we are not careful. They can bog us down and keep us from discovering the best. St Paul
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talks about this and likens life to a race where we need to be fit and to carry as little extra baggage
as possible. ‘The Message,’ a modern paraphrase of the Bible, puts it this way:
Strip down, start running—and never quit! No extra spiritual fat, no parasitic sins. Keep
your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we’re in. Study how he did it.
Because he never lost sight of where he was heading—that exhilarating finish in and with
God—he could put up with anything along the way: Cross, shame, whatever. And now he’s
there, in the place of honour, right alongside God.
Maybe we need to think about shedding a few of the things that hold us back and moving on into
new places, fit and ready for all that lies ahead. It will be good! God is the God of surprises!
— Pam McKellen
Services in July
Sun 3

rd

9:30 am

Parish Communion

Sun 10th 9:30 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Compline

Sun 17th 9:30 am
9:30 am

Messy Church
Morning Prayer in Church Hall

Sun 24th 9:30 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Compline

Sun 13st 9:30 am

Parish Communion

Services in August
9:30 am

Parish Communion

Sun 21st 9:30 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Compline

Sun 14th 9:30 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Compline

Sun 28th 9:30 am
6:30 pm

Messy Church
Morning Prayer in Church Hall

Sun 7th

Please note that Messy Church is the fourth Sunday in August so that it follows our Holiday Club,
which runs on 24th, 25th and 26th August. If you would like more information about the club, contact
Mary Dennett on 01235 522476. Children must be registered by 20th July.
Every Thursday there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Except in August, Messy Church is held on the third Sunday of each month. Messy Church
will be on 17th July, and in August it will be on the 28 th following the Holiday Club.
You don’t have to be a child to enjoy it. It is church with craft activities that help
people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages use
hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as
doing things together we eat breakfast, have a chat and have a short time of worship. It starts
at 9:30 am and usually finishes by 11. If you want to know more, come along and sample it! You
would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service. Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN JULY
3rd

10:30 am Methodist Conference Sunday: We welcome Jim Hewitt, from Blackbird Leys
to lead our Morning Worship.

10th 10:30 am Action For Children Sunday: Jenny Warren, from the South Didcot Action
for Children Centre, will speak about her work, and how they have used the
money raised by the Kennington United Choirs concert last Christmas. The
service will be led by Trevor Cowlett.
17th 10:30 am Morning Worship will be led by our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies.
24th 10:30 am Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be led by the Rev John
Rowland, one of our Supernumerary Ministers who lives in Kennington.
31st 10:30 am Our service this morning will take the form of CAFÉ CHURCH, led by Paul
Spray from Oxford.
SERVICES IN AUGUST
7th

10:30 am We welcome Dr Neville Shepherd from Headington to lead our Morning
Worship today.

14th 10:30 am Morning Worship will be led today by Jan Grimwood, who comes to us from
Tackley.
21st 10:30 am Our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, will lead our monthly service of
Holy Communion.
28th 10:30 am The Rev David Bull, one of our Supernumerary Ministers from East Oxford,
will conduct our Morning Worship.
Monday 4th July and Monday 1st August. MN8. The monthly Bible Study at 8 pm at the Church.
This is a time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range
of contemporary issues and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
During July and August there will be NO meetings of the Christians Together Afternoon
Fellowship Group.
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Wednesdays 20th July and 17th August at 10:30 am. Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge.
Do come and join the residents for 30 minutes of informal worship. All are welcome.
COFFEE MORNINGS Tuesdays 12th July AND 9th August in the Methodist Church from
10 am onwards. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa
with old friends and new! The June Coffee Morning raised £78.35. Our September Coffee
Morning will be held on Tuesday 13th September.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH.
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Parish Priest:

Father Daniel Lloyd
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: dlloyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish
Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
Sunday
9:15 am
Sunday 11:15 am
Monday 6:30 pm
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Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Kennington Scouts
Our photos this month are from the traditional St Georges Day
parade in the centre of Oxford on the 23 rd April and of three high
achieving Cubs who joined hundreds of others in the County at
Youlbury on 7th May for an awards ceremony and celebration.
The executive team is shown on page 33.
Volunteers. Supporting our brilliant volunteer
leaders, we have a number of other volunteers
in our Executive Committee. The ‘Exec’ meets
about four times a year and provides support
to the Leaders, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts,
enabling the leaders to focus more on the
quality of each session. Support isn’t just
about fund-raising, it’s also about maintaining
& improving the facilities, providing other
expertise (everyone has a skill that is of use!),
assisting with health & safety, advertising and
projects such as renewing our kitchen or car
park for example. Or…
If you might like to help out with the Scout
Group in the village but find that you can’t
commit to a regular slot at the Scout HQ, you
could always help ‘behind the scenes’. Each of
the sections meets weekly, but as well as the
session planning there are many forms to fill
in, visits to plan and arrangements to make.
There is a fair amount of admin that helps
keep the various sections going, ranging from
the ongoing collating the waiting list, to oneoff projects such as making sure all of the
paperwork for a camp away is in order. If you
could spare an hour or two each week or
month to perhaps order some hard-earned
badges or help keep our records up to date,
please do get in touch.
We have an admin assistant for our Endeavour
Cub Pack, and we would love to have the
same kind of paperwork support for our
Scouts too! (Our Scout Leader would be
eternally grateful – you should have seen his
face light up at the mere mention of the
possibility of an Admin Assistant!) Please help
us make a real difference to the families in our
community.
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining, we have a waiting list
for kids, but plenty of space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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Please include contact details…
… when you submit an entry to the Kennington Chronicle.
Entries without contact details (telephone number or email address) will not be considered for
publication.

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk.
Before June’s Parish Council meeting, two members of the Vale of White Horse District Council
Planning department gave a presentation to the Councillors on current planning legislation,
including the enforcement aspects of planning.
They were keen to explain the changes of carrying out their role and commended the Councillors to
use the Planning Portal and the Interactive House. The address of this website is shown below:
www.planningportal.co.uk
This national website will help you to ascertain whether you need planning permission or whether
your proposed falls into the Permitted Development category. They also explained that if you scroll
down to the bottom of the page you will find various Interactive Guides including the “Interactive
House”. This gives information about when planning permission is necessary. It looks like an
interesting and helpful tool.
At its June meeting, the Council granted £1,000 to the 40th Oxford (Kennington) Sea Scout Group
as a contribution toward much-needed work planned to be carried out on the Group’s Hall, kitchen
and car park.
The Council also made a grant to the Kennington Village Hall Committee in order that again muchneeded safety surface repair work at the very popular play area outside the village hall could be
carried out.
Dates of Council Meetings: July & August
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting, 7:30 pm
Planning Committee, 8 pm
Thursday 14th July
Tuesday 12th July
None in August
Tuesdays 2nd & 23rd August
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
10
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KADS News
On a wet weekend in May, Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society (KADS) brought the
tale of Alice in Wonderland to life in a musical, colourful production. Adapted from
Archie Wilson’s script, Alice (played by youngster Gemma Helm) followed the White
Rabbit to Wonderland, where she met well-known characters, along with a very forgetful fairy.
Wonderland was a bright, unusual place, with toadstools and giant flowers adorning the set, ably
transformed between scenes by cast and crew. Musical numbers were inspired by Queen, Wanda
Jackson, and Disney’s Enchanted—plenty of chorus numbers to get the audience tapping their feet.
The show was put together in just under four months of rehearsals, set-building, and making
costumes for the 30-strong cast. Aimed at a younger audience, we chose to have two matinées and
one evening performance, and this seemed to go down well with families as it was very well
supported. We also had a longer interval, serving a Hatter’s Tea with cakes and treats, in keeping
with the Wonderland theme. Our charity raffle raised over £600, which was down to the generosity
of our audiences and cast. Many thanks if you came along and supported us.

Just a few weeks later, the local Women’s Institute invited us to entertain them at their Founders
Day Party. Alan, our musical director, chose some great musical numbers for us to perform.
Everyone was singing along.
In September, we will begin rehearsals for our next production, the annual pantomime! If you are
interested in going on-stage, or helping out with any aspect of KADS, please email
peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com or follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS.
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Sponsored Knit
Thank you very much to all who took part in this year’s Sponsored Knit, and all those who
sponsored the knitters.
The total achieved was £254. It was a fun afternoon.
— Linda Frankum and Barbara Boyne

Kennington Patient Participation Group
Contact the PPG on khcppg@gmail.com
What is this the Kennington Patient Participation Group?
From April 2016, it has been a contractual requirement for all English practices to
form a Patient Participation Group (PPG). The way the PPG works is dependent
on local needs. It can play important roles including:
➢

advising the practice on the patient perspective

➢

organising health promotion events

➢

communicating with the wider patient body

➢

fund raising to improve the services provided by the practice

Who is involved with the PPG?
The PPG is a group of people who either are patients or work in some capacity at Kennington
Health Centre.
What are we currently doing?
— Refurbishing Ned the rocking horse, bringing him up to current standards so that another
generation of children can enjoy him. This has cost most of our reserves, so look out for fund
raising events in the future.
— Working with the practice on initiatives to improve the patient experience in making an
appointment, both face to face and via the telephone.
— Putting on health promotion events and talks. See page 26 for details of the next talk, which is
on dementia.
— Working out what we would like to see at the practice and how we can support both the patients
and the doctors and staff who work there.
If you are a patient then the PPG is your voice and a way to get what you need from your health
centre. We will advertise events via Kennington Chronicle and other village newsletters; the Health
Centre’s website at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk/patient_group.php; Kennington’s
noticeboards; Kennington Connected; Radley Connected; and on the PPG Noticeboard in the
Health Centre—so look for the logo! Contact the PPG on khcppg@gmail.com.
14
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Kennington Link WI
In June it was a great pleasure to have Anne Clilverd with us speaking on Pets as
Therapy. Accompanying Anne was her very calm and loveable whippet named Cesc,
who charmed us all. Anne told how she had moved to Oxford from London five years
ago, looking forward to a peaceful and leisurely retirement. However, she had been given a dog as a
50th birthday present and found it made London a much more friendly place. So, it was a natural
progression when she came to Oxford to get involved in ‘Pets as Therapy’.
This charity is based near Princes Risborough, and over the years Anne has become further
committed, holding the position of Chair Person for the last three years. We were interested to learn
how the dogs are gradually introduced to children with phobias, to hear about local schools they
visit, and the difference these visits can make to children’s educational abilities. Of course,
residents of care homes also appreciate the company of both the dogs and their owners, so Anne’s
quiet retirement has now turned into a busy but happy time.
Our meeting, which this month was held in the Church Hall, had earlier been opened by Rosalie
Whiteley. Correspondence had included an invitation from the Evening Institute to their
forthcoming coffee morning, and a letter from the Federation Chairman encouraging us all to
support the ‘Save the Denman Campaign’.
The Treasurer gave a satisfactory Finance Report, which was nicely reassuring.
The Sales Table was organized by Ann Coulter and Pat Mabbutt. Members had contributed
generously and the wide variety of goods for sale ensured there was something to suit everybody.
A few days after our June meeting members enjoyed a lovely day out at Denman College. The
weather was glorious, enabling us to fully appreciate the beautiful grounds. There was a short talk
on the history of Denman before an appetizing lunch was served. During the afternoon we were
taken on a conducted tour of the college, and the day ended with a sumptuous cream tea. Many
thanks to all who helped organize this marvellous day.
The next meeting will be on 6th July when Hazel Bleay will speak on ‘Memories of Bygone
Oxford Shops’.
ADVANCE NOTICE. Please remember our COFFEE MORNING on
WEDNESDAY 3rd August at 10 am in the METHODIST CHURCH.
Everyone is invited—all are welcome!

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. Please
keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 47).
Connie Grant Robinson
We were sorry to say goodbye Connie Grant Robinson R.I.P. A lovely lady who always had a smile
for everyone and enjoyed our Monday get-togethers. She will be sadly missed.
— Kennington Festival Group members
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Garden Competition
Kennington Parish Council Garden Competition 2016
for the Dr Geoffrey Blackman Cup
Judging will take place on Saturday 16th July
Reminder: You need to enter the Competition by filling out a simple form, which is available
below, or on the Parish Council Notice Board in the Village Hall, or by email or telephone from
any of:
Peter Biggs

01865 730353

peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com

The Clerk

01865 421126

clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk

Sylvia Buckingham

01865 327739

sybuck@hotmail.co.uk

Closing date Sunday 10th July.
As in previous years there are three categories: Front Garden; Basket or Container; and Business
Premises. Entry is allowed in only ONE of the categories.
For more information, contact Peter on 01865 730353 or peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Kennington Parish Council Garden Competition 2016
Entry Form
Category (tick only one)
Garden

Name

Container

Business

....................................................................................................................

Telephone ....................................................................................................................
Address

....................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................
Please return to

The Clerk to the Council, 20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
by Sunday 10th July
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Annual Lifeboat Coffee Morning
Many people have been asking when the Annual Lifeboat Coffee
Morning will take place this year. Due to unforeseen
circumstances we have had to postpone our coffee morning until
September, but it will be good to have something to look forward
to after the summer holidays! Please come and join us for coffee,
chat, cakes and more!
Donations in the form of raffle prizes or home made cakes are always very welcome. If you are
able to donate please email Linda Leslie on linda.leslie78@gmail.com.
Our next event is Saturday 3rd September, 10:30 am–12:30 pm, 13 Edward Road, Kennington.
More details next month.

Kennington Youth Club
Many of you, or your young people, will now have met our youth club leader,
Jamie Hazeldine. Jamie, an experienced leader who is also running Watlington
Youth Club, has been doing a great job running our club this term—he might
even have made you or yours a milkshake! Sadly, Jamie can only stand in for us as leader for the
Summer term and is giving up both clubs in the Autumn to concentrate on teaching. We thank him
for his energy and enthusiasm.
We’ve been hunting hard for a great new leader to lead the club into its next phase, and are in
discussion with a number of promising candidates as this piece is written. So, we are confident that
the club will open in September with a dynamic new leader and an exciting programme of events!
However, a successful club needs more than a leader: we also need adult volunteers to help, and
young people to participate!
Are you going to be in Year 6 or above next year?
Why not come along one Monday before the end of term to get a taste for the club? It’s a great
space where you can meet your friends, make a purchase from the tuck shop, take part in activities,
or play table tennis, pool, and air hockey. Our club is just behind the village centre, opposite the
doctor’s surgery, and runs from 6:30–8:30 pm.
Are you an adult who can help our Village Youth Club?
If you like working with young people, than helping the leader out in club one or two sessions a
month can be truly rewarding. If you are more a behind-the-scenes kind of person, our committee is
always looking for people with an interest in supporting our young people. We’ve been lucky
enough to find a new secretary for the Autumn, and would love to strengthen the committee further
with some fresh faces! It’s not particularly time-consuming but your help can make a huge
difference to our community.
If you would like to have an informal chat about volunteering, either in the club or on the
committee, please contact Roy King, the chair, on 01865 735864 or royfking@gmail.com.
Thank you to everyone in the village who continue to support the youth club. We are proud to offer
this space for our young people and appreciate all your help in helping us to achieve this.
— Claire Gilbert
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Friends of St Swithun’s School
As the school year draws to a close, it’s time to look back on what has been a
fantastically successful and busy year for FOSS. In case anyone reading
doesn’t know, FOSS (Friends of St Swithun’s) is the school’s PTA, made up of
parents who work with the school to help raise valuable additional funds to pay
for things which may otherwise not receive funding. FOSS helps to pay for
projects that enrich school life for all of the children at St Swithun’s, while
organising some great community events, and having a lot of fun in the process!
In the past few years, FOSS has been proud to have provided funds for a number of projects at the
school. We have helped the children to take their learning outdoors by building the the outside
classroom area; got them all cooking in the Food Technology room; provided iPads, books, and a
set of atlases for class use, along with a new set of portable musical instruments. The budding
actors of the school have been helped with staging and lighting for their music and drama activities
and productions, and we have also helped to subsidise school trips, such as the year 5 and 6 trip to
see War Horse at the National Theatre. We support children throughout their school journey: this
year we are providing a welcome gift of a St Swithun’s PE bag to every new reception child
starting school in September, and we have also donated funds to cover gifts and a party for the
Year 6 leavers.
Each year we raise around £8,000–£10,000, and over the last 18 months we have donated £15,000
to pay for new play equipment for the school grounds, chosen by the children and to be installed
over the summer holidays. We raise this money by hosting events for both parents and kids, from
school discos to quizzes, barbecues to book fairs, not to forget our biggest event of the year: the
magnificent May Fair! This year, we are on target to raise in excess of £10,000, and we thank
everyone who has supported us throughout the school year. We couldn’t have done it without you.
Over the summer, we’ll be busy planning a whole new year of events, starting off with our popular
Back to School brunch, where the kids can enjoy a film, while their mums and dads get the chance
to have a coffee, cake, and a chat. In October, we’ll be hosting another fun session at Partyman
World of Play. Watch this space for dates to be confirmed nearer the time! For more information,
and to find out how you can get involved with FOSS, just email friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com.
See you in September!

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will give two concert performances of
RUDDIGORE by Gilbert & Sullivan in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on Friday 1st
& Saturday 2nd July at 7:30 pm. As always, entrance will be FREE, but there will be a collection
in the interval for this year’s KOA Project.
There will be the usual star-studded cast, and it will be an evening of great music, sparkle and fun
for the whole family. Seating is limited to 75 so come in very good time for a seat as the evenings
tend to be packed. A cushion might be useful! We look forward to seeing you. Don’t miss it!
The Choirs will then be on holiday until the first Messiah rehearsal on Friday 16th September.
Let’s hope for a really sunny summer!
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Go for Gold
On 23rd and 25th May, the Lower Juniors from St
Swithun’s School put on a production called ‘Go
for Gold’. The play was about the Olympics. It
was set between the modern day with the Swift
family and the Ancient Greeks and the many
gods. In the modern day, Suzie trained hard for
the Olympic Games, but of course she didn’t
face it alone as her trainer Phil O Sophie helped
her and her family supported her. Hades, god of
the Underworld, tried to ruin the games
altogether but Zeus stepped in and everything
went well in the end.
As well as learning how to act and sing in a
performance, we also learnt that you should
always ‘go for gold’ to make your dreams come
true and be number one. You can be a champion
by being bigger and stronger to achieve your
goals.
Most of us felt nervous at the beginning of our
rehearsals and as we found out how many lines
and songs we had to learn off by heart. Many of
us had to challenge ourselves to be our best and
we worked hard. However, when we finally got
to perform in front of audiences of children and
adults,
we
enjoyed
ourselves and
felt proud. We
knew that the
people
watching
enjoyed
themselves as
they laughed
and
clapped
throughout the show, and applauded loudly at the end! We were also able to raise some money for
Headway with a collection at the end.
— Journalists: Kaila and Bradley
What some of the children in our Reception Class (Tigers and Giraffes key groups) said about the
play:
“I really liked the battle and the talk bit after the battle.” Louis
“I liked Going for Gold and when my sister was singing.” Bethany
“I liked it when they used the microphones because you could hear them.” Isla
“I liked Hades shouting.” Gabriel
“I liked it when the boy got the lightning, that was my favourite.” Ryley
“It was so good because the man shouted and all the other people shouted.” Nelson
“I liked the Milo song because my sister was Milo.” Bea
“I liked it when they were dressed up funny.” Cerys
25

Kennington PPG: Dementia
Contact the PPG on khcppg@gmail.com
Kennington Patient Participation Group will host a talk on
Understanding and Coping with Dementia
presented by Dr Mary Akinola, who will be joined by a guest speaker.
Kennington Village Centre, Wednesday 6th July, 7:30 pm
You do not have to book—just turn up. It’s free!
Useful website: www.alzheimers.org.uk

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Why is it important to feed bird in summer?
The breeding season is now in full swing for birds, with adult birds feeding their young constantly
and at a veracious rate. Maybe time how frequently the adults return to the next within any fiveminute period. You may be surprised at how many visits are needed and how much energy the adult
birds expend especially if the weather it not great.
There is plenty of food around naturally in summer so we don’t need to feed as much. It’s more
about supplementary feeding. Various seeds and even cereals broken up to prevent young birds
from choking is important. Food containing calcium for healthy bone development, and something
high in vitamins A, B and E help healthy bill and feather formation. High-energy fat nuggets are
good; they contain a variety of tiny seeds, perfect for young without the risk of choking. Nuggets
also contain mealworms, a high protein source.
Many garden birds family favour feeding close to the ground, so a slightly elevated ground-feeding
tray attracts a range of garden birds. Place mealworms on the tray and you may be lucky enough to
attract Green Woodpeckers, which will also be digging around in ants’ nests in lawns trying to find
ants to eat.
Summer is a good season to have a suitable bird food in numerous forms for numerous species, and
you could attract large numbers of birds to enjoy. A myth that abounds is that feeding birds during
the summer will make the birds dependent or lazy. Studies have shown that wild birds typically
receive no more than 25 percent of their daily food from feeders, and for many garden species the
total is even lower.
What is important is to feed your birds good nutritious food that sustains and fortifies them. Not
just bread, which bloats them with very little benefit. Feeding with just bread could mean our birds
have full bellies but have low energy, meaning they are less able to collect enough food to feed
their growing young, which could end up dying through lack of food.
So by all means feed the birds in summer, but do so wisely.
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Kennington Playgroup
Old School Buildings, Charity registration № 1017297
Places available for September
Open to children from 2 years old to school age, Kennington playgroup offers a friendly, caring and
stimulating play environment for your child within our local community.
We’re currently booking places for September 2016. Contact us now to reserve your preferred
sessions.
➢

Highly qualified staff

➢

Rated Good with Outstanding by OFSTED

➢

Flexible sessions: 9 am to 3 pm Monday–Thursday, and 9 am to 12:30 pm Friday

➢

15 hours per week Government funding available for eligible 2 year olds as well as children
3 years and above

➢

Workplace and Childcare vouchers accepted

Committee members required
The Playgroup is a charity and operates with paid staff overseen by a volunteer committee. The
committee is currently looking to fill two roles: chair and secretary.
For the Playgroup to continue to operate we must fill these, otherwise Playgroup will close. Please
contact us to discuss how you can support the Playgroup.
Call 01865 326606, email kenningtonplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk or drop in.

Kennington History Society
I was unable to attend the last meeting of the Kennington History Society when Tony Rogerson
gave a talk on the “Oxford Dambusters”, but I am told it was well received.
At the time of writing we are expecting a talk from Liz Woolley on “Oxford Leisure Events in
Victorian and Edwardian Times”. Liz has given talks to the Society before and has always been
good value.
We do not meet again until 19th September, when Martin Buckland will give a talk on the “Wilts
and Berks Canal: Past, Present and Future”.
We also have our annual trip, which this year is to Bath on 22 nd September. There are still
vacancies, details of which are available from David Jones the Treasurer.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com
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1st Kennington Guides
Our term ended with games in
the woods and a camp fire with Long Hanborough
Brownies.
Over the Bank Holiday weekend, we joined with
Guides from across Abingdon for our Division
camp. Activities included: building a bridge with
pioneering poles; backwoods cooking; an assault
course; a walk to the nearby village; glow in the
bowling; and much more. Thank you everyone who
helped to make the event such a success.
One of our Guides was lucky enough to attend the
Science Taster Day run by the University of Oxford.
Fifty Guides from across the County joined together
to learn about opportunities in science. They tried
computer programming, simulated epidemiological
models, tested the properties of goo, and solved
maths problems.
Summer term started with building wormeries, and
blindfold challenges requiring co-operation to safely
carry
water
containers around
a
variety
of
obstacles.
We also celebrated
the Queen’s 90th
birthday with a
miniature
street
party
with
Kennington
Rainbows and Trefoil Guild.
Two of our Guides were awarded their final badge to complete the
Four Seasons Challenge. For this, they camped in all four seasons:
at Oxfordshire’s County Quest camp in summer, am Autumn unit
sleepover, a very muddy Winter camp with Long Hanborough
Guides, and Abingdon Division camp in Spring. Congratulations!
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun,
please contact Jo, phone 07940 537992 or email
kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including
opportunities for girls outside of our age range, can be found on
our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Kennington History Society annual coach outing
We are now taking bookings for our annual outing which this year is to the historical and beautiful
CITY of BATH.
Thursday 22nd September
£11 for members, £13 for non-members.
This is an opportunity for a great day out to enjoy as you wish.
Non-members of the Society are most welcome to join us.
We will leave Kennington (bus stops) at 9 am and depart Bath at 5 pm.
To book your place on the coach, please contact David Jones on
01865 730377 or djrjones33@gmail.com.

Kennington Scouts Executive Team

See page 9 for details.
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Community First Responders—Kennington
Do you want to make a difference and give something back to the people in your local community
when they need you the most? You could make a difference by providing emergency lifesaving to
a member of your community while waiting for an emergency ambulance to arrive.
Community First Responders are volunteers who are trained and equipped by the ambulance
service to attend to certain types of medical emergencies in their local communities while the
ambulance is on its way. There is good evidence to suggest that when people are trained to help
someone in this way, more lives are saved, and because the volunteers operate in their
neighbourhoods there is every possibility they will arrive before the ambulance, with those vital
seconds and minutes making all the difference.
Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA) is the UK’s single biggest killer. Every year, on average 150,000
people suffer a SCA. Every minute that passes after someone has suffered SCA the chance of a
successful resuscitation reduces by about 14%. The UK national average chance of survival is 4%.
In areas where there is an active Community First Responder scheme, this increases to 20 to 25%.
When the ambulance service receives an emergency call in an area where there is a volunteer
available for a relevant emergency, the responder receives a message on their mobile phone alerting
them to this incident. They make their way to the incident following communication from the
control room. This means that help is on the way within seconds of a call being made. Responders
can arrive at the incident while the person is still making the 999 call!
All you need to join is to be over 18, have a full driving licence and pass an enhanced criminal
records check (DBS), and be willing and able to give up some free time to help your community.
To find out more about this literally lifesaving and rewarding project, please visit our web page at
http://j.mp/scas-cfr.

Kennington Good Neighbours
We are a Team of Volunteers who offer help to all, especially the elderly.
Where there is a genuine need we can transport those without to local Hospitals, Health Centre,
Dentist, etc.
We also visit the lonely or housebound on a social basis.
But…
WE ARE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS, DRIVERS AND VISITORS.
Would YOU be able to help on occasion?
Please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com for more information
and an informal meeting.
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
Bookstart Bear greatly enjoyed his birthday, and thanks everyone who came to
Rhyme Time and Story Time to help him celebrate!
The next two Rhyme Times will be Monday 11th July and Monday 8th August at
2 pm. There will be a very special one in August to celebrate the Summer Reading
Challenge; details below.
Are you ready for a marvellous, splendiferous
and mischievous reading challenge
at the library this summer?
From 16th July to 17th September, children across
Oxfordshire can celebrate 100 years of the
world’s greatest storyteller Roald Dahl with The
Big Friendly Read, Summer Reading Challenge
2016. Children will be encouraged to read at least
six library books of their choice over the summer
holidays.
There will be six stupendous Quentin Blake
illustrated cards to collect—some are even
smelly! Complete the challenge and they’ll get
their own medal and certificate.
Join up at the library. It’s fun! It’s free! It’s local!
(Pssst… there is also a reading challenge for adults, A Midsummer Night’s Read.)
FREE Children’s Activities!
These will take the form of Story and Craft sessions based on Roald Dahl’s stories. Children should
be accompanied by an adult. Please book your places at the library. The dates are:
July

Fridays 22nd and 29th, 2:30–3:30 pm

August

Wednesdays 3rd, 17th, 24th and 31st, 10:30–11:30 am
Also a special Rhyme Time on Monday 8th, 2–2:30 pm

On Monday 19th September from 3:15 to 4:30, we shall celebrate everyone’s success with a
party at which Mrs Atkinson, Headteacher of St Swithun’s, will present the medals and certificates.
Radley News. We shall in future have a copy of Radley News available for you to read in the
library along with the Chronicle (which is available in large format).
Kennington Library, The Village Centre, Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5PG
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Pamela Allen
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Women’s Institute
What a wonderful meeting our 91 st Founder’s Day Party developed into! We were
pleased to have as our special guests Mrs Jean Mundy and Miss Rosalie Whiteley,
who are Officers of Kennington Link WI. The finger buffet was organised by
members of our Committee and prettily displayed on a long trestle table. The desserts, which
included fresh fruit salad, strawberry flans, roulades and pavlovas, were a sight to behold.
Everybody enjoyed the food, the laughter and the company of friends.
Some members of KADS, who had kindly agreed to entertain us, put on a marvellous show. They
offered solo performances of a ‘Fairy who was Forty,’ ‘Burlington Bertie’ and others, as well as
group singing of some of the old and familiar songs. We all joined in the singing and the merriment
and we are very grateful they gave their time to be with us.
Tony Pritchard is coming along to give a talk at our next meeting, entitled “The Dad’s Army
Appreciation Society”. We are sure it will be very interesting.
Why not come along and join us—Wednesday 13th at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre.

Kennington Festival Group
Who are we and what do we do?
We are a group of friendly ladies and gentlemen who go to fortnightly meetings on Monday
afternoon to meet others for a social get-together at the Village Centre from 2 to 4 pm.
We get the opportunity to chat to others, play a round of Bingo or Scrabble, and enjoy a Cup of Tea
and Cake. We also have a small raffle.
During the year we have four lunches, and special teas on special occasions. During June we
celebrated the Queen’s Birthday and had a Strawberry Tea in aid of Breast Cancer Care. In August
we shall have a Garden Party and hopefully a Minibus outing later in the year.
Next meetings are on Mondays 2–4 pm
➢

4th and 18th July

➢

1st August, which is the Garden Party

➢

15th August, which includes a Lunch, 12:30–4 pm

➢

29th August—and yes, we do meet on bank holidays

Transport can be provided by our team of volunteers if needed.
Please feel free to come along or ring me.
— Margaret, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Wednesday 27th July: Coach Outing to the New Forest Show.
JUST A HANDFUL OF SEATS LEFT.
The New Forest Show, set near Brockenhurst in the New Forest, is a country show with a wide
array of country interests including a flower show. It is an extremely popular event. Bookings can
be made with the treasurer on 730961. The cost, including coach and admission is £27.
The coach will depart from the Best One bus stop Kennington Road at 7L30 am calling at bus stops
through the village towards Radley and Abingdon.
There is no August Chronicle, so, looking ahead…
Wednesday 7th September: Coach outing to RHS Wisley and flower show.
Wisley is always a popular destination and this year has the added bonus of our visit coinciding
with Wisley Flower Show. Those who went last year will remember the vast array of colour—and
it’s free! Yes, free entry with our affiliation to the RHS. You only pay for the coach, which is £10.
This is a member’s-only trip and bookings can be made with the treasurer on 730961. Payment is
due by 1st August. The Coach will depart from the Manor Grove at 7:45 am calling at bus stops
through the village
Still looking ahead…
Saturday 10th September, Annual Show in Village Centre, commencing 2:15 pm. Further
details in the September Chronicle.

Short Health Walks in Kennington
Every First and Third Tuesday at 2 pm
5th and 19th July
2nd and 16th August
6th and 20th September
Meet at the Playing Field, Playfield Road, Kennington.
Free Parking is available in the playing field car park.
These short strolls are for people with long-term health or mobility problems. Stroll around the
playing field in a small group or in pairs at your own pace. As the walk is simply laps around the
playing field, you can do as many or as few laps as you like. Just turn up with comfortable sturdy
shoes, and dress for the weather. Enjoy tea and a chat afterwards in the Pavilion.
For further information, please contact me or visit www.walkingforhealth.org.uk.
— Rosemary Aldgate, 01865 735419, rosemary@gardneraldgate.demon.co.uk

41

KOA
www.koa.org.uk
The KOA summer activities continue with their usual enthusiasm.
June saw the annual Wine and Cheese Evening take place in a wonderfully relaxed atmosphere
and well attended. Many thanks to Eckhard and Brenda Groth, who hosted the evening.

The popular annual Bagley Wood Fun Run and Walk took place with an amazing number of
people participating despite of the weather. KOA thanks all those who participated and
everyone who worked so hard, in the rain, so that the Fun Run could take place.
Please join us for the following July activities.
Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd July: Kennington District & United Church
Choirs present Ruddigore by Gilbert & Sullivan in the Methodist Church Hall at
7:30 pm. Entrance is Free. Coin and Note Collection for KOA Projects 2016. A fun
evening for all the family. The most enjoyable singing anywhere!
Monday 1st to Saturday 20th August: The KOA Shop at the St Swithun’s Church
Hall. This is a Kennington institution! Would you like to help in the shop? It is
good fun and you have plenty of opportunity to meet people and spot bargains.
There are some unfilled slots on the rota, so if you would like to know more please
contact Marilyn Farr on 01865 326519 or marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk.
DONATIONS direct to the Shop only from noon to 2 pm Sunday 31st July or
when the shop is open. Thank you.
KOA Shop Opening hours:
Monday–Friday 10:30 am–12:30 pm & 2–4:30 pm
Thursday
Extra opening 6–8 pm
Saturday
10:30 am–12:30 pm
Chair: Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, sylviavetta@gmail.com
Publicity Secretary: Laila Khan, 07880 972664, lismailkhan@yahoo.com
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Kennington Baby & Toddler Group
Kennington Baby and Toddler Group makes it easy to get out and about with the little ones by
providing a safe space, lovely toys for babies and toddlers, snack time, singing, craft activities, and
a chance to chat with other mums, dads and carers.
In recent weeks we have enjoyed making crowns and Father’s Day cards, crafts kindly provided by
volunteer Mary Dennett. We also held our Annual General Meeting to recruit some new committee
members for next year. As a parent-led group we rely on parents to keep the group up and running,
by helping with all aspects of running the group, such as setting up, washing dishes, preparing
snacks, etc.
Toddler Group is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30–11:30 am during term-time in Kennington
Village Hall. In addition, we are opening for some special sessions in the summer holidays. Dates
are Tuesdays 26th July, and 9th and 23rd August, welcoming ages 0–8 accompanied by parents or
carers.
Also coming up is our sports day themed fund-raiser on the morning of Friday 15th July (times to be
confirmed), at the Playing Field on Play Field Road, open to all 0–5s. All welcome to grab an egg
and spoon and join in! Check out our Facebook page for info; search for Kennington Oxford
Toddler Group.

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
In school, we enjoy celebrating local, national and international events, weaving them
into our curriculum so that they are relevant and meaningful to the children. Often they
are great fun too, as was the case with a recent occasion.
As part of the weekend in mid-June to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday, we held a garden party in
Her Majesty’s honour. It was also the 95 th birthday of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, so we wished
both the Queen and Prince Philip many happy returns. All our children, staff and invited guests
wore their best clothes; the children (and some of the staff) had also made and designed hats with a
royal theme. There were prizes for the best, and the designs were impressively creative. Deciding
on two winners from each class gave our judges a challenging task.
In our school kitchen, Mrs Collins and Mrs Harris made over 400 scones and 400 slices of Victoria
sponge. We all enjoyed a very British tea and, as a special treat, we had lemonade. This meant that
our school councillors could propose a toast to The Queen and we sang two verses of the National
Anthem. Definitely a school event to remember!
Also on another topical subject—the forthcoming Olympic games—the recent successful
production of a musical play by all our 8- and 9-year-old children in the lower juniors was called
‘Go for Gold’. Our journalists this month are from Cedar Class (page 25).
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 pm on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 pm on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager
queries or problems with delivery.

for

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Apple Café
Badminton
Kennington Walkers

Regular events
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 pm
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 am
July

Fri
Sat
Mon

1
7:30 pm
2
4 2–4 pm
2:15 pm
Wed 6
7:30 pm
Sat
9
10:30 am
Sun 10
Sun 10 10:30 am
10 am
Tue 12
8 pm
Wed 13 7:15 pm
Thu 14 7:30 pm
Sat 16 10 am–12 noon
Mon 18 2–4 pm
Wed 20 10:30 am
Sat 27 July–Sat 20 August
Until Sat 20
Mon 1 2–4 pm
Tue
2 8 pm
Wed 3 2:15 pm
Tue
9 10 am
Mon 15 12:30–4 pm
Wed 17 10:30 am
Tue 23 8 pm
Mon 29 2–4 pm
Wed
Thu

7 2:15 pm
8 7:30 pm
10 am
Tue 13
8 pm
Wed 14 7:15 pm
Mon 19 7:45 pm
Sat 24 6:30 for 7 pm

Ruddigore by Gilbert & Sullivan

Methodist Church

Festival Group
Kennington Link WI
PPG: Coping and Help with Dementia (free talk)

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre

Kennington Athletics Football Club, age groups 7–10

Forest Side

Action for Children Sunday
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Women’s Institute
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Cancer Fund Summer Fair
Festival Group
Short Service
KOA Shop opens: See page 42 for opening hours

Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Edith Court Lounge
St Swithun’s Church Hall

August
KOA Shop: See page 42 for opening hours
Festival Group Garden Party
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Festival Group with Lunch
Short Service
Parish Council Planning
Festival Group

St Swithun’s Church Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
Village Centre

September
Kennington Link WI: Curiosities in Cotswold
Parish Council Meeting
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI
Kennington History Society
KOA Closing Concert

Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
Join us again in September!

Index of Contents: page 3.
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