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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
August… school holidays… sunshine… rain… KOA shop… and Olympics! In the church we gear
up to Holiday clubs, and Sunday morning thoughts turn to a number of interesting women. They
range from a prostitute to a widow, and women abused in different ways. All food for thought in
society today when all too often the news headlines seem to rotate through stories of human pain,
injustice and tragedy.
These women all feature in Jesus’s family tree (Matthew 1). Although their stories are not good,
each is commended for her faith, generosity and trust in very difficult situations. (Tamar, Rahab,
Ruth and Bathsheba!)
For us, staying positive, optimistic and trusting God in all of the different situations that face us day
by day or month by month can be an enormous challenge, sometimes stretching our faith
considerably.
Yesterday I was clearing out a drawer and there at the bottom was a little card with a comment
attributed to Mother Teresa of Calcutta:
People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centred:
Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives:
Be kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies:
Succeed anyway.
If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you:
Be honest and frank anyway.
What you spend years building, someone may destroy overnight:
Build anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous:
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow:
Do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough:
Give the world the best you’ve got anyway.
You see, in the final analysis, it is all between you and God:
It was never between you and them anyway.
The Bible says:
Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and do not rely on your own insight.
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In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make straight your paths.
Let us keep going, thankfully, trusting God whose love never ends or fails us…
“All will be well and all will be well and every kind of thing shall be well.” (Julian of Norwich)
As most of you will be aware, I am planning to retire in mid-October and this will leave a vacancy
for a Vicar in our Churches. The appointment process can take a while but the Church Wardens
and PCCs will move it along as quickly as possible.
Until a new Vicar arrives, Glynis, Alison, Tony and a number of others will make sure that
everything is covered. At the beginning of October we will put a list of whom to contact about what
on the website and in the Church porches. The main contact number will be 01235 554739. Any
calls to that number will be passed on to the best person to deal with it! More next month.
— Pam McKellen
Services in September
Sun 4

th

9:30 am

Parish Communion

Sun 11th 9:30 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Compline

Sun 18th 9:30 am
9:30 am

Messy Church
Morning Prayer in Church Hall

Sun 25th 9:30 am

Parish Communion (Pam’s last
service at St Swithun’s)
Compline

6:30 pm

Every Thursday there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Pam McKellen will retire from the benefice of Kennington, Radley and Sunningwell on Sunday
9th October. We will celebrate her ministry here in Kennington with a lunch on Sunday 16 th October
after Messy Church. Everybody is welcome to come and join us.
CTK Christians Together in Kennington: There will be a Harvest Service at Mon Choisy and
Kirlena on Sunday 25th September in the afternoon. If you would like more information, contact
Margaret Smith on 01865 730069.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church. This month Messy Church will
be on the 18th. You don’t have to be a child to enjoy it. It is church with craft activities that
help people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages use
hands-on activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as
doing things together we eat breakfast, have a chat and have a short time of worship. It
starts at 9:30 am and usually finishes by 11. If you want to know more, come along and sample it!
You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service. Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources to help with prayer in the Prayer Corner. You are also welcome to come in
and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER
4th

10:30 am We welcome Doctor Simon Blainey, from Botley, to lead our Morning Worship.

11th 10:30 am The Rev Bob Whorton, Chaplain of Sir Michael Sobell House, will lead our
monthly celebration of Holy Communion.
18th 10:30 am Morning Worship will be led by Hannah Stammers, from Berinsfield.
25th 10:30 am Our Harvest Thanksgiving Service will be led by our own Minister, the Rev
Rosemary Davies. There is a special welcome to everyone today to come and
share in this special service.
Monday 5th MN8. The monthly Bible Study at 8 pm at the Church. This is a time of lively,
informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of contemporary issues
and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
The “Christians Together in Kennington” Home Fellowship Group will meet again after the
summer break on Tuesday 20th at 2:30 pm at 69 Upper Road. All details from Dilys Cale on
01865 739774.
Wednesday 21st at 10:30 am. Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge. Do come and join the
residents for 30 minutes of informal worship. All are welcome.
COFFEE MORNING Tuesday 13th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new!
The August Coffee Morning raised £106.15. Our October Coffee Morning will be held on
Tuesday 11th October.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH.
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Parish Priest:

Father Daniel Lloyd
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: dlloyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish
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Saturday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)

Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

9:15 am

Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

11:15 am

Monday

6:30 pm

Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
The Good Shepherd, Kennington

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Citizens Advice Bureau: Universal Credit
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)
Difficulties with Universal Credit?
As the summer social and festival season begins, advisers at Citizens Advice are suspending their
celebrations in their concern over an altogether more mundane and practical issue: the difficulties
encountered by local people who innocently applied for the new all-inclusive Universal Credit and
then tumbled into a maze of delays and obstacles.
The first of these obstacles has been a long wait for the first UC payment. Some claimants who
formerly received benefit payments separately fell behind with all their bills, including
vital running costs like rent and energy. A delay of six weeks before the first UC payment arrives is
not unusual, and in some cases Citizens Advice has had to issue food vouchers to tide clients over
the lean period.
Citizens Advice has also commented that there is a conspicuous risk in including housing benefit in
UC, as falling behind with rent payments puts people’s homes in danger.
“Universal Credit takes no account of people’s actual circumstances,” one Citizens Advice adviser
said. “It’s a good idea that has been poorly organized. In order to be effective and humane, the first
payment should be phased in earlier so that clients have enough money to live on during the
transition period, and from then onwards it needs to be paid at more frequent intervals.”
Citizens Advice nationally has found that many of those applying for UC do not have the means of
coping with computerised applications and that they struggle to fill out online forms, or even lack
access to basic banking facilities.
If you are having difficulties claiming Universal Credit, or you know of someone who is, call
Adviceline on 03444 111 444, or drop in to your local Citizens Advice. Contact details, addresses
and opening hours are on www.caox.org.uk.

Short Health Walks in Kennington
Tuesdays 6th and 20th.
Meet at the Playing Field, Playfield Road, Kennington.
Free Parking is available in the playing field car park.
These short strolls are for people with long-term health or mobility problems. Stroll around the
playing field in a small group or in pairs at your own pace. As the walk is simply laps around the
playing field, you can do as many or as few laps as you like.
Just turn up with comfortable sturdy shoes, and dress for the weather. Enjoy tea and a chat
afterwards in the Pavilion.
For further information, please contact me or visit www.walkingforhealth.org.uk.
— Rosemary Aldgate, 01865 735419, rosemary@gardneraldgate.demon.co.uk
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Kennington 4 Fairtrade
www.fairtrade.org.uk
The Football season begins!
BALA SPORT: High quality Fairtrade certified sports balls from Pakistan.
Bala Sport’s Fairtrade Story
We all like to play fair—right? Well sometimes big brands don’t let us. To bring us the cheapest
balls they might skimp on how much they pay the factory, and it’s more often than not that workers
and hand stitchers are the ones that lose out.
Bala Sport was formed to level the playing field between sports consumers and the makers of the
balls through a fair price and fair working conditions, and still offer the best quality equipment for
enhanced performance.
When a high quality Fairtrade certified sports ball is sold in the UK, it guarantees that the men and
women who made these hand stitched products are paid a fair wage and benefit from fair working
conditions and the additional Fairtrade Premium.
Contact Robin Mason on 01865 321044 for further local information.

1st Kennington Guides
We were thankful for the good weather for our summer term programme. We
played rounders and wide games, tackled obstacle courses and practised camp
fire skits. A team entered Oxygen, our annual County competition where the
Guides had to complete a variety of challenges including cooking over wood
fires and building shelters.
We also took part in the Lonely Bouquet project. The
Abingdon Flower Club shared their expertise with the
Guides to create arrangements that we left around the
village. Thank you to everyone who got in touch to say
that one of our bouquets brightened their day!
After a break for the summer holidays, we are looking
forward to our new term and to seeing what adventures
are awaiting us.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join
in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992 or
kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information,
including opportunities for girls outside of our age
range,
can
be
found
on
our
website
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Kennington Cancer Fund
Many thanks to all who supported and helped at our Summer Event. £1,010 was raised for the fund.
On Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th, we shall be selling coffee, tea, Sandwiches and Cakes at
County Hall for the Oxford Open Door Event. Do come in for a free comfort break and stay a while
to sample our wide selection of baking. I doubt you will find homemade cakes for £1.50 a slice
anywhere else around Oxford.
Our next Shoe Sale will be Saturday 8th October, 10 am–12 noon in the Village Hall.
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Have you enjoyed reading this Chronicle?
Could you help deliver the Kennington Chronicle to homes in your area of the village?
A typical round takes approximately 20 minutes to complete, at the end of each month,
at a time convenient to you.
If you can help support this wonderful volunteer-led magazine, please contact me.
— John Maine, 01865 736841, distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Request for assistance
Kennington Thames Rainbows are so popular that we are bursting at the seams
and need more adult help. We meet on Mondays in Kennington Methodist Church
Hall 4:30–5:30 pm in term-time.
While regular help would be much appreciated, if you could only offer occasional weeks we would
like to hear from you.
Previous Guiding experience is not essential. Rainbows are the youngest section of Girlguiding and
are aged 5–7 years old.
— Pauline Robinson and Liz Gaskell, lizgaskell@zen.co.uk

Put your voluntary activity on the map
A new initiative, Locl Oxfordshire, is mapping online Oxfordshire’s small
voluntary groups: what they’re doing, where, and how much of it. The goal of the
project is to demonstrate the value of local voluntary groups operating in
Oxfordshire and to provide a platform for joined-up working.
Over 150 voluntary organisations have signed up to date, and their collective
impact is impressive. Nearly 100,000 beneficiaries have been helped through the efforts of more
than 6,000 volunteers, with over ½ million hours of support every year. This is very much a case of
‘great things are done by a series of small things being brought together.’
Locl Oxfordshire also helps voluntary sector groups to connect and exchange information. Groups
are using the site to organise shared training days and to ask each other about issues as diverse as
finding trustees and renting office space.
If you are involved in a local voluntary organisation, do consider adding your group’s details. The
more participants, the more powerful this resource will be.
To find out more or to sign up, visit www.locl.org/oxfordshire, or contact Toby Staveley, Founder
of Locl, on toby@locl.org or 07733 058588.

British Legion Poppy Collection 2016
This year’s poppy collection will take place from 29th October to 12th November inclusive.
If you were a poppy seller in 2015 and are happy to collect again this year, you need do nothing and
your poppy collection box and poppies will be delivered to you in time to start the collection.
If you are not available this year, it would be helpful if you could advise Alison Peedell on Oxford
730961 or by email to alisonpeedell@hotmail.co.uk. Alison is helping the collection co-ordinator
Barbara Boyne.
If you have not collected in the past and wish to do so, please register your interest with Alison.
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Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
Unfortunately, I have changed roles at the end of August, so sadly I will no
longer be working as the local PCSO for the Kennington, Radley and South Hinksey.
It has been a great pleasure getting to know many local residents over the past two and a half years,
and am thankful for all the help and support that members of the community have provided me
during this time.
Your new PCSO will be Jamie Moya-Flood, whom I have worked closely with for the past six
months. Jamie is an enthusiastic and knowledgeable member of the team and over the last few
weeks I have been introducing him to the local area, so he is aware of the local priorities and
current issues. If you have any queries or concerns in your area, please contact him at Jamie.moyaflood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.
I also welcome our new Neighbourhood Inspector Mags Turner to the area, who joined our team a
few months ago and will be leading the Abingdon Neighbourhood policing team.
PCSO Claire Chavagnon C8491
claire.chavagnon@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington, Radley & South Hinksey)
07800 702654
Police non-emergency: Dial 101 or visit www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Emergency: Dial 999

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Wednesday 7th: Coach outing to RHS Wisley and flower show
Wisley is always a popular destination, and this year has the added bonus of our visit coinciding
with Wisley Flower Show. Those who went last year will remember the vast array of colour, and
it’s all free. Yes, free with our affiliation to the RHS. You pay only for the coach, which is £10.
This is a member’s-only trip and bookings can be made with the treasurer on 730961. Payment is
due as soon as possible to reserve a place.
The Coach will depart from the Manor Grove at 7:45 am calling at bus stops through the village—
just a few seats remaining!
Kennington Horticultural Society
Annual Show of Flowers Fruit & Vegetables
Saturday 10th, Village Centre. Doors open at 2:15 pm
Also handicraft, cookery, photography and children’s classes
Admission 50p, children under 16 free.
Those wishing to exhibit—we hope there are many—should submit their exhibit schedule to Alison
Peedell at 206 Upper Road by the Wednesday before the show.
Wednesday 26th October, 7:30 pm, Village centre
The first of our autumn talks starts with a presentation by Geoff Hawkins entitled, “All year round
colour.” Members £2, non-members £3. Refreshments complimentary.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs’ two performances of Ruddigore by Gilbert &
Sullivan were a fantastic success. The Church was absolutely full for both evenings, and I’m told
that the performances were the best we have ever done. The total raised on the two evenings was
absolutely fantastic. It amounted to £16,800 for Kennington Overseas Aid. This was achieved by an
anonymous gift of £12,000, plus Gift Aid. There was over £1,500 in cash on the plates.
To everyone who helped in any way whatsoever, most grateful thanks from us all. Special thanks
go to John Marson who looked after the front of house, and to those who worked so hard in the
kitchen.
The Choirs will meet again for the first Messiah rehearsal of the autumn session on Friday 16th at
7:45 pm in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road. We invite anyone who enjoys singing to
come along and join us. There are no auditions and no subscriptions. If you have a copy of Messiah
it would be helpful if you brought it along with you, but spare copies will be available. The concert
is on Sunday 2nd October at 2:30 pm in the Holywell Music Room in Oxford. Rehearsals take
place every Friday evening. You would be most welcome.
— Trevor Cowlett

Kennington Link WI
The July meeting was opened by our joint president, Sheila Prior. One new member
and one visitor were welcomed together with the regular members. It was pleasing
to hear good news of our Secretary’s recovery after her stay in hospital.
Business matters. A comprehensive report on the national AGM had been received.
Items regarding this year’s Resolutions in WI Life were drawn to our attention. Two
members responded to an invitation to attend a meeting at Sunningwell and Bayworth
WI later this month. Photographs of the recent Denman visit were on display, and Ann Coulter was
thanked for arranging the trip. The Treasurer then gave a favourable Financial Report.
Our speaker, Hazel Bleay, took us back on a sentimental journey as she talked about Bygone
Oxford Shops. She recalled Webbers, Elliston & Cavells, Badcocks, Grimley Hughes, Fullers,
Twinings, and of course everybody’s favourite, Capes. Gills in the High Street used to display
lawnmowers on the pavement outside their shop before they moved down the passageway, and we
relived the time when customers could listen to vinyl records in Taphouses or Russell Acott’s music
shops. Hazel also brought to mind the special aroma of ground coffee emanating from underground
grating at The Cadena. She remembered with pleasure the popular dances held at Carfax Assembly
Rooms, but regretted the demolition of Coopers with its beautiful architecture. Having worked in
Oxford all her life, and with a long-time ambition to write a book, she decided to write about the
old Oxford Shops. By the time the book was published she was almost 80—but what a marvellous
achievement!
The August Coffee Morning was a cheerful social occasion and we thank all friends and visitors
who came along to support us. The sales table and raffle attracted good custom. We particularly
thank last month’s speaker, who donated a copy of her book as a one of the many raffle prizes.
Our next meeting will be on 7 th September. The speaker will be Alan Copeland and the title of his
talk is “Curiosities in the Cotswolds”. Visitors will be warmly welcomed.
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Kennington History Society
At the time of writing we are looking forward to a talk on Monday 19 th on “The Wilts and Berks
Canal: Past, Present and Future” by Martin Buckland. This promises to be very interesting.
On Monday 17th October there will be a talk on the Water Gipsy who became a Viscountess by Julie
Ann Godson.
Both talks start at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church Hall, off Upper Road. There is a small charge
for non-members. All are welcome.
There are still some vacancies for the Bath trip on Thursday 22 nd. Offers of interest to David Jones,
the Treasurer. The cost to non-members is £13.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Annual Lifeboat Coffee Morning
Join us for our Annual Lifeboat Coffee Morning
Saturday 24th, 10:30 am–12:30 pm
13 Edward Road, Kennington
Home made cakes
Raffle
Sales and bric-à-brac
Support our Lifeboats!

Kennington Good Neighbours
We are a Team of Volunteers who offer help to all, especially the elderly.
Where there is a genuine need we can transport those without to local Hospitals, Health Centre,
Dentist, etc.
We visit the lonely or housebound on a social basis.
WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS, DRIVERS AND VISITORS.
I have two people who would like to have a visitor occasionally to have a chat.
If you are interested please ring or email me for more information and an informal meeting.
— Margaret, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Kennington Festival Group
Who are we and what do we do?
We are a group of friendly ladies and gentlemen who go to fortnightly meetings on
Monday afternoons to meet others for a social get-together at the Village Centre from 2 pm to 4 pm.
We get the opportunity to chat to others, play a round of Bingo or Scrabble, and enjoy a Cup of Tea
and Cake. We also have a small raffle.
Following our Strawberry Tea, when we raised £79 for Cancer Care , and our Garden Party, which
had to be held indoors because of the weather, we are looking forward to Lunch on 15th August.
Please come and join us. Four new members have joined over the last month.
Transport can be provided by our team of volunteers if needed.
Next meetings are on Mondays 12th and 26th, 2–4 pm.
Monday 10th October is a lunch meeting followed by our afternoon meeting.
Please ring or email me for more information.
Kennington Festival Group members were sorry to say goodbye Connie Grant Robinson, RIP. A
lovely lady who always had a smile for everyone and enjoyed our Monday get-togethers. She will
be sadly missed.
— Margaret, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

KOA
www.koa.org.uk
We thank everyone involved in that annual village institution, the KOA Pop-Up Shop,
for all their support in ensuring it is yet again a success. At the time of writing, with still
a week to run, we expect a good final result as in previous years.
Thanks to all the volunteers who helped run it and to everyone who donated or bought goods.
Special thanks to Marilyn Farr and Gillian Cox, who organised the shop with their usual efficiency,
which comes from hard work behind the scenes.
The final event of the KOA year is a musical evening
LIFE IS A CABARET
Saturday 23rd, 6:30 pm, Village Centre
Organised by Steve Mellin and Nia Williams. They will round up their friends from Oxford
Operatic, and other singers from the world of semi-professional musicals. We know from past
experience that they will be delightfully entertaining. In addition there will be a few comic
interludes performed by our own Robin Mason. Doors open at 6:30 pm, and the entertainment will
begin at 7 pm. At 8 pm, it will be followed by a bring-and-share supper. (Salads and anything that
goes with them will be much appreciated.) Free non-alcoholic punch included. (Wine available for
a donation.)
Tickets £10 (with a supper donation per family if possible please). Children over 8 years are
welcome: Family ticket £20.
Tickets available from Halcyon Leonard 01865 452783 or halcyon.leonard@ntlworld.com, or from
Sylvia Vetta 07809 054969.
Chair: Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, sylviavetta@gmail.com
Publicity Secretary: Laila Khan, 07880 972664, lismailkhan@yahoo.com
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Kennington Baby & Toddler Group
Kennington Baby & Toddler Group makes it easy to get out and about with little ones by providing
a safe space, lovely toys for Babies and Toddlers, with snack time, singing and craft activities. It
also gives you a chance to chat with other Mums, Dads and Carers.
Last term we had visits from the community dental team, who told us how we should look after our
teeth, and a Guide dog, which the children loved. We also had regular craft activities provided by
Mary Dennett, for which we are very grateful.
Our term ended with our annual sports day on 15 th July. The weather was kind, and the event was
well attended and enjoyed by all.
This term we plan to have more craft and messy play activities, as well as the usual toys, soft play.
We will hold our Annual Christmas Party will be on Sunday 4th December. More details to follow.
The Toddler Group is open on Tuesday & Thursday 9:30–11:30 am during term. Children aged 0–5
are welcome with their parents and carers. The new term starts on Tuesday 6 th. Check our Facebook
page for info: Search for Kennington Oxford Toddler Group.

Kennington Youth Club
Kennington Youth Club has a new leader.
In the July Chronicle we told you that we were hunting for a great new leader
to replace Jamie Halzeldine, who did so well for us from Easter to the summer
recess. Our hunt proved successful. It is with great pleasure that we are able to
announce that Tom Guy will lead Kennington Youth Club when we reopen after the holidays. Tom
has an impressive record of working with young people, so we look forward with confidence to a
happy relationship.
The Club will reopen on Monday 12th, at which Tom and committee members will be ready to
welcome both existing members and any other young people keen to experience youth club life.
The Youth Club opens Monday 6:30–8 pm for Years 6–8
7:30–9 pm for Years 9 and above
A full programme for Autumn is being planned. Some items are chosen with the help of
Oxfordshire Youth, and will certainly again include their popular Christmas Ice Skate. Some items
are chosen by the members, and will be tried out as appropriate. There will also be opportunity to
cook, play sports, and do arts & crafts. So if you are a young Kennington person, why not come
and be welcomed on Monday 12th September!
Some unexpected funding
Youth clubs are always in need of funding as we no longer receive any help from government, so
we were surprised and delighted when the Tandem Meat draw group gave us a generous donation
recently. As well as a significant boost to our funds, it was gratifying to know that village people
are thinking of us and support what we seek to do in such a practical way.
Any volunteers out there?
Can you help us? Kennington Youth Club is managed by a committee of volunteers and can only
open weekly if we can maintain a rota of volunteers to ensure that the programmes can be safe and
fun for all. At least two additional adults need to be present to serve tuck and support the leader just
by being there as a Health & Safety backup. No particular skills are required; just a helpful attitude
around young people. There is no contract of hours, so if this seems an way to serve on a Monday,
drop in and see Tom, or get in touch with me Roy King on 01865 735864.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Luke’s Fund: Bingo evening
The family is continuing to raise money for Luke’s Fund in memory of Luke, to hopefully sponsor
a room in his name at Ronald MacDonald House, BCH. To do this we need to raise £5,000 a year.
Due to popular demand we are having a
Bingo Evening on Friday 28th October
Doors open at 7 pm. Eyes down 7:30 pm
There will also be a raffle. If you would like to donate a raffle prize that would be appreciated.
Lucky number entrance ticket £2, includes Nibbles.
Drinks will be on sale.
Thank you all for your continuing support.
For further information please ring or email me.
— Margaret, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Women’s Institute
Our President was very sorry to announce that Eunice Benford, our long-serving
Registrar and a past President, was moving from the village. Eunice was presented
with a card and a flowering plant and thanked for her service to our WI over the
years. We wish her and her husband happiness in their new home.
We had the pleasure of having Tony Pritchard speak to us on the Dad’s Army Appreciation Society,
bringing to life the BBC comedy series of Dad’s Army. Tony started out with an interactive quiz in
which the members had to identify the famous actors (Captain Mainwaring, etc.) with their stage
names and given names. Some of the members were quite knowledgeable! Tony proceeded with a
brief history of the formation of the Dad’s Army series written by David Croft and Jimmy Perry. By
2017, it will have been 40 years since the last episode. A total of 80 episodes were made with 21
million viewers in the 1970’s. During the 1970–80’s, 67 episodes were converted to radio. Today,
the BBC boasts of an audience of 5 million, which pays tribute to the golden age of comedy.
Many of the scenes from the series were filmed in Thetford and the surrounding area. A life-size
bronze statue of Captain Mainwaring can be found by the canal in Thetford.
The Dad’s Army Appreciation Society has been going strong now for 23 years with over 1,000
members worldwide—with one member from Germany! The Society has had an annual event at
Bressingham, Norfolk, since 1999 in which members are able to mingle with the stars, who are
very supportive of the Society. Also at Bressingham is the Dad’s Army Museum, which has faithful
reproductions of Jones’s butcher shop and the village hall among others.
In 2012, Jimmy Perry announced the news that a movie version of Dad’s Army was going to be
produced. This came to the cinemas in February 2016. The Dad’s Army Appreciation Society was
heavily involved in the production due to the vast knowledge of the series. Some of its Committee
members were in the movie as extras. Tony showed a video from Christmas Night with the Stars
from 1972 in which the classic comedy of Dad’s Army was performed with hilarious results.
In keeping with the WWII theme, members of the WI brought fascinating memorabilia from the
war to peruse over during tea and coffee.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 14th September when we will have a Members Evening.
Please don’t forget our Winter Warming Lunch on Tuesday 18th October in the Methodist Church
from 12 noon to 1:30 pm.
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Winter-warming lunch
A date for your diary…
Kennington Women’s Institute invites you to its popular annual
Winter Warming Lunch
Tuesday 18th October, 12 noon–1:30 pm
Methodist Church, Upper Road, Kennington
Home-made Soup, Rolls, Desserts
Tea or Coffee
Cost £4.50—pay at the door
Sales Table, Cake Stall, Raffle
Join us—All very welcome

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Connections—Wildlife and Our Well-being: What We Can Learn.
The unpredictable weather can play havoc with wildlife in our gardens, but somehow it always
finds a balance. Weather can have a marked effect on us too, if we choose to allow it, unless we can
see past it and learn from nature’s adaptability.
Recently my wildlife gardening work has moved into this area, a subtle diversification. I’m
exploring the connections between our gardens and our behaviours, individually and collectively,
searching for ways how we can use those insights and bring them into other areas of our lives.
Many of us relax when out in our gardens, taking in the sights, sounds, smells, tastes, and textures.
I have written about one of our most common behaviours as walking around unaware.
If you are overrun at work, often the hectic pressure is what overwhelms us. Try using what you do
out in your garden to relax quite naturally, using 360° peripheral sensing: try using your peripheral
vision to see the colour spectrum or those subtle movements and rhythms around you. Listen to the
soundscape of your workplace—the bass tones of the humming computers mirroring the buzzing
bumble bee, or the high-pitched bleeps of the photocopier mirroring the chirps of a robin.
Do this with all of your senses to see the parallels between your workplace and the nature in your
own garden.
Many people find nurturing and tending to young seedlings’ every need relaxing when we grow
them on in our garden. Yet at work, when overwhelmed by all the work, we forget to nurture and
check on ourselves. Every couple of hours check on how you feel by picking one word that
describes how you feel; no explanations, just one word.
Act on it as you would those seedlings needs. If you need some light go for a walk; if you are too
warm, open the window for some air.
The biggest thing that gardeners do to help stress in the workplace is planning ahead. Do that at
work to; visualise upcoming problems, as you would out in the garden. Plan and prepare well, and
if that situation arrives, you are poised and ready to adapt.
If you visualise a challenge, when it comes, you often react well. Time seems to move slower and
things are generally more calm if you’ve visualised it, as you’ve kind of been there before and it
isn’t a step into the unknown.
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News from Radley History Club
St James the Great, Church Road, Radley, Abingdon. OX14 3QF
Saturday 1st October, 10:30 am–5 pm and Sunday 2nd October, 1:30 pm–4:30 pm
Free entry — Refreshments — Parking
What does the history of a village church tell us? You are invited to an exhibition and book launch,
exploring more than 700 years of history. Carefully researched and recorded by Radley History
Club, the exhibition is based on the new book, St James the Great Radley: The Story of a Village
Church. Find out more about the building itself, the church history which influenced it, and the
people who were involved in it, right up to the present day.
More details at www.radleyhistoryclub.org.uk.

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
As we look forward to the start of our new school year, we
extend a very warm welcome to all our new children starting
with us in Saplings (our nursery and reception classes), as well as
those starting in other year groups. To all last year’s Year 6
pupils, we wish them all every success as they start the next stage in their
education at their respective secondary schools. We also welcome our new
members of staff. I hope that all our ‘new starters’ (children and staff) will
soon feel settled at our school and that they are part of the ‘St Swithun’s
family’.
Whilst many of us make new year’s resolutions in January, for those of us in education, the autumn
is also a time of new beginnings. This year, we will continue to develop our curriculum, taking
every opportunity that we can to provide a rich and exciting experience for our children.
As you may have read in former Chronicle articles written by some of the children, we plan visits
to places of interest, welcome visitors into school,
and take part in just about every inter-school
sporting competition on offer. Last year, a huge
number of our children in Years 3 to 6 were able to
represent the school in at least one sporting fixture.
For some time, our children have had the
opportunity to take part in two residential visits
when they are in Years 4 and 6. They say you only
have to do something twice for it to become a
tradition, so, having run our overnight visit to Hill
End Centre for our Year 2 children three times
now, this has now become a regular event in our
school calendar.
We are so used to the incredible opportunities that
our children are offered these days that we possibly
do not stop and think about how lucky they are!
Our children enjoyed a vast array of opportunities last year and we very much encourage them to
take advantage of each and every opportunity that is available. Each opportunity gives children a
chance to develop knowledge and skills and, most importantly, the chance to shine.
From all of us at St Swithun’s School, we wish everyone in Kennington who is involved in
education a very happy new year.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
What a busy summer the Council has had, even though there has been no meeting! Maintenance
work has been carried out on the laid hedge at Playfield Road playing field; the new Playing Fields
Committee has met several times, working on upping the standard of both pavilions; and by the
time of publishing, the BMX track at Forest side will have been refurbished.
Make a fuss about your bus
There have been complaints made to the Parish Council regarding buses not turning up. The
Council has contacted Oxford Bus Company, which advises us that they take complaints seriously,
investigating each one. The Parish Council suggests that if you have an issue or particular
complaint, write to Oxford Bus Company giving them details of the date, time and problem or
issue. Below is Oxford Bus Company’s postal and email addresses.
Oxford Bus Company
Cowley House
Watlington Road
Cowley
Oxford
OX4 6GA
info@oxfordbus.co.uk
Fly tipping
There has been an increase in fly tipping at Forest Side and at Kendal Copse. If you see any rubbish
tipped anywhere in the village, please contact the Vale of White Horse District Council’s
Environment Warden Colin Marshall at Colin.Marshall@southandvale.gov.uk or 01235 422159; if
he is not in the office it will be transferred to his mobile.
Senseless damage
Whilst not of epidemic proportions, the village from time to time experiences occasional senseless
damage. Two particular examples are the uprooting of a litter bin at Playfield Road and the
relocating, for reasons best known to to themselves, of a bench in the Forest Side playing field.
Both of these areas are well trafficked, particularly by dog walkers, and the Council would be most
appreciative if anyone notices anything untoward happening to please report it to the police on 101.
Dates of Council Meetings: September
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting, 7:30 pm
Planning Committee, 8 pm
Thursday 8th
Tuesday 13th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
A big THANK YOU and CONGRATULATIONS to everyone who has taken part in
and completed the Big Friendly Read! It looks likely that we will reach or even
exceed the 171 who started last year. THERE IS STILL TIME to finish, or even
start as you only need to read 6 books: the closing date is Saturday 17 th, so good
luck!
Everyone who has completed the challenge is invited to the PARTY on MONDAY 19th from 3:15
to 4:30 at which, with the help of Mrs Atkinson, Headteacher of St Swithun’s School, and Melissa
from Small World Nursery, all successful children will be presented with medals and certificates.
We look forward to seeing you there!
The 6 Story and Craft sessions, plus one Rhyme
Time and Music Maker afternoon, all associated
with the Big Friendly Read and running throughout
the school holidays, have been very well supported.
Thank you so much to our Summer Read volunteers,
Juliet and Alice, who have helped enormously not
only during the sessions but also in the equallyimportant setting up and clearing away! We are also
grateful for Dominique’s and Rebecca’s enthusiasm
in promoting the Read, as well as for Isabel’s and
Pamela’s expertise in leading the Rhyme and Story
sessions.

Nine of the 20 children enjoying the story and
craft session on Foxes & Hens day.

We are back to our regular free events for children in September…
➢ Second Monday of the month: 12th from 2:30 to 3 pm: Rhyme Time. Rhymes and songs
for those under school age.
➢ Third Wednesday of the month: 21st from 10:30 to 11:30 am: Story Time. Stories and
songs for those under school age. Come and stay for as long or short a time as you wish.
AND FREE FOR ADULTS… First Wednesday of the month: 7th from 11 am to 12 noon:
Author Talk.
Helen Peacocke, well known for her articles in The Oxford Times, will talk on ‘Writing about
Food’. Come and join us for coffee from 10:30 am.
A Special Event on Tuesday 27th at 7:30 pm. We are hosting an author event organised by the
Oxford Children’s Book Group, at which Claire Baker, writer of the Knitbone Pepper Ghost Dog
series for Usborne Books, will give a talk. Parents and teachers are very welcome; do please sign
up at the library before hand as spaces are limited. You will also be offered a complimentary glass
of wine!
Could you spare a few hours each month to help in the library? Our Community Library relies
on the support of volunteers and friends to work alongside the professional librarians. If you think
you could help us, please visit oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries and search for “Volunteering in a
Community Library”. Of course you can also talk to the staff in the library to find out more. It’s
great fun and the contribution of volunteers is much appreciated.
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Pamela Allen
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Oar-some Beavers!
At the end of term Kennington’s
Beavers took to the water on 12-man
dragon boats. The two boats of fully
kitted-out Beavers with buoyancy aids,
helmets and oars paddled up the Thames
from the Oxford Canoe & Kayak Club
by Donnington Bridge almost to the
Head of the River. The journey included
many turns of standing up, swapping
seats and even swapping boats! With great camaraderie and bursting into song, fortunately neither
helmets nor buoyancy aids were tested. Many tired but elated Beavers slept well that night!
Celebrating 100 years of Cub Scouting: Adventure Cub Scouts
Readers may be unaware that Bear Grylls of Mission Survive fame is also the Chief Scout and
deeply involved in Scouting. To celebrate 100 years of Cub Scouting we held our own Mission
Survive training Camp, so 16 Cub Scouts and four leaders set off for a weekend of adventure!
Despite the rain the Cubs arrived at camp excited and full of energy. As part of their kit they packed
three items that they thought would help them survive in the wild. These interesting items included
modern flints, fishing nets, string, matches, water and a net hammock.
They started by making water collection devices, which
collected water by the end of the weekend; making
bivouacs, which Akela enjoyed testing for water
resistance; and cooking their lunch over open grills:
kebabs, and apples, raisins or bananas with chocolate.
They tasted great and were enjoyed by all.
The Cubs enjoyed exploring the forest area by
themselves, helping to build the camp fire for the evening
and getting fit with their own version of Mission Survive
football, which had to be seen to be believed!
The highlight of the afternoon was the testing Mission Survive Assault Course. Challenges included
crawling under ‘dangerous wires’ without touching them, balancing on narrow beams, crossing the
rope bridge, fighting their way under dark ground-sheets, diving
through hoops and sliding down the soapy valley. The Cubs met
all challenges brilliantly. As the afternoon grew hotter, we
finished the very wet water challenge, with all the leaders getting
sopping wet! Our special camp fire, marshmallow roasting and
glow light activity finished a great survival day.
Our final day started with the Cubs casting off in the boats that
they had crafted. Each boat carried an emergency message.
Luckily for the Cubs most of the boats survived the perilous
journey, and we knew that help was arriving in the afternoon!
For the last challenge of the morning, the three ‘survival groups’ took their survival items into an
area of ‘wilderness’ and used them to show how they could survive in the wild. The Cubs proved
equal to the challenge. They made wild animal snares; built fires and roasting spits from local
wood; made water collection devices and fishing lines; and strung up the hammock in the trees.
All the Cubs left with their Mission Survive Certificates and Challenge badges. All round a great
Mission Survive Camp!
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 pm on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 pm on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 pm
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 am
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
Wed 7 2:15 pm
Thu
8 7:30 pm
Mon 12 2–4 pm
10 am
Tue 13
8 pm
Wed 14 7:15 pm
Fri 16 7:45 pm
Mon 19 7:45 pm
Tue 20 2:30 pm
Wed 21 10:30 am
Sat 24 6:30 for 7 pm
Sun 25 10:30 am
Mon 26 2–4 pm

September
Kennington Link WI: Curiosities in Cotswold
Parish Council Meeting
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI
First Rehearsal Kennington Choirs for Messiah
Kennington History Society
Christians Together House Group
Short Service
KOA Closing Concert
Harvest Thanksgiving
Festival Group

Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
69 Upper Road
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre

Tue
Wed
Sat
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Mon
Tue
Mon
Tue

October
Parish Council Planning
Link WI: Guns to Flowers
Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington History Society
Kennington WI Winter Lunch
Festival Group
Parish Council Planning

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre

4
5
8
10
11
12
13
17
18
24
25

8 pm
2:15 pm
10 am–12 noon
2–4 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:45 pm
12 noon–1:30 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm

Please include contact details…
… when you submit an entry to the Kennington Chronicle. Entries without contact details
(telephone number or email address) will not be considered for publication.

The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.
Index of Contents: page 3.
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Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 43.
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