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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Twelve years ago, I moved from Oxford to become vicar of Radley with Sunningwell. Kennington
was a place that I passed through on the 35 bus or I skirted if I walked along the river to Oxford.
Little did I realise what was in store.
I began to get to know a few people and later, as Area Dean, began to know people from the
church. Then we were all told that I was also to be Priest in Charge of St Swithun’s!
All I can do us look back on the following years and say that I’m sorry I am going. I have grown to
love and admire the church in Kennington—and church means people of God, not just a building!
St Paul wrote a series of letters to the churches in Asia Minor giving them a sort of report. If I were
to so the same for St Swithun’s, I would say something like this: I commend you for your love and
faithfulness. Your generosity is amazing: you are always ready to give of your best gifts and efforts
to make things happen. Your faith and trust in the goodness of God are steady and growing, and
together you believe and carry on. Nothing is impossible even if it involves sacrifice and a lot of
hard work. You smile. Somehow or other everything gets done. You understand and have
experienced hardship but are confident and optimistic that all will be well and God will bless you.
You want others to know the amazing, generous and sacrificial love of God and the joy and peace
that it brings… so keep on going! My prayer for you is that you and all Christians in Kennington
will show and spread the love of God in the village.
For those of you who aren't familiar with St Swithun’s, come along and see. You won’t be
bamboozled, and the friendship and the coffee are good! Messy Church is brilliant if you have kids,
and it’s fun! There are groups and activities for all ages and stages from the children's stuff to the
bus pass group.
I am moving to Cold Ash, a village just outside Newbury, sometime in November. Clergy are given
up to a month to get out of the vicarage, so I shall soon start on a grand clear-out and begin to
dispense things I can’t fit into a much smaller space… and retirement will bring different sorts of
challenges from all I do now.
THANK YOU for the welcome and kindnesses you have all shown to me. I shall miss you!
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the
Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit be with you and remain with you always.
My going will leave a vacancy for a Vicar in our Churches. The appointment process can take a
while but the Church Wardens and PCCs will move it along as quickly as possible.
Until a new Vicar arrives, Glynis, Alison, Tony and a number of others will make sure that
everything is covered. At the beginning of October we will put a list of whom to contact about what
on the website and in the Church porches. The main contact number will be 01235 554739. Any
calls to that number will be passed on to the best person to deal with it!
— Pam McKellen
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Services in October
Sun 2nd 9:30 am

Parish Communion

Sun 9th

Parish Communion
Compline

9:30 am
6:30 pm

Sun 16th 9:30 am
9:30 am

Messy Church
Morning Prayer in Church Hall
followed by lunch: All welcome

Sun 23rd 9:30 am
9:30 am

Parish Communion
Compline

Sun 30th 9:30 am
TBA

Parish Communion
Evening Songs of Praise

Every Thursday there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Pam McKellen will retire from the benefice of Kennington, Radley and Sunningwell on Sunday 9 th.
We will celebrate her ministry here in Kennington with a lunch on Sunday 16 th after Messy Church.
Everybody is welcome to come and join us.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church. This month Messy Church will be on
the 16th. You don’t have to be a child to enjoy it. It is church with craft activities that help
people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages use handson activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as doing
things together, we eat breakfast, have a chat and have a short time of worship. It starts at
9:30 am and usually finishes by 11. If you want to know more, come along and sample it! You
would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: come and enjoy this service in the
Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day; please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources to help with prayer in the Prayer Corner. You are also welcome to come in
and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
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SERVICES IN OCTOBER
2nd 10:30 am We welcome Mike Trinder to lead our Morning Worship today.
9th

10:30 am The Rev Jean King, one of our Supernumerary Ministers from Headington,
leads our service of Holy Communion.

16th 10:30 am Morning Worship will be led by Dr Neville Shepherd, from Headington.
23rd 10:30 am We welcome the Rev Alison Mares, the new Minister of Kidlington and
Woodstock churches, on her first visit to Kennington to share in our anniversary
celebrations.
30th 10:30 am Our Morning Worship will be led by our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary
Davies. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
OTHER ACTIVITIES
Monday 3rd: MN8. The monthly Bible Study at 8 pm at the Church. This is a time of lively,
informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of contemporary issues
and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
Wednesday 19th at 10:30 am. Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge. Do come and join the
residents for 30 minutes of informal worship. All are welcome.
COFFEE MORNING Tuesday 11th. Coffee Morning in the Methodist Church from 10 am
onwards. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with
old friends and new! Our November Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 8th November.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH.
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Parish Priest:

Father Daniel Lloyd
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: dlloyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish
Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
Sunday
9:15 am
Sunday 11:15 am
Monday 6:30 pm
6

Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
The Good Shepherd, Kennington
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Help for the homeless: Kennington Churches Together
The collection for the Oxford Homeless Pathways will be made on Sundays 23 rd and 30th. Items
requested are:
➢

Towels, toiletries, cheap toothbrushes. Sorry, we cannot accept blankets now.

➢

Crockery, pots & pans, cutlery, bed linen (for the re-homing project)

➢

Cereals, long-life milk, Marmite, breakfast cereals

➢

Canned beans, spaghetti, soup, minced beef, tuna

➢

By special request: underwear and socks, for both men and women.

Please check that food items have not passed their sell-by date.
If you cannot leave your donations with any of the Churches in Kennington, please contact either
John Marson on 01865 735145 or Ann Coulter on 01865 739271.
Many thanks for your help, which all at the Oxford Homeless Pathways appreciate.

Kennington Women’s Institute
The President welcomed members to our September meeting and hoped
that everyone had had an enjoyable summer.
Thanks were given to Mrs Lynda Weston, our Treasurer, for arranging
such a lovely afternoon tea at a local hotel. It was agreed that this was a
most enjoyable and friendly occasion.
After dealing with other business items, one of our members, Mrs Linda Andrews, gave a very
interesting talk on her childhood growing up in Wiarton, Ontario, Canada. Linda talked us through
how they coped with life through the various seasons of the year.
Then Mrs Kath Suckling, another of our members, described her childhood when she grew up in
Knapton, Norfolk. Both talks were so very interesting and different, and greatly enjoyed by us all.
During our tea break members were presented with a quiz, organised by our Treasurer. This kept us
occupied for quite a while… even drinking the tea had to wait!
The next Abingdon Group meeting is on Tuesday 11th at 2:30 pm in the Village Centre.
Our main fund-raising event is our Winter Warming Lunch on Tuesday 18 th in the Methodist
Church, Upper Road, from 12 noon to 1:30 pm. Anyone from the village or elsewhere is most
welcome to come along and enjoy a bowl from a selection of home made soups, desserts and tea or
coffee. All for £4.50. Why not join us?
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Choose and deliver books to those who cannot get to a library
Is the home library service important? Yes – the home library
service brings entertainment, pleasure and human contact to
people, where they may otherwise have none.
Who benefits? Anyone who cannot get to a library, including the
elderly and many disabled people across Oxfordshire who need a
volunteer to bring library services to their door. They need a
friendly face who can stop by once every three weeks to bring
them some new books or CDs and stop for a little chat.
We are appealing for volunteers to help less able people in your community. Could you spare a little
time? Schedules can work around you and you can organise the drop-off times directly with the
people you deliver to, meaning you can fit it around your busy life. Expenses are reimbursed and
you can do as many or as few journeys as you wish.
Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibrary or contact your local library to find out about
volunteering for the home library service and helping people near you.

Kennington Festival Group
Fortnightly Meetings on Monday afternoons for the over-60’s to meet others
for a social get together at the Village Centre from 2–4 pm.
We get the opportunity to chat to others, play a round of Bingo or Scrabble and
enjoy a Cup of Tea and Cake. We also have a small raffle.
We are having a mini bus trip to Yarnton Nurseries on the Bus 4 Us and
hoping to stop at Annie’s Tearoom, down by the canal at Thrupp on 3rd
October. This is the first mini bus outing this year. Transport can be provided
by our team of volunteers if needed.
Next meetings are on Mondays:
10th October: Members’ Lunch and afternoon meeting at the Tandem
24th October
7th November
21st November
Kennington Festival Group members were sorry to say goodbye Connie Grant Robinson R.I.P., a
lovely lady who always had a smile for everyone and enjoyed our Monday get-togethers. She will
be sadly missed.
Please ring or email me for more information about the meetings.
— Margaret, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
10
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Winter-warming lunch
A date for your diary…
Kennington Women’s Institute invites you to its popular annual
Winter Warming Lunch
Tuesday 18th October, 12 noon–1:30 pm
Methodist Church, Upper Road, Kennington
Home-made Soup, Rolls, Desserts
Tea or Coffee
Cost £4.50—pay at the door
Sales Table, Cake Stall, Raffle
Join us—All very welcome

KADS News
Coming in January 2017
Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society presents Sinbad the Sailor
This year has flown by so quickly with our performances of Knight Fever! and
Alice in Wonderland bringing feel-good fun to Kennington. Get ready to join us
in January for Sinbad the Sailor, a sea-faring adventure, as we ride the ocean
waves in our annual pantomime. From the fabled Arabian Nights tales, meet
the infamous Sinbad and a whole cast of characters including the beautiful Princess Scheherazade,
wicked sorceress Halapena, and Dame Peony Poopdeck—ready, willing and almost able!
As in previous years, we will support a local charity with a collection at each performance. Look
out for more information in next month’s Chronicle, on posters around the village, and on our
KADS Facebook www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS.
Performance dates in January for your diary:
Friday 20th, Saturday 21st, Sunday 22nd
Friday 27th, Saturday 28th
Matinee and evening performances on Saturdays, matinee only on Sunday
Tickets are all just £5 for the opening night, then £8.50 adults, £6.50 concessions, and £25 for a
family of four for the remaining performances. These go on sale from Kay in the Box Office on 1 st
November—you can contact her on 01865 739025 or antipants67@gmail.com. Matinee
performances can fill up quickly, so you are encouraged to book early.
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KOA
www.koa.org.uk
The KOA Charity Shop was again a massive success, raising approximately £4,350.
This was due to the wonderful dedicated team of volunteers, joined this year by a number of new
people. Thanks to all those who donated goods for the shop. Some of you will know that we
appeared on the local TV Channel, That’s Oxford—check it out on www.koa.org.uk.
People often ask what is done with all the leftover goods. They were donated to:
➢

The British Heart Foundation (most of them)

➢

Acacia UK, a development aid charity based in Abingdon

➢

The Red Cross, to be used for Syrian refugee families about to arrive in the Vale

➢

The next convoy of goods to go from Oxford to the Calais refugee camps

➢

The Kennington Health Centre Patient Participation Group
(books will be on sale in the Health Centre to raise funds for PPG
activities)

➢

Oxfam

Did you see the recipe from the KOA-supported Green Power: the
Spirulina Cookbook (launched at the Kennington Grand Fête in June) in
The Sunday Mirror on 11 th September? One of the recipes was created
by from children from St Swithun’s School. Copies are available from
Sylvia Vetta for £4.99 or from www.thenasiotrust.org. All proceeds go to
Nasio.
Can you help? Our events are well supported, but in recent years we
have lost many committed helpers and organisers. We urgently need to
find new committee members and officers. It does not involve lots of
long and boring meetings; just some commitment. If you are
interested please contact Sylvia (details below). We have worked
out how to keep going to our 50th anniversary in 2018, but need to
attract a new committee by then if KOA’s good work is to
continue.
The death has been announced of the much-loved and respected
Barbara Boyne. Barbara was a staunch supporter of the twin
organisations born in 1969, KOA and Kennington Good
Neighbours. For KOA she organised the annual Sponsored Knit at
Edith Court. For many years she organised the teas at the fête,
and worked as a supervisor in the KOA Shop. Barbara will be
greatly missed.
Chair: Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, sylviavetta@gmail.com
Publicity Secretary: Laila Ismail Khan, 07880 972664, lismailkhan@yahoo.com
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Kennington Good Neighbours
We are a Team of Volunteers who offer help to all, especially the elderly who are residents of
Kennington.
Where there is a genuine need we can transport those without to local Hospitals, Health Centre,
Dentist, etc.
Visiting the lonely or housebound on a social basis.
I am pleased to report that four people have come forward to visit and three people (or their family)
have recently said they would like to be visited.
If you or someone you know would like someone to visit please do get in touch.
BUT WE STILL NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS, DRIVERS AND VISITORS.
If you are interested please ring or email me for more information and an informal meeting.
— Margaret, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Citizens Advice Bureau: University problems
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) —
www.caox.org.uk
Having problems at university? Contact Citizens Advice
September is the month of yellowing leaves, darkness in the evenings, a stern chill in the mornings,
and difficult goodbyes as children leave home for university. For many, this transition from family
life to independent living can be difficult and stressful to manage.
Once on campus, or especially in private rented accommodation, new students can find themselves
facing the jaundiced indifference of adult life as they struggle with practical problems which they
hadn’t anticipated: “What’s the best way to revise for exams?” “I don't like my course—can I
transfer to a different one?” “How do I open a bank account?” “I have a disability—what about
wheelchair access?” “Does my landlord have responsibility for repairs?” “Can I get a part-time
job?” In addition, there are all the questions they forgot to ask their parents: “How do you cook
spaghetti?” “Where do I put the powder in the washing machine?”
The glorious liberation that college life is supposed to be, the golden key that unlocks the door of
life and gives access to unbridled freedom and fulfilment, seems very far away when you’re
wondering why you don’t have any friends, have failing grades, feel cripplingly homesick, or can’t
pay your rent.
Many of us at Citizens Advice have been through all of this. If you are a first-year student, about to
become one, feel that you can't cope with undergraduate life, or need support, contact us. Call
Adviceline on 03444 111 444 or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice. We’re here to help.
Locations and opening hours of our offices in Oxfordshire South and Vale can be found on
www.caox.org.uk.
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Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk, 01865 730911
On Monday 5th September we moved to a brand new way of consulting with a Doctor.
Instead of forward booking an appointment to see a Doctor, the receptionist will take your
details, your contact telephone number and a brief description of the problem. A Doctor will call
you back. Please let the receptionist know if there are times when you will not be available.
Telephone appointments will also be available in the early evening and will where possible be with
your registered GP.
We are doing this to improve access to the correct clinician for our patients and manage the
increased demand for general practice care at a time when there is a decrease in the availability of
GPs due to a national and local shortage, and after looking at how this model is effective in other
GP practices.
What does this mean for me?
➢

You will always speak to a Doctor before an appointment is made for you.

➢

You will be able to have any necessary investigations carried out before you see a Doctor.

➢

You may not need to see a Doctor if the problem can be adequately dealt with on the phone.

➢

The Doctor will book you in at a convenient time for you, to fit in with your life plans.

➢

You will always see the right clinician—this might be a nurse, health care assistant, care
navigator, health visitor, midwife or phlebotomist.

➢

If your appointment request is urgent or on the day. you will be seen on the day.

➢

If you can carry out the consultation over the phone with the Doctor—e.g. you are
requesting a repeat medication from the Doctor—the Doctor may be able to prescribe it
without seeing you.

Message from the doctors of Kennington Health Centre in response to recent press reports
Our practice has been the subject of some negative press coverage regarding our proposed new
appointment system trial, which might have alarmed some of our patients. We would like to correct
this.
We can reassure our patients that:
➢

Reception staff will not be ‘interviewing’ patients or acting as gatekeeper.

➢

Patients will not have to explain their symptoms to a receptionist instead of a doctor.

➢

All patients will be telephoned back by their GP, who will make a detailed assessment of the
problem and decide with the patient on the best course of action.

➢

The reception staff will only ask for a very brief description of the problem (as they already
do) in order to help the GP prioritise the call back.

FLU CLINIC
We have our first Flu Clinic on Saturday 8 th October. If you are eligible for a free flu jab, please
contact our reception team to make an appointment.
18
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Luke’s Fund Bingo
Proceeds to Luke’s Fund Helping Transplant Children And Their Families
Friday 28th at the Village Centre
Doors open 7 pm. Eyes down 7:30 pm
There will also be a raffle, and if you would like to donate a raffle prize that would be appreciated.
Lucky number entrance ticket £2 includes Nibbles.
Drinks will be on sale
Thank you all for your continuing support.
For further information please ring or email me.
— Margaret, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
Happy New (School) Year!
After a lovely summer break, with what felt like proper summer weather, we all returned to school
raring to go. Building work had been completed, giving us a great new reception area and office,
and some classes have been re-decorated. All in all, we’re looking very smart!
During September, we embarked on our ‘start the year’ topic, working with the Ashmolean
Museum education team to study a range of artwork, as every class chose a picture from the
museum collection. All of our classes from Year 1 upwards went on the bus into Oxford to look at
‘their’ picture and enjoy a workshop to learn more about it. The work that the children produced as
a result of their studies will be on show at an open classrooms event for parents, carers and
grandparents early this month. We are so lucky to be able to take the children on the service bus,
into either Oxford or Abingdon. Thank you
for your patience if you have shared a bus
with a class of children. The pictures below
show pupils in Years 5 and 6 from Silver
Birch class, finding out about Uccello’s ‘The
Hunt in the Forest’. They learnt about the
history of the picture and the scene that it
depicts. Over 500 years old, this was one of
the first landscape paintings.
We are all looking forward to the year ahead.
Our report from one of the classes this
month (page 33) comes from the Monkey and Meerkat reception class in Saplings, our Early Years
department.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Annual Show
Despite the heavy rain, the annual show was well attended and the committee is very grateful to all
those who supported the event and made it all worthwhile. There were some splendid exhibits this
year, and our overall exhibit numbers were consistent with previous years. We are grateful for the
efforts put in by exhibitors. Exhibiting is demanding and requires attention all year round to
produce showable exhibits. Particular congratulations go to Margaret Young, who gained three
trophies, and four-year-old old Robin Ash, who won the Miniature Cup. Finally a big thank you to
our helpers for their splendid support.
Here are the prize winners in full.
➢

Kennington Cup for most points in vegetable classes: Steve Carr

➢

Millenary Cup for the most points in flower classes: Margaret Young

➢

Rose Bowl for best exhibit of rose bowl: Margaret Young

➢

Floral Art Cup for most points in floral art classes: Jenny Horton

➢

Millennium Cup for best exhibit in floral art classes: Jenny Horton

➢

Challenge Cup for most points in preserves & cookery: Maureen Winkfield

➢

Gladys Prior Junior Floral Art Cup: No entry

➢

Miniature Cup for child up to age 7 group: Robin Ash, 4 years old

➢

Junior Cup for child aged 8 to 11: No entry

➢

Banjo Cup for best vegetable exhibit: Steve Carr, Carrots

➢

Horton Cup for best vase of chrysanthemums: Brian Peedell

➢

Dahlia Challenge Cup for most points in dahlia class: Tony Gunn

➢

Peter Baker Cup for best photograph in show: Margaret Young

Eradication of Polio: Crocus Planting Initiative
Kennington Horticultural Society has joined forces with Oxford Isis Rotary Club to create a sea
of purple crocuses throughout Kennington as part of a Rotary and the Royal Horticultural Society
promotion to eradicate polio. Called Purple4Polio, Rotary has been helping the worldwide
initiative to eliminate Polio for nearly 30 years. Polio is almost gone; one last effort is required. For
more information on the initiative visit www.rotarygbi.org/what-we-do/purple4polio/.
We have bought 5,000 corms, and they will be planted in early November. If you would like to help
with planting or you have suggestions of a likely planting site please contact Alison Peedell on
730961. Note: purple is the colour put on the little finger tip of each child who has received the
polio vaccine drops.
Wednesday 26th, 7:30 pm, Village centre
The first talk of our autumn programme is presented by Geoff Hawkins entitled “All year Colour”.
Members £2 and non-members £3. Refreshments complementary.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington United Church Choirs will be giving their annual performance of Handel’s
MESSIAH in the Holywell Music Room in Oxford on Sunday 2nd at 2:30 pm.
The soloists will be Claire Barratt, Claire Tasker, Ian Barratt and Stephen Barratt. The
accompanist will be Jamal Sutton and the conductor will be Trevor Cowlett, MBE. Entrance is
free, and there will be a special collection for Meningitis Research Foundation in memory of
Rebecca Martin, who died from this terrible disease earlier this year.
We invite everyone to come along and sing. We invite everyone to come along and listen. We invite
everyone to come along and give. It will be a glorious afternoon of superb music. Come and share
it with us.
— Trevor Cowlett

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Will We Get An Indian Summer?
The conditions in early Autumn are often still summery, but Autumn is looming in the landscape.
Many plants produce seeds and berries, and conkers start falling from the trees. Seasonal migrants
are starting to leave or arrive in our gardens. Those species that share our gardens year round are
seeing their thoughts turn to the coming cold Winter months.
Here are some off jobs to get on with this month.
➢

Remember to leave some seed heads to provide food and shelter for wildlife.

➢

Clean birdbaths as this is often forgotten, and always keep them filled up.

➢

The breeding season is not yet over for some creatures so don’t put out large lumps of food
that could choke the young.

➢

Give meadows a final cut, letting the cuttings lie for a couple of days before removing. This
allows any seeds to drop as well as giving disturbed wildlife time to scramble back under
cover.

➢

This time of year can still be good if we have an Indian Summer for spotting bats, as the
evenings are still warm. The moths that fly around in balmy Autumn evenings make a good
food source for bats.

➢

Corrugated iron or plastic, if you have any, can be laid on the soil and supply much-needed
warmth for small reptiles, amphibians, mammals and even the occasional grass snake.

Let’s hope we all experience a semblance of an Indian Summer so that we can have the sun on our
necks whilst gardening, just for a few weeks more anyway.
25

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Kennington Memorial Field: Join Oxford Preservation Trust on Saturday 29 th in the Kennington
Memorial Field for their autumn “scrub bash”. The session, which will be led by the Abingdon
Green Gym, will be from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.
No previous experience is necessary. Wear stout shoes or wellies and old clothes. Please bring
gardening gloves and secateurs or loppers if you have them. Other hand tools will be provided.
They will cut back the brambles and thorn scrub, and hold a big bonfire, so there’s plenty to do to
suit all ages and abilities. They’d be delighted if you can join them for some good exercise outside
in convivial company.
For more information, contact info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk or phone Oxford Preservation Trust
on 242918.
Defibrillator Awareness Course: The Council has organised a further Awareness Training session
for using the public defibrillators. This session will be on Saturday 22 nd starting at 10:00 am, and
will last around 1½ hours.
If you are interested in attending please give me a ring or email me.
Grants: At its September meeting, the Council granted £500 to the Friends of Kennington Library
as a contribution toward the activities arranged throughout the year.
The Council also made a grant of £100 to Victim Support. In 2015/16 Victim Support Thames
Valley supported over 165 residents within its Community Programmes. In current year it is on
target to increase this figure again.
Register to Vote: You will have recently received a letter from the Vale of White Horse District
Council to ensure residents of the Vale are correctly registered to vote. Please note that this is not a
circular; you need to complete the form to ensure that you are correctly registered to vote.
Vacancy on the Council: Have you thought of becoming a Parish Councillor?
There is a vacancy on Kennington Parish Council for a councillor to serve until the next elections
in May 2019. This vacancy will be filled by co-option at the Parish Council meeting on Thursday
13th. Therefore anyone who is eligible to stand and would be interested in joining the Parish
Council should apply in writing by Tuesday 11th.
More information can be found on page 34.
Dates of Council Meetings: October
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting, 7:30 pm
Planning Committee, 8 pm
th
Thursday 13
Tuesday 4th & 25th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Friends of St Swithun’s School
Friends of St Swithun’s (FOSS) are back to school and ready for an exciting
new year full of fund-raising activities. We have lots of big plans and fun
events coming up, and we hope that everyone in Kennington will help us to
make it as big a success as last year.
The past year was a recordbreaking one for FOSS, with more than £10,000
raised for the school. All of the money we make
goes directly towards funding extra equipment,
resources, and activities for all of the children at
the school. Recently, a fantastic range of new
play equipment was installed, which the children
are already enjoying playing on.
We’ve had a great start to this first term, with our
ever-popular back-to-school brunch and movie
morning. Mums and dads got the chance to chat, catch up, and make new friends over coffee,
homemade cake, and pastries, while the kids enjoyed a film in the school hall—complete with
popcorn, of course!
We have many other events coming up, from
school discos for the children and quiz nights for
the grown ups, to a talent show and, our biggest
event of the year, the May Fair! We’ll hold a
Scholastic Book Fair at the end of November, in
time for you to pick up some fantastic Christmas
presents! Watch this space for dates and times,
and more details for all of these events.
As always, we would be delighted to hear from
anyone who would like to get involved with
FOSS. Whether you would like to become a member of the committee, or can only spare a few
hours to help at one of our events, we’d love you to join us! For more information, drop us a line at
friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com.

Kennington Memorial Field
Keep fit and help the environment at the same time! All volunteers are welcome to join in a
morning of scrub clearing at Kennington Memorial Field with members of Abingdon Green Gym.
It’s fun and rewarding!
Saturday 29th, 9:30 am–12:30 pm
Outside the Sports Pavilion at the top of Playfield Road
Bring (if you have them) gardening gloves, secateurs, loppers, bowsaw. Some tools will be
available.
For more information, call Alison on 01865 735995 evenings and weekends.|
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
Our regular FREE events this month
Monday 10th, 2:30–3 pm: Rhyme Time. Rhymes and songs for those under school age.
Wednesday 19th, 10:30–11:30 am: Story Time. Stories and songs for those under school age.
Come and stay for as long or short a time as you wish.
Wednesday 26th, 10:30–11:30 am: Half-term story & Craft for school-aged children. FREE but
please book your place at the library!
FREE FOR ADULTS
Wednesday 5th, 11 am–12 noon: Author Talk
Andrew Bax, with his editor, Janet Bolam, will talk about Lucky 13, a
book of short stories about the lives of passengers on board the № 13 bus.
Every 20 minutes, this bus plies its way between the railway station and the
JR Hospital. Launched last November, the book has already raised £1,250
for the hospital’s Charitable Funds. Do come to hear more about Oxford
Inc, the writing group to which Andrew and Janet belong, and to find out
about their next project!
We shall serve coffee from 10:30 am.
RESERVE YOUR TICKETS…
… for our fabulous CARIBBEAN NIGHT on
SATURDAY 19th NOVEMBER at 7 pm in the Village
Centre. Ours is a Community Library. This means that
The Friends have to raise £3,500 per annum to have a
professional librarian in charge. We raise most of this
through membership and a fantastic annual Gala Night.
This year we are holding a Caribbean Night hosted by
Jamaican-born actor, poet and performer, Euton Daley.
Euton was director of the Pegasus Youth theatre for 23
years. Don’t miss it!
Reserve your tickets either at the library or by contacting Sylvia on sylviavetta@gmail.com or
07809 054969.
The Final Story and Craft Session in the
Summer Holiday
It was Roald Dahl Day with a real, live author!
Pictured here are Janet, Annie and the author
Becca Heddle with Pamela and Juliet. A record
number of children attended and all went
home with their own ‘tortoise’!
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Pamela Allen
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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One-Eight Kick Start
We are calling for volunteers to help support our Kick Start project. We help primary school
children who are restless or hyperactive to calm down in the morning and be ready for lessons. This
project will last seven weeks.
Can you volunteer one morning a week between 8:30 and 10:30 am for seven weeks? A DBS check
will be made, you will be given a day’s training, and expenses will be reimbursed.
For more information, please contact Sam at One-Eighty on sam.payne@one-eighty.org.uk or
01865 236869.

Report from Monkeys and Meerkats
We have all been really excited to welcome the new school year and new children into our Meerkat
and Monkey class. Everyone is amazed at how well we have all settled into school and learning
together.
For children new to nursery or reception, we offer a home visit. This is a great opportunity for the
children to show us what they like to play with at home. It also gives us the chance to chat with
parents about how we can work together to support their child with the transition to school and their
child’s learning throughout the year.
This is what some of the children thought about the visits.
Amelie A: “I liked it when you played with my toys and played with my school.”
Matteo: “I liked building the school with the magnets with Mrs Baiden.”
Jemima: “The best bit was reading a story because I like reading stories. I love reading
‘Ish’, I have one at home.”
This term we are going to be working with the Ashmolean Museum for a topic of ‘Take One
Picture.’ Our picture is ‘View from a Window’. We are looking forward to finding out all about the
picture and thinking about what we can see through our bedroom windows. Alongside this we are
learning the story ‘Ish’. It is a story about a little boy who likes to draw but a comment from his big
brother makes him feel as though he can’t. Luckily his sister keeps the pictures and reminds him
that his drawings are good and look like he’d hoped—ish!
Here is what some of the children think about the story;
Robin: “I like at the end bit because of the silly-ish picture.”
Milo: “I like the end bit too because of the Ish bits, those are the bits I like best”.
Heidi: “I like the flowers and when he sees his sister’s room.”
Emma: “I like it when he puts his pencil down because he’s cross.”
Ellie: “Well, I like the bit where he sees his sister’s room covered in his drawings because I
like his drawings and I like it when he starts drawing again.”
Definitely a class of children who love stories!
— Mrs Hanley and the Monkeys and Meerkats class.
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Kennington Parish Council vacancy
There is a vacancy on Kennington Parish Council for a councillor to serve until the
next elections in May 2019. This vacancy will be filled by co-option at the Parish
Council meeting on Thursday 13th October.
Therefore anyone who is eligible to stand and would be interested in joining the Parish Council
should apply in writing by Tuesday 11th October.
See kennington-pc.gov.uk/elections-and-casual-vacancies for eligibility requirements.
In your application you should provide background information on yourself and the reason why
you would like to serve on the Parish Council.
Please send applications to the Clerk by Tuesday 11th October 2016.
Mrs Anne Feather, 20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
Telephone 01865 421126
Email clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
For further information, please contact Colin Charlett
Telephone 07790 702379
Email chairman@kennington-pc.gov.uk
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Cubs Centennial Cubfest Celebration!
This year holds a special occasion for the local Cub packs. It is the centenary since the Scouting
organisation decided they wanted to recruit younger members and the Cubs were formed.
To celebrate the county organised a Cub camp, so for three days in June, 1,500 cubs and 400
helpers descended on Cornbury Park to celebrate Cubfest 2016.
Unlike your average family camping holidays, you don’t just turn up to a Cub camp with only your
camping equipment. There are always extra things you need to do for the merriment and
entertainment of your fellow Cubs, and this was no exception. We were given two briefs:
First: produce a short video skit to be shown at the opening ceremony. Second: celebrate a time
period within the last 100 years (we were given 1930–40s). We had to dress up accordingly and
make some props as there was a giant parade
before the opening ceremony.
Nearly 2,000 people formed the impressively
gigantic parade on Friday night, all dressed up
in costumes from eras, starting with 1920sstyle gangsters and their Molls complete with
black cars and shiny wheels; Waifs and
evacuees from the war years; Rock and roll
and teddy boys; and Apollo Space men and
space ships mixed with Hippies. Elvis made
various appearances with giant quiffs and inflatable guitars, Glam rock and flares blended into
shoulder pads from the 80s, with Harry Potter bringing us into the modern age.
The parade, singing and cheering noisily, trooped into the main arena where TV screens showed the
skits prior to the opening ceremony where the flag is raised, the camp-fire lit, songs sung and
entertainment provided including a fireworks display.
Our comedy skit involved our pack, 40th Oxford, packing
for Cubfest.
Prior to camp one of the Cub meetings was set aside, a
Cub leaders van was used and the camera strategically
positioned so anyone or thing going into the van by the
side door could secretly leave via the opposite door. The
camera rolled and the Cubs were let loose and what
seemed like the entire contents of our shed (the ‘Boat
Deck’) were ceremonially carried into the Tardis-like
van. It started off sensibly with boxes of camping
equipment and slowly grew sillier. The final tally included wheel barrows, wooden pallets,
bicycles, a Christmas tree complete with decorations, two water butts, a hoover, the compulsory
long ladder and even a fully erected tent which all disappeared into the van along with 72 Cubs,
who then decided they had forgotten something—as the credits rolled, they were spotted in the
background trying to drag a builder’s skip towards the van.
The skit was well received by the other packs despite the rain coming down and everyone huddling
under plastic tarpaulins to protect their costumes whilst the show commenced.
Continued/…
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…/Continued
An important part of Scouting is trying many new and exciting things. A large Scout camp is one of
the best places to do this. For the next day and a
half, a vast array of different activities were on
offer from Scouting essentials, such as lighting
fires, making ropes and tying knots, through to
catapults, throwing axes, archery, and specialist
activities such as climbing walls, surfing
simulators, Zorbs, grass sledging, a simulated cliff
jump onto a bouncy castle (very Bear Grylls), as
well as make-shift water slides and a velcro wall
where Cubs don a special suit and throw
themselves against the wall and stick there. You
could be strapped into a machine and spun around
in every direction similar to an astronaut in
training. If that did not make you feel too dizzy
you could also battle against your friends with laser tag in an inflatable space ship. If you fancied
something more relaxing, a local outdoor activity company brought
along some birds of prey to show the Cubs, as well as some ferrets to
have races with.
Most of the activities not only are great fun but also are planned to
help the Cubs achieve certain criteria that count towards various
badges. Camping counts towards your Nights Away badge, learning
to light a camp fire and cook on it is part of your Backwoods
Cooking badge. Leaping four meters onto a bouncy castle below
ticks off “Try a new adventurous outdoor activity”.
Everyone was camping in tents. For some of the Cubs, it was not
only their first camp but also their first time away from their parents,
which at first can seem a bit scary and daunting for a young Cub; but
the sight of their friends having fun, and the general buzz and
excitement of Cub camp, is highly infectious, so everyone
overcomes their worries soon enough. I am pleased to say that all the Cubs coped well, with some
of the newbies taking to it so well that you would never guess it was their first camp!
Before we knew it, Sunday afternoon was upon us and it was time for the closing ceremony. The
flag was lowered, goodbyes said, and tents packed away, before Cubs were handed back to parents.
I’m sure the families on the journey back heard all about the antics and escapades from Cubs who,
despite being very tired and muddy, all had big smiles on their faces.
— Clive Baker. Cub Leader. 40th Oxford
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining, we have a waiting list
for kids, but plenty of space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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1st Kennington Guides
Our term began with a celebration of Great Britain’s equestrian success in the
Olympics with a human dressage competition.
We have a varied programme planned for the rest of the term including glow in the dark games,
first aid and international activities. Some of our Guides will visit Redwings Horse Sanctuary in
Banbury as part of an Oxfordshire County Guide event. We also have members attending the
County Camp Permit weekend to improve their camping and outdoor cooking skills.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Putting it on paper
A new series by Becca Heddle, Writer and editor, 01865 326508, becca.heddle@btinternet.com
I’m a professional writer and editor living in Kennington, with over 25 years’ experience working
for publishers. The editor of the Kennington Chronicle suggested I might write some articles, about
writing and why it is easy, or difficult, or worth getting right, and about ways to get it right. So here
I am, and my first article is about the most basic question is: why write?
There are living things on our planet which can fly, use tools, dig out or build places to live in, and
communicate by dancing, singing or hooting—and some of their sounds can be heard right around
the planet. But humans are the only creatures who can read and write—strange skills that are hard
to gain and which can remain difficult throughout our lives.
Reading and writing are skills which enable us to communicate, not just in the moment, but across
huge distances and through time—even with people we don’t know and perhaps will never meet.
Over distance, we can read the news and thoughts of friends or relatives—or even strangers—in
faraway places. Time is no bar to us reading the jokes ancient Romans used to tell each other,
stories from the Middle Ages (some beautiful, some incredibly rude, and some both by turns), or
the diaries of long-lost family members. We can write notes to make sure we buy the right things
for our next three meals, letters to the Council or comments on websites to express our views, and
diary entries so that we will know in six months (or 20 years) what we have been doing and taking
an interest in. It’s really the most amazing form of communication. And I don’t really need to
persuade you of this, or you wouldn’t be reading this magazine.
We all write by instinct, much as we speak. So what more can a writer or editor tell you about
writing? Perhaps not much! But I hope I will say some useful or interesting things, because writers
have to think consciously about writing, trying to control all the aspects that make up any piece of
writing: trying to get it right. What does ‘right’ mean? That depends on the circumstances: what
you’re writing, why, and who for. (Do you think I should say ‘for whom’? I might talk about
questions like that another time.) If it sounds as if I’m taking something easy, and trying to make it
sound hard, perhaps the German writer, Thomas Mann, was right when he said:
‘A writer is someone for whom writing is more difficult than it is for other people.’
I’ll leave you to think about that one, until next time. In the meantime, if you are looking for advice
on any aspect of writing, I’m happy to provide consultations, as well as my professional writing,
editing and proofreading services. If there is any particular subject you’d like me to cover in a
future piece, do drop me a line.
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Kennington Link WI
This month we were taken on a delightful visual tour of the Cotswolds. Our Speaker
Mr Alan Copeland is an expert photographer who illustrated his talk with beautiful
and interesting slides. The title was ‘Curiosities in the Cotswolds’, and we were
entertained with a range of unusual and often-missed objects as he explored the picturesque
villages. Starting at Bourton-on-the-Water, we took a circular route round Stow-on-the-Wold,
Moreton-in-Marsh, Chipping Campden and Blockley, stopping off at numerous small villages on
the way. We saw a variety of drinking fountains, village stocks, topiary exhibits, as well as
extraordinary gravestones and plaques. The theatre at Chipping Norton had started life as a
Salvation Army Citadel, while at Stanway, a pleasing old cricket pavilion, complete with thatched
roof, had been given to the village by J M Barrie of Peter Pan fame.
We completed our journey at Lower Slaughter with the sun sparkling on the river and Elgar’s gentle
music playing in the background. This was a perfect ending to Mr Copeland’s enthralling talk. On
behalf of all the members, Mrs Jean Mundy gave a sincere vote of thanks.
Previously, the meeting had been opened by our Joint President, Rosalie Whiteley. We were
particularly pleased to see Jean Mundy back with us after her operation. There was a wealth of
correspondence, which was noted and commented on before being displayed for everyone to read.
Two forthcoming dates for our diaries are Tuesday 11 th, which is the next Group Meeting and will
include a Christmas Craft and Jewellery stall, and the Evening WI’s Winter Warming Lunch on
Tuesday 18th.
This month there were home-grown vegetables for sale, which provided additional interest and will
help swell our funds. The Treasurer was pleased to give a successful report on the August Coffee
Morning, but whilst on the subject of money we were reminded that she will be collecting our
donations for Denman at the October meeting.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 5th.. The speaker will be Kate Lace whose talk is entitled
Guns and Roses to Flowers and Hearts.
The Group Meeting will take place at 2:30 pm on Tuesday 11th at the Village Centre.

Councils binning black and coloured sacks in recycling bins
From November, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils will only empty
green wheelie bins if the recycling in them is loose or in clear sacks.
Despite a recent campaign to raise awareness of the issue, some people are still putting in things
like food waste and dirty nappies, contaminating whole truckloads of recycling—when these things
are put into recycling bins in black or coloured sacks they’re not spotted until it’s too late.
Councillor Charlotte Dickson, cabinet member for waste at Vale of White Horse District Council,
said: “Throughout October we’ll leave a note on any bins with the wrong colour sack in it to
explain the problem—we’ll empty the bin on that occasion, but from November we’ll then have to
start leaving them unemptied to help us protect everybody else’s recycling from getting
contaminated.”
— South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 pm on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 pm on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 pm
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 am
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
October
Sun
Tue
Wed
Sat
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Mon
Tue
Wed
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed

2
4
5
8
10
11
12
13
17
18
19
23
24
25
26

2:30 pm
8 pm
2:15 pm
10 am–12 noon
2–4 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:45 pm
12 noon–1:30 pm
10:30 am
10:30 am
2–4 pm
8 pm
7:30 pm

Wed 2 2:15 pm
Mon 7 2–4 pm
Tue
8 10 am
Wed 9 7:15 pm
Thu 10 7:30 pm
Sat 12 10 am
Tue 15 8 pm
2–4 pm
Mon 21
7:45 pm
Sat 26 10 am–12 noon

Handel’s Messiah
Holywell Music Room, Oxford
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Link WI: Guns to Flowers
Methodist Church
Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale
Village Centre
Festival Group
Village Centre
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Church
Kennington WI
Village Centre
Parish Council Meeting
Village Centre
Kennington History Society
Methodist Church
Kennington WI Winter Lunch
Methodist Church
Short Service
Edith Court Lounge
th
Methodist Church 49 Anniversary
Methodist Church
Festival Group
Village Centre
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Kennington Horticultural Society: All-year-round colour Village Centre
November
Kennington Link WI: Van Gogh
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: Met-Man (meteorology) in Falklands
Parish Council Meeting
Christmas Market
Parish Council Planning
Festival Group
Kennington History Society: Parish Council 1936–2016
Kennington Cancer Fund: Christmas Bazaar

Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre

The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.
Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message
out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 47) is happy to help.
Index of Contents: page 4.
48

Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 47.
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