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The Friends of Kennington Library present
A Caribbean Gala Night with poet Euton Daley
Saturday 19th (page 33)
Kennington’s Service of Remembrance will be Sunday 13 th.
The road will be closed from 10:30 to 11:30 am.
Inside and online at www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk:
Youth Club desperately seeking volunteers (13);
Apple Café fun (9); New Charity in Kennington (22);
Caribbean Night (33); A History of the Parish Council (14);
Sinbad! (13); and much more!

The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Following Pam McKellen’s retirement, please ring the Parish Office with any enquiries
01235 554739

Associate Clergy
Rev Alison Mathew
Rev Glynis Beckett
Rev Tony Rogerson
Rev Peter Stanway

Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD

01865 327974
01235 529505
01235 550214
01865 739342

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH
85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY

01865 730950
01865 739437

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH

01865 730950

73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN

01865 739758

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott
Nick Horn

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church
Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall
Bus Pass Group
Contact Gillian Cox
St Swithun’s Guild
4th Wednesday in the month
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent

9:25 am
01865 735590
2:30 pm
01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday
3rd Sunday

Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group)
9:30 am
Messy Church in Church
9:25 am
Morning Prayer in Church Hall
9:30 am
2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday only
Evening Service
6:30 pm
Thursdays
Communion
10:30 am
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage
By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts
Kennington Health Centre...................www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk..............01865 730911
NHS Direct..........................................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk....................................................111
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).............................................................................................101
Area PCSO Jamie Moya-Flood C8084 (not 24 hours)..............................................07816 341327
Parish Clerk: Anne Feather.................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings.........peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.........07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults) .........................................................................0800 317802
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.......bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209
What can I recycle?.............................http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Holidaying in France a few years ago, my husband and I got a bit lost. Somehow between us, we
found ourselves in the Somme. We hadn’t planned to be there, but in hindsight I am grateful for our
map reading mistakes! We stopped at a small military cemetery, commemorating soldiers who had
lost their lives in both world wars. So many young people from all over the world, commemorated
in that small space, surrounded now, not by battlefields and trenches, but by the wide expanses of
21st century farming. It was the end of summer, with many bright poppies in the fields. Where so
many had suffered and died, this little flower, pushing up through the dark soil, spoke not just of
sacrifice made but also of a new life and a new hope.
Remembrance brings with it many emotions. It’s a time for gratitude: in the words of John Maxwell
Edmonds, “When you go home, tell them of us and say/For their tomorrow, we gave our today.” It’s
a time of sadness—we remember those who have died or who still suffer the consequences of war
through physical or mental injury or bereavement. In recent months, we think of the millions
displaced by war, particularly in the Middle East. It’s a time when we can look at the world around
us and pray that we can learn to live in peace with one another. It’s a time for sowing the seeds of
hope.
Those poppies in the Somme reminded me of God’s love and of the hope that we see in the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus. The hope of God’s new Kingdom, that one day all the wrongs will
be made right, that justice, mercy, compassion and peace will rule and that the light of Christ will
shine in the dark places of the world.
Do join us on Sunday 13th when there will be an Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial at
10:45 a,, followed by a service at St Swithun’s Church.
Plenty is happening at St Swithun’s Church in the coming months. Please see the website for more
details and don’t forget Messy Church on Sunday 20 th. As you may be aware, we said a fond
farewell to our retiring rector Rev Pam McKellen last month, who is leaving after 12 very fruitful
years. Until a new vicar arrives, Glynis, Tony and I, together with a number of others, will do our
best to make sure that it is business as usual. The main contact number will remain: 01235 554739.
— Rev Alison Mathew
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Services in November
Sun 6th

9:30 am

Parish Communion

Sun 13th Remembrance Sunday
10:45 am Act of Remembrance at the
War Memorial followed by
service in the Church
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 20th 9:30 am
9:30 am

Messy Church
Morning Prayer in Church
Hall

Sun 27th 9:30 am
9:30 am

Parish Communion
Compline

Every Thursday there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church). In November there is no
Children’s Church on Remembrance Sunday.
Messy Church is on the third Sunday of the month. In November it will be on Sunday 20 th, when
we will be thinking about aspects of hospitality. At Messy Church we use hands-on
activities to explore Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as doing things
together we eat breakfast, have a chat and have a short time of worship. It starts at
9:30 am and usually finishes by 11. If you want to know more, come along and sample it!
You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service is in the Church Hall. You can also
enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Parish Priest:

Father Daniel Lloyd
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: dlloyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish
Saturday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)

Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

9:15 am

Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

11:15 am

Monday

6:30 pm

Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN NOVEMBER
6th
th

13

10:30 am We welcome Dr Alan Turner-Smith to lead our Morning Worship today.
10:45 am Remembrance Sunday: We join the annual Act of Remembrance which will
begin at Kennington War Memorial at 10:45 am. This will be followed by a
special service in St Swithun’s Parish Church. There will be NO morning service
in the Methodist Church on that Sunday.

20th 10:30 am We welcome the Rev John Rowland to lead our monthly service of Holy
Communion.
27th 10:30 am Advent Sunday: We begin the Advent season with a Taize Service led by
Simeon Mitchell. The first candle of our Advent Ring will be lit.
OTHER ACTIVITIES
Monday 7th. MN8. The monthly Bible Study at 8 pm at the Church. This is a time of lively,
informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of contemporary issues
and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
Tuesday 15th. The Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group meets at 2:30 pm. Details of the
venue from Dilys Cale.
Wednesday 16th at 10:30 am. Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge. Do come and join the
residents for 30 minutes of informal worship. All are welcome.
COFFEE MORNING Tuesday 8th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Do come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new!
The October Coffee Morning raised £68.40.
Our December Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 13 th December at 10 am. It will be a
Christmas Special.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH: If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.
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Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. Please
keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 43).
Peter Johnson
Thank you, friends and neighbours, for your messages of sympathy and kindness shown following
the loss of my husband Peter.
— Eileen Johnson
Barbara Boyne
Barbara was my good friend and neighbour. I am sure that many people in Kennington remember
her as their teacher at St Swithun’s School for many years. She also had to deal with a lot of
sadness in her life, which she did with great fortitude. She was a committed Christian and this
always shone through. She was Church Warden for a period and was involved in many Church
organisations as well as many village organisations. She will be sadly missed by them all. Barbara
had a loving family and was very proud of her grandchildren. Her wisdom has helped many in their
lives when things have not been so good. I know I will miss her very much as will many others.
Rest in peace, Barbara.
— Linda Frankum

The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk—Kennington’s very own community café
The Apple Café opens 10:30 am to 12:30 pm every
Thursday and Saturday, and provides a hub for
locals to get together and enjoy a catch up in a
friendly atmosphere. We serve tea, coffee, cake and
some hot food such as soups and toasties. We have
a number of events planned for the coming months,
including the following on Saturdays:
➢

Pumpkin carving

29th October

➢

Usborne books

5th November

➢

Kennington 4 Fairtrade

26th November

➢

Christmas wreath making 3rd December

➢

Music maestros

10th December

We are entirely volunteer-run and are looking for additional people to help us in the Café. No prior
experience is required, and we welcome any time that you can offer us, whether full or partial shift
on an occasional or regular basis. If you’re able to help, please contact rachel@applecafe.co.uk.
— The Apple Café Team, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk
Apple Café, St Swithun’s Church Hall. Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm.

9

Kennington Women’s Institute
At our October meeting we listened to a very interesting talk given by Carole
Bankes from the charity Blue Cross for Pets. This is the charity that supports pet
owners who cannot afford private veterinary fees, helps re-home unwanted animals
and educates people on the responsibilities of animal ownership.
We were amazed to be told about the charity’s efforts in the Balkan Wars, looking after the horses
used to carry men and armaments. In WW1 they were involved in looking after injured dogs that
were used as sniffer dogs and message carriers.
Then in WW11 they rescued pet animals injured in the bombings. It was a quite thought-provoking
talk about the history of a very long and established charity, which survives purely on donations.
Whilst we were having a cup of tea our member, Doreen Harris, talked to us about her collection of
teddy bears. Doreen had brought along a number of teddy bears to show us and let us know how
she had acquired them. It was very interesting.
You will be very welcome to join us at our next meeting which is on Wednesday 9 th at 7:15 pm in
the Village Centre. Our speaker will be Michael Palmer, who will tell us about “Working as a Met
Man in the Falkland and South Georgia.”

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Eradication of Polio: Crocus Planting Initiative
Kennington Horticultural Society has joined forces with Oxford Isis Rotary Club for
Purple4Polio, to create a sea of purple crocuses throughout Kennington as part of a Rotary and the
Royal Horticultural Society promotion to eradicate polio. Rotary has been helping the worldwide
initiative to eliminate polio for nearly 30 years and it is almost gone; one last effort is required. For
more information on the initiative visit www.rotaryfoundation1090.org and follow the links.
We have bought 5,000 corms, which will be planted early November. If you would like to help with
planting or can suggest a likely planting site, please contact Alison Peedell on 730961. Purple is the
colour put on the little finger tip of each child who has received the polio vaccine drops.
Wednesday 23rd, 7:30 pm. Village Centre
Annual General Meeting and illustrated talk by Timothy Walker, entitled ‘Charles Darwin’
Members £2 and non-members £3. Refreshments complementary. This ever-popular speaker
returns. The AGM will commence at 7:30 pm followed by Timothy’s talk at approximately 8 pm.
A date for your diary
We are pleased to advise that next year’s holiday will be to Southport Flower Show, with a full
supporting itinerary. Accommodation has been provisionally booked at the 4 star Queen Hotel
Chester for five nights. The dates are 16th–21st August 2017 inclusive. Bookings can be made in
person at 206 Upper Road Kennington from 9 am on Sunday 27th this month. The projected cost at
present is the same as last year: £375, which is half-board and coaching throughout. Excursions are
charged separately on a go-as-you please basis.
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Kennington Youth Club
We regret to announce that Kennington Youth Club has had to close
indefinitely.
In July we appointed a new leader who successfully ran the club from its reopening in September
until he was obliged to tender a shock resignation for personal reasons in early October.
We are actively seeking a replacement to keep faith with our small membership, but owing to an
ongoing fall in the number of young people attending Youth Club on a regular basis, recruiting will
be difficult. Despite repeated advertising and emailing, insufficient new Kennington young people
have joined.
We therefore have to ask if the young people of the village want their Youth Club? Ring the
Chairman, Roy King, on 735864 and encourage us by letting us know that you do. If you don’t,
attracting a good leader from a negative small attendance position will be hard.
We hope to have better news in future issues of the Chronicle.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee

KADS News
Sinbad the Sailor setting sail from the Village Centre in January 2017
It’s that time of year again, and we are delighted to announce that tickets are on sale for
Sinbad the Sailor from Tuesday 1st (see page 39)!
All tickets are £5 for the first performance, then £8.50 adults, £6.50 concessions, £25 family ticket
(of four, to include one adult) for the rest of the performances. Under 5’s go free on laps.
To book tickets, contact Kay in the Box Office on 01865 739025 or antipants67@gmail.com.
Performance dates and times for January 2017
Friday 20th

7:30 pm

Saturday 21st

2 pm & 7:30 pm

Sunday 22nd

2 pm

Friday 27th

7:30 pm

Saturday 28th

2 pm & 7:30 pm

Afternoon performances fill up quickly, so book your tickets early!
Each year, the society chooses a local charity to support, and this time we will be collecting for
Kennington Scouts and Guides.
You can find out more about the show at www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS.
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Kennington History Society
In September we had a very well received talk by Martin Buckland on the history of the Wilts and
Berks canal and the present attempts to revive it. They have achieved much but they still face a
heroic task to complete the restoration.
Currently they are concentrating on restoring locks and bridges, because clearing short stretches of
canal is ineffective as they rapidly silt up again.
On 22nd September, 44 people went on the annual trip to Bath. It was a most enjoyable occasion,
and the newly enlarged viewing opportunities at the Roman Baths were particularly interesting.
At the time of writing we are looking forward to a talk on 17 th October by Julie Ann Godson on the
water Gypsy who became a Viscountess.
On the 12th this month, George Ross, the former Parish Clerk, will give his long-awaited talk on the
history of the Kennington Parish Council, which celebrates its 80th anniversary this year.
All talks start at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church Hall off Upper Road. Non-members are asked to
pay £2.50 a head and are very welcome. Tea and coffee with biscuits are available after the
meeting.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Citizens Advice Bureau: Scams!
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) —
www.caox.org.uk
“Neighbourhood Alert” steals a march on latest scams
Scams! A modern crime that has followed us into the communication age: the telephone, internet,
email and texting. Because of their efficiency and ruthlessness, scams pose a major threat to our
security and peace of mind. Now, anybody who is alarmed about scams can now turn to a new
resource that offers a realistic chance of staying ahead of the criminals.
This resource is the “Neighbourhood Alert” scheme, whose website provides email alerts tailored to
your local area. The alerts are up-to-date, timely and issued frequently. The information originates
from Action Fraud, the police and neighbourhood alert scheme administrators, and also contains
tip-offs on other types of crime like burglary and anti-social behaviour.
To sign up for free email alerts, go to www.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk to register. On the home page,
click on JOIN at the upper left. Answering the few simple questions on the online form takes about
two minutes.
Citizens Advice can also help you if you have, or think you might have, recently been a victim of a
scam. Seek advice early, dropping in to your nearest Citizens Advice (for Oxfordshire South and
the Vale; visit www.caox.org.uk for addresses and opening hours) or call Adviceline on
03444 111444.
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale is an independent charity that provides the national
Citizens Advice service locally. We have 150 skilled volunteers supported by 10 staff, operating
from five offices. We rely on local funding.
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Kennington Patient Participation Group
Contact the PPG on khcppg@gmail.com
Book Swap
The PPG is providing this Book Swap to raise funds for its next project, which
will be a digital Noticeboard to provide information generally about what is
going on in the practice and inform patients of things that might be of interest
to them, e.g. future health talks, flu clinics and so on.
Please choose a book or DVD and place a donation in the cash box, enjoy the
book or DVD, and maybe return at your next visit and choose another?
Enjoy your read or watch—your support is very much appreciated!
Cake Sale
The PPG is delighted to announce that the Cake Sale held at the Flu Clinic on Saturday 8 th last
month raised £186.05. Many thanks to all for your kind contributions and for supporting the sale.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Shaking Hands with Autumn
We know that autumn has started, but how many people really experience it?
We know that the autumn incoming migrant birds are arriving, and we may notice some like the
redwing scratching around under trees, bushes, in parks, gardens, supermarket car parks and even
school playgrounds. However, how many people truly notice the changeover between seasons?
Close your eyes for a moment and ask what autumn means to you? How does autumn make you
feel? Listen to the soundscape around you wherever you are. What does autumn sound like? Take a
deep breath and smell the landscape around you. How does autumn smell? When you close your
eyes, what colour is autumn? What shape is autumn?
When harvesting crops from the veg plot, cook them up and put them on a plate to eat. Really
concentrate on the taste and textures of the food. What does autumn taste like? Once you’ve done
those exercises, revisit the question: “Do I really notice the change in seasons? What does autumn
mean to me and how does it make me feel?”
When I think of autumn and consider what it means to me, it is a chance to regroup and catch up
after the rigours of summer. When I think about how it makes me feel, it’s as though I feel burnt out
and in need of a rest—it feels dry and parched. When I listen to the soundscape, it feels empty now
that the summer birds have gone. It smells like rotting undergrowth. I see the colour of autumn as
yellow and red, and the shape of autumn as being spiky and angular. I experience the taste of
autumn as homely and comforting.
Now it’s your turn to have a go at this exercise and get acquainted again with autumn’s personality.
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Kennington 4 Fairtrade
www.fairtrade.org.uk
Kennington Fairtrade Christmas Sale
Saturday 26th, 10:30 am–12 noon
Come to the Apple Café and buy some of your Christmas presents at the Fairtrade Stall. Find out
how you can support the Fairtrade Initiative!
Fairtrade tea, coffee, cakes and more will be served throughout the morning, and there will be a
Raffle thanks to the Co-op team!
If you would like to become a member of K4F, please contact Robin Mason, Chairman of K4F, on
01865 321044 or robinmason@hotmail.co.uk.

Kennington Link WI
The intriguing title of our talk this month was “From Guns & Roses to Hearts &
Flowers”, and members were eager to hear what this might signify.
We were not disappointed! Our speaker, Catherine Jones, quickly explained that it was a
description of her working life. At the age of 18 she joined the Army, was sent to the Women’s
Royal Army College in Camberley, and emerged eight months later as a commissioned officer.
Initially she was stationed at Bicester where she met her future husband, a member of the bomb
squad, but subsequent postings saw her in Cyprus, Germany and Belfast as well as several military
establishments in England.
Because Army life involved moving house regularly, we heard how they had moved six times in
under five years, during which time she had given birth to three children and had written her first
book. Although this first novel was written in conjunction with a friend, it was to be the beginning
of her new career.
Since then she has written many romantic novels, several under the name of Kate Lace, but also
using different pen names as the occasions demanded. It was an honour to have such a
accomplished author as our speaker and she was sincerely thanked for a lively and inspiring talk.
After opening the meeting, the President had turned our thoughts to individual members who could
not be with us owing to ill health, and we send each one our best wishes.
A small amount of business matters was quickly dealt with, including reminders of the October
Group Meeting and the Evening WI’s Winter Warming Lunch. A quick look through ‘News &
Views’ showed many items of interest, particularly the always-popular Christmas Songs at the
Town Hall.
During the refreshment interval, welcome cups of tea were accompanied by a tempting selection of
home-made cakes. The proceeds from these will be sent to the Denman Appeal.
The next meeting will be on 2nd November. The speaker will be Mr David Holt with his talk entitled
‘Vincent: His Life and Art’. All visitors will be very welcome. We meet at 2:15 pm at the Methodist
Church Hall.
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
New Parish Councillor
The members co-opted a resident to the vacancy following the resignation of Rosemary Aldgate
earlier this year. There were three applicants. After a vote, the successful resident was Bob
Bakewell. The Council welcomes Bob and hopes that he will enjoy his time on Kennington Parish
Council.
Many thanks to the unsuccessful applicants for taking the time to put their names forward, and the
Council hopes that this will not put them off coming forward again next time.
Grants
At its October meeting, the Council granted £375 to South and Vale Carers towards their support
work with young carers in the area.
The Council also made a grant of £150 to the Oxfordshire Association for the Blind, whose aim is
to ‘help every visually impaired person in the county to remain as active and independent as
possible and to provide early intervention support to those struggling to adapt to the loss of their
sight’.
It does seem early to talk about Christmas, but the Councillors hope that you can join
them on Sunday 4th December at 6 pm for Carols around the Tree at the War
Memorial and afterwards in St Swithun’s Church for hot mince pies and mulled wine or
non-alcoholic fruit punch.
Dates of Council Meetings: November
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting, 7:30 pm
Planning Committee, 8 pm
Thursday 10th
Tuesday 15th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ

Patience
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs present
Patience or Bunthorne’s Bride by Gilbert & Sullivan
Friday 2nd & Saturday 3rd December, 7:30 pm
Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford (OX1 5LR)
Entrance FREE — Collection for Action for Children
An evening of music, sparkle and fun for all the family
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
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National charity moving to Kennington
National charity MacIntyre started moving
Oxfordshire area office to Kennington in October.

its

MacIntyre’s Oxfordshire Manager Diane Smith said,
“We are really excited to have found suitable premises,
the old Village Hall, which we are currently
refurbishing.
Initially this
will be our
new office
for the area, but in the next few months our team from
the Learning Centre in Oxford City Centre will also be
moving in. We are looking forward to being part of
such a wonderful community.”
In Oxfordshire, MacIntyre currently supports in excess
of 40 young
people and
adults with learning disabilities or autism in a range of
services, which include education, learning activities for
adults and support to live at home.
The charity, which was founded 50 years ago, supports
over 1,200 people across England and Wales. Our vision
is for all people with a learning disability to live a life
that makes sense to them.
We are currently recruiting a full-time Administrator to work from this office to support our
Oxfordshire services. See www.networxrecruitment.com/Jobs/Advert/488371 for more
information.
For more information about MacIntyre please visit www.macintyrecharity.org.

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington United Church Choirs performance of Handel’s Messiah at the beginning of
October raised over £900 for the Meningitis Foundation Research in memory of Rebecca Martin. It
was a glorious afternoon of music but sadly, numbers in the audience was not as large as on
previous years.
The choirs are now rehearsing Patience by Gilbert and Sullivan for concerts in Abingdon, Witney
and Kennington. The Kennington dates are Friday 2nd & Saturday 2nd and 3rd December at
7:30 pm in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road. More details next month, but don’t miss
these two evenings! Come early for a seat.
— Trevor Cowlett
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Putting it on paper
Second in a new series by Becca Heddle, Writer and editor, 01865 326508, becca.heddle@btinternet.com
This month, I started on something about tailoring writing to your audience. But when I read what I
had drafted, it was boring, even to me—so I thought about my audience, threw away what I’d
written, and started from scratch.
I can’t remember the last time I wrote something for a publication in one go. That’s because every
time I go back to a piece of writing I’ve started, I can see it’s not really what I thought or hoped it
was going to be. So I tinker with it, crossing out words and phrases, writing in new ones and
moving things around—gradually pulling it into shape. I can make things clearer, add things in or
take them away, until I can see that it hangs together. But sometimes, I simply have to start from
scratch.
Have you ever done that, when applying for a job or writing a letter of complaint—realised that
what you are writing simply doesn’t put across what you wanted it to? Nine times out of ten, a few
changes can put it right, but it’s good to know that you can always start again if it really doesn’t
work.
Lately, I’ve been working on some tiny books, which are proving rather difficult; they have needed
to be rethought and rewritten so many times now that I almost can’t remember what they looked
like at the start. Sometimes this realisation is depressing. But more often, I’m aware that each
change is moving the piece towards what is needed.
Of course it is all about audience—the point of all these changes is to get the words right for the
age group the books are aimed at, just as you wouldn’t write ‘Hiya!’ to your bank manager or ‘Dear
Sir/Madam’ to an old friend, this article needs to be interesting enough for you not to just turn the
page straight away. Or possibly just annoying enough that you keep on reading, just to find out
whether it’s ever going to get better.
Most of us automatically choose the right sort of language for things like formal letters. The rules:
‘Dear Sir/Madam… Yours faithfully’; ‘Dear Mrs Jones… Yours sincerely’ were drummed into us at
school and still come in handy for setting the tone. The main thing apart from following those rules
is always to try to be as clear as possible about what you want to say.
When you’ve written something, putting it aside for a little while can help you to make sure it’s
communicating what you want to say to your audience—hugely important if you want to do
yourself justice in a letter applying for a job, for example. Thanks to computers, it’s easy to make
the changes you need to, without having to write the whole thing out again.
So I have ended up talking about audience after all. Here’s hoping I haven’t fulfilled Alfred
Hitchcock’s aim: ‘Always make the audience suffer as much as possible.’

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Friends of St Swithun’s School
The run up to Christmas is always busy, and that’s
definitely the case for all of us at Friends of St Swithun’s
School! Between now and the big day we have tons of
activities planned, so make sure you come along and get
in the festive spirit with us!
First up, we have our ever popular school disco on Friday
11th. With separate discos for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage
2 children, all of St Swithun’s pupils will have a chance to
burn up the dance floor to all of their favourite tunes.
The fun starts at 6 pm for Key Stage 1, and 7:30 pm for
Key Stage 2. Tickets will be on sale after school in the
week running up to the event, so make sure you grab
yours, and then grab your dancing shoes!
Next up, there’s a chance to grab some fantastic early Christmas presents at our Scholastic Book
Fair on Friday 25th after school in the KS2 hall. There are books for all ages, with prices starting
from just £2.99.
Even better, 100% of the money made goes to the school in books, so for every book you buy, the
school receives a book of equal value!
So get your Christmas list sorted and stock the school’s book shelves at the same time.
If that’s not enough to get you in the Christmas spirit, you’d better come along to our special
festive quiz at the school on Friday 2nd December.
Tickets include a Christmas-themed buffet, including turkey sandwiches and mince pies, plus
there’ll be a cash bar selling wine, beer, and soft drinks, as well as mulled wine of course!
Either come as a team of up to eight, or we can put you together on the night. With rounds ranging
from music to films to general knowledge, and prizes for the winners, it’s sure to be a great night of
festive fun!
The very next day, on Saturday 3rd December, we have our Christmas Market from 11 am to
2 pm in the school hall. This is a brand new event for this year, which we’re really excited about, so
please come along and help to make it a success.
There will be a fantastic range of stalls for you to browse, with gifts ranging from candles and
hampers, to jewellery, cakes and sweets. You’ll be able to get a great start on your present
shopping, and find some unique gifts made by talented local craftspeople.
We’re still looking for stallholders, so if you’d be interested, please get in touch with Kerri on
07908 109670, or email morsesimms@icloud.com. Stalls are £10, plus a small donation for the
raffle.
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KOA
www.koa.org.uk
The last activity of the
year took place amongst
music, laughter and fun
with A Musical Evening:
Life is a Cabaret on 24th
September. We thank
Steve
Mellin,
Nia
Williams and their friends
from Oxford Operatic, and
other singers for a
delightfully entertaining
evening.

The Annual General Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 9th, 8 pm, St Swithun’s Church Hall
Everyone welcome!
This is the occasion when we will hand over the money Kennington
has raised in 2016 to our selected charities for the year: Nasio Trust,
the
Children’s
Radio
Foundation
and
Lunch4Learning.
The
evening will begin with a
30-minute AGM and finish
with light refreshments.
We continue to need new
committee members and
officers. If you are interested
please come along to the AGM
or contact
sylviavetta@gmail.com.
Update on Nasio Trust: Three
Oxford Interns are currently in Kenya working with
Nasio staff (guardians) and spirulina staff to produce,
market and sell Nasio spirulina locally and
internationally. They have created a new packaging and
have set up a Nasio eBay shop, which will open soon to
sell Nasio Organic Spirulina. Nasio will also sell the
Spirulina cookbook alongside its organic spirulina. So
Kenyans will come to know about Kennington, KOA
and St Swithun’s School.
Chair: Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, sylviavetta@gmail.com
Publicity Secretary: Laila Ismail Khan, 07880 972664, lismailkhan@yahoo.com
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1st Kennington Guides
We have had a busy
month.
We
are
working towards our first aid badge. Dick
Tracey from South Central Ambulance
Service kindly visited to teach us how to
safely use the village’s defibrillators. We
are excited to be planning a trip to
Switzerland in 2018 along with Guides
from throughout Abingdon. We’ve also
enjoyed
relaxing
while
toasting
marshmallows.
Some of our Guides attended the
Oxfordshire Guide Get-Together at
Redwings
Horse
Sanctuary,
near
Banbury. They braved the weather to find out about
equine health care and behaviour: listening to heart beats,
examining poo, discovering the differences between
donkeys and horses, and watching how the staff gain the
trust of their rescued horses. Thankfully the sun shone in
the afternoon and they were able to give the donkeys their
afternoon treat of ginger biscuits. They also decided to
“adopt” Major, a 17.3hh Shire cross. Please say hello to
him if you visit the Centre – he’s very friendly!
We also had Guides attend the Oxfordshire Camp Permit
Taster Weekend to improve their camping skills and find
out more about planning their own camps. They tried out
a variety of backwoods cooking recipes (the cheesestuffed tomatoes were delicious!), built altar fires, and
prepared a hearty breakfast with a Trangia stove. They
risk-assessed and then completed an assault course
challenge, developed their budgeting skills, and learned
about dealing with emergencies.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If
you’d like to join in the fun, please
contact Jo on 07940 537992 or
kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More
information, including opportunities
for girls outside of our age range, can
be
found
on
our
website
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
CARIBBEAN NIGHT
SATURDAY 19th
7 pm
This year we are holding a Caribbean Night hosted by Jamaican-born actor, poet
and performer, Euton Daley. Euton was director of the Pegasus Youth theatre for
23 years. Don’t miss it!
Caribbean Entertainment by Euton Daley and Amantha Edmead, performing extracts from
his new book and CD, Politics of Love (on sale for £5).
Caribbean and World Music & Dancing with Euton Daley as DJ.
Caribbean Food, a three course dinner; bring your own bottle.
Dress code: Bright colours and be prepared to dance!
We are grateful for sponsorship from Radley College and Small World Montessori Nursery and
for the help of volunteers who will provide the food.
Obtain your tickets for just £15 at the library on 01865 730763, or phone 07809 054969,
or email sylviavetta@gmail.com or pamelaallen5@hotmail.com
Do support us and have a great time!
Please drop off your raffle prize donations at the library
Our regular FREE events this month
Wednesday 2nd from 11 am to 12 noon. Coffee served from 10:30 am
Back by popular demand, author Liz Harris will talk about her latest historical novel The Lost
Girl, set in 19th century Wyoming and concerning the life of an orphaned Chinese baby taken in by
an American family.
Monday 14th from 2:30 to 3 pm: Rhyme Time. Rhymes and songs for those under school age.
Wednesday 16th from 10:30 to 11:30 am: Story Time. Stories and Songs for those under school
age. Come and stay for as long or short a time as you wish.
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Pamela Allen
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Scouts
Fireworks night
Saturday 5th, 5:30 for 6 pm
Only £14 for a family of four
Remember, remember… and all that. We hope that you’ve seen our advert around the village and in
last month’s Chronicle, and will join us for great value, spectacular and safe display (see page 7).
If you would like to volunteer to help out on the night, or if you have spare wood for our bonfire,
please let us know on kenningtonscouts@gmail.com. Please remember if you are having your own
fireworks at home that they can travel at 150 mph, and cause hundreds of injuries every year. See
www.bonfire-night-safety.co.uk for wise safety precautions.
Recognition of Scouting Volunteers: The land on which our HQ stands was gifted to the Boy
Scout Association in the 1960s, though originally it was accessed by a track over fields. We
recently looked at our historic documents, and you will be pleased to hear that we continue to keep
our site well fenced and poultry-proof, and more-or-less comply with our obligations to keep the
weeds under control. Of course we only sell alcohol at our Fireworks Night (did I mention
Fireworks Night already,
on the 5th?)—we’ll try
hard not to run out of
mulled wine this year!
It seems as though the
40th has been a key part
of Kennington for as long
as some can remember,
th
as we have had our 75 birthday and there are many people who have helped to make this possible.
Some stay quietly in the background doing their bit, some have found the time and dedication to
come to the forefront and train as Leaders, others form the Exec, look after the grounds and the
equipment, cook, clean and organise the hall hire and other fund-raising activities (our biggest is
Fireworks Night). These kind-hearted souls are happy to help, with the reward being that they are
helping enrich our children’s lives and our community. Every now and then we need to recognise
the efforts people make, and we have updated the names of our long-serving volunteers on our
Honours Board. The latest additions are those who have been put forward as deserving recognition
and a permanent place in our headquarters—they may not even know they are up there above our
inner door! Without volunteers like these every Scout Group would struggle to survive and our kids
and community would be the poorer for it. Please have a look the next time you visit and consider
whether you would like to join their number.
We’re Over Here! The council has recently updated the road name signs in Otters Reach (they are
very nice!). You might have noticed that they also have directions for the 40th on them, hurrah! Now
there can be no excuses for finding out where we are! Our grateful thanks go to Alan Cobb for
being in the right place at the right time to get that done.
Remembrance Day Parade: As usual, the Colours of the
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts will join Royal British Legion to
parade and commemorate the fallen of this Village at the War
Memorial on Sunday 13th. Please do join us there.
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested
in joining, we have a waiting list for kids, but plenty of space for
adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 pm on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 pm on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 pm
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 am
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
Wed 2
Mon 7
Tue
8
Wed 9
Thu 10
Sat

12

Sun

13

Tue

15

2:15 pm
2–4 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am
7:30 for 8 pm
10:45 am
2:30 pm
8 pm
10:30 am
7 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon

Wed 16
Sat 19
Mon 21
Wed 23
Sat 26

November
Kennington Link WI: Van Gogh
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: Met-Man (meteorology) in Falklands
Parish Council Meeting
Christmas Market
Oxford Ceilidh
Remembrance Sunday Service
Ecumenical Home Fellowship
Parish Council Planning
Short Service
Friends of Kenn. Library: Gala Night 01865 730763
Festival Group
Kennington History Society: Parish Council 1936–2016
Kenn. Horticultural Society: Darwin by Tim Walker
Kennington Cancer Fund: Christmas Bazaar

Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
War Memorial
(to be announced)
Village Centre
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre

December
Sat
3 11 am–2 pm
Sun
4 6 pm
Mon 5 2–4 pm
Tue
6 8 pm
Wed 7 2:15 pm
Thu
8 7:30 pm
Sat 10 7:30 for 8 pm
Tue 13 10 am
Wed 14 7:15 pm
2–4 pm
Mon 19
7:45 pm

Christmas Market
Christmas Carols around the Christmas Tree
Festival Group
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI Christmas Meeting
Festival Group
Kenn. History Society: Oxford Janitor Extraordinaire

St Swithun’s School Hall
Memorial
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church

Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message
out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 43) is happy to help.

Index of Contents: page 4.
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Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 43.
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