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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Let me confess from the outset that I am a complete sucker for Christmas—I love the soppy films,
the millionth rerun of ‘A Christmas Carol’, the colours red, green and gold put together, the bright
lights—all of it. It probably has a lot to do with the lights shining in the darkness of the long winter
evenings and nights.
I love singing Christmas carols, the way that the story is told through verse and music. I love the
way that the children’s Nativity plays reduce grandparents to tears. All the glitz and all the tinsel.
But none of this—none of the countless garden centre displays, the blaring Christmas pop music,
arranging parties and family visits, the worry over the size of the turkey—none of this is what
Christmas is really about.
Christmas is about God coming to Earth. Coming as a defenceless baby so dependent upon those
around him. Leaving his heavenly home and his complete divinity to depend upon others for food,
warmth and love. Christmas is about God loving us so much that he became human and lived
among us, wanting us to turn to him, to love him and to build a relationship with him. We should
never forget that the baby in the manger, so cutely pictured on Christmas cards, is in fact God. St
John famously said, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in Him may not perish but may have eternal life.” (If you are wondering how God became
his own Son please don’t worry—we can delve into that at another time.)
And this is the real story of Christmas, the fact that we have a God who loves us so much, who
hates to see us act in demeaning, violent and angry ways, and who in his great love came to Earth
to help us find our way to Him more easily. He came to shine as a light into the world which was
dark—and despite everything the dark could do it has never overcome that wonderful light. God
loves his creation and He wants us to spend eternity with him.
So please have a very joyful Christmas—lots of light, colour, music, family, friends and turkey—
but don’t get so carried away with all the preparation, the gift buying and the card writing that you
forget why we celebrate this wonderful birth every year. Emmanuel—God with us.
We look forward to welcoming you and your family to one (or more) of our Christmas services to
learn more about the true meaning of Christmas and to enjoy the carols.
— Rev Glynis Beckett
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Services in December
Sun 4th

9:30 am
6 pm

Sun 11th 9:30 am
4 pm
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Carols Around the Xmas Tree
(organised by Parish Council)
Parish Communion
Christingle
Compline

Sun 18th 9:30 am
9:30 am
7 pm

Christmas Messy Church
Morning Prayer
Carols by Candlelight. Join
us afterwards for mulled
wine and mince pies

Sat 24th 4 pm
Nativity
11:30 pm Midnight Communion
Sun 25th 10 am

Christmas Day:
Family Communion

Every Thursday there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Messy Church is on the third Sunday of the month. December’s will be on the 18th, when we will
think about aspects of hospitality. At Messy Church we use hands-on activities to explore
Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as doing things together we eat
breakfast, have a chat and have a short time of worship. It starts at 9:30 am and usually
finishes by 11. If you want to know more, come along and sample it! You would be very
welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service is in the Church Hall. You can also
enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day—please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Parish Priest:

Father Daniel Lloyd
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: dlloyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish
Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
Sunday
9:15 am
Sunday 11:15 am
Monday 6:30 pm
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Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
The Good Shepherd, Kennington
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN DECEMBER
4th

10:30 am Advent 2: We welcome our Superintendent Minister, the Rev Canon Dr Martin
Wellings to lead our monthly service of Holy Communion.

11th 10:45 am Advent 3: Matt Stammers, from Berinsfield, leads our Morning Worship today.
18th 10:30 am Advent 4: A service of CHRISTMAS CAROLS, led by our own Minister, the
Rev Rosemary Davies. A special welcome to everyone.
24th

3 pm

Christmas Eve: A service of HOLY COMMUNION for Christmas Eve, led
by the Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies.

25th 9:30 am Christmas Day: A short service of FAMILY WORSHIP for Christmas Day,
led by the Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies.
OTHER ACTIVITIES
Monday 5th. MN8. The monthly Bible Study at 8 pm at the Church. This is a time of lively,
informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of contemporary issues
and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
Details of the Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group for December can be obtained
from Dilys Cale on 01865 739774.
There will be NO Mid-Week Worship at Edith Court this month as an evening of CAROL
SINGING is being arranged instead. The date is still to be arranged.
COFFEE MORNING Tuesday 13th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. This will
be a Christmas Special, so don’t miss it. Come and buy some of your Christmas presents!
Bring & Buy Stalls available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and
new? You will be most welcome.
The November Coffee Morning raised £127.45. Our January Coffee Morning will be held on
Tuesday 10th January at 10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH: If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.
5
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Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre
www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk, 01865 730911

Kennington Health Centre will close for Christmas on Friday 23rd
and will reopen on Wednesday 28th
We will also be closed on Monday 2nd January
For all urgent medical queries during these times please ring 111, or call 999 for an emergency.
The last day for ordering repeat prescriptions for Christmas is Tuesday 20th.
If anybody who is eligible would like to have a flu vaccination please contact our Reception Team
to make an appointment.
Did you know you may be eligible for a free health check on the NHS?
If you are aged between 40 and 74, speak to one of the Reception Team who will be happy to make
an appointment for you.
Have you had your blood pressure checked in the last year?
Please feel free to come in and use our self–service blood pressure machine, situated in the far end
of the waiting room. It is available from 8:30 am to 6:30 pm.

Recipes used for Carols around the Christmas Tree
Mulled wine

Fruit punch

Ingredients

Ingredients

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 litres of Fairtrade red wine
1 litre of orange juice
1 litre of water
1 sachet of spice
¼ of a packet of sugar
1 cinnamon stick
orange and lemon slices

Heat until just below boiling point.
Keep warm for about 15 minutes to mull.
Do not boil.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

lemonade
diet lemonade
orange juice
tropical juice
cranberry juice
grape juice
apple juice
orange and lemon slices

Use the same quantities for all ingredients.
Simply mix.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Kennington Women’s Institute
We welcomed four visitors to our November meeting, which was very
encouraging. Together with our members they had come to hear our speaker, Mr
Michael Palmer, give a talk about his time in the Falklands and South Georgia. The
talk, slides and anecdotes were a fascinating insight into Mr Palmer’s time in the 1960s working
there as a meteorologist. We learnt so much about the local geology, geography, and glaciology (the
study of glaciers)—it was all fascinating.
Mr Palmer was also knowledgeable about the history of the area, telling us about Isambard
Kingdom Brunel’s ship, SS Great Britain, which was rescued from the Falklands and brought back
to Bristol. We also heard about the ill-fated Shackleton expedition to the polar cap and that there is
a particular ceremony performed when visiting his grave. There were photographs of clouds,
whales, penguins and seals, and it was all very engaging and absorbing.
Our meeting on Wednesday 11th January at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre will be a talk by Judith
Hawksworth from the Citizens Advice Bureau.
Why not join us?
The committee hopes that everyone has an enjoyable time at Christmas, and we send our best
wishes for 2017.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
How does the autumn wildlife garden make me feel, and why?
The world seems to be closing in a little since the clocks went back an hour, the nights are drawing
in, we are consolidating, and stocking up for Christmas and the New Year. What is actually going
on though?
In general I think we are cosying up, or as the Danes would say, “We are experiencing the hygge
effect.” What is hygge? Well, it’s more of an experience and a feeling of cosiness and togetherness
with those around us and our environment.
The autumn reds and yellows are warming colours, like a woollen blanket or a log fire. We are
hunter-gatherers genetically, so we naturally stock up and hunker down for the coming winter. The
wildlife in your garden is doing much the same thing.
Newts are now hiding away under the leaf litter, and there is a whole world of life going on under
the leaves in autumn and winter as it can be a couple of degrees warmer under them. So don’t rake
up every leaf you see, because it shelters wildlife also trying to enjoy the hygge effect.
Butterflies like to stock up in autumn, so a sweet boost will help them no end, and some need the
energy to see them into hibernation. Squashed bananas and apples ferment and ooze in the
sunshine. Red admiral, painted lady and comma butterflies should find them. When they do, they’re
likely to stay for hours and then return day after day—so don’t tidy all the rotting fruit away.
Enjoy the last few warm days out in the garden but also give yourself chance to enjoy snuggling up
indoors to recharge your batteries. It’s not by accident that we feel like hibernating to at this time of
year. Go with it and enjoy it. It’s all part of the natural cycle of wildlife gardeners everywhere.

10

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

11

12

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk—Kennington’s very own community café
The Apple Café will host a number of events in December.
Saturday 3rd: Christmas wreath making. Places will be offered for a small charge to cover
materials. Please email rachel@applecafe.co.uk if you are interested in joining in or visit our Apple
Café Facebook page.
Saturday 10th: Music Maestros will perform some of their festive tunes!
Saturday 17th: A visit from Father Christmas himself!
— The Apple Café Team, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk
Apple Café, St Swithun’s Church Hall. Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm.

Kennington Cancer Fund
Our grateful thanks to all who donated to our fund in memory of Barbara Boyne.
The total raised was £728.80.

Friends of St Swithun’s School
The disco divas of St Swithun’s School really raised the roof at the FOSS disco
on 11th November. The event was sold out, and everyone had a great time
dancing the night away (including some parents who showed they have some
funky moves to rival their offspring!). The event raised more than £900, which is
an amazing result. All of the money will go towards funding school projects, so a
huge thank you to everyone who came along, and particularly those who helped
out with organizing the event. Watch this space for details of the next disco next year!
We have some fantastic events coming up before Christmas, so we hope you’ll join us for some
festive cheer! On Friday 2nd, we’re holding our ever-popular quiz. The event has a fantastically
festive theme, with 6 rounds of Xmas brainteasers, a cash bar, and a special Yuletide feast, all
included with your £5 ticket. So if you know your Donner from your Blitzen, grab your best
Christmas jumper, and get down to St Swithun’s School KS2 hall from 7:30 pm. You never know,
Santa might even put in an appearance…
The next day, Saturday 3rd, we’re hosting our Christmas Market in the KS2 hall at the school, from
11 am to 2 pm. This is a great opportunity to support the school while enjoying a brilliant festive
shopping experience. The elves have been working hard, and we have a superb range of local
producers selling a variety of Christmas gifts and goods.
Thanks to everyone who has supported FOSS throughout 2016—it’s been our best year ever, and
we’re so grateful for all of your help and generosity. We’re looking forward to a busy and fun-filled
2017, so why not make a New Year’s resolution to get involved? We’re always on the lookout for
helpers, both with planning and organizing, and at our events themselves. If you’d like to find out
more, just drop us a line at friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com.
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Kennington History Society
In October we had a most thoroughly researched talk by Julie Ann Godson on the tale of a local
fisherman’s daughter who married an Irish Peer and became a Viscountess. Her granddaughter
married the Duke of Marlborough. It was very well received.
Currently for November we are looking forward to a talk by George Ross on the history of
Kennington Parish Council, which celebrates its 80 th anniversary. Knowing George it should be
good.
Finally for 19th December we are expecting a talk by Mark Davies on “Daniel Harris and Oxford
Goaler Extraordinaire.” All talks commence at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church Hall off Upper
Road. All are welcome; non-members are charged £2.50. Tea and coffee are available afterwards,
for which donations are requested.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Kennington Festival Group
I am pleased to report that over the last year our membership has increased.
We have said a sad farewell to some, but we have happy memories of them.
If you would like to join us for a social afternoon you will be very welcome to come along. We are
a friendly bunch of people.
We had a very good lunch at the The Tandem in October and were pleased that Ryan and Lucy
allowed us to stay there for our usual afternoon meeting instead of having to go over to the Village
Hall.
Our last meeting this year is on Monday 13 th when we will celebrate with a Christmas tea and glass
of sherry.
Sending you all good wishes for Christmas and the New Year.
Our next meetings are on Mondays:
5th December, 2–4 pm
19th December, 2-4:30 pm
9th January, 2–4 pm
If you have mobility problems, we have a team of voluntary Drivers who will bring you and take
you back home. Please ring or email me.
— Margaret, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Good Neighbours
We are a Team of Volunteers who offer help to all, especially the elderly, who are residents of
Kennington.
Where there is a genuine need we can transport those without to local Hospitals, Health Centre,
Dentist, local shops and other amenities.
Visit the lonely or housebound on a social basis.
If you or someone you know would like someone to visit please do get in touch.
If you are interested, please contact Margaret on 01865 730353 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
for more information and an informal meeting.
14
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Rosalie Whiteley
It was with great sorrow and indeed shock that we heard of the sudden death of Rosalie Whiteley
on 18th October. She had been at Church the previous Sunday handing out cups of tea after the
service as usual. For her to be snatched away from us so unexpectedly was hard to take in.
Rosalie had come to Kennington in 1968 and moved into her new house in Cranbrook Drive with
her father. She had just been appointed Head of the Junior School near Iffley Turn. A few years
later the school was burnt down, and she was responsible for the move to Lark Rise, which she
named, just off the Iffley Road. There she did a wonderful job until her retirement 20 years later.
Once retired, she threw herself into the life of the village. She joined the afternoon Kennington
Link WI and later became its President. She and her father were lifelong Methodists, and she soon
took on various positions in the Church. She was a member of Church Council, where she made a
deep impression, and later on she took on the office of Church Steward and Pastoral Visitor.
All this sounds serious, but Rosalie had a keen sense of humour. She was usually surrounded by
laughter, and her ability to stifle it was not always successful! There was usually a twinkle in her
eye, and her joyful voice, especially on the phone, was a great antidote for a dark Monday morning.
Rosalie was a delightful person to know, always interested in you. She was always in conversation
with any newcomers who turned up at Church. She loved children although she never had any of
her own. She was a keen photographer, and some of her photos won places in the WI calendar and
the Methodist Recorder newspaper. She was often to be found in the Oxford Botanic Gardens with
her camera. Her montages in the Church vestibule were a constant inspiration to all viewers.
There is so much more that could be said about Rosalie. But one thing is sure. Her life was lived in
the assurance of her Christian faith. A great believer in prayer, she knew her Lord and loved sharing
that faith with others. We shall all miss her. But we know she is happy with the Lord she served. All
our lives have been enriched by knowing her. Thank you, Rosalie, for sharing your life with us.
— Trevor Cowlett.

KADS News
Sinbad the Sailor: Kennington's family pantomime
Tickets are on sale for Sinbad the Sailor! All tickets are £5 for the first performance,
then £8.50 adults, £6.50 concessions, £25 family ticket of four (to include one adult) for
the remaining performances. Under 5’s go free (on laps). See page 32.
To book tickets, please contact Kay in the Box Office 01865 739025 or antipants67@gmail.com.
There will also be a pop-up Box Office at the St Swithun’s School Christmas Market on Saturday
3rd, so come along and get your tickets and maybe meet some of the cast!
Performance dates and times for January
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Friday
Saturday

20th
21st
22nd
27th
28th

2 pm
2 pm
2 pm

7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

Afternoon performances fill up quickly, so book your tickets early!
Also, each year the society chooses a local charity to support, and this time we will be collecting
for Kennington Scouts and Guides.
You can find out more about the show on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
There is no event during December. The Committee wishes all members a very happy
Christmas and New Year.
Update: Eradication of Polio: Crocus Planting Initiative.
Following November’s Newsletter entry, several members of the Society joined forces with
members of Oxford Isis Rotary Club and pupils of St Swithun’s School in planting 5,000 crocus
bulbs at various locations in the village as part of a Rotary and the Royal Horticultural Society
promotion to eradicate polio. Called Purple4Polie, Rotary has been helping the worldwide initiative
to eliminate Polio for nearly 30 years and it is almost gone; so one last effort is required. For more
information on the initiative visit www.rotaryfoundation1090.org and follow the links.
Chester & Southport Flower Show 16th–21st August 2017
We are pleased to advise that next year’s holiday will be to Southport Flower Show, with a full
supporting itinerary. Accommodation has been booked at the four-star Queen Hotel Chester for five
nights. The dates are 16th–21st August 2017 inclusive. At the time of going to press, bookings
become available on 27th November, and the take-up is unknown though anticipated to be high.
Telephone enquiries to check availability can be made to 01865 730961.
Wednesday 25th January 2017, 7:30 pm, Village Centre
Once again we will be running the social evening with a wine and cheese supper. Members only.
There will be a quiz, a short game of bingo, photographs from 2016 and plenty of opportunity to
swap gardening stories.
One to watch: Wednesday 22nd February 2017, 7:30 pm, Village centre
An Illustrated talk by Marilyn Farr, entitled “Flora and Fauna of Northern Chile.”

Kennington Link WI
The President, Sheila Prior, welcomed members to the meeting before relating the
shocking news of Rosalie Whiteley’s sudden death. Rosalie had been President several
times, was a dual President this year, and had worked very hard for us. She will be sorely
missed, both for her abilities and as a friend. A donation has been sent to the County Bursary fund.
Matters Arising: We had enjoyed the Group Meeting. Various official forms had been completed
and returned. Last month’s tea money amounted to £14.60, and this has been sent as a contribution
to the Denman Fund.
Correspondence: There was an invitation from the Methodist Church to their Carol Service on 18 th
December. A letter of thanks had been received from the Kennington Chronicle for our recent
donation. There was also information regarding the AGM in Liverpool next June.
David Holt gave an interesting talk entitled Vincent: his Life and Art. Vincent had a very difficult
life, suffering periods of melancholy, and depended very much on his brother Theo. He loved the
poor and peasants and was very focused on whatever he was doing. We heard that he had various
jobs and moved around Europe a great deal. It was only ten years before he died at the age of 37
that he started painting, and his most famous pictures were painted during the last five years. There
is much speculation as to how his ear was cut off and whether he committed suicide. David’s talk
was illustrated by slides showing a selection of Vincent’s best known pictures, and Christine
Ravenscroft sincerely thanked him for sharing his considerable knowledge and interest with us.
The next meeting will be on 7 th when Linda Andrews will speak on The History of Hats. There
will be a SALES TABLE at this meeting and all contributions will be most welcome.
18
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Sandford Hydro update from Low Carbon Hub
Huge apologies to everyone affected by the noise from recent piling work. We’re really
sorry that it had to be done as part of the project to return the Lasher Weir to historic
role as a provider of clean energy. We did what we could to minimise the noise,
working with our contractors, though we appreciate that it still was loud at times.
We’ve also put our heads together with the contractors to come up with a way to open the footpath
across the field again, while still complying with our Health & Safety obligations. The main
concern had been the safety of people and their dogs, with the construction traffic on the temporary
road. Our contractors will now be driving at reduced speed.
Look out for new notices with the revised footpath map, or download it from our dedicated
Sandford Hydro Project Updates web page: www.lowcarbonhub.org/sandford-hydro-projectupdates. We’ll keep that page up to date as the project progresses. You can also sign up to
occasional e-newsletters about just the Sandford Hydro project at eepurl.com/cnK4qn.
We expect all works to be completed by summer 2017.

Putting it on paper
Third in a new series by Becca Heddle, Writer and editor, 01865 326508, becca.heddle@btinternet.com
In November, I spent some wonderful time at Dorchester Abbey, running writing workshops for
primary school parties visiting the Narnia exhibition. It was a privilege to be able to harness the
children’s enthusiasm, asking questions and encouraging them to find suitable answers in order to
create a story of their own.
We asked ‘who’ to create a character for their story, ‘where’ for location or setting ideas, and so on,
building a framework that the children could use for their creations. They came up with a wide
range of answers, some inspired by their surroundings, and some from things they had read, seen or
played with (an adventure in X-Box land, anyone?)—but even when two or more children had very
similar answers to the questions, the stories that they started to write were quite different from each
other. Whatever the raw material we start with, each of us will write something different, simply
because we are not all the same.
Not many adults write stories regularly, but writing is always a very individual thing—no one else
would say the same things in exactly the same way as you. But of course you do need to be sure
what you want to say in the first place. Maybe you want to write notes to go in some Christmas
cards—although maybe you’re more organised than me and have already done them. Maybe you
have a letter to write, an important email to send or phone call to make—even if it’s not going to
end up in writing, asking yourself questions and noting the answers is a great way to make sure you
get in everything you need or want to say.
Making notes can be really important. As I said to the children, it’s great to have ideas, but when
you’ve got them, trap them on paper so that they will still be there when you need them. It’s a rare
thing to have the time to do a task from beginning to end in one go, so it’s crucial to make sure our
ideas don’t evaporate into thin air. In practical terms, it can save you time too.
Just in case ideas strike when you’re sleepy, keep a pen and paper by your bed. This saves me a lot
of getting up and hunting down what I need—or trusting myself not to forget and then waking
frustrated in the morning. There are few feelings as tantalising as knowing you had an idea—or
remembered something you had to do—and that you have lost it.
So whatever the idea, ask yourself questions and trap the answers—then you can decide to use the
notes or let them go, but you get to make that choice. The Nobel-prize-winning chemist and writer
Linus Pauling said, “The way to get good ideas is to get lots of ideas, and throw the bad ones
away.”
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs are giving two performances of PATIENCE by
Gilbert & Sullivan in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on Friday 2nd & Saturday 3rd at
7:30 pm. There will be the usual array of principals, and the chorus will be in good voice, as
always. There is no entry charge, but the charity at Christmas time is always Action for Children.
This year we are supporting the Children’s Centres in Buckinghamshire. Sadly, the Oxfordshire
centres are being closed. It will be exciting this year because we hope to reach the fantastic total of
half a million pounds since we started in 1974.
If you want an evening of superb music; if you want an evening of comedy and delight; don’t miss
PATIENCE. But come early as seating is limited.
— Trevor Cowlett

KOA
www.koa.org.uk
Breaking Records: There was an excellent turn out at the KOA Annual General Meeting (AGM)
on 9th November. Clive Rogers announced that the total funds raised in 2016 came to £28,815.42
including gift aid. Divided between the three charities that were to be supported in 2016 gave each
one £9,605.14!
Keith Budgen accepted the cheque on behalf of the Nasio Trust, and said that KOA funding had
been critical in facilitating the production and use of Spirulina for improvement of the nutritional
status of the vulnerable children whom they supported. Keith shared the wonderful news that they
had received an order for copies of the Spirulina cookbook from an Australian-based health food
group. Nasio hopes that our project will help them to be self-sufficient in West Kenya by 2021.
Children’s Radio Foundation: Katie Abbots shared the exciting news that the unique partnership
of collaborative activities with Standing Voices planned for 2016 had undertaken training of young
Albinos in Tanzania as youth reporters. They would be working with the CRF project in Mwanza.
Lunch 4 Learning Chris Shrivener said that the charity is focusing on the construction of water
tanks and parent-led gardens. The charity is now moving towards drip irrigation schemes and is
devolving responsibility to the group in Uganda.
Kennington through KOA is indeed helping people to help themselves!
The meeting reviewed highlights of the year including the launch of the new logo of the KOA, the
launch of the Spirulina cookbook and the United Choirs concert, which raised the biggest chunk of
funds for the year. Sylvia Vetta thanked all members of the executive committee for their hard work
during the year and announced that she would be stepping down from the Chairmanship in 2017—
after 16 years of playing this role! Brenda Groth and Marilyn Farr will lead KOA in 2017 towards
its 50th anniversary in 2018. They will share the role of chair and will be joined on the executive
committee by High Fleming, Sylfest Muldal and Laila Ismail Khan.
The First Meeting of 2017 will be in St Swithun’s Hall on Wednesday 11 th January at 8 pm.
Do come! Discussion will focus on selection for 2017 funding of one of the three charity proposals
we have received. You can read them on www.koa.org.uk. Please join us in January to select the
project or 2017.
Chair: Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, sylviavetta@gmail.com
Publicity Secretary: Laila Ismail Khan, 07880 972664, lismailkhan@yahoo.com
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
Free Christmas Events for the Under 5s
Please note that dates are earlier in the month than usual.
Christmas Rhyme Time: Monday 5th, 2–2:30 pm
Christmas Story Time: Wednesday 14th, 10:30–11:30 am
For each of these events please collect your free ticket at the library so that we can ensure we
have enough small gifts for each child who attends.
Wednesday 7th: Book Share and Mulled Wine
This month it is your turn to tell us about your favourite reads of 2016.
Please come and, if you would like to, be ready to tell us about two
books. You will also hear the choices of the authors who have spoken
to us during the year. You might pick up some ideas for Christmas
presents! We shall start serving coffee and mulled wine from 10:30 am,
and swap book ideas between 11 and noon. Do come and join us!
Caribbean Gala Night
At the time of going to press this event is yet to happen, and thank you to all those who are working
so hard to make it a success. Euton Daley is kindly giving his time, and we are grateful to all others,
whether they are providing food, entertainment or raffle prizes.
Friends’ Website Relaunch
Please visit our updated website www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
You will find up-to-date information about events, opening times, etc.
Christmas Closing
The library will close at 7 pm on Friday 23rd and reopen at 10 am on Wednesday 4th January.
(Abingdon, Banbury, Bicester, Oxford Castle, Didcot, Henley, Thame, Wantage and Witney
libraries are open between Wednesday 28th and 31st December.)
There will be extended loan times for both books and DVDs issued at Kennington, so
look out for details in the library!
All the staff and volunteers wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New
Year, and we will look forward to seeing you all in January!
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.
Chairman: Pamela Allen
Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Scouts
Kennington’s Kaleidoscope of ‘K’olour
The skies above Kennington were lit up with a
kaleidoscope of colour on bonfire night for the 40 th
Oxford Scouts annual fireworks display. We were blessed
with a clear, crisp night, and it seemed like half the
village turned out to enjoy an amazing spectacle of
pyrotechnic magic alongside our towering bonfire,
complete with an array of guys created by our talented
Scout troop. We hope you all saw our special Waterfall
firework! There were plenty of options to stay warm with
our popular burgers and hot dogs, toasted marshmallows and, of course, mulled wine. This great
community event brought together young and old, well-established residents and newcomers to
Kennington, while raising funds for our Scout group.

Around 80 young people are currently part of the Scouting adventure in Kennington, experiencing
a huge range of exciting activities like backwoods cooking, night hiking, canoeing, camping, scuba
diving and building hot air balloons. Back at base, some of the money raised from this year’s
fireworks will go towards a long-planned refurbishment of the Scout Hut kitchen, which will
benefit all of our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, as well as those who hire the hut for events. Thank you
to all those who came to the fireworks display to support us, to the villagers who kindly offered us
wood for our bonfire, and to our team of hard-working volunteers (45 of them) who made it all
happen.
Remembrance Day Parade
As usual the Colours of the
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
joined what seemed like most
of the village to parade and
commemorate the fallen of
this Village at the War
Memorial on Sunday 13th
November. All paraded and
sang beautifully on this
reflective occasion.
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining, we have a waiting list
for kids, but plenty of space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
Lastly, we take this opportunity to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year from
all those in Scouting.
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Memorial Field: Many thanks to all those who turned out at the Memorial Field on 29 th October to
help clear the scrub. Rachel from Oxford Preservation Trust was thrilled with the turnout; 32 people
helped and hopefully had an enjoyable morning. The next session will be on Saturday 25 th February
—you will be reminded near the date. In the meantime, Oxford Preservation Trust will do other
work in the field, including clearing some of the brambles along the residential boundaries.
Dog Mess: I have been asked by a local resident to yet again remind dog owners of their
responsibilities, as dog mess would still seem to be an issue around the village. The Council takes
dog fouling very seriously as dog mess is not only unpleasant but also it spreads disease, which can
cause illness and even blindness.
Under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996, a person who is in charge of a dog must clean up after
it when it fouls any footpath, highway, verge or other open space to which the public has access. It
is therefore a crime to allow a dog to foul in any public area without clearing it up. Those that fail
to do so could face a fixed penalty notice of £50 or prosecution.
There are plenty of litter bins in the village, all of which can be used for dog mess. Please use them.
Grants: At its November meeting, the Council granted £500 to the Oxfordshire South and Vale
Citizens Advice as a contribution toward its annual running costs. The Council also gave a £850
donation to The Royal British Legion’s 2016 Poppy Appeal.
Changes to your recycling services: Vale of White Horse District Council’s contractor Biffa will
only empty green wheelie bins if the recycling in them is loose or in clear sacks. Despite a recent
campaign to raise awareness of the issue, food waste, dirty nappies, and other items Biffa can’t
recycle are still contaminating whole truckloads of recycling. When these are put into recycling
bins in black or coloured sacks they’re not spotted until it’s too late.
If there’s a sack in a recycling bin and the waste crews can’t see what’s in it, they won’t empty it.
The best option is to put your recycling in loose. If you would prefer to use clear sacks, you can
buy them from most major supermarkets and hardware stores.
If you have any questions, please contact Biffa on 03000 610 610 or at admin.vale@biffa.co.uk.
For more details and to take a look at the District Council’s video to see what happens when
contamination gets into the recycling please see youtu.be/ycwHKZ3-3vY or go to the Vale of White
Horse District Council’s website www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
On behalf of the Parish Council may I wish everyone a healthy and happy Christmas and a peaceful
new year.
Dates of Council Meetings: December
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
Finance Committee
7:30 pm
8 pm
7:30 pm
Thursday 8th
Tuesday 6th
Thursday 1st
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Citizens Advice Bureau: Fake genealogy scam
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) —
www.caox.org.uk
Scams in all forms can cause misery, ill-health, loss of confidence and selfesteem, and ruin lives. Citizens Advice calls on everyone to be vigilant and not to fall victim to
scammers’ tactics: cold calls; high-pressure sales; automated voicemails asking for people’s
personal details; spoofed email addresses; fake websites; fraudulent payment services; and more.
Scammers also use the latest fads like genealogy or the reclaiming of payment protection insurance
(PPI), and set up a special traps.
Genealogy scammers, hiding behind the gauzy curtain of the Internet, contact people at random,
expressing the desire to help them “trace their inheritance”.
One such company contacted a client by letter, offering to trace deceased relatives who had died
intestate so that an inheritance could be claimed from the deceased person’s estate. The company
said that it would take a proportion of the proceeds from the search in order to cover its costs. The
client gave the company her original birth certificate, pension statements, and details of all relatives
known to her. In due course the company informed the client that a distant cousin had died, leaving
an estate. Power of attorney was given to a second company and the client was promised payment
after the relatives had been contacted. At this point a police investigation intervened and the matter
was taken no further, but her birth certificate was never returned. You can easily see that, without
the police intervention, the case could have been much, much worse.
Citizens Advice has these key tips if you think a scammer has contacted you:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Contacted out of the blue? Be wary!
If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.
Don’t be rushed: resist pressure to make a decision right away.
Never send money to anyone you don’t know.
Don’t suffer in silence—speak out about your experiences. You aren’t the only one.

What can you do when you are contacted by a suspected fraudster?
➢
➢
➢

Get advice from Citizens Advice consumer service on 03454 040506.
Report scams or suspected scams to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040.
Tell your family, friends and neighbours about it.

Please share this information with others, especially those who you think might be especially
vulnerable to scams.
For further help, drop in to your local Citizens Advice. Locations and opening hours of Citizens
Advice offices in Oxfordshire South and Vale can be found on www.caox.org.uk.

RNLI fund-raising coffee morning
Grace Seccombe and her daughter Linda extend their warmest thanks to all who attended the
annual coffee morning fund-raiser for the RNLI held on 24th September at 13 Edward Road.
The morning (which included the obligatory raffle and sales table!) raised £101.60 for the RNLI.
As usual, there was a table laden with a large variety of home baked cakes and scones, and the
beautiful sunny weather meant that people could spill out into the garden to enjoy them! Thanks for
supporting this very worthy cause.
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
Topping and Tailing the Autumn Term
It hardly seems possible that, by the time this edition of the Chronicle comes through
your door, we will be into December and the start of Christmas in a primary school; arguably,
there’s no better place to be! Our reports this month (below) come from Willow Class about the
project with which we started the school year, and Poplar Class, where the children are definitely
looking forward to Christmas.
From all of us in school, we wish all Chronicle readers a very merry Christmas and a peaceful New
Year.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

Looking forward to Christmas
In Key Stage 1 we have started to look forward to and get ready for Christmas. We have been
learning about how Christians believe that Jesus was sent to earth to make it a better place, so that
people were peaceful and kind, and always acted with courtesy, consideration and respect (just like
we try to in our school). That’s why we celebrate Christmas (although we do like the presents… a
lot!).
We celebrate Christmas in many different ways at St Swithun’s. We have been practising the songs
and beginning to learn our lines for the production of Lights, Camel, Action!, which is a traditional
nativity story told with a bit of Strictly Come Dancing for a bit of razzmatazz! In assemblies we
also light the candles on the advent crown, and in our ‘Open the Book’ assemblies and class
worship we listen to the Christmas Bible stories. We have a special Christmas dinner in the hall
with the teachers (roast turkey and the all the trimmings—yum!). We also have our own Christingle
service at school; sometimes Father Christmas even visits us too.
Christmas is an exciting and very special time at St Swithun’s. We hope that you have a happy and
healthy Christmas with all of the people that you love!
— Love from Poplar Class

Inspired by the Hunt
At St Swithun’s School we started our new school year with a whole school project called Take
One Picture. The project was linked to the Ashmolean Museum. Each class in the school studied
one of the famous paintings in the Ashmolean and then did writing and artwork inspired by our
painting. We also had the opportunity to go to the Ashmolean and see our painting for real!
Everyone in Willow class, who are Years 5 and 6, was inspired by ‘The Hunt in the Forest’ by
Paulo Uccello. He was an Italian artist who painted an amazing medieval hunting scene. When we
visited the painting we found out that he painted it onto wood and that he mixed egg yolk with his
paints to give them a glossy finish. We were certainly surprised with how bright and vibrant the
colours were after more than 400 years!
Continued/…
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…/Continued
When we were at the museum, each of us wrote a line of poetry about the hunt and what it might
have felt like to be there at the time. Back at school, each of us improved these lines and then put
them together as a class to create a class poem. Here is our poem; we are very proud of it.
Our Hunt in the Forest
At last—the day of the hunt is here
Proud to be in the hunt
Worried—don’t want to let anyone down
The crumbling ancient ruins of a once famous castle—far behind us now
Trees waving like giants guarding the forest
The gleam of silver spears spotted through the trees,
Horses stamp angrily, eager to gallop.
The glint of silver stars overhead,
The ghostly smile of the silver moon.
Matted horsehair clutched between my fingers
Intimidating screams of men on horseback,
Yelling blood curdling insults.
Dogs bark viciously,
Beautiful horses disappearing into the trees all around me.
Rotting carcasses of trees lying dead on the ground.
At war with myself,
Remorseful, devastated, apprehensive.
Feel like a criminal.
Exhilarated.
Excited and fierce.
Exhausted—hunting all day long.
Distraught
Fierce and happy—I am the leader.
Important and empowered
Stars shine down upon the field of death.
We are very proud of this poem because it shows the mixture of feelings that we thought the
hunters would have about taking part in the hunt. As part of the project we debated the subject of
hunting, and we hope the poem shows you how we feel about it.
During the project we also learnt how to draw horses—see some of our pictures on a display in the
entrance hall and in Willow classroom itself. We also painted a gigantic version of the hunt which
has now taken over half of our classroom! We wrote our own poems and imagined that we were
one of the characters in the painting and wrote diary entries. We were amazed what we had
achieved in just three weeks!
Best of all we invited our families into school to see the results of all of hard work during the
project. They were full of compliments.
It looks like we really were inspired by the hunt!
— Willow Class journalists: Larni and Lydia
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 pm on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 pm on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 pm
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 am
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
December
Fri
Sat
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Tue
Wed
Sun

2
3
3
4
5
6
7
8
10
13
14
18

7:30 pm

Patience by Gilbert & Sullivan

Methodist Church

11 am–2 pm
6 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 for 8 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
10:30 am
2–4 pm
Mon 19
7:45 pm
Sat 24 3 pm
Sun 25 9:30 am

Christmas Market
Carols around the Christmas Tree
Festival Group
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI: Hats and their History
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh: PWO Works 07886 804220
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy: Christmas Special
Kennington WI Christmas Meeting
Carol Service
Festival Group
Kenn. History Society: Oxford Jailor Extraordinaire
Christmas Eve Holy Communion
Christmas Day Short Family Service

St Swithun’s School Hall
Memorial
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church

Tue
Tue
Thu
Tue

January
Parish Council Planning
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Meeting
Parish Council Planning

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre

3
10
12
24

8 pm
10 am
7:30 pm
8 pm
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