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SINBAD AND HIS FAIR PRINCESS
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starting Friday 20th.
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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Following Pam McKellen’s retirement, please ring the Parish Office with any enquiries

01235 554739
Associate Clergy

Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
Rev Peter Stanway 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall 9:25 am
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590
St Swithun’s Guild 4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933
CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group) 9:30 am
3rd Sunday Messy Church in Church 9:25 am

Morning Prayer in Church Hall 9:30 am
2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday only Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursdays Communion 10:30 am
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

Kennington Health Centre...................www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk..............01865 730911
NHS Direct..........................................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk....................................................111
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).............................................................................................101
Area PCSO Jamie Moya-Flood C8084 (not 24 hours)..............................................07816 341327
Parish Clerk: Anne Feather.................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings.........peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.........07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults) .........................................................................0800 317802
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.......bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209
What can I recycle?.............................http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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At Christmas 1939, in a time of great uncertainty, the young Princess Elizabeth handed her father a
poem by Minnie Louise Haskins. King George V1 quoted it in his Christmas broadcast. It began:

“And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: ‘Give me a light that I may tread safely
into the unknown’.”

As  we  start  a  new year  we  too  all  face  the  unknown—and the  unexpected.  Who could  have
predicted a year ago that in 2016 Theresa May would become PM and Jeremy Corbyn leader of the
Labour Party? Or Britain voting to leave the EU and Donald Trump being elected President of the
USA? Or Leicester City finishing top of the Premier League and Andy Murray number one in the
tennis rankings?

There will without doubt be further unexpected events on the wider scale in 2017. There will also
be the unexpected in our own personal lives. There will be joys. There will be sadnesses. There will
be  births  and there  will  be deaths.  There  will  be change and there  will  be  uncertainties.  And
uncertainties are hard to deal with. Julius Caesar is reputed to have told the soldiers scouting for
him, “I don’t mind if you come back with information that the enemy are three times as many as us
and that they all much bigger men. I can deal with facts. I can’t deal with uncertainty.”

How will you and I handle the uncertainties ahead? For me, who can get as apprehensive as the
next person, I am going to seek to put my trust in a God who promised his followers, “I will never
leave you nor forsake you… I will be with you always… Fear not for I am with you.”

That was the message which Minnie Loise Haskins’s poem presented. The verse quoted by King
George VI went on, “And he replied: ‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of
God. That shall be better than a light and safer than a known way.’

“So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.”

Plans to recruit a new Vicar are under way. We hope to advertise in the next month or so, maybe
interview in March and have a new person in the post in the Summer. The C of E wheels tend to
grind slowly!

Those  of  us  clergy  who  seek  to  hold  the  fort  in  the  benefice  of  Radley,  Kennington  and
Sunningwell—Alison,  Glynis and me—join in wishing you a very happy, and not too uncertain,
New Year.

— Rev Tony Rogerson
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Services in January

Sun 1st 9:30 am Parish Communion

Sun 8th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 15th 9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in the Church

Hall

Sun 15th 9:30 am Messy Church

Sun 22nd 9:30 am  Christians  Together  in
Kennington:  United  Communion Service
for the Week of prayer for Christian Unity

6:30 pm Compline

Sun 29tb 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Songs  of  Praise  in

Kennington

On Thursday Mornings there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 am, except for Thursday 5th

when there will be a service of Morning Prayer at 10:30 am.

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).

On the third Sunday of each month we have Messy Church. This month Messy Church will be on
the  15th.  There  will  be  craft  activities  that  help  people  encounter  Jesus  as  Lord  and

Saviour.  We  use  hands-on  activities  to  explore  Bible  stories,  to  reflect  a  God  of
creativity. As well as doing things together we eat breakfast, have a chat and have a short
time of worship. It starts at 9:30 am and usually finishes by 11. If you want to know

more, come along and sample it! You would be very welcome.

Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner to help you with private prayer. You are also welcome
to come in and enjoy the grounds.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Parish Priest: Father Daniel Lloyd
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: dlloyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington
Oxford Email:
OX3 8AX minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

SERVICES IN JANUARY

1st 10:30 am We shall  have a  Local  Arrangement Service  led by  Andrew  Dunsdon and
Members of the Congregation. Come and join us to welcome in the New Year.

8th 10:30 am We welcome Alistair Jackson, from East Oxford, to lead our Morning Worship.

15th 10:30 am Covenant Sunday. Our Annual Methodist Covenant Service will led by our
own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies.

22nd 9:30 am  Sunday in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. We’ll be having an early
start  to  our  worship  today  as  we  meet  at  9:30 am  at  St  Swithun’s  Parish
Church  for an Ecumenical Service to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity. There will be NO service in the Methodist Church at 10:30 am.

29th 10:30 am Our Morning Service will be led by Alan Turner-Smith, from Ludgershall.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Monday 2nd.  MN8. The monthly  Bible Study at  8 pm at the Church. This is  a time of lively,
informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of contemporary issues
and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.

The Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group will meet on Tuesday 17th at 2:30 pm at
the home of Dilys Cale, 69 Upper Road. There is a welcome to all.

Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 18th at 10:30 am. This is an
informal service beginning with a hymn, a reading from the Bible to see how its message can apply
to us today. Lastly, there are prayers for our community and the world. All are welcome.

COFFEE MORNING in the Methodist Church Tuesday 10th from 10 am. Bring & Buy Stalls
available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new? You will be
most welcome. The December Coffee Morning raised £143.46. Our February Coffee Morning
will be held on Tuesday 14th February at 10 am.

HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs’ two performances of  Patience  by  Gilbert &
Sullivan in the Methodist Church Hall at the beginning of December raised the wonderful total of
£10,043.65 for Action for Children. Money in the plates amounted to £1,043.65. There was a gift of
£7,000, and with Gift Aid we reached this marvellous total.

The mixture of music and comedy works so well, and the laughter and applause made the whole
thing an evening to be remembered.

On the Friday evening, the choirs reached the amazing total of £505,334.82 raised for charity since
they began in 1974. Over half a million pounds! A real mile-stone indeed. In the week previous,
the  concerts  at  Abingdon  and  Witney  raised  over  another  £1,100  for  Christian  Aid  and  the
Abingdon Bridge, which helps local teenagers in trouble. The choir also sang carols in the Oxford
Covered Market for an hour and raised almost £200 for Save the Children.

The Choirs are now preparing to rehearse the Dvořák Stabat Mater for their concert at Easter in
the Chapel of Exeter College. Rehearsals begin in the Methodist Church in Upper Road on Friday
6th at 7:45 pm. If you enjoy singing, and hard work, we would be more than pleased to welcome
you. There are copies for hire and no auditions.

— Trevor Cowlett

Kennington Youth Club

Sadly  no  good  news  on  the  leadership  situation  to
report yet. We are still looking for someone to lead the
Youth Club, and after the disappointments of 2016, we
that hope 2017 will be a happier one for us.

Meanwhile at Kennington Youth Club it has not been
a time for standing still but an opportunity to rectify
areas of the Buildings that show the wear and tear of
five  years  of  happy  usage.  Consequently,  as  a
committee we are so grateful to Ruth King, John Maine, Mark Horseman, and David Jones who
volunteered to repaint large areas that needed it.  They have started well,  and have promised to
return in this New Year to apply finishing touches.

Our lighting in the Jordan Hall was in sore need of attention. Over-zealous young footballers had
miskicked so often that the ceiling looked as if it had taken a direct hit in a war zone. However,
thanks to Kennington's DE Electrical it now as good as new—and at a very reasonable price too.

In times when trying to find ways of keeping youth work alive in the village are so difficult and
frustrating, to have friends like these is so encouraging.

Thanks all of you—now all we need is a leader to make the empty buildings live again please!

— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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1st Kennington Guides

This term the Guides have taken part in a variety of winter-themed activities
including looking at Christmas traditions, performing our own mini pantomimes, cooking stuffed
potato skins and making peppermint creams and chocolate truffles.

Many thanks to Dick Tracey from South Central Ambulance Service for teaching us first aid. We
were delighted that the Chair  of the Parish Council  came to
present our certificates.

We took part  in  the  slightly  damp but  thoroughly  enjoyable
Abingdon Division night hike and camp fire, and the District
trip  to  “Christmas  at  Blenheim”  to  see  the  lights,  and  try
roasted chestnuts and toast marshmallows.

Term  finished  with  our  annual  festive  sleepover  with  party
games, Christmas craft and Rudolph pancakes!

Guides  is  for  all  girls  aged  10–14.  If  you’d  like  to  join  in  the  fun,  please  contact  Jo  on
07940 537992 or  kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website: www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Chester & Southport Flower Show 16th–21st August

This holiday is now fully subscribed with 14 members on a waiting list. However, occasionally
people drop out. If you wish to register an interest please telephone 01865 730961.

Wednesday 25th January, 7:30 pm at the Village Centre

Once again we will be running the social evening with a wine and cheese supper. Members only.
There will be a quiz, a game of bingo, photographs from 2016 and plenty of opportunity to swap
gardening stories.

Coming Up:

We welcome the return of two of our regular speakers, Marilyn Farr and Chris Ward.

On Wednesday 22nd February at 7:30 pm in the Village Centre, Marilyn will present an illustrated
talk of her experiences in South America, entitled “Flora and Fauna of Northern Chile”.

On Wednesday 22nd March at 7:30 pm in the Village Centre, Chris will present an illustrated talk
entitled “Orchids and Owls-not concrete Cows”. An intriguing title! Could this be something to do
with Milton Keynes?

Members £2, non-members £3. Refreshments complimentary.
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

The Christmas and New Year festivities are almost over for another year and it’s time
for us to look forward to 2017. Before we do, Elm Class will share with you the topic
that caught their imagination last term, when they were studying the books of Roald
Dahl. Many Chronicle readers will, I am sure, be familiar with these wonderful, funny and often
poignant books. This topic truly inspired the children; they made good progress in their learning as
a result, producing much high quality work. See page  37 for a report on making chocolate bars,
which was just one highlight!

This topic was a good example of our vision (‘Inspiring learning, nurturing aspiration’) in action
and is what we aim for all the time at St Swithun’s. So, now it’s time for new topics, new ways of
inspiring the children and of providing them with as many opportunities as we can to enable each
and every one to achieve their potential. A very happy New Year from all of us at St Swithun’s
Primary School.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

Kennington Festival Group

➢ Do you have a free Monday afternoon?

➢ Would you like some company?

➢ Would you like to meet some cheerful people?

➢ Have a chat?

➢ Enjoy a refreshing cup of tea and a piece of cake?

➢ Take part in a short game of Bingo or Scrabble?

WE WOULD LIKE TO MEET YOU

➢ We are friendly

➢ We are over 60

➢ We have volunteer drivers if you have mobility problems

WHERE Kennington Village Centre

WHEN every fortnight starting this month, Monday 9th

TIME 2–4 pm

CONTACT Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Kennington Women’s Institute

The President  welcomed everyone to our December meeting.  While  enjoying a
glass of wine or fruit juice we settled down to a game kindly provided by Miss
Gwyneth Thomas.

We then enjoyed mince pies and cakes with tea or coffee.  Another game followed, which Mrs
Yvonne Enock had organised, with Mrs Mary Tilston providing the piano music. We ended a joyful
evening by singing some Christmas carols.

Mrs Maureen Palma, our President, wished everyone a happy Christmas and peaceful New Year.

Our next meeting on Wednesday 11th will be a talk given by Judith Hawksworth from the Citizens
Advice Bureau. We meet at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre.

We do welcome visitors. Please come along.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

What’s Going On Under All That Winter Snow?

Garden wildlife often hibernates in the cold because food is rare, making life difficult in winter.

Many creatures hide under log and leaf piles, nestle into tree bark, or disappear into compost heaps
or  mud.  Some species,  such as  birds  and squirrels,  don’t  hibernate,  but  struggle,  using  up fat
reserves.

One of the more important things you might have done this year is plant some bushes that produce
flames of berries, ideal to feed the Winter birds. You can be sure that if you have, the birds will
gorge themselves on them.

Seeds for the birds don’t have to come in a plastic bag from the supermarket! Leave some shrubs
unpruned as those old flower heads will provide both shelter and a nutritious food source.

Having some ‘untidy’ vegetation—dead though it may be— also makes gardens more appealing
than seeing just snow everywhere on flat surfaces. Snow—what a pleasure it can give as it hangs
off the flower stems of your uncut perennial and shrubby plants. If the snow gets too deep, the
novelty soon wears off, but we can rest in the knowledge that those unpruned plants are providing
some shelter under all that snow. Once it melts you can get back out and tidy up in spring.

If it does snow this winter, give a thought for the wildlife covered in the white stuff. Think about
the shelter you can provide under the layers of snow as it falls.

If we are successful, much of the wildlife will return to shower us in much joy as it all starts to
reappear with the warmer days.

The older I get the shorter the seasons seem to be. How about you?
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Kennington Cancer Fund

Thank you to all who supported our Christmas Bazaar. A total of £1,231 was raised for the fund. A
cheque for £10,000 was presented to Prof Adrian Harris, which will purchase another piece of
greatly-needed equipment.

The Parish Council chose our fund to receive the collection of £290 when Father Christmas arrived
and the tree was illuminated—many thanks.

We look forward to seeing Old and New Friends at our Quiz Night in the Village Hall on Friday 3rd

February at 8 pm.

We hope you have had a Happy Christmas and wish you all a Prosperous New Year.

— Pearl Livett

Kennington Good Neighbours

The Village List for 2017–2019

This bright green booklet, produced by Kennington Good Neighbours, will be delivered to every
household in January. It contains information about:

➢ Churches

➢ Health

➢ Education

➢ Parish Matters

➢ Groups and Societies

➢ Local Traders who have sponsored the booklet

➢ Kennington Good Neighbours

Please do not throw away—keep it somewhere safe!

Thank you to our volunteer drivers and visitors; Peter Biggs and the Editor for compiling the list;
and all our delivers.

For more information or if you would like to become a volunteer, please contact Margaret Biggs.
01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Kennington Good Neighbours Transport

A warm  Thank You to all the drivers who have given up their time to take people to and from
medical appointments and more during 2016.

Your help is much appreciated and often invaluable.

— Dilys Cale, Transport organiser , 01865 739774
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Kennington Patient Participation Group
Contact the PPG on khcppg@gmail.com

Diabetes

Wednesday 1st February, 7:30 pm, Village Centre

The PPG will hold a free talk on diabetes on the first day of February.

Everyone is welcome. Just turn up; no booking required.

The speaker will be Perdy Van den Burg, the lead for the Community Specialist Nurses.

KOA
www.koa.org.uk

First Meeting of 2017 St Swithun’s Hall on Wednesday 11th at 8 pm

Everyone is welcome to the first meeting of KOA in the 49th year since
it was established! The Planning Meeting will  be no longer that 1½
hours.

Discussion will focus on the selection of one project to receive 2017 funding. We have received
three charity proposals. All three proposals build on projects previously funded by the KOA. You
can read the proposals in detail on our website www.koa.org.uk. Here is a summary.

Children’s Radio Foundation looks towards furthering the skills of the Mwanza young reporters
to  productively  engage  around  issues  of  child  sexual  abuse,  exploitation  and  violence,  and
increasing young people and community participation in sustained conversations on these issues.

NASIO Trust has proposed two interlinked projects to help break the cycle of poverty in a part of
western Kenya and complement the successful Spirulina Project. Specifically skills development of
NASIO staff and guardians to run their project self-sufficiently; and the provision of a borehole for
a reliable clean water supply for both the community and the project.

Standing Voice seeks funding to support the development of Stage 2 of their Vision programme
towards delivery of large-scale vision clinics and prescription of essential vision devices to ensure
that 1,150 people with albinism in Tanzania reach their education and professional aspirations. In
addition to vision care the project aims to empower children with albinism.

If you cannot attend the meeting, you are welcome to send a proxy vote (first and second choice) to
Clive Rogers at clive@cliverogers.co.uk. Please do come and support this unique organization.

Co-chair Brenda Groth 01865 739229 egroth@virginmedia.com
Co-chair Marilyn Farr 01865 326519 marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk
Publicity Secretary Laila Ismail Khan 07880 972664 lismailkhan@yahoo.com
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2016

Thank you Kennington!

We raised a total of £3983.98.

Thank  you,  all  volunteer  collectors  for  knocking  on  your  doors,  and  businesses  for  holding
collection boxes on behalf of the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.

— Alison Peedell

Kennington Link WI

Is there anything guaranteed to make WI Members feel more ladylike than a well-
styled hat? Our speaker, Linda Andrews, had brought along a selection of hats from
her  extensive  collection  and  spoke  to  us  about  their  history.  There  was  a  wide
variety from many different countries, ranging from an expensive Panama hat to an
Austrian Tyrolean felt hat, and a dazzlingly bright-coloured one from China. Easy to
identify  by  their  shape  were  the  Deerstalker,  an  Egyptian  Fez  and  a  Canadian
wartime Forage Cap.

We recalled that Jackie Kennedy was very fond of the pillbox shape, often decorated with luxuriant
feathers, but a lady’s Boudoir Cap (the forerunner of today’s hairnet) was thankfully beyond our
memories. It was agreed that Princess Di was responsible for the present revival of hats, and she did
look good in them.

Linda concluded her talk with the apt quotation, “Wearing a hat is the difference between looking
adequate and looking your best.” She received our sincere thanks for a very absorbing talk and was
presented with a beautiful bouquet of flowers.

Business matters

The meeting had commenced with the President welcoming one new member. A letter had been
received from Denman in response the donation sent in memory of Rosalie—a copy of her funeral
service  was  on  hand for  members  to  look  at.  Ann Coulter  gave  news  of  last  month’s  Group
Meeting.

Reminders

We were asked to complete the Resolutions Selection Forms (in the November/December issue of
WI Life) and  return them next month. Also, the envelopes, which have been distributed for next
year’s WI subscriptions are due back in January.

As usual, the Christmas Sales Table was well supported,  and members browsed happily before
making their purchases. After seasonal refreshments a ballot was taken to see if we would like to
continue with ‘Jerusalem’ at the start of our meetings.

The meeting ended as the President wished everyone a very happy Christmas and reminded us that
the next meeting will be on 4  th   January when the speaker will be Silvia Vetta. The title of her talk
will be “How I cast away 100 Inspirational People.”
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Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship

The next meeting will be Tuesday 17th at 2:30 pm at 69 Upper Road.

A warm welcome to share in friendly chat and a cup of tea, lively discussion and prayers for people
in need.

— Dilys Cale, 01865 739774

Putting it on paper
Fourth in a new series by Becca Heddle, Writer and editor, 01865 326508, becca.heddle@btinternet.com

It’s the time for new year’s resolutions, and quite a lot of us will have a resolution about writing.
Maybe it’s writing a diary to keep track of what happens through the year, or writing to a particular
friend or relative more often—or maybe you have a grander project in mind, such as researching
family history and writing it up, or writing a novel that you’ve been thinking about for ages.

Whatever your aim, time is going to be the issue: how can you find or make time to write? You’re
probably facing one of two problems—either it’s really hard to carve out any time at all, or you
have time but don’t know how to make it productive. From reading many writers’ forums on the
internet (which is an excellent way to spend a lot of time not actually writing), I can offer advice
for both these situations.

If it’s hard to find the time, firstly: don’t worry! Don’t think that you have to have three hours set
aside to achieve anything—if that were true, none of us would ever get the washing up done, for
starters. Just look for a tiny gap: my personal mantra for getting almost anything under way is ‘I’ve
got five minutes; I’ll make a start.’ Once I’ve used my five minutes, I’m often on a roll, and five
can become ten or twenty, or even close to an hour before I’m interrupted and really have to go and
do something else. Another approach is to make an appointment with yourself—my mum used to
set the timer on the cooker to enforce this.

If you’ve got the time but find it hard to use it productively, firstly: don’t worry! Scheduling in
specific time for writing could be the answer—and the cunning advice online for this situation is to
keep the time you allow yourself short. If you give yourself a window of two or three hours, it’s
easy to put off  actually writing by ‘just  researching’ something or any of the modern ways of
thumb-twiddling,  be  it  crosswords,  sudoku,  online  games  or  plain  old-fashioned  doodling.
Discipline is the answer: schedule in only 20 minutes, and tell yourself that you are not allowed to
write at any other time. By making the time precious, you are more likely to spend it on your aim
than waste it. (And of course, 20 minutes can become a longer space of time, just as five can—but
only allow for 20.)

Once you’ve managed to hit your target on one day, try to do it again—but be kind to yourself! If
the next day turns out to be too busy, or too easy to postpone, remember to pat yourself on the back
for the day you did manage it—and then plan ahead to the next one. It takes a good few days to
make a habit, so if you’re tempted to spend time telling yourself off, spend it writing instead.
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Thames District Guides Table Top Sale

Start your New Year well by putting the date of the Thames District Guides
Table Top Sale in your nice new Diary or Year Planner.

It’s Saturday 11th March from 10 am to 12 noon in the Kennington Village Centre.

Tables are still only £5 and you can book from Liz on 01865 730053 or Margaret on 01865 730553.

Kennington History Society

At the time of writing we are looking forward to two more speakers. In December we have Mark
Davies giving a talk entitled, “Daniel Harris, an Oxford Goaler Extraordinaire”. In January we have
Graham Clifton giving a talk on “Church Bell Restoration”. In November we had George Ross give
his much anticipated talk on “The History of Kennington Parish Council 1936 to 2016”. It was very
well received and included some little-known facts about how the finance for the present Village
Centre was obtained in as much as work commenced without all the finance being in place. At a
late stage the District Council found the necessary funds to complete the project, which the whole
village has benefited from ever since.

I conclude by reporting that an important founder member passed away recently.  Terry Cale had
served on the Committee ever since the Society started until very recently when he stood down
because of his health. For many years he organised the speaker programme, and it took half the
Committee to fill the gap he left by way of finding and chasing up possible speakers. He will be
sorely missed. We extend our condolences to Dilys and his family.

Programme for 2017

16th January “Church Bell Restoration”—Graham Clifton

20th February Annual General Meeting and Members Evening

20th March “James  Sadler and  Me:  How the  first  Englishman  to  fly  enabled  me  to  overcome
lifelong height anxiety”—a humorous talk by Richard O Smith

24th April “The Shocking History of Electricity in Medicine and Surgery”—Brian Andrews

15th May “Oxfordshire between the Wars”—Trevor Rowley

19th June “No Corsets! The aesthetic and rational dress movements come to Oxford”—Katherine
Bradley

18th September “Memories  of  the  Vale:  A  lost  way  of  life  before  the  railways  came  to  the
countryside”—Julie Ann Godson

21st September Annual Outing

16th October “Early Oxford-Cambridge Boat Races”—Mark Davies

20th November “Thomas Barnardo: The Doctor”—David Holt

18th December “Rewriting  history:  Why  disease  has  been  more  important  than  wars,  kings  and
politicians”—Eric Sidebottom

— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Carols around the Tree: Thank you all who attended the Carols around the Tree in December—
there seemed enough mulled wine and mince pies but maybe not quite enough sausage rolls for
everyone! Will make a note for this December. Thank you too for your generosity, as you raised
£290, which has been given to Kennington Cancer Fund to support their amazing fund raising.

Christmas  Tree  Recycling: If  you  had  a  real  tree  this  Christmas  and  you’re  a  garden  waste
customer, Biffa will collect it from Friday 13th. Leave it by your brown bin (but please not in it, as
it’s  tricky for  the  crews to  get  it  out).  If  you’re not  a  garden waste  customer,  Christmas tree
recycling has been arranged as in previous years, with both Forest Side and Playfield Road playing
fields’ car parks being the areas where you can take your old Christmas trees. Please make sure
they are there for collection by Thursday 12th.

Wheelie Bins at the Playing Fields: the Council reminds residents that these bins are for the users
of the playing fields and pavilions and not for general public use.

Memorial  Field: Join  the  Oxford  Preservation  Trust  (OPT)  on  Saturday  25th February  in  the
Memorial Field for its winter scrub bash. The session, which will be led by the Abingdon Green
Gym, will be from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. Meet in the car park at the end of Playfield Road. No
previous  experience  is  necessary.  Wear  stout  shoes  or  wellies  and  old  clothes.  Please  bring
gardening gloves and secateurs or loppers if you have them. Other hand tools and elevenses will be
provided. You will be cutting back the brambles and thorn scrub and having a big bonfire so there’s
plenty to do to suit all ages and abilities. OPT would be delighted if you can join them for some
good exercise outside in convivial company. For more information contact OPT on 01865 242918
or info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk.

Happy New Year! On behalf of the Council may I wish you a very Happy 2017.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.

Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Dates of Council Meetings: January

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Parish Council Meeting
7:30 pm

Planning Committee
8 pm

Thursday 12th Tuesday 3rd and 24th

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the  plan  as  it  has  only  21  days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact  the  Clerk
immediately you  receive  notification  to  ensure  the  Parish  Council  members  are  aware  of  any
neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/chronicle-on-line.html
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
mailto:clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
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mailto:info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Kennington Scouts

BBC News reports: Scouts and Guides provide ‘mental health boost for life’.
A study of adults with a Scouting or Guiding background found that they were less
likely to be anxious or depressed in later life than those who had never made their Scout or Guide
Promise. The researchers also found that the expected poorer mental health associated with coming

from a lower  social  class  did not
seem to apply to children who had
been Scouts or Guides.

Interestingly,  the  Scouting
principles  described  by  founder
Lord  Robert  Baden-Powell  in  the
first  decade  of  the  20th Century
seem to  chime  with  many  of  the
steps  that  experts  now  think  can
lead  to  improved  mental  well-

being. These include challenging yourself, helping others and experiencing nature first hand.

What did the research involve? A group of 9,603 people
from the UK’s National Child Development Study, all born
in the same week in 1958, were interviewed about their
mental health in  2008, at  age 50.  Researchers used best

efforts  to
exclude  other
possible  causal
factors, such as
social  class,
geography,
educational
attainment,  participation  in  sport,  and  membership  of
other organisations and clubs.

How did the researchers interpret the results? The researchers say their research “suggests that
scout-guide attendance may be protective, instituting a resilience to stressful life events that may
lead to mental ill health.”

The theory that being in the Scouts or Guides could set you up for good mental health for life is
attractive. Scout and Guide membership is designed to help young people learn life skills, take part
in communal activities and enjoy the outdoors, all of which are likely to help with better mental
health.

Those of us involved as adults have no doubt that
we  see  self-confidence  develop  as  the  kids  work
together to achieve a common goal or try something
they  previously  thought  was  impossible  (from
getting a sleeping bag back in its sack or climbing a
mountain).  They  learn  to  value  everyone’s
contribution,  and  to  take  responsibility  for  their
outcomes  and  develop  resilience  to  keep  trying,
which it now seems may set up lifelong patterns.

Continued/…
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…/Continued

Beavers – Singalonga Santa! In early December some lucky
Beavers had the chance to visit Santa and partake in many a
festive  scouting  tradition.  They  made  felt  Santas and  robin
tree-decorations,  Christmas  candles  and  painted  Santa

woggles; toasted bread
and  marshmallows  on
real  fires;  challenged
themselves blindfolded
on  an  assault  course;
listened  to  stories
around  a  fire;  dressed
up  for  the  photo
‘booth’;  played
reindeer  hoopla;
kicked up leaves; and, after getting presents from the ‘real’
Santa, sang many a song around a rather impressive camp
fire. The weather was cold but dry, and our Beavers slept
well that night!

Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining, we have a waiting list
for kids, but space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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KADS News

More than just a drama group

KADS was founded over 35 years ago by a
group of villagers who wanted to put on a show to
entertain their  friends and neighbours.  A script  was
written, rehearsals began, and in 1980 we performed
‘The Beggars of Bagley Wood’. Since that very first
show, the village centre has been home to KADS and
many different theatrical productions, as we perform
plays and musicals as well as the annual pantomime.

Not only are we are made up of many people from the
village,  but  also  members  come  from  all  around
Oxfordshire to tread the boards and have a fun time
doing so. In 2016, we welcomed several new faces to
the society, as a result of them hearing from friends or
family about the enjoyment found in this hobby. Old
members also returned to be part of the fun again. We
try to put as much energy and enthusiasm into each
performance, as we all genuinely have a good time
putting these shows together, and we hope that you
can see this when in the audience.

KADS is not just for those who want to be on stage.
Our  costume  department  is  made  up  of  incredibly
talented  people  who kindly  offer  their  creativity  to
make the cast look fantastic. Our technical crew, set
builders and decorators all lend a hand to bring the
stage to life around the action, and our musical team
keeps us on song. If
you are interested in
joining  KADS,
either as a performer

or to help in another way, please do come along to the village
centre on a Tuesday evening.

This year our pantomime is Sinbad the Sailor, the third time we
have presented this  story,  and it  will  be packed with the usual
sing-along-songs,  terrible  jokes  and  general  silliness.  Running
over two weekends at the end of January (20th, 21st, 22nd, 27th and
28th). Four evening and three matinee performances, with tickets
at just £5 for the first show then £8.50 adults, £6.50 concessions,
and a family ticket at £25 (under 5’s go free when sitting on laps).

To book, call Kay in the Box Office on 01865 739025 or by email
at  antipants67@gmail.com.  We  will  also  be  collecting  for
Kennington Scouts and Guides at  each performance.  Sail  away
with KADS for a fun time!
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Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.

Friends’ Website Re-Launch: Our Updated website is up and running—do look at it! We are
using it more and more—see below! www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

Membership of the Friends costs just £3 per annum and now is the time to renew! Not yet a
member? Please support us by joining! Download forms from our website (see above!) or collect
from  the  library.  Please  consider  a  Standing  Order  and  Gift  Aid  as  both  help  significantly.
Completed forms and subscriptions should be taken to the library or posted to the Treasurer at 19
Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY. Our Community Library depends on the funds we
raise. Please support us!

Free Events for Children this month:
➢ Rhyme Time Monday 9th, 2–2.30 pm
➢ Story Time Wednesday 18th, 10:30–11:30 am

Library News: Congratulations to our library assistant, Rebecca, whose baby son, Benjamin, was
born near the end of November.

The library reopens after the Christmas and New Year break on Wednesday 4th.

Thank you Thank you, Thank you! Caribbean Gala Evening: We raised the grand total  of
£1,500. This was a tremendous result. Our thanks go to all our supporters who bought tickets and
came along, and the many volunteers, who helped to organise, cater or prepare the event. Particular
thanks go to:

➢ Our performers: Euton Daley, Amantha, and Robin Mason.
➢ Donations of raffle prizes from Beyond Alchemy Massage, Wells Stores and Sainsbury’s.
➢ Our sponsors: Small World Montessori Nursery and Radley College.
➢ St John’s College for agreeing to give us an annual grant, which will make a significant

contribution to our fund raising each year.

Coming soon: Wednesday 1st February: Linora Lawrence

We look forward to seeing you for the start of the new series of author
talks. Linora will speak about Percy Manning, a passionate collector of
artefacts and manuscripts relating to Oxfordshire. The centenary of his
death, in February 2017, will be marked in Oxford by four co-ordinated
exhibitions and a concert.

The complete list of talks for 2017 may also be found on our website.

Happy New Year to Everyone!

01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday: 2–5 pm. Wednesday: 10 am–12:30 pm. Friday: 2–7 pm. Saturday: 10 am–1 pm.

Chairman: Pamela Allen Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Report from Elm Class (year 4)

Enter a world of pure imagination…

In year 4, we have been learning about Roald Dahl. Because of this, we would like to introduce you
to the things that we have been looking at. Things such as Roald Dahl’s childhood, dressing up for
the day, our trip to Cadbury’s World, Roald’s writing career, and designing, creating and decorating
our own chocolate bar!

Roald Dahl’s childhood

Roald Dahl’s childhood is an eventful story! He went to boarding school from a young age where
he got up to lots of mischief. For example, once he found a dead rat and put it in a gobstopper jar! It
was at  school  that  he became a chocolate  tester  for Cadbury’s World;  this  was the inspiration
behind Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and then Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator because it
is based on Charlie as well. Roald loved to read and write and most of all he loved to tell stories.

Dress up day!

We  had  a  lovely  day  dressing  up  as  our  favourite  Roald  Dahl  characters.  The  most  popular
characters were Matilda and Mr Wormwood.  We spent the day acting in  full  character too! In
particular we loved Mr and Mrs Twit (our teachers of course!).

Roald’s life as an author.

Roald Dahl wrote so many amazing stories, and we will mention a few.

James and the Giant Peach was going to be called James and the Giant Cherry!

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory was originally going to be a grown-up film and book. This was
the first children’s book that Roald Dahl wrote and it was his favourite book!

Revolting Rhymes was the funniest book he wrote. He changed a lot of well-known fairy tales into
funny poems.

The chocolate factory

As soon as we entered the factory, we saw a huge Christmas tree made
out of chocolate. Then we were handed four chocolate bars and entered
a room which showed us how to make chocolate! Next we went into a
great 4D cinema and watched the Cadbury film; it felt so real but a bit
scary because we fell from the sky. After that we had a quick lunch and
went to play on a big adventure playground, so much fun! In the gift
shop there were loads of bargains and it was hard to pick the things
that you wanted to buy. We walked to an education room where a lady
told us the best way to advertise chocolate.

Making our own chocolate bars

The  first  thing  we  did  was  to  research  which  was  the  favourite
chocolate bar, and why, for everyone in the class. We did a tally and
used this information when making our own bars. We decided who we
were going to aim our advertising at and then designed our packaging
to attract those people. Designing and making our chocolate bars was a
lot of fun, but most of all we enjoyed eating them!
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.

43

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to  The Kennington Chronicle, by  4 pm on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £10 £60

¼ page 100×145 mm £15 £90

½ page 205×145 mm £25 Currently full

DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by  4 pm on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is  News  not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  name  and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial

CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

mailto:editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
mailto:distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
mailto:adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.

Regular events
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursday & Saturday 10:30 am–12:30 pm
Badminton Village Centre Monday 8:30–10:30 pm
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday and Thursday, 10 am
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public

January
Tue 3 8 pm Parish Council Planning Village Centre
Mon 9 2–4 pm Festival Group Village Centre
Tue 10 10 am Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
Wed 11 2:15 pm Kennington Link WI Village Centre

Thu 12
7:30 pm Parish Council Meeting Village Centre
8 pm Christians Together in Kennington Committee Meeting Methodist Church

Sat 14 7:30 pm Oxford Ceilidh: Lebedek Village Centre
Mon 16 7:45 pm Kennington History Society: Church bell restoration Methodist Church
Tue 17 2:30 pm Ecumenical House Fellowship 69 Upper Road
Wed 18 10:30 am Midweek Worship
Sun 22 9:30 am Ecumenical Service: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity St Swithun’s Church
Mon 23 2–4 pm Festival Group Village Centre
Tue 24 8 pm Parish Council Planning Village Centre
Wed 25 7:30 pm Kennington Horticultural Society Social Village Centre

February
Wed 1 2:15 pm Kennington Link WI Methodist Church
Mon 6 2–4 pm Festival Group Village Centre
Wed 8 7:15 pm Kennington WI: 40 years of bomb disposal Village Centre
Thu 9 7:30 pm Parish Council Meeting Village Centre
Sat 11 7:30 pm Oxford Ceilidh: Jazz Project Village Centre

Tue 14
10 am Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
8 pm Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Mon 20
2–4 pm Festival Group Village Centre
7:45 pm Kennington History Society AGM Methodist Church

Wed 22 7:30 pm Kennington Horticultural Society: Northern Chile Village Centre
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Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your messageThe Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message

out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 4343) is happy to help.) is happy to help.

The The Village DiaryVillage Diary is in the  is in the Post OfficePost Office..
Please enter your Please enter your times and venuetimes and venue to prevent clashes with other events. to prevent clashes with other events.

Enter them by the 10Enter them by the 10thth of the month of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary. to be sure to have them included in this diary.
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