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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Following Pam McKellen’s retirement, please ring the Parish Office with any enquiries

01235 554739
Associate Clergy

Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
Rev Peter Stanway 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall 9:25 a.m.
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590
St Swithun’s Guild 4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 p.m.
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933
CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group) 9:30 a.m.
3rd Sunday Messy Church in Church 9:25 a.m.

Morning Prayer in Church Hall 9:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday only Evening Service 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays Communion 10:30 a.m.
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR..........................................................................................................999
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency). Area PCSO C7255 Zack Earl............................................101
NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk....................................................111
Kennington Health Centre...................www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk..............01865 730911
Parish Clerk: Anne Feather.................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings.........peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.........07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)..............................01235 520202
Vale of White Horse DC (Out of hours).....................................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults) .........................................................................0800 317802
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.......bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209
What can I recycle?.............................http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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Help! I’m being invaded!

My astronomy magazine recently informed me that 65 billion neutrinos from the sun pass through
my body (and yours) every second. Is that “Help!”? No, because they have almost zero mass and
don’t recognise your existence any more than you do theirs. They just pass straight through.

That made me think. What else is happening to us that we may not be aware of? God’s love for one.
I lived my first 22 years unaware of it and scornful of those who claimed to know God, until one
day I  discovered Him for myself,  after  being made to  think of the feasibility  of His existence
through a book, “Mere Christianity,” by C S Lewis of Narnia fame.

So the fact that we do not experience something ourselves does not mean that it does not exist. The
neutrinos still go on passing through us. God’s love is still being poured out towards us.

Down the years this issue has been a matter of debate in philosophical circles. Could something be
said to exist  if  there was no one to observe or experience it? It  produced in 1924 an amusing
imaginary newspaper correspondence (usually attributed to Ronald Knox) regarding the existence
of a tree in a certain Oxford College quadrangle. The first letter: “God must find it extremely odd /
to see that this tree/continues to be/ when there’s no one about in the Quad.”

The reply: “I am always about in the Quad/and that’s why this tree/continues to be/since observed
by/Yours Faithfully/God.”

It’s no wonder that God, wanting to communicate clearly His existence and purposes, chose to
reveal Himself by coming in human flesh and living amongst us. And then He carried out His
purposes  visibly—born  as  a  baby;  preaching  and  healing;  dying  on  the  cross  as  an  act  of
redemption; rising from the dead and appearing to his followers and others; and finally ascending
back to heaven.

All right, you might say, for those who saw Him then. Easy for them—actually even then many did
not recognise God amongst them—but not so easy for us. How can we know of His existence? The
analogy of the 65 billion neutrinos passing through us might help. We might just believe in them
because reliable witnesses in the shape of eminent scientists say they have proved their existence.
Many reliable witnesses in the New Testament bear testimony to the acts and teaching of Jesus.

3

http://www.stswithunskennington.org/


Or we could try to spot the existence of neutrinos personally. You might need 100,000 gallons of
dry-cleaning fluid in a mine 1,478 metres below ground to catch a glimpse of them, as did Ray
Davis and his team, who discovered their existence. it’s rather easier to experience God, as millions
have done down the ages, through answered prayer, changed lives, and awareness of His presence.

But at the end of the day it takes faith to believe in God as it does to believe in those neutrinos. The
difference is that neutrinos do not want to interact with us, whereas God does. Good Friday and
Easter Sunday are shortly upon us, showing just how much God loves us. Whether we acknowledge
Him or not, “God is always around in (our own) Quad.”

— Rev Tony Rogerson (clergy staff team for Radley, Kennington and Sunningwell)

On Good Friday (14th) we will meet at St Swithun’s at 10 a.m. for hot cross buns and a cuppa
before a short service at 10:30, setting out on a Walk of Witness from the War Memorial at 11:15 to
the Methodist church for worship at 12 noon.

This year, Easter falls on our Messy Church Sunday (16th) and we would love you to join us for our
special Easter Celebration with Messy Church crafts and activities in the church hall from 9:30 a.m.
At the same time, we will hold our traditional Easter service in the church and we will all come
together in the church during the main service for a family communion celebration. This will be
followed by brunch in the hall and an Easter Egg Hunt in the church grounds—even if you can only
make the brunch and the Easter Egg hunt we would love to see you! All welcome!

Services in April

Sun 2nd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion followed 
by APCM in the Church Hall

Sun 9th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

Sun 16th Easter Day
9:30 a.m. Messy Church in the Church 

Hall
9:30 a.m. Special Easter Day 

Communion
Easter Egg Hunt after the service 

Brunch in the Church Hall

Sun 23rd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:00 p.m. Service of Remembrance

Sun 30tb 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:00 p.m. Songs of Praise in St James

the Great, Radley

Every Thursday there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).

This  month  Messy  Church  will  be  on  the  16th,  Easter  Day.  Activities  for  Messy
Church will  be set  up in the  Hall.  There  will  be the  usual  range of  crafts  and
activities including bread-making. We will not serve breakfast that morning—small

snacks will be available—but do join us for brunch and an Easter egg hunt after the
service. Do come and join us for part or all of our celebrations.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington
Oxford Email:
OX3 8AX minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

SERVICES IN APRIL

2nd 10:30 a.m. Lent 5: PASSION SUNDAY. We welcome Paul Rosentall, from Ludgershall,
to lead our Morning Worship.

9th 10:30 a.m. Lent 6: PALM SUNDAY. Alan Turner-Smith, from Judgershall, will lead our
Morning Worship for Palm Sunday.

14th 12:00 noon GOOD FRIDAY. An Act of Worship for Good Friday, led by the  Rev John
Rowland.
This  will  be  preceded  by  a  United  Service  in  St  Swithun’s  Church  at
10:30 a.m. and a Walk of Witness from the War Memorial to the Methodist
Church at 11:30 a.m. The Methodist Church will be open for those unable
to make the walk.

16th 10:30 a.m. EASTER  DAY.  A  service  of  celebration  for  Easter  Day  with  Holy
Communion  will be led by the  Rev Bob  Whorton,  the Chaplain of Sobell
House. Come and share our Easter Joy!

23nd 10:30 a.m. Our Morning Worship will be led by Matt Stammers, from Berinsfield.

30th 10:30 a.m. Our service today will take the form of Alternative Worship, and will be led
by Heidi Cottrell, from Abingdon.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Monday 3rd: MN8. The monthly  Bible Study at 8 p.m. at the Church. This is a time of lively,
informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of contemporary issues
and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.

The Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group will meet on Tuesday 18th at 2:30 p.m.
Venue to be announced There is a welcome to all.

5

mailto:minister@limewalk.org.uk


Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 19th at 10:30 a.m. This is
an informal service beginning with a hymn, a reading from the Bible to see how its message can
apply to us today. Lastly, there are prayers for our community and the world. All are welcome.

COFFEE MORNING Tuesday 11th in the Methodist Church from 10 a.m. onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new?
You will  be most welcome. Our May Coffee Morning will  be held on Tuesday 9 th May at
10 a.m.

HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH

If  you are  interested in  hiring a  room for  a  party  or  a  private  function,  please  contact  Trevor
Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on
Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Parish Priest: Father Daniel Lloyd
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 437066
Email: dlloyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish

Saturday 6:30 p.m. (Vigil Mass) Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 a.m. Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 a.m. Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 p.m. The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Annual Parish Meeting 2017

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on
Thursday 26th April at 7:30 pm

in the Main Hall of the Kennington Village Centre

All electors of Kennington Parish are welcome to attend and participate

Please send any suggestions for item № 9 by Tuesday 25th to

The Clerk to the Council
Mrs A Feather
20 Kennington Road
Kennington
OX1 5NZ

or email clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk

9

AGENDA

1. Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting

2. Report of the Chairman

3. Financial Statement of the Parish Council 2016/2017

4. Matters arising from Reports

5. Election of three persons to Kennington Memorial Field Committee

6. Reports from the District Councillors

7. Report from the County Councillor

8. Reports from Local Committees and Organisations

9. To consider suggestions from parishioners

Cllr Colin Charlett
Chairman of Kennington Parish Council
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Annual Report 2016–17

How much did your Parish Council cost you in 2016–17?

The precept, which is Parish Council’s share of the Council Tax for the year, was £85,453.00. It
costs a band ‘D’ property £51.34.

Additional  income of around £10,071.93 came from the Football  and Cricket  Clubs  hiring the
pavilions and fields; grants; other payments; and bank interest.

Regular Commitments

• Clerk’s and Play Area Warden’s salaries

• Maintenance of the playing areas

• Maintenance of the War Memorial

• Grass cutting of the highway verges

• Grass cutting and maintenance of the cemetery

• Maintenance of the paths and alleyways

• Repair and cleaning of the bus shelters

• Regular litter collecting

• Garden Competition

• Carols around the Christmas tree

• Trimming of the cut and laid hedge at Playfield Road playing field

Additional spending in 2016–17

• Necessary works at both Forest Side and Playfield Road pavilions
• Trimming of the lime trees at Playfield Road playing field
• Refurbishment of the BMX track at Forest Side playing field
• Bark for both play areas and more sand for The Links play area

Grants to Local Community Groups and Charities made 2016–17

• 40th Oxford (Kennington) Cub Scout Pack £1000.00

• Village Hall play area surface 787.46

• Kennington Library 500.00

• Victim Support 100.00

• South and Vale Carers 375.00

• Oxfordshire Association for the Blind 100.00

• Campaign for Rural England 64.00

• Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 850.00

• Headway Oxfordshire 100.00

• Sue Ryder Hospice (Nettlebed) 150.00

• Kennington Whist Club 120.00

• Kennington Strollers 50.00

• Kennington Baby & Toddler Group 300.00

• Oxford Preservation Trust 275.00

More details regarding the Parish Council’s activities during 2016–17, with presentations from both
the Council and local organisations, will be given at the Annual Parish meeting on the 26th.
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Table Top Sale
Table Top Sale

Saturday 8th April, 2–4 p.m.
St Swithun’s Church

Tables can be booked at £7 per table from Linda Frankum on 01865 739758 or Mary Dennett on
01235 522476.  Teas and a raffle will be available.

Walking for well-being with Kennington Strollers
Join us to improve your fitness, mobility and general well-being!
A free programme of ten short walks, starting off at a gentle pace.

Try one, two, three laps round the Playing field at Playfield Road, Kennington.
Gradually increase your pace and distance over the ten walks.

We have changed the start time to 2 p.m.

Walks are the first two Tuesdays of each month from May to September

2nd & 16th May, 6th & 20th June, 4th & 18th July, 1st & 15th August, 5th & 19th September

Please consult your GP if you haven’t exercised for some time to check that walking for
exercise is suitable for you. Walkers participate at their own risk.

Contact Rosemary on 01865 735419 or gardneraldgate@outlook.com

Kennington Women’s Institute

March is the time for the Kennington Women’s Institute Annual General Meeting.
This meeting is much more formal than our usual meetings. We listened to a report
from our President and one from our Secretary, on behalf of the Committee. The
Treasurer kept us up to date with our financial position, which is healthy so long as we continue our
fundraising events. We had to vote on a couple of items and fortunately both votes were unanimous.
The winner of our Rose Brooks Cup is Linda  Pedersen. Linda gained the most points during the
year for her entries in our various competitions.

Once all the formalities were over, Mary Tilston kindly entertained us by playing popular tunes on
the piano. We had to guess the titles. Some of our members knew many more of the tunes than
others did. After the quiz we started reminiscing about the dreadful winters of 1947 and 1963 and
the hardships that the weather caused. Somehow the talk moved on to primroses, Anderson shelters,
tin  baths and outside lavatories,  all  of which caused much merriment and bought back lots  of
memories, both happy and not so happy. A meeting that could have been formal and dull turned out
to be very pleasant.

Our members who could not attend the meeting in March will be interested to know that the Group
Meeting is on Tuesday 11th at 2:30 p.m. in the Village Centre. The speaker will be Mike Hurst, a
member of the Springfields Pop Group. Please try and attend.

The next meeting of Kennington WI is on Wednesday 12th at 7:15 p.m. in the Village Centre. Our
speaker will be David Holt, and his subject is “The last five Cathedrals.”

Why not come along and listen to a very good speaker. You will be warmly welcomed.
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Paint amnesty proposal
At the March Parish Council meeting, a proposal for a village wide paint amnesty was discussed—
who amongst us doesn’t have a shelf in a garage or shed with part tins of paint, remnants of a long-
forgotten decorating project, forever waiting to be called up for a touch-up job?

Liquid paint is banned from the Energy Recovery Facility. While there are ways to harden paint, it
can take very long time or be costly, depending on the type of paint. Tins may be recycled in the
metal banks, but plastic and contaminated bins go into the general waste.

I have a proposal: Let us gather together all the unwanted tins of paint in the village, and arrange
for their collection by a specialist recycling contractor. There will be a modest fee, but it shouldn’t
be much to let you reclaim that valuable space in your garage, shed or attic.

Before I get all too excited about the prospect of getting rid of my paint mountain I need to get an
idea as to whether or not others share my feelings?

Please  let  me  know.  Drop  an  email  to  the  Clerk  on  clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk or  me  on
martynflip@aol.com to give me an indication of if you would be likely to take advantage of this
offer before the Parish Council commits to the project.

— Martin Feather

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

By the time this edition of the Chronicle is published, we will be almost at the end of the
Spring Term! We have all thoroughly enjoyed this term, seeing the days lengthen and
nature  waking  up  from  its  winter  slumbers.  The  school  grounds  have  been  full  of
blossom, cheerful daffodils and other spring flowers. Staff and children have been busy with our
spring topics, visits, visitors and several sports tournaments.

If you went to school in Oxfordshire, maybe you had the opportunity
to go to one of the county’s outdoor education centres:  Yenworthy,
Woodlands  or  Kilvrough  Manor.  At  a  time  when  many  local
authorities  have  closed  their  outdoor  education  centres,  we  are
extremely lucky that Oxfordshire has retained all three of its out-of-
county centres, as well as Hill End Centre at Farmoor. Thanks in no
small measure to the leadership, determination and commitment of
Kevin  Jackson (Head of  Centre  at  Kilvrough Manor,  and head of
Oxfordshire’s  Outdoor  Education  Service),  Yenworthy,  Woodlands
and Kilvrough are now run for the local authority and the children
and young people of Oxfordshire by a trust. Almost all our Year 6
pupils  enjoyed a week’s course at  Woodlands recently,  where they
had a fantastic time. They were able to develop their canoeing and
rock climbing skills, building on what they had learnt when most of
them had been to  Kilvrough two years before.  Our pupils  also go
caving and mountain  walking,  as  well  as  tackling  the  challenging
high ropes course in the centre’s grounds. Their learning objectives

for the week centred around personal development, such as growing in independence, developing
leadership skills and being able to recognise and manage risk. As Storm Doris blew through the
area, the children also developed their appreciation of our weather (in all its forms!) as well as
some stunning countryside and all that it has to offer. Definitely a week to remember, for all the
right reasons.

This month, our young journalists are from Oak Class, helped in their endeavours by their teacher,
Miss Maskell (page 22).
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Take Your Own Sensory Walk

Walking out in nature,  whether that’s down to the local shop, or across fields and hillside,  the
transition from one season to another is often stark and obvious.

As I write this piece we are moving into spring, from a personally rather challenging winter. I have
been walking and deeply watching my thoughts and feelings as I try to truly experience and know
what this particular seasonal transition is like.

What does it  feel like? Fresh, new, warmth on my neck. Don’t really think the sun lost all  its
warmth during the winter just past, as there always seemed to be some warmth remaining. Did you
feel that too?

What does the transition from winter to spring sound like? Well, this was a hard one to start with
but I feel there are more tones and frequencies out in nature as spring starts to beckon.

What does its  smell  like? Plants like daphne out  in the gardens  produce wonderful scents  and
aromas.  So the transition brings up smells  that  I’d forgotten,  which need a  conscious effort  to
remind ourselves what they are.

What does the transition feel like? Warmer and delicate as new foliage emerges.

What does the transition from winter to spring taste like? More depth I’d say. Winter is about heavy
root vegetables, soups and stews. A certain amount of sweetness appears in our gardens’ edible
produce in spring.

Get out there yourself, go for a walk, and see what your senses pick up as spring marches forward.

1st Kennington Guides
This term, our Young Leaders planned an evening to celebrate Shrove Tuesday
with  a  pancake-themed  quiz  and  some  interesting  attempts  at  cooking  the
perfect pancake. The following week, to burn off some of the pancake calories,
two of  our  Guides  working towards  their  Baden-Powell  Award ran  a  games  night  to  promote
fitness.

We are grateful to Abingdon School for teaching us about stargazing. Unfortunately the clouds
prevented us seeing any constellations with the telescope but we learnt about the African and Greek
myths explaining the names, and used a computer program to identify what to look for when the
weather is more favourable.

One of our Guides attended Thinking Day of The Air, taking part
in a variety of communication and amateur
radio activities. A number of our Guides ran
stalls  at  the  Girlguiding  Thames  District
Table Top Sale in  the Kennington Village
Centre,  raising money for their  BP Award
Adventures  and  our  forthcoming  Division
trip to Switzerland in 2018.

Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d
like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or
kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities
for  girls  outside  of  our  age  range,  can  be  found  on  our  website
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Kennington Scouts
Cub Scouting Past and Future

The close of 2016 saw the end of a year celebrating 100 years of Cub Scouting.
Packs across the country took part in special events and exciting camps, and the
year was to end with special Promise parties across the country at which Cub
Scouts would renew their Cub Scout Promise.

With great excitement, Adventure Cubs attended the Promise Party organised by our District in
December. This was a great opportunity to meet other Cub Packs and to enjoy the special Trading
Post activity laid on by the District. A great supper was enjoyed—as was the impromptu balloon
fight that followed! Great fun was had by all, and even the leaders joined in!

To mark this very special occasion, the
Lord Lieutenant of the County attended
the Party, in his full dress uniform. The
cubs were fascinated by the silver spurs
and  ceremonial  sword  he  wore—the
subject of many questions as he walked
around chatting to the cubs.

The Lord Lieutenant went on to read a
special message from the Queen, which
was  being  read  at  Promise  Parties
across the country. The cubs did think
that it was impressive and showed their
appreciation with lots of clapping.

A  representative  from  each  Pack
walked onto the stage to lead the renewal of the Cub Scout Promise. Cub Scouting started in 1916
and, at 19:16 p.m. exactly, all the cubs and their leaders stood, at the alert, and the cubs renewed
their promise together—a truly moving moment and a lovely way to end a most memorable year.

As we move into 2017, Cub Scouting is going from strength to strength. The training programme 
has evolved to
meet the needs of
21st century Cub
Scouting, ensuring
that we provide
fun and
challenging
activities for all
our Cub Scouts.

New Challenge Badges have been introduced into the training programme and Adventure Cubs are
about to tackle the World Challenge Badge for the first time. This will involve them in looking at
Cub Scouting in other countries; at communities and environment around us and what the Cubs can
do to help; and at cultures other than our own. This will involve some fun and some challenging
activities as well. A great way to continue Cub Scouting into the next 100 years.

— Krys Daniels, Cub Scout Leader: Adventure Cub Scout Pack

Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining, we have a waiting list
for kids, but space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.

Our AGM is on Thursday 11th May at 7 p.m. Please do come and join us at the Scout Hut, find out
what we do, what’s in the pipeline and how you can help.
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Kennington Village Hall Management Committee AGM

Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 5th April at 7:30 p.m. in the Village Hall

Residents of the village of Kennington who are over 18 years old
are entitled to attend and vote at this meeting

Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme
There  is  a  display  on  the  Oxford  Flood  Alleviation  Scheme  in  the  window of  the  Abingdon
Community Space from 27th March to Saturday 1st April. If you’d like to know more about this
scheme why not have a look?

Some of the project team will be at the Community Space on Saturday 1st April from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. at 18 Bury Street, Abingdon, OX14 3QT.

For more information see www.facebook.com/oxfordscheme

Putting it on paper
Next in a series by Becca Heddle, Writer and editor, 01865 326508, becca.heddle@btinternet.com

Do you plan your writing or just leap in? I hate planning! I’d always rather just launch myself in—I
like to get a really good start… until I find that I’m going round in circles. Maybe I should have
thought it through first! So I stop and make a plan, once I feel as if I’ve got started—and can see
what a mess it’s going to be if I don’t straighten out my thinking before going any further.

So, apart from ideally doing it before you start writing, what’s the best way to plan? People seem to
agree that there are three main ways, and which one’s best depends on you. You can make a simple
list  of  bullet  points,  or  a  flow-chart  with  arrows  between  your  points  to  show how the  ideas
develop. The third common way is a good old ‘spider’ diagram, with ideas springing off from each
other in a random way. Just bear in mind that you don’t need to plan in complete sentences: words,
phrases, or even drawings are great, as long as you know what they mean. (I wonder, could you
plan a piece of writing using emoji? I bet that’s possible…)

Once you’ve got your basic ideas down, check out what you’ve got. If two points say nearly the
same thing, cross one out or combine them to make one stronger point. You can draw arrows to join
or move things, add in extra ideas, and number your points to put them in order. If you can see that
one idea stands out, you will want to put it in a strong position—either at the beginning or end of a
paragraph. So underline it or highlight it to make it stand out in your plan.

This done, you are ready to start drafting (or restart, if you’re like me). You can start anywhere you
like, especially if you’re working on a computer—so if one section strongly appeals to you, write
that first. You can add the other sections afterwards, once you’ve pinned this one down.

Once you’ve completed your draft, leave it for a little while—if possible, overnight. Then try to
read it as if someone else wrote it and you’ve never seen it before. Ask yourself: Is there anything
that  isn’t  clear?  What  doesn’t  work?  Put  right  any  spelling  or  grammar  mistakes,  take  out
repetitions (often we get stuck on the same word or phrase, sticking it in lots of places, not realising
that it might stick in our reader’s throat—which is the sort of thing you can sort out) and then, if
you can, get someone else to read your amended version. This is the acid test, and only if you’re
feeling brave, because they might not get what you’re trying to say. Then you have to be even
braver, try to find out why it isn’t working, and put it right. But that’s an opportunity: as Ernest
Hemingway said, ‘The only kind of writing is rewriting.’
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KADS News
The Wizard of Oz, June

Join Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society as we venture down the Yellow Brick Road to the
enchanting world of Oz, singing and dancing as we go. Based on the popular tale with all the well-
loved characters including Dorothy, Scarecrow, the Cowardly Lion and the Wicked Witch of the
West!

Performances at Kennington Village Centre. Dates and times:

Friday 23rd 7:30 p.m.

Saturday 24th 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Sunday 25th 2 p.m.

All tickets are £5 for the first performance, then £8.50 adults, £6.50 concessions, £25 family ticket
(of four, to include one adult) for the rest of the performances. Under 5’s go free (on laps). To book,
please contact Kay in the Box Office on 01865 739025 or boxoffice@kenningtonads.org.uk.

Look out for the poster round the village and in next month’s Chronicle. You can also take a look at
our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS for updates on the show!

If you are interested in being part of our Front of House team, we are looking for volunteers to help
across the performances. Email Pat Giles at secretary@kenningtonads.org.uk for more info.

Michael Morpurgo with Oak Class
Fearfully, Shrew woke up! He was trembling all over, as he heard a shriek from above. “Oh no”, he
thought, “it’s them, they’ve come to take me!” — Lucas

One dark night, a fox woke up from its sleep. She had a nice bright red back and a furry, cream
tummy. She realised that her little brother was missing, so she slowly climbed out of her deep,
damp hole. — Sophie

One early morning, out of a deep sleep arose a tiny frog. When the frog was properly ready for the
long day ahead of him, he noticed he was somewhere completely different to normal! — Henry

What inspiration for our reading and writing Oak Class has been getting in our recent English
lessons all about the famous and talented British writer, Michael Morpurgo. Our first introduction
to him and his works was when we studied a seasonal advert: an adventure journey for a little robin
who was travelling home for Christmas. This advert was based on his book ‘Coming Home’ and we
loved comparing the two different versions.

Over the past few weeks, we have studied Morpurgo’s life and works. We researched all about him
using  written  and  video  sources.  Building  on  this  with  our  note-taking  skills  and  non-fiction
planning, we wrote biographies about him.

In addition to ‘Coming Home’, we have studied a number of other books including ‘Wombat Goes
Walkabout’ and ‘The Butterfly Lion’. The fantastic writing snippets above are based on the book
‘Wombat Goes Walkabout’, however instead of our own stories being set in Australia, we set ours
in Britain and used native British animals.

We are all  exceptionally excited,  as  we will  be rounding off  our  learning about  Morpurgo by
visiting the theatre to see the play of his book ‘Running Wild’. Although we will soon end our
learning about this amazing author, the excitement and inspiration his stories have brought us will
certainly take us forward. It’s a good job he’s written over 130 books—there’s so much more to
read! This is just the start of our journey!

— Miss Maskell and Oak Class (Year 3)

22 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@kenningtonads.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS
mailto:boxoffice@kenningtonads.org.uk


23



KOA
www.koa.org.uk

Forty Nine Years of Friendship

KOA’s opening social event ‘From our Own Correspondent’ is on  Saturday 8th April. Our own
Laila Ismail Khan worked for UNICEF for 30 years, and she will join Jamie Walling of Standing
Voice. Over a meal they will share with us their experiences of working to overcome poverty and
disadvantage. (Tickets £6 from Sylvia.) I hope that many of you watched the BBC documentary
Born Too White. KOA was proud to see that the skin clinic project, which Kennington funded,
features in it.

Here I share some of my memories with you.

In the late sixties, ecumenism was popular, and a discussion
group between the three churches and people of other faiths
led to the creation of two village organisations. Kennington
Good Neighbours’ aim was to help our close neighbours.
This  year  we  lost  a  long  standing  chairwoman,  Barbara
Boyne, who not unusual in being involved in both the new
organisations. The second was KOA. KOA’s aim was to be a
good neighbour to the world.

There  are  still  a  few  of  the  founders  with  us  but
understandably  not  as  active  as  they  once  were.  David
Butler, Valerie and Philip Martin and Margaret  Ibbott were
in at the beginning. Margaret’s husband Jack was the first
chairman  of  what  became  known  as  Otterthotti Week
when, in 1969, the village raised the money needed to dig a
well in that village in Tamil Nadu.

In 1973, Trevor Cowlett founded Kennington and District United Choirs, and from its inception
it supported KOA. Trevor is our Honorary President. To celebrate the long history of the choir I

wrote  I  Love  You  All,  their  story
told in a chorus of voices. In it, you
can get to know the lives of many
of your singing neighbours. It was
my way of thanking the choir and
their  anonymous donor,  who have
been KOA’s most successful fund-
raiser.

Compared with the above, I  am a
relative newcomer.  The first event
that  I  organised  for  KOA was  a
one-act play by Chekhov in 1976.
The  following  year  I  wrote  and
produced  A  Victorian  Musical
Extravaganza.  Now  that  I  am  a

published writer, I’m rather embarrassed by the script, but it saw the founding of the Kenningtones
Barber’s  Shop Quartet,  and  many participants  appeared  later  in  the  year  in  Cinderella  at  St
Swithun’s School—including Philip Martin as a memorable Dame! That led to the founding of
KADS in my front room a few months later.

Continued/…
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…/Continued

When Tony Hillier became Chair of Kennington Aid Week, he turned it into the KOA that we know
today. In 1993 after six years as chairman, Tony asked me if I would take over from him. At that
time I doubted that I could fit it into a hectic life running a business and a busy home. I suggested
shadowing him for a year to see if it was possible. Easter 1994, Tony went on holiday in Egypt and
tragically had a fatal heart attack. Janet Craven and I found ourselves trying to fill some rather large
shoes.

By 2005, I had been chair for 10 years, and persuaded Clive Rodgers and Brenda Groth, and, later,
when Clive became KOA’s hard working and effective treasurer, Halcyon Leonard and Marilyn
Farr, to share the chairman’s role with me once every three years. That worked well until now. But
with no new people coming forward to take on this role, next year’s 50 th anniversary may well be
KOA’s final year. But if that is to be the case the KOA committee and our band of enthusiasts are
determined to go out with a bang in 2018, with a great programme of events.

We have plenty to celebrate. KOA has
raised  £558,284.57 for  an  amazing
range  of  projects.  Since  1998,  we
have  concentrated  on  raising  money
for  small  charities,  which  couldn’t
carry  out  the  project  without  our
support.  The  first  was  for  the  Joe
Homan Trust, a scheme to get girls
out of child labour and into education.
We  were  soon  receiving  greeting
cards and letters from girls we helped.
Some  of  them  have  gone  on  to  be
nurses  and  teachers  or  set  up  small
businesses.  Thanks  to  Kennington,
their village of  Chitali has developed
from abject  poverty to a  community
able to transform their lives.

Some  projects  make  waves.  One
for  HDRA in  Kenya  was  so
successful that it  was adopted by
two  African  Governments.
Similarly  last  year  the  Standing
Voice method  of  preventing  skin
cancer  and  early  death  in  people
with  albinism  in  Tanzania  was
adopted  by  the  government  of
Malawi,  and  other  countries  are
showing  an  interest.  There  is  a
preschool in KwaZula Natal South
Africa  with  a  plaque
acknowledging  the  help  of  our
village.  Kennington’s  name is  on

the school  library in  Bonou and in a  children’s  ward in  the  MAI project in  Sudan.  Charlotte
Bannister Parker of the Children’s Radio Foundation eloquently told us what a huge difference
the support of KOA made to their success in the early years of CRF (UK). The Nasio Trust expects
that the KOA funding of their spirulina project will make the Kenyan projects self-sufficient.

Continued/…
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KOA  is  also  about  our  community.  It  is  an
umbrella under which people of all backgrounds
and ages have united to enjoy our events and do
something unselfish at the same time. We have
experienced wonderful music thank to Rebecca
Alison (née Martin) and her friends. This picture
of  us  at  the Gala  Night  that  we had organised
together was taken the year before she died at far
too young an age.

When St Swithun’s School appointed a teacher
who was keen to start a choir in the school, we
founded Kids for KOA to give them a community showcase. Now we have the wonderful Music
Mayhem,  led  by  Christian  Bradley,  who  have  taken  part  in  many  KOA events  including  the
Bandwaves concert with Radiohead’s Colin Greenwood.

The  Bagley  Wood Fun Run & Walk,
organised  for  many  years  by  Sylfest
Muldal  and  Eckhard Groth,  is  another
unique  and  popular  event.  The  most
memorable was in 2013 when Sir Roger
Bannister  opened  it
and  entertained  the
winners  of  each  age
group at his home for
tea.  We  have
celebrated  horticulture
with  the  help  of  the
Horticultural  Society
with  several  Open

Gardens  events. I could go on, because KOA has been an enriching part of my
life for 40 years—but all good things have to come to an end.

If you want to know more about past projects go to our website www.koa.org.uk.

— Sylvia Vetta

Co-chair Brenda Groth 01865 739229 egroth@virginmedia.com
Co-chair Marilyn Farr 01865 326519 marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk
Secretary Laila Ismail Khan 07880 972664 lismailkhan@yahoo.com
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Line drawings from the
Kennington Joint Fête,

Kennington Church grounds,
by artist Weimin He
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.

At the library this month

Wednesday  5th at  11 a.m.  This  month’s  author  talk  will  be  given  by
Kennington resident Andy Severn, of Oxford  eBooks. Find out about the
digital publishing world, website development, and much more! Coffee will
be served from 10:30 a.m.

Free Events for Children this month

Rhyme Time: Monday 10th, 2–2:30 p.m. Come and join in with rhymes old and new.

Story and Craft: Wednesday 12th, 10:30–
11:30 a.m. Easter Fun! Please book your
FREE place at the library.

Congratulations  to  our  Prize  Winners
and  all  entrants  in  the  February
competitions! You  can  see  the  winners’
entries  in  the  library:  some  wonderful
colouring  and  excellent  acrostic  poems.
The ‘y’ in ‘library’ was tricky to use. Here
are three solutions from our winners:

➢ Yahoo, I love reading.

➢ You  are  welcome  to  come  and
borrow a book or two.

➢ Yes, now listen hard; visit it  soon
with your library card!

N.B. Our AGM will be held on Friday 5th May at 8 p.m. in the Village Centre. This will take
the form of a short business meeting followed by CHEESE AND WINE. Please come along and
meet many fellow readers.

Flood Prevention Scheme Exhibition is in the library until 7th April

Library Easter Opening Hours this month

The library will be closed on Good Friday, 14th and Bank Holiday Monday 17th

But it WILL BE OPEN on Easter Saturday, 15th

Happy  reading,  and  remember  to  visit  our  website  www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk for
further information.

For all the latest information visit our web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
FOKL Chairman: Pamela Allen FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington History Society
In February, we had our AGM, which was well attended. Once the ordinary business of the AGM
had been dealt with, we were pleased to make George Ross our new Life President in recognition
of his contribution to the Society, of which he was one of the founders. He was presented with a
certificate accordingly. We then had three contributions from members on Iron Age migrations into
the UK, ocean liners, and family memories from an Oxford family in the 1950’s. These we were
very well received.

At  the  time  of  writing  we  are  looking  forward  to  a  talk  by  James  Sadler on  “How the  first
Englishman to fly enabled me to overcome a lifelong height anxiety.”

In April we are to have a talk by Brian Andrews on “The shocking history of electricity in medicine
and surgery.”

All talks commence at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church Hall off Upper Road. All are welcome,
and non-members are asked to pay £2.50. There is free tea and coffee with biscuits afterwards with
donations for the same welcome.

— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Kennington Link WI
The President, Sheila Prior, was pleased to welcome members to our Annual General
Meeting, and the afternoon commenced with business matters. Correspondence was read
and this was followed by updates on next month’s group meeting, thoughts on a future
lunch outing, and a quick look at items detailed in News and Views.

The AGM

The  Treasurer,  Christine  Ravenscroft,  distributed  her  financial  statement  and gave  a  clear  and
comprehensive explanation of where our money goes.

The Secretary, Jean Mundy, gave the 48th Annual Report. After many years as Secretary, Jean is
retiring this year. Her report told of the overwhelming sadness of Rosalie Whiteley’s sudden death,
which  has  dominated  our  feelings  over  these  past  few months.  Rosalie  was  one  of  our  joint
presidents and is greatly missed, so we are very grateful to Sheila who has continued to carry on
alone. At this point Jean was presented with a beautiful bouquet of flowers and our sincere thanks
for all the work she has done.

President’s Report:  Sheila opened her report by thanking Jean for her many years of service as
Secretary. She also gave tribute to Rosalie and spoke of the many tasks she had undertaken. Thanks
were expressed to Pat Mabbutt, who will take over as our new secretary, and to Val Wood, who is
joining the committee. Several other members were acknowledged and thanked for the respective
ways in which they help to keep our Institute running smoothly.

After the AGM  our speaker, Val Wood, told of her experiences in Zimbabwe, and displayed
many fascinating examples of craft work made by people of that country. She had been born in
England and lived here for 12 years, but during the 1950’s her family moved to Africa, and in
particular, to the country we now know as Zimbabwe. They set off by boat and enjoyed all the
shipboard activities before landing at Cape Town, then they continued their long journey by train.
Both school and the unfamiliar food were a struggle to start with but Val gradually acclimatised and
for many years life was very good. However, their lives were greatly changed once the war took
hold. Money was devalued until it became worthless and the atmosphere was extremely tense so
Val embarked on her journey back to England. Having arrived safely she now lives locally but
keeps very happy memories of her earlier life in Zimbabwe.

The next meeting will be on 5th April when Beatrice Crawford will speak on Voices on the Great
Wall. All visitors will be very welcome.

30 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
mailto:bobtjohnston@gmail.com
mailto:bobtjohnston@gmail.com
mailto:bobtjohnston@gmail.com


31



32 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


Kennington Cancer Fund
Our thanks to all who made donations to our fund in memory of Dave Scholefield.

Our recent Cheese and Wine evening raised £1,213.00 thanks to all who donated prizes. Our next
event is the Shoe Sale Saturday 6th May, 10 a.m.–12 noon in the Village Hall.

Thames District Guides Table Top Sale
A big thank you to all who supported our recent Table Top Sale. We had more
visitors than ever, and every table was taken with some who would have liked a
table disappointed. We will be back next year so remember to book early.

— Liz Gaskell and Margaret Biggs

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

At its March meeting, the Council granted £300 to the Kennington Baby and Toddler Group in
support of their group that meets twice a week in the Village Centre. The Council also granted £250
to the Oxford Preservation Trust as a contribution towards an information notice board for the
Memorial field off Playfield Road playing field.

The  Council  has  employed  a  new  contractor  to  carry  out  the  grass  cutting  and  maintenance
contracts this year. The flagpole at the War Memorial has been cleaned and serviced as there had
been a few issues with the winding up/down of flags.

A speed and vehicle counter was in place for a week, either end of the village earlier last month, the
data from which is still to be analysed. Figures should be in next month’s edition of the Chronicle.

This month the Council is ‘testing the water’ around how residents feel about a ‘Paint Amnesty’.
Cllr Feather has written an article explaining this suggested initiative; details on page  14. If you
would be interested in  disposing of  your  unwanted paint  this  way please let  the Clerk or Cllr
Feather know.

The  Council  thanks  the  Horticultural  Society  for  the  lovely  splashes  of  colour  throughout  the
village where they have planted purple crocuses in collaboration with The Rotary Club of Oxford
Isis, to protect children and rid the world of polio.

It  has been suggested that Neighbourhood Watches need to be updated and modernised.  If any
residents are interested in volunteering to help the village, details can be found on the Thames
Valley  Police  website  http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/neighbourhood-watch.  Neighbourhood
Watch is all about people getting together with their neighbours to take action to cut crime.

Finally,  the  Council  looks  forward  to  seeing  you  at  this  year’s  Annual  Parish  meeting  on
Wednesday 26th April 7:30 p.m. More details on page 9.
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Dates of Council Meetings: April

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Parish Council Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Planning Committee
8 p.m.

Annual Parish Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Thursday 13th Tuesday 18th Thursday 26th

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the  plan  as  it  has  only  21  days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact  the  Clerk
immediately you  receive  notification  to  ensure  the  Parish  Council  members  are  aware  of  any
neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
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KOA upcoming events
From our own Correspondent: Stories and Supper Saturday 8th, 7:00 for 7:30 p.m.

Sponsored Knit at Edith Court Saturday 29th, 2:00–4:00 p.m.

KIDS FOR  KOA in  the  Village  Centre,  Saturday  6th May  at  6:00 p.m.  Music  performed  by
children and young people from the village.

The Fun Run Sunday 11th June. We need volunteer marshals. Marshals are placed at various points
round the Bagley Wood Fun Run course. Their role is to assist runners and walkers to keep to the
course and to call for assistance in the event of emergency.

If you are interested, please contact Tony Walton 01865 421976 or tony.walton@open.ac.uk.

Purple4Polio crocuses in Kennington
Kennington Horticultural Society, St Swithun’s
School  and  The  Rotary  Club  of  Oxford  Isis
have  planted  over  5,000  crocus  corms
throughout Kennington as part of a nationwide
initiative  to  help  rid  the  world  of  polio  by
supporting  the  nationwide  initiative,
Purple4Polio.

There have been promising steps, with just 18
cases of polio recorded this  year.  To make a
polio-free  world  a  reality,  Rotary,  which
started the campaign to eradicate  polio more
than 30 years ago and has spearheaded this major health initiative ever since, is determined to raise
awareness and funds to finish off the job.

Alicia Goodey, President of The Rotary Club of Oxford Isis, commented: “We are most grateful for
the  efforts  of  Kennington  Horticultural  Society,  who  bought  the  corms,  and  the  pupils  of  St
Swithun’s School in helping plant them. As a club we have worked tirelessly to ensure that polio is
eradicated for good, and with fewer cases being reported we believe we can end this deadly disease
forever.”

The colour purple has been chosen as it represents the colour of the dye which is placed on the little
finger of a child on mass immunisation days when literally millions of children in entire countries
are protected against the disease.

For more than 30 years, Rotarians have been committed to fighting to eradicate polio across the
world. The amount of polio-endemic countries has dropped from 125 to just 2, with over 2.5 billion
children receiving vaccinations thanks to the help of Rotary. With eradication now closer than ever,
Rotary’s latest campaign is designed to unite communities to engage in activities as part of what the
world is hoping will be the final efforts to eradicate polio forever.

The campaign importantly ties in with the 100th anniversary of The Rotary Foundation, Rotary’s
own and only charity, which has played a key role in bringing polio eradication close to reality,
along with thousands of other humanitarian projects both locally in Great Britain and Ireland, and
internationally.

President of Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland Eve Conway says: “The world stands
on the brink of an historic milestone and we must focus our efforts on the final push to eradicate
this disease to ensure a polio-free world. We are now so close to finishing the job with only two
remaining  countries  where  polio  is  still  endemic,  Pakistan  and  Afghanistan.  That  is  why  the
Purple4Polio campaign is so important to raise awareness and funds. Let’s join together to make
history and End Polio Now and Forever.”
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

The Choirs  will  be giving their  Spring Concert  in  Exeter  College  Chapel  in  Oxford on  Palm
Sunday 9th at 3 p.m. It will be a performance of Dvořák’s Stabat Mater. This is a most beautiful
work and is especially suitable for the beginning of Holy Week.

The  soloists  will  be  Claire  Barratt (Soprano),  Claire  Tasker (Mezzo-Soprano),  Ian  Barratt
(Tenor), and Stephen Barratt (Baritone). The Organist will be Malcolm Pearce and the conductor
will be  Trevor Cowlett MBE. Entry, as  always, is free but there will be a collection for  Medic
Assist International.

The Chapel gets very full for these concerts. Do come in good time and perhaps bring a cushion
with you. This will be a most beautiful afternoon. We look forward to seeing you.

— Trevor Cowlett

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Our new programme commences  in  April,  by  which  time  we aim to  have  circulated  the  new
programme and show schedules.  Membership remains at  just  £1. If you are not a member but
would like to join, please telephone the membership secretary on 730961.

Wednesday 19th April, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre. The start of our new 2017/18 programme, and
we welcome a new speaker, wildlife gardening specialist Stuart  Mabbutt, a regular contributor to
the Kennington Chronicle. Stuart’s talk is entitled, “Wildlife in Everyday Gardens.” Members £2,
non-members £3. Refreshments complimentary.

Saturday 6th May. Plant sale, St Swithun’s Church Grounds. If you want to buy a good range of
plants at competitive prices, come along to our plant sale. A limited number of tables are available
at £9 each. Tables must be booked in advance with Alison Peedell on 730961, and are available to
members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.

Wednesday 17th May: Coach Outing to Savill Gardens, Windsor. Visit to Windsor followed by a
two-hour cruise on River Thames with cream tea. Cost £35 pp. Itinerary:

1. Depart Kennington Manor Grove at 8:15 a.m. calling at bus stops through the village to
arrive at Savill Garden by 10 a.m. opening time.

2. Depart Savill Gardens for Windsor at approximately 12:15 p.m. Arrive Windsor Promenade,
12:30 lunch stop and free time.

3. 2:30 p.m. depart French Brothers cruiser for a two-hour cruise on River Thames with cream
tea.

4. 4:30 p.m. return to Windsor and join coach for return home, estimated 6 p.m.

To book, telephone the treasurer on 730961. Payment is due within 7 days of booking. Despite the
price this is good value. A similar trip organised by Savill Gardens is the same price but excludes
the coach fare of £8.40.

Further Information on the cruise: Leaving Windsor promenade, we have views of Windsor
Castle and Eton School. After passing Windsor Racecourse, the boat goes through Boveney Lock
and passes Sutherland Grange, the Willows and Bray Film studio. It then heads towards Oakley
Court, Queen’s Eyot and Monkey Island, where the boat turns and head back to Windsor. Cream
Tea is served. THE COACH IS FULL BUT NAMES ARE BEING TAKEN FOR A SECOND
MINI COACH.

21st June: Evening visit to Clematis Corner.

15th July: Coach Outing to Hyde Hall Essex.
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Kennington Health Centre
www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk, 01865 730911. Botley Medical Centre 01865 248719

Botley and Kennington Working Together

We realise that this is a time of change for Kennington Health Centre patients, and to a lesser extent
for Botley Medical Centre patients. This newsletter is to let you know how we are planning to run
your services from 1st April.

Doctors, nurses and administrative staff from both teams are working together to ensure that things
run as smoothly as possible.

We believe that this development will enable those at Kennington to continue to see a GP where
they  live  and  will  ‘future-proof’ both  practices  against  future  cuts  in  funding  by  achieving
economies of scale. We have already been able to bring our staffing levels up to full strength with
GPs and other Health Care Professionals, so the effect on Botley patients will not be detrimental.

Drs Hall and Akinola will continue to see patients at Kennington only. Dr Chadwick will continue
to see patients at Botley only. Drs Ballestero and Dr will see patients at both sites.

We have three new doctors joining the team: Dr Bregon started 1st March; Dr Frac starts 1st April;
and Dr Ramos starts 24th April. They will work across both sites.

From 1st April you can book a routine appointment with your GP and see doctors at either site, but
we expect  Botley  patients  would  normally  be  seen  at  Botley  Medical  Centre  and  Kennington
patients to be seen at Kennington Health Centre for routine appointments.

If you need to see a doctor urgently please telephone the surgery. There will be one doctor on call to
cover patients who need urgent attention on the day.

We will have an Advanced Nurse Prescriber at both sites. An ANP can see and treat most minor
illnesses, and can issue prescriptions. They can give advice on a range of conditions. If you have an
appointment with the ANP and they feel that you should see a doctor they will usually call a doctor
into their room to see you. Occasionally in some circumstances it may be necessary for you to
make a further appointment to be followed up by a GP.

I  am very  grateful  to  the  Patient  Participation  Groups from both  Practices  for  their  continued
support.

We will review how things are working and are open to hear feedback from you. Further updates
will follow.

— Caroline Jones, Practice Manager

Kennington Patient Participation Group
Contact the PPG on khcppg@gmail.com

The Kennington PPG and the Botley PPG had a productive meeting last month.
The two clinical practices merge on 1st April, with Kennington being supported by
the Botley management.

There  is  still  much  to  discuss,  and  the  Kennington  PPG  will  keep  you  updated  when  new
information becomes available.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.

47

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £10 £60

¼ page 100×145 mm £15 £90

½ page 205×145 mm £25 Currently full

DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is  News  not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  name  and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial

CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

mailto:editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
mailto:distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
mailto:adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.

Regular events
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton Village Centre Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre Tuesday & Thursday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public

April
Mon 3 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
Wed 5 2:15 p.m. Kennington Link WI Methodist Church

Sat 8
2–4 p.m. Table Top Sale St Swithun’s Church Hall
7 for 7:30 p.m. KOA: From our own correspondent St Swithun’s Church Hall

Sun 9 3 p.m. Kennington Choirs: Dvořák’s Stabat Mater Exeter College Chapel
Tue 11 10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
Wed 12 7:15 p.m. Kennington WI Village Centre
Thu 13 8 p.m. Parish Council Meeting Village Centre
Fri 14 12 noon Good Friday Service Methodist Church
Sun 16 10:30 am Easter Day Service Methodist Church
Mon 17 7:45 p.m. Kennington History Society Methodist Church

Tue 18
2:30 pm Ecumenical Home Fellowship (to be announced)
7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Wed 19
10:30 am Short Service of Worship Edith Court Lounge
7:30 p.m. K. Horticultural Society: Wildlife in Everyday Gardens Village Centre

Mon 24
2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
7:45 p.m. Kennington History Society: Electricity in Medicine Methodist Church

Wed 26 8 p.m. Annual Parish Meeting Village Centre
Sat 29 2–4 p.m. KOA Sponsored Knit Edith Court

May
Wed 3 2:15 p.m. Kennington Link WI Methodist Church

Sat 6
10 a.m.–12 noon Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale Village Centre
10 a.m.–12 noon Kennington Horticultural Society Plant Sale St Swithun’s Church Hall
6 p.m. Kids for KOA Village Centre

Mon 8 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre

Tue 9
10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Wed 10 7:15 pm Kennington WI Village Centre
Thu 11 8 p.m. Parish Council Meeting including Annual Meeting Village Centre
Sat 13 7 for 7:30 pm Oxford Ceilidh “Out of Hand” Village Centre
Mon 15 7:45 pm Kennington History Society: Oxfordshire between Wars Methodist Church
Wed 17 8:15 a.m. Kenn. Horticultural Society Outing so Savill Gardens
Mon 22 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
Tue 30 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre
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Please remember to update your diary dates on the Kennington website.Please remember to update your diary dates on the Kennington website.
Contact the Clerk on Contact the Clerk on clerk@kennington-pc.gov.ukclerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk for how to do so. for how to do so.
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