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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
For some of us the answer to the question, “What is your favourite place?” is an easy one. It might
be home, a holiday destination or simply a place that holds special memories. For others, like me,
the answer might be different depending on the day! I have been fortunate enough to visit some
interesting places over the years. I love where I live now, here in Kennington. I also love the West
Coast of Scotland, where I grew up; yet my favourite part of Scotland seems to change every time I
visit!
But what is it that makes a place special to us? It could, of course, be all sorts of things: people, the
community, memories, the beauty of the place. But I wonder perhaps, if common to all these
places, is a sense of peace and of belonging?
In the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples, The Lord’s Prayer, there is a line near the beginning
which says, “Thy kingdom come, here on Earth as it is in Heaven.” It’s a line, like the prayer, that
for many of us, is so familiar that it trips off the tongue without much thought. But whether we are
familiar with it or not we might reasonably ask what it means.
For Christians, God’s kingdom is the whole of creation, Heaven and Earth, as God meant it to be: a
place of peace, where there is no more suffering, no more death, no more pain; a place of joy and of
love where all are welcome. At Easter we celebrate Jesus’s resurrection, which marked the start of
the coming of this new kingdom; and although we know all too well that the world is still a broken
place with lots of problems, we can and do see glimpses of God’s kingdom in the world around us
all the time—unexpected kindness, sacrificial love, caring for neighbours both near and far. Part of
being a follower of Jesus is joining in with the work of making the world more like this, and we
trust that God is with us however we are feeling or wherever we are.
This year, the Archbishop of Canterbury has invited churches across England to take part in a
global initiative called Thy Kingdom Come from the 25th May to 4th June, to pray for ourselves, for
each other and for our communities. On Saturday 3 rd June there will be a special prayer trail
between our churches, and there are different prayer events on throughout the week. See overleaf
and our website for more information. All are welcome!
— Alison Mathew
Services in May
Sun 7th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 14th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

Sun 21st 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer
Sun 28tb 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

On the second, third and fourth Thursday of the month there is a short Communion Service at
10:30 a.m. The first Thursday, for the moment, is Morning Prayer.
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Thy Kingdom Come
In Radley, Sunningwell and Kennington, the Anglican Churches are joining with Kennington
Methodist Church and Bayworth Baptist Chapel to take part in a global, ecumenical activity
initiated by the Archbishop of Canterbury to pray for our neighbours, our communities and our
world.
All are welcome to join in with all or as many events as you like over the week.
Events
Thu 25th May 7 p.m.

Ascension Day Communion at St Leonard’s Sunningwell.

Thu 25th May Daytime St Swithun’s, St James and St Leonard’s will open all week with special
to
prayer stations designed on a part of The Lord’s Prayer—lots of
th
Sat 4 Jun
resources available to help you pray for yourself, for others and for our
communities.
Sat 27th May 1–9 p.m. Burn 24-7 at St Swithun’s. The Burn movement consists of communities
of people from different denominations who love Jesus and want to see
His Kingdom Come, unifying around the presence of God through
extended times of prayer and worship.
Sat 27th May 1:30 p.m. Prayer walk in Sunningwell (meet at Church).
Thu 1st Jun

7:30 p.m. Prayer meeting at the home of Sam and Emma Partington, 5 Fairways,
Kennington.

Fri 2nd Jun

2 p.m.

Sat 3rd Jun

8:45 a.m. Prayer meeting at St James, Radley.

Sat 3rd Jun

Prayer meeting at Bayworth Baptist Chapel.

Open Church Pilgrimage trail based on the Lord’s Prayer. Pray for
communities and people as you walk, cycle or drive between one or all
of St Swithun’s and the Methodist Church in Kennington, St James in
Radley, St Leonard’s in Sunningwell and Bayworth Baptist Chapel.
Pick up a trail guide from one of the churches and go from there!

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Messy Church at St Swithun’s. This month Messy Church will be on the 21st. The doors open for
Messy Church at 9:30 a.m. and it usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have
breakfast—cereals, toast, croissants, pain au chocolate, etc.—and then feel free to
wander around and see the activities or join in a discussion if you want to, all very
relaxed. Adults and children of all ages can enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to
explore Bible stories and to reflect a God of creativity. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee
and see how it works. You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service. Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
Bus Pass Tea will be on the 5th in the Church Hall at 3:30 p.m. Everybody very welcome.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are recourses in the prayer corner, which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

The Rev Rosemary Davies is on Sabbatical leave from 3rd April to 2nd July inclusive. During that
time all communications for the Minister should be sent via the Circuit Office, Wesley Memorial
Church, New Inn Hall Street, Oxford, OX1 2DH. The phone number is 01865 243216. Please do
not contact the Manse.
You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN MAY
7th 10:30 a.m. We welcome Andrew Maisey, from Witney, to lead our Morning Worship.
14th 10:30 a.m. The Rev John Rowland will lead our Morning Worship. During the service we
shall celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
21st 10:30 a.m. Sunday before Ascension Day. Aldersgate Sunday. We welcome Dr John
Lenton, from Kidlington, to lead our monthly service of Alternative Worship.
28th 10:30 a.m. Our Morning Worship will be led by Paul Spray, from Oxford.
OTHER ACTIVITIES
Monday 1st May. MN8. The monthly Bible Study at 8 p.m. at the Church. This is a time of lively,
informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of contemporary issues
and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
The Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group will meet on Tuesday 16th May at
2:30 p.m. The venue is to be announced. There is a welcome to all.
Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 17th May at 10:30 a.m.
This is an informal service beginning with a hymn, a reading from the Bible to see how its message
can apply to us today. Lastly, there are prayers for our community and the world. All are welcome.
COFFEE MORNING Tuesday 9th May in the Methodist Church from 10 a.m. onwards. Bring
& Buy Stalls available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new?
You will be most welcome. Our June Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 13 th June at
10 a.m. The April Coffee Morning raised £92.62.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH: If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Saturday 6th May, 10 a.m.–12 noon: Plant sale: If you want to buy a good range of plants at
competitive prices, come along to our plant sale. A limited number of tables is available at £9 each.
Tables must be booked in advance with Alison Peedell on 730961 and are available to members
only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.
Wednesday 17th May: Coach Outing to Savill Gardens, Windsor, followed by a two-hour cruise
on River Thames with cream tea. Cost £35 pp. Final arrangements are:
1. Coach № One will commence loading from Daisy Bank, Abingdon, at 7:45 p.m. and then
depart from Kennington Manor Grove at 8 a.m. (note change) calling at bus stops through
the village to arrive at Savill Gardens by 10 a.m. opening time.
2. Coach № 2 will commence loading at approximately 7:50 a.m. at the Church bus stop, and
then the post office.
3.

Both coaches will pick up at the Best One.

4. Depart Savill Gardens for Windsor at approximately 1:30 p.m.. Arrive Windsor Promenade
in adequate time to board the 2:30 p.m. French Brothers cruiser for a two-hour cruise on
River Thames with cream tea.
5. Please be at the boat station by 2:15 p.m.
6. 4:30 p.m. return to Windsor and join coach for return home, estimated 6 p.m.
Please note that following further research and the time of the boat cruise, we have decided to
extend the time at Savill Gardens, where lunch will be an option or we suggest taking a picnic.
We still have a few places available. To book, telephone the treasurer on 730961. Payment is due
within 7 days of booking.
Further Information on cruise: Leaving Windsor promenade, we have views of Windsor Castle
and Eton School. After passing Windsor Racecourse, the boat goes through Boveney Lock and
passes Sutherland Grange, the Willows and Bray Film studio. It heads towards Oakley Court,
Queen’s Eyot and Monkey Island, where the boat turns and head back to Windsor. Cream Tea is
served.
Wednesday 21st June: Evening visit to Clematis Corner: Bookings are now being taken for this
evening visit to Clematis Corner at Shillingford. As with previous evening events, transport will be
by private car. When booking please advise if you can provide transport or will require transport.
Meet in the Village Centre car park at 6:30 p.m.
The cost of the evening will be £6, being a donation to one of three charities supported by Mr &
Mrs Brown, the proprietors, with wine and nibbles. Bookings please to the treasurer on 730961.
15 July 2017: Coach Outing to Hyde Hall Essex. Full details in June’s Chronicle.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Look up!
Now that the temperatures are rising, I see many more heads bobbing up and down over the garden
fences as more people get out and enjoy their gardens in all their forms.
How aware are we though of the nature and the actual environment around us?
Many of the gardens I see around have trees in them, but how many of us spend time looking up
into the canopy? There’s often a whole new world of life up there, bathed in dappled sunlight as the
wind rocks and sways the branches.
A whole range of different insects regularly call tree canopies home, and they often differ from
those you find on the ground, enjoying your flowers, plants and crops with you.
The initial burst of life in spring of our garden blue tits as they pair up, mate, have young, which
hopefully fledge, is followed by what seems silence as they disappear. They haven’t though as these
tit families climb into the canopy of trees and gorge themselves on the insects and caterpillars that
inhabit that space. So after the current breeding season is complete, look upwards and see if you
can spot these family groups.
Maybe do a quick survey and see if different species of birds, not just the blue tits, prefer different
species of trees.
The message of this piece is to get out and enjoy your garden, local park, or even woodland.
Remember to look upward too. Nature is all around.

Kennington Link WI
The President, Sheila Prior, was happy to welcome one visitor to our April meeting
and we hope to see her again in the months to come.
Business Proceedings and Correspondence contained many items of interest. There was a report of
the recent WI meeting at the Town Hall. A card from Jean Mundy expressed her appreciation for
the bouquet of flowers she received on relinquishing the secretaryship. Orders were taken for the
coming year’s issues of ‘News & Views’. There was the annual collection for ACWW, and names
were taken for the 2018 WI Diaries and Calendars (we were delighted to see Margaret Young’s two
photographs in next year’s Calendar). A card with our good wishes was given to Grace Seccombe,
who is leaving Kennington this month; we hope that she will be happy in her new home. Finally,
our new WI Programme was distributed showing that we will enjoy many diverse speakers in the
coming year.
A self-published book called Voices on the Great Wall was the subject of this month’s talk. Whilst
sorting through old magazines our speaker, Beatrice Crawford, found a leaflet promoting a charity
walk along the Great Wall of China and felt an urge to raise money for hospices. Immediately she
began planning for what turned out to be the most exciting time of her life. Starting with a little
history we heard the wall was started in 200 BC when the first Emperor of China wanted to protect
his kingdom from nomads. Although he unified China, he was a formidable ruler and considered
himself too important to die alone, hence his enormous army of warriors. However, the Great Wall
cast a spell upon our speaker and great emotion overtook her as she journeyed along—walking for
as much as 10 hours a day. This was to be a life-changing experience: after several years grieving
the loss of her son she began to feel sufficiently resilient to start writing her book, and accordingly
all proceeds are donated to the hospice.
The next meeting will be on 3rd May when we will discuss this year’s RESOLUTIONS.
10
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
The current Parish Council Clerk, Anne Feather, has resigned her position. The Parish Council
thanks her for her hard work over the years. She will be replaced from May by Rachel Brown, who
has had plenty of experience in working with councils.
The Parish Council has received complaints about parking especially along the main road. The
police are aware, and people found causing illegal obstructions to traffic and pedestrians (including
disabled) will be dealt with.
Dates of Council Meetings: May
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.
Thursday 11th
Tuesday 9th & 30th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ

Kennington Baby & Toddler Group
The Baby and Toddler Group is going through a period of change: three of the five current
committee members are due to step down from their roles at the end of this academic year. Without
a full committee we will have to either reduce the meeting days from two to one, or close
altogether.
We do not want this to happen; the roles are not onerous and require a commitment to be at the
group once a week to help open up, and 3 or 4 committee meetings per year. If you would like
information on being part of the committee, please do contact me.
The parents and toddlers recently took part in a Sponsored Read with Usborne Books. The group
raised just over £100, which can be spent on books from Usborne Books at Home and School. We
are excited to see which books we can choose. We have recently been awarded a grant from the
parish council for £300; this will allow us to buy a great many more toys and resources, which we
are thrilled about.
In the Summer term we plan to hold a raffle to raise more funds, so please do look out for further
information and support that when the time comes.
We have welcomed some new members this year, and have many new faces, but I am sure there are
still many people out there who don’t come along, so please do give us a try! The first 2 sessions
are free, and you might make some new friends!
The Baby and Toddler Group meets on a Tuesday and Thursday in the Village Centre between 9:30
and 11:30 a.m. We are a friendly group with a selection of toys for the children, including some
messy play and craft. We also have tea and coffee available for the parents and carers.
We look forward to seeing you soon.
— Liz Lawson, Chairman, 07974 195972, wizzybird@hotmail.com
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KADS News
The Wizard of Oz, June
Join Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society as we venture down the Yellow Brick Road
to the enchanting world of Oz, singing and dancing as we go. Based on the popular tale
with all the well-loved characters including Dorothy, Scarecrow, the Cowardly Lion and the
Wicked Witch of the West!
Performances at Kennington Village Centre

Friday 23rd
Saturday 24th
Sunday 25th

7:30 p.m.
2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
2 p.m.

All tickets are £5 for the first performance, then £8.50 adults, £6.50 concessions, £25 family ticket
(of four to include one adult) for the remaining performances. Under 5’s go free (on laps). To book
tickets, please contact Kay in the Box Office on 01865 739025 or boxoffice@kenningtonads.org.uk
Look out for the poster on page 37 and around the Village. You can also take a look at our
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS for updates on the show!
Sinbad collection for Scouts and Guides
We are delighted by our audience’s generosity, as our bucket collection over the course of the
pantomime raised £650. This will be split between Kennington Scout and Guide groups, so thank
you to our supporters for your donations.

The Good Shepherd Church says goodbye
Dear Parishioners of Kennington
As you may know, the sale of the building known as The Good Shepherd Church to the Charity,
Headway, was completed early 2016. An agreement was reached between Headway and the
Portsmouth Diocese (the former owners of the building) that the premises could continue to be used
for Christmas and Easter Day Masses, as well as Masses on Monday evenings. However, the
expansion of their service, as well as the arrival of large equipment, means that the space being
used for our Altar has become essential for Headway’s current needs. It has therefore been agreed
that the building will no longer be used by the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
It goes without saying, I know, that everyone will continue to be welcomed to the Churches of the
Parish; Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley, and The Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford.
The history of the transition from ‘The Good Shepherd Church’ to ‘Premises for Headway’ goes
back to the year 2002, when Headway was seeking to relocate from its then headquarters in
Rivermead at the top of the Abingdon Road. At that time, due to shortages of Priests, the Good
Shepherd Church in Kennington lost its weekly Sunday Mass. Following extensive negations,
Headway became our tenant and rented the building for two or three days each week, thus assisting
the Parish with their running costs. Over the following years, use of the building by Headway grew,
as did its service to the community of sufferers with brain-injuries. It was eventually agreed that the
freehold of the property should be sold to Headway by the Portsmouth Diocese.
Obviously the congregation of the Good Shepherd Church is sad indeed to be saying ‘goodbye’ to
our spiritual home for nearly 60 years. However, we are proud to have been able to help Headway
find a new local home in the Oxford area. We wish them a long and successful life in the Village of
Kennington.
— Father Daniel Lloyd, Parish Priest, Hinksey Catholic Parish, 07584 323915,
dlloyd@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk, 01865 247986, hinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
14

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

15

16

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Choirs’ Spring Concert in Exeter College Chapel in Oxford on Palm Sunday, 9th April, was a
most memorable afternoon. The programme was a performance of Dvořák’s Stabat Mater. This is
a haunting work, and the singing of both the choir and the soloists was absolutely beautiful. The
acoustics of the Chapel showed off the music to perfection. It was a wonderful start to Holy Week.
The soloists were Claire Barratt (Soprano), Claire Tasker (Mezzo-Soprano), Ian Barratt (Tenor),
and Stephen Barratt (Baritone). The Accompanist was Malcolm Pearce and the conductor was
Trevor Cowlett MBE. The collection was for Medic Assist International and the total raised for the
afternoon was £1,192.85.
The Choirs are now preparing for four performances of Gilbert & Sullivan’s The Mikado in late
June and early July. Rehearsals are held every Friday evening in the Methodist Church Hall in
Upper Road at 7:45 p.m. If you enjoy singing and would like to join us, we would be pleased to see
you. There are no auditions or subscriptions, and library copies are available. You would be most
welcome.
— Trevor Cowlett

Kennington Women’s Institute
Our President took us through a number of general items of information and details
about future trips including visits to Romsey, Houghton Lodge and Knebworth
House. There was a suggestion that we might like to go paintballing but we
declined.
Our speaker this month is gaining a well-deserved reputation as someone who knows his subject,
takes the time to extend his knowledge by research and can hold the attention of his audience. We
were very pleased therefore to welcome David Holt, who gave us a talk entitled, “The Last Five
Cathedrals.”
There are 51 cathedrals in England and Wales. Apparently, there are three types of Cathedrals:
Minsters, such as York Minster; Cathedrals, for example Durham; and Royal Peculiars. Wonderful
title—it means that the sovereign decides who the bishop will be. Westminster Abbey falls into this
category.
As the talk suggested, David entertained us with details of the last five cathedrals that he visited,
namely Birmingham, Newcastle, Bangor, Manchester and Blackburn. We heard about how
Birmingham removed their wonderful stained glass windows designed by the great Edward Burn
Jones. These windows were hidden in a Welsh coal mine for the duration of WWII which saved
them from certain destruction as Birmingham Cathedral was bombed and badly damaged. We were
shown photographs of the magnificent lantern tower at Blackburn. Blackburn was designated a
cathedral in the 1930’s but not consecrated until 1977. We remembered the damage done to
Manchester during the war and later by an IRA bomb. David told us so much fascinating
information about the other cathedrals that I recommend you try to hear him speak on this subject.
Why not join us at our next meeting on Wednesday 10 th May at 7:15 p.m. in the Village Centre to
watch a flower arranging demonstration. Or perhaps you would like to come to our Coffee Morning
to be held on Tuesday 20th June, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon at the Methodist Centre. We will be
charging £1.50 for a drink and a cake. We look forward to seeing you.
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Playfield equipment gym equipment
There have been a couple of requests for extra gym items at the Playfield Road playfield, for
example for a fitness bench. We are trying to ascertain how many people would be likely to
use such equipment.
If you would regularly use this type of gym equipment at the playfield, please contact the Parish
Council Clerk on clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk to let her know what type of equipment would
interest you.

KOA
www.koa.org.uk
The 2017 Kennington Overseas Aid fund-raising season is off to a great start with the From Our
Own Correspondent: Stories and Supper on 8th April. The evening was extremely well attended.
Thanks to all those who made it such a success: Sylvia for having the idea in the first place and for
organising it, and Laila and Jamie for sharing their stories of UNICEF and Standing Voice
respectively. Special thanks and appreciation to the team of cooks and helpers.
Upcoming events for May and early June
KIDS FOR KOA Concert on Saturday 6th May, 6:00 p.m. in the Village
Hall. Once again we are looking for lots of children to perform in the KOA
concert helping to raise money for Standing Voice’s sight clinics for albino
sufferers in Tanzania. Performers can do almost anything—sing, play an
instrument, dance, even read a favourite poem or short story; solo or with
friends. Please contact Christian and Jill Bradley, 71A Bagley Wood Road,
07880 716633, info@isis-instruments.com.
KOA Cheese and Wine Party, Friday 9 th June, 7:00 p.m. in the garden at 75 Bagley Wood Road.
Tickets £7.50 in advance from Derek and Anne Stark, derek@dstark.free-online.co.uk or
01865 735562. Ticket price includes first drink and cheese snacks. Wine bottling demonstration—
fill and cork a bottle yourself to take home—everything provided.

Our popular annual Bagley Wood Fun Run and Walk, Sunday 11 th June, 11:30 a.m. Everyone
welcome! It starts at 11:30 a.m. at Forest Side playing field. Race, run, jog or walk through Bagley
Wood (not normally open to the public), by kind permission of St John’s College. Please arrive no
later than 11:00 to ensure that you are registered by 11:15 a.m.
Thank you to those who responded to the earlier call for volunteers to act as marshals for the Fun
Run. Unfortunately, we are still short of marshals. You will be taken to your post in Bagley Wood
and it will be your job to simply indicate in the manner of an old-fashioned traffic cop which way
the runners should go. If you are willing to act as a marshal, please email Tony at
tony.walton@open.ac.uk.
Co-chair
Co-chair
Secretary
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Brenda Groth
01865 739229
Marilyn Farr
01865 326519
Laila Ismail Khan 07880 972664

egroth@virginmedia.com
marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk
lismailkhan@yahoo.com
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

19

20

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Fly tipping
Fly tipping costs the councils a lot of money—it can run to tens or even hundreds of
thousands of pounds. Those costs fall on us, the community.
If you spot a fly tipper or suspicious activity, please note as much information as you can—the
vehicle’s registration number and a photograph both help—and let the Vale know on 03000 610610,
admin.vale@biffa.co.uk or via their online form http://bit.ly/vohw-fly
Police do sometimes catch and fine the offenders, so it is worth reporting.

Putting it on paper
Next in a series by Becca Heddle, Writer and Editor, 01865 326508, becca.heddle@btinternet.com
My article this month is about spelling—in particular, spelling words that sound the same, because
they can pose a problem even to people who don’t have difficulty spelling more complicated words.
These words that sound the same (homophones to the technically-minded) are all real words of
course, which means that our computer friends, the spell-checkers, don’t always spot them. They
happily leave ‘form’ in place, with no red wiggle underneath, when it is perfectly clear that I ought
to have typed ‘from’—so what hope is there when I use words that sound the same?
So watch out for the next sentence. I’m going to make all the mistakes I can with three words that
sound the same, and the spellcheckers won’t pick them all up:
Their is no point pretending that there completely in control of they’re feet.
Interestingly, Word put two of those mistakes right as I typed them – I had to put them wrong again
– so maybe there is hope. And what I meant of course was:
“There is no point pretending that they’re completely in control of their feet.”
If your computer doesn’t tend to spot them, or you’re writing on paper rather than using a
computer, you might need some tricks to help you remember which word to use in what situation.
Finding your own ways of remembering these things often works best, but here are some
suggestions which may work for you, or inspire you to make your own.
They’re is always short for ‘they are’. If find yourself writing ‘they’re’, try saying ‘they are’ in
your sentence to check. Does the sentence still make sense? If so, you’ve got the right word. If not,
think again! It may be one of the two that follow…
There is used in the phrases ‘there is’ and ‘there are’, and to mean ‘in that place’. I find it useful to
remember that ‘here’ is a place word too; ‘there’ has ‘here’ inside it, which has always helped me
remember the spelling.
Their means ‘which belongs to them’, as in ‘they all put on their coats’, or ‘the dogs had mud on
their paws’. It can be used for things that aren’t alive too, of course: ‘The planets keep to their
orbits around the sun.’
‘Where’ and ‘wear’ can also be a problem: try this. Like ‘there’, the word ‘where’ has ‘here’ inside
it—an answer to the question it asks. ‘Where are you?’ ‘Here!’
And ‘wear’ meaning mainly ‘have (a piece of clothing) on’ or ‘damage by use’ has a useful ‘a’ in it,
as in ‘I am wearing a coat’ or ‘it’s wearing a hole in my shoe.’
I’m one of the lucky people who learned to spell quite easily, but I’m aware that that’s not
completely normal. The English language is full of spelling oddities, because no one has ever
standardised the mishmash of ways we write things. Maybe it’s a good trade-off for the enormous
vocabulary at our disposal… Whatever the case, at least we can find tricks to make these things
easier!
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
ALL MEMBERS OF THE FRIENDS OF KENNINGTON LIBRARY
AGM Friday 5th May, 8 p.m. in the Village Centre.
This will take the form of a short business meeting followed by CHEESE AND WINE. Please
come along and meet many fellow readers. There’s still time to become a member or to renew
your membership! You can do this in the library or by using our online form:
www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk/become-a-member
Free Events for Children this month
➢

Rhyme Time Monday 8th May 2–2:30 p.m. Come and join in with rhymes old and new.

➢

Story and Craft Wednesday 17th May 10:30–11:30 a.m. for those under school age. Drop
in for as long as you like!

➢

Half Term Story and Craft Wednesday 31st May 10:30–11:30 a.m. Elmer Day for ages
4 and over. Please book your free place at the library.

This month’s Author Talk is on Wednesday 3 rd at 11 a.m. It will be given
by our very own Sylvia Vetta! Coffee will be served from 10:30.
Ten years ago Sylvia Vetta had the idea of casting away interesting people to
the island of Oxtopia—a bit like Desert Island Discs without the music!
Since then she has written the life stories of 120 people for The Oxford
Times. The features have been turned into 3 books and the final one was
launched in March. Sylvia will talk about what she has learned about life
writing and suggest how you can go about it. Copies of Oxford Castaways 3
will be on sale and all proceeds will go to Sobell House.
The library will be CLOSED this month on Bank Holidays Monday 1 st
and Monday 29th.
Happy reading! Don’t forget to look at our website for further information.
For all the latest information visit our web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
FOKL Chairman: Pamela Allen
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

Prize bingo in aid of Alzheimer’s and prostate cancer
Friday 5th May
Doors open 7 p.m.
Eyes down 7:30 p.m.
Radley Village Hall
Children welcome
Donations of prizes also welcome
Please come along and help us raise as much money as we can for both charities
— Charmin Croft 07450 274353
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Walking for well-being with Kennington Strollers
Join us to improve your fitness, mobility and general well-being!
A free programme of ten short walks, starting off at a gentle pace
Try one, two, three laps round the Playing field at Playfield Road, Kennington
Gradually increase your pace and distance over the ten walks
We have changed the start time to 2 p.m.
Walks are the first and third Tuesday of each month from May to September
2nd & 16th May, 6th & 20th June, 4th & 18th July, 1st & 15th August, 5th & 19th September
Please consult your GP if you haven’t exercised for some time to check that walking for
exercise is suitable for you. Walkers participate at their own risk.
Contact Rosemary on 01865 735419 or gardneraldgate@outlook.com

Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk, 01865 730911. Botley Medical Centre 01865 248719
Changes at Kennington
At the time of writing, 10th April, we have just completed our first week of managing the GP
practice at Kennington. It is a time of change for everyone, not least me as I have not worked across
two sites before. Fortunately I have experienced and capable administrators at both sites, who help
me out with a smile.
The reception team has managed the changes well. It is not easy for them to adapt to a different
way of working. We will have regular reviews on how the appointment system is working, so
please do let us know how you are finding things.
The new doctors working at Kennington are Drs Ballestero, McEwen, Bregon and Frac. Dr Hall
and Dr Akinola continue to see their patients as before.
We have been fortunate in recruiting a Physiotherapist. He has been able to see and treat patients
with a variety of problems with their joints or muscles. You can book an appointment directly with
him; you do not need to see your doctor first. It is probably worth explaining to the receptionist
what your problem is, to ensure that you are seen by the most appropriate person.
Hopefully you have also seen the benefit of having an Advanced Nurse Practitioner, who can see
and treat a range of minor illnesses. She can prescribe medication if she thinks it is appropriate. She
joins Penny and Lisa, who continue to undertake the nursing duties at the Health Centre.
We have reallocated the patients registered with Dr Jones and Dr Erin, but when the systems merge
at the end of April we will lose this data. We do have a plan for quickly putting things back as they
were, and hopefully by the time you are reading this the transition will have been seamless.
The telephone systems will merge sometime in May. There will then be one central number to
telephone: 01865 248719.
It will take a while for procedures and processes to settle down and for us all to adapt to a new way
of working. Please be patient with us. We are trying to do what is best for the patients of both
Kennington and Botley.
I am happy to receive comments and suggestions from you and look forward to continuing to
provide a GP service fit for the future.
— Caroline Jones, Practice Manager
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Sandford Hydro update from Low Carbon Hub
Coming together: The structure on the Kennington side of the Lasher Weir has been
rising steadily, with the three channels where the Archimedes screws will sit now
clearly visible. Please keep an eye out for anyone entering the building site without
authorisation—it’s an unsafe environment! If you do see someone, please inform our contractors
Fergal on 01865 300666 or 07530 260820.
The three screws have now arrived
at the Wharf in Sandford-onThames, from where they will be
floated to be installed at the Weir.
Low Carbon Hub, who are
developing the community energy
project for the local community, is
expecting this to be in early May.
During this time, the pedestrian
footbridge on the island will
unfortunately have to be removed
temporarily from 28th April. This
will be for a maximum of four
weeks, hopefully less. Maps with
more information for those using the
footpaths in the area have already gone up; you can also download a map and find all the news
about the project build: www.lowcarbonhub.org/sandford-hydro-project-updates
Finally, the Low Carbon Hub’s community share offer remains open until 31 st May, with the aim to
maximise both the community ownership and community benefit of this Hydro project.

Citizens Advice Bureau
Semi-regular article from Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau— www.caox.org.uk
Are you entitled to sick pay?
People often ask us for advice on sick pay they haven’t received but to which they thought they
were entitled. It seems that some unscrupulous employers avoid paying sick pay to people who are
too ill to work. They do this by using tactics such as taking them off rotas and cutting their wages.
People are entitled to be paid if they are off work for four working days or more and earn more than
£112 a week. However, some employers are exploiting the confusion surrounding the rules on
statutory sick pay and occupational sick pay. Tactics often used by employers include:
• Cancelling staff shifts after they call in sick, so that it looks as if they aren’t intended to be
working.
• Reducing the staff member’s working hours so that they don't meet the £112 threshold.
• Saying that a GP’s note is needed for even a few days off. In fact, people can self-certify for up
to seven days.
Statutory Sick Pay is the Government’s minimum level of pay for employees who are absent from
work due to illness. To qualify, the employee must earn at least £112 per week and provide proof of
sickness for absence exceeding 7 days. Occupational Sick Pay is where an organisation chooses to
provide sick pay that is more generous than the statutory minimum.
With the cold and flu season still under way, Citizens Advice is urging people who are too ill to
work to check their sick pay eligibility and to seek advice if their employer won't pay.
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1st Kennington Guides
This term, we have been working on a superhero challenge. The Guides
organised their own activities, including creating their own superheroes,
designing lairs for the supervillains, drawing comic strips, acting out their superhero stories and
running a superhero party with themed games, food and drink.
We are looking forward to the summer term and more outdoor activities, including sleeping in
bivouacs and meeting other Guides at the County Activity Day at Youlbury.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Kennington History Society
On the 20th March we had a superb, witty and well researched talk by Richard O Smith entitled,
“How the first Englishman to fly enabled me to overcome lifelong height anxiety.” It was very well
received.
We are now looking forward in April to a talk by Brian Andrews on the promising topic, “The
shocking history of electricity in medicine and surgery.”.
Next month the talk will be by Trevor Rowley on “Oxfordshire between the Wars” on 15 th May. All
talks start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road. Non-members are charged £2.50.
There is free tea and coffee afterwards, though donations are welcome. We are now taking bookings
for our annual trip which this year goes to Bristol on Thursday 21 st September. The cost to nonmembers is £13. Our Treasurer Mr David Jones of 33 Playfield Road is taking bookings.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Mariposa Trust
Joining together in Oxford to remember the 700 babies lost daily in the UK — www.mariposatrust.org
When parents go through the devastating loss of a baby, whether during pregnancy, at birth or in
infancy, they often feel isolated and unable to process the overwhelming grief and trauma that
miscarriage, stillbirth, neonatal and early years loss brings. What most do not realise is that they are
not alone and sadly around 700 other parents will go through the same loss each day in the UK.
The Mariposa Trust charity’s primary division ‘Saying Goodbye’ provides comprehensive support
solutions including the ‘Saying Goodbye’ services of remembrance, held at cathedrals, minsters and
abbey’s across the UK and internationally. These services allow parents, and their extended family
and friends to acknowledge and remember each child they have lost in a supportive and beautiful
service.
On Saturday 20th May, a Saying Goodbye service will be taking place at 7:30 p.m. at Christ
Church Cathedral, Oxford, Oxfordshire. This is the 85th such service since September 2012, one of
over 20 taking place this year. These uplifting and moving services filled with music, poems, acts
of remembrance and more have helped countless thousands of people find healing and solace.
The services though held in cathedrals and similar
venues are open to anyone of any faith or no faith, are
free to attend, and welcome not only individuals and
couples who have been through loss, but also their
extended family and friends. Children are welcome to
attend, and there is no need to pre-book, as the services
are not ticketed events.
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Coffee Morning
A date for your diary!
Kennington Women’s Institute invites you to our annual
Coffee Morning
Tuesday 20th June
10:30 a.m.–12 noon
Methodist Church, Upper Road
Tea or coffee and cake £1.50
Raffle
All very welcome!

Kennington Scouts
Kitchen Alert ! Attention—not only has the long-awaited work to our kitchen
commenced, but also it is nearly finished! We have received comments from
those who have taken a peak: “Tardis-like,” “The kitchen is looking splendid; very airy and bright
and appears to have doubled in size!” More to follow next time!
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining - we have a waiting list
for kids, but space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com
BBC News: Leader shortage means 51,000 children wait to join Scouts. There are 51,000
children on a waiting list to become Scouts, Beavers, Cubs or Explorers, according to the
organisation behind the movement. The Scout Association, which is open to girls and boys between
six and 18, blamed a shortage of volunteer leaders. It said record numbers of adults were members
but that volunteers had limited amounts of time. Chief Scout Bear Grylls said it was a “challenge”
to recruit more people. “We’ve got 51,000 young people wanting to join and benefit from what
scouting offers,” he said. “Volunteering changes us all for the better. Please join me.”

Help for the homeless: Kennington Churches Together
The collection for the Oxford Homeless Pathways will be made on Sundays 14 th & 21st May. Items
requested are:
➢

Towels, toiletries, underwear, socks and cheap toothbrushes. Sorry, we cannot accept
blankets.

➢

Crockery, pots & pans, cutlery, bed linen (for the re-homing project)

➢

Cereals, long-life milk, tins of beans and spaghetti, soup, minced beef. Marmite, breakfast
cereals, tuna

If you are unable to leave your donations at one of the Churches in Kennington, please contact one
of us.
Many thanks for your help. The Oxford Homeless Pathways greatly appreciates it.
Ann Coulter, 01865 739271
John Marson, 01865 735145
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
Spring has definitely sprung, and in school we have been enjoying a spell of settled
weather, which means that the children can play on our lovely field. As ever, it has been
a busy time in school. During the second half of the spring term, we had our Ofsted
inspection, which confirmed that St Swithun’s is still a ‘Good’ school. The inspector reviewed the
evidence of the hard work that has gone on since our last inspection in 2011. Our school has
undergone many changes since then and has a great deal to celebrate. The current Ofsted inspection
framework is arguably more challenging than ever before and retaining our judgement of ‘Good’
reflects the higher standards that are now evident in all aspects of the school’s work.
Our governors and staff have embraced change with enthusiasm, driven by the determination to
provide the very best possible teaching and learning opportunities for all the children, without ever
losing sight of the caring and supportive ‘family’ ethos that makes our school’s learning
environment so rich.
I thank our staff and governors for their tireless work on behalf of all our children as well as saying
a heartfelt thank you to our many friends from the village who help us in so many ways. Thanks
and congratulations must also go to all the children, for their wonderful enthusiasm, fabulous
attitudes to learning and their constant determination to be the best that they can be in all aspects of
school life.
Our class report this time comes from Mrs Harris and her Year 1 children in Ash class.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
To end our wonderful ‘Megastructures’ topic,
all the children in Year One were lucky be taken
on a school trip to Legoland. During our visit,
we took part in a workshop where we learnt all
about gears and pulleys and how they are used in
modern construction. We made our own
Legoland ride out of (of course!) Lego, using
gears and pulleys to make the ride move. We
discovered that the position of the gears changed
the speed of the ride. We worked well in teams
—future engineers in the making!
During our day, we visited Miniland where we spotted many of the London megastructures that we
have learnt about in class, such as The London Eye, Big Ben and Buckingham Palace. The weather
was glorious, so we enjoyed our lunch in the sunshine!
After lunch, we were lucky to go on some rides. Our most
favourite was the submarine ride! We went into a submarine
that submerged under water and we spotted fish, sharks and
stingrays. We also went on the fire engine ride where we had to
drive the fire engine and put out the fire, which linked with our
Learning on ‘The Great Fire of London’.
After a busy and wonderful day, many of us slept on the
journey back to school. “This was the best day ever!” many of
the children commented on arrival back to school. All of the
teachers were proud of the children in Ash and Sycamore
classes; they were a pleasure to take out of school.
— Mrs Harris and her Year 1 children in Ash
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My Scouting Journey
Cub Scouting Past and Future
I started my journey with the Scouting movement as a Beaver when I was six years old. I remember
going on the Zodiac camp in Thame, and my dad had to camp too, as we had to have a parent with
us. I experienced my first climbing wall and held Chinchillas. It was a very hot weekend and we
had great fun. I completed all six of my challenge badges and left Beavers with my Chief Scout
Bronze Award.
I moved up to Cubs at 8 and remember camping out in October and doing our Astrology badge. It
was very cold and we had to take Arctic bags to help keep warm. I had my first week away camp in
Bournemouth and we visited Brownsea Island. Again I completed all my challenge badges and was
awarded my Chief Scout Silver award.
When I moved up to Scouts, the opportunity to go with the Oxfordshire Scouts to Kandersteg in
Switzerland had just been announced. I really wanted to go and we spent the next year helping with
fundraising events for the trip. We were away for 11 days and this experience helped me to obtain
my Chief Scout Gold Award very early on in Scouts— was one of the youngest to have received
this award.
I have since been to Iceland for two weeks with the Scouts and again have done lots of fundraising
for this trip. The best part of the trip was the night swimming in the ice lake. It was very cold and
still light, even though it was 11 p.m. We had a fantastic time. I’ve been to places I probably
wouldn’t have gone to had it not been for Scouts.
I’ve been on several Aqua camps, building rafts and lots of other water based activities. I have
completed a first level sailing course, learnt to cook basic meals, archery, built a go-kart, zip-wire,
rifle shooting, climbing walls, visits to Fire Stations and Police HQ, to name a few.
I hope to continue my time in Scouts with Explorers.
— Cameron Smith, age 14
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Bookings
Contact Peter Biggs
01865 730353
07831 661365
peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
Tue
Wed

Mon
Tue

2 2 p.m.
3 2:15 p.m.
10 a.m.–12 noon
6 10 a.m.–12 noon
6 p.m.
8 2–4 p.m.
10 a.m.
9
8:00 p.m.
10 7:15 pm
11 7:30 p.m.
13 7 for 7:30 pm
15 7:45 pm
16 2 p.m.
2:30 pm
8:15 a.m.
17
10:30 a.m.
22 2–4 p.m.
30 8:00 p.m.

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sun
Tue
Wed
Sat

5
6
7
8
9
11
13
14
17

Sat
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon
Tue
Wed

2 p.m.
2 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
11:30 a.m.
10 a.m.
7:15 p.m.
12 noon–3:30 p.m.
2–4 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
TBA
7:30 p.m.

Mon 19
Tue 20
Wed 21
Fri 30

May
Kennington Strollers
Kennington Link WI
Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale
Kennington Horticultural Society Plant Sale
Kids for KOA
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting including Annual Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh “Out of Hand”
Kennington History Society: Oxfordshire between Wars
Kennington Strollers
Ecumenical Home Fellowship
Kenn. Horticultural Society Outing so Savill Gardens
Short Service of Worship
Festival Group
Parish Council Planning
June
Festival Group
Kennington Strollers
Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Meeting including Annual Meeting
KOA Cheese & Wine
KOA Fun Run
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI
KOA, School & Church Fête
Festival Group
Kennington History Society: “No Corsets”
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Horticultural Society: Visit Clematist Corner
Kennington United Choirs: “Mikado”

Playfield Pavilion
Methodist Church
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Playfield Pavilion
TBA
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Playfield Pavilion
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Forest Side playfield
Methodist Church
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Outing
Methodist Church

Are you an artist or photographer? Would you like to see your image on the cover of
the Kennington Chronicle? Contact the Editor (page 43) if you have something to share!
Index of Contents: page 3.
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Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 43.
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