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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
It is June! “Sumer Is Icumen In,” the minstrels of the mid-13th century sang. And indeed, as I write
this in early May, we hope and pray that summer is indeed arriving (because today is cloudy and
cold). By now, in June, we are expecting sunshine, blue skies, warm evenings and long, light days.
In a few weeks, the school term will come to an end, and the long summer vacation will be upon us
as many of us will be thinking about holidays, either in the UK or abroad. Perhaps we will find
places new, or return to familiar places. We might visit families and friends—or walk off into
tranquillity, peace and solitude. We have some weddings in our benefice churches in the next few
weeks, and I am sure many prayers are being said for fine weather on those days.
At the beginning of June (the 4th), we celebrate Pentecost (Whit Sunday). This is a joyous service
for Christians as it signifies for us when, after Jesus ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit came
upon the disciples as flames of fire confirming them and encouraging them for the task of spreading
the Good News of Jesus. The effect on the disciples was amazing, and soon thousands were being
added to the number of Jesus followers every day. Some call Pentecost the birthday of the church,
so naturally we tend to celebrate, and joy abounds. Some churches have cakes and balloons. Our
Pentecost services are still being arranged so watch this space! I hope that you will be able to join
us at one of the churches in the Benefice. Sunningwell and Kennington services will be at 9:30 a.m.
on 4th June, and Radley at 11 a.m. along with Messy Church.
Another good piece of news is that at the interviews in May for a new Rector we were able to
appoint a new Incumbent. Again, this is Good News and we in the churches are delighted. We are
hoping to have news very soon. Watch this space in the July edition!
I do hope that your plans for a break from routine are well in hand and that you are able to get a rest
from the hurly-burly of life. Rest and recreation in some format is good and necessary for us all—
even Jesus took time out and so should we. Enjoy the summer.
Looking forward to seeing you at any of our services, or during Thy Kingdom Come events
throughout the Benefice. Look out for posters and flyers.
Blessings and prayers,
— Rev Glynis Beckett
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Services in June
Sun 4th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 11th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

Sun 18th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer
Sun 25tb 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

On the second, third and fourth Thursday of the month there is a short Communion Service at
10:30 a.m. The first Thursday, for the moment, is Morning Prayer.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall, all are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
This month, Messy Church at St Swithun’s Church will be on Sunday 18th. The doors open
for Messy Church at 9:30 a.m. and it usually finishes by about 11. You can come and
have breakfast—cereals, toast, croissants, pain au chocolat, etc., and then feel free to
wander round and see the activities or join in a discussion if you want to, all very
relaxed. Adults and children of all ages can enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to explore
Bible stories and to reflect a God of creativity. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see
how it works. You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service, come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
The next Bus Pass Tea will be a cream tea in Margaret Smith’s garden, 35 Pebble Hill, on Friday
9th at 3:30 p.m. If wet, it will be in the Church Hall.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are recourses in the prayer corner, which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

The Rev Rosemary Davies is on Sabbatical leave from 3rd April to 2nd July inclusive.
During that time all communications for the Minister should be sent via the Circuit Office,
Wesley Memorial Church, New Inn Hall Street, Oxford, OX1 2DH. The phone number is
01865 243216.
Please do not contact the Manse.
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You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN JUNE
4th 10:30 a.m. PENTECOST. The Rev Leslie Marsh, one of our Supernumerary Ministers,
leads our Morning Worship for Pentecost.
11th 10:30 a.m. TRINITY SUNDAY. The Rev John Rowland will lead our Morning Worship.
During the service we shall celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
18th 10:30 a.m. Dr Alan Turner-Smith, from Ludgershall, leads our monthly service of
Alternative Worship.
25th 10:30 a.m. Our Morning Worship will be led by the Rev Canon Dr Martin Wellings, our
Superintendent Minister.
OTHER ACTIVITIES
Monday 5th. MN8. The monthly Bible Study at 8 p.m. at the Church. This is a time of lively,
informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of contemporary issues
and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
The Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group will meet on Tuesday 20th at 2:30 p.m.
Venue to be announced There is a welcome to all.
Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 21st at 10:30 a.m. This is
an informal service beginning with a hymn, a reading from the Bible to see how its message can
apply to us today. Lastly, there are prayers for our community and the world. All are welcome.
COFFEE MORNING Tuesday 13th in the Methodist Church from 10 a.m. onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new?
You will be most welcome.
Our July Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 11 th July at 10 a.m. The May Coffee
Morning raised £83.59.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH.
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
Please remember to fill in the Kennington Diary (in the Post Office)
and send us your entries for both July and August in time for the July edition.
Deadlines: Saturday 10th June for adverts and diary entries,
and Thursday 15th June for articles (see page 47).

Sandford Hydro update from Low Carbon Hub
Rapid progress at Sandford Hydro
Since the three Archimedes screws arrived in Sandford at the end of March,
progress with the scheme to return the Lasher Weir to its historic role as a
provider of clean energy has been rapid.
Social developer Low Carbon Hub, which has taken on delivering the project for the local
community, is pleased that the installation of the three screws in the new structure by the Weir went
well. It was an engineering challenge which the Hub’s Operations Director, Adriano Figueiredo,
and local construction firm Fergal Contracting seemed to enjoy!
Read more about the steps, with photos and videos, on www.lowcarbonhub.org/sandford-hydroproject-updates. Highlights include:
➢

A small crane was needed to put together a large crane to lift the Archimedes screws,
because of the railway bridge which restricts access to the site.

➢

The pedestrian footbridge had to be removed temporarily—thanks to everyone who uses
that footpath for bearing with the disruption. Luckily, it took only one week rather than the
anticipated four weeks.

➢

Floating the screws across the river from Sandford Wharf to the weir, and lifting them to fit
into the new structure from where they should generate energy for the next 40 years.

Low Carbon Hub is now looking forward to completing the remaining works for Sandford Hydro
to start operating this summer. Also being built is an amazing naturalized fish pass that will allow
fish to migrate upstream beyond the Lasher Weir for the first time in 400 years.

Finally, thank you from the Hub to everyone who decided to part-own the Hydro by investing in
their reopened community share offer! They raised more than their initial target and are chuffed to
see such an interest in community energy by local residents from both sides of the river.
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Bingo in aid of Alzheimer’s and prostate cancer
A big thank-you to everyone who came to support our Bingo night and
donated prizes!
Without you, we wouldn’t have been able to raise £1,221 for Alzheimer’s
and prostate cancer.
— Charmin Croft & Danny Smith

KOA
www.koa.org.uk
The KOA thanks Linda Frankum and her active band of knitters for organising the annual, very
productive and fun SPONSORED KNIT afternoon of knitting, conversation and tea. The squares
will be made into children- or adult-size blankets, and given to two different charities and the
sponsor money to the KOA. Benefits all round!
This was followed with a great evening with the KIDS FOR KOA CONCERT on 6th May, with
many talented children performing with dedication and confidence. Many thanks to all those
children, the teachers, and the organisers Jill and Christian Bradley, for putting on a very enjoyable
concert once again.
We are looking forward to a full month in June with several fun activities planned:
Friday 9th THE WINE AND CHEESE EVENING, 7 p.m. at 75 Bagley Wood Road. A chance to
relax on a summer’s evening in the garden! Tickets £7.50 in advance from Derek and Anne Stark
on derek@dstark.free-online.co.uk or 01865 735562. Ticket price includes your first drink and
cheese snacks. Wine bottling demonstration—fill and cork a bottle yourself to take home—
everything provided.
Sunday 11th is our popular annual BAGLEY WOOD FUN RUN AND WALK for everyone. It
starts at 11:30 a.m. at Forest Side playing field. Race, run, jog or walk through Bagley Wood (not
normally open to the public), by kind permission of St John’s College. Please arrive by 10:45 a.m.
to ensure that you are registered by 11:15 a.m. Entry form pages 21 & 22.
Saturday 17th is the GRAND FÊTE, St Swithun’s Church grounds, 12 noon–3:30 p.m. Join us for
a fun-filled afternoon, in aid of St Swithun's School, Kennington Overseas Aid and St Swithun’s
Church! Lots of stalls, teas, bands, entertainment and more! See the Fête leaflet when it comes out.
KENNINGTON UNITED CHOIRS will present The Mikado by Gilbert and Sullivan in the
Methodist Church Hall at 7:30 p.m. on Friday 30th June and Saturday 1st July. Coin and Note
collection. A fun evening for all the family.
Planning ahead, the KOA SHOP at St Swithun's Church Hall will be open Monday 31st July–
Saturday 19th August. We always welcome new helpers in the shop. If you are interested please ring
Gillian Cox on 01865 735590.
Co-chair
Co-chair
Secretary
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Brenda Groth
01865 739229
Marilyn Farr
01865 326519
Laila Ismail Khan 07880 972664

egroth@virginmedia.com
marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk
lismailkhan@yahoo.com
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Obstructive parking on our roads and pavements
There have been complaints about parking such that driveways are obstructed, particularly on
Upper Road. If this should happen to you, please contact our PCSO (details page 2) or dial 101.
This also applies if you see vehicles parked on pavements such that they obstruct wheelchairs and
buggies. You can pass a photograph to the police as evidence.

Putting it on paper
Next in a series by Becca Heddle, Writer and Editor, 01865 326508, becca.heddle@btinternet.com
Whatever your reason for writing, you’re sometimes going to ask for (or get) feedback on it.
Feedback is brilliant, because it helps us to make our writing even better. And it’s horrible too,
because it can make us feel like we haven’t done a good job.
What do you want when you ask someone what they think of something you’ve written? Of course
you asking to find out where it’s good and where it needs work. But if you’re anything like me, you
might also secretly want the person to say something like ‘Wow! This is the best piece of writing
I’ve ever read—you’ve made something clear that I never thought could be put into words. Thank
you!’ And when they say, ‘Well, I didn’t really understand the second paragraph—does it need
more explanation? Oh, and there’s a spelling mistake in the last sentence,’ that doesn’t feel so good.
Why is that? I guess it’s because writing is so personal. It’s as if you are offering up a part of
yourself—so if the reaction isn’t entirely positive, it can feel like a personal rejection.
The big question then is how to can get over this and benefit from the feedback. My usual method
is to make notes of what has been said, say thank you—and then go and sulk on my own for a bit,
nursing the tender spot on my ego. I might grumble to myself about why the feedback is wrong. It’s
best to have a physical activity to do in this phase—a bit of serious cleaning or gardening, or a
walk. Then once you’ve used up the adrenaline, have another look at the piece and the notes. Now
you are ready to read it all again with an open mind.
In my first writing job, our boss had a mantra: ‘If an explanation doesn’t work, it’s the explainer’s
fault, not the explainee’s’. In other words, a piece of writing exists to communicate, and if it doesn’t
communicate what you want it to, it needs to be improved. The great thing is that it always can be!
So it’s good to know which parts don’t quite work for a reader: look at those and ask yourself how
they could do their job better. I scribble improvements all over my writing until I get a version that
I’m really convinced by.
Of course, some feedback simply boils down to ‘it’s not the way I would write it’. Doing the walkand-read-again can help you work out which bits this might be true for, and which ones you need to
work on to achieve your purpose.
Just remember: even if you agree with all the feedback you get, and that leaves you feeling a bit
swamped, you are still the person in control—you get to decide what works best for your writing.
Neil Gaiman sums this up very well: ‘When people tell you something’s wrong or doesn’t work for
them, they are almost always right. When they tell you exactly what they think is wrong and how to
fix it, they are almost always wrong.’
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Friends of St Swithun’s School
The circus came to town on Saturday 13 th May, when St Swithun’s School held
its annual May Fair. Despite some threatening clouds, the weather held out, and
a wonderful day was had by all. In keeping with the circus theme, there was a
free circus skills workshop, where children could learn to spin plates, use
diablos, and ride miniature bikes and unicycles! We were very grateful to our
sponsors, Thames Water, whose generous support allowed us to offer the
workshop for free, and who also had a stall promoting water saving tips and devices.
As always, the tombolas were hugely
popular, including our special Big Top
Tombola, which contained some
fantastic prizes of days out, meals in
local restaurants, and summer camp
places, as well as an impressive array of
bottles of fizz! We had a fantastic
selection of traditional circus games,
many of which were run by pupils from
the school and their teachers, including
whack a rat, test your strength, the buzz
wire, and the ever-popular coconut shy.
We even had a mystical fortune teller
attend, who looked into people’s future,
provided they crossed
her palm with silver…
The BBQ and café did a roaring trade all day,
keeping all of our hungry customers fed, while
the bar whetted everyone’s whistles with real ale
from local brewery Shotover. We were
entertained by the school and village bands, as
well as a fantastic karate demonstration from
OSTMA, and some traditional maypole dancing,
where everyone was welcome to have a go!
We’re still busy doing our sums, but it looks as if
the profits will be our best ever. We say an
enormous thank you to everyone who helped in
advance and on the day itself, including all of the teachers, parents, and pupils who helped to run
the stalls, all those who made donations to the tombolas, raffle, white elephant, and plants, as well
as everyone who came along to enjoy the day and support us! Without you, there would be no May
Fair—so a huge thank you to you all!
To celebrate the success of the Fair, we will be holding a family barbecue at the school on Saturday
24th from 3 to 6 p.m.. All are welcome, and everyone who volunteered at the fair gets a free ticket!
Additional tickets are £5, and are available from the school office or via FOSS email (see below).
Your ticket includes free barbecue food and snacks, and there will be a cash bar.
If you enjoyed the May Fair (or perhaps unfortunately missed it) why not come along and support
the Village Fête on Saturday 17th at St Swithun’s Church, and try your hand on our popular Test
Your Strength machine!
For barbecue tickets or any other information on FOSS, email friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com.
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Headway Oxfordshire
Charitable Incorporated Organisation 1156538
Get involved and make a difference! Support those whose lives
have been affected by brain injury in Oxfordshire.
Headway Oxfordshire’s mission is to help raise awareness of brain injury. This is made possible
only by the support of dedicated volunteers. We are an independent, local charity that provides a
highly-specialised service in which to support those affected by an Acquired Brain Injury (ABI)
throughout the county. We offer a variety of services, including an Activity and Rehabilitation
Centre (ARC) with neurological physiotherapy gym, advice through our Community Support
Workers, and carer support. All of this is not possible without the crucial support of our volunteer
team, and we need more of you!
Headway Oxfordshire is a place where you can acquire new skills, meet new people, put your
talents to good use, whilst making a huge difference. We provide two different roles for our
volunteers. We are currently looking for the following.
Direct Support Volunteers: This role involves working directly with the people whom we support
at our Activity and Rehabilitation Centre in Kennington. Helping them with such things as mobility
issues, fun cognitive activities (20 questions anyone?), arts and crafts, and cooking lessons. You can
even suggest a hobby of your own!
This role is extremely gratifying as you see your direct positive affect with our service users. Every
volunteer is given the opportunity to take part in relevant training courses and events, which can
enhance your employment opportunities in the field of Health and Social Care and further your
understanding regarding the support available to those affected by brain injury. Crucially, you also
help us help others adapt to a changed life.
Fundraising Volunteers: Help raise funds to run our services and our Activity and Rehabilitation
Centre. This is has become critically important as our Government funding was cut this time last
year, thus losing 40% of our yearly budget. This is an extremely flexible role that can be tailored to
suit your skill set. We always need helping hands at our major events throughout the year, such as
our Golf Day at Frilford Heath, to help set up for the day and to go out and talk to people face-toface about our work done here at Headway Oxfordshire and spread awareness about brain injury.
We also always welcome anyone willing to raise funds on our behalf, whether it be an entire event,
fun run or even social media promotion. If you’re a social, bright, energy filled individual—we
want you!
To join the team or just learn more, contact us on admin@headway-oxford.org.uk or 01865 326263.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Choirs will be giving their Summer Concerts in Kennington on Friday 30th June & Saturday
1st July at 7:30 p.m. in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road. Each year the choir performs
one of Gilbert & Sullivan’s operas. This year’s opera is
THE MIKADO
As usual, entrance is FREE but there will be a collection for this year’s KOA Project. There will be
the usual excellent body of principals drawn from the local operatic societies. The choir and
principals will be in costume and the evening will be a mixture of splendid singing, comedy and
laughter. Come in good time because seating is limited. But don’t miss it.
— Trevor Cowlett

International Yoga Day Charity Stretch
A regular series on yoga from Elli Preghenella, http://j.mp/yoga-with-elli
“Yoga is not about exercise but to discover a sense of oneness with yourself, the world and nature”
(Narendra Modi, prime minister of India)
International Yoga Day is coming up on Wednesday 21 st, and I cordially invite all residents of
Kennington and beyond to join me for a relaxing hour-or-so of stretching, breathing and mindful
reconnection with self and nature.

Last year’s Conscious Triathlon was a great success, raising a total of £167 for charity. This year
I’ll be collecting donations for the Children’s Liver Disease Foundation www.childliverdisease.org,
which provides support, guidance and information for parents and children such as the Kenningtonbased 12-year-old, who was recently diagnosed with a number of liver and bowel conditions, some
of them as yet without cure.
This is an opportunity to rediscover the joy of BEING by stretching out in the grass and taking a
break from electronics and stagnant indoor environments. Families are welcome, but please make
sure that you come suitably equipped in case your child decides not to join in (no screens if
possible!). The event will go ahead indoors in case of bad weather.
Entrance through Grundy Crescent, parking available
No experience needed – suitable for all abilities!
Bring a mat, a blanket, and a donation
Please register your interest with Elli by email elli@alphayoga.co.uk or via the Facebook event
page accessible through my page www.facebook.com/alphayogaoxford
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Bagley Wood Fun Run & Walk 2017
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Bagley Wood Fun Run & Walk 2017 entry form
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Kennington History Society
Last month we had a splendid talk by Prof Brian Andrews on “The shocking history of electricity in
medicine and surgery.” It was a fascinating account, ranging from using electricity to make frogs
legs move to modern equipment that aims to give movement back to people with spinal cord
injuries. It was very well received.
At the time of writing, the May speaker had to pull out, so we are having a session on the historic
photographs of Kennington.
In June, Katherine Bradley will present her talk, “No corsets! The aesthetic and rational dress
movement come to Oxford.” All talks start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road.
There are tea and biscuits on offer after the talk. All are welcome.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Kennington Patient Participation Group
Contact the PPG on khcppg@gmail.com
It has been a momentous and tumultuous time for the Kennington Health Centre.
Having been absorbed by the Botley Medical Centre, with two doctors resigning,
we are due to see some things stay the same and some change.
The Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG) recently met with Practice Manager, Caroline
Jones, to raise concerns regarding access to the website; appointments made but not on the system
resulting in patients being turned away; problems ordering repeat prescriptions; patients having to
travel to Botley for emergency appointments; and concerns that at times there has been no doctor at
Kennington Health Centre.
If any patient has concerns please contact Caroline Jones directly on either 01865 248719 or
carolinejones3@nhs.net.
The PPG met with the Botley PPG to discuss how the two PPGs would continue. Although Botley
PPG decided that we should merge completely, Kennington PPG felt that this would not serve our
locality. Instead, the PPGs will remain separate for now, but there will be regular contact between
the two groups.
The new management is aware of the problems that Kennington Health Centre has faced, and is
working on some of them, including finding replacement doctors.
At the time of writing this the Kennington Health Centre website is down and cannot be accessed
but will be updated, although given the priorities, this might take some time to do.
Non-medical problems and suggestions can be raised directly with the PPG. Its email address can
be found above or on the inside front cover (page 2). Or, you can ask the Health Centre reception
how to contact the Kennington PPG.
One small but welcome achievement was the refurbishment of Ned the Rocking Horse, which was
made possible only by generous donations from patients and organisations within the village. A
cake sale was held at the Kennington Health Centre to refill our coffers, so thank you everyone who
donated or participated.
— Sylvia Buckingham & Anne Feather
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Walking for well-being with Kennington Strollers
Join us to improve your fitness, mobility and general well-being!
A free programme of ten short walks, starting off at a gentle pace
Try one, two, three laps round the Playing field at Playfield Road, Kennington
Gradually increase your pace and distance over the ten walks
We have changed the start time to 2 p.m.
Walks are the first and third Tuesday of each month from May to September
6th & 20th June, 4th & 18th July, 1st & 15th August, 5th & 19th September
Please consult your GP if you haven’t exercised for some time to check that walking for
exercise is suitable for you. Walkers participate at their own risk.
Contact Rosemary on 01865 735419 or gardneraldgate@outlook.com

Kennington Youth Club
Good news at last!
By the time you read this, the Youth Club Management Committee expects to
have appointed a new Youth Leader. After a more that six-month wait for enquires for the post, we
recently had three—just like at times we wait for Kennington buses—and as we write we are about
to discuss the finer points of youth leadership with one of them.
It maybe difficult to start Youth Club immediately, but the objective will be to open as much as
possible between your reading this and the school summer holidays. This will give opportunity to
introduce the new leader to youth members new and old, and to volunteers and committee essential
to a successful youth set up. Come September, opening should be regular again.
So all is set fair for a reopening of our Youth Club, is it?
Well, yes, it will be if we could be sure that we could get a reliable rota of volunteers so that at least
two could be in club at every Youth Club session. By law at least three adults must be present to
ensure all areas of provision for today’s young people are covered. This volunteering is not an
arduous task and requires no previous skill. In a nutshell, it entails helping the leader in small ways,
like tuck distribution, so that they are free to lead the young people and serve their aspirations. It
doesn’t take much time, and even three hours a month on a rota system would be really helpful.
So please get in touch below if you can help in this way—because we literally won’t open unless
we can attract more volunteers able to give a bit of time in this way.
It’s good that after such a disappointing closure, the Youth Club Management Committee can at last
be hopeful of a restart with enough volunteers to help ensure that programmes run smoothly. It
seems so long since we have been able to plan in this way.
If you can be one of the volunteers—however tentatively—get in touch with Roy King on
royfking@gmail.com or 01865 735864 with any questions or for more details.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Coffee Morning
A date for your diary!
Kennington Women’s Institute invites you to our annual
Coffee Morning
Tuesday 20th
10:30 a.m.–12 noon
Methodist Church, Upper Road
Tea or coffee and cake £1.50
Raffle
All very welcome!

Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) —
www.caox.org.uk
Save money on energy bills with Citizens Advice calculator
Anyone aiming to save money on energy bills can use the Citizens Advice price comparison tool to
look for a cheaper deal, or contact their nearest Citizens Advice for help.
Go to energycompare.citizensadvice.org.uk for instant access to the tool. You will be asked for your
postcode and which prices you want to compare, and after a few simple questions you will get an
up-to-date price summary, which will help you choose a better deal.
Many people lose out by sticking with their energy firm’s standard tariff and never shopping around
for the best deal. As a result, Citizens Advice says, the poorest pensioners and low-income families
in Britain are paying an extra £250 million each year for being “loyal” customers—an average of
£140 a year more for a duel fuel gas and electricity bill than if they were on the cheapest tariff
available.
Heating and lighting your home are basic necessities and Citizens Advice says energy companies
aren’t doing enough to inform customers about lower tariffs that could help them to make ends
meet.
For further information on subjects covered by Citizens Advice, visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk,
telephone 03444 111 444, or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice Bureau. For locations and
opening hours see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale is an independent charity. Our 150 skilled volunteer
advisers and 10 staff advise over 8,000 clients each year.
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
Children’s Summer Reading Challenge: Calling 16–24 Year Old Volunteers!
Register your interest now!
Would you like to help with:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

some or all of our weekly story and craft sessions for children during the summer holiday?
recording children’s progress?
encouraging children to take part?
talking to children about the books they have read or are going to read?
presenting awards at the party in September?

Please call in to the library for more information or to let Dominique know as soon as possible!
Watch this space next month for details of the Summer Read Challenge and dates of all our activities!
Also available at the Village Fête on Saturday 17th.
Free Events for Children this month
National Celebration of Book Start Bear’s Birthday
All under school-age children welcome
Rhyme Time Monday 12th, 2–2:30 p.m. Join in with rhymes old and new!
Story Time Wednesday 21st, 10:30–11:30 a.m. Drop in for as long as you like.
Each child attending these free events will receive a gift!
Coffee Talk: Wednesday 7th. Coffee served from 10:30, talk at 11 a.m. A welcome return to
journalist and author Michael Smith, who lives near Wallingford. Michael will be talking about his
latest book, Foley: The Spy who Saved 10,000 Jews. Frank Foley, a wartime MI6 officer in Berlin,
defied his Whitehall bosses and risked his own life to get Jews out of concentration camps and help
them to obtain forged passports. This unsung hero (the British Schindler) saved thousands from the
Holocaust, and his remarkable story is the stuff of thrillers. Do join us, it’s free!
Flood Alleviation Scheme Consultation: Friday 30 th, 2–7 p.m. A representative at the library all
afternoon will be happy to answer your questions and to help you to respond to the consultation.
FOKL will be at the Village Fête on Sunday 17th. Come along to hear stories 1–3 p.m.
Friends of Kennington Library AGM
A big thank you to all those who attended and to all members and volunteers for what they do to
support us!
Happy reading! Remember to look at our website for more information…
For all the latest information visit our web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
FOKL Chairman: Pamela Allen
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Good Neighbours
We are a Team of Volunteers who offer help Kennington residents, especially the elderly.
Where there is a genuine need, we can transport those without to local hospitals, the Health Centre,
dentist, hairdresser, etc.
Visiting the lonely or housebound on a social basis.
If you are lonely and would like someone to visit you, please do get in touch with me and I will
come and have a chat with you. Anything we talk about will be confidential.
Please check the Village List for information about local services, and organisations. The Village
List has a bright green cover and was delivered to all residents earlier this year.
BUT WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS, DRIVERS AND VISITORS
So if you feel you would like to help in this way, please ring me!
— Margaret, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Link WI
RESOLUTIONS are always discussed at our May meetings, and this year we had
two very different subjects to consider. The first Resolution called on every WI and
the NFWI to help alleviate loneliness and raise awareness of vulnerable people in
local communities. Suggestions were made as to how we could help, and importantly
we are asked to stay alert and keep sensitive to other people’s needs. The second Resolution called
on the Government and industry to research ways of stopping micro plastic fibres from polluting
the seas. As these fibres are mainly shed from synthetic clothing during washing, they enter the
watercourse and travel down to the sea causing considerable concern for the marine environment.
We thank Pat Mabbutt and Sheila Prior for studying these two subjects and passing their thoughts
on to us.
When voting took place both Resolutions were carried overwhelmingly.
Business matters had been attended to earlier in the meeting, and orders were taken for ‘News &
Views’. As a contribution to the ongoing Denman Appeal it was suggested that we make a
voluntary collection of 5p coins at each meeting; this will continue until December.
After a welcome tea-break we settled back to hear Ann Coulter tell us about her special day when
she attended a party in The Mall to celebrate the Queen’s 90 th birthday. Ann was one of the Red
Cross representatives, and told how much she enjoyed the day even though it rained so much that
she was thoroughly soaked. She showed us many of her treasured souvenirs from the lunch party—
there was a pretty presentation cup and saucer, a complete bag of toiletries, and the Picnic Basket
full of interesting keepsakes. We heard about the processions which took place before the meal and
the arrival of the Royal Family in an open-topped carriage. Princess Anne and her husband stopped
to speak to the Red Cross contingent and there were many lovely photographs of them as they
acknowledged the crowds. During the evening the processions were repeated. After a never-to-beforgotten day, Ann began her journey home.
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 7th when Helen Fountain will speak on “Reminiscence”.
There will be a SALES TABLE at this meeting and all contributions will be much appreciated.
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Kennington Scouts
“I promise to do my best, to be kind and helpful and to love God (our world).”
This is the Beaver Scout promise that every Beaver makes when they are
invested. After this they are awarded badges to signify membership not only as part of 40 th Oxford
(Kennington) Scout Group (Mary Rose Beaver section), but also to show that they are part of a
wider community of approximately 30 million Scouts across the world.
Our motto is to be prepared, so how do Beaver Scouts prepare themselves? And what should they
prepare themselves for? Life, of course! In a playful way we introduce skills that, although
challenging, are achievable for the children, and then put those skills to use in games and activities.
I asked my son (a Beaver Scout) what he liked about Beavers. His answer was, “It’s fun to be with
my friends, play games and learn new stuff.” Some of this “new stuff” we have been learning
includes traditional scouting skills like tying knots and lighting fires, but over the last six months
we have also been focusing on our world and our community. We have been looking at different
cultures within the UK, which has involved tasting haggis on St Andrews Day, and getting a
demonstration of not one but two bagpipes. (I might add that the haggis was a surprisingly big hit!)
We have also been exploring what a wassail is (the ancient custom of visiting orchards in ciderproducing regions of England, reciting incantations and singing to the trees to promote a good
harvest for the coming year!), and although we don’t have any apple trees around the Scout hut, we
improvised a wassail around our wonderful silver birch trees. We have been looking at more exotic
cultures by learning to do a Maori Haka—having 20 six- to eight-year-olds facing you in a Haka is
not for the faint-hearted, I can assure you!

I am a firm believer that if you give children some basic skills and
show them that with these skills they can overcome challenges, they
not only want to keep learning but also feel that they are prepared.
— Mattias (Polar Bear), Beaver Leader
We (the 40th) have been recognised by the County Commissioner
for growing the scouting movement in the last census and awarded
a certificate for it. There are now 9,000 young people and
volunteers in Scouting in Oxfordshire! Hurrah!
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in
joining, we have a waiting list for kids, but space for adults! Please
contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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Concern over future budget cuts at St Swithun’s Primary School
You might have read in the news about a new proposed national funding formula for education,
which will affect all state schools in England. The governors of St Swithun’s School are alarmed
about the impact of the plans and what amounts to cuts to education spending. We believe that
planned cuts will have a serious impact on the curriculum, extra-curricular activities, staffing levels
and class sizes at our school, along with many other primary and secondary schools in Oxfordshire
and across the country. Our current estimated cut, based on projected pupil numbers, is £90,000 per
annum.
More information at www.fairfundingforallschools.org and www.schoolcuts.org.uk.
If this worries you too, we encourage you to contact our MP Nicola Blackwood to ask her to help
ensure that the children in our village continue to receive a great education. You can email her at
nicola.blackwood.mp@parliament.uk. (Please include your full address and postcode in
correspondence.) You can find template letters on the above web sites if you are short of time.
We feel that a strong response from our community is important and will necessitate a response
from our representative, and we thank you for your support.
— Helen Forey, Chair of Governors, on behalf of the Governing Body

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
It’s not just English and maths!
Throughout our school life at St Swithun’s, we have many opportunities to develop
skills that will help us as we grow up and for when we become adults. As Year 6’s we have been
able to take advantage of a lot of privileges during our last year in primary school including:
participating in the Junior Citizen and the IMPS programmes, which teach us to stay safe and how
to act in an emergency; Woodlands, a residential trip; cooking which gives us chance to look at
healthy food choices and to cook lunch from start to finish for a guest of our choice; and cycling
proficiency, which means we can behave in a safe manner on our local roads. These things prepare
us for safety outside school, in emergencies and in adulthood in general.
In March the Year 6’s went to Woodlands in Glasbury, near Wales. We do lots of activities such as
canoeing, climbing, caving and mountain walking. These activities help us to work better as a team
and to show skills such as leadership, courage, determination, how to work with different people,
and many more. Whilst we are writing this, the Year 4’s are in Kilvrough tackling their challenges.
Other than English and maths, we do lessons in art and DT, music, French, topic, computing,
science, R.E. and P.E. In P.E we do all sorts of activities to keep us fit and healthy including
athletics, football, tennis, tag rugby, hockey, netball, basketball, gymnastics and rounders. In art and
DT we have chance to use all sorts of materials and equipment including wood, saws, glue guns,
fabric and sewing needles. We learn about the history, geography and religions of different cultures.
We also begin to learn all about coding and scientific concepts. Every year the school puts on a
variety of productions. Year 5 and 6 are currently looking forward to their play that happens in the
summer term; we do not yet know what it will be.
We are sure that you will agree that it isn’t just English and maths!
— Audrey¸ Ainhara, Ilka, Jack
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Trials and Tribulations
This article wrote itself once I’d had an email through from a regular reader asking an age-old
question about bird song recognition. “How can one tell the difference between the calls of a
blackcap and a garden warbler?”
It’s a tough one. Even the most experienced birdwatcher can find this a challenge, with many birds
identified as a blackcap later turning out to be a garden warbler and vice versa.
It’s partly down to experience,. A good tip is that a blackcap hits higher and often deeper notes,
whereas a garden warbler doesn’t have as wide a range of notes. But there are exceptions to the
rule.
So good luck with that one is all I can say. It does raise the point again, though, that does it really
matter the not knowing what it is aspect to the enjoyment of the wildlife in our gardens?
We get busy, identifying, categorising and understanding, and we often forget to just ‘be’ and enjoy
nature for what it is in all its glory. Nature has many answers to the trials and tribulations we all
encounter through life. To understand it is good, but is that really important at the end of the day?

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
The Annual Parish Council meeting took place in May. Colin Charlett and Alan Cobb will continue
their positions as Chairman and Vice-Chairman, respectively.
A deep cleanse of Kennington took place during May, which involved cleaning and removing
weeds from pavements which required the most attention.
The results of the speed counters have been analysed, and show that the majority of people are
keeping to the speed limit. It was noted that the Northbound traffic through the village has
increased significantly since the last survey in 2014.
Dates of Council Meetings: June
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.
Thursday 8th
Tuesday 20th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE

38

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

39

40

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Saturday 6th May Plant sale. The Committee thanks all those who supported our plant sale
held on 6th May. Virtually all tables sold out of produce. We understand that some customers
might have missed out on bargains because some sales took place before 10 a.m. We are sorry
abut this. The committee will look at other options for next year.
Wednesday 21st June: Evening visit to Clematis Corner. Bookings are now being taken for this
evening visit to Clematis Corner at Shillingford. As with previous evening events, transport will be
by private car. When booking please advise if you can provide transport or will require transport.
Meet in the Village Centre car park at 6:30 p.m.
The cost of the evening is £6, being a donation to one of three charities supported by Mr & Mrs
Brown, the proprietors, with wine and nibbles. Bookings please to the treasurer on 730961.
Those who have booked are requested to confirm their booking with payment as soon as possible.
Bookings are going well.
Saturday 15th July: Coach Outing to Hyde Hall Essex. Bookings can now be made for the trip
to Hyde Hall. This is a members-only trip as the fares are heavily subsidised by our affiliation
to the RHS.

Could you spare an hour a week during term time?
At St Swithun’s School, we are proud to offer some of our children the opportunity to take part in
additional sessions run by Full Circle.
Full Circle is an Oxford-based charity that has been running for 17 years. Their aim is to bring
older and younger people together to complete art-based activities and to create friendships
between generations. Each Wednesday lunchtime, six of our Year 2 children (6–7 years old) eat
their lunch with Full Circle volunteers. Afterwards, they spend time together creating pieces of art.
So far this year, the children have made all sorts of wonderful creations, from Easter themed art to
Mother’s Day presents. We have noticed that these Full Circle sessions have had a huge impact on
the children, and teachers have noticed that the children have been happy and enthused when
returning back into the classroom.
Our Full Circle sessions have run in school for many years and are a much-valued aspect of the
many extra-curricular activities that we offer our children. However, we really need some more
help! The Full Circle sessions are at their best when one adult is able to work with one child. We
would love to welcome some new volunteers into our school (subject to a DBS check, which we
arrange). If you feel that you could make a difference in the lives of some of our children, we
would love to welcome you into school to support these sessions. No previous experience is
necessary, although enjoying the company of children and a willingness to have a go at art and craft
activities would be important. No planning or preparation is necessary for the sessions, as this is all
arranged in school. Sessions run from 12 noon to 1 p.m. every Wednesday during term time.
Please contact our school office on 01865 415105 if you would like more information. Additional
information is available on the Full Circle website www.fullcircleoxon.org.uk. We look forward to
welcoming some new volunteers to St Swithun’s School.
— Ben Scott, Inclusion Leader
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KADS News
This month we take to the stage for our Summer production, The Wizard of Oz! Written
by James Barry, our version is full of the well known characters plus a couple of new
faces. Full of songs that will stick in your head for weeks (we just can’t stop humming to
ourselves), colourful costumes and the famous Yellow Brick Road!
Wizard of Oz performances at Kennington Village Centre (also see page 44)
Friday 23rd

7:30 p.m.

Saturday 24th

2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Sunday 25th

2 p.m.

All tickets are £5 for the first performance, then £8.50 adults, £6.50 concessions, £25 family ticket
(of four, to include one adult) for the rest of the performances. Under 5’s go free (on laps).
We will be selling tickets at the Apple Café Saturday 10 th and at the KOA Fête Saturday 17th, so
come down and get yours while supporting these great local causes. We hope to perform at the fête,
so you’ll get an exclusive preview of what’s to come. You can also get tickets from the Box Office
on 01865 739025 or boxoffice@kenningtonads.org.uk.
Take a look at our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS for further updates on
the show!

1st Kennington Guides
This term, we are working on our survival badge. We have discovered some
common wild plants that are edible and some which are poisonous. We’ve
taken a walk in Bagley Wood, enjoying the spectacular view of carpets of bluebells. We’ve
practised using timetables to plan bus and train journeys. We will be sleeping in bivouacs and
practising our stargazing.
We have also enjoyed a relaxation and
pamper night with drawing and colouring
sessions, a chill-out zone and hand scrubs.
We tried out elaborate hair styles and
sampled a variety of herbal teas and fruit
infusions.
Some of our Guides attended the County
Guide Activity Day at Youlbury Scout
Activity Centre. They met with other Guides
from across Oxfordshire and tried a number
of activities including backwoods cooking,
crate stacking, climbing, abseiling, aerial
trek and the 3G swing.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Kennington Festival Group
➢

Do you have a free Monday afternoon?

➢

Would you like some company?

➢

Would you like to meet some cheerful people?

➢

Have a chat?

➢

Enjoy a refreshing cup of tea and a piece of cake?

➢

Take part in a short game of Bingo or Scrabble

WE WOULD LIKE TO MEET YOU
➢

We are friendly

➢

We are over 60

➢

We have volunteer drivers if you have mobility problems

WHERE

Kennington Village Centre

WHEN

Mondays 5th and 19th this month

TIME

2–4 p.m.

CONTACT Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Women’s Institute
As well as the members present, the President welcomed three visitors to our May
meeting. Mrs Palma reported that some of our members were unwell and therefore
unable to be with us. We all send them our very best wishes, and hope that they
will soon be back to good health and able to join us again.
In accordance with WI Rules the President explained the two Resolutions which had been put
forward on which we had to vote. We voted on each Resolution, and the result will be forwarded to
our delegate to vote on our behalf at the National Federation Annual General Meeting in Liverpool
in June.
Kathleen Scroggins was introduced to the meeting, and she proceeded to arrange seven very
different floral arrangements. Each one had an entirely different separate container, including a
huge cup, a small watering can, a child’s basket and a large greeting card. It was quite fascinating to
see how each arrangement was produced. Kathleen answered the various questions raised. All of
the arrangements were included in the raffle and so some of our members and visitors went home
very happy.
Our meeting in June is our Founders Day party, and we hope that as many members as possible will
be able to come along.
We remind everyone in the Village of our Coffee Morning on Tuesday 20th, 10:30 a.m.–12 noon,
in the Methodist Church. Tea or coffee and a piece of homemade cake will be £1.50—excellent
value! There will be a super raffle and sales table. Why not come along?
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre
Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sun
Tue
Wed
Sat

5
6
7
8
9
11
13
14
17

2 p.m.
2 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
11:30 a.m.
10 a.m.
7:15 p.m.
12 noon–3:30 p.m.
2–4 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
TBA
10:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

Mon 19
Tue

20

Wed 21
Fri

30

Sat

1 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Tue
4 2 p.m.
Wed 5 2:15 p.m.
Sat
8
Sun
9
10 a.m.
Tue 11
8:00 p.m.
Wed 12 7:15 p.m.
Thu 13 7:30 p.m.
Tue 18 2 p.m.
Mon 31

June
Festival Group
Kennington Strollers
Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Meeting
KOA Cheese & Wine
KOA Fun Run & Walk
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI
KOA, School & Church Fête
Festival Group
Kennington History Society: “No Corsets”
Ecumenical Home Fellowship
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Horticultural Society: Visit Clematist Corner
Short Service of Worship
Kennington United Choirs: “Mikado”

Village Centre
Playfield Pavilion
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Forest Side playfield
Methodist Church
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
TBA
Village Centre
Outing
Edith Court Lounge
Methodist Church

July
Kennington Cancer Fund Summer Event
Kennington United Choirs: “Mikado”
Kennington Strollers
Kennington Link WI

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Pavilion
Methodist Church

Kennington Athletics Football Club Tournament

Forest Side

Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Strollers
Kennington Overseas Aid: Shop opens for 3 weeks

Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Pavilion
St Swithun’s Church Hall

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).

Index of Contents: page 3.
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