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Never Forgotten. — Whom am I talking about?
News of this man’s great leap into the heavens, this giant step for mankind gripped people’s
attention. Universal acclaim and praise was showered on him. The public could not get enough of
him. Young men desperately wanted to emulate his achievement. He was the idol of his day.
Who was he? No, not Neil Armstrong, who 48 years ago was the first man to walk on the moon.
Nor was it Yuri Gagarin, the first man into space in 1961. Not even Orville Wright, the first man to
conduct a powered flight in 1903. I am talking about a local Oxford man who was the first
Englishman to make a balloon journey.
His name was James Sadler. He was a pastry cook, without much education, and yet he managed
on 4th October 1784 to travel 6 miles from Oxford to between Islip and Wood Eaton. Being a
humble man and fearing public failure he made this first flight virtually unnoticed. However, his
second flight on 12th November was made with great publicity, and large numbers saw him take off
on a trip that took him 20 miles to just outside Aylesbury. On his return to Oxford, crowds gave him
a hero’s welcome and pulled his carriage through the streets of Oxford so that all could cheer him.
He went on to make several more remarkable flights and was one of the most famous men of his
day, not only in Britain but throughout the Continent and North America. And yet within a very
short while he was forgotten. Today, almost no one has heard of him. Such is fame.
It is commonplace to hear people say of the victims of terrorist attacks, as their character and
achievements are being described, “They will never be forgotten.” Those remarks are sincere and
yet the truth is within a generation or so they will be forgotten, as those who knew and loved them
die out. The same is true of all of us with very few exceptions. I have recently conducted the
funerals of two very well known village people. The church was packed on each occasion. The
tributes to two remarkable people were sincere and deserved. And yet, within a comparatively short
time they will be to almost everyone at most just a name on a tombstone or a passing reference in a
local history book.
Is it all then just meaningless? Each one of us has our own story of joys and sorrows, successes and
failures, which is so important to us and our family and friends. But then to a generation or two
later all of these things are probably forgotten and our names just those on the family tree. Is there
no one who will remember?
I find encouragement in the thought that there is a God who is a shepherd to his sheep, who knows
all about each member of his flock and will never forget them because they will be with him for
ever. Jesus told his anxious disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled… In my Father’s house
are many rooms… And if I go and prepare a place for you I will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where I am.”
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It is good that, in his book King of all Balloons, Mark Davies has resurrected James Sadler’s
memory. But for all of us there is the great encouragement of a God who has said, “I will never
leave you nor forsake you,” and, “I am with you always.” If this is true, we will be ‘never
forgotten.’
— Tony Rogerson
Our new Vicar is Rev Rob Glenny, who will be inducted on the evening of Tuesday 1 st August at St
Swithun’s Church, Kennington, and will take up his duties then. He has a wife, Beth, and a young
son, Theodore. They will be living in the vicarage in Radley.
On Sunday 16th July Messy Church will be happening as usual from 9:30 a.m. However, as it is the
Sunday when the Church traditionally remembers the life of St Swithun, Messy Church will be in
the Church Hall and grounds, while the Patronal Festival service will be in the church itself. We
will all come together for a bring and share lunch afterwards. All welcome!
Services in July
Sun 2nd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
Sun 9th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

Sun 16th 9:30 a.m. St Swithun’s Day
celebrations
9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Hall and
Grounds (large tent)
9:30 a.m. Parish Communion in church
Followed by bring-and-share lunch for all

Sun 23rd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline
Sun 30th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:00 p.m. Songs of Praise. Venue to be
decided; see church website

Services in August
Sun 6th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 13th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

Sun 20th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer
Sun 27th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

On the second, third and fourth Thursday of the month there is a short Communion Service at
10:30 a.m. The first Thursday, for the moment, is Morning Prayer.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
This month Messy Church will be on 16th July as this is our St Swithun’s Day celebration. Messy
breakfast will be in the hall, with the activities outside in the tent and grounds. The doors
will open for Messy Church as usual at 9:30 a.m. and it will finish by about 11. You can
come and have breakfast—cereals, toast, croissants, pain au chocolate, etc., and then feel
free to wander round and see the activities or join in a discussion if you want to, all very
relaxed. Adults and children of all ages enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories
and to reflect a God of creativity. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see how it works.
You would be very welcome. Please stay and enjoy the shared lunch afterwards.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service: Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall, where you can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has
been happening in Messy Church.
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The next Bus Pass Tea will be on Friday 28th July at 3:30 p.m. in the Church Hall. Everybody is
very welcome. Please contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590 if you need a lift.
The Church is open during the day; please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner, which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES IN JULY
2nd 10:30 a.m. We welcome Graham Kirby, one of our Circuit local preachers, to lead our
morning service.
9th 10:30 a.m. Action for Children Sunday. We welcome Donatella Pace-Olivari, the
Supervisor of the Action for Children Centre in Fareham, who will tell us
something of their work. The proceeds of the Choir’s Christmas concerts went
to this centre.
16th 10:30 a.m. The Rev John Rowland, one of our Supernumerary Ministers who lives in
Kennington will lead our monthly celebration of Holy Communion.
23rd 10:30 a.m. We welcome the return of our Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, from her
Sabbatical to lead our Morning Service of Alternative Worship.
30th 10:30 a.m. The Rev Leslie Marsh, one of our Supernumerary Ministers from Oxford, will
lead our Morning Worship.
SERVICES IN AUGUST
6th 10:30 a.m. Our Morning Service will be led by Malcolm Bromhall, one of our Circuit Lay
Workers.
13th 10:30 a.m. Our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, will lead our monthly
celebration of Holy Communion.
20th 10:30 a.m. Joanna Tulloch, from Headington, will lead our Morning Service of
Alternative Worship.
27th 10:30 a.m. We welcome Mike Trinder, from Kidlington, to lead our Morning Worship.
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OTHER ACTIVITIES
Monday 3rd July & Monday 7th August. MN8. The monthly Bible Study at 8 p.m. at the Church.
This is a time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range
of contemporary issues and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
The Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group. All details from Dilys Cale on Oxford
739774. This group is open to everyone.
Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 19th July and on
Wednesday 16th August at 10:30 a.m. This is an informal service beginning with a hymn, a reading
from the Bible to see how its message can apply to us today. Lastly, there are prayers for our
community and the world. All are welcome.
Coffee Mornings Tuesday 11th July and 8th August in the Methodist Church from 10 a.m.
onwards. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old
friends and new? You will be most welcome. The June Coffee Morning raised £77.85.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH: If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.
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Kennington Good Neighbours
We are a Team of Volunteers who offer help to all, especially the elderly.
Where there is a genuine need, we can transport those without to local Hospitals, Health Centre,
Dentist, etc.
Visiting the lonely or housebound on a social basis.
BUT WE ARE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS, DRIVERS AND VISITORS
I have two people who would like to have a visitor occasionally to have a chat.
If you are interested please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com for
more information and an informal meeting.

Creeping, Crawling Creatures
In Rowan Class we have been thoroughly enjoying our
topic, ‘Creeping, Crawling Creatures.’ We started our
topic by creating our own sock caterpillars using
newspaper, rubber bands, googly eyes and socks! To do
this we had to be creative and patient… Also, we did
observational sketches of beetles, and focused on creating
light and shade by blending and smudging.
In English, we have been authors and illustrators of our
own books. First we read and compared a few versions of
the fairy tale ‘The Princess and the Pea.’ Next we changed
a character: the pea became a bug! This dramatically
changed how our stories ended; some of the princesses
were very cross indeed. We then published our stories into
books using our neatest writing and beautiful illustrations.
In Science we have been learning about different animals
including the ones we know most about—humans! We
even interviewed a local mother and her baby to find out
exactly how we change as we grow. As we get older, we
can do more and more for ourselves without help from
adults, which means we can then help the next lot of
babies and children to learn.
In PE we have been cricketers and we are now becoming
experts at cricket. We know how to bat and field so watch
out…
We have been preparing for our class assembly, which we
will be presenting to the rest of the school as well as our
parents and grandparents. We have enjoyed looking back
at all the learning we have done this year, especially our
funky but deadly pirate dances…
— Rowan Class (Year 2), with a little help from Miss Riepma
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Kennington Playgroup
Old School Buildings, Charity registration № 1017297
Sadly, Barbara will be retiring from Kennington Playgroup at the end of July after
an impressive 36 years of committed service. In her 36 years, Barbara has been at
the heart of Playgroup as a role model to hundreds of children in the community, nurturing and
helping them to grow.
We thank Barbara for her long-standing commitment to Kennington Playgroup, and we wish her all
the best for her retirement. She will be greatly missed by all of us!

Putting it on paper
Next in a series by Becca Heddle, Writer and Editor, 01865 326508, becca.heddle@btinternet.com
Proofreading—what is it, and why would anyone do it, or indeed write an article about it?
I’ll answer the last one first: I’ve been doing quite a lot of proofreading in the last few months, and
realising how little this area of editorial work is appreciated. While we might notice that something
is well written or beautifully printed, we only really notice proofreading when it’s gone wrong. So
that makes it the publishing equivalent of putting a new loo roll on the holder—it needs to be done,
it can be inconvenient if it hasn’t been done; and some people find it really annoying (as well as
sometimes throwing up odd, slightly inappropriate humour).
So here’s the low-down on what proofreading encompasses. It starts with basic checks: does the
printed version completely match what was supplied? Then the actual reading starts—but picky
reading: does every sentence make sense? Is all the punctuation correct? Are there any individual
words which are misspelt, or which are the wrong homophone—words like ‘their’, ‘there’ or
‘they’re’ (which I talked about recently)? The proofreader must find and correct any problems like
these, plus monitoring the spelling of a list of technical terms, if it’s specialist work.
Proofreaders also impose consistency, such as making sure that where there is more than one
acceptable spelling for a word, the same one is used throughout. For example, some publishers like
the ‘ise’ endings for verbs like ‘emphasise’, while others prefer ‘ize’ (‘emphasize’)—the
proofreader must check that this preference has been applied throughout, keeping a weather eye out
for the words that (like ‘advertise’) only have one correct spelling. There may also be issues of
preferred vocabulary or ‘house style’: some school teaching materials refer to ‘the students’, others
‘the pupils’ and yet others simply ‘children’: this must be checked.
Lastly, there are layout questions, headings and text styles: things that help a reader navigate their
way around a text. For instance, if a book has chapter titles, section headings and subheadings, they
each need to be in their own consistent style, or the reader may be confused as to what is being
signposted. Similarly, if quotations are always in italic, having some in inverted commas may make
the reader think, “What have I missed?”—over to the proofreader again. And it’s no use having a
chapter heading right at the bottom of a page, or a picture of zebras if the text is about slugs…
It’s a bizarre selection box of concerns, from the outside—you may be wondering why anyone
would do it. To make a piece of writing communicate effectively, with nothing thrown in the way
of the reader’s understanding; for the avoidance of fun distractions like ‘Sweat and sour sauce’ or
‘She likes cooking pets and small children’; and, indeed, for the satisfaction of it. Starting a
proofreading job can be a bit like deciding to sort out a long-neglected cupboard—it can be
daunting at first, but thoroughly satisfying at the end of the work to see it all neat and tidy, ready
and fit for purpose.
12
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1st Kennington Guides
This month, we have continued to work towards our survival badge, practising
our map-reading skills and enjoying ice cream at the end
of the walk. Continuing this theme, we will build bivvies
to sleep in.
We have had a variety of evenings run by our Baden
Powell Award Guides: an international evening, a
meditation session and an overview of healthy eating
and food hygiene.
Some of our Guides attended Oxygen, the County Guide
Patrol Competition. They took part in a range of a
challenges including lighting fires and cooking camp
doughnuts; designing and making rockets, which were
tested to see whose could fly the furthest; delivering an
uncooked egg safely around an assault course; and
building a device to allow them to lift a bucket of water
from one side of a river bank to the other.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk—Kennington’s very own community café
The Apple Café would like to arrange some events on the days when the café is open, i.e. Thursday
and Saturday mornings, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
This is a community café, serving and helping our community, so we are looking for anything that
would be of benefit or interest to all. It would present an opportunity for local people to market
things that they make or to promote their skills. For instance, selling your own crafts; promoting or
demonstrating various skills; an opportunity for mums to sell or pass on children’s clothes, books
and toys; a chance to sell plants and sell or give surplus produce from your garden; promoting
various local societies; and other events.
We welcome any suggestions about what you might like to see—we have had one suggestion to
have a “sale board” where people could publicise items that they may have for sale or to give away.
A list of events can be publicised regularly on Kennington Connected, and in the Chronicle if they
are booked well in advance. Space is limited to one standard table and so one event per café
session, which would be confined to that space.
I am co-ordinating this, so if you have any suggestions or would like to book the table for a sales
event or other purpose, please contact me by phone, Kennington Connected, or Facebook PM.
There are many talented people in Kennington and it would be lovely to see your wares! I hope that
some of you will be interested—we look forward to hearing from you.
— Pauline Shepheard, 01865 321089
Apple Café, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk
St Swithun’s Church Hall, Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
It’s time for the Summer Reading Challenge once more! Wanted! Eagle-eyed children to
solve the strange goings on in Kennington Library this summer.
From 15th July to 16th September children can join the Animal Agents for the Summer Reading
Challenge 2017. There’s a mystery to solve. All you need to do is to read at least six library
books of your choice over the summer holidays. As you read, you will collect stickers to help
narrow down the suspects. Complete the challenge to crack the case and get your own medal
and certificate at our children Awards Party Monday 18th September.
Join up at Kennington library. It’s fun! It’s free! It’s local!
Adults can get involved as well.
Look out for the Oxfordshire Reads Postcards to enter a prize draw.
FREE events throughout the summer welcoming ALL children
JULY
Rhyme Time Monday 10th, 2–2:30 p.m. Story Time Wednesday 19th, 10:30–11:30 a.m. Story Time
and Craft: Wednesday 26th, 10:30–11:30 a.m.
AUGUST
Story & Craft Friday 4th, 2:30–3:30 p.m. Rhyme Time & Games Monday 7th, 2:30–3:30 p.m.
Story & Craft Wednesday 16th, 10:30–11:30 a.m. Story & Craft Friday 25th, 2:30–3:30 p.m. Story
& Craft Wednesday 30th, 10:30–11:30 p.m.
ALL children must be accompanied by an adult at all times!
Friends of Kennington Library
Are you a Friend?
Why not become a Friend and support your Library,
which is at the very heart of our community?
You may do so for as little as a £3 donation per year.
Forms available at the library or from our website (see below)
Advance Notice: DISCO for families on Saturday 30th September!
Children £6 each (£5 for those who buy by the end of July!), accompanying adults FREE! Hurry to
buy your tickets! Remember to look at our website for more information (see below).
For all the latest information visit our web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
FOKL Chairman: Pamela Allen
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
A reminder that on Friday 30th June & Saturday 1st July the United Choirs are performing The
Mikado by Gilbert & Sullivan at 7:30 p.m. in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road.
Last Christmas the Choirs reached over half a million pounds raised for charity. To celebrate this
amazing total the Choirs had a trip out on the river in early June. They hired a Salters boat and
almost a hundred people enjoyed a sunny afternoon cruising from Oxford to Abingdon and back
again. It was a very happy afternoon with lots of food and singing and laughter. We felt quite proud
of ourselves!
Now we are on holiday until Friday 15 th September when we start rehearsing Handel’s Messiah
and The Pirates of Penzance for concerts in November and December. Happy holidays to
everyone!
— Trevor Cowlett

Headway Oxfordshire
Charitable Incorporated Organisation 1156538
Headway Oxfordshire Charity Golf Day 2017
It’s that time when we build up to one of our favourite events! The annual Headway Oxfordshire
Charity Golf Day 2017 will take place on Friday 1st September. It is the perfect opportunity for a
business away-day, team-building exercise, client networking event or just a chance to play on one
the country’s finest golf courses with your friends. At the same time, support our vital work in our
local community.

This is our fifth time playing on the lush greens of Frilford Heath Golf Club, recently voted one of
the top 100 golf courses in England. It’s a full day of 27 holes in a beautiful setting, with Texas
Scramble and Stableford match play, all finished off with a two-course dinner, drinks and charity
auction at the clubhouse. The Headway Oxfordshire Charity Golf Day has become a highlight of
our fundraising year.
We put on a fabulous day of golf and of course raise as much as possible to allow Headway
Oxfordshire to continue its vital work supporting people throughout Oxfordshire whose lives have
been affected by brain injury. Every year 4,000 people are diagnosed with brain injuries in
Oxfordshire alone.
If you would like to join a team or to sponsor the day, we would love to hear from you. Please
contact us on 01865 326623 or events@headway-oxford.og.uk.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Saturday 15th July: Coach Outing to RHS Hyde Hall Essex. SEATS STILL AVAILABLE.
Bookings can now be made for the trip to RHS Hyde Hall. The all-inclusive cost is £15 per person,
payable to the treasurer on 730961 within seven days of booking. Hyde Hall gardens have
developed significantly in the past few years. Subject to time, we hope to make a short visit on the
way home to Crewe Hill Nurseries at Enfield.
The coach will depart from Manor Grove at 7:45 a.m., calling at bus stops though the village. A
short stop is envisaged. Estimated time of return is 6:30 p.m.
Sunday 24th September: Coach Outing to Malvern Autumn Show
Bookings for the above trip can now be taken. Please telephone the treasurer on 01865 730961. The
all-inclusive cost is £25 pp (£16 entry and £9 coach). Bookings should be confirmed with payment
as soon as possible. This is always a popular trip and prompt booking is advised. REMEMBER
THAT THERE IS NO AUGUST CHRONICLE TO REMIND YOU.
The coach will depart from Manor Grove at 7:45 a.m. calling at bus stops through the village.
Estimated time of return 6:30 p.m.
A date for the diary… Saturday 9th September: Annual Show in Village Hall. Full details in
the September Chronicle.

Kennington Festival Group
We are having a Strawberry Tea on Monday 3rd July to raise money for Breast Cancer Care.
This will be part of our usual afternoon when over-60’s come to socialise and have a short game of
Bingo or Scrabble, followed by tea and cakes.
There will also be quizzes and a raffle.
If you would like to come please let me know by Saturday 1st July.
WHERE

Kennington Village Centre

TIME

2–4 p.m.

DATES

3rd July

Strawberry Tea

17th July

Garden Party

31st July

Usual meeting

14th August

Lunch at 1 p.m. followed by usual meeting

28th August

Usual meeting

If you have mobility problems and would like Transport, we have a team of Volunteer Drivers.
CONTACT
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Margaret Biggs on 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Kennington Health Centre report from Botley Medical Centre
01865 730911 — www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk
We have experienced two full months of the new regime at Kennington Health Centre, and have
been through the changes with the clinical system, with the minimum of disruption. Credit goes to
Deputy Practice Manager Hazel Quick, for all the work she put in beforehand, and to the reception
teams at both sites in getting things back to normal on the Monday after the merge.
In last month’s Kennington Chronicle there was a report from Kennington Patient Participation
Group in which they mentioned the meeting that I had with Sylvia Buckingham and Anne Feather. I
thought it might be helpful if I responded to the points raised at that meeting and in the article.
The Kennington Health Centre website was owned and managed by the outgoing partnership. This
website will not be updated, and I apologise if I gave the impression that it would be. The new
website to access information about the practice is www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk.
One or two appointments did drop off the system at the time of the merger. We knew that we were
going to lose all the appointments at Kennington when the systems merged and had taken steps to
ensure that they were all put back on again on the Monday following the merger. Unfortunately
there were a couple of appointments that either were not put on or for some reason dropped off. We
were able to offer an appointment to those patients later the same day, but appreciate that this was
not ideal. We apologise for the inconvenience and distress that this may have caused.
Kennington Health Centre was aware prior to the merger of the systems that patients would need to
re-register to order online prescriptions. Patients were informed of this from the end of January
2017 until the merge. A note was put on patients’ repeat prescription request slips and on the
Kennington Health Centre website advising patients of change. Clearly this was not sufficient as
some patients were still not aware of this. We have tried to address the matter by sending a text
message to all patients on repeat prescriptions if they have a mobile phone.
Botley Medical Centre worked with Kennington Health Centre once we were given the go ahead by
Oxfordshire Commissioning Group in early February, but we were not able to make any decisions
or take action or communicate with patients until we took over on 1st April.
The doctors are meeting regularly to discuss the smooth running of GP services. Duty doctor day is
one of this issues we consider, and we are trying different ways to manage this. At the time of
writing we have duty at Botley and Kennington on alternate days. This means that if a patient needs
to be seen urgently on the day they might have to travel to see a doctor. We have an Advanced
Prescriber at both sites who can treat patients for minor illnesses and issue prescriptions as
necessary.
In a small practice, and indeed many larger practices, it is not practicable to have a doctor on site at
all times. Doctors have to go out of the building on home visits or for other matters. If a doctor is
not in the building they are always contactable. We provide General Medical Services and not an
emergency service, although we will always respond to a patient with a health need. Of course, in a
grave medical emergency, patients should call 999 or go straight to A&E.
When the partners at Kennington Health Centre handed their contract back at the end of March, it
was done because they had not been able to recruit GPs to join the team and were finding it
impossible to manage the workload without additional clinical support.
There is a national shortage of General Practitioners. At Botley Medical Centre we have been
fortunate enough to employ two additional doctors, but alongside this we have had to think of
different ways to meet patient health needs. We have tried to address this by employing a
physiotherapist. I know many of you have benefited from the service he provides. We have also
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employed Advanced Practitioners, as mentioned above. These are nurses who have received
additional training. They are qualified to diagnose and treat minor illnesses and know when to refer
a patient on to see a doctor.
We are trying our best to manage the patient needs across both sites. I would really value input into
how this can best be achieved. If you would be interested in taking part in future consultations, but
do not want to make the time commitments needed to be part of the patient group, please email me.
I am very happy to receive feedback. We want to give a high standard of medical care to our
patients and need to know when we are not achieving this.
Thank you for your patience during this time of change.
— Caroline Jones, Practice Manager, 01865 248719, carolinejones3@nhs.net

Kennington Patient Participation Group
Contact the PPG on khcppg@gmail.com
Thank you, everyone who came to the PPG’s AGM last month, and for your
contributions and support. It was a useful meeting, with the Practice Manager,
Caroline Jones, and the Botley PPG chairman, Harry Dickinson, answering plenty
of questions from the floor. This month, Caroline’s report is on page 23.
The Kennington PPG is planning to hold a series of talks in the coming year. Look out for the topic,
venue, date and time in the Chronicle and Health Centre. All patients from Kennington and Botley
will be welcome to attend.
Botley PPG and Kennington PPG continue to work together while the Botley management
addresses the various challenges in merging the two practices.
— Sylvia Buckingham

Interested in adoption?
Family support charity Parents And Children Together (PACT) is
appealing for people from caring professions to consider adoption.
PACT offers outstanding adoption services to families across the South East. Last year it placed 87
children with 62 families through its adoption services. There are currently more than 2,000
children waiting to be adopted in England.
PACT is particularly looking for couples or single people, including those from the LGBT
community, who can consider adopting children over four years old, those with BME heritage or
who have additional needs, and sibling groups of two or more children.
The agency would really like to hear from anyone from the caring professions such as nurses,
teachers, police officers, childminders and those in the care sector, as given their professional
experience and skills they typically make strong adopters, and they are particularly valued by local
authorities looking to place a child.
Find out more about PACT and its adoption services at pactcharity.org or call 0300 456 4800.
Forthcoming events at pactcharity.org/adoption/about-adoption/information-events.
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Walking for well-being with Kennington Strollers
Join us to improve your fitness, mobility and general well-being!
A free programme of ten short walks, starting off at a gentle pace
Try one, two, three laps round the Playing field at Playfield Road, Kennington
Gradually increase your pace and distance over the ten walks
We have changed the start time to 2 p.m.
Walks are the first and third Tuesday of each month from May to September
4th & 18th July, 1st & 15th August, 5th & 19th September
Please consult your GP if you haven’t exercised for some time to check that walking for
exercise is suitable for you. Walkers participate at their own risk.
Contact Rosemary on 01865 735419 or gardneraldgate@outlook.com

Kennington Youth Club
New Youth Leader Appointed
Kennington Youth Club is delighted to announce that we have appointed a
new youth leader, Roy Peach. Roy joins us having recently completed a
degree in youth work. He has extensive experience working with young people both in a Scouting
setting and having done pastoral work in a local school. He has lots of exciting ideas for the club,
which we hope to be able to share with you more fully in the next edition of the Chronicle.
Reopening
Roy is finalising running some sessions during the summer, both at the Youth Club and at the
playing fields for young people to get to know Roy.
Going forward we have decided that meetings will take place on Wednesday evenings.
At the time of going to press, final details are not yet available, however we will publish details on
our social media accounts once available. Please consider following or befriending these for further
updates.
Twitter

@YClubKennington

Facebook

Youthclub Kennington (and on Kennington Connected)

Instagram

youthclubkennington

Volunteers
We have some volunteers lined up for the opening of the Youth Club, but would appreciate any
extra offers of assistance. This can be as either a regular or an ad hoc commitment. No previous
experience is necessary as full training is provided. Most helpers find it rewarding to spend time
with the young people and seeing them develop and pursue their interests. Please contact Roy King
for further details and information on royfking@gmail.com or 01865 735864.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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KOA
www.koa.org.uk
The KOA thanks Derek and Ann Stark for organizing a wonderful wine and cheese evening in their
beautiful garden. In addition to the wine and cheese, our hosts kept us entertained with a lovely
raffle, sale of beautifully designed children’s T-shirts and a wine bottling demonstration.
Many congratulations and heartfelt thanks to Sylfest Muldal and his dynamic team, who worked
hard to ensure an enjoyable and successful annual Bagley Wood Fun Run. It was great to see so
many children taking part, as well as the YoCo group.
Upcoming activities in July and August
KENNINGTON UNITED CHOIRS will present The Mikado by Gilbert and Sullivan in the
Methodist Church Hall at 7:30 p.m. on Friday 30th June and Saturday 1st July. Coin and Note
collection. A fun evening for all the family
The KOA SHOP at St Swithun’s Church Hall will be open Monday 31st July–Saturday 19th August.
This is your chance to reduce, reuse and recycle. You can reduce the unwanted clutter in your
house, reuse some of the items on sale in
August and recycle children’s clothes and
toys that they have grown out of as well as
books you have read. All donations in
good condition are very welcome. We
always welcome new helpers in the shop.
If you are interested please ring Gillian
Cox on 735590.
Progress Update from our 2017 charity
Standing Voice: Almost 600 people with
albinism have been supported across two
recent vision events, and over 40 teachers
have been trained. The Dar es Salaam
vision event was attended by national
media as well as representatives from the
Tanzanian Government and World Bank.
This year they have also enrolled a further
two optometrists into the programme,
therefore increasing local capacity to
service the unique vision needs of people
with albinism.
Co-chair
Co-chair
Secretary

Brenda Groth
01865 739229
Marilyn Farr
01865 326519
Laila Ismail Khan 07880 972664

egroth@virginmedia.com
marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk
lismailkhan@yahoo.com

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Kennington History Society
In June we had a forced change to the programme because the original speaker was double-booked.
Instead we had in effect a members’ evening with a display of Kennington pictures and more from
the past put on by the members.
As this was an unadvertised change, visitors were not charged for the event. It was nevertheless
well received.
At the time of writing we are looking forward to a talk by Katherine Bradley on, “No corsets! The
aesthetic and rational movements come to Oxford.”
We do not meet in July and August. Everyone is reminded of the annual trip to Bristol on Thursday
21st September. The cost to non-members is £13. Places are still available at the time of writing;
please contact our Treasurer David Jones at 33 Playfield Road. All talks start at 7:45 p.m. in the
Methodist Church off Upper Road, all welcome. Complementary tea and coffee are available
afterwards though donations are welcome.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
As the Chronicle lands on door mats throughout Kennington, we will be but three weeks
away from the end of the school year. There is not really any such thing as a quiet time
in school these days, as we all work hard to give the children the best possible
education, and the children work hard to be the best that they can be in all areas of the curriculum.
As well as being a busy year, with all our productions, assemblies, sports days, residential visits,
local visits and visitors into school, we have also had two successful inspections. The first was our
‘church school inspection,’ which evaluated the extent to which St Swithun’s is distinctive as a
church school. That was followed at the end of February by our Ofsted inspection. As previously
reported in the Chronicle, both inspections confirmed that St Swithun’s is a ‘good’ school, with
many strengths.
Significant contributions to these successful outcomes are the links that we have with village
organisations and residents. Many of our children attend church, cubs, brownies, guides or scouts,
for example. Others get involved with Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society or events organised
by Kennington Overseas Aid. We are also fortunate in having members of the local community
coming into school on a regular basis. Our volunteers provide support in the classroom, by, for
example, sharing books with children (reading to them, or listening to the children read), doing arts
and crafts activities through Full Circle. They also get involved with gardening in the school
grounds and encouraging the next generation of gardeners by helping with our gardening clubs. To
all of our invaluable volunteers, we send our heartfelt thanks—we couldn’t offer the children so
much without your help.
Children in Rowan Class (Year 2, aged 6–7), with help from their teacher, Miss Riepma, are our
journalists this month, with news of their recent learning. The pictures show two of the children
working on their ‘Princess and the Bug’ books as well as some of their careful observational
drawings of beetles.
With very best wishes for the summer break and thank you to all our staff and volunteers for
making St Swithun’s a great place to be,
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
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Kennington Women’s Institute
The President welcomed members to our annual Founders Day Party in the Village
Centre. A warm welcome was also offered to our special guests from Kennington
Link WI—Mrs Sheila Prior, Mrs Pat Mabbutt and Mrs Jean Mundy. We sat down
to a delightful buffet, provided by the Committee, followed by a choice of wonderful desserts.
The entertainment for this important day in our calendar was kindly provided by Mrs Mabbutt, who
deftly demonstrated the intricacies of handbell ringing. It is a fascinating subject and Pat explained
that there are English handbells (cast in the Whitechapel Foundry in London, which, incidentally, is
where the bells for Big Ben were cast) and American handbells. The differences in the tones were
explained and demonstrated. We were each handed a bell and, with a lot of encouragement and
laughter, we managed to play some easy tunes including Edelweiss, Happy Birthday and Postman
Pat! We ended with our rendition of Jerusalem. We had to admit that you had to listen and look
hard at the music notes to make sure we rang our bell at the right time, as well as understanding
what we were playing. But, after that, we all really enjoyed it. All in all, a happy evening.
Our next meeting on Wednesday 12th July is a talk by Chris Caddy entitled, “Sherlock Holmes and
His Legacy.” Why not join us at 7:15 p.m. in the Village Centre.
Our meeting in September is on Wednesday 13th September, again in the Village Centre at 7:15 p.m.
We would be pleased to see you.

Sandford Hydro update from Low Carbon Hub
Lots to celebrate with Sandford Hydro!
Low Carbon Hub is pleased that work remains on target to start generating clean
energy from the flow of the Thames this summer. The final phase of the build includes:
➢

Building a fish pass so that all species of fish in the river can migrate upstream from the
Lasher Weir for the first time in nearly 400 years! This is the first of its type in England,
with concrete and naturalised sections, resting pools and spawning grounds.

➢

Completing the channel that will direct water to flow to the screws to generate the power.

➢

Electrical works to ensure that the power created by the turning of the screws is generated
into electricity and then fed into the National Grid.

Low Carbon Hub is also celebrating the successful close
of its reopened Sandford Hydro community share offer.
Financing the construction was one of the many
challenges in delivering this renewable energy project on
behalf of the local community group who first floated it.
Dr Barbara Hammond MBE, the Hub’s Chief Executive,
says, “We’ve been overwhelmed by the support of so
many investors, old and new, who made our reopened
community share offer a resounding success. We raised
£651,816, which is over 70% more than we’d initially
hoped for. We’re especially pleased that many local
residents invested, making the hydro a truly communityowned energy project.”
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Kennington Scouts
Endeavour Cubs Go Cubbing: Every four years, Oxfordshire holds a major
scout camp where all Scouts, Cubs and Beavers from Oxfordshire are invited, as
well as a few international Scout packs. Over the May bank holiday, members of
the 40th Kennington Endeavour Cub pack along with 4,500 other Scouts, Cubs and Beavers took
over the northern part of the Blenheim Palace Estate for OXONJAM 2017.
Our pack, 40th Oxford, joined up with 4th Botley to share resources. After unpacking, we prepared
for the science fiction themed fancy-dress opening ceremony. Our section chose Star Wars with
varied characters from Darth Vader and Jabba the Hutt. The parade was a sight to behold with a
procession of over 4000 people in various fancy
dress by the large stage with screens and lights.
The next morning, the camp awoke from
5:30 a.m. Cooking fed our group of 50 hungry
mouths. Our first day involved the large field full
of marquees crammed with creative activities.
These included circus tricks, origami dinosaurs,
glass engraving, decorating tiles, glitter tattoos,
new sports, a digital graffiti wall, computer
games, being a radio presenter on Scout Radio,
and even a roller disco. In the evening there was a
choice of cinema or music on the main stage. Or,
scouts and cubs could pair up and go off on their own in this safe environment.
The second day involved adventurous activities,
including mini tanks powered by small petrol
engines, a giant slide, axe throwing, bouncy
castles (one of which had a rotating arm that you
needed to jump over in a competition to be last
scout bouncing), a flight simulator, a mobile caving experience in a converted bus, and various
scout packs organising additional games and challenges.
The final morning involved more activities although quite a lot of the young Beavers and Cubs
were taking it easy before the 3 p.m. pick-up by their parents.
Not only does scout camp supply fun and excitement, but also it also helps Scouts achieve new
badges. Our newest member gained their first badges: an Oxonjam 2017 badge and their threenights away badge (and a big grin on their face).
Scouting is open to all children aged 6-14. If you are interested in joining - we have a waiting list
for kids, but space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
I went with 40th Oxford Scout Troop, though we camped with 4th Oxford, who were very nice! After
an awesome opening ceremony, we headed back to camp to call it a night. I had a great time the
next day heading to the Phantom Zone, full of otherworldly things like American Rugby… I mean
Football. Later we headed to the Robo Zone, where we did fantastic activities like being on the
radio and taking part in a roller disco! All through the camp you could visit the cinema or jam along
to Jam FM! The next day we headed to the Indiana Zone, where we drove mini tanks and
experienced the thrill of a simulator. Later we went zorbing and on a cave bus in the James Bond
Zone! On the final day we split into Beaver, Cubs and Scouts, with the Scouts having a massive
inflatable and mini games to do. All in all Oxon Jam was epic!
Thank you, Matthew, Clive, Hannah and Claire, for going on the camp and putting up with us!
— Tom B.
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Flood alleviation: your chance to have a say
Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme public consultation
We are holding a consultation on some of the design features of the Oxford Flood Alleviation
Scheme until Thursday 20th July. Once the consultation begins, you will be able to access it here:
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/oxford-flood-alleviation-scheme-design-consultation
At the time of writing, we expect to hold an event on Friday 30th June at Kennington Library to help
people who do not have access to a computer or want help filling in the consultation. If you missed
this, we are holding two more drop-ins at local libraries, where members of the project team will be
available to support you:
➢

Thursday 6th, 12 noon–6 pm, Oxford Central Library, OX1 1AY

➢

Tuesday 11th, 9:30 am–2 pm, Botley Library, OX2 9LP

For further information or to receive updates on the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme, email us at
OxfordScheme@environment-agency.gov.uk

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Playgrounds
Following a recent incident, soft closers will be installed on the gates at the playgrounds outside the
Village Hall and Forest Side.
There have also been reports of the BMX track at Forest Side being used by motorbikes. If you
witness this, please contact 101.
War Memorials
The Parish Council will be contributing to a database to catalogue the war memorials in the village.
The memorials will be regularly checked for signs of deterioration in order to preserve them for
future generations.
Dates of Council Meetings: July and August
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.
8:10 p.m.
th
July: Thursday 13
July: Tuesday 11th
August: None
August: Tuesday 1st & 2nd
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Care and Balance
Too much sun can be harmful to our skin, but with care and balance it can lift our mood out in
wildlife gardening land. The sun can be the kiss of life or death. It depends on the way we use it.
Exposure to sunlight can cause the brain to release serotonin, which can lead us to feel calm and
focused. Without sunlight, our collective serotonin levels can dip.
A number of health benefits associated to exposure to sunlight can also benefit those suffering from
depression according to the Journal of Psychiatry & Neuroscience. Anxiety and panic attacks have
been linked with changing seasons and reduced sunlight. So what better reason to be getting out
and enjoying nature? In our own gardens, streets or park.
Even the stone age people knew that the sun brought many healing qualities, which is maybe why
they worshipped it?
If you suffer from insomnia, daytime exposure to sunlight increases melatonin production during
the night, which in turn helps us sleep. I personally find that the sun rays also ease my swollen
joints during peaks of inflammation from rheumatoid arthritis.
Whether you garden traditionally or with wildlife in mind, remember, care and balance is what’s
needed when enjoying the sun’s rays. Stay safe while out.

Kennington Link WI
The President welcomed members and one visitor to our meeting. A recent lunch
outing to the Tandem had been very much enjoyed, and we look forward to visiting
the Iffley Gardens later this month. Sadly one of our members has had a nasty fall and
we send her our best wishes for a rapid recovery.
Yesteryear was revisited as our speaker Helen Fountain from the Oxford City Museum spoke on
the subject of ‘Reminiscence’ with the theme of Food and Cookery. She had provided a very
impressive display of old-time food containers and kitchen equipment (including Fred, the popular
‘Homepride’ mascot), which reminded us of our younger days, but would probably seem quite
peculiar to today’s children. We agreed with the speaker that one big difference between long-ago
days and modern living is the variety and amount of food available. General conversation ensued as
we recalled several old Oxford food shops, Fullers, Oliver & Gurdens, Grimley Hughes, Frank
Cooper and the Cadena, each with its individual atmosphere and aromas. As the talk drew to a close
we were each asked to name our favourite meal and it was surprising to hear just how varied our
tastes are.
Members had contributed generously to a well-stocked SALES TABLE, and the wide variety of
goods guaranteed that there was something to suit everyone.
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 5th July when Julie Earl will speak on The Order of the
Amaranth.
A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
We will hold a summer COFFEE MORNING on
WEDNESDAY 2nd AUGUST at 10 a.m. in the METHODIST CHURCH
Everyone is invited — all are welcome!
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre
Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
July
10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Kennington Cancer Fund Summer Event
Village Centre
Sat
1
7:30 p.m.
Kennington United Choirs: “Mikado”
Methodist Church
Mon 3 2 p.m.
Festival Group
Village Centre
Tue
4 2 p.m.
Kennington Strollers
Playfield pavilion
Wed 5 2:15 p.m.
Kennington Link WI
Methodist Church
Sat
8
Kennington Athletics Football Club Tournament
Forest Side
Sun
9
10 a.m.
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Church
Tue 11
8:10 p.m.
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Wed 12 7:15 p.m.
Kennington WI
Village Centre
Thu 13 7:30 p.m.
Parish Council Meeting
Village Centre
Sun 16 2–8 p.m.
LAM Brewing Open Day
Unit 68, Sandford Industrial Estate
Mon 17 2 p.m.
Festival Group
Village Centre
Tue 18 2 p.m.
Kennington Strollers
Pavilion
Wed 19 10:30 a.m.
Short Service of Worship
Edith Court Lounge
Sat 29 2–8 p.m.
LAM Brewing Open Day
Unit 68, Sandford Industrial Estate
Kennington Overseas Aid: Shop opens for 3 weeks
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Mon 31
2 p.m.
Festival Group
Village Centre
August
2 p.m.
Kennington Strollers
Playfield pavilion
Tue
1
8:10 p.m.
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Wed 2 10:30 a.m.
Kennington Link WI Coffee
Methodist Church
Tue
8 10 a.m.
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Church
Mon 14 2 p.m.
Festival Group
Village Centre
Tue 15 2 p.m.
Kennington Strollers
Playfield pavilion
Wed 16 10:30 a.m.
Short Service of Worship
Edith Court Lounge
Sat 19
Kennington Overseas Aid: Shop closes
Tue 22 8:10 p.m.
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Mon 28 2 p.m.
Festival Group
Village Centre
September
Tue
5 2 p.m.
Kennington Strollers
Playfield pavilion
Wed 6 2:15 p.m.
Kennington Link WI
Methodist Church
Mon 11 2 p.m.
Festival Group
Village Centre
10 a.m.
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Church
Tue 12
8:10 p.m.
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Wed 13 7:15 p.m.
Kennington WI
Village Centre
Thu 14 7:30 p.m.
Parish Council Meeting
Village Centre
Mon 18 7:45 p.m.
Kennington History Society: The Vale before Railways Methodist Church
Tue 19 2 p.m.
Kennington Strollers
Playfield pavilion
Sat 23
KOA Autumn Event
Village Centre
Mon 25 2 p.m.
Festival Group
Village Centre
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