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Harvest: Just as the first day of October arrives, our parish churches are celebrating the festival of
harvest. By the time you have read this piece, those Sunday services will likely have happened, but
St Swithun’s School has yet to have its own celebration in the church. In both of the posts that I
have held since I was ordained, there have been significant rural communities, and harvest has been
an important time of year. But for many of us, apart from cursing getting stuck behind a tractor, the
act of the harvest is both out of sight and often out of mind.
The church has a long history of celebrating its connection to the land; particularly in the much
older festivals of Lammas and Rogationtide. But the idea of a harvest festival didn’t really take off
until the Victorian era, and for that we can thank the Rev Robert Hawker, a priest in Devon, who
began these sorts of services in 1843 in the parish of Morwenstow in North Cornwall. He was
certainly the first to fill his own church with local and homegrown produce, which is perhaps what
we most associate with a harvest festival service. Their popularity spread quickly, not least because
the services romanticized a pastoral idyll against the backdrop of the industrial revolution. There is
perhaps some parallel with today, as jobs require increasing amounts of automation and people
become further removed from the food they consume, harvest services remain extremely popular,
both here and across the country.
Harvest offers us many things to reflect upon. God’s act of creation being made known to us anew.
Our relationship with the earth, and our call to be stewards and custodians rather than those who
take and exploit. The seasons of our lives reflecting and dovetailing with the seasons of our year.
There are many other sermons which can and have been preached with the harvest in mind. What
springs to my mind this year is what the harvest tells us about God’s provision. You might recall
Jesus’s challenging words to his disciples in Matthew’s Gospel: “Therefore do not worry, saying,
‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who
strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.”
The contrast is between confidence in the abundance of heaven, and the anxiety in the transience of
Earth. It’s a difficult path to walk; how many of us actually leave the house without clothes on and
think that God will provide? Of course, Jesus’s words need to be understood in context. The church
is the point between heaven and earth, between confidence and anxiety. The good news here is that
of course God provides all that we need. The more challenging news is that God does not provide
in a way that is exterior to us. We are part of the process, the people through whom God’s work is
accomplished. We have all the conditions for growth, in our fields and in our churches, but they
require skilful and dedicated nurture if they are to come to anything. At harvest we get physical
reminders in what has been produced that we’re all needed in doing God’s work together. In a
sense, for those bringing the harvest last month, we see a microcosm of God’s relationship with us.
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In the words of the hymn, “We plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the land, but it is fed
and watered by God’s almighty hand”. May we be reminded this harvest by our part to play and our
need to share in God’s work.
— Rob Glenny
Services in October
Sun 1st

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
Harvest Celebration

Sun 8th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

Sun 15th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer In Hall

Sun 22nd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline
Sun 29th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:00 p.m. Songs of Praise at St Leonard’s,
Sunningwell

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Messy Church at St Swithun’s: This month, Messy Church will be on Sunday 15th. The doors
open for Messy Church at 9:30 a.m., and it usually finishes by about 11. You can come
and have breakfast—cereals, toast, croissants, pain au chocolat, etc., and then feel free to
wander round and see the activities or join in a discussion if you want to, all very relaxed.
Adults and children of all ages can enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to explore Bible
stories and to reflect a God of creativity. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see how it
works. You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service, come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
Bus Pass Group: The next Bus Pass event will be lunch on Friday 27 th in the Church Hall at
12:30 p.m. Everybody is very welcome.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are recourses in the prayer corner which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
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WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
We celebrate our 50th Church Anniversary on Sunday 29th, and during the month we shall be
holding a series of special services to commemorate this important occasion.
SERVICES IN OCTOBER
1st 10:30 a.m. We welcome our Superintendent Minister, the Rev Canon Dr Martin
Wellings, to conduct the first service of our 50th Anniversary Celebrations.
8th 10:30 a.m. HARVEST THANKSGIVING. Our special preacher today is the Rev Alan
Grist, one of the previous Ministers of our Church. Come and share our
Harvest joy.
15th 10:30 a.m. Our Morning Worship will be conducted by the Rev David Bull, one of our
circuit retired Ministers, who will lead our monthly service of Holy
Communion.
22nd 10:30 a.m. Jennifer Thompson from Chalgrove leads our Morning Worship.
29th 10:30 a.m. OUR 50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION SERVICE will be led by our
own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies. Past members and worshippers
have been invited to this service. This will be followed by a Celebration
Lunch. We invite everyone to come and share in this joyful occasion and
meet many old friends. We’ll squeeze you in somehow!
OTHER ACTIVITIES
Saturday 28th. A Special Concert with Claire Barratt and Friends at 7 p.m. as part of our
Anniversary celebrations. Come and enjoy the music and the singing with refreshments half way
through. There is of course no charge for entry. Come and celebrate with us!
Monday 2nd MN8. The monthly Bible Study at 8 p.m. at the Church. This is a time of lively,
informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of contemporary issues
and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
The Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group. All details from Dilys Cale on Oxford
739774. This group is open to everyone.
Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 18th at 10:30 a.m. This is
an informal service beginning with a hymn, a reading from the Bible to see how its message can
apply to us today. Lastly, there are prayers for our community and the world. All are welcome.
COFFEE MORNING Tuesday 10th in the Methodist Church from 10 a.m. onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new?
You will be most welcome. The September Coffee Morning raised £93.05. Our November
Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 14th November at 10 a.m.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH: If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available on a Saturday.
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Winter-warming lunch—cancelled
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Winter Warming Lunch, advertised for
Tuesday 17th, has had to be cancelled.
We are sorry to have caused any disappointment.

Kennington Youth Club
Great to be back after the Summer
After a break in August when we did some cleaning and repairs, and stocked
up on some new equipment, we reopened on 6th September with our members
enjoying team games, table tennis, Wii, table football, air hockey, darts,
dominoes and with the addition, by popular request, of milkshakes on the
menu at the tuck shop (and, yes, we did have fun practising making them).
Join Us in October
If you’d like to come along in October, we will be open for years 5–9 on Wednesday 4 th, 11th and
18th, and back on the 1st November, 7–8:30 p.m. in the Youth Club building, beside the Health
Centre.
Annual membership is just £5 plus £1 per session, and with a membership card, when you’ve
attended five sessions you get the sixth one free.
Non-members are also welcome to come along and join in the fun at £2 per session.
Old games gathering dust?
We’d like to extend the range of activities we can offer our members, so if you can have any ageappropriate board or Wii games or jigsaws (200–300 pieces) you could offer to donate, that would
be wonderful.
Happy to collect locally or you’d also be more than welcome to arrange to come over on a club
night for a cup of coffee and to drop them off.
Get in Touch
We’d love to hear from you if you have any questions or
feedback, or can offer to help in any way. Email
youthclubkennington@gmail.com or contact through Twitter
@YClubKennington or Facebook (search for ‘youthclub
kennington’).
In particular, we’re looking at the moment for anyone who can
assist with fundraising as we have big plans but need help
getting there. Commitment to this or offers to help on club
evenings can be flexible in time commitment, and full support
will be offered.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs are continuing their rehearsals of Handel’s
Messiah and Gilbert & Sullivan’s The Pirates of Penzance. Rehearsals are held each Friday
evening from 7:45 to 10 p.m. in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road.
We’re always looking for new singers and there is still time to join us. There are no auditions or
subscriptions.
Copies of The Pirates will be available, but if you have your own copy of the Messiah, that would
be a great help. Messiah will be on Sunday 5th November at 2:30 p.m. in the Holywell Music
Room, and the four performances of The Pirates will be at the beginning of December. We would
be pleased to welcome you.

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Fresher’s Fair
The Parish Council organised a Fresher’s Fair for people to find out more about the groups and
organisations in the village. The displays were colourful and informative, and I hope that we will be
able to arrange another one in a couple of years.
Grants
At its September meeting, the Council granted £25 to Clean Slate towards counselling and support
for victims of abuse in Oxfordshire. The Council also made a grant of £50 to Be Free Young Carers
to support their work with young carers aged 8 to 25 across the South and Vale area. The Soldiers
of Oxfordshire Museum received a grant of £25 towards their archive work of the two county
regiments from the Great War and the parishes from which their men came.
Register to Vote
You will have recently received a letter from the Vale of White Horse District Council to ensure
that residents of the Vale are correctly registered to vote. Please note this is not a circular; you need
to complete the form to make sure you are correctly registered to vote.
DIY Waste
Oxfordshire County Council will be introducing charges for non-household waste at recycling
centres from 1st October. The existing DIY 1, 2, 3 for free scheme is being replaced by a small fixed
fee per item. More information can be found on www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste.
Dates of Council Meetings: October
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.
8:10 p.m.
Thursday 12th
Tuesday 3rd & 24th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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1st Kennington Guides
We are enjoying the new term. We have trialled some activities from the new
Girlguiding programme, which is due to start next year, and we’ve planned our ideal residential
adventures for the Abingdon Division competition.
We are looking forward to working on the Kindness Challenge and spreading a little happiness.
Some of our Patrol Leaders will be attending a ‘Learning to Lead’ workshop. We will also be
joining with other Guides from the surrounding area for a night hike and camp fire.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Autumn Butterfly Hunting
Autumn is certainly in the air, but still many British butterflies are still on the wing in September
and October. Small tortoiseshell and comma can be found in gardens and other habitats throughout
the UK. Peacock is widespread all over the UK as is the large white. Small copper are often found
in open habitats all over the UK, except for northern upland areas. Speckled wood are found in
woodland, gardens and lanes throughout England (except far north), Wales and northern Scotland.
It can still be challenge to spot them, so watch the forecast as most butterflies fly only on days over
18°C. Those days can be varied in weather but are normally sunny, calm, or overcast.
Select your observation sites well. Flowery places with long grass are often good, but to see rarer
species you need to go to the right habitats. Think like a butterfly and escape the stresses of daily
life for a while—most like warm, sheltered, south-facing spots. Use binoculars for scanning the
canopy, the tops of hedgerows and the middle of nettle and bramble patches—those hard-to-reach
areas. Move slowly: butterflies have keen eyesight and sense movement in the air, and watch that
your shadow isn’t cast straight on them.
Educate yourself about the plants on which the caterpillars and adults of each butterfly prefer to
feed. Some species remain close to their larval food plants as adults. Plan ahead to see a particular
species as different butterflies fly at different times of the year. Carry a field guide to help you
identify the species you see. Take a photograph for reference (especially if you've seen something
unusual) including what the habitat is like, and confirm the sighting when you get home.
Don’t leave it too late to see a butterfly, as sightings reduce in the late afternoon, even on warm,
sunny days.
Happy butterfly hunting!
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Friends of St Swithun’s School
It may still be a few months away, but here at FOSS we’re already starting the
countdown to Christmas!
We’re extra excited this year, because our Christmas Fair, on Saturday 2nd
December from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the school’s KS2 hall, offers a fabulous
festive shopping experience.
Find unique gifts for everyone on your list, made by a variety of talented local craftspeople—from
hampers to candles, toys and stocking fillers, sweets, cards, and festive treats… we’ve got it all!
As well as an amazing range of stalls, there will also be festive entertainment, and a chance for the
little ones to visit Father Christmas in his grotto, tell him their Christmas wishes, and receive a gift.
And when you’ve shopped till you drop, you can recover in our Festive Café, which will be serving
light lunches, drinks, cakes, and teas and coffees.

Kennington Link WI
This month our speaker Mr Alan Copeland entertained us with a marvellous talk on Curiosities in
the Cotswold: Part 2. Beautiful slides showed villages on the southern side of the Cotswolds that
had interesting stories or objects. There were churches and gravestones, pubs, unusual trees, an old
village pump and a statue of Old Father Thames. A photograph of a finger post situated at the
joining of six roads showed that it was dedicated to Tom Long, a highway robber. A building called
The Woodchester Mansion was intended to be a grand residence but was unfortunately abandoned
after the owner died leaving just an unfinished shell; this is now known locally as the Victorian
Building Site.
A unique castle-like structure came as a complete surprise as it had initially begun life as a sheep
barn, but with many changes and embellishments it now boasts four stained glass windows, an
ornate interior (complete with staircase) and an extravagant and fascinating exterior. At Woottonunder-Edge, the house where Sir Isaac Pitman lived was of interest to many of us who can still
remember the well-known Pitman Shorthand outlines. A slide show of picturesque Bibury,
accompanied by appropriate music, completed the talk as our speaker observed how good it is to
remember that such villages still exist.
Delicious chocolate cake accompanied refreshments as Joyce Leach celebrated a special birthday.
She was presented with a pretty basket of flowers as we enthusiastically joined in singing “Happy
Birthday”—we wish her much happiness in this coming year.
This month there were home-grown vegetables for sale which provided additional interest and will
help swell our funds. The treasurer was pleased to give a successful financial report but reminded
us she will be collecting donations (of £1) for Denman at the October meeting. The subscriptions
next year will be £41.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 4th when the speaker, David Day, will tell us about
Pendon Museum.
The Group Meeting will take place at 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday 10th at the Village Centre.

14

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

15

16

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Memorial Field
Join us on Saturday 28th in the Kennington Memorial Field for our
autumn “scrub bash”. The session, which will be led by the Abingdon
Green Gym, will be from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. We will meet by the
pavilion at the end of Playfield Road.
No previous experience is necessary. Wear stout shoes or wellies and old clothes. Please bring
gardening gloves and secateurs or loppers if you have them. Other hand tools will be provided. We
will be cutting back the brambles and thorn scrub and having a big bonfire, so there’s plenty to do
to suit all ages and abilities.
We’d be delighted if you can join us for some good exercise outside in convivial company.
For more information, contact info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk or phone Oxford Preservation Trust
on 01865 242918.

KADS News
Coming in January 2018, Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society presents Beauty and the
Beast, the pantomime by Lorraine Mason. Our version of the well-loved fairy tale sees a
handsome but selfish Prince cursed by the evil fairy Demonica, certain to spend the rest
of his life as a hideous and lonely Beast.
Only true love can break the spell, so join Beauty, her two lazy sisters, and a whole host of other
hilarious characters in this traditional family pantomime. Fantasy, make-believe, music and good
times guaranteed!
As in previous years, we will be supporting a local charity with a collection at each performance.
Look out for more information in next month’s Chronicle, on posters around the village, and on our
KADS Facebook page at www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS.
Performance dates and times in JANUARY at Kennington Village Centre
Friday

19th

Saturday 20th
Sunday

21st

7:30 p.m.
2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
2 p.m.

Thursday 25th

7:30 p.m.

26th

7:30 p.m.

Friday

Saturday 27th

2 pm & 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are just £6 for the first night, then £10 adults, £8 concessions, and £30 for a family of four
for the remaining performances. These go on sale from Kay in the Box Office on Sunday 1 st
October.
You can contact Kay on 01865 739025 and boxoffice@kenningtonads.org.uk. Matinee
performances can fill up quickly, so you are encouraged to book early.
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Luke’s Fund Bingo
The family is continuing to raise money for The Fund in memory of Luke. We are having a Bingo.
Friday 27th October
Doors open 7 p.m. Eyes down 7:30 p.m.
There will also be a raffle, and if you would like to donate a raffle prize that would be appreciated.
Lucky number entrance ticket £2 includes nibbles.
Drinks will be on sale.
Thank you all for your continuing support.
For further information please contact me.
— Margaret 01865 730353 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

KOA
www.koa.org.uk
KOA is pleased to announce that the Charity Shop had an excellent year.
We raised over £4,600, about £250 ahead of last year.
Thanks for achieving this magnificent figure go to many people, because the KOA Shop is a
communal effort par excellence.
The people concerned include the supervisors and helpers in the shop, Gillian Cox who drew up the
rota, the people who clear the rubbish, our doughty treasurer, Hugh Fleming, everyone who helped
set the shop up at the end of July and clear the hall so efficiently at the end, and of course everyone
who donated goods and made purchases. Special thanks to Dee Grant and Carol Saker, who coordinated everything in the second half of the shop's run while Marilyn was away.
A big thank you to everyone.
The next upcoming activity will be the AGM on Wednesday 8th November at 8:00 p.m. in St
Swithun’s Church Hall. Mark your calendars! The results of 2017 fundraising activities will be
announced, and a presentation will be made to Standing Voice.
Co-chair
Co-chair
Secretary
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Brenda Groth
01865 739229
Marilyn Farr
01865 326519
Laila Ismail Khan 07880 972664

egroth@virginmedia.com
marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk
lismailkhan@yahoo.com
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History of Kennington Methodist Church
The Methodist Church, in Upper Road,
celebrates its 50th anniversary at the end of
October this year. The church building
opened in 1967, although since 1961,
Methodists in Kennington had been
worshipping together in each others’ houses,
the Church Hall and the Village Hall.
The land on which the church stands
belonged to Miss Edith Gandy, a staunch
Methodist, and
she made a
generous offer
of her extensive
back garden and
Mrs Hilda Robinson, of Bayworth Manor,
paddock to the
lays the foundation stone of the new
Methodist
Methodist Church in Kennington, 1967
Church,
and,
upon her death, her bungalow. This is the origin of the name of Edith
Court, the sheltered housing complex that stands behind the church
and which was very
dear to her heart,
although she did not
live to see it opened.

Miss Edith Gandy, 1967

The church was welcomed into the Oxford
Methodist Circuit, sharing its Minister with various
other partner churches in the Circuit (currently, Lime
Walk and Rose Hill). Sunday worship has been held
at 10:30 a.m. each week for the last 50 years.

Partnership away day in Kennington with Lime
Walk (Headington), Horspath & Rose Hill
congregations, 2009

50th Anniversary Weekend Celebrations, 28th–29th
Kennington Methodist Church
Musical Concert with Claire Barratt and friends
Come and join us for an evening of musical entertainment provided by Claire Barratt and friends.
Claire is a frequent soloist at concerts given by the Kennington & District United Church Choirs,
and we can expect plenty of music and fun suitable for all the family. Look out, too, for one or two
anniversary-related surprises during the evening as well! There is no entrance charge, and
refreshments will be available, so do come along for what promises to be a highly enjoyable
evening to get our celebrations underway.
Continued/…
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Sunday 29th, 10:30 a.m.
Anniversary Service followed by a shared lunch
We offer a very warm invitation to all our friends, past
and present, to come and share our special Anniversary
Service, to mark 50 years since the opening of our
Church. The service will be led by our Minister, the
Rev Rosemary Davies. Immediately following the
service there will be a shared lunch, to which everyone
is invited to stay. If you are intending to come to the
lunch it would be helpful, for catering purposes, if you
would let Doreen Biggadike on 01865 433910 know in
advance please. We do hope to see some familiar faces
from years gone by, so this could be a great chance to
do some ‘catching up’ over a light lunch!

Display of photos & memorabilia from the first 50 years
During our anniversary weekend, there will be a chance to bring back plenty of memories with our
display of photos and
memorabilia from 50
years in the life of our
church,
and
its
associated groups and
activities. Scenes that
you may well recall with
fondness (and some you
may want to forget!) will
be there for you to
browse at your leisure.
Do come early, or stay
behind,
on
either
Saturday or Sunday to
The Christmas Jazz Nativity Play, 1983
have a look at the
display.

Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Road, offers a
very warm welcome to everyone.
Sunday services start at 10:30 a.m.
More details about our weekly services and other
Church activities appear in the Chronicle each month.
Coffee and a chat after the Sunday
service

Continued/…
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As well as Sunday worship, Kennington Methodist
Church has, during its life, been home to Junior
Church, various Youth Clubs, House Groups and
Coffee Mornings, as well as the Kennington &
District United Church Choirs.
The Choirs, under the guidance of Trevor Cowlett,
have raised over half-a-million pounds for various
charities since 1973.
Right from the start, Kennington Methodists have
been actively involved in village life and have joined The Noah’s Ark wall hanging by Junior Church
enthusiastically with villagers of all faiths and none to offer friendship and support. The Methodist
Church has been an integral member of the Ecumenical movement, demonstrating united Christian
witness together with the Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches in the village.
It was out of the joint venture between the Churches that Kennington Good Neighbours and
Kennington Overseas Aid were born.
From the early years in the 1970s when the church was frequently full, ‘through all the changing
scenes of life’ (as the hymn-writer puts it), up to the present day, the Methodist Church has been
blessed with a happy band of hard-working, devoted members, whose mission is clear:
“We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community.”
There are even some of the founding members, the ‘originals’, still worshipping and working in the
Church today.

Songs of Praise service, July 2017
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Kennington History Society
The Kennington History Society has not met since June when we had a talk by Katherine Bradley
called, “No corsets! The aesthetic and rational dress movements come to Oxford.” This was a wellreceived talk about how the very rigid dresses that Victorian women wore gradually gave way to
less restrictive and more utilitarian clothes.
At the time of writing we are looking forward to a talk by Julie Ann Godson on, “Memories of the
Vale: A way of life before the railways came to the countryside.”
We also have our trip to Bristol on Thursday 21 st September. A report on that will appear in the
November issue.
In October we will have a talk by Mark Davies called, “Early Oxford-Cambridge boat races.”
All talks start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road on the third Monday of the
month. Non-members are very welcome and are asked for a donation of £2.50 each. Free tea and
coffee is available at the end of the meeting.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Annual Christmas Craft Fayre
We are an active community and invite you to our
Annual Christmas Craft Fayre
Thursday 5th October, 10 a.m.–3 p.m.
Edith Court
Many items for sale or made to order
Homemade items — Knitted items
Bits and bobs — Paintings
Homemade marmalade — Home-grown vegetables
Bric-a-brac table — Cake table
Tea and Coffee 50p, or £1 with a jam and cream scone
We will be holding a raffle on the day
All proceeds go towards the tenant funds
Also, talk to us about living here
or telephone 0800 731 2020 and speak to a member of our Customer Centre

25

Kennington Women’s Institute
Our first meeting, now that the nights are drawing in, was a very successful
Members Evening. The usual business about our subscriptions for 2018,
information about the Group Meeting on 17th October and details of the Village
Centre Fire Regulations were read out to members and noted. An ‘egg cup’ was the subject of our
competition and we had nine entries.
Our Secretary, Jean Holt, had organised a slide show of photographs that she had taken at various
activities and meetings over the past years. It was fun looking at ourselves a few years on and
teasing each other. It was also a chance to see photographs of those of our members who are no
longer with us.
Kath Suckling, one of our committee members, talked to us about one or two of her earlier trips to
Australia and she showed us some of the things that she had brought back from those holidays. We
look forward to hearing more about later holidays from Kath at future meetings.
Next was a fiendish quiz organised by our Treasurer, Lynda Weston. We had to find 41 bird names
in a passage of writing (the President only found 5!) but when Lynda read out the answers it
became obvious how the names were hidden. All in all it was a very successful and happy meeting.
Why not join us on Wednesday 11th at 7:15 p.m. in the Village Centre? Our speaker is Valerie
Burton and the subject is ‘Tales from Wychwood Forest’.

Botley Medical Centre newsletter for Kennington Health Centre
01865 730911 — www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk
The nights are drawing in and the leaves are changing colour. This heralds the arrival of… our flu
jabs!
If you are eligible to receive this free of charge please contact the surgery to make your
appointment.
We continue to work on the teething problems that arise from two practices running as one entity.
Please bear with us as we deal with the issues you have raised. We want to provide a good service
for the patients of the Kennington area.
There have been some problems with prescriptions not being available at the correct pick up point.
The best way to ensure that your prescription arrives at the chemist in a timely manner is to
nominate a chemist to receive your prescription electronically. Please ask at reception for more
information.
By the time this letter is published, Fresher’s Fair will be a memory, and hopefully we have
managed to meet some of you and put faces to names.
— Caroline Jones, Practice Manager, 01865 248719, carolinejones3@nhs.net
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Kennington Scouts
Scouting in the Great Outdoors
The Troop has been very active,
camping several times over the last six months.
First up was Oxonjam County Camp at Blenheim
Palace with Endeavour Cub pack and 4th Oxford,
where they all enjoyed the opportunity to take part
in activities such as mini tank driving, caving bus
and flight simulator. I can’t list them all as I will
run out of room on the page!
We attended Aqua Camp two weeks later, where
the Scouts enjoyed two days doing water activities
such as sailing, kayaking and dragon boat racing.
As before, I can’t list all the events, but all had a great and enjoyable (and exhausting) time.
Troop night programmes have
been varied, and have
maintained a focus on the
Challenge badges. Most of
the
Troop
have
now
completed their Teamwork
and Adventure Challenge
Badges.
We finished off the last two
weeks of the summer term
with two additional sessions
of sailing, as the Scouts thoroughly enjoyed it at Aqua Camp, and it provided an opportunity for
those who couldn’t attend Aqua Camp to have a go.
The enthusiasm that the whole Troop is showing
to achieve their awards is a testament to the
young people in the Troop, and it truly shows
that the Scouts are all motivated to challenge
themselves and work together.
The current leader team of three has been
enhanced this year with the addition of a Young
Leader working towards his Duke of Edinburgh
Award.
We are always looking for willing volunteers to
join in, be it every week, or for special events
and one-off programmes. Please let us know if
you can offer anything at all!
— Matthew Rylatt, Scout Troop Leader
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining, we have a waiting list
for kids, but space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.

29

Putting it on paper
A series by Becca Heddle, Writer and Editor, 01865 326508, becca.heddle@btinternet.com
October: the leaves are falling fast and there’s a strong tang of autumn in the air. It’s enough to
make some people turn to poetry. Hands up if you thought of Keats’ poem ‘To autumn’ – you know,
the one that starts:
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
Close bosom friend of the maturing sun,
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run:
To bend with apples the mossed cottage-trees,
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core…
That’s only half a verse out of three, but it’s enough for a good taste, even if you weren’t forced to
learn it at school. Mid-September, when I’m writing this, looks a lot like what Keats describes: lots
of fruit and veg ripening; flowers still blooming and bees making the most of them. I like the way
he talks of the sun ‘maturing’ as if it is ripening like so much around it. It’s a celebratory poem—
seeing the good in autumn rather than just the shortening days and encroaching cold. His focus in
the opening verse is so squarely on summer’s growth turning to edible results, a modern, truncated
version could be, ‘Autumn: om nom nom’; though I don’t suppose that would have anything like
the staying power of the original.
If you were going to write a description of autumn, where would you start?
Some writers concentrate on facts: perhaps giving information about how the tilt of the Earth’s axis
causes us to have seasons—slightly mind-bending, but cool. Then there’s why leaves go brown and
fall—deciduous trees and shrubs pull back into their trunks and roots all the nutrients they need to
keep them going through the winter, a bit like the way our bodies let our hands and feet get cold in
order to keep our core warm.
Some might describe activities connected to autumn: making bonfires and cider; collecting conkers;
raking up leaves; jobs turning indoors or to shoring up against the winter weather; digging out
warmer clothes and tuning the telly to Strictly Come Dancing.
Some might focus on their senses: the sights of newly-bare branches, with their leaves fluttering
down or piled beneath; the sounds of those leaves crunching (if the weather has been dry) or
squelching (if it hasn’t); the smells of leaves, tang of cold air, bonfires, the house when the central
heating first comes on; the snuggly feel of winter covers on the bed, warm scarves and gloves; the
tastes of baked potatoes, sausages, warming puddings and mulled wine.
And we’re back to food!
I realise that Keats has encouraged me to look at the positive in all these things—but I’d rather be
an optimist whenever possible, and it can help at times of year that lend themselves to gathering
gloom. And forgetting writing, there is plenty to read as we start to snuggle indoors. I might try a
bit more poetry…
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
Another busy month of events!
Free events this month
Wednesday 4th: Coffee Talk by Marissa de Luna.
Coffee from 10:30 a.m., talk at 11.
Marissa de Luna is a passionate author who started writing
in her late twenties after taking a career break to travel.
After spending her early years growing up in Goa, she
returned to England where she now lives.
Her five novels published to date include psychological
thrillers, romantic suspense and cosy crime. She is currently
working on the third book in The Chupplejeep Mysteries, a
cosy crime series of light-hearted detective novels set in
rural Goa.
For pre–school children - do come along and have some
fun!
Rhyme Time Monday 9th, 2:30–3 p.m. for under school aged children. Lots of rhymes and
songs.
Story Time Wednesday 18th, 11–11:30 a.m. N.B. Change of time. Come and share some
stories.
Suitable for all children!
Half Term Story and Craft: Wednesday 25th, 10:30–11:30 a.m.
Quiz Night Saturday 11th November
Tonks Brothers (page 27) are generously putting on an enjoyable evening in aid of The Friends of
Kennington Library with supper, a glass of wine and plenty of good questions. Do join us!
Animal Agents Summer Reading
Thank you and congratulations! At the time of writing it looks as if over 140 children will have
completed the read by 16th September! Thank you everyone who took part and helped, especially to
Mrs Atkinson, Headteacher of St Swithun’s, who will have presented the medals and certificates at
our party by the time you read this!
For all the latest information visit our web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
FOKL Chairman: Pamela Allen
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Annual Show 2017
The committee thanks all society members and non-members for the support given to the Societies’
annual show on Saturday 9th September. Over 170 exhibits were on display, and the judges (and
others) commented on the high standard of the exhibits.
It was good to welcome some people exhibiting for the first time. Thank you all for your support.
Here is a list of trophy winners.
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Kennington Cup for most points in vegetable classes
Millenary Cup for the most points in flower classes
Rose Bowl for best exhibit of rose bowl
Floral Art Cup for most points in floral art classes
Millennium Cup for best exhibit in floral art classes
Challenge Cup for most points in preserves & cookery
Gladys Prior Junior Floral Art Cup
Miniature Cup: child up to age 7
Junior Cup: child aged 8–11
Banjo Cup: best vegetable exhibit
Horton Cup: best vase of chrysanthemums
Dahlia Challenge Cup for most points in dahlia class
Peter Baker Cup for best photograph in show

Steve Carr
Margaret Young
Margaret Young
Francis Copeland
Francis Copeland
Margaret Buck
Robin Ash
Hazel Ash
Alice Ellner
Steve Carr, Parsnips
Brian Peedell
Tony Gunn
Alison Peedell

Wednesday 18th October 7:30 p.m., Village Centre
Our autumn season commences with an illustrated talk by Ray Creek, a new speaker, entitled,
“Orchids, blooming, flowering and growing.” Admission: Members £2; non-members £3.
Refreshments complimentary.
Wednesday 29th November, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre
Annual general meeting, followed by an illustrated talk by Rod D’Ayala entitled, “Alpines and
Coastal Flowers.” Rod has presented on a number of occasions in the past, and we look forward to
hearing him again.
YES, A CHRISTMAS BONUS! Also note change of date and venue!
We do not usually hold talks in December, so breaking with tradition we welcome back Jim
Buttress, who will present an illustrated talk on the “World Garden at Lullingstone Castle.” Jim is
one of the UK’s leading gardening experts. He was superintendent of the Royal Parks for 25 years.
As a judge at the RHS, Jim presides over the country's favourite flower shows, including Chelsea
and Hampton Court. He also judged the Britain in Bloom competition for over 25 years, where he
was nicknamed Judge Dread. More recently Jim was watched by millions on BBC’s The Big
Allotment Challenge.
This talk will take place in the Good Shepherd Church Hall (Headway Centre), Bagley Wood
Road at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday 5th December. Please note change of date and normal location.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£10
£60
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£15
£90
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£25
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre
Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
Tue
Wed
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Mon
Tue

3
4
7
8
9
10
11
12
16
17

8:10 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
10 a.m.–12 noon
10:30 a.m.
2–4 p.m.
10 a.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
2 p.m.
8:10 p.m.
7 p.m.
10:30 a.m.

Wed 18
Mon
Tue
Sat
Sun

23
24
28
29

Wed 1
Mon 6
Wed 8
Thu
9
Sun 12

2:15 p.m.
2–4 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
10:45 a.m.
10 a.m.
Tue 14
8:10 p.m.
2–4 p.m.
Mon 20
7:40 p.m.

October
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Kennington Link WI
Methodist Church
Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale
Village Centre
Harvest Thanksgiving
Methodist Church
Festival Group
Village Centre
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Church
Kennington WI
Village Centre
Parish Council Meeting
Village Centre
History Society: Oxford-Cambridge Early Boat Races
Methodist Church
Kennington WI: Winter Warming Lunch cancelled due to illness
Short Service of Worship
Edith Court Lounge
Horticultural Society: Orchids, blooming, flowering…
Village Centre
Festival Group
Village Centre
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
th
50 Anniversary Celebration Concert
Methodist Church
Methodist Church 50th Anniversary Service
Methodist Church
November
Kennington Link WI
Festival Group
Kennington WI: Wedding in Delhi
Parish Council Meeting
Remembrance Day
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Festival Group
Kennington History Society

Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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