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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
It’s hard to believe that the month of December is here and Christmas is just around the corner.
Sometimes it seems that every year the shops start their advertising earlier! For many, Christmas is
a time when family and friends come together to celebrate the season, but it can, of course, be a
difficult time of year for lots of people. In the midst of all the glitter and glitz it is easy to lose sight
of the heart of the Christmas message: the birth of the baby Jesus. But whether you love the
festivities or find them more of a struggle, it is Jesus’s birth that is the real gift of Christmas.
Jesus, the Son of God born into poverty, in a room used to house animals, to a family who are about
to become refugees; not normal circumstances for the birth of a king! But Jesus is a king who turns
our world upside down in all sorts of exciting and unexpected ways. His life, death and resurrection
bring to each one of us and to the whole of creation, the promise of new beginnings and a hope for
the future.
The weeks running up to Christmas is traditionally known as the Season of Advent, a time of
waiting. To help us think about this we will be holding an Advent course on the first three
Wednesdays of December (6th at Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court; 13th at the Church Room in
Radley; and 20th at Sunningwell Church) at 7:30 p.m. For more information see the website or
email revalisonmathew@gmail.com—all very welcome!
Here at St. Swithun’s, the birth of the real gift of Christmas, Jesus, will be celebrated in a number of
special services to which we would love to welcome you!
Messy Church will take place as normal at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday 17th when we will be thinking what
a Messy Christmas looks like! At 7 p.m. on the 17th we hold our Carols by Candlelight service,
followed by the traditional mulled wine and mince pies in the hall! On Christmas Eve our Nativity
service will take place at 4 pm—perfect for families and young children to hear afresh the story of
Christmas—and at 11:30 p.m. we will join in to celebrate the birth of Jesus as we welcome
Christmas morning at our Midnight Communion.
There will be Family Communion at 10 a.m. on Christmas morning (bring your favourite present!).
However you celebrate this season, may you know the peace of the Prince of Peace: Jesus.
Happy Christmas!
— Rev Alison Mathew
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Services in December
Sun 3rd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
Sun 10th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
3 p.m.
Service for the Deaf
6:30 p.m. Compline
Sun 17th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer In Hall
7 p.m.
Carols by Candlelight

Sun 24th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
4 p.m.
Nativity
6:30 p.m. Compline
11:30 p.m.Midnight Holy Communion
Mon 25th 10 a.m.

Family Communion

Sun 31st 10 a.m.

Benefice Songs of Praise in St
Swithun’s

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m.
There will be no Communion Service on Thursday 28th.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
This month’s Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on the 17th. The doors open for Messy Church
at 9:30 a.m. and usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have breakfast—cereals,
toast, croissants, pain au chocolat, etc. and then feel free to wander round and see the
activities or join in a discussion if you want to, all very relaxed. Adults and children of all
ages can enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories and to reflect a God
of creativity. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see how it works. You would be very
welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service, come and enjoy this service in the
Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner, which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
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SERVICES IN DECEMBER
3rd 10:30 a.m. Advent 1. We welcome Paul Rosentall from Ludgershall to lead our Morning
Worship.
10th 10:30 a.m. Advent 2. David Harper from Long Hanborough leads our Morning Worship.
17th 10:30 a.m. Advent 3. Our Morning Worship will be led by the Rev Adam Stevenson, one
of our Circuit Ministers from Watlington. This will be our Annual Carol
Service.
24th 10:30 a.m. Advent 4 & Christmas Eve. Morning Worship for Christmas Eve will be led
by our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies. This service will include the
Sacrament of Holy Communion.
25th 9:30 a.m. Christmas Day. Morning Worship for everyone on Christmas Day led by the
Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, at 9:30 a.m.
31st 9:30 a.m. There will be NO SERVICE today. Instead, we are invited to join the
congregation of St Swithun’s for their Morning Service at 9:30 a.m.
OTHER ACTIVITIES
Monday 4th MN8. The monthly Bible Study at 8 p.m. at the Church. This is a time of lively,
informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of contemporary issues
and situations. All details from Andrew Dunsdon on 453899.
The Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group. All details from Dilys Cale on 739774.
This group is open to everyone.
Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 20th at 10:30 a.m. This is
an informal service beginning with a hymn, a reading from the Bible to see how its message can
apply to us today. Lastly, there are prayers for our community and the world. All are welcome.
Christmas Special Coffee Morning Tuesday 12th from 10 a.m. in the Methodist Church Hall.
Bring & Buy Stalls available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and
new? You will be most welcome. The November Coffee Morning raised £115.30. Our January
Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 9th January at 10 a.m.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Kennington Scouts
40th’s Fabulous Fireworks Fundraising
It is amazing that another year has rolled
around and that it was our Scout Group’s Fireworks Night Party
once more last Saturday.
Despite the decidedly iffy weather during the day, about 500 of
you kindly turned out and helped us raise much needed funds to
meet running costs and to be able to invest in new equipment.
Our ‘Boat Deck’ (Garage to most of us) can now be re-roofed and
the ‘Cabins’ in our Hall (small Meeting Rooms to Landlubbers)
can be redecorated.
Following the latest safety advice, the display was ground-based
this year, but the lack of any rockets did not mean that there
wasn’t the usual great display. A dedicated team, with another 40
helpers, work hard to make the event a success each year. But it
can’t be said to be too hard work for the fireworks lighters, when
you get to let off hundreds of pounds of colourful (and often loud)
explosives!
Those who attended ate us out of ‘house and
home’. All of the popular food and drink,
popcorn, toasted marshmallows, mulled wine
and apple juice sold, and about 50 Tombola
prizes were claimed. One of our Scouts—
selected to attend the 2019 Jamboree in West
Virginia!—persuaded about 100 of you to part
with a pound and one guest went home with a
£25 first prize.
So, if you joined us, thank you again. If not,
perhaps we might see you next time? We will
certainly be doing it all again in less than a year’s time!
Beavers Lay Memorial Wreath
The 40th Oxford Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs
and Scouts sections) were again honoured to
take part in Kennington’s Act of Remembrance
on a cold but sunny morning in November.
Some of our members carried the Colours and
joined representatives of other village
organisations in remembering the fallen of the
two world wars, those from Kennington in
particular. It was a Beaver’s turn to lay the 40 th’s
wreath and expressing our wish for future peace.
It was, as ever, a solemn and reflective occasion.
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining, we have a waiting list
for kids, but space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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1st Kennington Guides
This term began with a Harry Potter
themed evening with the Guides
divided into their Hogwarts’
houses. We had to use science
rather than magic to cast our
spells but were still able to
conjure up some elephant’s
toothpaste.
We
celebrated
Bonfire Night with sparklers
and made edible bonfires.
In preparation for the unit
attending
the
village
Remembrance Parade, one of
our Young Leaders ran a session
on
the
meaning
of
Remembrance Sunday and the
Guides created a display for the
Church.
As the term progresses, we are looking forward to ceilidh dancing, discovering more about the
traditions of Guiding and our Christmas sleepover.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

KADS News
Ronald McDonald House Oxford is the chosen charity for the KADS January panto,
Beauty and the Beast (see page 38). The charity provides accommodation for parents to
stay close to their children when they are in hospital, an invaluable service for families.
With plans to extend to a larger facility, RMH Oxford is supported by fundraising activities and we
would like to contribute with a little help from our audiences. We hope you will join us. If you
haven’t yet been to a KADS show, the panto is the perfect opportunity.
Tickets are on sale now, at just £6 for the first night, then £10 adults, £8 concessions, and £30 for a
family of four for the remaining performances. Under 5’s can go free on laps. Buy yours from the
Box Office on 01865 739025 or boxoffice@kenningtonads.org.uk.
Performance dates and times at Kennington Village Centre in January
Friday
19th
7:30 p.m.
th
Saturday
20
2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
st
Sunday
21
2 p.m.
th
Thursday
25
7:30 p.m.
Friday
26th
7:30 p.m.
th
Saturday
27
2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
We will run a pop-up Box Office at the Apple Café on Saturday 9 th December, pending the opening
of the café that day. For updates, follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS
10
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Did you know that Oxford Preservation Trust (OPT) owns 113 acres in
Kennington, helping to keep these fields green and free from
development? The fields are managed traditionally and grazed by cattle
seasonally. Everyone is welcome to explore and enjoy these green spaces on foot at any time.
The Kennington Memorial Field was opened on 7th
June 1946 on Radley College’s former golf links.
The field was always intended as a permanent
memorial to the six men of Kennington who were
killed in the Second World War, and their names
are recorded on plaques by three entrance gates.
Kennington village and Oxford Preservation Trust
came together to raise the £1,000 needed to
purchase the field in equal measure, so that it could
be “preserved as an open space in perpetuity”, a
place of peace and recreation. In 1947 the
Kennington Memorial Field Committee was set up
“to oversee the general management and control of the Memorial Field”, an arrangement which
continued until March 2016, when all responsibilities reverted to OPT.
The field has been designated as a Local Wildlife Site for
its unusually species-rich neutral grassland covered with
old ant hills. By managing the field traditionally with
farming activities, a small part of the rural setting of this
ancient village is preserved.
In 1972, 41 acres of fields were purchased from Colin and
Olive Walker, Kennington residents and OPT life members
who, together, wanted to ensure that the area remained open
and available for all to enjoy. The fields can be clearly seen
as the trains approach Oxford from London, giving it an open and green approach. In 1998, OPT
was pleased to give permission for a crucial part of the Thames Valley cycle track between Oxford
and Abingdon, now much-used by cyclists for work and leisure. The cycle track is managed and
maintained by Sustrans.
In 2001 a generous bequest to OPT from local resident John Tait added a further 59 acres of fields
to the south of the Colin and Olive Walker fields up to Sandford Lane. Since 2016 OPT has been
working with the Low Carbon Hub to allow access for the construction of the Sandford Hydro,
which has now been commissioned. The construction site has been removed and the fields returned
to their natural state. The hydro should start to generate electricity for local residents as soon as the
water level in the Thames rises.
But there is more to OPT than its land. We’re also involved in special projects, planning,
membership and events, and are the organisation which runs Oxford Open Doors, the largest
Heritage Open Day event outside London. There’s more information about our work on our website
www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk, none of which would be possible without our members or donors.
There’s never been a better time to join OPT. Our members are vital to us. Please help us to
continue our crucial work and become a member. It’s easy to join—you can do so online
http://bit.ly/2joinopt or phone Stephen on 01865 242918 for more information.
— Rachel Sanderson, r.sanderson@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Parish Councillor vacancy
There is a vacancy on Kennington Parish Council for a councillor to serve until the next elections
in May 2019. This vacancy will be filled by co-option at the Parish Council meeting on Thursday
11th January.
Anyone who is eligible to stand and would be interested in joining the Parish Council should apply
in writing by Tuesday 9th January. In your application you should provide background information
on yourself and the reason why you would like to serve on the Parish Council.
Please send applications to the Clerk by Tuesday 9th January
Parish Council Clerk, Mrs Rachel Brown, 93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
Email clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
Telephone 01865 421126
For further information please contact Colin Charlett on
07790 702379 or chairman@kennington-pc.gov.uk

Kennington Link WI
Sadly our advertised speaker was unable to be with us owing to illness, however we heard a very
thought-provoking talk by Pat Mabbutt, who gave us an insight into her life as a foster mother.
From a young age Pat herself had been brought up by an aunt, and the inner feelings she
experienced at that time gave her a great sensitivity and empathy for the children she took into her
care. Pat’s own children were still very young when she began fostering but with the support of her
husband she embarked on an extremely busy period of her life. She told of occasional problems
that occurred but always there was great satisfaction when they were solved. We also heard of the
happiness she felt when meeting up years later with some of her foster children. In the course of
time Pat gave up fostering to became a social worker where her job was to place children into
appropriate foster homes. This engaging talk culminated in a string of questions and general
discussion as Pat was presented with a beautiful pot plant and the sincere thanks of our members.
Items included in the Business Matters
Oxfordshire Women’s Rescue Campaign has asked for shoe boxes to be filled with toiletries. We
are requested to bring our items to the December meeting.
Next month a Christmas lunch at The Tandem will take the place of our regular meeting. Copies of
the menu were distributed and deposits taken (the remainder of the money to be paid on the day).
The Treasurer reported that our collection for Denman had reached £26.80, which would be sent in
shortly.
The Sales Table, presided over by Vera Fanning and Ann Coulter, was particularly well supported
with a wide variety of goods, suitable either for personal use or as Christmas gifts.
Our next meeting will take the form of a CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT THE TANDEM on
Wednesday 6th. Please be there at 12:45 for 1 p.m.

14
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Luke’s Fund Bingo
Thank you everyone who came to or helped with the recent Luke’s Fund Bingo evening. On the
night we raised £2,000.
The money from previous years has now gone towards Sponsoring a room at Ronald McDonald
House Birmingham. The room will have Luke’s name on the door in recognition of him and his
battle with his own illness.
To sponsor the room, we needed £5,000 for a 3-year period. We hope to continue this in 2020. It
means a great deal to us as a family to have this privilege especially with the amount of time we
stayed in the house.
A portion of this year’s total will also be going to Douglas House.
The family thanks everyone who has supported us to make this possible.
For further information please contact me.
— Margaret 01865 730353 mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Wednesday 29th November, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre. Annual General Meeting, followed by
an illustrated talk by Rod D’Ayala entitled, “Alpines and Coastal Flowers.” Rod has presented on
a number of occasions in the past and we look forward to hearing him again.
Admission: Members £2, non-members £3. Refreshments complimentary.
JIM BUTTRESS
With regret, the planned talk by Jim Buttress for 5 th December has been cancelled. Unfortunately
Jim’s wife is seriously ill and he cannot leave her for any lengthy periods. There are currently no
plans to re-schedule the talk.
LOOKING FURTHER AHEAD
Wednesday 24th January, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre: Social Evening. MEMBERS ONLY
Once again we will be holding a social evening comprising cheese and wine refreshments; quizzes;
photos taken during the past year; a raffle; and an opportunity to chat and swap gardening tales.
Wednesday 21st February, 7:30 p.m.,Village Centre
Illustrated talk by Marilyn Farr entitled, “Colourful-Profusion—Flowers of Western Australia.”
Wednesday 21st March, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre
We welcome the return of Geoff Hawkins, with an illustrated talk entitled, “Planning and Planting a
Border.”
The Committee wishes all members a very happy Christmas and pleasant New Year.
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Kennington Youth Club
Spooky Halloween Fun
This month we transformed the Youth Club for Halloween… guessing the
gruesome contents of the box, decorating doughnuts with spider webs,
navigating through Halloween webs, counting how many pumpkins were
hidden about the club, and something that mostly seemed to involving
everything and everyone getting covered with flour and water… all under
dimmed Halloween lighting of course.
Coming Up in December
We will meet on Wednesday 6th and 13th at 7–8:30 p.m. in the Youth Club, behind the Village Hall.
We will then have a Christmas break and restart on Wednesday 10 th January. Wednesday 13th
December will be our Christmas celebration with themed activities.
Joining our waiting list
We currently have full membership (32 members) at the club, so we cannot accept any new
members. If however you are interested in joining the waiting list (you will be contacted when
spaces become available), or just to find out more about the club, please email
youthclubkennington@gmail.com or visit our Facebook page (search for youthclub.kennington).
Provide us with Free Financial Support
We’re delighted with what we’ve been able to offer so far, and the improvements to the building
and equipment we’ve been able to make, but there’s much more that we’d like to do. We know that
Christmas might seem like an odd time to ask for money, so we’re not. Instead, we’d like to ask
you to consider signing up to Easy Fundraising (www.easyfundraising.org.uk) and choosing
‘Kennington Youth Club’ as your chosen recipient. It’s really quick and easy to sign up, and this
would give us money back every time you use the link and shop at a variety of online stores such as
Amazon, eBay and Argos. It costs you nothing but would make a real difference to the young
people in Kennington.
50:50 Draw Launching in January
In January we will launch a new 50:50 draw to aid the club. This will give you the opportunity to
win cash sums each month whilst financially supporting the work of the youth club. More details in
next month’s Chronicle…
Come meet us in the Apple Café on Thursday 14th
Roy, our youth leader, and Mark, one of our volunteers and treasurer, will be at the Apple Café on
Thursday 14th. Come along if you’d like to find out more about what’s going on and our plans, or
alternatively please do contact us via Facebook or our email address.
Thank you and Merry Christmas
We’re delighted with the support and positive feedback we’ve had about the reopened youth club.
We thank the parents who bring the young people; our volunteers; our committee; other people in
the village who’ve supported the club in various ways; and of course most importantly the
members of the club. We’ve had a great first term back, and we think our members all have too.
Merry Christmas to you all!
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
18
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
Primary schools are such exciting places to be at this time of year. We try not to mention
the ‘C’ (Christmas) word too early, but by the time you are reading this article,
Christmas preparations in school will officially be under way. Excitement will be
mounting, with all our productions and our upper juniors’ carol service being rehearsed. We are
fortunate in the number of extra-curricular activities that our staff are willing to offer our children;
examples of this are our ‘singing squads’, run for children in Key Stage 1 by Mrs Bloice-Smith and
for our older pupils by Miss Maskell. Our enthusiastic singers have been rehearsing some
Christmas carols, which, by the time you read this, will have been recorded by BBC Radio Oxford.
Do listen out for St Swithun’s children singing on the radio during Advent.
Our article from one of the classes this month has been written by Mrs Hanley and her Reception
class of 4–5 year old children.
From everyone at St Swithun’s School, we wish all Chronicle readers a very and peaceful
Christmas and a happy New Year.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
For Meerkats and Monkeys this is a really exciting year. We have started school and now come to
school all day every day! We are planning to think about lots of different stories throughout this
year. At the beginning we thought carefully about how we could look after each other and have fun
at school. We read a book called, ‘How full is your bucket?’ We learnt that everyone has a bucket
that can be filled when people do or say kind things or emptied when someone is unkind. We even
realised that if we emptied someone else’s bucket, we emptied our own too!
What are some of the things that we can do to fill each other’s buckets?
“Be nice” — Isaac
“You have to share” — Emmie
“Help each other” — Charlie
What to do if someone’s bucket is empty?
“Give them something to play with” — Kiki
“I would give one of my puzzles to them” — Iroca
“If you don’t dip in people’s buckets it makes you and them happy” — Audrey
“You can fill people’s buckets by giving them lots of love” — Scarlett
We went on a trip to the Story Museum in Oxford. Elsie remembered, “There was a really big bed,
we read a story, and we did all of the marching.” The story was ‘The Baby who wouldn’t go to
bed’, and there were toy soldiers who marched across the pages! We also learnt a story about ‘The
monkey and the crocodile’. We learnt it so well that we can now retell it to our friends all the way
through. We even added a new part so that there was a Meerkat in the story! “So the Meerkats don’t
be sad.” — Rose
Benny’s favourite character was “the crocodile because he went underwater”. We created different
parts of the story by making models. Louie enjoyed “making the mango tree” and Edward enjoyed
“making the Meerkat”.
This term we are ‘going on a story hunt’ to find the greatest story ever told. We know that lots of
people already know what it’s about and we are looking forward to finding out too!
— Meerkats & Monkeys (ages 4 & 5) and Mrs Hanley
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Kennington Good Neighbours
The committee thanks all our volunteer drivers who take Kennington residents without access to
transport, to local hospitals and Village Amenities. We also thank those who visit others for a
friendly chat when there is no one else who can.
We wish them all a Happy Christmas.
If you would like make a difference in 2018, why don’t you volunteer to be a driver or maybe you
would like to visit a lonely person. Please ring me.
I thank the committee members Dilys Cale, Transport (executive) 739774; Thelma Marson,
Treasurer; Alison Peedell; Dee Grant; and Val Martin, who has retired from her position.
If you would like to join our committee, we meet about 4 times a year please get in touch.
For any other information or help please contact me.
— Margaret Biggs, 730353 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Festival Group
We send Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year to you all.
You are invited to come along
•

On a Monday afternoon

•

If you would like some company

•

To meet some cheerful people

•

Have a chat

•

Enjoy a refreshing cup of tea and a piece of cake

•

Take part in a short game of Bingo or Scrabble

WE WOULD LIKE TO MEET YOU
•

We are friendly

•

We are over 60

•

We have volunteer drivers if you have mobility problems

WHERE

Kennington Village Centre 2 –4pm

WHEN

Monday 4th December
Monday 18th December

Members and invited guests 2–4:30 p.m.

Monday 8th January
CONTACT
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Margaret Biggs 730353 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk—Kennington’s very own community café
Thank you!
As we come to the end of the year we thank all our volunteers who have helped with the café on
Thursdays and Saturdays.
A special thanks to all the Duke of Edinburgh volunteers, Tom, Lili, Cameron, Louis, Emily, Anna
and Grace. We are looking forward to welcoming a couple of them back to do their Silver award. If
you have signed up for DoE and are looking for somewhere to volunteer, please get in touch by
popping in to the café or email me on jillkb@me.com.
Apple Café, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk
St Swithun’s Church Hall, Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: khcppg@gmail.com. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com
Kennington Patient Participation Group (KPPG) has had constructive meetings
with Botley Patient Participation Group (BPPG) following their AGM and the
change in the position of Chair.
It is proposed that from January the two PPGs will become one and renamed
Botley and Kennington PPG. The number of members of the joint PPG has been increased to
ensure that all the Kennington and Botley committee members remain on the new PPG.
This will enable all issues related to Kennington and Botley to be brought to the attention of the
Practice Manager and doctor representatives at one meeting. It will also highlight any differences in
how Botley and Kennington practices are running.
Botley PPG is extremely supportive of Kennington, and appreciate that the past year has been a
difficult time for Kennington patients.
We feel that this merger is a positive move and will help resolve some of the issues that Kennington
patients still seem to be having.
Following comments from patients attending the Freshers Fair, KPPG raised a list of ongoing
patient concerns with the Practice Manager. They were swiftly answered, however although the
PPG remains open to listen to complaints to inform us of issues we cannot respond to individual
complaints as this is not our remit. So, should you have a problem please contact the Practice
Manager, Caroline Jones, directly on carolinejones3@nhs.net or via the Botley Medical Centre on
01865 248719.
By joining with Botley and keeping the full strength of our original committee, I feel sure that the
patients who use Kennington and Botley surgeries will continue to be well represented, and we will
be as vocal and strong as ever.
I take this opportunity to wish everyone a healthy and happy Christmas.
— Sylvia Buckingham, Chair
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
FREE EVENTS THIS MONTH
Wednesday 6th: Coffee Talk from 10:30 a.m. As usual in December, we
invite everyone to join us for coffee, mulled wine and mince pies. Please
come along ready to tell us all about your favourite read of 2017. We will
compile a list of your choices, which will be available in the library and on
our website.
Monday 11th: Rhyme Time 2:30–3 p.m. All under-school-aged children are welcome to join us
for lots of seasonal rhymes and songs!
Wednesday 20th: Story time 11–11:30 a.m. Children of all ages are welcome to come to hear
some Christmas stories; a good way to start the school holidays!
A CHANCE TO WIN ONE OF THESE KNITTED TOYS. Raffle
tickets will be on sale in the library and we shall draw the winning tickets
at the end of Story Time on Wednesday 20th. All proceeds to FOKL. Good
luck!
P.S. Cinderella will also be among the prizes and yes she can go to the
ball; visit the library to find out how!
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU… to everyone who came
to the Quiz Night, and especially to Tonks Brothers for so generously
sponsoring and organising the entire evening, which raised £751.
Congratulations, too, to Alex’s winning team, who shared a bottle of
champagne in celebration!
WELCOME BACK! Following her maternity leave Rebecca will be back behind the desk this
month. We shall be delighted to see her in her rightful place and hope that Benjamin doesn’t miss
her too much.
Library Christmas and New Year Closing. The library will be closed on Christmas Day and New
Year’s Day.
Library Tickets. PLEASE do your best to remember your ticket when you come to the library—it
saves you and the staff a good deal of time! Have you thought of giving a Library Ticket as a
Christmas present? It’s FREE and opens the owner to a world of excitement and discovery!
MONDAY 18th FOR ONE DAY ONLY: FANTASTIC DVD DEAL! If you borrow DVDs on
Monday 18th, you may keep them for 3 weeks instead of one! Applies on this date only. Hurry to
reserve your choices in advance!
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL LIBRARY USERS from the staff and volunteers. We
look forward to seeing you in 2018!
For all the latest information, visit our web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
FOKL Chairman: Pamela Allen
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Friends of St Swithun’s School
With December upon us, there is no denying it any longer—Christmas is
definitely coming! If you’re not quite as organized as you’d like to be, then
don’t despair: you can get in the Yuletide spirit at our wonderful Christmas
Fair, which is taking place on Saturday 2nd, in the Key Stage 2 hall (entry off
The Avenue) from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be a huge range of stalls
selling an inspiring selection of gifts, so you can tick everyone off your
Christmas list!
If that’s not enough, there will also be a Festive Café, where you can refresh yourself after all that
shopping, as well as Santa’s Grotto, where children can meet the big man himself, and tell him all
their Christmas wishes. Finally, you can try your luck at the Grand Christmas Tombola, or take
your chance on a prize in our Festive Raffle. All funds raised will go towards supporting essential
school projects.
The children have been working hard all term on their Christmas shows, and everyone is very
excited for the upcoming performances. FOSS have put together some beautiful Christmas
Hampers from the generous donations that were brought in by the children for their non-uniform
day last month. Thank you to all of the parents who so generously donated this year! We will be
selling raffle tickets at each of the Christmas performances from the 5th to the 18th. If you are
coming along to one of the performances, please buy a ticket (or two!), and help to support the
school while getting a chance to win a wonderful hamper packed with Christmas treats!
Finally, we say a huge thank you to all of the pupils, teachers, parents, and others who have
supported FOSS and the school this year. The fundraising we do is more important than ever, and
the projects that we support benefit all of the pupils at the school. We couldn’t do it without our
group of volunteers and everyone who comes along to support the events we organize—so thank
you, one and all! We hope that you have a wonderful Christmas, and look forward to seeing you at
some of our exciting New Year events – look out for more details in the January edition of the
Chronicle.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
The not-so-hidden value of nature around us
Last night I went to see Ray Mears at The Victoria Theatre in Halifax, West Yorkshire, talking
emotionally about how we should appreciate and value the environment around us. Not so that we
can save the planet, but so that we can make the planet liveable and sustainable for ourselves.
I’ve also seen Brian Cox in Stoke On Trent, and Brian May and Kerry Ellis at The Lowry in
Salford. I was taken by how eloquently they expressed my own thoughts about the natural world
around us, Brian May of course being a campaigner and a voice for our badgers.
Looking back at our ancestors, right back to the Stone Age, we see that they were clever. Although
lacking the white coats of their modern day counterparts, they were scientists. No doubt they
strove, invented, discovered, and understood. What might we have to reinvent when we let go of
our links to our ancestors, whether modern, recent or ancient?
I think about these things when out in a wildlife garden. What do you think about when you are out
tending your garden? It amazes me what is on people’s minds.
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Carols Around the Tree
Sunday 3rd at 6 p.m.
War Memorial
Carols Around the Tree
and afterwards in St Swithun’s Church
Hot mince pies and mulled wine
We look forward to seeing you

Sandford Hydro update from Low Carbon Hub
Sandford Hydro is now built!
Following our last update in the summer, Low
Carbon Hub is happy to report that the hydro next to
the Lasher Weir was commissioned at the end of
August. This means that all the tests went well,
including stopping each of the three 15 ton
Archimedes screws within two seconds, and
checking that all the electrical connections including
to the National Grid work as they should.
The innovative fish pass, the first of its kind in the
UK, combining concrete and naturalised sections,
resting pools and spawning grounds, has also been
completed. It allows fish of all kinds to migrate
upstream beyond the weir for the first time in over
400 years.
Replanting trees will happen in the spring. We are
waiting for more rain to increase the flow rates in
the Thames to levels that will allow the screws to
start turning and generating clean energy, when the
fish pass will be opened.
Low Carbon Hub’s models expect flows to vary
over the years, based on the experience from other
hydro projects and historic data from the Thames.
Low Carbon Hub plans to offer opportunities to visit
Sandford Hydro and tour the site. To find out more
and keep up to date, check www.lowcarbonhub.org
or sign up to its monthly e-newsletter.
Thank you for all the interest and support we have had from local residents throughout! It’s been a
great project to work on, with lasting community as well as environmental benefits.

36

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

37

38

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington History Society
In October we had a talk by Mark Davies on “Early Oxford-Cambridge Boat Races”. As usual with
this speaker, this had been well researched and was well received.
As I write in November we are looking forward to another talk by David Holt on “Thomas
Barnardo: The Doctor”. David, who has given us a number of talks on a wide variety of subjects
including Babbage and his difference machine, is always good value for money.
In December we will be having a talk by Eric Sidebottom on “Rewriting history: Why disease has
been more important than wars, kings and politicians”.
All talks start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road. All are welcome, and nonmembers are charged £2.50. Talks are followed by tea and coffee for which donations are
requested.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Kennington Women’s Institute
There were only a few items of business to discuss with our members, and they
were quickly dealt with.
We settled down to listen to Ann Sharman give her talk entitled, “I went to a wedding in Delhi”.
After explaining the background to her invitation to a young girl’s wedding, Ann showed us the
invitation that she and her husband had received.
Our wedding invitations are usually pretty slips of paper in nice envelopes. Not the invite to the
wedding of a middle class, strict Hindu family wedding. First there is the gold net and red ribbon
bag to be carefully undone. That reveals a large red box with an image of Ganesha (the elephant
god) engraved on the lid. Open that and you find the actual invitation housed in a red, embossed,
wallet. Remove the bottom of the box to reveal seven little brass pots filled with mouth fresheners
made of cumin. Once all the pots are removed you can then read the seven wedding vows around
which the wedding is planned. To see the whole box and its contents was wonderful.
Ann went on to explain about the three days of celebrations commencing with the bride, the female
members of her family and friends having intricate henna patterns painted on their hands.
Apparently, this signifies that the bride is not expected to do any housework until the henna has
worn off. The photographs of the bride and groom in their extravagant outfits were wonderful. The
bride in red and gold, the lucky colours, and the groom with the silk scarves round his neck. These
are used to “tie the knot” on the last day of the spectacle. Ann gave us a very absorbing insight into
a fabulous ritual. Everyone enjoyed an engaging and entertaining talk, which enabled us to
understand that wonderful culture a little bit better.
At our meeting next month on Wednesday 10 th January, our speaker, Michael Palmer’s talk will be
“Temples, Tigers & Tea Plantations—travels in South India”. Please join us. We are a very friendly
group. 7:15 pm in the Village Centre.
The President and Committee wish all our members, past and present and future, a happy and
peaceful Christmas and New Year.

39

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. Please
keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 51).
David Noel
Doreen and her family thank everyone for their kind words of sympathy and support over their loss
of David. £2,150.45 plus £355.00 Gift Aid has been raised for Action for Pulmonary Fibrosis in his
memory, an amazing amount, thank you all so much.
— Doreen Noel

KOA
www.koa.org.uk
Thanks to all the villagers who have supported this year’s fundraising for KOA. Those of you who
watched Born Too White on BBC in February will have seen the skin cancer prevention
programme delivered by Standing Voice, which we funded two years ago.
This year our aim was to raise £15,000 for an eye care clinic for marginalised people with Albinism
in Tanzania. Albinism causes problems of short-sightedness, and without glasses the children
struggle in school and can even be labelled ‘stupid’. Once they can see the blackboard they can
access education. Sam Clarke from Standing Voice came to the AGM on 8 th November to receive
the final cheque from our treasurer Hugh Fleming. Thanks to all the organisers, helpers and
supporters, we raised £20620 including Gift Aid.
Brenda Groth and Marilyn Farr chaired KOA this year, and Sylvia Vetta and Halcyon Leonard
agreed to joint chair for one more year because 2018 will be…
KOA’S GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY
KOA is one of two exceptional Kennington organisations created as twin organisations in 1969.
Kennington Good Neighbours was designed to hold out the hand of friendship within the village,
and KOA to the world. We have received three wonderful thought provoking projects for 2018.
BUT WE CAN ONLY CHOOSE ONE!
Will you help us choose? (Go to our website www.koa.org.uk to see what they are.)
At the AGM on November 8th, Brenda announced that the committee has decided, after much
heartache, that our Golden Anniversary will also be KOA’s LAST YEAR.
Will you help us celebrate in 2018 by making our events and fundraising a huge success so that we
Go Out with a Bang? Kennington has been the only village in the country to raise funds for an
overseas project every year. We have helped hundreds of thousands of people to help themselves
often by providing simple tools or empowering them and giving them a voice.
The selection meeting will be in St Swithun’s Hall on Wednesday 10 th January at 8 p.m. Do
come and join us and be part of KOA’s 50th and final year.
Co-chair
Co-chair
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Sylvia Vetta
Halcyon Leonard

sylviavetta@gmail.com
01865 452783
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Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).

Putting it on paper
A series by Becca Heddle, Writer and Editor, 01865 326508, becca.heddle@btinternet.com
It’s December, which for many of us means… Christmas—oh crikey! Cards to write and things to
do, so many of both… where do you start?
Probably quite a lot of people have already written their cards and got them off nice and early, but
I’m one of those who procrastinate and struggle with the annual dilemma of what to write in each
card.
I could just sign the family’s names—the default option, when you know it’s important to make
contact at all but don’t have time (or possibly energy) to do more. Doing this, I promise myself I’ll
make a better job of it next time, or be in touch ‘properly’ in the new year, even if I know that I
rarely do, and that a scribbled signature is all someone will hear of us from one year’s end to the
next.
I could write a note in the card, just to give a little update on where we’re at—it feels personal at
least—but with dilemmas again about what to include, which cards to write in, and so on; two
evenings’ job can expand to fill a week or more once each card is considered with care, so there is a
battle here between aspiration and capacity.
I could do a printed ‘round robin’, but anyone who’s read Simon Hoggart’s examples of them and
his general mockery of their content and style could easily be intimidated. It can be great to get a
bit more news from people you know, though—and this must be one of the most time-efficient
ways of sending it. I suppose the main thing, as ever, is to be aware of your audience—perhaps
having some paragraphs that you include for some people and leave out for others, or simply
deciding who to send the whole thing to, and who to send a shorter version or none at all. It all
depends how well, and in what way, you know someone: there’s no point sending a long letter to
someone you talk to every other month, or detailed family news to someone you’ve only ever
discussed work with, and so on.
I tend to resist the round robin, as there seem to be so many ways of getting it wrong—but I know
that when I have received them, they have generally been full of the sort of news I would seek from
the sender, so perhaps it would be better to do this than the simple ‘here’s a card, thinking of you’
message that just a signature denotes. Hmm, what was I saying last month about writing being a
useful tool for decision making?
Whether or not you celebrate Christmas or send cards, and whatever you’re writing in them if you
do, there should be some guaranteed days off this month, so I hope you enjoy them. Whether you’ll
be surrounded by people and jollity, or sunk in an oasis of peace, take your time to relax when you
can, let yourself off the hook for anything you haven’t done, and maybe curl up for a few minutes
with a good book.
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
The Councillors hope that you can join them on Sunday 3 rd at
6 p.m. for Carols around the Tree at the War Memorial, and
afterwards in St Swithun’s Church for hot mince pies and mulled
wine. There will also be a non-alcoholic fruit punch. See page 36.
Vacancy on the Parish Council
There is a vacancy on Kennington Parish Council for a councillor to serve until the next elections
in May 2019. This vacancy will be filled by co-option at the Parish Council meeting on Thursday
11th January. Therefore, anyone who is eligible to stand and would be interested in joining the
Parish Council should apply in writing by Tuesday 9th January. See page 14 for details.
Primary School Applications
If you have a child born between 1 st September 2013 and 31st August 2014, applications for their
primary school place can now be made. The closing date for applications is Monday 15th January
—parents and carers must apply by this date online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions or on
paper (forms available from the County Council or a local school). Places will be offered on 16 th
April.
Grants
At its November meeting, the Council gave a donation of £800 to The Royal British Legion’s 2017
Poppy Appeal.
Christmas Trees
If you have a real tree this Christmas and you're a garden waste customer, Biffa will collect it. Just
leave it by your brown bin (but please not in it, as it's tricky for the crews to get it out). If you’re
not a garden waste customer, Christmas tree recycling has been arranged at Forest Side playing
field car park (not Playfield Road this year). Please leave trees out for collection by Friday 12th
January. Large or heavy trees will need to be cut into smaller pieces.
On behalf of the Parish Council may I wish everyone a happy and healthy Christmas and a peaceful
New Year.
Dates of Council Meetings: December
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
Finance Committee
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
th
th
Thursday 14
Tuesday 5
Thursday 7th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Choirs will giving two concert performances of
THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE
by Gilbert & Sullivan in the Methodist Church Hall on Friday 8th & Saturday 9th at 7:30 p.m.
Entrance, as always, is FREE, but there will be our usual Christmas collection for ACTION FOR
CHILDREN.
There will be the usual sparkling array of principals, and the chorus will provide the glorious sound
of Sullivan’s music. Remember, there are only 75 seats available for the audience. So, come early.
But don’t miss it. It will be a real Christmas treat.

Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) —
www.caox.org.uk
Citizens Advice extends lifeline as Universal Credit sweeps into Oxfordshire
As Oxfordshire South and Vale becomes the latest full service area for the introduction of Universal
Credit, the national charity Citizens Advice has jumped into the breach by offering the help of
specially-trained advisers.
South Oxfordshire became a full service area for Universal Credit on 11 th October. This means that
anyone applying for one of the six means-tested benefits (or already on one of them but reporting a
change in circumstances) will have to apply for Universal Credit. Citizens Advice is aware that
some applicants might struggle with the new system, but the charity’s specially-trained advisers are
available to help any clients who need it.
Citizens Advice is working closely with the district councils’ housing needs teams and local
housing associations to support those who struggle with Universal Credit.
Universal Credit merges six existing benefits into one: Child Tax Credit; Working Tax Credit;
Housing Benefit; Income Support; income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance and income-related
Employment and Support Allowance.
Citizens Advice has already issued a strong warning over plans to accelerate the introduction of
Universal Credit, saying that introducing it in haste could have devastating consequences and will
push some people into debt. Up to 20% of applicants for Universal Credit are expected to
experience serious problems. Citizens Advice says the problems centre around application process
delays rather than the new policy as a whole.
Universal Credit has already been bogged down in many issues including the long wait for first
payment, the lack of support in place to help claimants adapt and the resulting strain on public
services.
Citizens Advice offers confidential, impartial advice and information on many day-to-day issues. If
you need help with Universal Credit, act immediately and visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk or
telephone 03444 111 444, or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice office. For locations and
opening hours see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£12
£70
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre
Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public

Wed
Sun
Mon

4 2–4 p.m.
5 8 p.m.
10 a.m.–12 noon
6
2:15 p.m.
7 7:30 p.m.
8 7:30 p.m.
10 a.m.–12 noon
9 7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
12 10 a.m.
13 7:15 p.m.
14 7:30 p.m.
17 10:30 a.m.
2–4 p.m.
18
7:45 p.m.
20 10:30 a.m.
24 10:30 a.m.
25 9:30 a.m.

December
Festival Group
Parish Council Planning
Over-60’s fitness
Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Budget Meeting
Kennington Choirs: The Pirates of Penzance
Kennington Cancer Fund Xmas Bazaar
Oxford Ceilidh Xmas Party + Alberio
Kennington Choirs: The Pirates of Penzance
Christmas Special Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting
Carol Service
Festival Group
Kennington History Society
Short Service
Holy Communion for Christmas Eve
Christmas Day Service

Village Centre
Village Centre
Pavilion
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Edit Court Lounge
Methodist Church
Methodist Church

Tue
Wed
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon
Tue

2
3
9
10
11
13
15
23

January
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI: Last Five Cathedrals
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: Temples, Tigers & Tea
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh: Banter
Kennington History Society
Parish Council Planning

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sun
Mon

8 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
10 a.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
8 p.m.

The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.
Please remember to update your diary dates on the Kennington website.
Contact the Clerk on clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk for how to do so.
Index of Contents: page 3.
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Magazine contacts: page 51.
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