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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
“In this world nothing is certain but death and taxes” — Benjamin Franklin
“We must use time as a tool not a couch” — John F Kennedy
“We don’t know what the future holds” — Proverb
The last quotation is not entirely true. We actually know quite a lot about the year ahead: Brexit
talks will continue; the FA Cup Final will take place on 19 th May; the Rugby World Cup will be
held in Japan from September to November; anniversaries will occur – 60 th anniversary of the last
Goon Show on 28th January; 80th anniversary of the founding of the RAF on 1 st April (Army and
Navy rivals point out that that was April Fools Day!); 100 th anniversary of Chamberlain returning
from Munich on 30th September proclaiming “peace for our time”…
There will be deaths and taxes, as Benjamin Franklin said, while modern cynics add, “and more
meetings.” There will also be personal events already planned for the year (I take my oldest
grandson’s wedding in August) and birthdays and anniversaries to remember.
But, having said all that, 2018 will also contain so much more than we can ever predict. There will
be surprises, joys, disappointments and sadnesses. The unknowns can be fearful. Will North
Korea’s volatile leader trigger a nuclear war? Will our child get a job after college? Will my tests
for cancer prove benign or otherwise?
Christians believe that trust in a God who cares and can help is one of the best ways of being
prepared for the unexpected and being able to cope with it. “I don’t know what the future holds but
I know who holds the future” (attributed to many but probably originated by Ralph Abernathy).
This echoes what Jesus promised to those who follow Him: “Behold I am with you always even to
the end of the world” and again “I will never leave you nor forsake you”.
There is also our personal responsibility to make the most of 2018. President Kennedy’s remark
about using time as a tool not a couch is a good spur for us to make the most of this New Year
whatever comes. It is so often only when we have been seriously ill and then recover, or if we know
that we have limited time to live, that we start thinking about making the most of every opportunity.
Hopefully 2018 will not be our last year but it might be helpful to live as if it were.
On behalf of the Vicar and Clergy Team I wish you a happy and meaningful New Year.
— Rev Tony Rogerson
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Services in January
Sun 7th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 14th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline
Sun 21st 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer In Hall

Mon 28th 10 a.m.

United Service in the Methodist
Church for the week of prayer for
Christian Unity.
6:30 p.m. Compline

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m.
The Little Lambs this month will be on Wednesdays 10th and 24th.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church). On Sunday 28th, Children’s
Church will run in a room at the Methodist Church.
This month’s Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on the 21st. The doors open for Messy Church
at 9:30 a.m. and usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have breakfast—cereals,
toast, croissants, pain au chocolat, etc. and then feel free to wander round and see the
activities or join in a discussion if you want to, all very relaxed. Adults and children of all
ages can enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories and to reflect a God
of creativity. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see how it works. You would be very
welcome.
Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service, come and enjoy this service in the
Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
Prayer for the proposed new housing developments and for our communities every third Saturday
starting this month on Saturday 20th at 9:30 a.m. in St James Church, Radley.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner, which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
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SERVICES IN JANUARY
7th 10:30 a.m. We welcome Simeon Mitchell, from Oxford, to lead our Morning Worship.
14th 10:30 a.m. The Annual Covenant Service led by the Rev John Rowland. This service
includes the Holy Communion.
21st 10:30 a.m. Alan Turner Smith, from Ludgershall, leads our Morning Worship.
28th 10:30 a.m. Morning Worship will be led by our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies.
OTHER ACTIVITIES
The Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group. All details from Dilys Cale on Oxford
739774. This group is open to everyone.
Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 17th at 10:30 a.m. This is
an informal service beginning with a hymn, a reading from the Bible to see how its message can
apply to us today. Lastly, there are prayers for our community and the world. All are welcome.
Coffee Morning Tuesday 9th in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new?
You will be most welcome. The December Coffee Morning was cancelled because of snow.
Our February Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 13th February at 10 a.m.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Carols Around the Tree
Carols Around the Tree in December raised £200. This has been donated to MacIntyre, the
occupying the old social club premises. Many thanks to all who contributed and helped to
make the evening a success.

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
In schools, we get two new years, one in September and of course the one that most
people celebrate at the beginning of the new calendar year. As we start 2018, we send
our best wishes to all Chronicle readers for a very happy and peaceful New Year.
Our journalists this month are some of our Year 6 pupils in Larch Class with Mrs Joyce. Back in
November, they had the opportunity to visit the JR Hospital. At a time when children are becoming
increasingly independent, going further afield on their own or with friends and sometimes staying
at home on their own for short periods, the annual IMPS visit is both timely and helpful. When the
time comes for our pupils to leave St Swithun’s, our aim is for them to be ready to go on to the next
phase in their lives, both academically and personally, and this programme greatly helps.
We were so proud of both our Year 6 classes, as the courtesy, consideration and respect that they
demonstrated during their visits to the hospital were exemplary, to the extent that the trainers wrote
to us to compliment the children. Well done and thank you to all of them. I hope that you will find
their article interesting.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
Our visit to IMPS
On Friday 24th November, Year 6 from St Swithun’s School visited the JR Hospital to participate in
IMPS, the Injury Minimization Programme for Schools.
When we arrived we were met by three instructors who explained that we were in a working
hospital, so we needed to respect the patients. Next, we went into the A & E section, to a room
called the plaster room; we made plaster casts of our fingers! We were also shown some of the
equipment used in the emergency unit.
After that, we went to the academic centre
and watched a short film about keeping safe
and what to do in different emergency
situations. We had to identify the hazards.
Finally, we were taken into the training
room to learn about DRSABC. We learnt
that this stands for Danger, Response, Shout,
Airway, Breathing, (get help), CPR, and that
the letters help us to remember what to do in
the correct order. We learnt how to put an
unconscious person into the recovery position if they are breathing, how to perform CPR on
someone who is not breathing by giving 30 chest compressions and 2 rescue breaths, and how to
use an emergency automated external defibrillator (AED) machine.
Of course, we hope never to have to use our newly learnt skills. However, we are also confident
that we would know what to do if ever faced with an emergency situation.
— Harry, Emilie, Lilia, Eva, Chloe
11

Thames District Guides Table Top Sale
Start your New Year well by putting the date of the Thames District Guides
Table Top Sale in your nice new Diary or Year Planner. It’s Saturday 10 th
March from 10 a.m. to noon in Kennington Village Centre. Tables are still
only £5, and you can book from Liz on 01865 730053 or Margaret on 01865 730353.

Kennington Scouts
Endeavours’ Outdoor Antics: With the evenings getting darker and winter
setting in for most of us, it’s time to stay indoors by the fire and ‘hibernate’. Not
if you’re a Cub—it’s time for warm coats, head torches, and fun and adventures
to be had in the darkness! We are fortunate to have Youlbury Scout Camp nearby.
As the Cubs fancied trying archery we Youlbury with its great indoor facilities. One week half of
them did archery whilst the other half played outdoor adventures.
A trail had been set by a leader to look for signs and clues to indicate the direction to travel. It
involved going off track, down slopes and through narrow clearings in the bushes! A dark wood can
be intimidating, but with encouragement guidance, they set off on their quest with leaders close at
hand. The trail ended in a clearing where we played games. Blindfolded, they were given
instructions. which they then retraced from memory to see how close to the start they returned. The
next game was to track down a ‘lost’ capsule that emitted faint intermittent beeps. At night, sound
travels far and fools you into thinking it came from a different direction. Cubs shouting and
stomping around adds to the challenge!
We headed back by the quickest route, which according to the Cubs could be one of several
different directions! Once we returned, we asked the Cubs to do a head count. Everyone was there,
answered all of the Cubs. However, a leader had somehow gone ‘missing’, whom the Cubs needed
to find. Fortunately the leader had a whistle, so again the Cubs set out into the woods, this time as a
rescue party. The leader was quickly found and returned, where we met up with the archers to hear
of the bulls eyes scored before handing back to parents.
Other activities since our last report include home & fire safety, involving a visit to the Oxford fire
station, where the fire crew made us welcome. After a safety talk about fire prevention we had a
tour of the station to look at the engines. Halfway through, the alarm went off, so we had the
opportunity to see one of the engines and crew set off to what we found out later was a house fire.
We have spent an evening around the camp fire with songs, jokes and toasted marshmallows.
Photography Night involved being given a potato and creating a story board; being made into chips
seemed a very popular ending! We’ve also been kayaking!
Just before Christmas we went carol singing at Edith Court care home. This involved consuming
large quantities of chocolates and squash supplied by the residents (in-between songs).
Whilst we do lots of things as a pack, Cubs are encouraged to be independent and do activities
outside of Cub meetings to help gain points towards various badges. One set of siblings (for their
community badge) held a cake sale outside their house one Saturday, raising an impressive £167 for
a local food charity. A great example of the true spirit of scouting, this was a ‘good deed’ that
achieved fantastic results and helped those less fortunate in our community.
Endeavour Cub pack meets Thursdays 6:30–8 p.m. in the village.
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining, we have a waiting list
for kids, but space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
12
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Kennington History Society
In November we had what can only be described as an inspired talk by David Holt, entitled
“Thomas Barnardo: The Doctor”. It was very well researched, something we have come to expect
from David, and right at the end of the talk it transpired that there was a family connection with the
charity through his father.
In December we are expecting a talk from Eric Sidebottom entitled, “Why disease has been more
important than wars, kings and politicians”.
The January talk is to be by Tony Hadland and is called, “Steam and Steel in the Vale of the White
Horse”.
All talks start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road. All are welcome with nonmembers charged £2.50. There is tea and coffee afterwards for which donations are invited.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Carols around the Tree. Thank you all who attended the Carols around the Tree in December—
there seemed enough mulled wine and mince pies, but maybe not quite enough sausage rolls for
everyone! Thank you too for your generosity, as you raised £200, which has gone to MacIntyre to
support their amazing work.
Christmas Tree Recycling. If you had a real tree this Christmas and you're a garden waste
customer, Biffa will collect it from Friday 12th. Just leave it by your brown bin (but please not in it,
as it's tricky for the crews to get it out). If you're not a garden waste customer, Christmas tree
recycling has been arranged at Forest Side playing field car park. Please make sure that your tree is
there for collection by Thursday 11th. Please note that there will be no collection from Playfield
Road car park this year.
Domestic Abuse. Community Safety is raising awareness of domestic abuse with a poster
campaign this Christmas. It is focusing on controlling behaviours and highlighting emotional abuse.
Controlling or coercive behaviour in an intimate or family relationship became a criminal offence
under the Serious Crime Act in 2015. It can cover controlling a person’s finances and their social
life. There is more information via www.reducingtherisk.org.uk. Oxfordshire Domestic Abuse
Helpline on 0800 731 0055. In an emergency, always dial 999.
Happy New Year. On behalf of the Council, may I wish you a very happy 2018.
Dates of Council Meetings: January
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
Thursday 11th
Tuesday 2nd & 23rd
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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Kennington Festival Group
We wish you all a Happy New Year, and give thanks for all the support you may have
given the Group last Year.
A special Thank You to the members of the Youth Club, who presented me with a Super
Duper Hamper for the Group on 13th December in time for their Christmas Tea on the 18th.
Our meetings start again on Monday 8th at 2 p.m.
If you are over 60 and would like to join us for a social afternoon with friendly people please
contact me on 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.
— Margaret Biggs

Kennington Youth Club
Our First Trip, Competitions Night and Christmas celebrations. Since
our last article, we’ve been on a trip to Abingdon Police Station, which
included spotting locations we knew on their CCTV cameras, climbing in
vans and wearing their riot gear. We’ve organised a competitions evening.
Congratulations to Toby who won the pool trophy, and Tamara who won the
darts trophy. We ended the term with a Christmas celebration with making
both edible and decorative snowmen. We also collected together a hamper for
the Festival Handicap Group, so thank you to all those who brought contributions.
Our First YouTube Video. The young people asked if we could do a “mannequin challenge”,
which, if you haven’t heard, is where the members of the club all freeze in different positions and
we film it. We did it at the end of November, and mostly kept very still. If you’d like to see the
video, visit YouTube and search for ‘Kennington Youth Club’. You can see how we did, and get to
see the redecorating we’ve done inside the club itself.
Coming Up in January… We will meet on Wednesday 10 th, 17th, 24th and 31st, 7–8:30 p.m. in the
Youth Club, behind the Village Centre. Please note, we’re arranging a members-only trip for
Wednesday 7th February. We’ll announce details and send out permission slips when we get back.
Membership. We’re currently full (32 members). If you’re interested in joining our waiting list or
finding out more about the club, please do get in touch via youthclubkennington@gmail.com.
New Club Website. We’ve launched a website for the Youth Club, where you can find out lots
more about what’s going on, and see pictures of what we’ve been up to this last term, as well as
information about ways to get involved, both as a young person and as an adult.
https://kenningtonyouthclub.com
New Year’s Resolution? Looking for a new challenge and something fun to do in 2018? How
about volunteering at the Youth Club! We’d love some extra help to be able to do more things. We
offer full training, funding for certification (if you’re interested in it), but mostly the opportunity to
have fun and support our young people. More information about volunteering can be found on our
website using the ‘Volunteer’ link or directly via https://kenningtonyouthclub.com/volunteer.
Happy New Year. Finally, we take this opportunity to wish all our members, the parents and
careers, everyone who’s supported us in reopening, and the village in general a happy 2018.
As a club we’re really pleased and proud of the way things have taken off in 2017 and look forward
to making the club bigger and better in 2018, and as always welcome any feedback or suggestions
you, the village that might have.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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1st Kennington Guides
This month, we have enjoyed ceilidh dancing, including devising our own
dances. Our Young Leaders ran an evening on traditions of Guiding, and our
leader-in-training organised a swimming trip. As Christmas approaches, we have made Christmas
cards, embellished tea-light holders with festive designs and decorated mini Christmas cakes. We
are looking forward to our Christmas sleepover with a visit to the Story Museum, making our own
Christmas films and playing some festive games.
We are very grateful to have received an anonymous donation towards our trip to Switzerland next
year with other Girlguiding members from Abingdon and the surrounding area. The trip includes a
visit to Our Chalet, the first World Centre of the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
Happy New Year from everyone at Kennington Library!
Free events for children this month
Rhyme Time: Monday 8th, 2:30–3 p.m. Why not bring your under school
aged children along to sing rhymes with us? Everyone is welcome. The
more the merrier!
Story Time: Wednesday 17th, 11–11:30 a.m. All under school aged
children are welcome; just come along and enjoy some stories!
Please note: There will be no Coffee Talk in January. New season begins on Wednesday 7th
February with Pam Nixon. Full details next month. Our thanks to Mary Cavanagh for all she does
to organise these enjoyable events, and to Pauline and Di for providing the refreshments each
month.
Are you wondering what to read next? Why not pick up a copy of the list of books enjoyed by
Kennington readers in the last 12 months? It is available in hard copy in the library, or may be
viewed on our website.
Friends of Kennington library subscriptions. If you pay by cash or cheque, please look out for
your membership renewal reminder in the coming months. There is no need to complete a new
membership form as we already have your details; simply leave an envelope with your subscription
or donation in the library marked, “Attn: FOKL Treasurer”, with your name on the outside. You
may also contact our Treasurer via email; see below for the address. If you are not already a
subscriber, please consider joining us! Full details are available in the library and on our website.
Thank you everyone for your continued support.
Happy reading in 2018!
For all the latest information, visit our web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman
Pamela Allen
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary
Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer
Hugh Fleming
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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KOA
www.koa.org.uk
Will you help KOA celebrate its
50th and final year?
For 49 years, through KOA, Kennington has helped tens of thousands of people to help themselves.
For our final year, we asked three charities that we admire to submit projects.
Go to the KOA website to read them and then come to the selection meeting and help us choose.
www.koa.org.uk
Can you spare one hour to join with us?
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Wednesday 10th at 8 p.m.
Please come and help us choose our final project!
We will also unveil the provisional Golden Anniversary Programme.
Read the Nasio Trust, Standing Voice and Tools for Self- Reliance submissions on www.koa.org.uk.
A highlight of KOA history.
Sir Roger Bannister opening the Fun Run. He welcomed
the winners to his home for tea.
Could you help with the final Bagley Wood Fun Run &
Walk in June this year?

Co-chair
Co-chair

Sylvia Vetta
Halcyon Leonard

sylviavetta@gmail.com
01865 452783

KADS News
Come to the Apple Café on Saturday 13 th for the KADS takeover day! The day is
dedicated to pantomime, and children are invited to join us for Beauty and the Beast
activities.
We’ll be holding a fancy dress competition, with a prize for the best children’s costume. This can
be anything panto or fairy tale themed, so come dressed to impress! We’ll also have our pop-up box
office on hand so you can buy tickets for the show at the same time!
We’re just a few weeks away from curtain up, and everyone is excited to bring you Beauty and the
Beast, the pantomime! It’s really coming together, and after a short break for Christmas, we are all
raring to go—so don’t delay in booking your tickets to support your friends and neighbours.
Performance dates and times at Kennington Village Centre in January (see page 33)
Friday 19th
7:30 p.m.
Thursday 25th
7:30 p.m.
Saturday 20th

2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Friday 26th

7:30 p.m.

Sunday 21st

2 p.m.

Saturday 27th

2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are just £6 for the first night, then £10 adults, £8 concessions, and £30 for a family of four
for the remaining performances. Under 5’s can go free on laps. Buy yours from the Box Office by
phone on 01865 739025 and by email at boxoffice@kenningtonads.org.uk.
For updates, follow us on our KADS Facebook page at www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS.
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Gardening with A light touch
It is often said that we should try to walk lightly, and live a life so that our footsteps we leave
behind are invisible or at least minimal. Let’s spin that a little and let me ask, how many of us do
the same in our own garden plots, and garden with a light touch?
My opinion is that the best gardeners, be they wildlife gardeners or traditional gardeners, work in a
way that often leaves little trace that they have actually been there. Yes, they prune, they mow, they
weed, and they even tidy, but the joins are hard to find. By that, I mean they keep it looking natural.
When they prune, the cuts are not always obvious, and they certainly don’t prune everything to
within an inch of its life. When they rake up leaves, they don’t always rake up every leaf.
It may sound less labour intensive, quicker even, but it takes a lot of skill to garden well with a light
touch.
So when you are putting you plot to bed for the winter or getting it ready for spring, try to see if
you can garden with a similar light touch. Leaving few, if any footprints at all.
Let me know how you get on.

Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)
www.caox.org.uk
Shivering indoors this winter? Citizens Advice can help!
As winter approaches, evenings and nights lengthen, and cold, misty air settles in grey, cheerless,
smoggy streets, many people’s thoughts and plans inevitably turn towards the necessity of heating
their homes. But, with sharply rising energy costs, it is an unfortunate fact that many disadvantaged
people in our communities are having to choose between heating their homes and buying enough
food to eat.
South Oxfordshire and Vale Citizens Advice is working to help those who are in difficulties. The
national charity is urging people to act, to cut their bills by checking that they have signed up for
the best possible deal, or to take up offers of help to insulate their homes.
You could benefit from savings of up to £320 a year from energy efficiency measures, an average
of £100 by paying by direct debit, and up to £200 a year by shopping around for the best deal.
The Citizens Advice website contains a lot of useful energy advice information and links to price
comparison tools. Visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/energy/energy-supply to find out how
you could benefit.
If money is tight, contact your local Citizens Advice. Experienced advisers can look into your
particular situation and see if you are getting all the benefits to which you are entitled, or if you can
get help paying your bills.
Citizens Advice offers confidential, impartial advice and information on many day-to-day issues.
For further help visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk, call Adviceline on 03444 111 444, or drop in to
your nearest Citizens Advice. Locations and opening hours of Citizens Advice offices in
Oxfordshire South and Vale can be found on www.citizensadvice.org.uk.
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale is an independent charity that provides the local
Citizens Advice service. Our 150 skilled volunteers work from five locations and are supported by
nine full-time staff. They advise over 9,500 clients each year. All our income is raised locally.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
A very happy New Year to all our members.
The first meeting of the new year is, as always, our Social Evening on Wednesday 24th at
7:30 p.m. in the Village Centre. This is a MEMBERS ONLY event.
Join us for cheese and wine, quizzes, a show of photos taken during the year, a raffle, and an
opportunity to chat and swap gardening tales.
Wednesday 21st February, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre: Illustrated talk by Marilyn Farr entitled,
“Colourful Profusion: Flowers of Western Australia”.
Wednesday 21st March, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre: Please note that there is a change to our
programme for March, as Geoff Hawkins has had to cancel. He will be replaced by Derren Lerigo
who will give a talk entitled, “What do I do with space?” This is about going back to basics and
using methods from around the world to improve cultivation.

Botley Medical Centre newsletter for Kennington Health Centre
01865 730911 — www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk
We are very pleased to let you know that we have another Partner joining the team. Dr Manpreet
Ahluwalia will start on Thursday 11 th. She will, of course, work across both sites. Dr Ahluwalia is
an experienced GP who has been working in the area as a salaried doctor, and has decided that the
time is right for her to take on the responsibilities of being a Partner.
We are delighted that she has made this decision.
We are sorry to inform you that the Extended Scope Physiotherapist will not return from Paternity
Leave. He was finding it increasingly difficult to meet the regular commitments he had here.
If you are entitled to a free flu jab and have not yet had one please arrange this as soon as possible,
as supplies are running low.
The Government is increasing pressure on General Practice to ‘work at scale’, suggesting that we
need to work in clusters of at least 30,000 patients. We are keen to keep the smaller, local feeling
that the General Practice has always had, and are in discussions with other local practices about
how we can work collaboratively but maintain the personal service that we want to provide.
We have been meeting with the team to consider how we can best make the changes required of us.
We are also looking at improving the way that we work across both sites. We have taken on board
feedback received from patients and have some training events planned for the New Year.
Advance notice is given that Dr Chadwick will be retiring in June. There will be the opportunity for
patients to say goodbye and thank you. Further details will be available early next year.
— Caroline Jones, Practice Manager, 01865 248719, carolinejones3@nhs.net
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Poppy Appeal 2017
The Poppy Appeal 2017 is now complete and I am delighted to report that we raised £4,085.64
towards the Royal British Legion.
I thank everyone for your generous donations, and the collectors for their sterling efforts in
collecting such an excellent sum.
Thank you all.
— Alison Peedell, Poppy Appeal Organiser for Kennington

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Choirs’ two performances of The Pirates of Penzance in early
December raised a total of £1,317.95. After our anonymous donor added £5,000 and Gift Aid was
been included, the grand total was nearly £8,000.
This has been sent to Action for Children.
Thank you everyone.
The Choir meets again on Friday 12th to begin rehearsals of Brahms’ Requiem. As always,
copies will be available and all singers are invited to come along. We star at 7:45 p.m. in the
Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road. All details are available from 01865 735885.

Kennington Good Neighbours
We wish you all a Happy New Year as we go into our
50th year of Volunteering in Kennington!
More about the history will be forthcoming in later editions.
If you would like make a difference in 2018, why not volunteer to be a driver to take those without
transport to local Hospitals and amenities; or maybe you would like to visit a lonely person. Please
ring me.
•

If you need someone to visit you, please ring me in confidence.

•

If you need transport, please ring Dilys Cale 01865 739774

•

If you would like to join our committee, we meet about 4 times a year please get in touch.

For any other information or help, please contact me.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. Please
keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 39).
Dorothy Kubat
Mr Voin Kubat and family offer their heartfelt thanks to all the friends, neighbours and wellwishers who attended the wake, service and burial of Dorothy Kubat. We also acknowledge those
who provided emotional and practical support for us at this difficult time. For those who
telephoned, sent cards and messages of condolences, as well as those who made charitable
donations to Sobell House, we are truly grateful. Our thanks also go to the doctors, nurses and staff
of Sobell House for their care and respect.
We are pleased to announce that your generous donations to Sobell House raised £273.
Your kindness made our loss more bearable. Please accept this acknowledgement as an expression
of our deepest gratitude.
— Voin Kubat

Kennington Cancer Fund
Our thanks to all who supported the Christmas Bazaar, which raised £1,278.97. Many thanks to our
helpers, and those who gave raffle prizes and donations.
We gave a cheque to Prof Harris for £15,000. We also thank Kennfest for choosing KCF as their
charity this year; the cheque for £970.13 was a wonderful surprise.
We hope that you will all have had a Happy Christmas, and we send Good Wishes for the New
Year.
Our first two events in 2018
•

Quiz Night

Friday 9th February

•

Cheese & Wine

Friday 2nd March
— Pearl Livett

Kennington Link WI
In high spirits and party attire, we gathered at the Tandem for our combined Christmas Lunch and
December Meeting. This was a very successful and happy event. The table that had already been
laid in festive fashion was further adorned by small table decorations. These had been kindly given
by the Secretary, who had prepared one for each member.
The meal itself was excellent and there was plenty of time to catch up with each other’s news and
all our preparations for Christmas. A bouquet of flowers was presented to the President, Sheila
Prior, with many thanks for arranging the lunch and all the hard work she does behind the scenes.
Donations of toiletries for the Women’s Refuges were collected ready to be delivered later that day.
We are asked to complete the Resolutions Selection Forms (which are in the November–
December issue of WI Life) and return them next month. The envelopes containing next year’s WI
subscriptions, are also due back in January.
We wish all our members a Very Happy New Year and look forward to seeing you again at our
next meeting on Wednesday 3rd when David Holt will give a talk on The Last Five Cathedrals.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£12
£70
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre
Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
Tue
Wed
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Mon
Wed
Mon
Tue
Wed

2
3
8
9
10
11
12
13
15
17
22
23
24

Mon 5
Wed 7
Thu
8
Sat 10
Tue

13

Wed 14
Mon 19
Wed 21

8 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
2 p.m.
10 a.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
2 p.m.
8 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

January
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI: Last Five Cathedrals
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: Temples, Tigers & Tea
Parish Council Meeting
First rehearsal: United Choirs Brahms’ Requiem
Oxford Ceilidh: Banter
Kennington History Society
Short Service
Festival Group
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Horticultural Society: Social Evening

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre

2 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
8 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
2 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

February
Festival Group
Kennington Link WI: Founders Day Party
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh: Climax Band
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI
Festival Group
Kennington History Society
K. Horticultural Society: Flowers of W. Australia

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre

The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.

Please remember to update your diary dates on the Kennington website.
Contact the Clerk on clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk for how to do so.

Index of Contents: page 3.
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