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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Competing festivals?
Here is an interesting quirk of the calendar this year: with Easter falling relatively early, Lent will
begin on 14th February, which means that Ash Wednesday will also be St Valentine’s Day. And
when this is the case, which does not come around all to often, Easter will also be on the same day
as April Fool’s day. Now, on the face of it, this pair of coexisting celebrations seems to make rather
uneasy bedfellows. Valentine’s Day is usually celebrated with chocolates and flowers, whereas Lent
begins with fasting and remembering that all turns back to dust. Easter Sunday is the day on which
all of the hope of the Christian faith rests with the unlikely, astounding, and surprising news that
death could not finally hold Jesus in his earthly tomb. April Fool’s day, by way of contrast, takes for
granted that the surprise and amusement of practical jokes is generated by duplicity and
misdirection.
I happen to think that that in both cases, the days share rather more in common than they might first
appear. There are several competing hagiographies of St Valentine, and you wouldn’t want to put
any of them in a Hallmark card. One of the enduring myths is that Valentine lived during the reign
of Claudius Gothicus sometime in the 3rd century. It was illegal to aid Christians during that period
of Roman history, but Valentine married Christian couples in secret, hence his association with
courtly love. When he was caught, he tried to convert Claudius, and as a result he was beaten and
then beheaded. Not a pleasant story. But a story nonetheless that gives a certain perspective on
Lent. There are the obvious parallels between the lives of any martyr and Jesus, with both meeting
premature and seemingly unjust deaths. But there is also what their ministries represent, and what
they were prepared to die for. In Valentine’s case it was the bringing together of couples in
marriage. In Jesus’s body it is the bringing together, unbreakably, heaven and Earth; humans and
God. There is a reason why the Bible uses so much wedding imagery for our arrival in heaven. It’s
because Jesus is God’s way of saying you are mine, till death do us part, and even that won’t be
enough to separate us. That’s the kind of love we celebrate in Lent.
What might be the connection between Easter and April Fools day, then? Maybe this: both days are
in their way about turning the world upside and realising that things are not as they might first
seem. It looks like the cross is the end of the story for Jesus. It looks like the disciples are the fools,
that they have been duped into following a path ends violently and abruptly. It looks like death has
the last word after all.
But it doesn’t. Early in the morning, as brave women seek his body, things do not feel right. Have
the Romans taken it away? How was the stone moved? Why was the valuable linen left behind?
And then one word changes everything. He stands in the garden and speaks her name: “Mary.” And
the world is truly, completely, eternally changed. God, so to speak, has the last laugh.
I wonder if God’s love has the capacity to turn your world upside down? St Paul wrote, “the
message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it
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is the power of God” (1 Cor 1:18). Could it be that as God makes a fool of death, God might make
a disciple of you? Maybe this is the Lent and Easter to discover quite how loved you are.
— Robert Glenny
Services in February
Sun 4th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 11th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

Sun 18th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer In Hall
Sun 25th 10 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m.
The Little Lambs this month will be on Wednesdays 14th and 28th.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
This month Messy Church will be on Sunday 18th. The doors open for Messy Church at 9:30 a.m.
and usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have breakfast—cereals, toast,
croissants, pain au chocolat, etc., and then feel free to wander around and see the
activities or join in a discussion if you want to, all very relaxed. Adults and children of
all ages can enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories and to reflect a
God of creativity. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see how it works. You would be
very welcome.
Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service, come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
Community Pancake Party on Tuesday 13th in the Church Hall starting at 7:30 p.m. Ring Alison
on 01865 327974 if you wish to know more.
Prayer on Saturday 17th (and every third Saturday): There is an opportunity to spend some time
praying for the proposed new housing developments and for our communities. At 9:30 a.m. every
third Saturday at St James Church, Radley.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner, which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road
01865 763676
Headington
Oxford
Email:
OX3 8AX
minister@limewalk.org.uk
You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
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Services in February
4th 10:30 a.m. We welcome Jan Grimwood, from Tackley, to lead our Morning Worship.
11th 10:30 a.m. Dr John Lenton, from Kidlington, leads our Morning Worship today.
18th 10:30 a.m. LENT 1. Our Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, leads our Morning Worship
today. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
25th 10:30 a.m. LENT 2. We welcome again this month Simeon Mitchell, from Oxford, to lead
our service of Alternative Worship, which will take the form of Taizé Worship.
Other activities
The Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group. All details from Dilys Cale on
01865 739774. This group is open to everyone.
Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 21st at 10:30 a.m. This is
an informal service beginning with a hymn, a reading from the Bible to see how its message can
apply to us today. Lastly, there are prayers for our community and the world. All are welcome.
Coffee Morning Tuesday 13th in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new?
You will be most welcome. The January Coffee Morning raised £67 exactly. Our March
Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 13th March at 10 a.m.
Hiring a room at the church
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.

5

6

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

7

8

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Why you should join the Kennington History Society
This year our local History Society is celebrating 15 years of organising and arranging various
types of village events related to Local or National History.
The Society provides a programme of talks held at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church, Upper Road,
on the third Monday of each month excluding July and August. These talks are free to members
with a small charge for visitors of £2.50. In addition to this programme of “Talks of an Historical
Nature”, annually in September, an all-day subsidised coach visit is arranged to one of the county’s
Historic Cities. The Society has visited Portsmouth, Bath, Bristol, Chichester, Gloucester,
Salisbury, St Albans, Hereford, Winchester and Worcester.

In the Summer recess we endeavour to arrange an evening trip to a local historic attraction. You can
see one of the these above-left, a guided walk around the surviving parts of Oxford’s Medieval
Wall. On the left, local artist and committee member, Phil Martin, at an early meeting of the
Society, presents a caricature to George Ross, to mark the talk on his book, the “Origins of the
Village’s Street Names”.
Added to this, membership of the Society ensures
you will receive help and support if you wish to
publish your booklet on some aspect of
Kennington’s history. There are, to date, 15
booklets written by members in the Society’s
Collection. Full details of these KHS publications
and the KHS “Talks Programme for 2018” are
available on the village website:
➢

kennington-pc.gov.uk/historysociety/programme

➢

kennington-pc.gov.uk/historicalpublications

The cost of obtaining all the benefits of this
wonderful Group is an Annual Membership
Subscription of just £12 for Individuals or £20 for
Families.
— George Ross, Honorary President of Kennington History Society
9

Thames District Guides Table Top Sale
Our popular Table Top Sale is next month on Saturday 10th March in
Kennington Village Centre from 10 a.m. to noon.
Book your table, still only £5, from Liz on 01865 730053 or Margaret on
01865 730353.
Meet your friends, enjoy Fairtrade refreshments, buy homemade cakes and a few raffle tickets.

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
New Parish Councillor
The members co-opted a resident to the vacancy following the resignation of Paddy Landau earlier
this year. There were three applicants and after a vote the resident who was successful was Amanda
Jempson. The Council welcomes Amanda and hopes that she will enjoy her time on Kennington
Parish Council.
Many thanks to the unsuccessful applicants for taking the time to put their names forward. The
Council hopes that this will not put them off coming forward again next time.
Defibrillator Training
The Parish Council would like to organise more defibrillator training courses for residents. If you
are interested in attending a workshop, please contact the Clerk.
Best Kept Garden Competition
The Parish Council hopes to run the Best Kept Garden competition again this year, and wondered if
are any residents would like to be involved in its organisation. Please contact the Clerk if you are
interested.
Grants
At its January meeting, the Parish Council granted £120 to Kennington Whist Club, which meets
each month at the Village Centre. The Parish Council also awarded £250 to the Oxfordshire
Association for the Blind towards their work supporting local visually-impaired people.
Dates of Council Meetings: February
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
Thursday 8th
Tuesday 13th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will be continuing their rehearsals of Brahms’s
Requiem this month. As always, copies will be available, and all singers are invited to come along.
There is still time! We start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road. The concert
will be in Exeter College Chapel in Oxford on Sunday 15 th April at 3 p.m. All details are available
on 01865 735885.

Report from St Swithun’s Nursery
We have three ‘key groups’ in nursery:
Zebras, Bears and Butterflies. We were
very busy all through the Autumn Term.
We began the year settling into our new
school by exploring our room and outdoor
area. We played lots of games to help with
getting to know each other and where we
all play. We went on plenty of walks to
find out about all of the different areas
around the school, making new friends
along the way.
We have begun to get changed
independently for our PE sessions, where
we play lots of fun games in the hall.
There were lots of giggles as we pretended
to move like different animals!
One of the first things that we did was to use our senses to find out about ourselves and about each
other, making self-portraits and working together to do some fun and messy art.
Every week we try new foods and learn how to
cook new recipes including fruit kebabs, apple
crumble and sandwiches. Near bonfire night we
made the most yummy ‘sparklers’—they looked
great and tasted even better!
In December we joined in with the Reception
children in Saplings to make a film of our
Christmas story, learning many new songs and
actions. Storytelling is a big part of our culture;
we have been learning new stories such as ‘The
Gruffalo’, alongside the traditional nativity story.
Our play was based on finding the ‘greatest story
ever told’: the real Christmas story. We learnt the
stories so well that we could probably tell you
one of them if you asked! After telling our own
Christmas story we went on a trip to the Story
Museum in Oxford to see their Christmas play. A
busy term indeed!
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Families surviving alcoholism
Botley and Kennington Patient Participation Group and Al-Anon Family Group invite you to a talk
Families Surviving Alcoholism
Wednesday 21st, 7–9 p.m.
Botley Medical Centre, Elms Road, Oxford, OX2 9J
No booking required—just turn up.
For further information please contact botleyppg@gmail.com or 0750 3943812.

Putting it on paper
Final in the series by Becca Heddle, Writer and Editor, 01865 326508, becca.heddle@btinternet.com
I didn’t write an article for January, as I just couldn’t come up with an idea that seemed worth
anyone’s while to read. That thought has inspired this month’s article, about the importance of
being able to say ‘enough’.
The point of writing is to communicate, whether that’s to one other person, a group, the public, or
yourself, and whether it’s formal or informal. Quite often when speaking, we find ourselves making
small talk—the friendly burble that simply acknowledges each other’s humanity, or fills an
embarrassing silence. We can do small talk in writing too, like when we sign a birthday card and
add a line or two—but speech tends to be where it fits best.
Professional writing generally needs to avoid small talk—every word has to count. This is true
whether the writing needs to cover a topic within a specific word count, to tell a story simply but
engagingly, or to put across information clearly and in a way that is easy to read. Every sentence—
every word—has to work hard for its space. This means drafting each sentence with care, then
reviewing and redrafting until the text is ready for feedback—by which point, the ‘first draft’ may
have already been written five or more times. And then come the comments and more redrafting—
but secure in the knowledge that every step brings the writing closer to doing its job effectively.
I heard a writer speaking on the radio once, saying that sculptors are lucky: they start with a piece
of stone to cut bits off, or a pile of clay to shape; while writers first have to make their clay or stone
—that’s what a first draft is. And then we squash, add and remove, or chop away, until we have a
result we are more or less happy with. We may have a word limit, or a time limit, but whether we
do or not, it’s important to be able to judge when we don’t have any more to add, or have simply
done all we can.
That’s why this is my last article for the Chronicle for the moment; perhaps when I am not trying to
think of something to write every month, I will suddenly find I have lots of useful and interesting
ideas to share. But as I seem to be hunting around for them, I fear getting boring. So my last point
on writing for now is this: don’t witter on for the sake of it—know when you’re done.
I hope that you’ve found these articles interesting; if you think of anything you’d like to see
covered in a new article, please do let me know; similarly if you would like to consult me
professionally about your own writing or something for your business—or to discuss something
informally over a cup of tea.
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Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. Please
keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 43).
Hashmat Ismail Khan
Our mother, Mrs Hashmat Ismail Khan, passed away on 21st December at the John Radcliffe
Hospital. Our heartfelt thanks to all our friends and neighbours who sent messages and cards.
Your thoughtful sentiments gave us much needed comfort at this most difficult time. Please accept
this acknowledgement as an expression of our deepest gratitude.
— Laila Ismail Khan, Nilofer Khan and family

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Sit, Rest and Learn
I’m sitting writing this particular piece in the café overlooking the main concourse at Manchester
Piccadilly train station. Not far above me is the roof, on which I can see feral pigeons and plenty of
moss.
I wonder how many of the commuters below are aware of the nature around, amongst what may
appear to be an urban wilderness, barren of nature?
Nature is often all around us. Yes, it’s struggling, but as I’ve said many times, our ability to sense,
experience and appreciate it seems to be receding.
Sometimes we need to sit, rest, observe and learn. Tomorrow, when you are out in the midst of
somewhere that seems barren of wildlife, take a few moments. Sit, rest, watch and learn.
You may be out in the street, shopping centre, car park, or even in your own garden. Believe me:
perceived barren wildlife spots are often far from it. In gardens, many think the barren areas are
behind the shed, under some conifer trees, or in the middle of a scorching hot lawn. The list can be
endless.
I’d suggest that there are very few barren sections in any garden. Wildlife is highly adaptable; we
just need to take time to see it.
Try sitting for a while, quiet and still. You’ll soon start to notice all sorts of little movements from
the ecosystems around you. Watch, see what is happening to the wildlife there. What is it doing?
How is it using the area in front of you? The answers are there, before you.
By simply watching what’s going on, we can all learn what habitats and gardening techniques we
could incorporate in any given environment to give nature a helping hand. It’s the same wildlife we
are perhaps overlooking on a daily basis.
Sometimes, all we need to do is, sit and rest for a while. Answers and solutions often come in that
silence.
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Kennington Women’s Institute
The President welcomed our members to the first meeting of a new and interesting
year. As we were unable to meet in December due to the severe weather conditions,
it was lovely to catch up with each other’s news over tea and mince pies and cake.
The members were all very generous in supporting our fundraising by purchasing items from the
sales table and buying extra raffle tickets.
Our speaker talked about his travels in the south of India in 2014. We saw slides of ladies in
colourful saris, chai wallahs, street vendors and temples. He described the sights, sounds and smells
of life on the street. He also mentioned the cockroaches, snakes, snake charmers and crocodiles that
he encountered during his travels.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 14th February at 7:15 p.m. in the Village Centre.
Why not come along? We will be very pleased to welcome you!

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
The youngest children at St
Swithun’s are in our Nursery
class and they are just as busy
and productive as all our other classes, as
you can read in their report on page 13.
During their time in Nursery, the children
have lots of fun, make many friends, and
become familiar with school routines. By the
end of the year the children are ready to
move into Reception, and our excellent early
education provides the foundation for later
success.
The last year has absolutely flown by, and it
is already time for parents and carers to apply for places in our Nursery class for their children for
next September. Our nursery application form for children born between 1st September 2014 and
31st August 2015 can be found on our website
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk/Admissions.
The closing date for applications for places in our
nursery class is Monday 12th March.
In advance of applying for a place for your child, you are
most welcome to come and visit the school and see for
yourself what it might be like to be a learner in our
Nursery and how your child would thrive at St Swithun’s.
Please call in, phone 01865 415105 or send us an email on
office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
to
make
an
appointment. I look forward to welcoming you.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
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Kennington Youth Club
KYC has been awarded an award for Quality
We are delighted to announce that we have been
awarded the Ambition First Steps Quality Mark from
Ambition UK, a leading national body and youth
charity. The First Steps Quality Mark measured us
against set criteria and ensured that we have quality standards in place to
deliver activities to young people safely and legally. Well done to everyone
involved in us obtaining this and to the young people who make the club what
it is!
Coming Up in February
On Wednesday 31st January we will have an early pancake-making evening at the Youth Club led
by our volunteer Audrey Jones. On Wednesday 7 th February we go on a members-only trip to Laser
Kombat, next to the Kassam Stadium. We will meet again at the Youth Club as normal on
Wednesday 21st & 28th February, 7–8:30 p.m. in the Youth Club building, next to the Health Centre.
Apple Café
Our Chair, Jenny Forder, and Treasurer, Mark Horseman, will be at the Apple Café on Thursday 1 st
February if you’d like to find out any more about the Youth Club, ways to be involved or to sign-up
for the 50:50 draw.
New 50:50 Draw
We are delighted with how well the relaunch of the Youth Club has gone, and we now need to ask
for your help please as we need to raise funds to support the ongoing work on the club.
We’ve decided to launch a monthly 50:50 draw, tickets costing £2. The takings will be divided as:
➢

50% will go to support the Youth Club

➢

35% for the 1st prize

➢

10% for the 2nd prize

➢

5% for the 3rd prize.

The draw is open to anyone aged 16 and over. Details of the winning numbers will be published in
the Chronicle, on Facebook and on our website. Winners will be notified by email and prize
cheques awarded. Further details of the draw can be found on kenningtonyouthclub.com/5050draw.
If you are able to buy a ticket (or more than one), that would be fantastic! Tickets are £2 per month
or £24 annually. Tickets can be bought at the Youth Club itself on Wednesday evenings when we
meet at the club, or by giving one of the two forms (next page) to our Treasurer, Mark Horseman,
9 Manor Grove, OX1 5, telephone 01865 321569. If you would like any further copies of the form
or have any questions, please do contact us via kycdraw@gmail.com.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
22
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Participation in Kennington Youth Club’s 50:50 Draw
I ………………………………..………………… (name as should appear on winning cheque)
would like to purchase ………… (number of tickets) for the Kennington Youth Club 50:50 draw.
The address winning cheques should be sent to is ……………………………………………
………………………………..………………………………………..………………………
………………..………………………………………..………………………………………
Email Address to Send Electronic Ticket(s) to ……………………………………………….
Payment is by:
 by standing order
 enclosed a cheque for £………… (amount)
 enclosed cash for £…………...… (amount)
Signed: ………………………………..……………… Date: ………………………………...
Bank Standing order
The Manager ……………………
Your Bank PLC address …….………………………………………………………………………
…….………………………….………………………………………………………………………
Please pay to Kennington Venture Club, Kennington, Oxford at Lloyd’s Bank PLC, Carfax, Oxford
Sort code:- 77-23-01
Account number:- 00126966
the sum of £……………………
(…………………………………………………………………….……) [amount in words]
commencing on …………. (start date) and the same sum every month / quarter /year until further
notice.
This order cancels any previous instructions in favour of the above organization

Signed …………………………………………………… Date …………………………………

Address …………………….………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
My account name ……………………………… My account number……………………………
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KADS News
A big thank you to everyone who came to watch Beauty and the Beast! We hope that you
had as much fun in the audience as we did bringing the show to the stage. Thanks also go
to our friends and neighbours who helped out with front of house and backstage duties—
a real community spirit that we are incredibly grateful for.
We will let you know how much was raised in the collection for Ronald McDonald House Oxford
as soon as we have counted up all the donations. Thank you for your generous support of this
cause.
Our next production in May, Raising the Roof, is a showcase of songs from past shows, along with
sketches, dancing and more.
If you would like to join us onstage, or help out in other areas, we will be starting rehearsals on
Tuesday 20th at 7:30 p.m. in the Village Centre.
To stay updated with the latest information, follow us at facebook.com/Kenningtonads or visit
kenningtonads.co.uk.

Kennington Link WI
Our President opened the meeting by wishing everyone a “Happy New Year”. She thanked all who
had contributed to the collection of toiletries for women’s refuges in December and expressed her
pleasure in receiving the unexpected bouquet of flowers. WI Subscriptions were collected and
membership booklets distributed. The Resolution Voting Forms were gathered in. There was a
recent Group Meeting committee report.
We were pleased to welcome our friends Jean and David Holt, whose talk was entitled, “The Last
Five Cathedrals”. Having already seen most cathedrals in England and Wales, they decided to visit
the last of these impressive buildings and had come to describe them to us.
The first cathedral we saw was Birmingham, with an ornate tower and stunning stained glass
windows, some of which had been hidden down a Welsh coal mine during the war to avoid the
bombs. Next came Bangor, possibly the oldest cathedral in England and Wales, where David &
Jean experienced a great sense of peace and where Aled Jones was once a choir boy. At Newcastle
we were shown a magnificent old carving, which provided the altar with an impressive backdrop.
We learnt that Manchester has the widest Cathedral in the country but unfortunately it was partly
boarded off for restoration and so much of it was not open to visitors. Lastly we were taken to
Blackburn, a young cathedral with an attractive lantern tower and built in the same style as our own
St Swithun’s with a central altar.
It was a pleasure to be taken on this virtual tour round the cathedrals. We thank David and Jean for
a very knowledgeable and absorbing talk, and for the beautiful slides which helped to bring the
journey to life.
Next meeting will be the Founders’ Day Party on Wednesday 7 th. There will be a raffle, and
we look forward to an informative talk on Denman College.
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1st Kennington Guides
We finished last term with our Christmas sleepover. We enjoyed a visit to the
Story Museum, made our own
Christmas films and played some
festive games.
We are looking forward to starting
this term with the Clever Clogs
Challenge. The Guides will be
planning and carrying out some
engineering
themed
activities,
including making slime to learn
about non-Newtonian fluids.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14.
If you’d like to join in the fun,
please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.
More information, including
opportunities for girls outside of our
age range, can be found on our
website
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Kennington History Society
In December we were treated to a talk on “Rewriting History: Why disease has been more
important than wars, kings and politicians” by Eric Sidebottom.
The material was most thoroughly researched and well presented. It described, for example, how
the discovery of the New World led to an exchange of deadly diseases between the New and Old
Worlds, to the great detriment of the former. The talk was a little longer than usual, yet held our full
attention for the whole of the talk.
At the time of writing, we are looking forward to a talk by Tony Hadland called “Steam and Steel
in the Vale of White Horse”.
The meeting in February will be our AGM with presentations by members. The meeting will also
be asked to make a decision on the annual outing.
All meetings start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road. Free tea and coffee is
provide afterwards, though donations are invited.
Also see page 9.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com
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Kennington Open Gardens Day 2018
Calling all gardeners!
Do you have the kind of garden that other people enjoy being in? Have you got interesting ideas
about growing things and how to use a garden?
Here’s your opportunity to share your ideas and your enjoyment of gardening with other people!
As part of the celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Kennington Overseas Aid, we plan to run an
Open Gardens Day this year. The date is still up for discussion, but will probably be a Sunday at the
beginning of either June or July.
Recently KOA has organised this every three or four years, and it has always been a most enjoyable
village occasion.
If you think you might be interested in opening your garden in 2018, please contact Marilyn Farr on
01865 326519 or marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk. Your garden doesn’t have to be perfect. More
important are things like variety, interesting use of space, a welcoming atmosphere and the sense
that the garden is a well-loved place.

StepWatchers walking group for diabetes
A Vale of White Horse initiative to encourage people with diabetes to take more exercise
You might have noticed in January’s Chronicle an advert for StepWatchers. This is a new
programme aimed at encouraging people to walk to help to manage or prevent Type 2 diabetes.
Ashley Chapman (Participation Coordinator) Leisure services at the Vale of White Horse District
Council is meeting up monthly with a group of people who want to prevent or manage diabetes.
The group meets in the Tandem on the first Thursday of the month at 1 p.m. The idea is to get
people together to motivate each other to take exercise. You can get a pedometer from Ashley if you
would like to record your steps and gradually improve the number of steps you achieve each day.
The group might decide to walk together or you may prefer to walk alone. Either way you will soon
feel the benefits of walking to improve your health and well-being.
If you would like to join the new group, and are worried about a recent diagnosis of diabetes and
want to do something to help prevent the condition getting worse, get in touch with Ashley on
07717 714477 or ashley.chapman@southandvale.gov.uk.
We look forward to hearing from you whether diabetes is already a problem or you are keen to
prevent this health problem developing in future.
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 8th at 1 p.m. in the Tandem
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field
Join us on Saturday 24th in the Kennington Memorial Field for our winter
scrub bash. The session, which will be led by the Abingdon Green Gym, will be from 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. and we will meet by the pavilion at the end of Playfield Road.
No previous experience is necessary. Wear stout shoes or wellies and old clothes. Please bring
gardening gloves and secateurs or loppers if you have them. Other hand tools will be provided. We
will be cutting back the brambles and thorn scrub and having a big bonfire so there’s plenty to do to
suit all ages and abilities. We’d be delighted if you can join us for some good exercise outside in
convivial company.
For more information, contact info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk or phone Oxford Preservation Trust
on 01865 242918.
— Rachel Sanderson, r.sanderson@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Our next meeting
Wednesday 21st, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre
Illustrated talk by Marilyn Farr entitled, “Colourful Profusion—Flowers of Western Australia”.
Forthcoming events
Wednesday 21st March, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre
Please note that there is a change to our programme for March, as Geoff Hawkins has had to
cancel.
He will be replaced by Darren Lerigo, who will give a talk entitled, “What do I do with space?”
about going back to basics and using methods from around the world to improve cultivation.
Wednesday 18th April, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre
Talk by Robert Longstaff: “Growing vegetables in small spaces”
The programme for 2018–2019 will be distributed in February or March.
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
Free for children this month
Rhyme Time Monday 12th, 2:30–3 p.m.
Why not bring your under-school-aged children along to sing rhymes with us? Everyone is
welcome. The more the merrier!
Half term story & craft Wednesday 14th, 10:30–11:30 a.m.
All children (accompanied by an adult) welcome!
Story Time Wednesday 21st, 11–11:30 a.m.
All under-school-aged children welcome. Just come along and enjoy some stories!
For adults
Wednesday 7th: Coffee Talk given by HENRY WYMBS at 11 a.m.
Henry will talk about his life, and his autobiography A Wymbsical Life. An
account of his journey from humble beginnings in rural Ireland to Oxford
Thames Valley police officer to popular presenter of the BBC’s Irish Eye
radio programme.
Coffee served from 10:30 a.m.

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Exciting News! FOKL will present
A FESTIVAL OF ARTS
on Friday 20th and Saturday 21st April!
Peggy Seeger: Folk singer will sing and talk about her memoir First Time Ever
Korky Paul: Illustrator of Winnie the Witch
Confluence Collective: International Music, Dance and Poetry
Anne Granger: Best-selling crime author
Weimin He: Artist and calligrapher
Michael Smith: Author of Station X, The Debs of Bletchley Park, Six (a History of MI6), and more
Alex Wenham: International stone carver and sculptor

Full details from Kennington Library and on our website www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Tickets available from Kennington Library or chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.co.uk.
Buy in advance and save money!
For all the latest information, visit our web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman
Pamela Allen
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary
Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer
Hugh Fleming
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Scouts
Earning Badges: Learning About the World: Scouting
offers young people opportunities to take part in lots of
interesting activities, some adventurous and some not, but
still fun! Without doubt one of the things Cub Scouts enjoy most is earning
Badges and Challenge Awards, which they display on their uniforms.
Last term Adventure Cubs worked towards three very
different badges, all involving looking at different
aspects of life. Helping people around the world (the
Global Issues Badge); having fun with Nature (the
Naturalist Badge); and, importantly, challenging
themselves (the Personal Challenge Award).
As part of the Global Issues badge, the Cubs looked at several different
charities and how they were involved in activities both in the UK and
around the world and the different ways in which we can help and support
the charities and the work they do.
We asked the Cubs to look at what they might need to survive if a disaster,
e.g. flooding, overtook the area where they lived and destroyed homes and
buildings. With very little help from the leaders, each Six came up with an
excellent list of items including water carriers, tents, food and even a teddy
bear for young children! Doing this badge raised many questions, which led
to some interesting and thought provoking discussions.
For the Naturalist Badge, we hiked around Thrupp Lake. The Cubs saw lots of birds, interesting
plants and trees, even a pear tree! Many conkers which were rapidly collected.
We tackled the final part of the Naturalist Badge in a slightly unusual way. We gathered grasses,
leaves, cuttings from shrubs and some small plants. We spread these onto white sheets for each Six
to examine and see what they could find. The Cubs found an amazing amount of wildlife: spiders,
beetles, worms, tiny flies and sleepy ladybirds, webs and snail shells, as well as grass seeds and
tiny flowers. Safe to say the Cubs were better at handling the insects than the leaders! What
impressed us was the concern of the Cubs to ensure that all the insects were returned outside to
their natural habitat to ensure they were not harmed. It was a fascinating evening!
As our final badge last term, the Cubs started the Personal Challenge Award. To gain the award the
Cubs have to complete two challenges, one chosen by the leaders and one chosen by the Cubs and
their parents. A discussion between the Sixes to look at the types of challenges they could tackle
resulted in six charts with lots of ideas for possible challenges that the Cubs could consider.
The agreed challenges ranged from undertaking a 20 Km walk, cycle rides to Oxford, cooking
dinners, making cakes and bread (which the Cubs enjoyed eating), trying new vegetables, climbing
a mountain, not using the Xbox for a week—to name but a few! Some Cubs have already achieved
the award and the rest are working towards completing the challenges over the next month or so.
The Cubs have very much enjoyed both working for and gaining their badges and feel justifiably
proud as they complete their Challenge Award.
— Krys Daniels, Cub Scout Leader
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining, we have a waiting list
for kids, but space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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KOA
www.koa.org.uk
At the KOA meeting on 10th January,
the project chosen for our
50th Anniversary
which is also our final year is the one submitted by
TOOLS for Self Reliance
This project will empower young women and men in Northern Ghana to realise their potential, and
live healthier and more fulfilling lives. This will be achieved by:
➢

Improving opportunities: We will provide vocational training to 40 people, and support
them in establishing their own enterprises, enabling them to earn a sustainable income.

➢

Changing attitudes: We will carry out a school outreach project with 1,000 young people
focusing on early marriage and other issues like sexual health and gender based violence.
Although this project is primarily about female empowerment, we recognise the need to
explore and challenge existing attitudes of boys and men, so we will also work with them.
This year is the 100th anniversary of votes for
women, making this an apt choice for 2018!
Our fundraising will open with the popular Kids
for KOA concert.(date to be confirmed in the
March Chronicle). It will be great if this arena
that KOA created for Kennington children to
perform for the community can continue in
some form after KOA disbands. It was the
brilliant idea of former KOA treasurer David
Butler.
On Saturday 14th April in St Swithun’s church
hall, we hope to repeat last year’s successful
event From our Own Correspondent. Tickets
include supper and a non-alcoholic drink. You
are invited to bring your own bottle of wine or
beer to accompany the meal. This will be the
occasion on which KOA will celebrate the
projects we have funded. Old friends will
describe how this village has changed tens of
thousands of lives for the better by helping
people to help themselves. Tickets at £10 are
available from Sylvia Vetta (see below).
KOA’s final event will be on Saturday 29 th
September in the Village Centre. On this
Gala Night we will present the cheque of our
final fundraising to Tools for Self-Reliance.

Co-chairwoman
Co-chairwoman

Sylvia Vetta
Halcyon Leonard

07809 054969
01865 452783

sylviavetta@gmail.com
39

40

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

41

42

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£12
£70
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre
Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
Mon 5
Wed 7
Thu
8
Fri
9
Sat 10
Tue

13

Wed 14
Mon 19
Wed 21

Fri
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Tue
Wed
Mon
Wed
Tue

2
5
6
7
8
10
13
14
19
21
27

2 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
8 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
2 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

February
Festival Group
Kennington Link WI: Founders Day Party
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Cancer Fund Quiz
Oxford Ceilidh: Climax Band
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI
Festival Group
Kennington History Society
Short Service
K. Horticultural Society: Flowers of W. Australia

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre

8 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
8 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.

March
Kennington Cancer Fund Cheese & Wine
Festival Group AGM & Lunch
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh: Chalktown Band
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI
Kennington History Society
K. Horticultural Society: Planning & planting borders
Parish Council Planning

Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre

The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).

Index of Contents: page 3.
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