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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
We are now in March and looking forward to the end of March and Easter. Having left behind us
the joy and celebration of Christmas, we entered the quieter, reflective period of Lent in February—
purples, atonement, self-recognition and penitence.
Since Ash Wednesday in February, we have been spending time with Jesus in the desert, reminding
ourselves of the struggles that Jesus went through for 40 days before his ministry really started, and
our mission and the pain and trouble it can cause at times. We live through Holy Week (which starts
on Palm Sunday) and Maundy Thursday and the Last Supper, Good Friday and the excruciating
pain of the crucifixion, the silence of Easter Eve, and then, once again, we can glory and celebrate
the joy of the Risen Christ on Easter Sunday morning, as he breaks free of the tomb and overcomes
death, both for himself and for us. Church bells will ring joyfully throughout the land and
mountains of chocolate Easter eggs will be eaten.
But in the midst of all this we do have an earlier celebration this month. On 11 th March we celebrate
Mothering Sunday, a day when, traditionally, we return to the churches where we were baptised,
and in later years, young maids and apprentices were given the day off to go to visit their mothers.
For many of us, Mothering Sunday is a day to especially celebrate our mothers and give thanks for
all they have done for us. Unfortunately, for some this is not a day of celebration—they perhaps did
not know their mothers, or struggled with a relationship with them; and for others the loss of a child
brings back painful memories of grief and hurt. For some women, who, despite every medical
advance, have never been able to have children of their own, this is also a day of anguish. We hold
all these different emotions together as we celebrate Mothering Sunday in our churches. I do hope
that whatever your feelings about Mothering Sunday, you might be able to join us and find the
service helpful.
Easter is on its way: the celebration of new life; spring; warm sunshine; and quite a few babies
being born in the next month or so. Easter is the most important festival in the Christian calendar.
Without Easter, there is no point to Christmas, no resurrection, no eternal life. But knowing that
there is, and that Christ died for us and rose again in order to make it so, is the greatest hope we can
ever wish for.
In the meanwhile, there is much to look forward to and there will be Easter service information
follows. I do hope you will be able to join us at some of our services, where you will be MOST
welcome.
Wishing you a continued Holy Lent and a very Happy Easter.
Blessings and prayers,
— Rev Glynis Beckett
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Services in March
Sun 4th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
th

Sun 11

Mothering Sunday
9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

Sun 18th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in the
Church Hall
Sun 25th Palm Sunday
9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

Communion Services
Mon 26th 7 p.m.
St Swithun’s, Kennington
th
Tue 27 7 p.m.
St Leonard’s, Sunningwell
Wed 28th 7 p.m.
St James, Radley
th
Thu 29 7 p.m.
Maundy Thursday, Kennington
Fri 30th Good Friday
10:30 a.m.Service
11:15 a.m. Walk of Witness from the War
Memorial
12 noon Service at the Methodist Church

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m. except for the 29th.
The Little Lambs this month will be on Wednesdays 7th and 21st. Doors open 9:15 a.m.
Women’s World Day of Prayer Friday 2nd at 2 p.m. in St Swithun’s—everybody very welcome.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
This month Messy Church will be on Sunday 18th. The doors open for Messy Church at
9:30 a.m. and usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have breakfast—cereals,
toast, croissants, pain au chocolat, etc., and then feel free to wander around and see the
activities or join in a discussion if you want to, all very relaxed. Adults and children of all
ages can enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to explore Bible stories and to reflect a God
of creativity. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see how it works. You would be very
welcome.
Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service, come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
Prayer on Saturday 17th (and every third Saturday): There is an opportunity to spend some time
praying for the proposed new housing developments and for our communities. At 9:30 a.m. every
third Saturday at St James Church, Radley.
Lent Course—Cake, Death and Brahms.
Everyone is welcome to attend some or all our Lent discussions.
Kennington Church Hall 1:30–3 p.m. Tuesdays 6th, 13th and 20th.
Radley Church 7:30–9 p.m. Thursdays 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner, which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
Services in March
4th 10:30 a.m. LENT 3. We welcome Joanna Tulloch, from Headington, to lead our Morning
Worship.
11th 10:30 a.m. LENT 4 (Mothering Sunday), Mike Trinder, from Kidlington, leads our
Morning Worship.
18th 10:30 a.m. LENT 5 (Passion Sunday). Our Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, leads
our Morning Worship. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy
Communion.
25th 10:30 a.m. LENT 6 (Palm Sunday). We welcome Dr Simon Blainey from Botley, to lead
our service of Alternative Worship.
30th 10:30 a.m. Good Friday. United Service in St. Swithun’s Parish Church.
11:15 a.m. Walk of Christian Witness leaves the War Memorial.
12 noon United Service in the Methodist Church.
Other activities
The Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group. All details from Dilys Cale on
01865 739774. This group is open to everyone.
Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 21st at 10:30 a.m. This is
an informal service beginning with a hymn, a reading from the Bible to see how its message can
apply to us today. Lastly, there are prayers for our community and the world. All are welcome.
Coffee Morning Tuesday 13th in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new?
You will be most welcome. The February Coffee Morning raised £83.70.
Our April Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 10th April at 10 a.m.
Hiring a room at the church
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
5
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Walking for well-being with Kennington Strollers
Kennington Strollers has teamed up with the new Stepwatchers, a Vale of White Horse
initiative to encourage people with type 2 diabetes to walk for exercise.
Ashley Chapman, Participation co-ordinator, Leisure Services (VOWH) has been meeting with
people who have type 2 diabetes. Walking has been proven to help in the management of this
common condition.
Walking can also help to prevent the condition worsening, or developing in the first place,
especially if you haven’t done any exercise for some time.
Between May and September Kennington Strollers will offer their usual programme of ten short
walks around the Playing field at Playfield Road. Walks will happen twice a month (first and third
Thursdays at 2 p.m.). The dates will be advertised on posters around the village in April.
Ashley and Rosemary are joining forces to hopefully meet the exercise needs of people with type 2
diabetes who don’t usually take much exercise. Others with long term health or mobility problems
are still very welcome to join the short walks.
“We have five volunteers involved in Kennington
Strollers who can provide support and encouragement
to exercise through walking. We have been offering
our short walks for the last six years, and usually get
8–10 people come along to walk around the playing
field. If you have recently had a diagnosis of type 2
diabetes, and the doctor has suggested that you might
benefit by taking more exercise, then Kennington
Strollers is a good place to get started. You can do as
many or as few laps as you want, building up stamina
gradually over the ten week programme of walks.
Ashley can provide a pedometer if you want to
monitor your steps, or just count the laps round the
playing field gradually increasing the number of laps
and quickening your pace over the ten weeks.
Simple!”
Over the next two months, please contact Ashley to join Stepwatchers. They meet up monthly on
first Thursday of the month, at 1 p.m. in the Tandem.
Then come along to Kennington Strollers starting in May. We are a friendly sociable walking
group, and walking might just help you to manage type 2 diabetes, or any other long term health
problem that responds to exercise.
To express your interest, contact Rosemary, Coordinator for Kennington Strollers, on
07955 897074 or gardneraldgate@outlook.com.
To find out more about Stepwatchers, contact Ashley on 07717 714477 or
Ashley.chapman@southandvale.gov.uk.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will be continuing their rehearsals of Brahms’s
Requiem and Vivaldi’s Gloria this month.
The concert will be in Exeter College Chapel in Oxford on Sunday 15 th April at 3 p.m. All details
are available on 01865 735885.

Kennington railway station
Once upon a time, there used to be a
Kennington railway station.
It is anticipated that a new Cowley station
will open, and some people were wondering
if there was an interest in reopening or
recreating the Kennington railway station.
You can find more information on
Kennington Connected at
http://bit.ly/2018-kennington-railway-station
A brief survey has been created to find out
what level of interest there might be. If you
wish to register your interest or otherwise,
please visit http://bit.ly/2018-kennington-railway-survey

The old Kennington Junction

KADS News
Now that the dust has settled on panto season, we are preparing for our next production
Raising the Roof. We have had to move the show dates to early June, so look out for
further updates here in the Chronicle, on our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS or on our website kenningtonads.co.uk.
Raising the Roof will be a musical showcase packed with sketches and songs from past shows, and
much, much more. If you'd like to get involved, come along to the Village Centre on a Tuesday
evening from 7:30 p.m.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Kennington Scouts
Scouts Speak for themselves
Since the Scout Troop’s last report, we have been very busy and have enjoyed a
number of outdoors activities. At the Midnight Exercise, teams of Scouts tested their teamwork to
tackle a number of challenges, and then camped overnight, before a very welcome hot breakfast.
Several of the Scouts were keen to attend the selection weekend in the hope of being offered one of
the limited places to attend the next World Jamboree in 2019; the Scouts were all keen to be
considered, and it is a great credit to them the pleasure and support they are showing for the one of
their number who was successful, despite their own disappointments. On a cold Friday evening the
Troop took part in the District Game. Great fun was had by all, running through the woods in the
dark with torches! We have also hiked in the dark using maps and compasses to find our way back
to HQ. In January the Patrol Leaders and their Assistants spent a weekend trying new activities
while learning about leadership to equip them with the skills to help the younger Scouts grow into
these roles.
We thought that it would be nice to hand over to the Scouts for some of this report. Below we share
with you what they enjoy about being a Scout and what some of our newer members are looking
forward to during their time in the Troop.
“I’m looking forward to getting badges and going on camps and having lots of fun at Scouts. I’m
really looking forward to getting my Chief Scout’s Gold Award.” — Max, 10
“Scouts, a short word for fantastic, adventurous, unstoppable and crazy. I have been part of the
Scouting movement since I was six and haven’t stopped. My personal favourite activity is camping,
at places familiar or not. It doesn’t matter where or what we do—it’s fantastic.” — Adam, 12
“I enjoy going on camps, such as Aqua Camp. I enjoy activities around Kennington and going on
walks. It’s also fun when we do end-of-term activities such as sailing and ice skating.” — Matty, 12
“At Scouts, I like Robot Wars because it’s so fun. Also I get so many opportunities to do new and
exciting things.” — Oscar, 12
“At Scouts we learn to make friends and new skills that we never even knew existed and could do
ourselves. I never even knew you could get that much out of a Monday night.” — Oli, 12
“I love camping, as I am (relatively) independent. One of my more memorable experiences is going
to Aqua Camp; it was incredible fun.” — Matty, 12
“At Scouts I enjoy going on camps at different places like Youlbury and other locations; my
favourite camp was OxonJam.” — James, 11
“This year at Scouts I have enjoyed all of the camps we have been on, enjoyed all of the camp
games that we played, and working towards badges, e.g. the Midnight Challenge and Capture the
flag.” — Matteo, 10
“Scouts is a fun place to make new friends. We do great activities with learning aspects and
games.” — Tom, 12
“I am looking forward to the camps and getting different badges at Scouts.” — Sam, 12
— Matthew Rylatt - Scout Leader
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining, we have a waiting list
for kids, but space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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Kennington Festival Group
Well, I missed putting in a report last month. I wonder how many of you noticed!
We have celebrated Mrs Keep’s 103rd birthday and one or two other naughty ones.
And sad goodbyes to two others who will be missed by us.
One of our committee members. June Arif, has been involved in a nasty car accident, a head-on
collision with the other driver at fault trying to jump the traffic lights. We wish her a speedy
recovery from her serious injuries and hope to see her soon.
We are looking forward to a lunch followed by the AGM on 5th March.
And meetings on Monday 19th March and 2nd April… yes, we are meeting on Easter Monday, as not
everyone goes away or has family to visit.
Why not come and join us? If you are over 60 and would like spend a couple of hours’ social gettogether with friendly people.
If you have mobility problems we have some very nice volunteer drivers.
For more information please contact me on mdbiggs@virginmedia.com, 01865 730353 or
07540 755711.
— Margaret Biggs

1st Kennington Guides
We started this term with the Clever Cogs Challenge. The Guides have been
planning and carrying out some engineering-themed activities, including
creating slime to learn about non-Newtonian fluids, building volcanoes,
making lava lamps and trying some signalling. We also enjoyed a
Money Minds session from Yorkshire Building Society, learning
about planning and budgeting for a holiday.
One our Guides attended the ‘Once
Upon A Time’ County BP Adventure
Weekend. The group examined a variety
of children’s picture books, looking at
how the illustrations and words worked
together to tell the story, and then
produced their own books. They braved
the snow to travel into Oxford to look at
some literary sights and to visit the Story Museum, dressing up for the
Talking Throne, relaxing on the bean bags for some Mr Men
appreciation, enjoying some down time on the story bed and making
videos of their favourite film moments.
Our current project is creating pre-school activity packs to sell at the Girlguiding Tabletop Sale in
the Village Centre on Saturday 10th. Please come and visit our stall!
We are looking forward to our Thinking Day celebrations with Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
from the Abingdon area, as well as our ‘Fantastic Beasts’ end of term sleepover.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
16
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
Free for children this month
Rhyme Time: Monday 12th, 2:30–3 p.m. Why not bring your under-school-aged children along to
sing rhymes with us? Everyone is welcome. The more the merrier!
Story Time: Wednesday 21st, 11–11:30 a.m. All under-school-aged children are welcome; just
come along and enjoy some stories!
And for adults…
Wednesday 7th: Coffee Talk at 11 a.m. Coffee served from 10:30 a.m. A welcome
return to historical novelist Carol McGrath. Carol will talk about her new
publication, The Woman in the Shadows, a 16th century fictitious account of the life
of Elizabeth Cromwell, wife of Thomas Cromwell, later Henry VIII’s chancellor.
Do join us!
Don’t forget: A Festival of Arts
Friday 20th and Saturday 21st April!
Peggy Seeger, famous folk singer, Friday 20th April 7:30–9 p.m.
Saturday 21st April the library will be open ALL DAY and…
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Korky Paul with Winnie the Witch: 10:15–11:15 a.m.
Marissa da Luna. popular Kennington author: 10:15–11 a.m.
Michael Smith Bletchley Park: 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Confluence Collected Music and Dance: 11:45 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
Sylvia Vetta, China and the Stars Art Movement: 1:30–2:30 p.m.
Ann Granger, best-selling crime author: 1:45–2:45 p.m.
Sylfest Muldal, Wildlife in Kennington: 2:45–3:15 p.m. plus walk
Alex Wenham, stone carver and sculptor: 2:45–3:30 p.m.
Weimin He, artist and calligrapher: 3:15–4 p.m.
PLUS Children’s Activities, lunch, hot drinks, etc.
PLEASE SUPPORT US!

Full details from Kennington Library and on our website www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Tickets available from Kennington Library or chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Buy in advance and save money!
Follow us on Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary
Save the Date: FOKL’s AGM will be on Friday 27th April at 7:30 p.m.
Thank you to all who have renewed their subscriptions in response to reminders. If you are
one of the few who haven't done so, we look forward to hearing from you shortly.
01865 730763 — kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman
Pamela Allen
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary
Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer
Hugh Fleming
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Good Neighbours
Celebrating 50 years of volunteering in Kennington
Were you ever one of the volunteers?
Were you (or your Mum or your Granny) the person who was the first point of contact for your
neighbours who needed support or help?
Did you ever deliver the village list or Yours magazine in your neighbourhood?
Did you help with the summer holiday activities for children?
Please get in touch with me!
If you would like make a difference in 2018, why don’t you volunteer to be a driver to take those
without transport to local Hospitals and amenities, or maybe you would like to visit a lonely person.
Please ring me.
Or, if you would like someone to visit you, please ring me.
If you need transport, please ring Dilys Cale on 01865 739774.
If you would like to join our committee, we meet about 4 times a year, so please get in touch.
For any other information or help, please contact me!
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com or via Kennington Connected

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Exposure to nature
Time spent in gardens, parks and countryside and amongst wildlife itself can help most people’s
mental well-being. Research carried out by King’s College London, landscape architects J&L
Gibbons, and art foundation Nomad Projects, claims that if we experience an interaction with
nature, it will improve a person’s mental well-being. The research found “significant immediate”
benefits associated with trees, the sky and birdsong. It claimed that the benefits lasted for several
hours.
The paper, Urban Mind: Using Smartphone Technologies to Investigate the impact of Nature on
Mental Well-being in Real Time”, has been published in the journal BioScience.
The research suggests that nature could be especially beneficial to those individuals who are at risk
of poor mental health. It’s a low-cost activity, and if aimed at urban populations, I feel that it could
make an impact. This study shows the value of academic and non-academic researchers coming
together to make tangible real-world benefits.
Businesses and companies are starting to improve staff well-being via access to outdoor spaces and
interactions with nature.
I’m sure that we could have told them stepping out into our own gardens or local park has
measurable and immeasurable benefits, but at least they are now listening.
Don’t underestimate the impact on our minds and bodies from time we spend out there in the
wildlife garden. Wildlife gardens give us so much in return for our care and time.
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Saying goodbye…
The Kennington Chronicle is sad to say goodbye to its long-term Treasurer,
Doreen Horseman, who unfortunately passed away in February.
Doreen did an exceptional job of running our finances, as well as being involved
in other areas of the village over the years. She will be sorely missed.

Thames District Guides Tabletop Sale
Only a few days to our Tabletop Sale.
Saturday 10th, 10 a.m.–12 noon
Kennington Village Centre
Tables at £5 are still available—reserve from Liz on 01865 730053 or Margaret on 01865 730353.
Chat to your friends over some Fairtrade refreshments, buy a homemade cake or some raffle tickets
and pick up some bargains.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Kennington Link WI
Our Founder’s Day Party was celebrated with a mouth-watering cream tea and a
delicious birthday cake, expertly made by Margaret Young. We were very pleased to
welcome Maureen Palma and Jean Holt from the evening Institute, and we hope that
they enjoyed the afternoon.
Sadly our speaker from Denman College was unable to be with us, but the extra social time was put
to good use as we attempted a light-hearted quiz involving famous people and their ages—we
weren’t very knowledgeable but it was good fun!
A plentiful amount of goodies on the raffle table guaranteed a lively trade and everybody went
home with at least one prize.
The President had earlier opened the meeting and directed us through a small amount of business
matters. The Treasurer gave a satisfying financial report and reminded us that a collection for
ACWW will be take place next month.
As the afternoon drew to a close the President thanked all who had helped and contributed to a
happy and successful birthday party.
The next meeting is on Wednesday 7th March, This will be the ANNUAL MEETING.
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Evolve, adapt, survive!

On 1st February, Hazel Class went on a school trip to the Oxford Museum of Natural History. We
went to discover and explore more about evolution. After quite a bit of hustle and bustle getting
everything ready for our outing, we eventually hopped on the bus at 11:30 a.m. and headed into
Oxford. It took quite a while to get there, but when we pushed open the large wooden doors we
knew it was going to be worth it. We were instantly hit by the sight of a massive T-Rex skeleton
and two bears that you can touch. They were surprisingly soft and didn’t look as ferocious at all. In
fact, one of the bears looked like Paddington Bear!
First, we went into a seminar room to learn about evolution. The room was covered with various
weird and wonderful specimens including birds, reptiles and lots of fossils. We learnt about how
Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace developed the theory of evolution through natural
selection. Chris, our instructor, was very funny and pretended to gobble some of us up when he
demonstrated how natural selection works!
We learnt lots about different animals by examining and
holding real specimens. We learnt how polar bears are adapted
to keep warm in temperatures as low as -40°C. We were able
to handle a real polar bear paw and we were surprised that
even if you blow on the hair on the paw, it doesn’t move
because it is so thick and wiry! We also learnt about squirrel
adaptations. Did you know that they have whiskers on their
tummy and feet as well as their face? This helps them to know
exactly where they are so that they can run very quickly on
trees without missing a branch.
Once we had refreshed our knowledge of evolution, we looked
deeper into other interesting artefacts. We saw the most bizarre
model specimen that we have ever seen—it was a Tiktaalik. This is our great great, great, great,
great, great (and so on) ancestor. It is also the ancestor for all animals with backbones. It looked
like a cross between a shark, a lizard and a fish!
Next, we headed off into the museum on an iPad trail to find different objects and animals. The trail
included informational videos featuring Steve Backshall (the presenter of the CBBC show Deadly
60). We watched the videos carefully and then answered questions on the information we had been
given. We were shown a map with directions to the next location in the museum. It was difficult
finding all of the amazing creatures, but we persevered and it was well worth it. The most
fascinating video was about the Ichthyosaurus, a marine reptile that lived in the Jurassic period
along with other dinosaurs.
Overall it was a brilliant and informative day. We would definitely recommend a trip to the
museum, especially if you are interested in learning more about evolution.
— Hazel Class (Year 5)
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Kennington Youth Club
Community, Cooking, and Kombat
The Youth Club continues to run a varied and active programme. We finished
January with a quiz on life in the village organised by Helen, one of our
volunteers. Great questions about where different clubs meet, what is
available, and much more. It was a great chance to ask questions to the staff
and look at the posters in noticeboards around the hall. Audrey, another of
our volunteers, led an early pancake evening. The results were flipping
fantastic.
On 7th February, we ended the term with a trip to Laser Kombat next to the Kassam Stadium. We
were treated really well, having two huge teams of players, supper, and some amazing scores from
the young people. We took a break for half term but met as normal on Wednesday 21 st and 28th
February. We have three sessions in March, all 7–8:30 p.m. in the Youth Club building (next to the
Health Centre). We’re hoping to have a weekend activity too!
Adult Support
Our Chair, Jenny Forder, and Treasurer, Mark Horseman, were at the Apple Café on Thursday 1 st
February. This was a chance to meet and talk through opportunities available at the club. We are
always looking for more adult volunteers, and we can offer comprehensive training if you are
interested. They were also on hand to sign people up to the new 50:50 draw.
New 50:50 Draw
Do you want to win some money? For just £2 per ticket, you could win in our new 50:50 draw. The
takings will be divided as follows.
➢

50% to support the Youth Club

➢

35% for the 1st prize

➢

10% for the 2nd prize

➢

5% for the 3rd prize

The draw is open to anyone aged 16 and over, and full details can be found on our website
kenningtonyouthclub.com/5050draw.
Website
On that last note, have you seen our new website kenningtonyouthclub.com? We have lots of
information on there about what we are up to, what the club does and how it operates, and how you
can get involved if you’d like to, from regular weekly evenings to doing things behind the scenes,
to just donating.
Future Plans
Fantastic photographer? Keen crafter? Great gardener? Our programme of activities is already full
up until Easter, but maybe you have a skill that you’d like to share with the group. If so, we’d love
to hear from you as we are keen to offer the members as many opportunities as we can, especially if
it involves local groups.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Kennington Open Gardens Day 2018
Calling all gardeners!
Do you have the kind of garden that other people enjoy being in? Have you got interesting ideas
about growing things and how to use a garden?
Here’s your opportunity to share your ideas and your enjoyment of gardening with other people.
As part of the celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Kennington Overseas Aid, we plan to run an
Open Gardens Day on Sunday 1st July. Recently, KOA has organised this every three or four years,
and it has always been a most enjoyable village occasion.
We are also considering having a ‘Front Garden Trail’ of interesting and well-kept front gardens as
part of the event. So if you would prefer not to open your whole garden, but are happy to have your
front garden flagged as one to be viewed from the pavement, we would be delighted to hear from
you.
If you think that you might be interested in opening your garden in 2018, please contact Marilyn
Farr on 01865 326519 or marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk. Your garden doesn’t have to be perfect.
More important are things like variety, interesting use of space, a welcoming atmosphere and the
sense that the garden is a well-loved place.

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Potholes
The recent repairs along Kennington Road have now been completed, and further repairs have been
timetabled for the future. The best way to report potholes to Oxfordshire County Council is on the
Fix My Street website at https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk. Alternatively, you can email
highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk or call 08453 101 11 11.
Best Kept Garden Competition
The Best Kept Garden competition (page 25) will be running again this year, with judging taking
place on Friday 13th and Saturday 14th July. There is no need to enter—all front gardens will be
judged from the road.
Grants
At its February meeting, the council granted £90 to Kennington Strollers to support their walks in
summer 2018. A grant of £200 was awarded to 1 st Kennington Guides to support their participation
in the Abingdon Division Guides trip to Switzerland in August 2018. The council also granted £200
to Kennington Youth Club, which has recently re-opened.
Dates of Council Meetings: March
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
Playing Fields Committee
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Thursday 8th
Tuesday 6th & 27th
Wednesday 14th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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Kennington History Society
Last month in January we had an excellent talk by Tony Hadland called, “Steam and Steel in the
Vale of White Horse.” The subject was the rise and subsequent decline of the manufacture of
agricultural equipment and machinery in the Wantage area during the 19th and 20th centuries. It was
meticulously researched and well received.
In February we have our AGM when short talks will be given by three of the members. We will
also decide where to go on the annual outing in September. Coventry is a possible destination.
In March we will have a talk called, “1918—with our backs to the wall—on to Armistice day,” by
David Holt. David has given many talks over the years and they have all been excellent, so we look
forward to this one. All talks start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church. All are welcome and nonmembers are charged £2.50. There is free coffee and tea afterwards though donations are welcome.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Friends of St Swithun’s School
As everyone knows, Harry and Megan are getting married on Saturday
19th May this year. If you haven’t secured an invite to the wedding of the
year, don’t despair! FOSS proudly invites you to share the big day with us at
St Swithun’s School May Fair!
To celebrate the Royal Wedding, we’ll be hosting the best street party this
side of Windsor, with special stalls filled with majestic sparkle and the
chance to enjoy a royal tea fit for any king or queen. There will be entertainment from local clubs
and performers, our ever-popular BBQ, plus a licensed bar serving real ale, Pimms, and Prosecco,
so you can toast the happy couple in style. Our fantastic Royal Tombola offers the chance to win
amazing prizes, plus there’s fun to be had on the test-your-strength machine, bouncy castle, whack
a rat, and more. The bunting will be fluttering, and the Union Jacks waving, so get the date in your
diary and head to St Swithun’s school between 12 noon and 3 p.m. to join the party!
As you can tell, we’re already rather excited by the thought of the approaching Spring! To welcome
it in, we’re hosting a Spring Disco, which will be held on Friday 9th March in the KS2 hall at the
school. Reception and Key Stage 1 children can dance their socks off from 6 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.,
and tickets are £3.50 in advance or £4 on the door, with the price including a drink and snack. The
Key Stage 2 kids hit the dance floor from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., and tickets are £3 in advance or
£3.50 on the door, with sweets and drinks available to buy. Tickets are on sale after school from
Monday 5th to Wednesday 7th, and will also be available to purchase from the school office, or by
contacting us at friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com. As always, there will be a range of flashing disco
novelties to buy, and all profits go direct to the school to fund projects that benefit every child, so
get your dancing shoes on!
In case the adults feel like they’re missing out, we have our FOSS AGM on Monday 19th, in the
Food Tech Room at the school, at 7:30 p.m. for an 8 p.m. start. Come along and enjoy a glass of
wine to help celebrate our most successful year yet, and hear about our plans for the future. All are
welcome, so please do join us!
Finally, on Tuesday 27th, the Easter Bunny is invading St Swithun’s, with the return of our popular
Easter Egg Tombola. Come along to the Key Stage 1 playground after school to grab your tickets
for a chance to win a delicious chocolate egg!
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
If you have been getting on the bus into or out of Oxford at the same time as one of our
classes recently, thank you very much for your patience, on what you had probably
hoped would have been a quiet and peaceful journey. As you will see on page 24, our
journalists this month are from Miss Caswell’s Year 5 pupils in Hazel Class. There are many
interesting facts in their article, which shows what a fascinating time they had on their recent trip
into Oxford. How lucky we are to be so close to the wonderful cultural opportunities offered by
both Oxford and Abingdon! It truly helps us to be able to offer the children a rich and varied
curriculum.
We are now well into the season of Lent. This year at St Swithun’s School, we are ‘doing Lent’ a bit
differently. For the forty days of Lent, we have encouraged the whole school community to take
part in forty simple acts of generosity, which challenges us to ‘do Lent generously’ in 2018.
Traditionally, many people mark Lent by giving something up, but what if we could do more than
that? What if Lent was a preparation for a lifetime of big-heartedness? Small acts of generosity,
carried out by thousands of people across the UK and beyond, have the power to make a big change
to our communities and, ultimately, to our world.
The idea is simple: during the period of Lent, as a whole school, we give something back, not give
something up. It is a way of encouraging us all to be more outward-looking and generous in our
community. We will let you know the extent to which we were successful!
With best wishes for a peaceful Lent and a happy Easter from all of us at St Swithun’s,
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher

Looking for adopters
Last year adoption charity Parents And Children Together helped to
transform the lives of 82 children by finding them their forever
families. PACT offers outstanding Ofsted-rated adoption services to
families across the South East, and is a leading independent adoption charity in the country.
With more than 2,000 children waiting to be adopted, PACT specialises in finding secure and
loving homes for priority children who can be harder to place and often face the longest wait for
their forever family. These include children over four years old, in sibling groups of two or three, of
BME heritage or with additional needs.
PACT welcomes adopters from all backgrounds, including those of black and minority ethnic
heritage and from the LGBT community.
The charity holds regular adoption information events in Reading, led by a social worker, and
include a talk from someone who has adopted through PACT. There is chance to ask questions and
talk informally to adoption staff. PACT’s information events are free to attend but you do need to
book a place by calling 0300 456 4800.
For more information about adopting with PACT call 0300 456 4800, see www.pactcharity.org or
email enquiries@pactcharity.org.
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KOA
www.koa.org.uk
The programme of events is now almost settled, so here are some dates for your diaries:
➢

Saturday 14th April: From our Own Correspondent. Tickets £10 (available from Sylvia,
see below) include supper and a soft drink (BYO alcoholic drinks). We will be hearing from
projects KOA has funded in the past and the impact that our fundraising has made.

➢

Saturday 28th April: Kids for KOA. Christian Bradley is joining forces with Pat Aitken’s
Wind Band in a concert performed by Kennington’s children in the Village Centre at 5 p.m.

➢

Sunday 10th June: Fun Run

➢

Saturday 16th June: Fête

➢

Sunday 1st July: Open Gardens

➢

Monday 30th July to Saturday 18th August: The KOA shop

➢

Sunday 9th September: Church service celebrating 50 years of KOA & Good Neighbours

➢

Saturday 29th September: Event in the Village Centre

Tools for Self Reliance: Our charity
for this year refurbishes tools and
sewing machines, which are sent out
to Africa to help equip apprentices.
Many of you will remember the
successful collection that we made in
2011. We hope to do the same this
year. There is a list of what is (and is
not) needed which we can give you
and which we will put on the KOA
website. Singer sewing machines
and electric ones in good working
order are much in demand. If you
would like to donate or want more
details please contact Halcyon
(contact below).
Past Project Report
We have received a report from Standing Voice about the work done in Tanzania with the albino
community with money raised by KOA.
“As I have said to you all on numerous occasions, we feel deeply indebted to KOA for all you have
done for Standing Voice since we first met back in 2015. The impact that KOA and the village of
Kennington has had on our young charity has been transformational and we cannot thank you
enough.”
Kennington should feel really proud.
Co-chairwoman
Co-chairwoman

Sylvia Vetta
Halcyon Leonard

07809 054969
01865 452783

sylviavetta@gmail.com
halcyon.leonard@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Wednesday 21st March, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre
Please note there is a change of speaker as Geoff Hawkins has had to cancel. He will be replaced by
Darren Lerigo, who will give a talk entitled, “What do I do with this space?” This talk is about
going back to basics using methods to improve cultivation.
April sees the start of our new programme for 2018–19. Collectors are now out and about
distributing the new programme and schedules for 2018–19. Our new programme commences on…
Wednesday 18th April, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre
Talk by Robert Longstaff entitled, “Growing vegetables in small spaces.” Members £2, nonmembers £3. Complementary refreshments.
And coming soon:
Saturday 5th May. Plant sale St Swithun’s Church grounds 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
Saturday 19th May. Coach outing to Lullingstone Castle and World Garden.
Full details and booking arrangements at the March talk and in the April Chronicle.

Kennington Women’s Institute
On a wet, wintry evening, it was a pleasure to listen to our speaker, Linda
Andrews, talking about her collection of Hats. Each of us donned a hat,
and Linda told us fascinating things about each and every one.
Did you know that the Panama hat has a black band to commemorate the
death of Queen Victoria? Or that there was a Mr Stetson who invented
the Stetson hat? Our President was wearing a white Stetson, which
should only to be worn at the Calgary Stampede.
What about the Pith helmets? They are made from the pith of a particular tree from North Vietnam
and were actually white. However, the British army, during the Boer War, needed something more
camouflaged so the soldiers dipped their hats in tea! We learnt about Ascot hats, top hats and even
the Fez.
After a much-needed cup of tea, Linda Pedersen had organised a quiz for us. This caused much
laughter, noise and competitiveness. The team winners all won prettily-wrapped prizes.
Do come along to our next meeting, which is on Wednesday 14 th at 7:15 p.m. in the Village Centre.
You will be sure of a warm welcome.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£12
£70
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre
Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
Fri
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat

2
5
6
7
8

8 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
8 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
10 a.m.–12 noon
7:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
7:15 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
12 noon

10

Tue 13
Wed 14
Mon 19
Wed 21
Tue

27

Fri

30

Mon 2 2 p.m.
Wed 4 2:15 p.m.
Tue 10 10 a.m.
Wed 11 7:15 p.m.
Thu 12 7:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
Mon 16
7:45 p.m.
Tue 17 8 p.m.
Wed 18 7:30 p.m.
Wed 25 7 p.m.
2–4 p.m.
Sat 28
5 p.m.
Mon 30 12:30 p.m.

March
Kennington Cancer Fund Cheese & Wine
Festival Group AGM & Lunch
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Meeting
Guides Tabletop Sale
Oxford Ceilidh: Chalktown Band
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI
Festival Group
Kennington History Society
Short Service
K. Horticultural Society: Planning & planting borders
Parish Council Planning
United Service
Walk of Christian Witness
United Service

Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church
from War Memorial
Methodist Church

April
Festival Group Easter meeting
Kennington Link WI
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting
Festival Group
Kennington History Society
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Horticultural Society
Annual Parish Council Meeting
St Swithun’s Church Tabletop Sale
Kids for KOA Concert
Festival Group Lunch

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

The Kennington Chronicle is still looking for a new Editor.
If you might be interested in this important role, please contact the Editor.
Contact details on page 43.
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