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The Chronicle needs a new Editor

After 35 years and more than 380 editions, The Kennington Chronicle
needs a new editor.

Our  current  editor  is  stepping
down  after  15  years,  and
without  someone  coming
forward,  the  Chronicle  will
soon have to  begin the wind-
down  process  before  ceasing
publication altogether.

Kennington will then lose this valuable magazine for getting updates
from our village and our community and finding local businesses. We
can offer full training, including shadowing and mentoring during the
handover,  and  to  meet  reasonable  expenses  incurred  including  any
computer requirements.

No previous experience is necessary, just enthusiasm for keeping this
important publication going.

If you would be interested in a no-obligation chat, please contact our
chairman, Roger Dennett, on 07837 191893.
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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

robertglenny@gmail.com 01235 554739
Katie North (Admin) rsk.benefice@gmail.com 07770 917466

Associate Clergy
Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
Rev Peter Stanway 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall 9:25 a.m.
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590
St Swithun’s Guild 4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 p.m.
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group) 9:30 a.m.
3rd Sunday Messy Church in Church 9:25 a.m.

Morning Prayer in Church Hall 9:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday only Evening Service 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays Communion 10:30 a.m.
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR..........................................................................................................999
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO C7255 Zack Earl............................................101
NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk....................................................111
Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk...................01865 730911
Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)................................................khcppg@gmail.com
Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
Village Centre Bookings......peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.........07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)..............................01235 422422
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults) .........................................................................0800 317802
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.......bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209
What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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Beginnings (in May?)

Everything starts somewhere, though many physicists disagree. But people have always been dimly
aware of the problem with the start of things. They wonder how the snowplough driver gets to
work, or how the maker of dictionaries look up the spelling of words. — Terry Pratchett

According to the Big Bang theory, the universe began by ‘exploding’ from a hot super-dense state.
— Patrick Moore

There are many months we always remember in terms of beginnings: January for the New Year,
April  for the tax year,  September for the school year.  May, however,  is  not  a month normally
associated with the beginning of things. Yet it was the start of life for John Wayne, Sigmund Freud,
Johannes Brahms, Salvador Dali, John F Kennedy, and Clint Eastwood, among others.

May was also the month of Charles Lindbergh’s first solo crossing of the Atlantic (1927), the first
Chelsea Flower Show (1939), the first of 617 Squadron’s  Dambusters raids with their bouncing
bomb (1943),  the Comet airliner’s  first  commercial  jet  flight (1952),  and when Alan Shepherd
became the first American astronaut in space (1962).

It was also the beginning of the Church. It was in May, seven weeks exactly after Jesus rose from
the dead on Easter Day, when the Holy Spirit came upon the first disciples as they gathered in the
Upper Room. They went forth from there to preach the message, and the rest is history—including
the presence of St Swithun’s Church in our village today.

It was the beginning of faith for a young man who had also been born in May. He was a self-
confessed non-believer, but Mere Christianity by C S Lewis had made him think. Hoping that no
one would come in and see him, he knelt down and said “God, if you are real and Jesus Christ is
your son, I want to know what life is all about.” As he said that prayer he felt foolish, but as soon as
it was finished he knew that in some way God had broken through to him and was real. It took time
to understand more fully about the Christian faith and what Jesus Christ had done through His
death and resurrection, but for this young man, now old, life has never been the same since.

On behalf of the clergy team I wish you a good May and perhaps a May when you experience new
beginnings. We celebrate Whit Sunday this year on the 20th.

— Tony Rogerson
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Services in May

Sun 6th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 13th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

Sun 20th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in Hall

Sun 27th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m.
The Little Lambs this month will be on Wednesdays 9th and 23rd at 9:30 a.m.

Youth Group Sundays 13th and 27th at 6 p.m. at Radley. For details, contact Alison Mathew or Rob
Glenny.

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).

This month Messy Church will be on Sunday 20th. The doors open for Messy Church at 9:30 a.m.
and it usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have a continental breakfast, and

then feel free to wander round and see the activities or join in a discussion if you want
to,  all  very  relaxed.  Adults  and  children  of  all  ages  can  enjoy  it.  We use  hands-on
activities to explore Bible stories and to reflect a God of creativity. Why not come along,

grab a cup of coffee and see how it works? You would be very welcome.

Morning Prayer for those who prefer a more traditional service. Come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall, and you can enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.

Prayer on Saturday 19th (and every third Saturday). There is an opportunity to spend some time
praying for the proposed new housing developments and for our communities. 9:30 a.m. every third
Saturday at St James Church, Radley.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner, which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington
Oxford Email:
OX3 8AX minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
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Services in May

6th 10:30 a.m. Morning Service will be led today by our own  Minister, the  Rev Rosemary
Davies. The service will include the Baptism of James Quigley.

13th 10:30 a.m. Sunday after Ascension Day. Morning Service today will be led by  Alistair
Jackson from East Oxford.

4 p.m. The District Service at Wesley Memorial Church in Oxford. The theme is
Thy Kingdom come,  and the preacher is the  Rev Jill  Marsh,  the District
Director of Mission. Everyone is invited.

20th 10:30 a.m. Pentecost. Joanna Tulloch from Headington will lead our worship today. This
will be our monthly service of Alternative Worship.

27th 10:30 a.m. Trinity Sunday. The Rev John Rowland will lead our monthly celebration of
Holy Communion.

Other activities

The  Tuesday  Afternoon  Ecumenical  Fellowship  Group.  All  details  from  Dilys Cale  on
01865 739774. This group is open to everyone.

Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 16th at 10:30 a.m. This is
an informal service beginning with a hymn, a reading from the Bible to see how its message can
apply to us today. Lastly, there are prayers for our community and the world. All are welcome.

Coffee Morning Tuesday 8th in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new?
You will be most welcome. The April Coffee Morning raised £89.79.

Our June Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 12th June at 10 a.m.

Hiring a room at the church
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.

Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition

Please remember to fill in the Kennington Diary (in the Post Office)
and send us your entries for both July and August in time for the July edition.

Deadlines: Sunday 10th June at 4:00 p.m. for adverts and diary entries,
and Friday 15th June at 4:00 p.m. for articles (see page 43).
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Kennington Scouts
Endeavour Cubs’ Community Spirit

The Winter Challenge is a 9 or
18  mile  hike  along  the
Ridgeway,  open  to  Beavers,  Cubs  and  Scouts.
Mother Nature kept trying to get us to give up with
snow, rain, strong headwinds (and side winds), and
puddles almost big enough for some of us to swim
in! We were all proud of our achievement! Some of
the hikers found themselves sponsors, with one set
of  siblings  raising  over  £400  for  their  chosen
charity. A job very well done!

Aside  from  the  Winter  Challenge,  we  have  also
been working towards the Skills Challenge badge. The Cubs have said that one of the things they
love  doing  is  meeting  new  people,
whether  going  out  visiting  or  inviting
guests  to  the  Scout  HQ.  This  term we
have  had  instructors  come  to  give  the
Cubs taster sessions in Fencing (the kind
with  swords!)  and  Zumba  (not  at  the
same  time).  The  Cubs  got  heavily
involved with the sessions and even gave
their parents a performance at the end of
the Zumba evening to show off some of
the moves they learnt.

Scouting means being part of your local community, so the Cubs decided to make another visit to
Edith Court. Last time we visited at Christmas, when we sang carols and consumed large quantities

of  chocolate,  but  this  time we played several
rounds  of  Bingo,  and  each  Cub  donated  an
Easter  egg  as  a  prize.  The  older  Cubs  were
tasked  with  organising  the  event.  We  had
music,  decorations,  and  even  a  fantastic
homebaked  simnel  cake  made  by  one  of  the
Cubs!

As you read this, we will be busy preparing to
attend  the  District  Camp at  the  end  of  May.
Members of all  sections will  camp and enjoy
the  planned  activities,  so  please  keep  your
fingers crossed for good weather!

Endeavour Cub Pack: Join us!

Have you ever considered taking part in Scouting as an adult? Are you thinking about it now that
you’ve  just  read  my  question?  If  you  are  interested  in  becoming  involved  in  Scouting  in
Kennington, whether as a Leader, an occasional helper, a member of the Executive Committee (to
help keep the Group running), or even if you just want to find out a bit more about what we do,
why not come along to the Scout HQ for our AGM at 7 p.m. on Tuesday 15th, when the Beavers
will provide the entertainment, and current volunteers will be around to answer any questions about
Scouting in Kennington. Or email us on kenningtonscouts@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing
you there!
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.

May’s FREE Events at the Library

Wednesday  2nd:  Coffee  Talk  with  Caroline
Roaf

Caroline,  a  retired  teacher,  will  discuss  her
recently  published  collection  of  letters  from
Pleasance Walker,  Trenches  and  Destruction.
Pleasance Walker  was  an  Oxford  woman  who
nursed  with  the  French  Red  Cross  throughout
WW I. Discovered in a North Oxford attic, the
letters tell a ‘drawing room to hospital theatre’
story. Fascinating!

Coffee will be served from 10:30 a.m. The talk
will begin at 11 a.m. We hope you will join us.

Our regular activities for children
Monday 14th, 2:30–3 p.m. Rhyme Time. Come and enjoy singing along with others!
Wednesday 16th, 11–11:30 a.m. Story Time. Stories galore for anyone under school age.

An extra for the half term holiday
Wednesday 30th, 10:30–11:30 a.m. Story and Craft

Do You Need Help Using Library Computers?

We now have a Volunteer Digital Helper who can assist you.

Do you know how to…
➢ Make the most of the increasing number of  online services

available through your library card?
➢ Set up an email account?
➢ Get what you need from the Internet?

Pop into the library or phone to book a time!

FOKL’s Kennington Festival of Arts and FOKL AGM

At the time of writing we are still looking forward to these. Thank you everyone for your help and
support. We will let you know more next month!

N.B. The Library will be CLOSED on Mondays 7th and 28th.

01865 730763
Up-to-date news kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Facebook www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary

Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman Pamela Allen chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary Helen Hurrell secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer Hugh Fleming treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

The  Kennington  & District  United  Church  Choirs  will  continue  their  rehearsals  of  Gilbert  &
Sullivan’s opera The Sorcerer every Friday evening in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road at
7:45 p.m. There will be four concerts at the end of June and the beginning of July.

As always, we are inviting all those who enjoy singing to come and join us. You will be welcome
on any Friday evening. There are no auditions and no subscriptions. We would be very pleased to
see you.

The amount raised at our concert in Exeter Chapel on 15th April is not yet known. We will let you
know next month.

Kennington Youth Club
Congratulations to our Competitions Winners!  Since last  month we’ve
had our now-termly competitions evening, which includes five competitions.
Congratulations to our winners who each received a certificate and will be
immortalised in our new trophy cabinet.

Ollie S (Pool), Tamara (Darts), Stan (Air Hockey), Cameron (Table Tennis)
and Leon (Table Football)

Dates for the Summer Term: 18th April–23rd May and 6th June–18th July

Easter Tidying and Planning:  During the Easter break, we’ve been doing some tidying up. We
have all our key equipment in one central location, painting in the back room and toilets, and have
installed some new lighting in the entrance. Thank you to our volunteers Adam, Mark, Roy, Roy
and Helen. We’ve also received a donation of some new board games, which we’re looking forward
to playing.

50:50 Draw Winners

We’ve held our second 50:50 draw. Congratulations to our winners:

➢ 1st prize, ball 44—won £26.60
➢ 2nd prize,  ball 10—won £7.60
➢ 3rd prize,  ball 25—won £3.80

It’s a great way to support the Youth Club and the young people in the village. The April draw
raised £38 for the Youth Club.

If you’d like to purchase a ticket, they are £2 each and can be bought either directly from the club
on club nights or by downloading the form from kenningtonyouthclub.com/5050draw and returning
it to our treasurer, Mark Horseman, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, OX1 5QY. Alternatively, we can
arrange to deliver a form to you. If you’d like us to deliver a form or have any questions about the
draw please do get in touch with us via kycdraw@gmail.com.

Volunteering Update

We’re delighted to have two new Kennington residents join us as volunteers: Kevin Saunders, who
joins us with a wealth of experiencing from Scouting, and one of our parents, Tracey Ridgway. We
will also launch a new induction pack for our new volunteers, following on from our Youth Leader
Roy and volunteer Helen attending a training session at our parent organisation, Oxfordshire Youth.

If you’d be interesting in volunteering or have any questions or queries about the club, please do in
touch with us via youthclubkennington@gmail.com.

— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Aspects of Bereavement 2018
A series of 8 talks on bereavement for professionals and the general public on Thursday evenings

3rd May–28th June, 7:30–9 p.m.
Tea and coffee from 7 p.m.

Oxfordshire Cruse, Wesley Memorial Hall, New Inn Hall Street, Oxford, OX1 2DH

Friends of St Swithun’s School

There are only a couple of weeks left until our May Fair on Saturday 19th, and
this year it is going to be a Right Royal Occasion!

To celebrate the royal wedding, which is happening on the same day, we’re
hoping that everyone will come together as a community to join Kennington’s
biggest Street Party—with a twist! The party is taking place on St Swithun’s
School playing fields, where you not only will be able to watch the Royal Wedding in our special
viewing area, but also can join in our Picnic Party. Gourmet Picnic Hampers will be available to
pre-order, filled with delicious goodies to share with friends and family. Or if a burger or hot dog is
more your style, the BBQ will be blazing to supply delicious hot treats. Wash it all down with some
real ale, Pimm’s, or chilled fizz from our bar, and settle down on a picnic blanket, while the kids
play in our free Garden Games Zone.

Alongside the picnic party, there will be all the usual entertainment, with live performances from
school and village groups, alongside our bouncy castle and slide, face painting, and fun stalls such
as the Coconut Shy, Beat the Goalie, Test Your Strength, Whack a Rat, and more. This year, we’re
also having a special FOSS treasure trail, where you can follow clues around the school, to find all
of the brilliant items FOSS have funded over the years—and there’s a treat in store for anyone who
completes the trail!

We have three fantastic tombolas: the Adults’ Tombola, packed with bottles, chocolates, and other
treats; the Kids’ Tombola, full of toys, books, and sweets; and our amazing Right Royal Tombola,
with hundreds of pounds’ worth of superb prizes, such as days out to local attractions, restaurant
vouchers, massages and beauty treatments, and more—so try your luck! Talking of luck, you must
get a ticket to our Grand Raffle. This year we have some truly exciting prizes, from a Miele vacuum
cleaner and a £100 voucher for Sunday Lunch for four at Porterhouse Grill, to a full set of hardback
Harry Potter books, a £57 Mahogany Hairdressing voucher and a Riverford Show Veg Box. Tickets
are just £1 each. If you have children at the school, the tickets should have been sent home in your
child’s  book  bag.  Tickets  can  also  be  obtained  from  the  school  office,  via  our  email  at
friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com, or at the Fair itself, on the gate. Please do support us by buying
tickets, and selling them to your friends and family—all of the money raised goes directly to the
school, to fund projects benefiting every child.

Even if you don’t bag a prize, you could still go home with a bargain from our White Elephant,
Books and CDs, Pre-loved Uniform, or Plant Stalls. We are currently looking for donations of good
quality second-hand goods—toys, books, DVDs, CDs, household items, and general bric-a-brac are
all very welcome. We would also be delighted with any donations to the plant stall. If you have
anything to donate, please contact us at  friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com or find us on Facebook.
We can even come and collect!

In other news (can there be any news, other than the May Fair?), FOSS held their ever-popular
Easter Egg Tombola just before the end of term, and raised a fantastic £350. Thank you so much to
all of the parents, carers, and children who braved the weather and the queues to support us! We
hope that you enjoyed the chocolate!
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Coffee Morning
A date for your diary

Kennington Women’s Institute invites you to a Coffee Morning

Tuesday 19th June, 10:30 a.m.–12 noon

Methodist Church, Upper Road

Tea or coffee and cake £1.50

Raffle — Sales Table

ALL VERY WELCOME

KOA
www.koa.org.uk

Pete  Hughes  wrote  a  moving  tribute  to  KOA in  The  Oxford  Mail
http://bit.ly/2018-koa-50.  He  told  the  story  of  how  it  all  began.
Discussion of the question “Who is my neighbour?” gave birth to two
organisations, Kennington Good Neighbours and KOA. One gives a hand
of friendship to our fellow villagers. The other recognises that our world is interlinked, and it has
connected Kennington to neighbours elsewhere who have little or nothing.

The  £500,000  that  KOA has  raised  over  50  years  has
changed tens of thousands of lives for the better, like these
children in Uganda. Now their school can provide water
and grow food in a kitchen garden, so they stay in school
and learn.  Hunger and thirst  does not drive them away.
The photo  is  small,  but  “Kennington” is  written  on the
water  tank  that  we  paid  for  and  delivered  through
Lunch4Learning.

Our  most  successful  fundraiser  has  been  Kennington
United Choirs. As a way of thanking its director Trevor
Cowlett and the choir, I wrote  I Love You All. It tells the
stories  of  many
villagers  who  sing  in

the choir, as well as Trevor’s story. I hope there will be a great
turn out for their final concert for KOA, The Sorcerer by Gilbert
and Sullivan. Do please put the dates Friday 6th and Saturday
7th July in your diary.

KOA has  tried  to  enhance  village  life  with  events  that  bring
people of all ages and backgrounds together. We hope that you
will support them in this our final year.

Before the concert there is the final KOA Fun Run and Walk in
Bagley Wood on Sunday 10th June, the Joint Fête on Saturday
16th June, and a special Golden Anniversary Gardens Open on
Sunday 1st July. If you would like to help please get in touch
with Halcyon or me.

— Sylvia Vetta

Co-chairwoman Sylvia Vetta 07809 054969 sylviavetta@gmail.com
Co-chairwoman Halcyon Leonard 01865 452783 halcyon.leonard@ntlworld.com
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Bingo!
Saturday 19th, 7 p.m. Eyes down 7:30 p.m.

Kennington Village Centre

£2 entry (under 5’s free)

Bar — Raffle — Nibbles — Lucky number entry ticket draw

Join us for a fun-filled family evening raising funds for Abingdon Division Guides

Abingdon Division Guides are taking 38 Guides and Leaders to Switzerland in August.
All profits go towards the trip.

Tickets from Julie julieward7023@gmail.com or Lisa lbuyard@hotmail.com

Why not book a table for you and your friends? Or just come on the night!

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
We are keen gardeners at St Swithun’s, whether in the metaphorical sense of sowing the
seeds  of  learning  for  our  children,  or  physically  getting  out  and  growing  plants.  Last
summer, our school council organised a cake sale to raise money for new trees for our school
grounds.  In  the  autumn,  we  chose  our  trees,
which  are  now,  after  what  was  a  very  long
winter, finally showing signs of new growth and
of being settled in their new environment. The
children  thoroughly  enjoyed planting  them,  as
you can see from the photos! Year 6 pupils from
Willow  Class  planted  a  willow  tree,  whilst
younger  gardeners  from  Saplings  (Reception)
planted a beech sapling.

We  also
planted  elm,
larch  and
juniper  trees,
as  well  as  an
additional apple tree.  We hope that  our planting will  soon enhance our
school grounds, both now and for many generations to come.

We also have an embryonic ‘allotment’. Thanks to the help of some of our
volunteers  from  Kennington,  we  have  a  raised  bed,  which  produces
strawberries and various vegetables. Children in our gardening club have
enjoyed taking home an assortment of produce, including runner beans,
potatoes,  Swiss  chard  and  Brussels  sprouts.  We  are  excitedly  looking
forward to our growing season getting under way again this spring.

We always  look forward  to  welcoming the  many Kennington residents
who support our May Fair, which, this year, will have a royal wedding
theme as it will be on Saturday 19th, 12 noon–3 p.m. Do look out for our
young trees, too, if you are able to join us on the day.

Our class report this month on page 28 is from Mrs Bloice-Smith and her Year 1 children (5–6 years old) in
Sycamore Class. They have also been busy growing flora.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
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Kennington History Society
In  March we had a  talk  from David  Holt  entitled,  “1918,  With  our  backs  to  the  wall—on to
Armistice Day.” It was a thoroughly researched account of the last desperate attack by the Germans
starting in March 1918, who, having reached an armistice with the Russians in 1917 and thereafter
brought hundreds of thousands of troops from East to West in an attempt to win the Great War
before the growing American presence could turn the tide, which it did.

As ever with David, it was very well received.

At the time of writing we are expecting our April talk by Colin Oakes called, “Pirates, Press Gangs
and Smugglers”, and for May a talk by Graham Horn called, “The Thankful Villages of the Great
War.”

All talks start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road. All are welcome with a charge
of £2.50 for non-members. Talks are followed by free tea, coffee and biscuits, for which a donation
is requested.

— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Saturday 2nd June: Coach outing to Lullingstone Castle and World Garden at Eynsford, Kent

Change of Date

This outing is currently full. However, we will consider running a second coach if there is sufficient
demand. So do book. Last year we took 77 to Savil Gardens!

The coach will  depart  from Manor Grove at  8:30 a.m.  calling at  bus stops through the village
(Radley passengers will be contacted to arrange an earlier pickup). The estimated journey time is
two hours plus a stop en route. Lullingstone does not open until 12 noon. Estimated return time to
Kennington is 7 p.m.

Places can be booked with the treasurer on 01865 730961. Given the demand for places, those who
have booked and are yet to pay are requested to do so as soon as possible.

Cost £23 adults and £20 concessions.

Sunday 17th–Thursday 21st June: South Wales Holiday

A reminder that the coach will commence pickup from the Beset One bus stop, Kenville Road, at
7:30 a.m., then calling at bus stops through the village to Radley and Abingdon.

Tuesday 17th July: Evening garden visit to the Grange Chalgrove

This is an 11-acre private garden and part of the National Garden Scheme, opening by special
arrangement with the owner Mrs  Vikki Farren. The garden features herbaceous borders, a field
turned into a prairie with many grasses, a lake with bridges and a series of ponds, and many other
features.

Transport will be by private car. At the time of booking, you are requested to advise if you can
provide transport or will need transport.

Assemble in the Village Centre car park to leave at 6:30 p.m. with a view to arrival by 7 p.m.
Drivers  please  note  the  address:  The  Grange,  Berrick Road,  Chalgrove,  Oxford,  OX44  7RQ.
Further travel details in due course.

The cost will be £9 per person and includes wine and cheese nibbles.
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Kennington Festival Group
We had a good afternoon on Easter Monday with 18 of us there. Cakes were delicious
and again a raffle prize each.

If you feel lonely…

Why not come and join us if you are over 60? Spend a couple of hours social get-together with
friendly people. Enjoy a cup of tea and a cake for the princely sum of £1 including a raffle ticket!

If you feel a bit shy about coming on your own the first time, please get in touch with me. If you
have mobility problems, we have some very nice volunteer drivers.

Next meetings on Mondays

➢ 14th & 28th May
➢ 11th June

For more information please contact me.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

KADS News
With rehearsals  for  Raising The Roof (page  13) in full  swing, we have just  a few weeks until
curtain-up on Thursday 7th June in the Village Centre. Join us for a musical showcase combining
well known songs from across genres, including stage and screen, plus a few personal favourites. If
you enjoyed our pantomime, you know you are in for a good time! If you haven’t been to a KADS
production recently, come along and be part of this uplifting experience.

Show dates at Kennington Village Centre in June

Thursday 7th 7:30 p.m.
Friday 8th 7:30 p.m.
Saturday 9th 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Sunday 10th 2 p.m.

Tickets are £10 adults, £8 concessions, and £30 for family of four. Contact Kay in the Box Office
on 01865 739025 or  boxoffice@kenningtonads.org.uk. Once again we will be taking a collection
for our chosen charity, Ronald McDonald House Oxford. Stay up to date with the show on our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/Kenningtonads and on our website kenningtonads.co.uk.

Countryside Champion needed for Vale District
The Campaign to Protect Rural England is looking for a new Chairperson
to  help  co-ordinate  its  activities  in  the  Vale  of  White  Horse,  including
Abingdon, Wantage, Faringdon and all the surrounding areas.

CPRE works to protect and promote the countryside. We have a very friendly and experienced Vale
District committee, and would love to find someone to come on board as Chair. It’s a great way to
get to know your local area and help to influence local decisions on issues as varied as planning
policy, affordable housing, litter, minerals and water. With so much development scheduled to come
through in the area in the next 20 years, it is vital that someone is in place to speak up for the
countryside and make sure that we can keep thriving village communities.

The role is voluntary and needs a commitment of just a few hours a week. No particular knowledge
or  qualifications  are  required,  but  it  would  suit  someone  with  leadership  or  organisational
experience and good people skills. Full details from www.cpreoxon.org.uk or 01491 612079.
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Planting Tomato Seeds in Sycamore Class
Last term in Sycamore class we were learning all about plants in our science lessons. We can now
identify common wild plants such as daisies, buttercups and St John’s wort, and we can name some
plants that you would find in your garden, like crocuses, daffodils and lavender. We loved learning
about the different parts of a plant (roots, stem, leaves and flowers), and what plants need in order
to grow. We now know that plants need water, sunlight and nutrients from the soil to grow, and this
was  vital  when  we  planted  our  own
tomato seeds.

We  got  very  messy  one  day  in  our
science lesson when we squeezed fresh
tomatoes into a large bowl to get the
seeds out. Each of us had a small pot
in  a  propagator,  so  we  buried  a  few
tomato  seeds  in  soil  in  our  pots  and
watered  them.  We  placed  the
propagator  in  a  warm  spot  in  the
classroom and  then  watched  and  waited  to  see  what  would  happen.  Six  weeks  later  and  our
tomatoes are growing nicely. They will soon need repotting, and we will keep an eye out for the
first signs of fresh tomatoes. Watch this space…

— Mrs Bloice-Smith and Sycamore Class

Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: khcppg@gmail.com. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com

How do I get a prescription? Using your GP effectively

With the NHS being more and more stretched, you might wonder, “How else can I
make use of the limited resources available?”

For acute (i.e. sudden onset) illnesses, your Pharmacist can often give advice and recommendations
without needing a prescription. For example, non-life-threatening problems with skin, breathing,
pain, abdominal and urinary system. The Pharmacist can also advise on medication clashes.

You can order repeats in three different ways.

1. Quickly and easily online at Patient Access. Go to patient.emisaccess.co.uk or use its app
for Android and iPhone. If you are not registered, you can get the registration form from
Reception  or  online  at  www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk/prescriptions1.aspx.  You  need  to
apply with a photo ID (e.g. driver’s license, passport), because this is a legal requirement.

2. Use the reverse side of your previous paper prescription to tick the items that you need, or
write on it if your medicine is not already listed. Post it in the prescription box at Reception
(or through the letterbox if the Health Centre is closed).

3. Write your requirements clearly on a piece of paper, and take it to Reception or post it to the
Health Centre.  Ensure that  you include your  full  details  (name and address,  and phone
number in case of problems or queries).

It takes two working days to generate the prescription. Last-minute requests are hard to handle,
given that the Botley and Kennington centres deal with over 16,500 patients. If your prescription is
due for review, it may take a longer, and you may be asked to see the doctor or nurse.

Finally, some medicines are available OTC (over the counter), and those are what you need, you
can simply buy them yourself to avoid any delays. This of course helps the NHS, which pays over
£½ billion per annum just on prescriptions.

— Dr Aintzane Ballestero
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1st Kennington Guides

This month we have finished the
Clever  Cogs  Challenge.  The
Guides  have  been  planning
and  carrying  out  some
engineering  themed
activities.

We  celebrated  the  end  of
term with a Fantastic Beasts
sleepover.  The  Guides
hunted for beasts around the
village  in  the  dark,  made

nifflers and  bowtruckles,  had a class in  herbology,  planted some magic
seeds, and created their own fantastic beast stories.

Our fundraising continues for the summer trip to Switzerland, including a
bingo night in Kennington on Saturday 19th (see page 23).

We are hoping for fine weather for the summer term.

Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please
contact Jo on 07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More
information, including opportunities for girls outside of our age range,

can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Is it hiding in plain sight?

Have you ever wondered where colour goes in winter or where it comes from in spring? Is it hiding
away or staring at us in plain sight? Does it actually disappear at some times of the year?

A philosophical start to an article, but something that I’ve been thinking about as we emerge from
the long, cold, dark days of winter into the long, warm, bright days of spring.

The colour palette may seem less varied or obvious in winter but there is still plenty out there. On a
windy winter day, the bramble patch varies from shades of green to bronze as the breeze passes
through. The undersides of the leaves flash silver if you care to look and see.

Now, the colour is appearing in the spring distance like an old friend appearing off a steam train
and walking towards us in the mist on the railway platform.

Stop for a moment and question: Where has the colour been for so long? What is colour? What
processes are in place to make the colours we actually see? Do we all see colour in the same way at
the same time?

These reflections have led me to realise that no matter how familiar we are with our own wildlife
gardens,  some mysteries  and surprises always remain.  Like during a  walk in  the woods or  an
African safari, we have no idea what wonders Mother Nature will present to us around the next
corner or on our own doorstep.

Your challenge today is to take a philosophical walk around your own garden and see what you
find!
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Kennington Link WI
Our President was very pleased to welcome three visitors. We hope that they will
join us next time.

Three of our members attended the OFWI Annual meeting in March. It was held at the
Newman Room, which was a new venue this year. This proved to be too small and at times chaotic.
The two speakers, however, were excellent. They were the Times weather specialist Paul Simmons,
and Simon King of Springwatch and Blue Planet fame.

This  month our  speaker  was Graham Kirby, who gave us an outstanding talk on Appreciating
Numismatic History. He started collecting coins at the age of eight. He has built up a wonderful
collection, which he brought along to show us.

Graham presented slides from the beginning of coinage to the present day. The first real portrait on
a  Greek coin was that  of  Alexandra  the  Great.  The first  head on an  English coin  was Apollo
following the influence of Greek coins. Ancient Greek coins featured various sports in the Olympic
Games.  In  contrast,  a  modern  50 pence  piece  showed a  runner,  representing  Roger  Bannister,
commemorating  his  sub  4  minute  mile.  Many  characters  who  ruled  Britain  were  featured  on
various coins including Charles I on a shilling. These coins were made at the Tower Mint. At this
time, the mint was controlled by parliament, and they continued to strike coins with the head of
their opponent King Charles.

The  meeting  ended  with  a  reminder  that  next  time,  Wednesday 2nd at  2:15 p.m.,  we will  be
discussing the resolution for this year, which is Mental Health Matters. We shall also have some
social time. Visitors are most welcome.

Oxford Preservation Trust

Inaugurated in 1927, Oxford Preservation Trust was formed to help guide
the  development  of  Oxford  to  preserve  and increase  the  beauty  of  the
historic city in its green setting. The Trust now owns 650 acres, including
113 acres of fields in Kennington, over which we permit public access. These are the Kennington
Memorial Field, bought in 1946, and the riverside meadows from Sandford Lane up to the old

railway line, acquired from Colin and Olive Walker
in 1971, and from John Tait in 2001. The Sustrans
track and Thames Path run through these fields.

Following the completion of the Sandford Hydro,
we are pleased to say that the area of our field used
during  construction  has  now  been  tidied  up  so
walkers  again  have  permissive  access  to  our
riverside fields. Cattle will be grazing all the fields
again  this  year  once  the  ground  has  dried  out
following the recent wet weather.

We are always very grateful  to  hear  from regular
walkers  when  they  notice  something  that  needs

attention, including people camping or mooring illegally, so please contact Oxford Preservation
Trust on info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk or 01865 242918.

Thank you for helping us look after these special green spaces in Kennington.

— Rachel Sanderson, r.sanderson@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Kennington Good Neighbours

Celebrating 50 years of volunteering in Kennington

Were you ever one of the volunteers?

Were you (or your Mum or your Granny) the person who was the first point of contact for your
neighbours who needed support or help?

Did you ever deliver the village list or Yours magazine in your neighbourhood?

Did you help with the summer holiday activities for children?

Please get in touch with me!

If you would like make a difference in 2018, why don’t you volunteer to be a driver to take those
without transport to local Hospitals and amenities, or maybe you would like to visit a lonely person.
Please ring me.

Or, if you would like someone to visit you, please ring me.

If you need transport, please ring Dilys Cale on 01865 739774.

If you would like to join our committee, we meet about 4 times a year, so please get in touch.

For any other information or help, please contact me!

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com or via Kennington Connected

Kennington Women’s Institute
Our speaker in April was Virginia Lawrence, who is the OFWI Denman College
Ambassador. Virginia told us the history of how a college for WI members was
first suggested by Lady Brunner in 1945 and was finally opened in 1948.

From the very beginning Denman has been self funding—The Carnegie United Kingdom Trust
donated £20,000 provided that the WI members matched that amount.

Our first Warden (as the Head of the College was then called) was Betty Christmas, who lived in a
cottage  on  the  Estate,  which  is  still  called  Christmas  Cottage.  Visiting  members  slept  in
dormitories,  taking turns to  make early morning tea for  the other  students and even helped to
prepare the meals. Courses included how to butcher a pig, plucking and dressing fowl, and other
practical matters. However, cookery, handicrafts and music were also included in those early days.

Now you can study an impressive range of courses including all types of cookery, sewing, painting,
photography and technology, to mention just a few. You may not be aware that you do not have to
be a member of a WI to take these courses! We had a very interesting meeting with lots of talk
amongst friends, laughter and friendship.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 9th at 7:15 p.m. in the Village Centre.

Our  speaker  will  be  Julie  Miles  giving  a  talk  entitled,  “Ragbag  &  Cocktails:  28  years  as  a
diplomatic wife”. Do come and join us. We look forward to seeing you there.

A date for your diary:

Tuesday 19th June. Coffee morning, 10:30 a.m.–12 noon, Methodist Church. Do come!
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.

43

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 Currently full

DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is  News  not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  name  and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial

CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

mailto:editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
mailto:distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
mailto:adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising


Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.

Regular events
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton Village Centre Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public

May
Wed 2 2:15 p.m. Kennington Link WI: Mental Health Matters Methodist Church
Sat 5 10 a.m.–12 noon Kennington Horticultural Society: Plant Sale Church grounds

Tue 8
10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Wed 9 7:15 p.m. Kennington WI Village Centre
Thu 10 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting Village Centre
Sat 12 7:30–11:30 p.m. Oxford Ceilidh “Hekety” Village Centre
Mon 14 2 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
Wed 16 10:30 a.m. Short Service Edith Court Lounge
Sat 19 12 noon–3 p.m. St Swithun’s School May Fair St Swithun’s School
Mon 21 7:45 p.m. Kennington History: Villages in the Great War Methodist Church
Mon 28 2 p.m. Festival Group Bank Holiday Meeting Village Centre
Tue 29 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

June
Mon 4 2 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
Wed 6 2:15 p.m. Kennington Link WI: Bill Heine Methodist Church
Sun 10 11 for 11:30 a.m. KOA Fun Run & Walk Forest Side playing field
Tue 12 10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
Thu 14 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting Village Centre
Sat 16 12 noon–3:30 p.m. KOA + School + Church Grand Fête Church grounds
Mon 18 7:45 p.m. Kennington History Society Methodist Church

Tue 19
10:30 a.m.–12 noon Kennington WI Coffee Morning Methodist Church
7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre
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The Kennington Chronicle is still looking for a new Editor.The Kennington Chronicle is still looking for a new Editor.
If you might be interested in this important role, please contact the Editor.If you might be interested in this important role, please contact the Editor.

Contact details on page Contact details on page 4343..

Please remember to update your diary dates on the Kennington website.
Contact the Clerk on clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk for how to do so.
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