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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Services in July

Sun 1st

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 8th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

Sun 15th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Communion in Church Hall
Services followed by bring-and-share lunch.
All very welcome!
Sun 22nd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline
Sun 29th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m.
Songs of Praise in Sunningwell

Services in August
Sun 5th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 12th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

Sun 19th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in Church Hall
Sun 26th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m.
except for 23rd August when the Children’s Holiday Club will be in the Church and Hall.
Informal worship service 7 p.m. in Radley on the theme of “God’s Call and Our Response” on
Sundays 15th July and 19th August.
Little Lambs this month will be in Church on Wednesday 11th at 9:15 a.m.
Youth Group Sundays 8th and 22nd July at 6 p.m. at Radley. For details contact Alison Mathew or
Rob Glenny.
Holiday Club will run on Wednesday 22nd, Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th August. For more
information, contact Mary Dennett on 01235 522476. Forms will be available at the back of
the church and in the Hall.
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Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on Sundays 15th July and 19th August. The doors
open at 9:30 a.m. and it usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have a
continental breakfast, and then feel free to wander around and see the activities or join in
a discussion if you want to, all very relaxed. Adults and children of all ages can enjoy it.
We use hands-on activities to explore how we see God at work in the world around us
and to reflect on the creativity of God.
Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see how it works! You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service, come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
Prayer: On Saturday 21st July, there is an opportunity to spend some time praying for the proposed
new housing developments and for our communities. At 9:30 a.m. every third Saturday at St James
Church, Radley.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner, which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
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Services in July
1st 10:30 a.m. Morning Service conducted by our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies.
This will be Rosemary’s LAST SERVICE as Methodist Minister of Kennington
before she moves to South Wales. We warmly invite all her friends in the
village to come and join in the service and say their goodbyes. There will be a
Bring & Share lunch afterwards. A welcome to all.
8th 10:30 a.m. ACTION FOR CHILDREN SUNDAY. Morning Service will be led by one of
the workers with Action for Children from Fareham. Come and share worship
on this fascinating Sunday.
15th 10:30 a.m. Morning Service will be led by the Rev Adam Stevenson, from Watlington.
This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
22nd 10:30 a.m. We welcome Graham Kirby, from Kidlington, to lead our Morning Worship.
29th 10:30 a.m. Paul Spray, from Oxford, will lead our Morning Service of Alternative
Worship.
Services in August
5th 10:30 a.m. Paul Rosentall, from Ludgershall, will be our preacher today.
12th 10:30 a.m. The Rev John Rowland will lead our Morning Service today. This will include
the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
19th 10:30 a.m. Our Morning Worship will be led by Hannah Stammers, from Berinsfield.
26th 10:30 a.m. Jane Lusty, from Kidlington, will lead our Morning Worship.
Other activities
The Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group. All details from Dilys Cale on
01865 739774. This group is open to everyone.
Midweek Worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on Wednesday 18th July at 10:30 a.m.
This is an informal service beginning with a hymn, a reading from the Bible to see how its message
can apply to us today. Lastly, there are prayers for our community and the world. All are welcome.
There will be no service in August.
Coffee Morning Tuesday 10th July in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards. Bring
& Buy Stalls available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new?
You will be most welcome. The June Coffee Morning raised £80.46.
The next two Coffee Mornings will be at 10 a.m. on Tuesdays 14th August and 11th September.
Hiring a room at the church
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Kennington Youth Club
Coin Collecting for KOA, Enjoying the Outdoors and Mental Health
Awareness
We’ve continued to be able to enjoy the warmer and lighter evenings with
some time outdoors. The joint-chair of KOA, Halcyon Leonard, came and
talked to us about KOA. Our members and volunteers are currently busy
collecting their spare change as part as KOA’s ‘Coopers Collection’. We ran a
couple of sessions as part of Mental Health Awareness Week talking about and doing some exercise
around the importance of mental well-being.
Key Dates
Wednesday 4th July
11th July
18th July

Summer Competitions Evening
Celebration Evening including AGM (see below)
Final Youth Club of the term

We will then take on summer break, and our first evening back will be Wednesday 12 th September.
We will put further details about the new term in the September Chronicle and on our Facebook
page www.facebook.com/youthclub.kennington.
Celebration Evening and AGM Wednesday 11th July. All welcome!
We are holding a celebration evening, including our AGM, starting at 7 p.m. on 11th July in our hall
(beside the Health Centre). Everyone is welcome. We will provide drinks and a light buffet. This is
a chance to see the club, see some of the things we’ve been up to for the year, and hear and ask
questions about our future plans. We’d love to see as many people there as possible, whether you
have a young person at the club or are just interested in finding out more about us.
50:50 Draw Winners
Congratulations to our June winners. The winning balls were:
➢
➢
➢

1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize

Ball 5
Ball 8
Ball 35

won £32.90
won £9.40
won £4.70

It’s a great way to support the Youth Club and the young people
in the village. In the three draws that we’ve run so far, we’ve
already been able to raise over £100 for the club, so a big thank you to everyone who has bought a
ticket!
If you’d like to purchase a ticket, they are £2 each and can be bought either directly from the club
on club nights or by downloading the form from kenningtonyouthclub.com/5050draw and returning
it to our treasurer, Mark Horseman, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, OX1 5QY. Alternatively, we can
arrange to deliver a form to you. For further information please do get in touch with us via
kycdraw@gmail.com.
Thank you and have a good summer
In July we celebrate a year since the relaunch. Thank you to everyone who’s been involved during
that year—those who’ve made donations, bought 50:50 tickets, the volunteers, the committee, the
parents, and mostly importantly our young members whose enthusiasm and enjoyment makes all
the hard work worthwhile. Have a great summer, and we look forward to the new term, starting
back on Wednesday 12th September.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Citizens Advice Bureau: Wi-Fi scam
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)
Criminals setting up fake Wi-Fi hotspots
It ought to be a time of the pleasantest relaxation, that moment when you slump down comfortably
into a cosy chair in your favourite coffee bar, take out your phone and connect to the free Wi-Fi.
But Citizens Advice has warned that this simple leisurely action can be targeted by criminals, who
set up their own Wi-Fi hotspots to try to get you to connect to them.
Typically, the fraudsters broadcast a Wi-Fi connection with a vague name like “free_wifi” or
“coffee_shop_wifi”. If you connect your phone to this, any data that you send can be captured.
Even if you log into emails using an app without typing the password, the phone will still send your
password over the Wi-Fi and it could be intercepted. This is true even if you use automated
passwords and do not enter your user name and password manually.
To avoid being becoming a victim of this scam, do one of the following.
➢
➢
➢

Make sure you are connecting to a trusted Wi-Fi hotspot, operated by the venue you are in.
Ask the staff if you have any doubt.
Do not use public Wi-Fi for online banking or anything else sensitive, but use your 3G, 4G
or 5G connection instead (data sent over these connections is always encrypted).
Use a VPN (virtual private network) when connecting to public Wi-Fi.

The updated “Little Book of Big Scams” has more details about this and other prevalent frauds.
Visit http://bit.ly/2018-the-little-book-of-big-scams
If you suspect that you’ve been scammed, contact Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or
www.actionfraud.police.uk. Alternatively, get in touch with Citizens Advice on Adviceline
03 444 111 444, or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice Bureau. For locations and opening hours
see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale.
For further information on subjects covered by Citizens Advice, an independent charity, visit
www.citizensadvice.org.uk, telephone Adviceline on 03444 111 444, or drop in to your nearest
Citizens Advice Bureau.
Locations & opening hours at www.citizensadvice.org.uk/oxfordshire-south-vale

KADS News
Well, what a great time we had bringing Raising the Roof to the Village Centre last
month! Audiences left feeling very pleased, and we have received fantastic feedback.
One man travelled all the way from Swindon (on three buses!) just to come and see the show—he
had never seen a KADS production before, and said he will definitely be back!
Thanks to everyone who supported us, whether by coming to see the show, helping with the front
of house, or in any other way. We truly appreciate it. We will soon let you know how much was
raised in the charity collection.
We are also delighted to announce that our 2019 pantomime will be Robinson Crusoe, a tale of
adventure at sea! The Box Office will open on Saturday 1st September
10
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Kennington Memory Club
Living well with Dementia
Planned opening September 2018
Kennington Memory Club will provide a new service for local people living with dementia. Until
last year, Kennington residents were able to attend, if they wished, the Abingdon Alzheimer's Club,
which served all the villages around Abingdon, Although it had been of great help to people with
dementia and their families over many years, that club closed last August. As the need for such a
service is even greater now than in the past, a group of local residents has joined together to create
a new dementia day centre in Kennington.
Plans for the club are well advanced. We have had the benefit of advice from Age UK and a grant
from Oxfordshire County Council. The club will meet twice a week on Mondays and Thursdays,
9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m. in Kennington Methodist Church, and we are now recruiting both paid staff
and a team of volunteers.
If you’re interested in a paid position, or you know someone who might be, see page 45.
N.B. The closing date for completed applications for paid staff posts is Friday 6th July.
Would you be interested in becoming a volunteer helper at the club?
Volunteers will be an essential part of the staff team. As a volunteer, you would welcome and
encourage our club members to participate in activities and enable them to feel comfortable and
included. You would join in with both club activities and the more mundane jobs like setting up the
rooms and clearing up, if you are able. You will receive training.
If you want to provide support for people with dementia, are kind, caring and adaptable, and want
to work as part of a team, this could be a perfect role for you. You do not have to be available for
every session, or even for whole sessions; for example, we would welcome people who could give
extra help over lunchtime, and would be grateful for occasional help from people with specialist
skills such as music. You would need a DBS check, free to volunteers. There is no closing date for
applications from volunteers, but if you are interested, please contact us as soon as possible.
For more about volunteering, call Margaret on 01865 739539 or Gillian on 01865 735590,
or email kenningtonmc.info@gmail.com
kenningtonmemoryclub.wordpress.com

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
We are all thoroughly enjoying the summer term in school. Everything looks great in the
sunshine, and we are always pleased when the children can be altogether on the field at
playtime and lunchtime, escaping the wintertime confinement of the playgrounds. All of
the classes are busy with their summer term topics, and almost all of our Year 4 children went on
the recent residential visit to Kilvrough Manor Outdoor Education Centre on the beautiful Gower in
South Wales, where they had a great time. Our reports this month (pages 29 and 37), which we
hope you will enjoy, are linked to the children’s current topics.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
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Kennington Table Tennis Club
A small group of people is now playing table tennis in the Youth
Club building (behind the Village Centre) for an hour on Tuesday
mornings from 11 a.m. to 12 noon.
There are two tables, and play is friendly and relaxed.
It costs just £2 per session. New members welcome.
Come along and give it a try!

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Litter Pick
The Parish Council has organised a litter pick on the morning of Saturday 7 th July. We will focus on
the north end of Kennington Road, but if there are enough volunteers, other areas of the village can
be targeted. If you are interested in getting involved, please let me know as soon as possible.
Flower Baskets
Thank you very much to all the volunteers who have helped with the village flower baskets this
year, with particular thanks to MacIntyre, who have been involved for the first time this year. I am
sure that you will agree that the flower baskets look lovely.
Best Kept Garden Competition
Final judging will take place on Saturday 14 th July, with trophies being awarded to the best kept
front garden; best hanging basket or planter; and the best business premises. There is no need to
enter, as all front gardens will be judged from the roadside.
Grants
The Parish Council has awarded a grant of £50 to Kennington Code Club, which teaches children
aged 9–11 coding skills.
Dates of Council Meetings: July & August
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
Playing Fields Committee
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
th
th
st
Thursday 12 July
Tuesday 10 & 31 July
Wednesday 11th July
No meeting in August
Tuesday 21st August
in Playfield Road Pavilion
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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KOA
www.koa.org.uk
Thanks to everyone who has supported events so far, especially
the children who performed at Kids for KOA. The standard was
great and we are delighted that it will continue in a different form.
We are thinking of it as Pat’s Prom but I am sure that the Wind
Band will come up with a title. Keiran Gallagher collected £102.24 busking for KOA in
Cornmarket. Our thanks go to this much-appreciated and talented young man.
What’s next?
Gardens Open on Sunday 1st July. You should have just received your copy of the Chronicle.
Follow the signs and enjoy the beauty of Kennington!
The United Choirs will work their magic with The Sorcerer at the Methodist Church at 7:30 p.m.
on Friday 6th and Saturday 7th. The concert has consistently been our biggest fundraiser. The choir
will continue to perform for good causes, but this will be the last time for KOA. A good audience
will be much appreciated. No tickets: Just turn up, and there will be a collection in the interval.
The KOA Pop-Up Shop has become a
village institution, and this will be the LAST
ONE, so don’t put off enjoying it! Monday
30th July to Saturday 18th August.
The shop pops up in St Swithun’s Church
Hall. Monday–Friday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
and 2–4:30 p.m., plus Thursday 6–8 p.m. and
Saturday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.. Please take
goods directly to the shop: the Co-ordinator
is Marilyn Farr (01865 326519). Thank you
in advance to all the hard-working
volunteers. Please take goods directly to
the shop on Sunday 29th, 12 noon–2 p.m., or when the shop is open.
An Inspirational Generation
At our final event in September we will show an old film taken in 1970. Some of the founders
of KOA are in it. Sadly we have had to say farewell to many inspirational people of that generation.
Two founders, Iris Butler and Margaret Ibbott, have passed away since I last
wrote for the Kennington Chronicle. Both have left small legacies to KOA.
Margaret and Jack Ibbott organised rambles for KOA for 25 years. I wrote up
10 of them for Oxfordshire Rambles, and the last copies will go on sale in the
shop for the princely sum of £1. They really are great walks. Our sympathies
go to David Butler, a KOA founder and treasurer for many years.
Tools, sewing machines and haberdashery collection: A full list of what is
and is not needed is on the KOA website www.koa.org.uk, and leaflets are
available. Donations can be dropped off at a KOA event, or contact James &
Halcyon Leonard on 01865 452783 if you want more information or to
arrange a collection. We would be happy to sort through collections of tools,
to see what could be used, if that would help.
Co-chair
Co-chair

Sylvia Vetta
Halcyon Leonard

07809 054969
01865 452783

sylviavetta@gmail.com
halcyon.leonard@ntlworld.com
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1st Kennington Guides
The weather was kind to us for our geocaching session, and we braved
overgrown vegetation to find all of our intended caches. We finished the term by completing our
chocolate badge: preparing chocolate-dipped strawberries and chocolate crispie cakes.
Thank you to everyone
who
attended
our
fundraising
Bingo
evening for the summer
Switzerland trip. We
hope that you enjoyed
yourselves.
This term began with
climbing
and
firelighting. After two of
our unit helped to test
the climbing wall last
year, we were pleased
that the rest of the unit
were able to try it out.
Our
firelighters
managed
to
toast
marshmallows
for
smores, despite some
initial struggles to get
their fires going. After a
bit of practice, they all
managed to start a fire
using a flint and steel.
Two of our Guides took part in the County Patrol competition, joining teamwork challenges while
enjoying the sunshine. Two others attended the RAF Benson Youth Muster to celebrate 100 years of
the RAF. There was a Spitfire display, an ‘It’s a Knockout’ competition, and the chance to fly in a
Chinook or Puma!
For the rest of this term, we are looking forward to a riverside walk, a mini Olympics competition
and a trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park, before the long-awaited summer trip to Switzerland.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
Join us again in September!
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Kennington Women’s Institute
Our Founders’ Day party celebrates the setting up of our Women’s Institute in May
1925. We were very pleased that this year our guests were Sheila Prior and Jean
Munday from Kennington Link WI.
We sat down to cheese, nibbles and wine at tables that were adorned with the lovely delicate flower
arrangements that our Secretary, Jean, had provided. After the savoury course we were treated to
some amazing puddings provided by Yvonne Enoch and Kath Suckling. It was difficult to decide
between strawberry or pineapple and ginger pavlovas, chocolate roulade or a beautiful fresh fruit
salad. So, we didn’t choose—we went back for seconds! During the meal there was much laughter
and chatter between us all.
Mary Tilston provided our entertainment by playing the piano, and we all had to guess the title of
the songs she was playing. More laughter!
After a very happy evening everybody was able to take home one of the pretty table decorations
and the memories of another enjoyable evening spent amongst friends.

Friends of St Swithun’s School
This year’s May Fair was an absolute record breaker, and we give a massive
thank you to everyone who helped make it such a fantastic success. The sun
shone all day long, bringing out a wonderful crowd of well over a thousand
people.
Thank you to everyone who came and enjoyed the barbecue, picnic hampers, cakes, sweets, ice
cream, and candy floss, kept our bar staff busy all day, bought raffle tickets, browsed the White
Elephant, books, and plant, tried their luck on the tombolas, bid in the Blind Auction, bounced on
the castle, hooked ducks, tested their strength, beat the goalie, knocked down coconuts, and helped
make the day such a fun and fabulous community event!
We raised well over £8,500—an absolutely fabulous total, which makes this the most successful
May Fair we’ve ever had. Our main project for this year is to completely redevelop the outside area
for the Nursery and Saplings children, and the May Fair money will get that project off to a
fantastic start. Groundwork is due to begin in the summer, and we’ll keep you updated as the plans
come to life.
Above all, we say a huge thank you to our army of wonderful volunteers who worked so hard
during the day and in the run up to the fair. This really was an example of the school and the village
coming together with great results—the May Fair simply couldn’t have happened without all of
those who donated plants, cakes, prizes, and items for the White Elephant, helped to run stalls, and
kept everyone entertained all day. Thank you to you all!
As a way of showing our appreciation, all of our volunteers receive a free ticket to our Summer
BBQ, which is on Saturday 30th June. Everyone is welcome to this relaxed family event, and tickets
are just £5 for adults, and £2.50 for children. The price includes all BBQ food and ice cream, and
there will be a licensed bar serving Pimm’s, fizz, beer, and soft drinks. It’s all happening 3–6 p.m.
on the school playing fields, and we’d love to see you there! You can buy tickets on the day, but if
at all possible, email us at friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com to book your place.
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
It’s Summer! This means that the usual pattern of FREE events is somewhat different; our next
author talk will be in September, but we have lots going on in the meantime!
Monday 9th, 2:30–3 p.m. Rhyme Time as usual
Get ready for Mischief Makers in our FREE
reading challenge at Kennington library!
Help us celebrate the 80th anniversary of the BEANO!
Join the Mischief Makers for an epic adventure in
Beanotown!
Copyright DC Thomson Ltd (2018)

The Reading Challenge runs Saturday 14th July to Saturday 15th September. To take part is easy!
➢ Sign up at the library and receive your starter pack with information, stickers to collect and
activities
➢ Help Dennis, Gnasher and friends solve clues
➢ Read at least 6 books borrowed over 3 visits to the library
➢ Collect Beano stickers as you go
➢ Receive a Beano wristband, a medal and a certificate when you complete the challenge!
We will have many other FREE events, too. Just come along to our Summer Read Events 2018!
Wednesday
Friday
Wednesday
Friday
Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Monday
Saturday

18th
27th
1st
10th
13th
22nd
31st
10th
15th

July
July
August
August
August
August
August
September
September

Story and Craft
Story and Craft
Story and Craft
Story and Craft
Rhyme Time Music Makers
Story and Craft
Story and Craft
Rhyme Time
Summer Read Party

10:30–11:30 a.m.
2:30–3:30 p.m.
10:30–11:30 a.m.
2:30–3:30 p.m.
2:30–3:30 p.m.
10:30–11:30 a.m.
2:30–3:30 p.m.
2:30–3 p.m.
11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

for all medal winners!
Children must be accompanied by an adult for these events.
Adults—Why not also try to win a prize? Simply write a review (the library will give you a postcard)
of a book that you have read!
N.B. The Library will be closed on Bank Holiday Monday 27th August
Don’t leave home without your library card for quick, easy and fast service!
01865 730763
News at www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary
Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman
Pamela Allen
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary
Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer
Hugh Fleming
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Good Neighbours: History
For 50 years the Good Neighbours have been offering help to
residents of the Village in many ways, and especially now to
the elderly due to changes in the social structure of our lives.
The earliest records that I can find are from Thoughts of
Kennington Good Neighbours written by Barbara Boyne,
Chairman, circa 1995:
“When I first came to live in Kennington in1965 my neighbour at that time had a small metal fish
on her front door. Till then I had not met the sign and was unaware of its significance. My
neighbour explained what the Fish meant and how some years before there had been a small
Voluntary group in Kennington but it was no longer functioning.”
About 1967/8 Kennington Good Neighbours was born. It was set up by a small group of people,
mostly, but not all, representing the Anglican, Methodist, and Roman Catholic Churches in
Kennington after the Fish Scheme no longer functioned. The first chairman was Mrs Irene
Osbourne King; the last founder member was Mrs Rose Taylor.
Each group of 25–30 houses had a Good Neighbour also living in the same group of houses. The
Good Neighbour would be the first point of contact for those needing help or support. They would
make a personal visit to explain that Good Neighbours was a voluntary organisation willing to help
in times of domestic crisis, e.g. moving in, illness, able to help with transport, welfare or visiting.
Cards were printed setting out the kind of things that a Good Neighbour would be able to do if
called upon. Help would be provided by that person or one of the committee.
Services that might also have been provided included delivering and collecting children from
school; cooking meals; giving short term domestic help; babysitting; providing transport; fetching
medicines and groceries; visiting the sick and lonely; reading to the blind, elderly or infirm; and
providing hospitality for newcomers to the village and to the lonely.
A “village list” was produced containing details of all organisations. The lists were updated every
two years, and those and the cards were delivered to each house on the Good Neighbours list
covering all of the village. In 1991 it was funded for the first time by advertising.
Other activities started by the Kennington Good Neighbours at this time were Meals on Wheels and
Summer Holiday activities. For a few years there was also a Solo Club for people living on their
own.
Funds were raised by an Annual Coffee morning and Bring and Buy Sale to help pay for the
monthly Yours magazine (published by Help the Aged), and was available to all elderly residents
who wished to receive it. Other Village Organisations also donated, including the Parish Council.
By 2000 there was no longer such a large network of Good Neighbours. The village was getting
larger, and cards were no longer in use.
Barbara Boyne, who became chairman circa 1990, and committee members Mary Belcher
(Treasurer), Rose Taylor (Transport Organiser), Linda Marshall, Rosemary Wilson, and Thelma
Marson were in charge.
The first Village List Booklet was produced with the backing and financial help of the Parish
Council. In that booklet the description for The Good Neighbours was as follows.
➢
➢
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KGN offer neighbourly care to all, especially the elderly
Where there is a genuine need we will find a volunteer
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➢
➢
➢

Help is strictly confidential
Some ways in which practical help can be given include transport for those without to local
hospitals, Health Centre, Dentist; shopping, visiting, cooking occasional meals, etc.
If you know someone in need of friendship or support OR if you could help occasionally
yourself

By 2015 the population in the Village had grown and 200 new houses erected. The Scholar Gipsy
and the Kennington Garage had been demolished and replaced with Ross Court and Flats. New
dwellings were built at the other end of Poplar grove. Strode court on Kennington Road had been
completed, and in 2007 saw the completion of Fairways. In 2012 houses were built at the end of
Simpsons Way. Since then small pockets of land have been developed and there is now a population
over 4,500.
There are no more records until 2006 when Good Neighbours were still offering the same services.
Barbara Boyne was the Chairman leading a committee of 5: Thelma Marston (Treasurer), Dilys
Cale, Val Martin, Alison Peedell, and Margaret Biggs.
Once the Village List was funded by advertising and the number of people receiving the Yours
magazine dwindled, the need for extra fundraising was not needed and with other groups within the
Village providing coffee mornings, jumble sales, tabletop sales, etc., to raise money for their causes
it was decided not to have them ourselves.
Changes to the Social and Community Care Policies also meant that some of the support offered
was no longer required and there was no longer a village-wide network of Good Neighbours to
provide it.
The Good Neighbours continue to offer transport, for those without, to local hospitals, day centres
and local amenities. The service is free, but if parking is necessary, we ask that our clients pay this
or use their own blue badges.
But ( and it is a big BUT) now in 2018…
We have 15 Volunteer Drivers who make about 150 journeys between them over the year but a few
more would volunteers would be very welcome to share the load. There is also a group of drivers
who take one person to hospital 3 times a week for treatment.
The Good Neighbours do not get many requests for a befriender. We have a few volunteers who
visit the lonely or housebound people on a social basis and both parties enjoy these visits.
People helping people goes on quietly all the time; people who are not on our list who visit their
neighbours. The Churches provide pastoral visits for the members of their churches so that may be
the explanation.
We belong to the Oxfordshire Community Network Volunteer Link-Up, and all of our volunteers
are covered by public liability Insurance through them. New volunteers now have to complete a
DBS.
In Barbara’s words, “The goodwill and willingness to help shown by so many has made it possible
for Kennington Good Neighbours to still be in existence after 50 years, and to be part of village
life.”
Today’s committee, Margaret Biggs (Chairman), Thelma Marsden (Treasurer), Dilys Cale
(Transport Organiser), Alison Peedell (Yours deliverer), and Dee Grant are organising a celebratory
50th tea party later in the year for anyone who is or has been a Good Neighbour in the past, so
please look for details in future Chronicles.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com or via Kennington Connected
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Rowan Class Investigates ‘Royals or Rascals’
In Rowan class we have been thoroughly enjoying our topic ‘Royals or Rascals.’
We started our topic by visiting the stunning Blenheim Palace, where we learnt what it means to be
a monarch, and why the palace is called royal though no royalty has ever lived there.
When the new royal baby was born, we learnt all about the Royal Family Tree and looked at some
portraits from the past. Some of them weren’t very smiley!
In English, we have been reading ‘The Magic Finger’ by Roald Dahl. We’ve had a debate about
hunting because Girl is cross with her neighbours for doing it. We wrote persuasive letters to the
neighbours to implore them to stop hunting. We were so persuasive that we even had a reply saying
they had decided to give up hunting!
In Science we have been learning about plants and how they grow. We’ve planted our own in a
variety of places and are keeping a close eye on them. To look more closely at the parts of a flower
we enjoyed dissecting daffodils. We labelled the parts with sophisticated scientific vocabulary like
the ‘corona’ and the ‘stamen’.
— Rowan Class and Miss Riepma

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
The Ebb And Flow
I hope that you relished what I consider a pretty good spring, weather-wise. Plenty of hot days, but
with enough of the wet stuff to keep plants flourishing in the garden.
Lately, we’ve had some heavy and protracted thunder storms and heavy rain, even flash floods.
I’ve written before about how I’m transfixed by rain—the journey that each droplet of water makes,
and its merging into uncountable other raindrops in those deluges.
The rain has often been so heavy that young birds must have been washed out of the nests that seem
to be everywhere this year. Other garden wildlife would have been decimated by the heavy storms.
That said, a lot of what we call ‘pests’ have been washed away and a fresh flush of plant growth has
emerged, which is a substantial habitat.
So, through those storms that I’ve enjoyed, I’ve come to fully appreciate the ebb and flow of life in
wildlife gardens. Life and death in comparable measure. Its all part of the master plan, the bigger
picture, life.
Lets all get out and enjoy it the best ways we can!
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Make your home less attractive to Burglars with SmartWater
Thames Valley Police are promoting an initiative to make some of our areas
‘SmartWater streets’ or even ‘SmartWater villages’. If we get an uptake of
80% of residents on a road who purchase SmartWater, we can apply for signs
to act as a deterrent.
SmartWater is a brand of forensic marking fluid containing millions of microscopic particles that
make up an individual property identification code. The liquid is invisible to the naked eye, but
glows green under UV light and contains a unique identifier, a bit like DNA.
SmartWater can be painted onto valuable items, such as laptops, smartphones, televisions, antiques,
and so on.
Each household has its own unique ID. If your items are stolen and later seized by the police, they
check the markings, which link back to you. SmartWater is a good deterrent and increases your
chances of getting stolen items back.
SmartWater guarantees markings to last at least 5 years even when used outdoors. The company
claims a 100% conviction rate with a burglary reduction of up to 85% in SmartWater areas.
For more information, and to order, contact SmartWater on www.smartwater.com.

Walking for well-being with Kennington Strollers
We will be walking for exercise around the Playing field at Playfield Road on the following first
and third Thursdays of the month.
5th and 19th July
2nd and 16th August
6th and 20th September
Meet at the Pavilion on the Playing field at 2 p.m.
This year we are focusing on getting back into regular exercise, especially if you have had a
diagnosis of Type 2 Diabetes and if you haven’t exercised for some time. Or, if you are concerned
about this increasingly common condition and want to help to prevent it.
People with other long-term health problems are very welcome to attend, though please consult
your doctor first. Our volunteer walk “buddies” provide the encouragement that you may need to
get started.
There will be refreshments after the walk, and time to socialise and get to know each other. Do as
many or as few laps as you would like, gentle or brisker pace, it’s up to you to make a start!
— Rosemary, 01865 735419, gardneraldgate@outlook.com
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Kennington Scouts
Warrior Scout Troop
Over the last year we have had quite a few new faces join the Troop. The newly promoted Patrol
Leaders and Assistant Patrol Leaders are relishing their extra responsibilities. We are also very
pleased that our members attend regularly and are fully committed.
The confidence in the Scouts has increased tenfold after the
aforementioned promotions, particularly the newly promoted Senior
Patrol Leaders, who have increased to a level where they can now run
the opening ceremony by setting up the flag and getting the rest of the
troop ready and standing to attention with little or no assistance from
me. As their leader, I am extremely proud of them.
One of the activities that we have been working on, which the Scouts
have particularly enjoyed, is the DIY badge. Over the last few weeks
we’ve started with a few basics such as changing light bulbs,
unblocking sinks and obviously a bit of health and safety. For a small
project
the
Scouts have
been building
scaled-down
versions
of
trebuchets
using
the
tools that we
showed them.
I’m happy to
say that they
have
now
been completed and work fantastically
well; I think that we made the right
decision not to do one full size, judging
by how far these small ones are
launching!
I pass on my personal thanks and that of all the Scouts to Assistant Leader Hannah Forder-Ball,
who has had to step down due to work commitments. We all shall greatly miss her. I also thank Ian
Scott, our other Assistant Leader, for his continued support, and our regular Young Leader Nathan.
Fortunately, Clive Baker (Assistant Cub Leader) has been a great support by attending an extra
night each week to support the Troop in addition to Cubs, but this is a temporary solution. If you
would like to build a trebuchet, pass on any of your skills or learn some new ones, and you’re
available on Monday evenings, please contact me on kenningtonscouts@gmail.com. From my own
personal experience, leadership has been an extremely rewarding and fun experience, and I strongly
recommend giving it a try. Please help me to support the kids in our community.
— Matthew Rylatt, Scout Leader 40th Oxford Warrior Scout Troop
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining, we have a waiting list
for kids, but space for adults! Please contact us at kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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Edith Court Autumn Craft Fayre
We are an active community, and we invite you to our Fayre
Saturday 8th September, 10 a.m.–3 p.m.
Many items for sale or made to order
Homemade items, knitted items
Bits and bobs, paintings, homemade marmalade, home grown vegetables
Bric-a-brac table, cake table
Tea and coffee 50p or £1 with a jam and cream scone
We will hold a raffle on the day
All proceeds go towards the tenant funds
Also talk to us about living in retirement housing,
or speak to a member of our customer centre on 0800 731 2020

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. Please
keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 47).
Margaret Ibbott
Margaret Ibbott, passed away peacefully on 28th May aged 94. Many of you will remember
Margaret and her late husband Jack for their work with KOA from the foundation in the 70s and, as
long as they were able, organising sponsored walks.
Others will remember Margaret as a maths teacher at Matthew Arnold School and others as an
examiner for Guide badges. Although recently no longer able to walk, her greatest joy was to get
outdoors with the help of her faithful carer, Sylvia, to meet people and to see her beloved
countryside.
We, her children, remember her as our greatest supporter for all our activities, music lessons
(infinite patience with our practice!), Guides, Scouts and sport. She will be sorely missed.
At the time of writing, Margaret's funeral is planned for 2 p.m. on Thursday 28 th June at the Oxford
Crematorium. There will be a gathering afterwards at St Swithun's Church Hall.
— Frances, Clare, Michael, and families

34

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

35

36

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Global Warning!
We are Elm Class at St Swithun’s School, and as we delve deeper into our new topic of ‘Global
Warning!’, we continue to be shocked and bewildered (not necessarily in a good way). We have
been looking at the warnings that the residents of Earth are getting regarding the drastic changes
that are happening to our planet. These terrible changes are mostly because of human choices and
activity; however, it is now down to us to try to get it sorted!
Global warming is creating havoc on our planet, and the consequences are terrible—but what is it?
Imagine that you are tucked cosily under your duvet: that is a bit like Earth, the duvet being the
atmosphere. Unfortunately, the duvet is getting thicker, trapping more heat making you (the Earth)
warmer. The heat from the sun shines on the Earth. The sun’s rays pass through the atmosphere
(blanket of gases, including carbon dioxide). Some heat escapes back into space, however more
heat than ever before is trapped by the blanket of gases and as a result, the Earth is getting warmer.
This is known as the greenhouse effect.
Even though some greenhouse gases are created naturally (for example sulphur dioxide is released
from volcanoes), most of the gases released into our atmosphere are man-made, and significantly
harm our planet. These include carbon dioxide, methane and chlorofluorocarbons. These are
created by burning fossil fuels, transportation and deforestation, to name a few. The greenhouse
effect is already affecting the planet, and if this continues, there will be even more drastic results.
The polar icecaps are depleting; the sea levels are rising; the global temperature is continuing to
increase (with the highest increase being within the last 200 years); the carbon dioxide emissions in
the atmosphere are increasing; and the climate and weather systems around the world are changing
(also with negative effects).
How can we stop all this? There are many tweaks that we can make to our everyday lives, which
will help us to be more mindful and considerate of our impact on the planet. One way is to think
about the 3 R’s: Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. Reducing means cutting back on the amount of waste
that we create. We can reuse items, which means we don’t need to throw them away. Recycling is
the process of using rubbish to create new products so that they can be resold. The rotting waste in
landfill sites gives off methane, and incinerating waste will create other greenhouse gases,
including carbon dioxide (which, as mentioned above, contribute to global warming). Shockingly,
much of the waste that goes into landfill sites can actually be recycled! Other ways of making
changes can include ensuring that we turn off electricity when we don’t need it, choosing different
transport, reducing our use of plastic (especially single-use disposable plastic items) and looking
for alternative sources of energy (renewable energy).
Thank you for reading this. We hope that this has been helpful and informative. What change will
you make today?
— Miss Maskell and Elm Class

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington Choirs will give their summer concerts in Kennington on Friday 6th and
Saturday 7th July in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road at 7.30 p.m. It will be a
performance of the:
Gilbert & Sullivan comic opera The Sorcerer
Details on page 45. It will be an evening of sparkle and fun for the whole family! Entrance is
FREE, but there will be a collection for the Kennington Overseas Aid Project 2018.
Don’t Miss it. And bring a comfy cushion!
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The Rev Rosemary Davies
The Rev Rosemary Davies has been the Methodist Minister of Kennington, with Headington and
Rose Hill, for the last 10 years. At the end of July she will take up a new appointment as the
Superintendent Minister of the Neath Circuit in South Wales.
During her time here, Rosemary and her husband Robert have made many friends in the village. We
invite all those who know them to come to the Methodist Church on Sunday 1st July at 10:30 a.m.
to hear Rosemary preach for the last time as Minister of Kennington and to say their goodbyes. The
service will be followed by a Bring & Share lunch. We warmly invite all her friends to come along
and share this morning with us.
Our new Minister, the Rev Dr. Stephen Maunder, now serving in East London, will begin his
ministry here on 1st September.
— Trevor Cowlett

Kennington Link WI
After business and refreshment, we were treated to a brilliant talk by Helen
Horseman. Helen is a former IT teacher and did her sabbatical in 2012, volunteering
for 3 months in Ethiopia. Ethiopia is one of the twenty poorest countries in the world.
Her basic accommodation was in the capital Addis Ababa. Here three to seven volunteers
were provided with three meals a day. Injera (a sourdough bread) was served with every meal.
Cabbage was popular too. No cutlery was provided, and food was eaten with the right hand.
Helen treated herself to a swim in the pool and a shower once a week at the Hilton Hotel, which
cost £6. In contrast the taxi there cost 2p!
The school, where Helen helped, taught children aged 3 to 8. The timetable included maths, English
and science. At the end of exams, those leaving had a graduation ceremony and dressed up in blue
robes and mortar boards.
Sport and music came after school hours. Helen, with her liking for football, provided them with a
football, which they adored playing with. Later, balloons became a favourite too. The children had
never heard of Oxford but knew all about Chelsea and Manchester United!
Just about everything could be bought from the stalls set up along the streets and Helen was able to
set up an IT lab by purchasing tools, etc., from these.
Helen told us how she had visited a leprosy colony. Here a weaving factory had been set up
employing 150 of those affected. She showed us some of the bags these enterprising people had
made.
Helen accompanied her talk with photos, helping it to make a very entertaining one. Pat Mabbutt
was happy to give a sincere vote of thanks.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 4 th July, when our speaker, John Paine, will talk about
Tigers and Maharajahs.
There will be no meeting in August.
On Wednesday 5th September, Chris Caddy will talk about Sherlock Homes.
Visitors are always welcome.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Tuesday 17th: Evening garden visit to the Grange Chalgrove
This is an 11-acre private garden and part of the National Garden Scheme, opening by special
arrangement with the owner Mrs Vikki Farren. The garden features herbaceous borders, a field
turned into a prairie with many grasses, a lake with bridges and a series of ponds, and many other
features.
Transport will be by private car. At the time of booking, you are requested to advise whether you
can provide transport or you will need transport.
Assemble in the village centre car park to leave at 6:30 p.m. with a view to arrival by 7 p.m.
Drivers please note the address: Berrick Road, Chalgrove, OX44 7RO. Further travel details in due
course.
The cost is £6 per person, which should be paid within seven days of booking. Places can be
booked with Marilyn Farr on 326519.
Despite the entry in May’s Chronicle, we will not be serving cheese and wine on this occasion.
Sunday 1st July: Kennington Open Gardens
In addition to the open garden displays, if anyone would like to add flowers to the church display
on Sunday 1st, we would be really grateful. Deliver to the church on Friday evening or Saturday
morning. Thanks.
Saturday 7th July
Member Adrian Miles of 174 Polar Grove will open his garden on Saturday 7 th, 2–4 p.m.
Admission is £2pp and includes delicious homemade cake. All proceeds will go to Sobell House.
Do support Adrian if you can for such a worthy cause. Pay on arrival.
Tuesday 4th September: Coach Outing to RHS Wisley
This outing coincides with Wisley flower show, which we have visited on various occasions. Our
affiliation to the RHS means a substantial saving to members; you pay only for the coach.
Consequently this outing is for existing members only. Places can be reserved with Maureen
Winkfield on 454326.
The cost is £10pp payable within seven days of booking. Demand is likely to be high. Remember
that there is no August Chronicle!
The coach will depart at 8:30 a.m. from Manor Grove calling at bus stops through the village.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£12
£70
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 01865 429135
29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

47

Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre
Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Strollers
Playfield Road pavilion
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Table Tennis
Youth Club
Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public

Sun

1

Wed
Fri
Sat
Sat
Mon

4
6
7
7
9

Tue

10

Wed
Thu
Wed
Mon

11
12
18
23

Methodist Church
Methodist Church

7:30 p.m.

The Sorcerer by Gilbert & Sullivan

Methodist Church

10 a.m.–12 noon Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale & Summer Event
2 p.m.
Festival Group
10 a.m.
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
7:30 p.m.
Parish Council Planning
7:15 p.m.
Kennington Women’s Institute
7:30 p.m.
Parish Council meeting
10:30 a.m.
Short Service
2 p.m.
Festival Group
Mon–Fri 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. & 2–4 p.m.
Thu also 6–8 p.m.
KOA Shop daily until 18th August
Sat 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Parish Council Planning

Mon 30
Tue

10:30 a.m.
2:15 p.m.

July
KOA Open Gardens
Final service of the Rev Rosemary Davies as Minister
Kennington Link WI: Tigers & Maharajahs
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Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Village Centre

August
Wed
Mon
Tue
Sat
Mon
Tue

1
6
14
18
20
21

2:15 p.m.
12:30–3:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
10 a.m.–12:30 p.m
2 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Wed 5 2:15 p.m.
Mon 10 2 p.m.
10 a.m.
Tue 11
7:30 p.m.
Wed 12 7:15 p.m.
Thu 13 7:30 p.m.
Sat 22 3–5 p.m.
Mon 24 2 p.m.

Kennington Link WI
Festival Group Lunch
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
KOA Shop last day
Festival Group
Parish Council Planning

Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

September
Kennington Link WI: Sherlock Homes
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Women’s Institute
Parish Council meeting
Kennington Good Neighbours tea party
Festival Group

Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre

Index of Contents: page 3.
48

Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 47.
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