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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Services in October
Sun 7th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 14th 9:30 a.m. Harvest Celebration with
Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline

Sun 21st 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in Church Hall
Sun 28th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m.
Songs of Praise at Radley

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m.
Little Lambs this month will be on Wednesdays 10th and 24th. Doors open at 9:15 a.m.
Youth Group Sundays 14th and 28th at 6–7:30 p.m. in the Church room and Hut at Radley. For
details contact Alison Mathew or Rob Glenny.
Bus Pass Group: The next event will be a lunch on the Friday 19th at 12:30 p.m. in the church
hall (soup and a roll plus puddings). Everybody very welcome—01865 730950 for more
information.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on Sunday 21st. The doors open at 9:30 a.m. and it usually
finishes by about 11. You can come and have a continental breakfast, and then feel free to
wander around and see the activities or join in a discussion if you want to, all very
relaxed. Adults and children of all ages can enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to
explore how we see God at work in the world around us and to reflect on the creativity of
God. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see how it works! You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service, come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
Prayer: On Saturday 20th, there will be an opportunity to spend some time praying for the proposed
new housing developments and for our communities. At 9:30 a.m. every third Saturday at St James
Church, Radley.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner, which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
3

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
Services in October
7th 10:30 a.m. Our Morning Worship will be led by Graham Kirby, from Kidlington.
14th 10:30 a.m. Morning Worship will be led by the Rev John Rowland, one of our
Supernumerary Ministers, who lives in the village.
21st 10:30 a.m. Our own Minister, the Rev Dr. Stephen Maunder, will lead our Morning
Worship, which will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
28th 10:30 a.m. 51st Church Anniversary: Morning Service led by Matt Stammers from
Berinsfield. This will be a service of Alternative Worship, with Songs of Praise.
Other activities
The Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group will meet on Tuesday 16th October at
2:30 p.m. All details from Dilys Cale on 01865 739774. This group is open to everyone.
Coffee Morning Tuesday 9th in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new?
You will be most welcome. The next Coffee Morning is 10 a.m. on Tuesday 13th November.
The September Coffee Morning raised £90.25.
Hiring a room at the church
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor
Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on
Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Kennington Festival Group
Are you at a loose end on Monday afternoons and want a bit of company? Why not come
and join us if you are over 60. Spend a couple of hours social get-together with friendly
people. Enjoy a cup of tea and a cake for the princely sum of £1 including a raffle ticket!
If you feel a bit shy about coming on your own the first time please get in touch with me.
If you have mobility problems we have some very nice volunteer drivers.
Next meetings are on Mondays:
8th
Lunch at the Tandem for members, followed by afternoon meeting also in Tandem
22nd Village Centre, 2–4 p.m.
For more information please contact me.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Link WI
It was good to get together again after our summer break.
Chris Caddy was our speaker. He gave us a most interesting talk about Sherlock Holmes,
the world-famous consulting fictional detective.
Holmes lived at 221b Baker Street, according to the stories written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
There is a museum housed there now and is the only museum to be dedicated to a fictional person.
Short stories about the detective first appeared in the magazine The Strand, and were successful
immediately. Holmes’s popularity and fame are such that many believed him not to be a fictional
character but a real individual.
The tales have been adapted into stage and radio plays, television, films and other media for over a
hundred years.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 3rd, when Kathrine Bradley speaks about 19th and early 20th
Century Dress Reform. Why not come and join us? You would be most welcome.
Reminder: There will be a group meeting on Tuesday 16th at 2 p.m. It will be held at the Methodist
Church, and the speaker is Christine Wallace, who took part in The Great British Bake Off. All are
welcome.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Fitting Into Food Chains
End of Summer, moving into Autumn. Nature’s harvest has been enjoyed, and in some cases, is still
upon us. Nature itself has and will consume its share. We humans seem to resent birds especially
eating some of what we call ‘our’ gooseberries, ‘our’ strawberries, ‘our’ red currants. It is a
paradox; we want nature to share our gardens, but not share ‘its’ produce. By growing the
aforementioned fruits, we are already building a food chain. We are just one of many inhabiting
those food chains. Every plant we grow is a host to one creature or another. We can’t stop that, yet,
we put so much energy into trying.
As Autumn moves into Winter, remember to grow more berries for Winter feeding birds. We seem
happy to share the produce we don’t or can’t eat with wildlife, but that’s not so regarding ‘our’ own
prized produce.
I challenge you to think of the food chains in your gardens and how you fit into them, rather than
dictate them. There’s enough food for us and the wildlife to live side by side.
9

Kennington Women’s Institute
There was a lot to talk about at our September meeting as we needed to get up to
date with all that had happened over the hot summer. The afternoon tea in August
at the home of our Secretary, Jean Holt, was enjoyed by everyone.
After several announcements and reminders of future events brought to our attention by the
President, we were ready to settle down to listen to our speaker.
Linda Andrews had agreed, at very short notice, to talk to us about the First Nation Peoples in
Canada. Linda showed us some very colourful slides depicting artefacts, types of dress and the face
paint of the Chippewa people. Some of these people now live on a Reserve in Cape Crocker in
Canada but originally they came across from Siberia thousands of years ago. Linda explained her
close connection and her ongoing interest in these gentle people. It was delightful to hear facts
about tepee building and to watch a short film clip of a modern powwow. Linda’s talks are always
very interesting and we thank her for coming to us.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 10 th in the Village Centre, when our speaker, David Holt, will
give his talk, “Thomas Barnardo, the Doctor.” You are very welcome to come along and listen to
David’s talk at 7:15 p.m.
Our Fundraising Coffee Morning is on Tuesday 16th from 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon in the Methodist
Church and we do hope you will join us.
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Friends of St Swithun’s School
The Friends of St Swithun’s School (FOSS) say a huge thank you for all of
your support over the last school year. We hosted some great events, including
a record-breaking May Fair, and raised around £15,000 for the school. This is
a truly amazing figure, and is only possible because of the support that we
receive from the whole community. Thank you to everyone who attended or
helped at any of our events—we look forward to seeing you again soon, and
have some great plans for the upcoming year (see below for dates!).
The money that we raise allows the school to invest in projects and resources that many other
schools do not enjoy. In recent years, we have paid for the wooden outdoor play equipment,
staging, lighting and sound equipment for drama activities and productions, and IT resources. This
year our main project is funding the development of the Nursery and Saplings outdoor area, and the
initial groundwork took place over the summer holidays. The site is now taking shape, and we’re
looking forward to seeing the exciting new play area develop over the coming months.
We hope that this school year will be just as successful for FOSS, and have some brilliant events
lined up. On Friday 12th, we have an exclusive play session at Partyman World, 5–7 p.m. Bring
your kids along to blow off some steam before the weekend, while you relax and enjoy a chat with
other parents. Tickets are £5 per child (parents free!), and are available on the door on the night—
part of the entrance fee will go to FOSS.
Then on Friday 2nd November it’s time to dust off your dancing shoes at our school discos!
Reception and KS1 hit the floor 6–7:15 p.m., while KS2 show us their moves 7:30–9 p.m. The
tunes will be pumping in the Key Stage 2 hall, and tickets will be on sale before half term and in
the week before the disco.
Our wonderful Christmas Fair is back to get everyone in the festive spirit on Saturday 1st
December, 11 a.m.–2 p.m. All are welcome to come and browse a range of unique gifts, made by
talented local craftspeople. Try your luck on our fabulous festive tombola, while enjoying some
festive refreshments from our pop-up café and seasonal entertainment. There’s a rumour going
around that Father Christmas himself may even make an appearance! We are currently looking for
stallholders to sell their wares at the fair. Tables are £10, plus a donation to the raffle. If you would
like a stall, please either email FOSS at friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com or contact Kerri Morse via
Facebook or on 07908 109670.
And finally, we know you wouldn’t want to miss our fantastic May Fair, so here’s a chance to get
the date in your diary: next year the fun will all happen on Saturday 18th May!

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington Choirs will be giving their annual performance of Handel’s Messiah in the
Holywell Music Room in Oxford on Sunday 28th at 2:30 p.m.
The soloists will be:
Claire Barratt (Soprano)
Ian Barratt (Tenor)
Jamal Sutton (Piano)

Serenna Wagner (Mezzo Soprano)
Stephen Barratt (Baritone)
Trevor Cowlett (Conductor)

Entrance is free. There will be a collection for SSNAP (Support for the Sick Newborn and their
Parents).
This is a “Sing-In” performance and we invite everyone to…
COME AND SING!
COME AND LISTEN!
COME AND GIVE!
It will be an afternoon of glorious music. Don’t miss it!
13

Citizens Advice Bureau: Parking tickets
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)
There can be few experiences as disheartening and utterly deflating as
floating back to your car after some marvellously therapeutic shopping trip, laden with parcels and
shopping bags, to find a black and yellow parking notification attached to your windscreen, like
some enormous striped stinging hornet—and certainly having a stinging effect on your feelings too.
It could spoil anyone’s day—but don't let it! Don’t panic, don’t curse and don’t waste any time
before getting to grips with the problem.
The Citizens Advice Bureau website has a useful section which you should consult:
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/law-and-courts/parking-tickets
If you think that the ticket was justified (let’s face it, some of them are), one option is to pay the
fine right away, thus getting a substantial discount:
• 50% if you pay a Penalty Charge Notice or Excess Charge Notice within 14 days
• 40–60% if you pay a Parking Charge Notice within 14 days
If you think that you were parked correctly and within the rules, or there were mitigating
circumstances, you can try an appeal (but don't pay a ticket issued by a parking company that isn’t a
member of the Accredited Trade Association, as they can't force you to pay or take you to court).
If you appeal, you should explain that you didn’t break any rules, and, if possible, send evidence to
prove it.
Citizens Advice is frequently consulted about parking tickets. If you get one and aren’t sure how to
proceed, it’s comforting to know that there are sympathetic people whom you can talk to.
For more help, contact Citizens Advice on Adviceline 03444 111444, or drop in to your nearest
Citizens Advice. For locations and opening hours see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshiresouth-vale

KOA
www.koa.org.uk
When you read this, KOA’s golden finale will have taken place. Tools for SelfReliance will have received a cheque for the money we raised in 2018 thanks to
you. We will post some pictures and announce the results in our final Chronicle entry in November.
There will be a meeting on Wednesday 14th
November in St Swithun’s Hall at 8 p.m. We need
20 people to come to be able to formally wind up
KOA, so please put the date in your diary.
In 2018, as well as raising money, we also
collected tools and sewing machines to enable
disadvantaged young people in Northern Ghana to
have a means to earn a living. The money you
raised will provide the training. Here are pictures
of the final delivery!
Thank you Kennington for 50 years of
fundraising to change hundreds of thousands of
lives for the better. Many of the projects were revolving loans and empowerment projects so will
continue and the buildings and infrastructure with Kennington’s name on should stand for many
years.
Co-chair
Sylvia Vetta
07809 054969
sylviavetta@gmail.com
Co-chair
Halcyon Leonard
01865 452783
halcyon.leonard@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Good Neighbours
We are a Team of Volunteers who offer help for Kennington
residents, especially the elderly.
Where there is a genuine need we can transport those without
to local Hospitals, Health Centre, Dentist, Hairdresser, etc.
If you live on you own, or maybe just don’t get out to meet other people and feel lonely, please get
in touch with me and I will come and have a chat with you. Anything we talk about will be
confidential.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER as a Driver or Visitor or just need more information
please get in touch with me.
Please check the Village List for information about local services, and organisations.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggg@virginmedia.com

Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field
Join us on Saturday 27th October in the Kennington Memorial Field for our autumn
“scrub bash”. The session, which will be led by the Abingdon Green Gym, will be
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., and we will meet by the pavilion at the end of Playfield Road.
No previous experience is necessary. Wear stout shoes or wellies and old clothes. Hand tools and
elevenses will be provided, but please bring gardening gloves and secateurs or loppers if you have
them. We will be cutting back the brambles and thorn scrub and having a big bonfire, so there’s
plenty to do to suit all ages and abilities. We’d be delighted if you can join us for some good
exercise outside in convivial company.
For more information, contact Oxford Preservation Trust on info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk or
01865 242918.
— Rachel Sanderson, r.sanderson@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

KADS News
Robinson Crusoe and the Pirates by Alan P Frayn—join us in January for this nautical
pantomime with the feel-good factor. Rehearsals are well underway and it’s already
looking and sounding fantastic. Add to this the spectacular costumes, make-up and
scenery from our talented team, and you know you're in for a treat!
Tickets are on sale at the Box Office from 01865 739025 or boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk.
Tickets are just £10 adults, £8 concessions, and £30 for a family of four (under 5s go free on laps).
Matinees are selling very well, so book soon!
Performance dates and times at the Kennington Village Centre
Friday
25th January 7:30 p.m.
Saturday 26th
2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
th
Sunday
27
12 noon & 4 p.m.
st
Thursday 31
7:30 p.m.
Friday
1st February 7:30 p.m.
Saturday
2nd
2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Look out for more information in next month's Chronicle, on posters around the village, and on our
KADS Facebook page at www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS.
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Luke’s Fund Bingo
The family is continuing to raise money for The Fund in memory of Luke. We are having a…
Bingo on Friday 26th
Doors open at 7 p.m. Eyes down 7:30 p.m.
There will also be a raffle, and if you would like to donate a raffle prize, that would be appreciated.
Lucky number entrance ticket £2 includes Nibbles.
Drinks will be on sale.
Thank you all for your continuing support. Contact me for more information.
— Margaret 07540 755711 mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Annual Show 2018. The committee thanks all society members and members of the public for the
support given to the Societies’ annual show on Saturday 8 September. Special thanks also to our
various helpers working behind the scenes.
Similar to last year, over 170 exhibits were on display, and the judges (and others) commented on
the high standard of the exhibits.
It was good to welcome new parents with young children, exhibiting in the adult as well as
children’s classes for the first time. Thank you all for your support. Here is a list of trophy winners.
1. Kennington Cup for most points in vegetable classes: Steve Carr
2. Millenary Cup for the most points in flower classes: Margaret Young
3. Rose Bowl for best exhibit in roses section: Maureen Winkfield
4. Floral Art Cup for most points in floral art classes: Margaret Gardner
5. Millennium Cup for best exhibit in floral art classes: Margaret Gardner
6. Challenge Cup for most points in preserves & cookery: Margaret Buck
7. Gladys Prior Junior Floral Art Cup: Arthur Ford
8. Miniature Cup, child up to age 7 group: Robin Ash
9. Junior Cup, child 8 to 11 group: Alex Hampton
10. Banjo Cup, best vegetable exhibit: Steve Carr, Parsnips
11. Horton Cup, best vase of chrysanthemums: not allocated
12. Dahlia Challenge Cup, most points in dahlia class: Tony Gunn
13. Peter Baker Cup, best photograph in show: Marilyn Farr
Coming Up!
Wednesday 17th October, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre: Our autumn series of talks kicks off with the
return of Chris Ward, who will talk about “Iconic National Parks of the USA.” Chris is an excellent
speaker and this promises to be an excellent evening.
AGM and talk, Wednesday 28 November, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre: The AGM will be followed
by a talk from a new speaker, Robert Harvey. Robert’s title is, “Travels in search of Remarkable
plants.”
Crocus bulbs
After two years of successful planting and popular feedback, we are joining again with Oxford Isis
Rotary in planting purple crocus bulbs as part of the fight against polio, which is almost eradicated
worldwide. If you have a maintained safe grass verge we may be able to supply you with some
bulbs for planting. Call 730961.
18
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.
Wednesday 3rd, 11 a.m.–12 noon: A Special Coffee Talk
Life ‘Writing’ Session led by Pamela Allen and Sylvia Vetta
We invite you to bring along an object of special significance to you, and suggest that you briefly
relate a life experience story connected to it. Could this be the start of writing about your life?
Telling stories is a good way to get into writing them! Do join us. Coffee from 10:30.
Week beginning Monday 15th October is National Get Online Week!
We challenge everyone, whether a novice or
experienced, to learn a new online skill this week.
Our Digital Helper, David, will be on hand to help
in the afternoons of Monday 15th and Friday 19th,
and in the morning on Wednesday 17th. In addition,
Carole Newbigging (last month’s Coffee Talk
speaker) will be available on Wednesday 17th to
help you with Ancestry online, Family History
research. Please book a slot with either David or Carole (15 minutes, 30 minutes, an hour) either in
person at the library or by phone.
FREE events for those under school age this month
Rhyme Time: Monday 8th, 2:30–3 p.m.
Story Time: Wednesday 31st, 11–11:30 a.m.
Do come along! (Please note that children must be accompanied by an adult for all events.)
For your diary: A quiz night in aid of FOKL
Following the success of last year’s quiz, Tonks Brothers are again generously sponsoring and
running a Quiz Night for us on Saturday 10 th November in the Church Hall.
Tickets at £10 include a meal and a glass of wine, from the library and
treasurer@friendsofkennigntonlibrary.org.uk. Please buy your tickets early to
avoid disappointment.
The 2018 Summer Reading Challenge: Mischief Makers
Many congratulations to everyone who completed the challenge, many of
whom received their medals and certificates at the party we held on Saturday
15th September. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with running the
Challenge and to the parents and families who encouraged the children in their
endeavours.
01865 730763
News at www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary
Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman
Pamela Allen
chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary
Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer
Hugh Fleming
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
21

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
Over the summer, work was carried out to clear our garden area, which was overgrown
and under-used. We now have a wonderful space, which, during the next couple of
years, will be developed as an allotment in one half, and as a multi-sensory spiritual
garden in the other. If any Chronicle readers have any expertise in garden and landscape design that
you would be willing to share with us, we would really appreciate some help with our design ideas.
Another area that has seen significant change over the summer is the outdoor learning area for
Saplings, our Early Years department. This has massively increased the space available to the
children for outdoor learning and we are all excited about the development of what will become a
fabulous learning area and a real asset to the school.
Both of these projects have been funded by the Friends of St Swithun’s (FOSS, page 13). It is their
support that enhances significantly the resources that we are able to provide for the children. Thank
you if you have supported FOSS events (especially the May Fair); the money raised by FOSS
events is always put to very good use and never taken for granted. We know how lucky we are to
have the unfailing support of our parents/carers and the wider community. Thank you from all of us
at St Swithun’s.
We started the year with a whole-school project with a music theme called ‘The Beat Goes On’. At
the time of writing, we are all looking forward to the workshops in which the children will take
part, developing their own percussion music, led by a former member of the percussion group
‘Stomp’.
Our journalists this month are from Willow, Miss Winstone’s class of Year 3 children, who are
reporting on their start to the year.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher

Willow class
Although it has only been a short time since the beginning of the new
school year, there has been a lot happening in Willow class. A time of
excitement: seeing old friends and making new ones as well as
managing the transition from Key Stage 1 and a classroom in a
different building. Settling in, we have been busy with ‘getting to
know you’ activities and making our classroom feel like a place we
want to be and are eager to learn. Every one of us has been putting our
creative skills to good use to develop our worship area by making Christian ichthus symbols—
weaving wool and making fishes with (you guessed it) willow wood!
As well as the whole-school music project, Willow class is kicking off the new
academic year looking back in time with our Year 3 topic, Romans Rule! On
our Whizz Bang day we went on a Roman artefact hunt and tracked down
picture clues on the school ground using a map with key and grid references.
Back in class we were able to examine the real Roman artefacts lent to us by
the Oxfordshire Museum. Later on in the term we’ll be off to Chedworth
Roman Villa to learn more about what life was like in Roman Britain. It
promises to be a very exciting term.
— Miss Winstone & Willow class (Year 3)
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Kennington Youth Club
New Term. At the time of writing we have only met once since the summer
break, and we’re delighted to welcome back the majority of last year’s
members. We tried out a new team game involving our newly purchased hula
hoops as well as being deeply impressed by some of the hula hooping skills
of our members (less so those of our volunteers).
Opening on Wednesdays in October
3rd & 10th: Meeting at the Youth Club hall
17th: Members-only bowling trip to Hollywood Bowl (Kassam Stadium)
31st: Halloween Event—costumes optional
Please note we shall not be open on 23rd as it is half term.
Membership. The Youth Club is open to young people who are in school years 5–9. If you’d like
to find out more about membership or join our waiting list, please contact
members.kyc@gmail.com.
50:50 Draw Winners
Congratulations to our September winners. The winning balls were:
• 1st prize: ball 18, who won £32.20
• 2nd prize: ball 41, who won £9.20
• 3rd prize: ball 29, who won £4.60
If you’d like to find out more about buying a ticket for our draw please email kycdraw@gmail.com.
Committee Changes
We extend our thanks to our outgoing maintenance and village hall representative, Tyrone Smith,
who is stepping down after many years of involvement with the Youth Club.
We also thank and welcome Vickie Ward, who is joining our committee, and our three new trustees,
who are taking on additional roles in the Club as we move to become a CIO (Charitable
Incorporated Organisation): Jenny Forder, Hannah Forder-Ball and Helen Horseman.
Donation Thank You
Adam Peach Carpentry (www.adampeachcarpentry.wordpress.com) have generously donated an
essential maintenance toolbox to the club. Adam has also done various maintenance and painting
jobs for us around the club. A big thank-you to him.
Volunteering Opportunities
There are a number of roles that we are currently looking for volunteers to undertake, both on club
nights and at other times. To find out more about out more about our current volunteer position
please visit our website https://kenningtonyouthclub.com/volunteer/current-volunteer-opportunities/
or email youthclubkennington@gmail.com to arrange a no-commitment chat.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Kennington Scouts
Endeavour’s Activities! At Endeavour Cub pack on Thursday nights we like to
try a variety of fun activities. This year we started it off with fencing lessons
from a local instructor, who kitted out all the Cubs with the necessary protection
and instructed them how to parry and thrust with their épées and foils. The sight of 16 Cubs lined
up with face masks and swords all “On guard” is a memory I will always keep.
When we are not wielding weaponry we
also like to embrace culture such as
Burns night. We kicked off with
Scottish-related games involving caber
tossing and sword dancing. A cooked
haggis was paraded in with great gusto,
the address was read and the Stirling
prayer recited. The haggis was
enthusiastically consumed by the Cubs
with oat cakes and shortbread, and washed down with Irn Bru.
An “Extreme Board Games” evening was held where board games are taken to another level with
added challenges and tasks to complete.
Easter Party. As the Cubs have such fun when they visit Edith Court at Christmas to sing carols for
the residents, they decided that an Easter party should be organised too. Entertainment involved
bingo where the prizes were Easter eggs, which the Cubs devoured as well as eating the chocolate
and drinks kindly supplied by the residents.
As part of our “Communicator Badge” we visited Youlbury Scout camp and split into groups trying
to relay messages to each other across open spaces using flags.
We learnt the art of making pizzas from one of our Italian Cubs family. As the
weather was so good we did everything outside, thus ensuring that the mess
was kept to an absolute maximum.
We visited St Michael’s Church in Headington where the local campanology
society taught the Cubs bell-ringing.
Every year there are various large events where many Scout groups attend. In
May we teamed up with our Beaver and Scout sections and attended the
Oxford Spires District 20th birthday camp! Everyone had a fantastic time
getting to know the other sections and groups from around the District, as well
as taking part in some brilliant activities, including climbing, abseiling, African
drumming, face painting, laser tag, orienteering, Indian dancing, woggle
making, shelter building, tomahawk throwing, archery, and so much more! We
can’t wait for the year ahead!
See you all at our Fire Works Night on Saturday 3rd November!
We now have young people on the waiting list for every section (Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts). While it's lovely to be popular, we'd like everyone to get the
chance to challenge themselves and have fun in the Scouting tradition. Adults,
male or female, young or ancient, novice or wise, handy or just willing, please
get in touch to offer some time to get to know the kids in our community and
have fun yourself. kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
Scouting is open to all children aged 6–14. If you are interested in joining, we
have a waiting list for kids, but space for adults! Please contact us at
kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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Playgroup Spooktacular: Autumn Activity Morning
Saturday 13th at 10 a.m.–12 noon
£1 per person
Bring along the whole family
Enjoy a range of autumnal activities
Feast on tea, coffee, cake
Win fantastic days out!
Pop it in your diary now!

Information Fair
Thursday 11th, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Apple Café, St Swithun’s Church Hall, The Avenue, Kennington, OX1 5PL
A free event to meet your local networkers and other organisations who are here to help you. There
is a wealth of information from Age UK Oxfordshire, Trading Standards, Vale of White Horse
District Council, Kennington Memory Club and others.
If you would like to find out about what support is out there for you or a family member why not
come along and see us. We look forward to
meeting you at your own community café.
More information from Ann on 07827 235440 or
anncollins@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk.

Coffee Morning
A date for your diary
Kennington Women’s Institute invites you to a
Coffee Morning: Tuesday 16th October, 10:30 a.m.–12 noon
Methodist Church, Upper Road
Tea or coffee and cake £1.50
Raffle — Sales Table
All very welcome!

Kennington Playgroup: AGM, CIO
Old School Buildings, Charity registration № 1017297
Wednesday 10th, 7:30 p.m. at the Playgroup
Kennington Playgroup will be holding its Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 10th. The
playgroup is a registered charitable organisation run by volunteers.
We are currently looking to fill the positions of Chair and Secretary, as well as general committee
members.
Without volunteers we can’t continue our service, so please join us for our AGM and help make a
difference in our community.
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New telephone number to book Kennington Village Centre
From the end of September 2018 the number to book the Village Centre will change from
01865 730353 to 07843 743718.
The email remains as peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Kennington History Society
We did not meet in July and August.
At the time of writing, we are looking forward to a talk on “Oxfordshire Country Houses” by
Alastair Lack.
In October we are scheduled to have a talk called “Anglo Saxon Oxford” by Ruth Buckley.
All talks start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church. Non-members are charged £2.50. There is free
coffee, tea and biscuits at the close of a talk, though we invite donations.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

British Legion Poppy Collection 2018
This years’ poppy collection will take place from Thursday 25 th October to Sunday 11th November
inclusive.
If you were a poppy seller in 2017 and are happy to collect again this year, you need do nothing and
your poppy collection box and poppies will be delivered to you in time to start the collection.
If you are not available this year, it would be helpful if you could advise the Poppy Appeal
Organiser for Kennington, Alison Peedell, on 01865 730961 or alisonpeedell@hotmail.co.uk.
If you have not collected in the past and would like to help us, please register your interest with
Alison. This is a very worthwhile cause, and collectors usually experience a very positive reaction
from householders.

1st Kennington Guides
This term, we have started working on the new Girlguiding programme. So far,
we have tried an investment game and some taekwondo moves. We also took
part in the animal Olympics, seeing how our running, jumping, blinking and
sense of smell compared with the elites of the animal kingdom. We look
forward to continuing with the new programme, including some camping
activities and cooking over hike stoves.
During half term, some of our Guides will be taking part in the County Guide day, joining in
activities on a first aid theme.
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£12
£70
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
Currently full
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group
Village Centre
Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Memory Club
Methodist Church
Monday and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Table Tennis
Youth Club
Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
Tue
Wed
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon

2
3
8
9
10
11
13
15

Tue

16

Wed
Mon
Tue
Fri

17
22
23
26

Sun
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7:30 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
12:30–3:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
7:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
7;30 p.m.
2 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
2:30 p.m.

Mon
Wed
Thu

5 2 p.m.
7 2:15 p.m.
8 7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Sat 10
7:30 p.m.
Sun 11
10 a.m.
Tue 13
7:30 p.m.
Wed 14 7:15 p.m.
Mon 19 2 p.m.
7:45 p.m.

October
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Kennington Link WI: Last 2 centuries: Dress reform
Methodist Church
Festival Group: Lunch meeting
Village Centre
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Church
Kennington WI
Village Centre
Parish Council Meeting
Village Centre
Oxford Ceilidh: Boldwood
Village Centre
Kennington History Society: Anglo-Saxon Oxford
Methodist Church
Ecumenical Fellowship Group: contact Dilys Cale on 739774
Kennington WI Coffee Morning
Methodist Church
Kenn. Horticultural Society: National Parks in USA
Village Centre
Festival Group
Village Centre
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Luke’s Fund: Bingo
Village Centre
Songs of Praise
Methodist Church
Handel’s Messiah
Holywell Music Room, Oxford
November
Festival Group
Kennington Link WI: Beer, sausage and Marmalade
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Library: Quiz Night
Oxford Ceilidh: Oxford Nags
Remembrance Day
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI
Festival Group
Kennington History Society: Lost Abbey of Eynsham

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Church Hall
Village Centre
War Memorial
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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