
Your Village Magazine
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

KENNINGTON CHRONICLE
December 2018

The Village Magazine
now in its 35th year — Issue 388

Carols Around the Tree (9); Winter gardens (9)

Fire warning (17); Warm Home discount (30)

Parish Council matters (42)

… and more

Many Father Christmases make light work!

Happy Christmas from the Kennington Chronicle team



The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

robertglenny@gmail.com 01235 554739
Jeanette van der Werf (Admin)

rsk.benefice@gmail.com 07770 917466
Associate Clergy

Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
Rev Peter Stanway 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall 9:25 a.m.
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590
St Swithun’s Guild 4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 p.m.
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 415105
CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group) 9:30 a.m.
3rd Sunday Messy Church in Church 9:25 a.m.

Morning Prayer in Church Hall 9:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday only Evening Service 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays Communion 10:30 a.m.
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR..........................................................................................................999
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO C7255 Zack Earl............................................101
NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk....................................................111
Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk...................01865 730911
Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)................................................khcppg@gmail.com
Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
Village Centre Bookings......peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.....................................07843 743718
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)..............................01235 422422
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults) .........................................................................0800 317802
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.......bobtjohnston@gmail.com.............................01865 730209
What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z

2 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
mailto:bobtjohnston@gmail.com
mailto:peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com
mailto:peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com
mailto:peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com
mailto:clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
mailto:khcppg@gmail.com
http://www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk/
http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/
mailto:rsk.benefice@gmail.com
mailto:robertglenny@gmail.com
http://www.stswithunskennington.org/


Index of Contents

Articles & Advertisements.....................................................................................6–47
Church pages............................................................................................................3–5
Contacts and Submissions..........................................................................................47
Kennington Village Diary..........................................................................................48
Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives.............................................48
The Parish Church of St Swithun.................................................................................2
Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts.......................................................................2

St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

Presence, not Presents

“Christmas is coming, the geese are getting fat…” I am sure you remember the rhyme and you
don’t need reminding that Christmas draws ever nearer. Are you ready? Tree up and decorated;
food bought; relatives and friends invited; freezer full of canapés, sausage rolls and mince pies?
Brussels sprouts simmering away gently? All the presents bought—and have you remembered the
batteries to make them go? So many Christmas surprises have been ruined by the lack of those
AAA batteries, haven’t they?

December is such a busy time you can’t remember everything no matter how many lists you write
or how organised you (think you) are. But somewhere, between preparing meals, making costumes
for nativity plays at school, remembering to post cards and presents by the correct days, we really
do need to STOP, SIT DOWN and remind ourselves why we are doing all this. It is Christmas—we
are celebrating the birth over two thousand years ago of a baby—a baby who was in fact God. A
miracle; as indeed every birth is. And we can give ourselves permission to stop the merry-go-round
that we are on and think about that amazing story once again. To think about the Creator God who
sent his Son into this dark world in order to bring light to the darkness and order to the chaos of our
lives and our world.

Many children will wake up excitedly on Christmas morning to open presents that have maybe cost
a great deal of money. Other children may not be as fortunate. It is probably well to remember that
‘money can’t buy me love,’ as the Beatles sang. Happy memories don’t always rely on beautiful
gifts, but on relationships: on families and friends spending time together to share stories, laughter,
love. These are good gifts to give and to receive.

Indeed, the greatest gift ever given does not need batteries, or overnight charging; it will not rust or
break or wear out. We are never too young or too old to accept it; we will never outgrow it. It does
not cost us a penny and it does not need feeding—it just needs love. You don’t need to spend
money on it because it is free. Freely given, and you are equally free to accept it, or to refuse it. The
greatest gift ever given is, of course, Jesus Christ. The baby born in Bethlehem who was destined to
be the Light of the World, and to die and rise again in order to save us from ourselves. Jesus came
to have a relationship with us—he does not want expensive toys—like us, he needs love and he is
willing to give us love in bucketloads. He wants to spend time with each of us;  he wants our
presence, not our presents.

Perhaps this year we need to think about giving our time to others, to consider extra donations to
the Food Banks (each church in the Benefice will be pleased to receive your gifts), to spend more
on the refugees and homeless than on ourselves. Our presence rather than our presents.
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Why not come and spend some time with us in one or more of our services throughout December—
give God your presence this year. Our Christmas services are listed in this Chronicle, and we look
forward to seeing you.

— With blessings, Rev Glynis Beckett

Services in December

Sun 2nd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 9th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
4 p.m. Christingle
6 p.m. Compline
7 p.m. Refresh (normal service)

Sun 16th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in Church Hall
6 p.m. Carols by Candlelight

Sun 23rd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m. Compline

Sun 24th 4 p.m. Nativity
11:30 p.m.Midnight Communion

Sun 25th 10 a.m. Family Communion

Sun 30th 9:30 a.m. Benefice Service, Sunningwell

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m,
but there will be no communion service on Thursday 27th.

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).

Messy  Church at  St  Swithun’s will  be  on  16th December,  and  we  will  celebrate  a  messy
Christmas. The doors open for Messy Church at 9:30 a.m. and it usually finishes by about

11. You can come and have breakfast—cereals, toast, croissants,  pain au chocolat, etc.
and then feel free to wander round and see the activities or join in a discussion if you
want to; all very relaxed. Adults and children of all ages can enjoy it. We use hands-on

activities to explore Bible stories and to reflect a God of creativity. Why not come along, grab a cup
of coffee and see how it works. You would be very welcome. 

Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service, come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner, which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Oxford
OX3 8AX
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You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

Services in December

2nd 10:30 a.m. Advent Sunday. Morning Worship will be led by Jane Lusty, from Kidlington.

9th 10:30 a.m. Advent 2. Our own Minister, the Rev Dr. Stephen Maunder, will conduct our
morning service, which will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

16th 10:30 a.m. Advent 3.  Morning Worship will be led by the  Rev Michael Sawyer,  one of
our retired ministers, from Enstone.

23rd 10:30 a.m. Advent 4. The Annual Carol Service, led by the Minister, the Rev Dr Stephen
Maunder, followed mince pies, tea and coffee.

30th 9:30 a.m. Please note the time.  A Family Service to celebrate Christmas  led by  Paul
Spray, from Oxford.

Christmas services

20th 7:30 p.m. Carols in the Lounge of Edith Court. Everyone is invited.

24th 3 p.m. The Christmas Eve service of Holy Communion.

25th 9:30 a.m. The Christmas service for Christmas Day.

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord

Other activities

The Tuesday Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group will meet on Tuesday 18th at 2:30 p.m.
All details from Dilys Cale on 01865 739774. This group is open to everyone.

There will be no monthly service in the Lounge of Edith Court this month. Instead, there will be
Carols in the Lounge on Thursday 20th at 7:30 p.m. Everyone is invited and there will be mince
pies and tea and coffee afterwards Come and enjoy a good sing!

Our Christmas Special Coffee Morning will be on  Tuesday 11th in the Methodist Church Hall
from  10 a.m.  onwards.  Bring  &  Buy  Stalls  available.  There  is  the  opportunity  to  buy  some
Christmas gifts. Why not enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new? You will be
most welcome.

Our January Coffee Morning will  be held on  Tuesday 8th  January at  10 a.m.  The November
Coffee Morning raised £75.65.

Hiring a room at the church

If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Carols Around the Tree

Join us on

Sunday 2nd December

at 6 p.m. for

Carols around the Tree

at the War Memorial

and afterwards in

St Swithun’s Church for

Hot mince pies and mulled wine.

We look forward to seeing you!

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

November Vibes

A former work colleague used to get down and despondent at the merest mention of November. He
felt it always to be dull, damp, grey and uninspiring.

Well, 1st November was just that, but was soon followed by flashes of sunshine, even wall to wall
sunshine some days.  As is  the norm in November the sun is  very low in the sky and whether
walking, cycling or driving, at times it is blindingly low.

The same work colleague used to say he hated driving in November as the sun was blinding. I used
to shake my head that one minute he felt its dull and grey; the next I’m being told by him it’s
blindingly sunny.

It begs the question, if November is the grey month, why do we also feel the sun to be so low in the
sky at that time of year. If it were truly a grey month, we’d never see where the sun was. The core
point of this particular article is that our assumptions and expectations of the time of year and the
environment around us, really impacts on our experience of it.

Thoughts and words are powerful. As such we can assume there is nothing to see, do, or even
experience in the wildlife garden.

Nothing could be further from the truth. Migrant birds like redwings and waxwings appear in many
gardens.  A late red admiral  butterfly  could appear  before it  hibernates.  Mahonias will  soon be
coming into flower, and now is a good time to see the odd bee in the garden, even in Winter.

24/7, 365 days per year, there’s always something occurring. Don’t let our preconceptions tell us
otherwise. Enjoy!

Happy Wildlife Gardening.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

The Kennington Choirs will give two concert performances in costume this year of Princess Ida by
Gilbert & Sullivan in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on Friday 7th & Saturday 8th

at 7:30 p.m. Our principals will come from the local operatic societies and, as always, there will be
excellent singing and much fun and laughter. Come and see how some Oxford male students breach
the walls of a ladies’ college in the late 19th century before mixed colleges became the norm. Could
they possibly be in “drag”?

Don’t miss Princess Ida. Entrance is Free. Collection for Action for Children.

The Messiah concert in October raised just over £800 for SSNAP, Support for the Sick Newborn
and their Parents at the John Radcliffe Hospital.

For fun

C L S P Q L U M O E H A X J H
Q N H O N S G S V V D S Z H K
I M B W M Y T I S R E V I N U
W T W R P M I H O N O V W G S
C L S T A X E F I N G D M Z I
V A R I Q S T R A L M D N W E
N D X N R R E W V A D B M Q V
A E A S E H R N H I H A H W Q
Q S P H T L C D O B L L S Y K
T N X A S A A S T S C L O G K
B O C Z E W N D U E E I E L D
S T I E C K I N G P N O E Y K
S R X D R A L N S A R L V D G
N E U W O L F S O N M O H R S
H M C M W R G P G D Y T C J E

Kennington History Society

In October  we had a  talk by Ruth Buckley  on Anglo Saxon England.  It  was  most  interesting
covering a very early period of Oxford’s history and was well received. At the time of writing we
are looking forward to a talk by Steve Parrinder on the Lost Abbey of Eynsham. In December we
hope to have a talk by Dave Richardson on the History of old pubs of Oxford. All talks start at
7:45 p.m.  on  the  third  Monday of  the  month  in  the  Methodist  Church off  Upper  Road.  Non-
members  are  £2.50.  Tea,  coffee  and  biscuits  are  provided  afterwards  for  which  donations  are
invited.

— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com
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Can you find 15 colleges in the
University of Oxford?

Names can be up; down; left; or
right; forwards or backwards.
They can also go diagonally.

Answers on page 30.
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KADS News

We are now three months into rehearsals for Robinson Crusoe and the Pirates, and it's
shaping up to be a cracker of a panto! If you haven’t yet booked your tickets, make sure
you do so soon to get the best seats. With the festive season almost upon us, why not give
the gift of fun and laughter and treat friends and family while supporting local causes. If you are a
member of an organisation or group, have a festive celebration with a difference and make a block
booking, we’d love to entertain you!

Performance dates and times at Kennington Village Centre

January Friday 25th 7:30 p.m.

Saturday 26th 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Sunday 27th 12 noon & 4 p.m.

Thursday 31st 7:30 p.m.

February Friday 1st 7:30 p.m.

Saturday 2nd 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are just £10 adults, £8 concessions, and £30 for a family of four (under 5s go free on laps).
Call 01865 739025 or email boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk. Payment by cash, cheque or BACS.

Follow all the action in the run up to the show on our pages
www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS or www.kenningtonads.co.uk

The Kennington Chronicle Team

At the recent Kennington Good
Neighbours Tea Party,  some of
the Kennington Chronicle team
and  former  team  members
gathered for this photograph.

From left to right:

John Maine (Distribution
Manager); Bette Byrne (first

Editor); Paddy Landau (former
Editor); Amena Sutton (Editor);
Mark Horseman (Advertising
Co-ordinator and Treasurer).
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3rd Kennington Brownies
What  a  month  we have  had!  Fortunately,  we had a
balmy evening when the girls could scour the woods
nearby for previously secretly placed items of interest.
The girls worked in pairs and competition was fierce
to see who found the most items. They even found an
item that wasn’t on the list! Well spotted!

The girls participated in our sponsored sports/exercise
‘athon’ in order to raise money for books, etc. for the
Brownie  pack.  The stationary  bicycle  was a  big  hit
along  with  skipping  ropes,  Hula  Hoops  and  a  step
machine.  The girls  managed to  cycle  15 Km. Many
thanks go to the parents, grandparents and friends who
supported the girls in their endeavours. This event was
a great success due to the girls’ enthusiasm.

Our  Halloween  party  was  spooooky!  Everyone,  including  leaders,  were  in  costume!  The  girls
bobbed for apples (towel provided for very wet faces!), decorated biscuits in Halloween colours
with orange and black icing sugar, pinned the nose on the witch and searched for sweeties in a huge
bowl of cornflakes—face first! The noise level in the Hall was an indication of their enjoyment!

The Brownies will be participating in the Remembrance Day parade at the Memorial along with all
the other groups in the village. It is a proud moment for the girls to carry the flag in honour of our
fallen soldiers.

Until next month; and please come along for a taster Brownie night to see what fun we get up to!

— Eagle Owl

Brownies is open to all girls aged 7–10 years. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and
they can join at any time of the year. Please contact Brown Owl at: angieaxe258@btinternet.com

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

Here we are at the beginning of December, and what a busy term we’re having so far!
We have had many visits and visitors, which do so much to enhance our curriculum. In
November, the whole school celebrated Diwali. We welcomed a dancer to the school,
who worked with each class to create an Indian dance. This was followed by a member of staff
from the fabulous Creation Theatre, who inspired the children in each class as they worked together
to create a dramatic re-telling of the Hindu story of Rama and Sita.

Our Year 6 pupils have been on their residential visit to Woodlands Outdoor Education Centre,
where  they  had a  great  time.  Other  year  groups have  enhanced their  topics  with  visits  to  the
Abingdon Museum, Chedworth Roman Villa, the Roald Dahl museum and the Museum of Natural
History in Oxford. Year 6 were also very fortunate in having a tour of the Mini Plant in Oxford,
which inspired lots  of great  learning back in  the classroom, including discussions about future
careers in science, technology and engineering.

There has also been a lot going on in school, as our journalists for December explain (page 33). Our
Reception children in Saplings have been making the most of their outside area, and I’m sure you
will enjoy reading about what they have been doing, as well as the children’s comments.

We have three weeks to go until the end of term and the excitement that is Christmas, so I will take
this opportunity to wish everyone in Kennington a very happy Christmas,  from all  of us at  St
Swithun’s Primary School.
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Friends of St Swithun’s School
We were all aglow at St Swithun’s recently, when we hosted a fantastic Glow
Party Disco. With UV lights and special glowing face paints, everyone looked
amazing as they danced the night away! More than 200 children came along,
and we made a fantastic £950 profit, which will be a huge boost to the projects
we’re working on in the school.

This year, our main focus has been on completely redeveloping the Nursery and Saplings outside
area. Over the summer, the groundworks took place, opening a huge space full of potential. Since
then, a huge amount of work has gone into transforming the area into a fantastic and stimulating
environment for the school’s youngest members. A huge mud kitchen has been installed, which is a
real favourite with the children, along with a water wall, special play sheds packed with role play
resources, and new seating and stage areas. A hard-wearing, all-weather artificial grass surface has
also been added. We shall continue to invest in this area next year, and we love seeing the vision of
a space where the children can enjoy time outside all year round, taking shape.

Christmas is fast approaching, and to get you in the festive spirit we are hosting our  Christmas
Fair and Market on Saturday 1st December, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Lower (KS2) Hall at
the school. Access is through the gate off The Avenue, and all are very welcome to join us at this
family  event.  Come and browse our  stalls  and find some unique  gifts  from our  talented local
craftspeople, try your luck on our huge Christmas tombola, enter our raffle to win some amazing
Christmas hampers, and then relax with a delicious festive snack and drink from our café. And as a
special treat for the younger ones, we hear Father Christmas himself may even be in attendance in
his grotto!

After you’ve recovered from Christmas, we have some great events coming up in the New Year,
which we’d love to see you at. If you’re keen to have a good clear-out after Christmas, then why
not book a table at our Table Top Sale? It’s on Saturday 19th January, in the Lower Hall at the
school, and tables are £10 each. If you’d like to book, email us at friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com.
Next up, it’s eyes down as we host a special night of Musical Bingo on Saturday 9th February.
This is an event for grown-ups only, and there will be a licensed bar. Look out for more details in
the next edition of the Chronicle!

Thank you for all your support in 2018! We hope you have a wonderful Christmas, and a fantastic
start to 2019.

All it takes is one distraction

Did you know that 1 in 3 people rescued from house fires in
Oxfordshire are rescued from cooking fires? Or that distraction is
the main cause of cooking fires?

It’s easy to get distracted: the phone rings, someone’s at the door,
or a TV show catches your attention. If you need to leave your
cooking, even for a couple of minutes…

➢ turn down the heat

➢ set the timer

➢ or ask someone to watch it for you

… or you could find that Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service firefighters join you for dinner!

Find out more at www.365alive.co.uk/cooking.
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field

A big thank you to everyone who joined
our  work  party  on  Saturday  27th

October.  Despite  a  chilly  start,  the
bonfire  and  our  work  soon  warmed
everyone, and the autumn colours were
lovely in the bright sunshine.

By  the  end  of  November,  the  cattle,
which have done a great job munching
the grass and creating ideal  conditions
for wild flowers and insects, will have
left for their winter home. They will be
back around Easter next year.

Stuck  for  an  idea  for  a  Christmas
present? Why not give OPT membership—£30 a year or £50 for a household—for a host of great
benefits:

➢ Free year-round access to the Castle Mound and Oxford Castle visitor attraction.
➢ 10% discount at the Castle Gift Shop and the Castleyard Café.
➢ 15% discount at the Victoria Arms Pub on the banks of the Cherwell at Old Marston, famed

for its literary links and Morse and Lewis connections.
➢ A varied programme of annual activities including lectures, visits and walks in town and

country.
➢ Receive your own copy of  the Oxford Open Doors brochure delivered to  your door  in

advance of the event, with a host of special member-only events.
➢ Regular e-newsletters and twice-yearly newsletters.

For more information, telephone Oxford Preservation Trust on 01865 242918.

— Rachel Sanderson, r.sanderson@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

Kennington Women’s Institute
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Important news from the Women’s Institute

Kennington Women’s Institute has been active in the village since 1925. For all those 93 years we
have been meeting in the Village Centre.

We are now ‘enlarging’ (official NFWI wording) with the Kennington Link group.

Therefore, from January 2019 we will be holding our meetings on the first Wednesday of the month
(except August) in the Methodist Church Hall at 2:15 p.m.

We  will  be  very  sorry  to  leave  our  ‘home’ after  all  that  time,  and  we  thank  the  Village  Hall
Management Committee, and particularly Peter and John, for looking after us so well.

Our first speaker on Wednesday 2nd January is Marilyn Farr, whose talk is entitled, “Land of Extremes:
Flora and Fauna of Northern Chile.”

We  are  looking  forward  to  our  new  date,  time  and  venue,  and  hope  that  more  ladies  will  feel
encouraged to join us. Do come. We look forward to welcoming you.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Suffolk 2019

Details of a four-night holiday to Suffolk in June 2019 were announced at the meeting on 17 th

October. Virtually all places were booked on the night.

There will be no Christmas meeting, but a date for the diary is the social evening, scheduled for
Wednesday 23rd January commencing at 7:30 p.m. The AGM has been rescheduled for this
date, which will precede the social evening. Cheese & wine will be laid on and there will be the
usual quiz or bingo, plus opportunity for a chat and swapping of garden tales.

The Committee wish all members a Happy Christmas and New Year.
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Kennington Cancer Fund
Our last  event  for  this  year  will  be the  Christmas Bazaar on  Saturday 8th December in  the
Village Centre, where a cheque will be given to Professor Harris.

We thank all who have supported us this year, and wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

Two dates for your diary in 2019 will be Quiz Night on Friday 8 th February and Cheese and Wine
on Friday 1st March.

Kennington Link WI
Sadly, this was our last meeting. Kennington Link WI will be no more. The good
news is that we are joining with Kennington WI to make it an enlarged group. We
will  be  meeting  in  the  afternoon  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  the
Methodist Church at 2:15 p.m. The first meeting will be on Wednesday 2nd January.

Last  month  Oxford’s Beer,  Sausages and Marmalade were the subjects of our speaker,  Oxford
historian Liz Wooley.

Liz told us that in the nineteenth century, promoting these items went hand in hand with the city’s
growing importance as a tourist destination. Large numbers of citizens were involved in brewing,
baking and the grocery trade.

In 1883 there were 319 beer houses in the city. There were 4 main brewers, the main one being
Morrell’s. The beer was brewed at the Lion Brewery in St Thomas Street. This site was developed
in  recent  years  and is  now luxury apartments.  The water  wheel  and brick  chimney have been
retained. The  Morrell family lived at Headington Hill Hall and their estate included South Park.
They often arranged large parties to which they invited local residents.

In 1835 a cattle market was set up in Gloucester Green which later moved to Oxpens. Cattle arrived
by rail and by 1852 there were 80 butchers in Oxford selling the Oxford sausage. The well known
sausage was invented by Mrs. Dorothy Spreadbury. Alden’s in the covered market was the largest
butcher selling these sausages. During the Boer War sausages in tins were sent to the troops.

In 1874 Frank Cooper’s wife made her first batch of marmalade to her own recipe. It proved so
popular that Frank Cooper moved production to a purpose-built factory in Park End Street. Here
women were employed for the first  time. The factory was strategically sited close to the train
station  where  sugar  and  fruit  would  arrive  to  be  distributed.  Frank  Cooper’s  marmalade  was
especially popular with Dons and students.

For our last get-together as Kennington Link we will be meeting at the Tandem for our Christmas
lunch. It is on Wednesday 5th December and we will meet at 12:15 p.m. for 12:30.
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Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Citizens Advice offers haven for ‘hate crime’ victims

Victims and witnesses of hate crime in South Oxfordshire who are unwilling to talk directly to the
police now have a place to go to report incidents. Since July 2018, Citizens Advice Oxfordshire
South and Vale has become a “hate crime reporting centre”, providing a safe environment where
you can tell specially trained staff what happened to you. Citizens Advice staff and volunteers can
then act on your behalf, contacting the police if you want this, and referring you to “Victims First”,
a service that will provide the support you need to recover from your experience.

Hate incidents or crimes are acts of violence or hostility directed at people because of their personal
characteristics or because of what other people think those characteristics are. For example, you
might be verbally abused in the street because you are disabled or gay, or because somebody thinks
you are.  Hate incidents  are  commonly sparked off  by people's  prejudices over  disability,  race,
religion or sexual orientation. These incidents take many forms, including threats and harassment,
verbal abuse, intimidation, physical attacks, hate mail or online abuse, or damage to your home or
car.

You can report a hate incident or hate crime even if it wasn’t directed at you personally.

People who have difficulty paying their energy bills might be able to take advantage of the Warm
Home Discount, a new kind of grant offered by the government and energy suppliers.

Warm Home Discount

The Warm Home Discount is a scheme that provides people on low incomes with a single discount
of £140 on their winter electricity bill. The discount will not affect your Cold Weather Payment or
Winter  Fuel  Payment.  Not  all  energy  suppliers  are  part  of  the  scheme.  You can  contact  your
supplier to see if they offer the discount.

Most people who are eligible will receive the discount automatically, without having to apply. This
will be the case if, on 8th July 2018:

• They were with an energy supplier that is part of the scheme; and
• They were receiving the Guarantee Credit element of Pension Credit; and
• Their name (or their partner’s name) was on the bill.

If you don’t receive the discount automatically, you might be eligible if you have a low income and
receive certain means-tested benefits. It is advisable to apply as soon as possible to improve your
chances.

Further details are available from www.gov.uk/the-warm-home-discount-scheme.

Contact Citizens Advice in person during opening hours or by phone (Adviceline 03 444 111444).
Locations and opening hours: www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale

For fun answers
Answers to the puzzle on page 10.

BALLIOL BRASENOSE CORPUSCHRISTI HERTFORD LINACRE

MAGDALEN MERTON SOMMERVILLE ST ANNS ST CATHERINES

ST HILDAS UNIVERSITY WADHAM WOLFSON WORCESTER
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News from the Meerkats, Monkeys and Mrs Hanley
This term in Saplings has been really exciting. We are in
the middle of  an extension and redevelopment  of  our
outdoor  area.  Meerkat  and  Monkey  class  have  been
thinking about the new areas that we have created and
how they feel about them.

The children had been making homes for the insects so
we created a rather splendid bug hotel. It’s still work in
progress but we are impressed with the work done so
far… This is what some of the children had to say about
the bug hotel:

Bethany: I like the bug hotel because all the things are
nice.
Beatrice: I like it because when they come out you get
to see them. [I made my bit] out of sticks with holes in
and string and we hung them up so the insects can go in.
Bethany: Look  at  my  broken  pot,  it’s  filling  up  the
holes. We can put more straw and hay.
A favourite area before the redevelopment was our mud kitchen, so we definitely needed to replace
it. Now it’s arrived it is already a place of creation and invention….
Florence: We can make muffins like we did [for home learning over half term] apple muffins… or
we can make vinegar.
Tommy: We can make anything we like. We are making ice lollies aren’t we? We need a lot of sand.
Florence: And a lot of water and a lot of mud, we super-duper do don’t we!

In September our school association,  the Friends of St Swithun’s (FOSS),  arranged a welcome
breakfast for our new families on a Saturday morning. Along with a very yummy breakfast, there
were lots of creative activities to try. This included den building. At the end of the morning, our

families  had  created  a  wonderful  new den.  Today  it
was a home for a wild cat!

Maisie: She’s making my food because I’m a wild cat.
Lily: I put melted mud in the jug then I put loads of
water in, put more water in with stick a very wet stick!
Imogen: I’m putting the mud in, loads! Keep her in the
cage so she doesn’t run away, she keeps escaping every
time.
Maisie: I’m  a  new-born  wild  cat.  Today  Lily  was
training me.
Just before half term Mr Humphreys came to create a
bus/aeroplane/spaceship  for  us.  We  were  very
interested  in  how he  made  it  and  are  now enjoying
taking it out on adventures.
Jacob: Going to the park.
Thibaut: We are taking the bricks to go and build a 
wall, a big, big wall. It’s going up to the sky.

It’s been an interesting, fun and exciting term as we discover lots of new resources and find new
ways to play with them. A big thank you to everyone who has helped us so far. We can’t wait to see
what we will find outside next!
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre.

Thank you, thank you, thank you… everyone who came to the quiz night  and especially  to
Tonks Brothers for  so generously  sponsoring and organising  the  entire  evening,  which  raised
£883! Congratulations, too, to the winning team who shared a bottle of champagne in celebration!

Welcome to  our  new  assistant  librarian,  Lou.  We  hope  that  she  enjoys  getting  to  know  our
customers and working in our library.

Library Christmas and New Year Opening and Closing
• Monday 24th, Tuesday 25th, Wednesday 26th December: Library CLOSED
• Friday 28th December: Library OPEN 2–5 p.m. ONLY
• Saturday 29th December: OPEN as normal, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
• Monday 31st December: OPEN 2–5 p.m. ONLY

Monday 17th and Wednesday 19th December only: Fantastic DVD deal! If you borrow DVDs on
these dates, you may keep them for 2 weeks instead of one! Please note this applies on 17 th and 19th

only. Hurry to reserve your choices in advance!

Adverse winter weather conditions. In the event of bad weather when the library would normally
be  open,  please  check  before  setting  out,  either  by  phoning  the  library  or  by  looking  on  the
Oxfordshire Libraries website.

A very happy Christmas to all library users from the staff and volunteers. We look forward to
seeing you in 2019!

Your New Year’s Resolution? To remember to bring your library card every time you visit!

01865 730763 News at www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary

Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman Pamela Allen chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary Helen Hurrell secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer Hugh Fleming treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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A competition for those aged 24 and under: Prize of £50! Good luck!

Could  you design  a  logo for  The Friends of  Kennington Library  (FOKL)? Entries  should be
received  by  31st January  2019.  Korky  Paul along  with  FOKL’s Trustees  will  judge  the
competition! Pick up ‘Entry Details’ from the library or download them from our website.

FREE EVENTS THIS MONTH

For Adults: Coffee Talk Wednesday 5th December. As usual in December, we invite everyone to
join us for coffee, mulled wine and mince pies from 10:30 a.m. Please come along ready to tell us
all about a couple of your favourite reads of 2018. We will then compile a list of your choices
which will be available in the library and on our website.

For children:

Monday  10th December,  2:30–3.00 p.m.:  Rhyme  Time.  All  under-school-aged  children  are
welcome to join us for lots of seasonal rhymes and songs!

Wednesday 12th December, 11–11:30 a.m.: Story time. Christmas Stories galore! Do join us for
some Festive Fun!

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
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Kennington Scouts

40th Oxford Scout
Group:
40th’s Fabulous Fireworks Fundraising

Another year has flown by and it was our
local  Scout  Group’s  Fireworks  Night
once  more  last  Saturday.  Luckily  the
weather  was  fine,  and  hundreds  of
Kennington  residents  (and  many  from
further afield) attended what turned out
to be another spectacular display.

Many
thanks
to  all

who came and  contributed  to  our  most  important  fund-raising
event of the year. This year we had quite a few guys ‘placed’ on
the  bonfire,  which  was  superbly  lit  by  Thomas.  We  reassure
everyone that our bonfire is always built on the day to guarantee
that  there  are  no  hedgehogs  caught  in  it.  Looking  forward  to
another great event next year!

Scouts Lay Memorial Wreath—100 years on

The 40th Oxford Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs and Scouts sections)
were  again  honoured  to  take  part  in  Kennington’s  Act  of
Remembrance on a cold but sunny Remembrance Sunday. Some
of our members carried the Colours and joined representatives of
other village organisations in remembering the fallen of the two
World Wars, and those from Kennington in particular. It was a
scout’s  turn  to  lay  the  40th’s  wreath,  expressing  our  wish  for
peace. It was, as ever, a solemn and reflective occasion. One of
our scouts was unwell on parade; he is fine now. Many thanks to those who helped attend to him
during the ceremony and to the well-wishers who have since enquired about him.

We  now  have  young  people  on  the
waiting  list  for  every  section
(Beavers,  Cubs  and  Scouts).  While
it’s  lovely  to  be  popular,  we’d  like
everyone  to  get  the  chance  to
challenge themselves and have fun in
the Scouting tradition. Adults—male,
female,  other,  young  or  ancient,
novice or wise, handy or just willing
—please  get  in  touch to  offer  some
time to get to know the kids in our
community  and  have  fun  yourself.
kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.

Lastly,  we  wish  everyone  a  very
Happy Christmas, and we’d love to see you all next year whether it be at the next fireworks, at one
of our other events or visiting or helping at our HQ.
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1st Kennington Guides

Half-term  ended  with  a  party  to
celebrate  Anya achieving  her  Baden
Powell Challenge Award. She is likely to be the last Guide
from our unit  to receive this award, as with Girlguiding’s
national programme changes, it is being replaced with the
Gold Challenge Award. For her Award, Anya completed ten
activities including visiting an animal sanctuary and running
a unit meeting of co-operative games. She also attended a
storytelling-themed residential  event.  Sadly,  the party was
also  to  say  goodbye  to  one  of  our  unit  leaders  who  has
moved away from the  area.  We enjoyed  some traditional
Guide  activities  to  mark  the  occasion,  singing  campfire
songs and toasting marshmallows.

During  half-term,  four  of  our  Guides  attended  the
Oxfordshire  Guide  Science  Day  at  the  MRC  Harwell
Institute.  The  Guides  learned  about  their  mouse  facility,

made model cells, extracted DNA from strawberries, practised their pipetting skills, looked at cells
using a microscope, produced websites, and analysed data with python.

Three  of  our  Guides  attended  the
Oxfordshire  Guide  Activity  Day.  Guides
from across  the  County  gathered  to  find
out  more  about  the  new  Girlguiding
programme.  During  the  day,  they
completed  their  Stage  4  First  Aid  Skills
Builder.  They practised  being emergency
services  phone  operators  and  performed
dramatic role plays of first aid scenarios.
They  compared  different  techniques  for
calming an anxious patient and perfected
their  bandaging  skills.  They also  learned

about
medical  conditions  caused  by  hot  and  cold  environments,  and
illustrated this with some very creative models.

After  the  half-term  break,  we  celebrated  Bonfire  Night  with
sparklers  and  apple  bobbing,  and  made  edible  bonfires.  In
preparation for the unit attending the village Remembrance Parade,
we held a painting session with the Guides creating stunning poppy
fields with sponges and cotton buds.

As the term progresses, we are looking forward to a martial  arts
session,  an  international  tasting  evening  and  our  Christmas
sleepover.

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun,
please contact Jo on 07940 537992 or

kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for girls outside of our
age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Kennington Youth Club

Halloween Celebrations, Remote Controlled Cars and Scalextric

On Halloween itself we held our annual fright night, with team games, apple
bobbing, creating eye balls, mummy jars and much more. Almost everyone
dressed up, and we were very impressed with the costumes. We have also had
a racing evening with remote controlled cars and a small Scalextric.

Dates for December and Next Term

5th December Competitions Evening and 12th December Christmas Celebration
16th December Members-only trip to Pizza Hut
Dates next term: 9th January to 6th February

20th February to 27th March

Membership

The Youth Club is open to young people who are in school years 5–9. If you’d like to find out more
about membership or join our waiting list, please contact members.kyc@gmail.com.

50:50 Draw Winners

Congratulations to our November winners. The winning balls were:

➢ 1st prize: ball 45, who won £33.60

➢ 2nd prize: ball 17, who won £9.60

➢ 3rd prize: ball 51, who won £4.80

If you’d like to find out more about buying a ticket for our draw please email kycdraw@gmail.com.

Thank You to the Parents—our team meal at the Tandem

The parents of last year’s members very generously gave the committee and volunteers a meal
voucher at the end of last term. Six of us had a very enjoyable evening with some delicious food at
the Tandem, and even better due to the very reasonable prices. We have some money left in the
kitty  for  our  volunteer  Christmas  drinks.  A big  thank  you  to  all  the  parents  and  carers  who
contributed.

Christmas Hamper to help repair our Pool Table

The fundraising team at the Youth Club is currently trying to raise funds to repair our club’s pool
table. It is a popular piece of equipment but after many years of wear and tear the baize is badly
stained and has a rip in one place. We are holding a raffle in December to raise funds towards this
repair. Tickets are £1 and are available from the club on Wednesday 5 th and 12th, or please email
fundraising.kyc@gmail.com.

Donation Thank You

Thank you to a local group of ex-telephonists who have kindly sent in a donation raised from their
coffee mornings. It is much appreciated.

Happy Christmas and New Year

Finally, Happy Christmas and New Year to you and your families. Thank you to everyone who has
supported the Youth Club in 2018, made donations, bought 50:50 tickets, volunteered, the parents
who bring their young people, and of course most importantly our members who make the club
such fun.

— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

The Councillors hope that you can join them on Sunday 2nd December
at  6 p.m. for  Carols  around  the  Tree at  the  War  Memorial  and
afterwards in St Swithun’s Church for hot mince pies, sausage rolls
and mulled wine. There will also be a non-alcoholic fruit punch.

Primary School Applications. If you have a child born between 1st

September 2014 and 31st August 2015, applications for their primary
school place can now be made. The closing date for applications is 15 th January 2019; parents and
carers must apply by this date online at  www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions or on paper (forms
available from the County Council or a local school). Places will be offered on 16th April 2019.

Grants. At  its  November  meeting,  the  Council  gave  an  £800  donation  to  The  Royal  British
Legion’s 2018 Poppy Appeal. It also agreed a grant of £120 to Kennington Whist Club to cover
their room hire in 2019.

Christmas Trees. If you have a real tree this Christmas and you’re a garden waste customer, Biffa
will collect it. Just leave it by your brown bin (but please not in it, as it’s tricky for the crews to get
it out). If you’re not a garden waste customer, Christmas tree recycling has been arranged at Forest
Side  playing  field  car  park  and  Playfield  Road car  park.  Please  leave  trees  by  Thursday  10 th

January. Trees left after this date will not be collected.

Playfield  Road Pavilion  Project. Thank you very  much to  everyone who commented  on the
proposed plans for the rebuild of Playfield Road pavilion. We have received a positive response
from residents and will take all comments into account as the project progresses.

Kennington Road Resurfacing. I am sure you will agree that the new surface of Kennington Road
is  a  huge  improvement.  The  council  has  written  to  the  contractors  to  thank  them  for  their
professional manner and consideration for residents while the night-time closures were in place, as
disruption was kept to a minimum.

Parish Council Elections. 2019 will be an election year for the Parish Council, so nominations
will be invited from residents towards the end of March. Further details follow next year. If you
would like to find out more about becoming a councillor, please get in touch for an informal chat.

On behalf  of  the  Parish  Council,  may I  wish  everyone  a  happy and  healthy  Christmas  and  a
peaceful new year.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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Dates of Council Meetings: December

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Parish Council Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.

Finance Committee
7:30 p.m.

Thursday 13th Tuesday 4th Thursday 6th

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the  plan  as  it  has  only  21  days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact  the  Clerk
immediately you  receive  notification  to  ensure  the  Parish  Council  members  are  aware  of  any
neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
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ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 Currently full

DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is  News  not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  name  and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial

CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

mailto:editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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mailto:distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.

Regular events
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton Village Centre Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Memory Club Methodist Church Monday and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Table Tennis Youth Club Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public

December
Sat 1 Kennington Cancer Fund Christmas Bazaar moved to next week
Sun 2 6 p.m. Carols Around the Tree War Memorial
Mon 3 2 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
Tue 4 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre
Wed 5 2:15 p.m. Kennington Link WI Methodist Church
Thu 6 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Budget Meeting Village Centre
Fri 7 7:30 p.m. United Choirs: Princess Ida Methodist Church

Sat 8
10 a.m.–12 noon Kennington Cancer Fund Christmas Bazaar Village Centre
7:30 p.m. Oxford Ceilidh: Cock and Bull Village Centre
7:30 p.m. United Choirs: Princess Ida Methodist Church

Thu 11 10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy Methodist Church
Wed 12 12 noon Kennington WI: Christmas Lunch Tandem
Thu 13 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting Village Centre

Mon 17
2 p.m. Festival Group: Christmas Tea Meeting Village Centre
7:45 p.m. Kennington History Society: Old Pubs of Oxford Methodist Church

Tue 18 2:30 p.m. Ecumenical Fellowship Group Ring 01865 739774

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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