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Moon landing… Earth landing

“Success is not final, failure is not fatal; it is courage to continue that counts.” — Anon.

In July this year we will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the first manned landing on the moon. The
Apollo programme behind this achievement exemplifies the relevance of the quotation above. It
had its  successes,  notably the Apollo 8 first  journey round the moon a year earlier.  Among its
failures  was the disastrous fire in  a ground test  on Apollo 1,  which killed its  three astronauts.
Courage to continue was the key to its ultimate success.

The  courage  came in  different  forms:  engineers  striving  against  the  clock  to  fulfil  Kennedy’s
promise to land on the moon before the end of the decade; NASA leaders having to make incredibly
hard and dangerous decisions; the wives of the astronauts living with the risks their husbands were
taking—fifty/fifty is the chance of your husband returning, Neil Armstrong’s wife was told; and
above all the astronauts. There was no Plan B once they left earth orbit. Armstrong and Aldrin in
their descent to the moon faced unknown situations almost by the minute, including the planned
landing area turning out to be too rocky and Armstrong having to take control manually and stretch
the fuel resources to the limit before landing.

Neil Armstrong’s brief transmission “Houston, Tranquility Base here, The Eagle has landed,” was
heard by billions around the world and marked a high-water mark of human ingenuity and courage.

Just under 2,000 years earlier another landing took place. God came to Earth in the person of Jesus
Christ. This was almost unnoticed at the time. Some shepherds heard a message from an angel and
hurried to the stable. Wise men travelled hundreds of miles to see the new king which the special
star indicated. King Herod was left panicking at their news that a rival king had been born.

We will never know how hard it must have been for Jesus to step down from His throne in heaven
into the limitations of a human body, but certainly it took courage to persevere in His ministry
against all the opposition and setbacks that He continually faced. His struggle in the Garden of
Gethsemane shows what a supreme act of courage it took for Him to go willingly to His hideous
death on the cross, and all for us as He paid the price for our sins.

Most of the Apollo astronauts have now died and we still have not returned to the moon. Many
youngsters are barely aware of their achievements. Jesus Christ continues on the other hand to
inspire and strengthen millions. The moon landings are history, but Jesus Christ is current, ready to
help all who look to Him to walk confidently into the ups and downs of this New Year.

— Rev Tony Rogerson
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Services in January

Sun 6th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 13h 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m. Compline
7 p.m. Refresh (informal, 

contemporary worship) in 
Radley Church

Sun 20th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. United Service of Morning 

Prayer in Church Hall for the 
week of prayer for Christian 
Unity

Sun 27th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m. Compline

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).

Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on the 20th. The doors open for Messy Church at 9:30 a.m.
and it usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have breakfast—cereals, toast,

croissants,  pain  au  chocolat,  etc.,  and  then  feel  free  to  wander  round  and  see  the
activities or join in a discussion if you want to. This allows us to explore and learn more
about our faith in a very relaxed way. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see

how it works. You would be very welcome.

Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service, come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.

Little Lambs. This is a group for preschool children and their parents or carers. Every 2nd and 4th

Wednesday in the month, in term time, in the church from 9:15 a.m. Come and enjoy cake and
coffee, and play. All very welcome.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner, which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Happy New Year!

I don’t know how you approach the start of a new year. For some there is a sense of looking back
with celebration or regret into the year that has past, coupled with hope for the new one just begun.

Within the Methodist Church there is a particular service, called the Covenant Service, which most
congregations celebrate at the start of a new year. It has a long history, reaching back to the 18 th
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century when Rev John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, encouraged the people to consider the
year that had past, and then to renew their relationship with God for the months to come.

Kennington Methodist Church’s Covenant Service will take place at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday 13th

January. All are welcome to come along. It can be a profound occasion as we are reminded of the
love of God, which continually offers forgiveness for what has passed, and the strength to face the
challenges of the future. For our part,  in the light of God’s continuing relationship with us, we
rededicate ourselves to his service.

If you are anything like me, everyday resolutions at the start of 2019 may not last much beyond
early January! However, if we made a serious resolve to look at how we relate to one another
through selfless  service,  we might  be  led  into  deeper  promises  that  matter  for  us  and for  our
community.

With every blessing for the year ahead.

— Rev Stephen Maunder

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

Services in January

6nd 10:30 a.m. Epiphany.  We welcome  Paul  Rosentall,  from  Ludgershall,  to  conduct  our
morning worship for this first Sunday in 2019.

13th 10:30 a.m. Covenant Sunday. Our own Minister, the Rev Dr Stephen Maunder, will lead
our  Annual Covenant Service  which will  conclude with the  Sacrament of
Holy Communion.

20th 9:30 a.m. Sunday in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. We join the congregation
of  our  Parish  Church  of  St  Swithun  for  the  Morning  Worship.  Our  own
Minister, the Rev Dr Stephen Maunder, will be sharing in this service. There
is NO service in the Methodist Church.

27th 10:30 a.m. Morning Worship will be led by Joanna Tulloch from Headington. This will be
a  service  of  Alternative  Worship.  Come  and  share  in  something  a  little
different.

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord

Other activities

The Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group will meet on Tuesday 15th at 2:30 p.m. All details
from Dilys Cale on Oxford 739774. There is a real welcome to everyone.

The Monthly Service of informal worship in the Lounge of Edith Court will be held on Wednesday
16th at 10:30 a.m. Everyone is invited to join the residents for this monthly service and to enjoy a
cup of tea or coffee afterwards.

5



Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday 8th in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards. Bring
& Buy Stalls available. Why not come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and
new? You will be most welcome.

Our February Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 12th February at 10 a.m. The December
Coffee Morning raised £100.33.

Hiring a room at the church

If  you are  interested in  hiring a  room for  a  party  or  a  private  function,  please  contact  Trevor
Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on
Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Defibrillator Training

On Saturday 17th November,  17 Kennington residents took up
the challenge to learn how to use the village defibrillators.

We  learnt  the  difference  between  cardiac  arrest  and  a  heart
attack, and what to do in each case. This included how to do
heart  compressions  and  the  stages  needed  to  safely  use  the
defibrillator.

We also learnt that cardiac arrest can affect people of any age.
Currently 10–12 young people aged 14–35 die from a sudden
cardiac arrest each week. The course lasted just under two hours.

We now want more villagers to undertake the course so that we
have  everyone  in  the  village  able  to  safely  use  the  four
defibrillators.  The  chance  of  revival  from cardiac  arrest  with
CPR  alone  is  only  6–10%.  With  immediate  access  to  a
defibrillator, chances of survival increase to 75–95%. Two hours
of your time could possibly give someone the rest of their life…
is that too much to ask?

To  find  out  more,  please  contact  the  Parish  Council  Clerk,
Rachel Brown, on 01865 421126 or clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk.

1st Kennington Guides

The Guides have been busy over the past month. They enjoyed learning self-
defence  skills
during a martial arts
workshop, and tried
a variety of foods at
an international tasting evening.

They  produced  Christmas-themed
shadow puppet shows, wrote Christmas
stories,  and  played  some  Victorian
parlour games.

The  term  finished  with  our  Christmas
sleepover with crafts and games.

We are looking forward to next term and
hope  to  attend  a  special  Girlguiding
screening of the new Mary Poppins film,

as well as continuing to work on the new Skills Builder activities.

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for

girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Kennington Women’s Institute

To finish the year  2018 memorably,  the  members  of  the  Evening Institute  had
Christmas lunch together at The Tandem, which was greatly enjoyed by all.

For fun

T B L B E C K E P I P H A N Y
T H G I N H T F L E W T F O N
W F O C H R I S T I N G L E O
C V F D K A S L O R A C A S W
E S A I T S J Y P J M K N F L
L T H Y R Z U N W G X O I S V
E N O H Y E W S V Y W A E I A
B E L I A W W H E W V I W W D
R S I B D T X O A J L A S M V
A E D M G V P A R I Y Z D P E
T R A W N R S H M K X B U O N
I P Y T I E B A C T S A A Q T
O S S B X P F O J O X G P B V
N R E S O L U T I O N S G E V
S I L G B V Y X T L E S N I T
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Can you find fifteen items
associated with Christmas

and New Year?

Answers on page 34.

THIS IS TO REMIND YOU THAT…

from January 2019 our meetings will take place on
the first Wednesday of each month (except August) at 2:15 p.m.

They will be held in the Methodist Church, Upper Road.

The speaker for our first meeting on Wednesday 2nd January will be  Marilyn Farr, and her talk is
entitled, “Land of Extremes: Flora and Fauna of Northern Chile.”

The speaker at  our February meeting on Wednesday 6th February will  be Sylvia  Vetta,  and her
subject is “Recent Castaways.”

Please come along and join us.
We are a friendly group and look forward to welcoming you.

For more information please contact Jean on 01865 730280 or Maureen on 01235 530357.

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
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Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

The club is continuing to develop very well, and is
now up to  capacity  on  Thursdays,  though  we still
have a few vacancies on Mondays.

On the fund-raising front, on 12th December, we held a very successful dinner and entertainment.
To judge from the laughter and singing, it was thoroughly enjoyed; we ate good delicious food and
sang carols.

The highlight of the evening was the one-man stand-up show by Paul Mayhew-Archer. He is the
multi-award-winning writer whose credits include “The Vicar of Dibley”, “Mrs Brown’s Boys”,
and the screen version of Roald Dahl’s “Esio Trot”. The current show is very funny and has a
surprising subject.

For several years, Paul has lived with Parkinson’s, a progressive and serious illness, and in this
brilliant show he gets us to laugh with him at all the funny things people have said to him and done.
It is an inspiring show about the therapeutic power of comedy and laughter.

We are very grateful to Paul for giving us this the opportunity to enjoy the show before it goes on
tour in 2019. His website is www.mayhew-archer.com.

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

The  Roman  god  Janus was,  among  other  things,  the  god  of  beginnings  and
endings. It is generally believed the month of January is named after him, and he is
usually shown looking forwards as well as backwards.

So it is with news from St Swithun’s School this month. Looking forwards, we are anticipating the
start of our new term, with lots of new topics and activities. The Spring term is always one of
anticipation, as the days are getting longer, and, at least by the end of term, rather warmer. The
children are settled in school and it’s always a great term for learning.

Have you had a chance to go on the tour of the Mini Plant? All of our Year 6 pupils had the
opportunity to do just that in the autumn.

So, looking backwards, some of our journalists from Larch Class have reflected on their visit (page
49). I hope that you will be impressed by their writing, which is all their own work. They may even
persuade you to go and see for yourselves how Minis are made.

On behalf of all of us in school, I wish everyone a very happy, peaceful and prosperous New Year.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
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Kennington Good Neighbours

The Committee  wishes  you all  A Happy New Year,  and
thanks all the volunteer drivers and visitors who help so
many residents in the Village.

If you would like to make a difference in 2018 why don’t you volunteer to be a driver to take those
without transport to local shops, health centres, hair dressers, hospitals and amenities, or maybe you
would like to visit a lonely person. Please ring me.

If you would like someone to visit you please ring me.

If you need transport please ring Dilys Cale 01865 739774.

We have one or two vacancies on our committee and would welcome some new faces. We meet
about four times a year so please get in touch if you think this is something you could do.

For any other information or help, please contact me.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, 07540 755711, mdbiggg@virginmedia.com

Have you been a victim of crime or abuse?

Being a victim or a witness of a crime can be an emotional and
difficult time.

Victims First provides free emotional and practical support to all victims and witnesses of crime or
abuse, as well as family members of victims. It is available across Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and
Oxfordshire, and can provide help regardless of whether or not the crime has been reported to the
police.

A Victims First Officer can discuss any emotional or practical needs you may have and work with
you to put a tailored support plan in place. This could involve referring you to a specialist service
such as services for victims of sexual violence and domestic abuse.

The type of assistance available includes telephone and face to face support, advocacy including
help to access other services such as sexual health clinics, drug and alcohol services and legal
services, support through the criminal justice system (if you have reported the crime to the police)
and therapeutic counselling.

A Young Victims Service is also available to anyone under 18 and works with young people to help
them cope with the effects of crime. To speak to a Victims First Officer about any of the services
and to receive support please call 0300 1234 148.

You  can  also  find  more  information  or  make  a  referral  for  support  online  at  www.victims-
first.org.uk.

— Sarah Stokes, Communications and Engagement Officer
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Botley Medical Centre newsletter for Kennington Health Centre
01865 730911 — www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk

I  am following  up  the  recent  article  submitted  by  Mrs  Buckingham,  the  chair  of  the  Patient
Participation Group, as I felt my responses to her were somewhat brief. I apologise to the Group
and to our patients for the lack of information provided.

Who is your GP?

I have been informed that some patients are concerned that they do not know who their own GP is,
or what they look like. In response to this being raised previously by patients at Kennington Health
Centre we supplied the PPG with photographs of the doctors. I believe a display was made for
Kennington Freshers’ Week. We have now produced a picture frame with photos of all the doctors
for each site and are waiting for them to be put on the walls. There are also photographs on the
website and on the next page. Patients can always contact the surgery on 01865 248914 if they wish
to know who their GP is.

Reception areas

The reception area at both sites was quite cramped, which made it difficult for patients to stand
back from the desk and not overhear conversations that were taking place. We wanted to address
this at both sites by refurbishing the entrance. We did this at Botley as the partners own the building
and there were no constraints on us undertaking the work. We put forward a proposal to do work to
improve the entrance area in Kennington to NHS Properties, who own the Kennington site. Their
response  was  that  as  there  was  an  issue  with  disabled  access  at  Kennington  it  was  their
responsibility to undertake the improvements and that they would do this. Unfortunately, we are
still waiting for NHS properties to restructure the entrance. We paid for changes to the counter area
as this was not a structural change and we could do it without consent. We have moved the repeat
prescription request box further away from reception so that patients do not need to stand at the
counter to complete their forms.

When we took over Kennington Health Centre we were unaware of the issues with patients in the
waiting room hearing what is said in the consulting rooms around the waiting area. Clearly this is
not something that has happened in the last twelve months and we should have been made aware of
the problem when we took over the site. Shortly after we took over we were made aware of the
problem  with  the  two  rooms  at  the  far  end  of  the  waiting  room  and  have  had  this  area
soundproofed. Had we known about the phlebotomist’s room we would have done the work at the
same time. We have put this refurbishment into the Practice Development Plan and will get the
work done as soon as funds become available.

I am sorry that some patients feel that some staff do not show kindness and compassion when
dealing  with them. We have regular  staff  training  on how to  deal  with  conflict  and managing
difficult situations. We are aware that patients are not necessarily at their best when they come to
the doctors and perhaps are a bit more aggressive than they would normally be. However, I have
been on the receiving end of some of the abuse that is directed at reception staff, as I sometimes
help out with cover. I do not find it acceptable that anyone should be sworn and shouted at by
another person. It seems to me that there is the need for mutual respect. I have asked the Patient
Group to help us improve the way we treat each other.

Repeat Prescriptions

If you are having problems with repeat prescriptions please let me know. Our system should enable
patients to receive their prescription within two working days of the request being received at the
practice. If this does not happen I need to examine each case to see why we have failed and what
processes need to be in place to prevent it happening again.
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I hope that this article better answers some of the questions raised with the patient group. If you are
interested in being involved with what is going on at the Practice, but do not have time to attend the
PPG meetings I also have a Virtual Patient Group and can communicate with you by email. Please
contact me if you are interested in being part of this group at carolinejones3@nhs.net.

Please contact me with any concerns. We are always trying to improve our service and are happy to
receive constructive feedback.

— Caroline Jones, Practice Manager, 01865 248719, carolinejones3@nhs.net

Poppy Appeal 2018

On behalf of the Royal British Legion, we thank all collectors and members of the public for their
time and valuable donations to the Poppy Appeal in 2018.

We raised £4,042.56. This is a fantastic amount, of which we can all feel justifiably proud. Well
done and thank you all.

— Alison Peedell, Poppy Appeal Organiser for Kennington
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Dreaming of a green Christmas…

Oxfordshire County Council can help make your wish come true

Dreaming  of  a  green  Christmas?  Residents  are  being  given  some  simple  tips  by  Oxfordshire
County Council to help reduce the environmental impact of festive waste.

Christmas is a busy time for Oxfordshire’s bins—residents generate nearly 2,500 extra tonnes of
waste over the festive period, the same weight as 400 elephants or25,000 reindeer! Oxfordshire
County Council provides services that enhance quality of life in the community and protects the
local environment.

Its Waste Recycling team works on initiatives to reduce waste and encourage recycling. It manages
the treatment and processing of household waste collected by district councils. Oxfordshire has
seven Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRCs).  The nearest  one is  Redbridge household
waste recycling centre, Old Abingdon Road, Oxford, OX1 4XG.

From turkey to sprouts, the county council encourages residents to put anything that can’t be eaten
into their food caddy for recycling. Bones, dairy products, vegetable peelings and all other cooked
and uncooked food can be recycled; used to generate electricity for 9,000 homes and fertiliser for
local farms. Unwanted presents can also be given a new home through the county council’s reuse
scheme at  all  the  HWRCs. This  includes the newly launched scheme at  Dix Pit,  near  Witney.
Before placing reusable items into the skips, speak to a member of staff for advice.

Oxfordshire County Council’s top tips, to help reduce waste and recycle more during the festive
period, are part of its Thriving Communities initiative. They include:

➢ Buy charity gifts or vouchers for events or experiences. They come without any packaging.

➢ Buy your new outfit for a Christmas party from a charity shop and return it afterwards. This
saves you money, supports a good cause, and avoids the need to throw away a garment you
might never wear again.

➢ Many shop-bought  decorations come with lots  of  non-recyclable packing and will  have
travelled thousands of miles. Why not make your own? There are plenty of online tips for
anyone who isn’t an arty-type.

➢ Homemade cards and presents are much more personal,  so keep the Christmas ribbons,
paper and cards you receive this year and reuse them next year as gift tags or make them
into cards again.

➢ Look  out  for  Christmas  trees  that  can  be  replanted,  but  if  yours  can’t,  take  it  to  any
recycling centre so it can be composted.

➢ Artificial Christmas trees that need a new home can be donated to a charity shop, or if no
longer in good condition, can be taken to a HWRC.

➢ If your recycling bin is struggling to cope with all the extra bottles, cardboard, plastic and
paper, put any that can’t fit into the bin in a clear plastic sack or cardboard box. Place it next
to your bin on collection day.

Don’t forget that your bin collection day might change due to the bank holidays. Check with your
district council to make sure you don’t miss it!

The  HWRCs will  close  at  3 p.m.  on  Christmas  Eve  and  New  Year’s  Eve,  and  be  closed  on
Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. Otherwise they will be open as normal from
8 a.m.–5 p.m.

For further information about recycling over the festive period, visit our website
www.oxfordshirerecycles.org.uk/christmas
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Kennington Festival Group

The members of this very friendly over 60s group wish you all a Happy New Year and
thank you for the support you may have given in the last year.

The Group meets every other Monday afternoon from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the Village Centre for a
social get together, a place to meet others and enjoy a cup of tea and cake. We also play a game of
bingo and have a small raffle.

During the year we also have four lunches, an Easter tea, a garden party, a Christmas party and one
or two outings.

If you would like to join us, please do just come in when passing or maybe if you go to the Library
you could call in then.

For those who have problems getting about we have volunteer drivers who would be only too
pleased to transport you.

Our meetings start again on Monday 7th January.

If you would like more information, please contact me.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Would you ever have thought…?

From a member of the audience.

Think of your average small or large village! It would probably have a post office, a couple of pubs,
a village hall, plus your usual mix of dog walkers, cyclists, runners, shoppers and excited children.
But would you have guessed that Kennington village hides its own precious nugget of gold?

I am, of course, describing its Kennington and District United Church Choirs founded in 1973, an
amazing 45 years ago. Their aim was and is to give pleasure to their audiences and the performers,
and to raise money—a staggering amount has been raised over the years for various charities.

The choirs’ performances have covered a wide range of music, from Beethoven to Verdi and Gilbert
and Sullivan to Carl Orff—in other words, something for absolutely everybody, young or old.

Last December’s brilliant performances were no exception. Under the accomplished eye of their
conductor and founder, Trevor Cowlett MBE, and the sensitive accompaniment of Denise Evans,
the singers offered a sparkling and humorous interpretation of G & S’s Princess Ida (opened 1884).
The singing from both the choir and soloists (at times in rather hilarious costumes!) was sparkling
and musical, and at times had the audience in scarcely restrained giggles and titters! Some witty
little jokes and repartees between the soloists slipped the performance neatly into the social culture
of today.

Yet, behind all the fun, there was clearly plenty of hard work, dedication and polish.

So, if you haven’t had the pleasure of hearing this amazing choir under Trevor Cowlett, make a
definite note in your diary for their next performance on Sunday 14 th April of quite a different
nature: Haydn’s Creation. You'll be blown away!
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: khcppg@gmail.com. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com

The PPG invites you to a Health Talk given by Dr McEwen

How to Reduce Your Risk of Cancer

This will also give you the opportunity to meet Dr McEwen and ask questions

Wednesday 6th February at 7:30 p.m.

Kennington Village Hall

ALL WELCOME

(Also see page 37.)

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Colour at a colourless time

It’s not all doom and gloom, not even in winter. Indeed, though the colour variety outside may be
reduced at this time of year, our gardens still have an immense amount of colour if, as I always say,
we choose to look.

On a windy day, a bramble patch offers up subtle silvers and red. The underside of leaves often
look silvery, and the stems offer up various shades of dark red. There is a huge range of viburnum
plants for winter colour. Look out for evergreen varieties like V. tinus and V. burkwoodii. Viburnum
x bodnantense ‘Dawn’ is also brilliant with strongly scented pink flowers.

Witch hazel is grown for the wiry flowers it bears along the branches.  Hamamelis x  intermedia
‘Diane’, has red flowers, ‘Jelena’ is coppery coloured and ‘Pallida’ is best for yellow. Daphne is a
shrub with intensely fragrant flowers in winter and early spring. Look for D. odora and D. bholua
and grow them near  gates and doorways.  Sarcococca or Sweet  Box is  well  named.  Its  intense
fragrance can be detected from across the garden. It produces tiny perfumed creamy flowers in
winter followed by shiny black berries.

Plants with berries on in winter offer colour, with extra flashes of colour when feeding birds arrive
to gorge on them.

Even if you don’t want to venture out into your garden or local area in the winter cold, just sit in
your window with a warm drink and take the time to notice the colour that’s still visible in the
natural world. It can take a few minutes to focus the mind to start to notice these subtleties, but it’s
time well spent.

Happy Gardening!

24 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
http://www.wildmaninspires.co.uk/
mailto:botleyppg@gmail.com
mailto:khcppg@gmail.com


25



A tribute to Air Commodore Bob Martin, CBE
With some of his own words…

Air  Commodore  LGP (usually  known  as  Bob)  Martin’s  life,  which  ended  after  98  years  in
Kennington on 31st July, included so many near misses that one suspects he had a guardian angel.
His first brush with death came in 1940 when he was on leave, and his home in  Dulwich was
bombed. He took shelter under a heavy mahogany table while the house collapsed on top of him.
When,  in 1951, Bob met,  fell  in love with and married  Hilde,  he discovered that  she was the
daughter of the air raid warden who pulled him from the wreckage. The family like to think Hilde’s
father, Paul Rosenberg, who was later killed in the Blitz, saved Bob for her.

Bob was on active flying duties for 25 of his
thirty 36 in the RAF, surviving three wars, three
aircraft crashes and three friendly-fire incidents.
At  the  end  of  his  active  service  he  was
seconded  to  the  Foreign  Office,  and  in  1972
was  appointed  Air  Attaché  at  the  British
Embassy in Bonn.

Retiring from the RAF did not end his dance
with death. When Bob and Hilde were attending
the  1984  Conservative  Party  conference  in
Brighton, they stayed at the Grand Hotel. They
needed  to  leave  early  to  catch  a  plane  to
Germany and thus narrowly avoided the IRA bomb which killed five and injured 34 people.

When I interviewed Bob for the Oxford Castaway series he said,
“I can remember when I first wanted to fly. I was in a field near
Birmingham in 1933 desperately wanting five shillings to pay
for a five-minute flight but I didn’t have five shillings. I tried to
join the RAF in 1938 but as I was under 21 my parents had to
give  permission  and  they  refused.  The  war  swept  aside
conditions like that.”

Bob, who was born in Kilkenny, was 19 when he joined up. He
said, “In 1940, Winston Churchill, desperately wanting to train
as many pilots as quickly as possible, advocated ‘Makie Learnie’
or learning on the job. This was pretty hairy when it involved
flying  and  my  apprenticeship  was  on  Wellington  Bombers
alongside four other young pilots. I was one of just two of us
who survived.

“I may have flown the last sortie of the war in Italy. Near the
end, Germans were escaping by ship from Venice and my orders
were ‘to beat the hell out of it.’ It was a clear and sunny day and
this was my first sight of the beautiful city of canals. There were
no ships in sight and I like to think I saved Venice by choosing

not to attack it with the Mosquito’s cannons!”

Bob was Commanding Officer in Cyprus before returning to England in 1947.

“I was posted to  Spitalgate near Grantham where I was detailed to escort the Mayor, Alderman
Roberts, his wife and his daughter to a Mess Ball.”

Bob admitted that he thought Miss Roberts would marry and forget her political ambitions but the
next time he met her she was The Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher!
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Post-war Germany played a big part in Bob’s life.

“In  1972,  I  was appointed  Air  Attaché  at  the  British  Embassy in  Bonn and became President
Luftwaffen Attaché  Verband (President  of  Foreign  Air  Attachés.)  I  was  awarded  ‘Das  Grosse
Verdienst Kreux’ (the German Order of Merit) by President von Weizacker and the Europakreuz by
the Bundesrepublik. They are the only medals I have that didn’t involve wars killing people.

“I was in Germany when the Berlin wall came down, and joined in its destruction. I have a souvenir
of  that  remarkable
moment  in  history.  The
West  Berlin  side  of  my
piece  of  the  wall  is
creatively  coloured  and
the  eastern  side  is  just
plain  concrete
symbolising  the
difference  between  east
and west during the Cold
War.”

Bob commanded 151 and
85  Squadrons  during  the
Cold  War,  serving  at
Leuchars,  West  Morling
and Church Fenton.

“I was serving on all-weather Night Fighter Squadrons during the Cold War and it felt decidedly
hot. We flew top secret missions which we called ‘Exercise Unmentionable’ because we were not
allowed  to  tell  even  our  wives.  Soviet  bombers  often  tried  to  fly  over  our  airspace  and  we
intercepted them with orders to fire on them if they behaved in a hostile manner.

“Hilde and I have probably spent more time in Oxfordshire than anywhere else. I was Commanding
Officer at RAF Abingdon when approximately 8,000 people worked and lived on the base. At that
time Abingdon provided all parachute training for the Army.

“To understand the nature of parachute training, I decided to experience it for myself. Standing in
the open door and leaping out was quite something for me as I had always been taught not to jump
out unless the aircraft was out of control or on fire. It left me with great respect for our Parachute
Regiments.

“The souvenir that reminds me of RAF Abingdon is an unusual baton I was given as a ‘Thank you’.
General Kong Le of Laos wanted to set up a similar parachute training school as ours and after his
visit he gave me his embossed silver topped baton inscribed with good luck symbols. Maybe his
luck ran out when he handed it to me because he was killed in a coup soon afterwards.

“When  Hilde and I semi-retired, we came to live in Kennington, in 1976. We soon realised that
Kennington is a lovely village with a population who are friendly and community-spirited and so
hoped to live out our remaining years here. I became a Vale Councillor and served on the Parish
Council for 10 years.”

Bob was a supporter of many village organisations including KOA, Kennington United Choirs, the
Church of the Good Shepherd and Kennington History Society. He will be much missed. He was
appointed a Commander of the British Empire (CBE) by the Queen in 1977. Bob leaves behind
Hilde, to whom he was married for an amazing 67 years, as well as their children Sarah and Mike,
son-in-law Kieran, granddaughters Anna and Natalie, and grandson Tim. A very moving funeral
Mass was held for Bob at the Church of Our Lady in Abingdon.

— Sylvia Vetta
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

The Kennington Choirs’ two performances of  Princess Ida  by Gilbert & Sullivan raised a very
large amount for Action for Children (the Methodist Children’s Society).

There was £1,251 cash in the plates and buckets. There was an anonymous gift of £3,000. When
Gift Aid has been added to all this, the total will be  £5,313.  We had two glorious evenings with
superb music and much laughter. Thank you to everyone who made all this possible.

The Choirs are now starting to prepare Haydn’s Creation  for a concert in the Chapel of Exeter
College in Oxford just before Easter on 14th April. As always, we are looking for more singers. If
you would like to join us, please give Trevor Cowlett a ring on 01865 735885.

Rehearsals start on Friday 11th January at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road
and then each Friday at the same time. Copies will be available. You would be most welcome.

From the Editor

A very Happy New Year to all our readers from the Chronicle Team. It is our hope that 2019 will
bring joy, peace and a greater understanding of our vulnerable environment.

The new year is a time when many make resolutions and share new
beginnings. But most of our day-to-day lives remain the same without

many changes, especially not to those aspects which are successful
and work for us.

The  Chronicle  has  seen  a  change  recently  and  I  feel  very
privileged to be the new editor. I am humbled by the commitment
and energy of  our  many contributors  who,  month after  month,

bring  reports  of  the  tremendous  work  of  the  various  village
organisations and volunteers to the wider village community.

I take this opportunity to thank you for your informative and interesting
contributions. It is a pleasure to read them. Thank you too to our advertisers,

without whom there would be no Chronicle. Thank you to the distributors who ensure that the
Chronicle reaches all 1,850 homes and public buildings. And of course, thank you to the team who
support me and ensure that the Chronicle is ready and printed each month.

The Chronicle is your magazine and I invite you, our readers, to share your thoughts on how we
could improve it—what you would like to see in the Chronicle or indeed to make any general
comments including the things you like about it and would like us to keep.

The Chronicle should be an evolving publication, moving with the times and fully representative of
our vibrant village.  We will  continue to publish “news not views” as this  is  our policy.  I  look
forward to hearing from you.

— Amena Sutton, Editor, editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming events

The Social evening is scheduled for  Wednesday 23rd commencing at 7:30 p.m. The AGM has
been rescheduled for this date, which will precede the social evening. Cheese & wine will be
laid on, and there will be the usual quiz and or bingo, plus opportunity for a chat and swapping of
garden tales. Members only.

Wednesday 20th February, 7:30 p.m., Village Centre

We welcome a new speaker, Paul Patton, who will present an illustrated talk “Bugs and Beasties”.
Members £2; non-members £3. Refreshments complimentary.

Friends of St Swithun’s School

A huge thank you to everyone who came to our Christmas fair on 1st December.
It was a fantastic event, with some truly wonderful stalls—Father Christmas in
his  sparkling  grotto,  a  very  popular  tombola,  and  some  delicious  bacon
sandwiches and mulled wine.  It was a great start  to the festive season, and
raised an amazing £2,200 for the school, which will make a huge difference to our projects next
year.

Our  volunteers  were  also  busy  over  the  last  few  weeks  selling  raffle  tickets  at  the  school’s
Christmas performances—again, people were hugely generous, and we raised over £600. Thank
you!

FOSS also had some fantastic news recently, when we heard that we had been awarded a grant of
nearly £2,000 from the Midcounties Co-operative Community Fund. We applied for funding to buy
some new musical instruments, including enough glockenspiels and keyboards for a whole class to
be taught and perform all together.

We are very grateful to the Midcounties Co-operative for their hugely generous support and look
forward to hearing the wonderful music the children will be making in the New Year!

If you’re planning a post-Christmas clear out, we have just the event for you. On Saturday 19th

January we’re hosting a Table Top Sale in the lower (KS2) hall at the school. Tables are £10 each
and can be booked by emailing fosssecretary1@gmail.com.

If you’d rather shop than sell, come along and pick up some bargains. Tea, coffee, and cake will be
available to buy.

This  had  been  a  fantastic  year  for  FOSS,  and  we  thank  everyone  in  the  St  Swithun’s  and
Kennington community who have supported us throughout 2018.

We hope you all have a wonderful 2019 and we look forward to seeing you at one of our events
soon!
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

A Happy New Year to all Library Users! Why not investigate something different this month?

➢ Do you need advice from our Digital Helper on Wednesday mornings?
➢ Would you like to have a taster session, researching Family History online? Carol will be at

the library on Wednesday 9th January and subsequently on the second Wednesday of each
month.

➢ Have you seen the latest books to arrive?
➢ Did you know that you can request books from the Library Catalogue to be brought to

Kennington?
➢ Have you seen the latest Oxford Times and Kennington Chronicle?
➢ Would Large Print books be helpful to you?

And the Friends of Kennington Library (FOKL) ask…

➢ Would you be able to spare a few hours each month (no regular commitment necessary) to
join the volunteers who work alongside our Library Manager? You would be given the
necessary training and have control over which and how many sessions you cover. If so,
please contact Jenny Forder on jenny.forder@ntlworld.com.

➢ For those with subscriptions becoming due in January and February, please keep an eye out
for your renewal  reminders.  You can be assured of our appreciation of your continuing
support and we look forward to seeing you at future events.

Library New Year Opening and Closing
Monday 31st December: OPEN 2–5 p.m. ONLY
Wednesday 2nd January onwards: OPEN AS NORMAL

01865 730763 News at www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary

Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman Pamela Allen chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary Helen Hurrell secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer Hugh Fleming treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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A competition for those aged 24 and under: prize of £50! Good luck!
Could you design a logo for The Friends of Kennington Library (FOKL)?

Entries should be received by Thursday 31st January.
Korky Paul along with FOKL’s Trustees will judge the competition!

Pick up entry details from the library or download them from our website.

Free events this month

Monday 14th,  2:30–3 p.m. Rhyme Time: All under school aged children are welcome to join us for lots
of rhymes and songs!

Wednesday 16th, 11–11:30 a.m. Story Time: Stories for all young children and their mums, grandparents
and carers.

Friday 18th, 4:30–6:30 p.m. Board Games Café: Come and enjoy some different board games. It’s all
fun!

Whilst these events are free, we do ask for a modest donation to help defray expenses, such as room hire.

Coffee Talks will resume in February
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Thames District Guides: Table Top Sale

Now is the time to put the date of the Guides’ popular Table Top Sale in your new Diary

Saturday 9th March
10 a.m.–12 noon
Village Centre

Book  your  table,  still  only  £5,  from Margaret  on  01865 730353  or  07540 755711,  or  Liz  on
01865 730053.

3rd Kennington Brownies

The nights are dark, and it has become much colder, but this hasn’t stopped the absolute enthusiasm
enjoyed by our Brownie Pack! Christmas crafts last month were a highlight as the girls loved being
creative. We even made reindeer and snowmen out of bits of wood found on the ground with the
assistance of our guest, Mr Yates, who is a magician with making all things to do with wood.

A special  night was had at  the end of November as we had 7 Brownies to enrol!  Parents and
relatives were able to see the girls give their Promise and officially received into the Pack.

The Christmas treat of ice skating at  Millets Farm was a huge success. The hot chocolate and
biscuits  were  very  welcome indeed.  A few spills  and  trepidation  did  not  deter  the  girls  from
continuing to skate. For those who needed a bit of help, it was readily there from other Brownies.
What a great group!

The New Year will see us hard at work on completing group projects. The girls, as a Unit, decide
what  badges  they are going to  work on and how they plan  to  achieve them.  This  encourages
Sixer/Unit discussion, weighing up pros and cons to decide what will be acceptable to all girls in
the Pack. Discussion is an opportunity that allows all Brownies (some shy and some not so shy) to
express their opinion and gain confidence in doing so. Each opinion is important.

Has your daughter, granddaughter, niece or cousin heard about Brownies? Come along as we would
enjoy meeting them to either join or have a sampler evening!

— Eagle Owl

Brownies is open to all girls aged 7–10 years. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and
they can join at any time of the year. Please contact Brown Owl at: angieaxe258@btinternet.com

For fun answers

Answers to the puzzle on page 10.

Advent Carols Epiphany Holidays Snow

Baby Jesus Celebrations Families Presents Tinsel

Boxing Day Christingle Fireworks Resolutions Twelfth Night
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Botley and Kennington PPG…

… invite you to a meeting

Monday 28th January

6 p.m.

Kennington Health Centre

(Also see page 24.)

KADS News

A Happy New Year to all from Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society. In 2019
we will be celebrating our 40th Anniversary!

We'll be kicking off the celebrations at our panto later this month. If you haven’t
already heard, it’s Robinson Crusoe and the Pirates, a nautical tale set in Latin
America and packed with all the delights you have come to expect from a KADS
show!  There  are  nine  performances,  including  four  matinees,  so  lots  of
opportunity to come along and see friends and family in action.

At each matinee performance we’ll be running a competition to guess the name of the parrot, so
lots of extra things to look forward to.

We’re also continuing our support of Ronald McDonald House Oxford, aiming to raise £5,000 to
sponsor a room there. This provision helps families when their children are receiving treatment in
hospital—a home from home at a critical time.

We really  appreciate  all  the  support  our  audiences  give  us,  so  any  help  reaching  our  goal  is
appreciated.

Performance dates and times at Kennington Village Centre

January Friday 25th 7:30 p.m.

Saturday 26th 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Sunday 27th 12 noon & 4 p.m.

Thursday 31st 7:30 p.m.

February Friday 1st 7:30 p.m.

Saturday 2nd 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are just £10 adults, £8 concessions, and £30 for a family of four (under 5s go free on laps).
Call 01865 739025 or email boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk. Payment by cash, cheque or BACS.

Follow all the action in the run up to the show on our KADS Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS or check out the website at www.kenningtonads.co.uk.
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Kennington History Society

In October we had a talk by Ruth Buckley entitled, “Anglo Saxon Oxford.” This had been well
researched and was well presented. It was most enjoyable and contained much information which
was new to the audience.

At the time of writing, we are looking forward to a talk by Steve  Parminder called, “The Lost
Abbey of Eynsham,” and one by David Richardson called, “The History of Old Pubs of Oxford.”

All talks start a 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road. All are welcome; non-members
are charged £2.50. There is free tea, coffee and biscuits afterwards, though donations are welcome.

— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

GO Active Gold: 60+ Clubs

Is becoming more active one of your New
Year’s  resolutions?  Or  are  you  simply
looking to become more sociable within the
local community? If so, being a resident of
Kennington has never been so exciting. The
local Table Tennis club, which takes place
on  Tuesdays  11 a.m.–12 noon  at
Kennington  Youth  Club,  has  acquired  a
brand new table from the District Council,
allowing  the  club  to  accommodate  12
players  playing  at  one  time!  The  club  is
self-sustained through the  work of  extremely passionate volunteers  who are always looking to
entice residents of all abilities to come along and try it out. They are a very friendly group who tend
to spend time outside of the club together as seen in the photo at their 2018 Christmas lunch.

For all the racquet sport lovers within Kennington, if you haven’t tried out Pickleball, it’s about
time you do. Pickleball is a racquet sport that combines elements of badminton, tennis, and table
tennis. Pickleball is for anyone of any age and is hugely popular among individuals of 60+ due to
the slower-paced nature of the sport. Pickleball club takes place Fridays 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. at

Kennington Village Hall
and  welcomes  all
abilities;  you  will  be
surprised  how  quickly
you pick it up!

Please  feel  free  to
simply turn up to either
of the clubs as everyone
involved  is  most
welcoming.  Each of the
clubs  has  a  £2  charge

which covers facility costs. If you have any enquires, please feel free to get in contact with me,
Zacharia Nelmes, Participation Co-ordinator, on 07748 770567. Furthermore, both clubs have been
supported through the GO Active Gold project funded by Sports England. Please take some time to
watch  the  celebration  video  https://youtu.be/t4xGuflR0D4 which  outlines  the  successes  of  the
project.
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Carols around the Tree

Thank you all who attended the Carols around the Tree in December. Although the weather was not
on our side, there was a great atmosphere inside the church. Thank you too for your generosity, as
you raised £145 for Kennington’s Baby and Toddler Group, which will help fund some new toys
for the children.

Christmas tree recycling

If you had a real tree this Christmas and you’re a garden waste customer, Biffa will collect it on
Friday 11th January. Leave it by your brown bin (but please not in it, as it’s tricky for the crew to get
it  out).  If  you’re  not  a  garden waste  customer,  Christmas  tree  recycling  has  been  arranged at
Playfield Road and Forest Side playing field car parks. Please make sure your tree is there for
collection by Thursday 10th January.

Dog fouling

There have been reports of increased dog fouling, particularly around St Swithun’s School and on
Playfield Road playing field. Please remember to clean up after your pets—in an emergency, dog
bags are provided at Forest Side and Playfield Road playing field car parks. If you witness someone
failing to clean up after their dog, make a note of anything that might help identify them and report
to env.health@southandvale.gov.uk.

Grants

At the December Parish Council meeting, the Cricket Club was awarded a grant of £600 to help
with their annual hire fees.

Defibrillator Workshop

The council is planning to organise another defibrillator workshop, which will be free of charge for
all Kennington residents. If you are interested in attending, please contact me to add your name to
the list. See page 9 for more.

Happy New Year

On behalf of the Council may I wish you a very happy and healthy 2019.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE

41

Dates of Council Meetings: January

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Parish Council Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.

Playing Fields Committee
7:30 p.m.

Thursday 10th Tuesday 8th & 9th Wednesday 16th

Playfield Road pavilion
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the  plan  as  it  has  only  21  days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact  the  Clerk
immediately you  receive  notification  to  ensure  the  Parish  Council  members  are  aware  of  any
neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

mailto:clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/
mailto:env.health@southandvale.gov.uk
http://kennington-pc.gov.uk/


Permissive access to Bagley Wood is changing

On  1st December  last  year,  the
permissive access arrangements for
Bagley Wood changed. Members of
the public no longer need to apply
to St  John’s  College for a  permit,
but  will  be  free  to  ramble  during
daylight  hours  on  any  ‘stone  or
mown’  route  within  the  Wood,
accessed  from  designated  gates.
Access  is  still  permissive,  but  the
available routes will be much more
extensive and accessible from more
entrances  around  the  perimeter.  It
will be open on all but one day of
the year.

As  the  name suggests  a  ‘stone  or
mown’  route  is  any  hard  track
(stone) or wide grassy ride (mown).

This could get a bit technical! No one is expected to become an expert on whether a route has ever
been ‘mown’; it will be fairly clear on the ground which routes are generally maintained and which
not. The network has been designed around existing tracks and rides as well as some that have been
upgraded from trails created by visitors over the years. Its layout has been carefully considered to
manage public safety and to protect both the environment of Bagley Wood and the privacy of
neighbours,  but  we  would  happily  listen  to  any  representations  as  to  where  routes  should  or
shouldn’t go in the future.

The change is intended to benefit all local people. We are not publicising this outside the wood’s
two parishes and will not be providing parking for people coming from further afield. In this way
we will protect the special place that is Bagley Wood and guard the environs of Kennington and
Sunningwell against increased traffic and disturbance.

Please help us to make this work for all:

➢ Enter the wood only from designated gates

➢ Don’t stray off the ‘stone or mown’ network, particularly onto informal trails

➢ Visit on foot or pushchair or wheelchair only; cycling and horse riding are not permitted

➢ Heed signs that warn where forestry work is underway or where there might be problem
trees (broken branches, etc.) that represent a temporary threat to the public

➢ Be considerate to neighbours and heed ‘private’ signs near to homes and buildings

➢ Keep accompanying dogs close to hand and don’t let them leave mess in the wood

Bagley is a wonderful place, we hope you enjoy it and…

… take what you bring; leave what you find!
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Kennington Scouts

Expeditions, camp fires & gurning!

Since the summer break our numbers have grown considerably, partly due to a number of cubs
moving up and from new members who have joined the movement. In week 3 there was a big
investiture when 7 new scouts were formally welcomed into the troop. We are very pleased that

Andrew  has  joined  our  leadership  team,
following his recent move to the area, and
look  forward  to  the  new  ideas  and
experience he will bring to the Troop.

On the last  night  before half  term we lit
and  cooked  bacon  and  marshmallows  on
Swedish  Candles.  This  activity  worked
really  well  and the  food was enjoyed by
all.

This  term  five  of  the  older  scouts  have
been busy planning and preparing for their
Expedition  Challenge.  This  requires  the
scouts  to  work  in  a  small  team,  plan  a
route,  risk-assess  the  event  and  then

execute a two-day journey with an overnight stay. They have to carry out the actual task on their
own, something the scouts loved, as they were being trusted to undertake the responsibility of this,
even if parents and leaders had a few nerves—which we were not allowed to show! The scouts
decided to  hike to  Youlbury and take part  in  the District  Midnight  Exercise.  They returned to
Kennington on foot the following day, after an exhausting night joining in the exercise tasks.

In total the 40th had 13 scouts (3 teams) eagerly joining in the Midnight Exercise on a very wet
October night.  The exercise requires teams to attend
several bases (16 this year), each offering a different
challenge. They are awarded marks for their approach,
teamwork,  effort  and  achievement  of  the  task.
Following  a  night’s  camping  and  a  welcome  hot
breakfast,  the scouts keenly awaited the results.  The
40th teams came 3rd, 11th and 12th out of 16 teams even
after a few injuries along the way. Well done to every
one of them as they all tried hard and gave their best.
We thank all the parents and leaders who sat out in the
rain to help us man the three bases that the 40th needed
to cover.

More  recently  we  celebrated  St  Andrew’s  Day  by
having  a  Scottish-themed  evening,  complete  with  a
gurning  competition  (pulling  funny  facial
expressions), caber tossing, trying a ceilidh dance, as
well as the consumption of lots of shortbread and Irn Bru!

We now have young people on the waiting list for every section: Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. While
it’s lovely to be popular, we’d like everyone to get the chance to challenge themselves and have fun
in the Scouting tradition. Adults—male, female, other, young or ancient, novice or wise, handy or
just willing—please get in touch to offer some time to get to know the kids in our community and
have fun yourself. Email kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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Kennington Youth Club

Christmas  Celebrations.  We  threw  a  Christmas  celebration  on  the  last
meeting of the term, with activities such as Hoopla, creating Christmas Stars,
Christmas  Dress-up,  making (and eating)  melted  snowmen.  Most  popular
seemed  to  be  putting  the  Santa  beards  (ahem…  shaving  foam)  on  our
volunteers Alfie and Kev, although the “beard” seemed to cover most of their
faces by the end! We also had an outing to Pizza Hut, and the committee and
volunteers met for a Christmas drink in the Tandem.

Dates for Next Term

9th January to 6th February
20th February to 27th March

Senior Youth Club Open Morning: Saturday 9th February 10 a.m.–12 noon. We are proposing
to run an after-school club once a week for older young people in the village which will be more
“café  style”.  We are  holding an  open  morning  on Saturday 9th February  between  10 a.m.  and
12 noon at  the youth club to discuss our ideas and try and get some opinions of others in the
village.

Nothing is currently set in stone but we’re then hoping to start initially once a month running this
second club, so we can gauge interest and work together to find out what works. We’d love to hear
your  thoughts  so  please  do  come  along  either  on  that  morning  or  email  us  at
youthclubkennington@gmail.com.

Membership.  The current youth club is open to young people who are in school years 5–8. If
you’d  like  to  find  out  more  about  membership  or  join  our  waiting  list,  please  contact
members.kyc@gmail.com.

50:50 Draw Winners.  Congratulations to  our  winners.  The winning balls
were 1st Prize #43 (£35), 2nd Prize #33 (£10) and 3rd Prize #2 (£5). If you’d
like  to  find  out  more  about  buying  a  ticket  for  our  draw  please  email
kycdraw@gmail.com.

Fundraising Update. Radley College selected the youth club as the recipients for the money raised
by their readathon. Four of the boys taking part, along with their librarian, came and looked round
the club before the event. We are delighted they have raised enough for us to be able to repair our
pool table which we hope will be completed by the end of January.

We also held a Christmas Hamper raffle. The draw has not taken place at the time of writing, but
we’ll confirm the winner in next month’s article. Thanks to everyone who bought a ticket, and
Best-One for the prizes they donated.

New Year Resolutions? Volunteer.  Happy New Year. Have you considered volunteering in the
new year? We are always looking for extra adults to help us on club nights. It doesn’t have to be a
regular commitment—you can sign up for whichever slots you’d like to come to, even once a term
would be great. Things our volunteers do on club nights include selling tuck, checking the members
in, supervising games, helping keep score for darts and so much more—whatever you fancy really.
Away from club nights, we also are looking for a new Maintenance Rep, not necessarily to do all
the maintenance but to co-ordinate the work that needs doing and a hall bookings co-ordinator.
More  details  about  the  roles  can  be  found on our  website  https://kenningtonyouthclub.com or
contact us at youthclubkennington@gmail.com for a no-commitment chat.

— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Tour of the Mini plant

We had an amazing trip to the Cowley
Mini (actually very big) factory and it
was  absolutely  fantastic!  There  were
many  sights  that  were  extremely
interesting,  from  robots  that  could
throw around car parts effortlessly, to
tiny  intelligent  robots  that  can  assist
people with miniscule details. We saw
car frames gliding around and sparks
flying  across  the  room.  Towering,
clever  and  nimble  robots  were
scattered from one end of the factory
to the other. Our tour guide, Terry, gave us an excellent experience; without further ado, let’s talk
about it!

We were all nervously anticipating seeing the car body shop and, once we were inside, we were
surprised by the brilliant engineering atmosphere. There were robots of all kinds and their genius
tech was amazing. The room was seeping with machines. On a raised platform, we looked all over

the  factory  and,  only  then,  could  we
truly  appreciate  the  grand  size  of  the
building and the huge number of robots
working  there.  As  we  left,  we  were
intimidated  by  the  awesome  machines
that towered above us.

After  looking  around  such  a  complex
room  full  of  technological  robots,  we
were quite shocked to see how calm the
next  room was.  The second production
area  was  where  they  did  all  the  paint:
motor,  sunroof,  coolant,  wheels  and
doors (the stuff that you could see). As
we walked in, we were all very careful
of the static floor (in white). While we
were looking at the paint being applied,

we noticed some yellow robots moving around the factory on their own. Terry (our guide) said the
static floor let the machines traverse independently on guidelines. We moved on to see all the rest
of the car parts being placed on and the final liquids, like coolant, added to make the finished car.
Apparently, a car gets produced every 67 seconds to sell! We then carried on to the marvellous
museum…

After we had finished the amazing tour, we all went and looked around the museum, which had all
the Minis from over the ages in it. As we were looking around it, we found a car that had cow skin
covering it. We were all so amazed that we had to take a photo! The museum showed us how the
Mini changed over the years, from the old chariot Mini, to the new 2018 convertible; we were all
shocked and amazed at the transformation. Over all we had an amazing trip and we would love to
go back.

Our tour had many great sights and we hope we can see it all again. Thank you for letting us tell
you about our fantastic time; maybe you’ll consider going there yourself.

— Samuel H, Eryk, Issy, Aaron and Matty (Larch Class)
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
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ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 Currently full

DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is  News  not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  name  and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial

CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

mailto:editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
mailto:distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
mailto:adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.

Regular events
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton Village Centre Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Memory Club Methodist Church Monday and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Table Tennis Youth Club Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
From January 2019, the Kennington WI and Kennington Link WI join together as the NFWI for 
meetings on the first Wednesday of the month at 2:15 p.m. in the Methodist Church.

January
Wed 2 2:15 p.m. Kennington WI Methodist Church
Mon 7 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre

Tue 8
10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Thu 10 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting Village Centre
Fri 11 7:45 p.m. United Choirs begin Spring rehearsals Methodist Church
Sat 12 7:30 p.m. Oxford Ceilidh: Playford Liberation Front Village Centre
Tue 15 2:30 p.m. Ecumenical Fellowship Group 01865 739774
Wed 16 10:30 a.m. Midweek Worship Edith Court Lounge
Sun 20 9:30 a.m. United Service for Christian Unity Week St Swithun’s Church

Mon 21
2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
7:45 p.m. Kennington History Society: Morris Metropolis Methodist Church

Wed 23 7:30 p.m. Kennington Horticultural Society Social Evening Village Centre
Mon 28 6 p.m. Botley & Kennington Patients Participation Group Kenn. Health Centre
Tue 29 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

February
Mon 4 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre

Wed 6
2:15 p.m. Kennington WI Methodist Church
7:30 p.m. Patient Participation Group Health Talk Village Centre

Fri 8 8 p.m. Kennington Cancer Fund Quiz Night Village Centre
Sat 9 7:30 p.m. Oxford Ceilidh: Token Women Village Centre
Tue 12 10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
Thu 14 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting Village Centre

Mon 18
2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
7:45 p.m. Kennington History Society AGM Methodist Church

Tue 19 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre
Wed 20 7:30 p.m. Kennington Horticultural Society: Bugs & Beasties Village Centre

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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