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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Throughout our long history on this planet, human beings have expressed themselves through the
medium of art, from cave paintings to medieval masterpieces and modern art, from classical music
to indie rock, from photography to film, and everything in between. Part of being human, it seems,
is an urge to somehow, in some way, express something of who we are; to tell our stories.
Art has the potential to help us ask new questions about our lives. Down the centuries, Christians
have used art to tell stories of faith and in turn, faith has the potential to help shape our response to
art of whatever kind. A three-way conversation, if you like, between the artist, the art and ourselves.
So, this year, during the season of Lent, Rob, our Vicar, is inviting anyone who wishes to join us
(though please take note of certification), to come along to Radley Vicarage on the following dates
to watch some films together. They will all begin at 7 p.m. The following week all are invited to
join us to reflect on them through conversation and discussion.
10th March: Paddington 2 / PG / 103 mins
Discussion group: 8–9 p.m., 11th March, Radley Church Room, or 3–4 p.m., 12th March, Radley
Vicarage
17th March: Calvary / 15 / 102 mins
Discussion group: 8–9 p.m., 18th March, Radley Church Room, or 3–4 p.m., 19th March, Radley
Vicarage
24th March: Where Do We Go Now? / 12a / 110 mins
Discussion group: 3–4 p.m., 26th March, Radley Vicarage, or 8–9 p.m., 27th March, Radley Church
Room
31st March: Still Alice / 12a / 101 mins
Discussion group: 3–4 p.m., 2nd April, Radley Vicarage, or 8–9 p.m., 3rd April, Radley Church
Room
7th April: Of Gods and Men / 15 / 122 mins
Discussion group: 3–4 p.m., 9th April, Radley Vicarage, or 8–9 p.m., 10th April, Radley Church
Room
3

On another note altogether: Shrove Tuesday! All are welcome to drop in to the Church Hall at St
Swithun’s for a pancake or two on Shrove Tuesday (5 th March) from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Come in on
your way home from school, bring your families—all are welcome (there is no charge).
Please do see our website for notices of services and other events. All are welcome.
— Rev Alison Mathew
Services in March
Sun 3rd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
Wed 6th 7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Communion in
St Swithun’s
h

Sun 10 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m.
Compline
7 p.m.
Refresh (informal service at
Radley)

Sun 17th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in the Church
Hall
Sun 24th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m.
Compline
Sun 31st 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m.
Songs of Praise in St Swithun’s

Compline by Candlelight during Lent. Every Wednesday from 13th March to 10th April.
9:30 p.m. in Radley Church. All welcome to join us for this short, quiet & reflective service.
On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on the 17th. The doors open for Messy Church at
9:30 a.m. and it usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have breakfast—cereals,
toast, croissants, pain au chocolat, etc., and then feel free to wander round and see the
activities or join in a discussion if you want to. This allows us to explore and learn more
about our faith in a very relaxed way. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see
how it works. You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service, come and enjoy this service in
the Church Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been
happening in Messy Church.
Little Lambs. This is a group for preschool children and their parents or carers. Every 2 nd and 4th
Wednesday in the month, in term time, in the church from 9:15 a.m. Come and enjoy cake and
coffee, and play. All very welcome.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are resources in the prayer corner, which we hope you may find helpful. You are also
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
Services in March
3rd 10:30 a.m. Our Morning Service today will be conducted by Graham Kirby, from
Kidlington.
10th 10:30 a.m. Lent 1. Morning Worship will be led by our own Minister, the Rev Dr Stephen
Maunder. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
17th 10:30 a.m. Lent 2. We welcome as our preacher today Alan Turner-Smith, from
Ludgershall.
24th 10:30 a.m. Lent 3. Morning Worship will be led by our own Minister, the Rev Dr Stephen
Maunder. This will be a service of Café Church including the General
Church Meeting.
31st 10:30 a.m. Lent 4. MOTHERING SUNDAY. Our preacher this morning will be our
Superintendent Minister, The Rev Canon Dr Martin Wellings.
Other activities
The Afternoon Ecumenical Fellowship Group will meet on Tuesday 19th at 2:30 p.m.
All details from Dilys Cale on Oxford 739774. There is a real welcome to everyone.
The Monthly Service of informal worship in the Lounge of Edith Court will be held on Wednesday
20th at 10:30 a.m. Everyone is invited to join the residents for this monthly service and to enjoy a
cup of tea or coffee afterwards.
Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday 12th in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.
Bring & Buy Stalls available. Why not come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends
and new? You will be most welcome.
Our April Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 9th April at 10 a.m. The February Coffee
Morning raised £80.65.
Hiring a room at the church
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Kennington Cancer Fund
Sadly, it has been decided that this, our 30 th year, will be the last, finishing in October. We have
donated £450,000 to Prof Adrian Harris, and we are grateful for the help, raffle prizes, and
donations we have received from many of our “Friends”.
Our recent Quiz raised an amazing £1,803.50, and we must thank Fran Scholefield for all her hard
work over the last 20 years. In the hope that we may be able to achieve the half million, a “Just
Giving” account has been set up on the internet by Steve my son. Read our story and donate at
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/steve-livett. Donations large or small would be much
appreciated.
Thank you
— Pearl Livett

Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: khcppg@gmail.com. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com
On 6th February, Dr. McEwan gave a very informative talk about how to reduce the
risk of getting cancer. The PPG is planning other talks and welcomes your input
and suggestions for future topics. Please look out in the Chronicle and on the
Medical Centre notice boards for more information.
Healthwatch and PPGs
Did you know that you can see a lot of information about Oxfordshire PPGs on the Healthwatch
Oxfordshire website www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk, where there is a whole section devoted to
PPG activity. You can also leave comments about your healthcare experience.
Healthwatch Oxfordshire is committed to supporting PPGs in the county. They are endeavouring to
increase the number of patients involved locally with their PPG to ensure more are heard, involved
and informed. At Botley and Kennington PPG we subscribe to that belief, so we need YOU to
become involved.
At PPG meetings there is a two-way process of addressing concerns that have been brought to our
attention. For example, obtaining prescriptions in time seems to be a current issue, but we also learn
a lot about the changes and constraints on the practice.
There is generally time to discuss any concerns and the meeting is usually attended by the Practice
Manager and one of the practice partners so we can learn about developments and changes directly.
Currently meetings alternate between Botley and Kennington and are either on a Wednesday or
Monday at 6 p.m. However, we are aware that this time is not convenient for many people so we
need to know what would be best for you. We need new people to bring their ideas and suggestions,
so please come along to the AGM where you can learn more.
You are invited to the
Botley and Kennington PPG Annual General Meeting
Tuesday19th March at 7 p.m.
Village Centre, Kennington
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Chronicle Deliverer needed
Do you live on or close to Kennington Road?
Could you deliver 36 copies at your convenience?
It would take about 20 minutes, 11 times a year.
If you can help, please contact John Maine on 01865 736841
or distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939
Rhyme Time: Monday 11th March, 2:30–3 p.m.
Why not bring your under-school-aged children along to sing rhymes with us? Everyone is welcome.
The more the merrier!
Story Time: Wednesday 20th March, 11–11:30 a.m.
Lots of stories to enjoy.
And for adults…
Wednesday 6th March: Coffee Talk given by Bampton author Anne Youngson
at 11 a.m.
Meet Me at The Museum is a novel in letters between two people who have never
met. They both have more of their lives behind them than ahead of them, and have
just suffered a bereavement. Through the correspondence, they build an
understanding that moves from formality to friendship. Coffee served from 10:30.
Don’t forget our Digital Helper is in the Library each Wednesday morning. He is happy to help
with any of your questions, and if he doesn’t know the answers, he will do his utmost to find them
for you!
And… you can have help with your online research from our Family History expert on
Wednesday 13th March.
Saturday 16th March (6:30 p.m. for 7): Launch of Sylvia Vetta’s novel
Sculpting the Elephant
As we go to press there are still a few free tickets available for this event. Please contact
Sylvia as soon as you are able at sylviavetta@gmail.com.
01865 730763
News at www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary
Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman
Pamela Allen
chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary
Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer
Hugh Fleming
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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To Infinity and Beyond
At the start of term, Elm Class blasted off our learning and our new topic, ‘To Infinity and Beyond!’
It would be terrific to be able to go to outer space. However, sadly, a nine or ten year old wouldn’t
be allowed! However, even though we haven’t actually left our school, we have had loads of
amazing different learning opportunities so far to help with understanding of our own planet and
the universe.
We started our topic with an astronaut training day! We were amazed when we learned about some
famous space explorers, such as Yuri Gagarin (the first man in space), the crew of the Apollo 11
moon landing mission, and Helen Sharman, who was the first British person in space. This is such
an amazing job, one which takes a lot of skill and a super amazing attitude, and which has a
rigorous and long training programme. We were given a range of similar tasks to an actual
astronaut training programme to see if we had what it takes to be an astronaut. These included the
memory test, where you had to step back and forth whilst repeating a given number sequence but in
reverse order. We carried out a team building exercise where we needed to build paper construction
with our team mates but without talking. We all enjoyed designing our own mission patches to
show our space mission.
In our science learning we have discovered lots of fascinating information about our Solar System
and about the different planets. To support us in learning the names and order of planets from the
sun, we created mnemonics to help us remember. One mnemonic that we used was ‘My Very Evil
Mother Just Swatted Uncle’s Nose’ (Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and
Neptune). A little while later, we scaled down the sizes of the planets and used fruit to represent
each one. The smallest planet was Mercury and we used a peppercorn to represent it, whereas we
used a watermelon to represent Jupiter which is the largest planet. In addition to scaling down the
size, we also scaled down the relative distances between each planet. We used toilet roll to help
with this, with one piece of roll being 20 million km. The length of roll was very long by the time
we got to Neptune! We know that the Sun is at the centre of the solar system and the planets (which
are spherical) all orbit the sun. This can be shown in a heliocentric model of the solar system, the
theory of which was first thought about by Copernicus.
Most excitingly, we had an amazing visit by the Space Explorer Dome. This was a huge inflatable
planetarium set up in the KS1 hall. We needed to crawl through a tunnel to enter the dome. When
we were all inside, we had a fantastic talk and learned more about the solar system. We also
examined the stars in the night sky and found a few constellations such as the Big Dipper, which is
part of Ursa Major, and Orion and his dog Sirius. We learned that the Greeks had stories to tell
about the different constellations and heard about Hercules and Leo the lion.
As you can imagine, it has been a very interesting start to the year, learning about what is beyond
our own planet. We have all learned lots of super fascinating things and very much look forward to
learning more about the universe as the term progresses.
— Elm Class (Year 5) and Miss Maskell, St Swithun’s School
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Spinderella
The children in Tigers and Giraffes read the story
‘Spinderella’, a tale of a spider who wants to play
football with her family but doesn’t know how to count
to make equal teams and keep score! So linking to this
story we kicked the start of this term off with a superexciting sporty ‘whizz bang’ day. The children came in
dressed ready for an active day of exercise and healthy
living. They took part in so many different activities
such as using hockey sticks to move a ball along
different wiggly routes, using different equipment to
climb, balance and move on, learning about why it is
important to exercise, and the effect exercise has on our
bodies. Here are some of the comments from the
children about being healthy:
Josh: We need to eat loads of healthy foods, fruit! Exercise is good because it makes us healthy.
Jake: Washing hands is good because then you don’t get germs on your food.
Luca: Exercise makes our hearts go faster! Running and push-ups are good.
Since then we have used the story ‘Spinderella’ for lots of exciting maths-based activities. The
children had to put their own spiders into two teams but had to make sure that they had the same
number of spiders in each team. We found out that it was unfair if one team had lots more players!
We also had a problem where Speedy and Scrabble wanted to play football but had lost all their
boots around the classroom! They gave us clues using
lots of positional language so we could help them find
all of them. They needed 16 boots, so we had to keep
adding them together and see how many more we still
needed to find!
Maya: I enjoyed finding the football boots. We found
some in the cupboard, then we found them at the
window. And then we looked under the table.
We have also been enjoying the literacy side of the
story and love joining in with parts of the story. We had
a challenge to see if we could put muddled-up pictures
of the story back in the right order, and we even wrote
a sentence about our favourite parts. Here are some of
the children’s favourite parts of the story:
Lyndon: When they are fighting playing football.
Sanaa: When they say, ‘Up with Spinderella, up with numbers.’
Leola: When Spinderella scores the winning goal.
Imogen: When they get their boots from the Fairy Godmother.
We are looking forward to seeing what other learning comes from this wonderful story.
— Tigers and Giraffes (Reception) and Miss Artis, St Swithun’s School
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Kennington Scouts
Cubs Cram in Challenge after Challenge!
Since September, Endeavour Cubs
have been trying to do as many
exciting things as we can cram in and
that the weather allows!
A highlight so far was grass sledging
on Boars Hill using the districtowned equipment to race the Cubs
against some hardy parents. The time
of year meant it was getting dark by
the time we finished, but some brave
souls
stayed
to
watch
the
International Space Station pass
overhead.
We have visited the Abingdon police
station, where several of our new
Cubs were invested, and we were able
to sit in police vans, visit the CCTV
control centre, and watch 999 and 112
calls being answered.
The Remembrance Parade was
extremely well attended, and our
Cubs did us proud with their
marching practice and setting a great
example in the parade and at the
church service.
We have been very proud to see some
of our Cubs move up to Scouts, so we
welcomed new members both from
Beavers and from families who are
new to scouting. Our membership is
now almost 50% girls which is a
fantastic message to show that
Scouting is inclusive.
One of our favourite activities was a
nighttime wide game at Youlbury—
the sight of teams of Cubs charging
through the dark woods lit up by their team-coloured glow sticks was a vision to behold, and it
really did give the Cubs a lot more confidence. Many completely lost their fear of the dark!
This term we have been studying astronomy, navigation and communication in preparation for our
Big Winter Challenge Hike in March. Last year it snowed so we are prepared for the worst!
— Gordon Buxton, Endeavour Cub Scout Leader
We now have young people on the waiting list for every section (Beavers, Cubs and Scouts). While
it's lovely to be popular, we'd like everyone to get the chance to challenge themselves and have fun
in the Scouting tradition. Adults—male, female, other, young or ancient, novice or wise, handy or
just willing—please get in touch to offer some time to get to know the kids in our community and
have fun yourself. Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com
17

Kennington Youth Club
Youth Club Café FREE Taster Session
Years 8 to 10, Wednesday 6th March, 3:30–5 p.m.
Following on from our open morning, our first after-school café session will be on
Wednesday 6th March 3:30–5 p.m. This is open to anyone in school years 8–10.
The first session will be free (usual price £2.50), and on offer will be computer games, table tennis,
pool, table football, games, hot drinks, toast and cakes, as well as a tuck shop.
Ceiling Update and Resumption of Cooking Activities. We are delighted that the Youth Club
kitchen ceiling has now been fully repaired. Big thanks to Adam Peach Carpentry
(https://adampeachcarpentry.wordpress.com) for donating their time to repair the inside of the
ceiling. With the ceiling now repaired we have now been able to resume cooking with Valentine’s
Day jam tarts, organised by our volunteer Audrey.
Healthy Eating, Open Morning, Quiz and Youth Representative Elections. Our parent
organisation Oxfordshire Youth came and ran a session for us about healthy eating including
making some smoothies. We ran a quiz and Bingo evening with prizes kindly donated by Asda at
Wheatley. We also held our open morning. Thank you to those who came and shared their views.
The members held an election, following designs of posters and speeches, to elect a youth
representative to our committee, who will start coming to our meeting and representing the
members’ wishes to us. Thank you to Stan, who was elected, and to Charlie and Maya for making it
a spirited election and all the good suggestions they have made which we will start trying to act
upon.
Forthcoming Dates
Youth Club School Years 5–8 : 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th March, 7–8:30 p.m.
Members-Only Trip: 3rd April
FREE Taster Café Session for School Years 8–10: 6th March
Membership – Spaces Available for School Years 5–8. We now have a few spaces available at
our club for school years 5–8. Membership is £10 annually plus £2 per session attended (trips may
be more). There is more information about the club and what happens on club nights on our website
https://kenningtonyouthclub.com. If you’d like to apply for membership, attend a taster session, or
come and have a talk to us and look round the club, please do contact our membership secretary
Cath at members.kyc@gmail.com.
50:50 Draw Winners—over £500 raised in the first 12 months. Our 50:50
draw has now been running for 12 months and we’re delighted in that time to
have raised over £500 for club funds and to have been able to give away the
same amount in prizes. Thanks to everyone who has bought a ticket.
Congratulations to our February winners. The winning balls were 1st Prize: #22
(£35), 2nd Prize: #37 (£10) and 3rd Prize: #44 (£5). If you’d like to find out more about buying a
ticket for our draw please email kycdraw@gmail.com.
Registered Charity Status. We are delighted to have been awarded registered charity status and
are now registered charity number 1181731. Thanks to everyone involved but especially our chair
Jenny Forder for her tireless work on the paperwork associated with this.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Classical Composers
How many can you find?
Answers on page 34.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Taking Stock
I am thinking again about my own habits; this seems to be a regular thing for me during the fresh
newness of the year so far. Somehow, I notice myself thinking of new ways of living, working and
gardening. At times, they all feel like one and the same thing, but my aim is, always, a healthy
package and balance.
This year I’m keeping my desk clear of clutter and I take my laptop out with me during the day
when I can, so I can work on the go in some fascinating locations. Working on my laptop at my
desk during the day, it’s so easy to keep working on it, well into the evening.
I am finding this is already having benefits on my wider life and my work. Okay, I’m getting less
done, in some ways, but it’s more sustainable. Moving around to work moves ideas and
perspectives around, I’m certainly finding. The quality of my output looks to be of a higher
standard already, and more focused.
What’s all this got to do with gardening? Well, I’ve been involved in gardening professionally for
over 30 years now, and I’m intrigued by how many of the gardens I’ve seen actually give an insight
into the owner’s personality, considerations and life in general. Whether we ever “own” our garden
will be the subject of another article.
So, when planning your gardening during the coming season, try a less cluttered approach with
more focused planting schemes. Try things in new places. Maybe change where the seats and
viewing points are. See if standing and looking at your garden from a new angle brings any new
perspectives.
We get into habits in life and how we garden is one of them. It is good to stand back and review the
bigger picture. Life is for living and gardening is for enjoying.
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Kennington Women’s Institute
The Committee had rearranged the seating arrangements in the Methodist Church
and we were pleased with the new layout. We welcomed twenty-five ladies to this
meeting, which was very encouraging. Kennington Link would have been 50 years
old this month, so a cake was provided, and the topping was a replica of their Banner, made of
fondant icing. This, and a glass of elderflower for everyone, was well received.
We had a number of business items to share, such as the date for our next fundraising coffee
morning and the venue for our summer outing. A board was circulated, asking members to
nominate themselves for the duties of hostesses, provider of flowers and those prepared to offer the
Vote of Thanks to our speakers.
Our speaker was Sylvia Vetta, well known in the village, who spoke entertainingly about her
Castaways. Sylvia showed us various books and articles she had written about her Castaways and
she included her published novel. She also displayed the cover of her latest novel, which will be
available later in the year. Sylvia also brought with her some fascinating vintage items, such as an
ice cream wafer maker, a nutmeg holder and a chatelaine set of items from India.
Our Sales Table raised funds for our WI and members mingled and chatted over their tea and cake.
It was a very happy meeting that was enjoyed by all.
Why not come and join us at our next meeting which is at 2:15 p.m. on Wednesday 6th March in the
Methodist Church? You will be made very welcome.
— Jean Holt

Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)
Save money on energy bills! As mild December gives way to a colder, frostier new year, Citizens
Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale is encouraging people to analyse their home energy spending
and take steps to cut down on fuel wastage. The charity has these tips.
1. Check your bills carefully and make sure you're on the cheapest tariff. Most energy suppliers
offer fixed price tariffs, where the price of a unit of energy will remain the same for the length
of the deal. Think about switching to a new supplier (for an energy prices comparison tool, go
to https://energycompare.citizensadvice.org.uk). Citizens Advice has helped many people to
switch successfully to a new energy supplier, so contact us to discuss your options.
2. Make your home energy-efficient. Insulate lofts and walls, double-glaze your windows and use
thick curtains to keep heat in. Get your boiler serviced annually. Grants are available to help
with insulation: call the Energy Saving Advice Service on 0300 123 1234, Monday to Friday
9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
3. Your central heating thermostat and your timer (or programmer) are your good friends and
allies when it comes to saving money. Shave down the timings so that the boiler is only
working when you need it. A thermostat temperature of 20°C is adequate for most homes.
4. Try an online Home Energy Check at www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/resources/tools-calculators
5. For those who qualify, various grants and discounts are available to help with bills: the Warm
Home Discount https://www.gov.uk/the-warm-home-discount-scheme and the Winter Fuel
Payment https://www.gov.uk/winter-fuel-payment.
6. Sign on to the Priority Services Register if you're of pensionable age, disabled or chronically
sick. The scheme gets you extra energy services free of charge. Visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk
for further information.
Contact Citizens Advice in person during opening hours or by phone (Adviceline 03 444 111444).
Locations and opening hours: www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale
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Kennington Festival Group
This Group, for over 60s, meets every other Monday afternoon from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in
the Village Centre for a social get together, a place to meet others and enjoy a cup of tea
and cake. We also play a game of Bingo and have a small raffle.
The ladies who came along in January became members as they enjoyed it so much, and another
three people joined us for our first meeting in February for a taster session. I will let you know if
they came back in April’s Chronicle.
During the year we also have four lunches. By the time you read this we will have had our first of
the year: Fish & Chips or similar. We cater for vegetarians as well, have an Easter tea, a garden
party, a Christmas party and one or two outings.
If you would like to join us please do just come in when passing or maybe if you go to the Library
you could call in then. For those who have problems getting about, we have volunteer drivers who
would be only too pleased to transport you.
Next meetings
4th March: Lunch for Members at 1 p.m. followed by AGM and afternoon meeting at 2 p.m.
18th March: 2–4 p.m.
If you would like more information, please contact me.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
At the time of writing, the nights are definitely drawing out, and Spring is not far off. Timely
therefore is our presenter for March, Andy Gunn from BBOWT, who will speak on “The Wild
Oxford Project”. Wednesday 20th March in the Village Centre at 7:30 p.m.
The committee has been active in preparing this year’s programme which is now at the printers and
will commence in April. We hope to start delivery of the schedule and membership cards in early
March. Our presenter in April will be Andrew Mikolaisk speaking on container gardening and
topical tips. Wednesday 10th April at 7:30 p.m.
Admission £2 for members and £3 non-members; refreshments are complimentary.
Dates for the diary. Here is a snapshot of events planned for the new programme:
Wednesday 10th April
Sunday
Monday

th

12 May

Andrew Mikolaiski. Container Gardening and Topical Tips
Malvern Spring Show

th

17 –21st June Suffolk Holiday

Wednesday 17th July

Evening Visit: Green and Gorgeous Flower Farm, Wallingford

Sunday

11th August

Saturday

7th September Annual Show

Wednesday 16th October

West Dean Garden and Chilli Festival, Chichester
Chris Ward: Undiscovered Norfolk

th

Wednesday 20 November AGM & talk by Darren Lerigo on Water: too little, too much
Saturday

7th December

RHS Wisley Christmas visit

If you are not already a member but would like to join, just come to one of the meetings
or telephone the membership secretary on 01865 730961.
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Kennington History Society
In January we had a talk entitled, “Morris’ Metropolis: The Motor Works and Transformation of
Oxford” by Simon Wenham. As the title suggests, it was the story of how car production started in
Oxford, moved to Cowley and ended up as the huge factory we all remember. It was wellresearched and well-received.
At the time of writing we are looking forward to our AGM when members’ contributions are
invited, and amongst other things there will be a talk by David Holt who has never failed to satisfy
in the past.
This month, we are to have a talk by our local stonemason, Alex Wenham (no relation to Simon
above), entitled, “An Outstanding Stone Mason”.
All talks are held on the third Monday of the month in the Methodist Church off Upper Road at
7:45 p.m. Coffee and tea with biscuits are offered free at the end, but donations are invited. Nonmembers are charged £2.50.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Chronicle Producer needed
The Kennington Chronicle team is a Village volunteer group, which
produces 1,850 copies every month except August, distributing them all
free of charge to every household and business in Kennington.

It’s a bit more modern
than this!

Would you like to join us to produce the Chronicle?
This is an entirely digital operation, where you would collate all the
articles (from the Editor) and advertisements (from the Advertising Coordinator) and put them together to create a printable PDF. That PDF is
sent to our Printer, who prints the Chronicle for us.
If this might interest you, the requirements are detailed on our website:
https://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/be-our-producer

Kennington Good Neighbours
Wanted urgently
Volunteer Drivers
… to take those village residents without transport to
local shops, health centres, hair dressers, hospitals and amenities…
Sadly that last advertisement didn’t work. We had no enquiries at all but maybe you saw it and then
forgot to get in touch. Never mind, it may jog your memory to see it again. I do understand why
many of you cannot commit to helping out, but if you would like more information about the
scheme please get in touch with me.
On the other hand, concerning The Good Neighbours’ other role, we have five people who would
be willing to visit those who would like a bit of social company now and again, so if you, or anyone
you know who would be interested, please let me know.
For more information or help please contact me.
If you need transport, please ring Dilys Cale on 01865 739774.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, 07540 755711, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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3rd Kennington Brownies
The Brownies are hard at work on the new programme earning badges as we speak. Most popular
are the Baker’s badge, Entertainment (we have budding actresses!) and the Collector’s badge. With
the Baker’s badge, the girls have been bringing in their cupcakes, which were devoured instantly.
Not only do the girls have to bake for their badge, but also the baking has to be themed and to have
a little story created around the theme. So it’s not all just baking!
The Pack are also working on their Communication badge in that they communicate with each
other by mime (in acting out the Brownie Promise), voice, hand signals and the written word. ‘Lend
a Hand’ is the Brownie Guide Law. The girls had to choose an object hidden in a bag and then had
30 seconds to write down how they could use the object to lend a hand. Many diverse ways were
discovered. It was satisfying as Leaders to see that the girls took it seriously and were genuinely
aware of how they could lend a hand in a family situation, in the public domain or at school.
We have had another enrolment with two more Brownies joining the Pack. Parents and family were
present to celebrate their achievement. The girls took great pleasure in serving tea and biscuits to
their guests.
Some of the girls were able to go to the Gang Show held at Radley College in February. It is always
a spectacular night for the girls to see all the Scouts, Guides and Brownies performing. What an
incentive to audition for 2020!
As ever, we are always delighted to see any prospective Brownies so please come along for a taster
session. The girls have such great FUN!
— Eagle Owl
Brownies is open to all girls aged 7–10 years. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and
they can join at any time of the year. Please contact Brown Owl at: angieaxe258@btinternet.com

1st Kennington Guides
Over the past month, the Guides have been working on their Communicate
Skills Builders. They have performed dramas exploring how body language
conveys more than the words spoken and had a ‘Bad Chatters’ tea party to
practise being good listeners. The Guides analysed various teaching styles
while having an introduction to British Sign Language.
We celebrated Burns Night with poetry readings and tartan-themed activities, including a
competition to dress a member of their Patrol in a tartan kilt made from paper weaving. The Unit
also enjoyed a trip into to Oxford for a special Girlguiding screening of the new Mary Poppins film.
Some of our members have places for the Oxfordshire Guide Science Taster Day at the University
of Oxford during half term.
We look forward to the next term with cooking, art and Zumba planned. We will have a stall at the
Girlguiding Table Top Sale in the Village Centre on Saturday 9 th March, so please do come and
support us.
— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Live Better. Live Well Oxfordshire
Are you looking for information about services and
activities in Oxfordshire?
Oxfordshire County Council’s Live Well
Oxfordshire directory is the place to start your
search. The easy-to-search online directory brings
together over 2,000 services and activities from
care services to help people stay independent,
transport services to help people get out and about,
and new hobbies for people to enjoy to local carer
groups. You’ll find useful information and advice
on a range of subjects—all aimed at giving you
greater choice and control over the support and
services you or a loved one needs.
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/livewell
— Kate Gleeson, Strategic Commissioning Manager

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
We hope that our children will be inspired by the topics that their teachers plan
for them. We have two classes as our journalists this month. Do read their
contributions to find out all about going ‘To Infinity and Beyond’ with Elm Class
(page 13) and a book-based topic, ‘Spinderella’, with the Tigers and Giraffes in
Reception (page 14). The children are definitely excited by their topics at the
moment, and in half a term have already accomplished a huge amount.
Reuse and Recycle
It is at this time of year, as snowdrops abound, when we can see that Winter will soon be over and
there is the promise of Spring to come. As the weather improves, we are looking forward to
continuing our work on our outside environment. We will be doing lots of improvements in the
outdoor learning area used by our youngest children in our nursery and reception classes. Another
project is the development of our school garden, which will have an allotment area of raised beds
for growing fruit and vegetables, as well as a multi-sensory spiritual garden. We are planning to
incorporate as many reused or recycled elements as possible in the garden.
If you have any materials in good condition that you no longer need that we could use in the design
of the hard landscaping for our garden, we would love to hear from you. We could potentially use,
for example, bricks or paving slabs to form paths and terrace areas. Wooden sleepers or outdoor
seating could also be included in our designs. If you may be able to help, please contact our school
office on 01865 415105 or office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk. Thank you very much.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Election Year for Parish Council
Would you like to make a positive difference in Kennington?
The Parish Council needs enthusiastic and committed individuals to influence the decisions affecting our
village. Ongoing projects include:
➢
➢
➢

Building a NEW pavilion at Playfield Road
Website and social media strategy
Village flower baskets

New ideas and suggestions are always welcome.
To become a Parish Councillor, you must be:
➢
➢
➢
➢

Aged 18 or over
On the electoral role
A citizen of the UK, Commonwealth, EU or Ireland
Resident in or within 3 miles of the parish, or own land or work in the parish

Councillors should be able to attend meetings regularly and represent the views of the community. The
council aims to improve the quality of life for those who live, work or visit the area.
You could be just what the Parish Council is looking for. On the website you will find a job description,
which may help you understand more of what is expected from a Parish Councillor.
Nomination forms need to be submitted to the Returning Officer at Vale of White Horse District Council
by 4 p.m. on Wednesday 3rd April 2019.
Nomination papers together with guidance notes will be made available by the District Council by midMarch. The Parish Council will have copies and you will also be able to get them from the elections
office of the Vale of White Horse District Council or from its website.
If you would like to stand for election as a councillor, or know of someone who would like to make a
difference to the community, please contact the Clerk for more information.
The Parish Council is seeking councillors from a variety of backgrounds—no qualifications are
necessary, but commitment and enthusiasm are essential.
Picnic benches
The picnic benches in the play area and adult gym at Playfield Rd playing field were looking quite
tired, so have been replaced with recycled plastic benches ready for the warmer weather.
Waste tours
Tours of the food waste facility at Wallingford and the general waste (black bin) facility at Ardley
have been booked throughout 2019. If you are interested in going, please contact me for dates and
to book a space.
Continued/…
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…/Continued
Dates of Council Meetings: March
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
Playing Fields Committee
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Thursday 14th
Tuesday 12th
Wednesday 20th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE

Update on Village Green Application
I deposited the application for Village Green status for Radley Big Wood with the County Council
on 18th December, well before the deadline of 27th February. The County is still waiting to hear
from the Planning Inspectorate before being able to register it as a legal application.
Once this is done there will be a six-week consultation period when we will see if the landowner
wishes to oppose the application.
I thank all those residents who completed the evidence questionnaires. There were 71 in total, 41 of
which attested to use for over 20 years.
— Chris Henderson

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs are continuing their rehearsals of Haydn’s
Creation for a concert in the Chapel of Exeter College in Oxford just before Easter on Sunday 14 th
April.
As always, we are looking for more singers. If you would like to join us, please give Trevor
Cowlett a ring on 01865 735885. Rehearsals are held every Friday evening at 7:45 p.m. in the
Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road. Copies will be available and there are no auditions. If
you enjoy singing, you would be most welcome.
The details of the concert will be in next month’s Chronicle.

For fun answers
Answers to the puzzle on page 21.
BACH
EINAUDI

MOZART

SCARLATTI

TCHAIKOVSKY

BEETHOVEN

HANDEL

ORFF

SCHUBERT

VERDI

BRITTEN

HAYDN

PURCELL

SCHUMANN

WAGNER

DELIBES

MAHLER

ROSSINI

SHOSTAKOVICH
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Thames District Guides: Table Top Sale
Don't miss the chance to book a table at the Guides Table Top Sale on
Saturday 9th March
10 a.m. to 12 noon
Village Centre
Tables only £5
Reserve your tables now from
Margaret on 01865 730353 or 07540 755711, or Liz on 01865 730053
Make a date with your friends to pick up some bargains,
have a cuppa and some home-made cakes and have a flutter on our raffle.

Friends of St Swithun’s School
The May Fair, our biggest event of the year, is approaching fast. This year, it’s
on Saturday 18th May. As always, there will be a huge range of fantastic stalls
for everyone to enjoy—including test your strength, our three amazing
tombolas, beat the goalie, bouncy castles, coconut shy, white elephant, whack a
rat and roll a coin… there really is something for everyone! In addition, you
can treat yourself to some delicious food from our barbecue, as well as ice cream, candy floss,
sweets, and cakes, all washed down with a drink from our licensed bar. We are also delighted that
this year’s event will feature the Scouts’ climbing wall, so you can see if you can really hit the
heights!
This year we have a Festival theme, and for the first time ever we are following the May Fair with a
mini music festival. The main fair will run from 12 noon–3 pm, after which most of the stalls will
shut down (except the bar, of course!) and the music will take over! We would love the festival to
reflect the huge amount of talent there is in the village, so if you are in a band and would like to
perform, please do get in touch by emailing us at friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com and be part of a
fantastic day supporting the school! We would also love to hear from anyone interested in helping
to organise the music festival or help out at the Fair in any way—please just get in touch!
Last year’s event was a huge success thanks to the support of everyone in the school and wider
Kennington community. Everyone will be most welcome at the fair, and we are really looking
forward to seeing you all in May.
If you can’t wait that long, there are some other events we have planned before May. On Friday
15th March we’re holding our ever-popular school discos. Reception and KS1 get to party from
6 p.m. to 7:15 p.m., then the KS2 kids hit the dance floor from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Our UV lights
will be out again to make everything glow, and we’ll be selling a range of glow-in-the-dark and
flashing novelties. Tickets are £4 each and include a free ice cream with sauces and sprinkles from
our ice cream parlour!
On Tuesday 26th March after school we’ll be holding our fantastic Spring tombola. The week
before, we’ll be asking the children to bring in donations of Easter eggs and other sweets, toys, and
books, which they’ll then have a chance to win. Thank you once again to all the parents and carers
who always support our tombolas so generously. Your support is hugely appreciated, and makes a
big difference to the school, allowing the purchase of equipment and resources that would not
otherwise be possible.
37

38

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

39

40

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

41

42

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£12
£70
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
£200
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group
Village Centre
Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Memory Club
Methodist Church
Monday and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Table Tennis
Youth Club
Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
Fri
Mon
Wed

1 8 p.m.
4 2–4 p.m.
6 2:15 p.m.
10 a.m.–12 noon
Sat
9
7 for 7:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
Tue 12
7:30 p.m.
Thu 14 7:30 p.m.
2–4 p.m.
Mon 18
7:45 p.m.
Tue 19 2:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
Wed 20
7:30 p.m.
Sat 23 10 a.m.–12 noon
Sun 24 10:30 a.m.

March
Kennington Cancer Fund: Cheese & Wine Evening
Festival Group
Kennington WI
Girl Guides Table Top Sale
Oxford Ceilidh: Jigfoot
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Parish Council Meeting
Festival Group
Kennington History Society: Outstanding stonemasons
Ecumenical Fellowship Group
Short Service
Playing Fields Committee meeting
Table Top and Craft Sale
General Church Meeting

Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
01865 739774
Edith Court Lounge
Playfield Road Pavilion
Village Centre
Methodist Church

April
Mon
Tue
Wed
Tue
Thu
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Mon

1
2
3
9
11
14
15
23
24
29

2–4 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
10 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
2–4 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
1–4 p.m.

Festival Group
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Choirs: Haydn’s Creation
Festival Group Easter Tea
Parish Council Planning
Annual Parish Meeting
Festival Group Lunch

Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Exeter College Chapel
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).

Index of Contents: page 3.
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