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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

As I begin to write this article, it is a cold, wet day in March and the winds are rattling the letter
box. So, it is a joy to look forward to April and I hope that you are reading this on a warm, sunny
morning.

April is such a lovely month—the flowers, the sun getting warmer by the day, the longer days—so
much to celebrate. And this month we have the joy of celebrating Easter.

How are you going to celebrate Easter this year? What will you be doing on Sunday 21st April? For
many it is a day for meeting up with family and friends, a special meal, and, of course, loads of
chocolate eggs. Perhaps bunnies and baby lambs remind you of Easter too as do flowers blooming
in the garden (weather permitting of course). For many people it is just one day, but for the church,
Easter has its days leading up to it and the days after it leading to Pentecost. Just as Christmas
extends  beyond  25th December  in  the  church,  so  is  Easter  a  longer  period  full  of  different
remembrances.

First there is Shrove Tuesday (pancake day) where we look ahead to Lent and try to eat up all the
butter and eggs we should not be eating in Lent—so that is a joyful day. The next day is Ash
Wednesday which is a more serious day, with a service of ‘ashing’ which reminds us that we are but
poor sinners—not such a joyful day but one of penance and reflection. Lent then follows: forty days
(excluding Sundays) of prayer, fasting or taking on extra self-sacrificing tasks during which we
remember Jesus’s time in the desert when he was tempted by the devil but did not succumb to
temptation. These days can be hard. There are usually no flowers in church but there is Mothering
Sunday on the fourth Sunday in Lent—so another day of celebration.

The  Sunday  before  Easter  Sunday  is  known  as  Palm  Sunday,  a  joyful  celebration  when  we
remember Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem on a donkey. In St James, Radley, there is a happy
procession around the village following a donkey. Do join in if you are able to.

We are now in Holy Week and we have Maundy Thursday when we remember Jesus washing the
feet of the disciples, the Last Supper, Jesus praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, and his arrest,
trial and condemnation to death. It is a solemn service where the altar is stripped of its coverings
and we are reminded of Jesus’s painful, final hours.

Good Friday reminds us of Jesus’s long walk to Calvary and his agonising death on the cross. We
reflect on this with music and meditation. Holy Saturday, or Easter Eve, is a quiet day thinking of
Jesus in the tomb.

Now this may well sound all doom and gloom, and why on earth would anyone want to celebrate
and remember any of this. But, we then have the absolute joy of Easter Day. The day Jesus’s friends
went to his tomb to find it empty, the body of Jesus gone, their initial fear turning to wonder and
amazement as the risen Jesus stood among them, talking to them, eating with them. Try Googling
John 20:1–18, or read it in your bible, for the full story.
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Can you imagine what must have gone through their minds, what would have been said. If perhaps
you have had a loved one go through a very traumatic experience but they have been saved by the
skill and knowledge of surgeons and nurses and have come home saved and well, you might have
some idea. If you have lost something so precious to you only to find it some two or three days
later, you might have some idea.

The name ‘Easter’ derives from the name of the Anglo-Saxon goddess of spring, Eostre or Ostara,
and she was celebrated as the bringer of new life (back to bunnies, lambs and eggs). We celebrate
Easter because we too welcome new life in the Church—the new life we live in a God who lived
among us,  died for our sins and rose again to save us from death—to give us eternal life.  As
Christians we believe that God gives us life in abundance. We believe that once we have met the
risen  Christ,  life  can  never  be  the  same again.  The  disciples  went  from quaking  with  fear  to
shouting the good news about Jesus from the rooftops as it changed their lives so much.

We hope that you will be able to join us for some, or all, of our Easter services, especially during
Holy Week. You are most welcome to any of the churches in the Benefice: St James, Radley; St
Leonard, Sunningwell; St Swithun’s, Kennington. Watch out for the service timings on the notice
boards and village websites.

I especially hope we shall see you on Easter Sunday when we can all share together in the joy and
hope of new life—and, of course, there will be Easter Egg hunts!

With blessings
— Rev Glynis Beckett

Services in April

Sun 7th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 14th Palm Sunday
9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m. Compline
7 p.m. Refresh  (informal  service  at

Radley)

Fri 19th 10:30 a.m.Good Friday
Service in St Swithun’s followed by the 
Walk of Witness from the War Memorial 
at 11:15 a.m. This ends with a service at 
the Methodist Church at 12 noon.

Sun 21st Easter Day
9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Special Easter Day 

Communion. Easter Egg hunt 
and refreshments after the 
Service.

Sun 28th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m. Compline

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m

This month, Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on the 21st. Messy Church will start off in the
Church Hall on Easter Sunday, with crafts, breakfast snacks and lots of fun. For those of

you who would like to, we will then join in with the worship at Church to celebrate
Easter together with a family friendly Holy Communion.

Children’s  Church starts  at  9:25 a.m.  in  the  Church  Hall.  All  are  welcome.  It  runs
alongside our Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).

Little  Lambs is  a  group for  preschool  children  and their  parents  or  carers.  Every  2nd and  4th

Wednesday in the month, in term time, in the church from 9:15 a.m. Come and enjoy cake, coffee
and play. All very welcome.

Youth Group is usually the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month, but as the latter falls on Easter day,
there is one on 7th April. It will be a bit different as we will be doing a ‘Family Pizza and Board
Games’ night in the Radley Church Room 6–7:30 p.m. Do come along and bring your friends for
pizza and games.  Donations to cost of food please.  For details  contact Alison Mathew or Rob
Glenny.
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The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are prayer resources in the prayer corner that you are very welcome to use. You are also
very welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Oxford
OX3 8AX

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

Services in April

7th 10:30 a.m. Lent 5: Passion Sunday. Our Morning Service will be led by the  Rev Judy
Turner-Smith, one of our Supernumerary Ministers from Ludgershall.

14th 10:30 a.m. Palm  Sunday.  Morning  Service  today  will  be  led  by  our  own  Church
Members. Palm Crosses will be distributed during the service.

21st 10:30 a.m. Easter Day.  Our Easter Praise will be led by our own Minister, the  Rev Dr
Stephen Maunder.  This service will include the  Easter Celebration of Holy
Communion.  We invite everyone to come and share in our Easter Worship.
Christ is risen—Hallelujah.

28th 10:30 a.m. Sue Barratt will lead a Service of Alternative Worship this morning.

Good Friday 19th April: There will be a Service for Good Friday Morning in St Swithun’s Church
at 10:30 a.m. This will be followed immediately by a  Walk of Witness at 11:15 a.m. from the
Parish Church to the Methodist Church where a United Service will take place at 12 noon. All
Christians are invited to come and share in this act of Christian witness and devotion.

Other activities

The Afternoon Fellowship Group will meet on Tuesday 16th at 2:30 p.m. All details from Dilys
Cale on Oxford 739774. There is a real welcome to everyone.

The Monthly Service of informal worship in the Lounge of Edith Court will be held on Wednesday
17th at 10:30 a.m. Everyone is invited to join the residents for this monthly service and to enjoy a
cup of tea or coffee afterwards.

Coffee Morning. This will be on Tuesday 9th in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.
Bring & Buy Stalls available. Why not come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends
and new? You will be most welcome. Our May Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 14th May
at 10 a.m. The March Coffee Morning raised £98 exactly.

Hiring a room at the church

If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Thames District Guides

A big “thank you” to all those who supported our recent Table Top Sale. It proved to be very
popular with all ages.

We will be back again next year.

Kennington Youth Club
Youth Club Café, Years 8–10: Wednesday 3rd April & 1st May, 3:30–5 p.m.

We were delighted to welcome elven young people to our first youth club café
session at the start of March. It was lovely to meet you all. We have two more
upcoming sessions on Wednesday 3rd April and 1st May. Anyone in school years
8–10 is welcome. You don’t need to book in advance; just turn up. The session
costs £2.50 and includes hot drink or squash, toast and a cake or biscuit.

Youth Club, Years 5-8: Wednesdays 7–8:30 p.m.

During March we had a pancake evening and a trip to the village library including a quiz. Thank
you to everyone involved in both events. We were also delighted to welcome some new members to
our club.

Some  members  of  Radley  College,  who  raised  money  for  us  through  a  sponsored  library
Readathon, visited us. We have used the money raised to refurbish our pool table, buy some new
books for our book swap corner and for new table tennis balls and air hockey pushers. The students
from Radley presented our members with 39 books chosen by our members for our book swap
corner. They also had a game of pool with some of our members on the newly refurbished pool
table. Thank you, everyone involved in the Readathon and to those who have come to visit the club.

Forthcoming Dates

3rd April, 3:30–5 p.m.: Café Session School Year 8–10

3rd April, 7–8:30 p.m.: Members-only trip to Oxford Race Hut (must be booked in advance)

Please note we do not meet on 10th or 17th April.

24th April, 7–8:30 p.m.: Youth Club for School Years 5–8

1st May, 3:30–5 p.m.: Café Session for School Years 8–10

1st May, 7–8:30 p.m.: Youth Club for School Years 5–8

Fundraising and Donations Update

We have kindly been given both an electric keyboard and an Xbox by local residents for which we
are very grateful.

Thank you to everyone who came and supported our mystery bag stall at the Guides Table Top
Sale, which raised over £50 towards our current fundraising goal of refurbish our kitchen.

50:50 Draw Winners

Congratulations to our March winners. The winning balls were 1st Prize #34
(£35.70), 2nd Prize #57 (£10.20), and 3rd Prize #37 (£5.10). If you’d like to
find  out  more  about  buying  a  ticket  for  our  draw  please  email
kycdraw@gmail.com.

— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Kennington Good Neighbours

We have a small group of volunteer drivers who use their own cars to
take those residents without cars to local hospitals, health centres, hair
dressers, and local amenities.

We have 5 volunteers who are willing to visit those who are lonely or would like a bit of social
company now and again. So if you, or anyone you know who would be interested, please let me
know.

If you need transport please ring Dilys Cale 01865 739774

Please contact me for more information or help.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 — 07540 755711 — mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
Registered Charity no. 1179830

A new post at Kennington Memory Club

Dementia Day Care Assistant £8.25 per hour

Salary based on 2 days per week, seven hours a day

Mondays and Thursdays 9 a.m.–4 p.m. ( hours negotiable) in the Methodist Church in Upper Road

Requirements:
Experience in care, excellent communication skills, enthusiasm, ability to work as part of a team

For further information and to request an Application Pack please contact
kenningtonmc.webmaster@gmail.com

Closing date for applications: Wednesday 10th April

Relevant references will be required

This project has the generous support of a grant from Oxfordshire County Council

Flexicare community walk
Does the sound of a lovely walk or run on and around the Ridgeway, followed by all the (free)
cakes and sandwiches you can possibly eat, appeal to you? If the answer is “yes”, please read on!

Flexicare, a small local charity supporting families with severely disabled children in their own
homes, and now in its 34th year, is holding its annual fundraising walk on

Sunday 12th May from Snells Hall in East Hendred.

You can register (free of charge) on www.flexicare.org where you will find registration and sponsor
forms and more information if required.

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

Each year, all our children benefit from being involved in a staging a musical play,
developing a range of skills in the process. Putting on a production would not be
successful unless the children were able to learn their lines, learn and perform a
range of  songs,  work co-operatively with others,  help with creating the set  and
making or finding props. They also develop their ability and confidence in speaking
clearly and expressively to entertain a large audience.

Recently, it was the turn of the children in Silver Birch and Maple classes (Year 4, 8–9 year olds),
and they presented, in impressive style, an adaptation of a play written by Roald Dahl (page 40).
This linked to their recent topic based on the life and work of Roald Dahl, which included a visit to
the Roald Dahl museum in Buckinghamshire, which everyone found really interesting, informative
and inspiring.

The children performed on two nights,  to full  houses of appreciative friends and family.  They
demonstrated commitment to their classmates and to their school, by coming back to school on
both nights, so that ‘the show could go on’. Well done and thank you to all the children, and to our
staff team in Year 4, led by Mr Dando, Mrs McAllister and Miss Rogers.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will be giving their Spring Concert in
Exeter College Chapel, Oxford, on Palm Sunday, 14th April at 3 p.m.

It will be a performance of Haydn’s CREATION.

With

Claire Barratt Soprano

Ian Barratt Tenor

Stephen Barratt Baritone

John Oxlade Accompanist

Trevor Cowlett MBE Conductor

Entrance is FREE. There will be a Note and Silver collection for
The Alexandra House of Joy.

Do come and enjoy an afternoon of wonderful music.
But come in good time. The Chapel gets full quite early.

The choir welcomes everyone.

Kennington Women’s Institute

Kennington Women’s Institute held its 93rd Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 6th March in our
new home.

The first part of the meeting was more formal and was attended by our
WI Adviser, Christine Denton. Christine steered us through the adoption
of the Financial  Statement  and approval  of the Independent  Examiner.
Members also listened to the President’s Report, which offered thanks to
all  those  who  have  helped  to  make  our  WI  meetings  entertaining,
interesting and successful. This included the Committee and all our loyal
members who attend each month. The Annual Report of Committee, compiled by the Secretary,
Jean Holt, was also read to the meeting. This report recounted some of the many and varied tasks
undertaken  in  the  past  year.  As  there  were  no  further  nominations,  it  was  decided  that  the
Committee  would  continue  without  any  changes.  The  President  was  proposed,  seconded,  and
agreed, and will therefore continue in this role for another year.

When the formal part of the meeting was over members were able to relax a little and enjoy the rest
of the meeting. It was very unfortunate that the speaker who was booked to attend, failed to arrive.
However, we had an ad hoc quiz which caused much discussion and laughter. All in all, it was a
very successful and happy meeting.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 3rd April at 2:15 p.m. in the Methodist Church. Our speaker will
be Brian Andrews, and the subject of his talk “Breakfast at Wetherspoons: Bacon and the Secret of
Secrets”.

Why not come along? You will be warmly welcomed.
— Jean Holt
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One year on for table tennis club…
The Kennington Table Tennis Club for “seniors” celebrated its first anniversary in February with a
slice of cake. Founder members Amena and Roy were entrusted to cut the cake, lovingly made by
another  member,  and
enjoyed by all present.

The club, which runs in
the youth club building
on  Tuesday  mornings
from  11:00 a.m.  to
12 noon,  is  open  to
anyone  who  wants  to
play social table tennis.
It began as a Go Active
initiative from the Vale
of the White Horse and
has  been  supported  by
them,  with  regular
visits from one of their sports team, Zach. He has kindly secured the provision of an extra table,
making three in all at the club. Currently there are about fifteen regular players who pay £2 per
week  and  enjoy  the  hour  together.  Do  come  and  join  us  whether  you  are  a  beginner  or  an
experienced player. You will be made to feel very welcome!

Kennington Village Hall Management Committee

Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 3rd April at 7:30 p.m. in the Village Hall

Residents of the village of Kennington who are over 18 years old
are entitled to attend and vote at this meeting

Kennington History Society
I must start by paying tribute to Gerry Bowen-Thomas who passed away recently after a short
illness. Gerry had been active in the life of the village for many years. He was an active supporter
and  one  of  the  co-chairmen  of  the  Kennington  History  Society.  He  was  a  former  University
Economics  Don and an  excellent  companion  who told  many good stories.  He will  be  greatly
missed.

Now to return to more mundane matters. In February we held our AGM and were treated to a talk
by David Holt on “The last Five Cathedrals”. He described how he and Jean, having visited most
English and Welsh cathedrals over the years, then visited the last five in places such as Bangor and
Bolton.

At the time of writing we are looking forward to a talk entitled “An Outstanding Stonemason” by
Alex  Wenham, who is also a stonemason. This month we shall have a talk called “Rogues and
Rakes” and live folk music by Ian Giles. All talks start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off
Upper  Road.  Non-members  are  charged  £2.50  each.  There  is  free  tea,  coffee  and  biscuits
afterwards, but donations are invited.

— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com
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For fun

Y E C M K G G W B U C O N Y Q

H X L C S N Q L O O V E X W T

S R J S I F P S N A W Y P W D

H E N R L I Z Y N B Y A X Z C

T T P N O I T C E R R U S E R

N S I E P S D G T A F S O D L

I A F B S S I O D S K C I H C

C E O O B N S E F W X P A O Z

A D R I N A Z U U F T Q X W K

Y C K I X F R S N L A M B S X

H I N T U L I P S D E D Q Q T

F G U X Y T Z E X U A G M E V

S Q B A M G V E X L B Y G G S

O R C I D O O V H M X Q S S B

X T L Z Z C R P T I S P P L M

Wild Oxfordshire
Free Environmental News and updates for Oxfordshire. To
read  the  latest  news,  events,  training  and  volunteering
opportunities,  sign  up  to  Wild  Oxfordshire's  fortnightly
Environmental Bulletin. It's free of charge and it's easy to sign up on www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk.

Oxfordshire’s Citizen Science WaterBlitz

The 8th Thames  WaterBlitz will take place from 26th to 29th April. This biannual Citizen Science
event, first launched in September 2015, involves hundreds of volunteers carrying out quick and
easy to use tests for phosphates and nitrates in local ponds, lakes, ditches, springs, streams and
rivers. The intensive testing done by volunteers can help identify key pollution sources or clean
water spots that act as refuges for some of our special wildlife that’s more sensitive to water quality,
such as the beautiful but rare fen violet.

Registration is now open for the next Thames WaterBlitz between 26th and 29th April. Please follow
the  steps  on  this  video  to  register  for  the  event  and  request  your  free  Freshwater  Watch  kit:
https://ewgis.org/waterblitz-registration. Don’t forgot to register before 21st April to allow time for
testing kits to be posted.

Email Waterblitz water@earthwatch.org.uk if you have any further questions.

Register for the Waterblitz on https://freshwaterwatch.thewaterhub.org/group/thames-blitz.

Oxfordshire’s Citizen Science  WaterBlitz dates: 26th–29th April 2019, 20th–23rd September 2019,
and 24th–27th April 2020.

This year’s WaterBlitz is funded by Thames Water as part of its ongoing commitment to local water
quality through the Community Investment Fund. You can also share the event on Facebook and
Twitter using the hashtag #waterblitz.

— Clare Mowbray
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Words to do with Easter

How many can you find?

Answers on page 31.
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Annual Parish Meeting 2019

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on
Wednesday 24th April at 7:30 pm

in the Main Hall of the Kennington Village Centre

All electors of Kennington Parish are welcome to attend and participate

Please send any suggestions for item № 8 by Tuesday 23th to

Mrs R Brown
The Clerk to the Council
93 Kennington Road
Kennington
OX1 5PE

or email clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
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AGENDA

1. Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting

2. Report of the Chairman

3. Financial Statement of the Parish Council 2018/2019

4. Matters arising from Reports

5. Reports from the District Councillors

6. Report from the County Councillor

7. Reports from Local Committees and Organisations

8. To consider suggestions from parishioners

9. Presentation from Gary Carey, Emergency Planning Officer

Cllr Colin Charlett
Chairman of Kennington Parish Council
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Annual Report 2017–18

How much did your Parish Council cost you in 2018–19?

The precept, which is Parish Council’s share of the Council Tax for the year, was £92,832. It costs a
band ‘D’ property £54.99.

Additional income of around £8,970 came from the Football and Cricket Clubs hiring the pavilions
and fields; grants; refunds; CIL receipts; other hirers of the pavilions; and bank interest.

Regular Commitments

• Clerk’s and Play Area Warden’s salaries

• Maintenance of the playing areas

• Maintenance of the War Memorial

• Grass cutting of the highway verges

• Grass cutting and maintenance of the cemetery

• Maintenance of the paths and alleyways

• Repair and cleaning of the bus shelters

• Regular litter collecting

• Carols around the Christmas tree

• Maintenance of the pavilions

• Trimming of the hedge at Playfield Road playing field

Additional spending in 2018–19

• Winter flower baskets for year-round colour around the village

• New picnic benches for The Links play area and adult gym at Playfield Road

• Replacement printer for the parish council office

• Replacing expired defibrillator pads and batteries

• Weeding, fertilising and overseeding of Playfield Road and Forest Side playing fields

Grants to Local Community Groups and Charities made 2018–18

• Kennington Code Club £ 50.00

• Clean Slate 25.00

• Kennington Good Neighbours 100.00

• Kennington Rainbow Guides 123.00

• The Abingdon Bridge 200.00

• Be Free Young Carers 100.00

• Royal British Legion: Poppy Appeal 800.00

• Kennington Cricket Club 600.00

• Kennington Youth Club 440.00

• Kennington Whist Club 120.00

• Kennington Strollers 90.00

More details regarding the Parish Council’s activities during 2018–19, with presentations from
both the Council and local organisations, will be given at the Annual Parish meeting on the 24h.
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Kennington Festival Group
The Group, for over 60s, meets every other Monday afternoon from 2 to 4 p.m. in the
Village Centre for a social get-together, somewhere to meet others and enjoy a cup of tea
and cake. We also play a game of Bingo and have a small raffle.

On 4th March, we had our first lunch of the year. We thank Ryan and his staff at the Tandem for the
excellent ‘Take Away’ and for delivering these meals to us at the Village Centre.  Afterwards we
held our AGM and the Committee members were elected en bloc.

Next meetings are on 1st April Usual afternoon

15th April Easter tea

29th April Lunch for members followed by usual afternoon meeting

If you would like to join us please do just come in when passing or maybe if you go to the Library
you could call in then. If you have problems getting about we have volunteer drivers who would be
only too pleased to transport you.

Contact me for more information.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Deadline threatens mixed age couples' benefits

Legislation that  will  come into effect  on 15th May could mean difficult  choices for mixed-age
couples deciding whether to live together or separately.

The law has changed so that,  from that date,  a “mixed age couple” (in which one partner is a
pensioner and the other is under pension age) will be considered to be a “working age couple” for
the purposes of means-tested benefits. This means that if they apply for benefits after that date, they
will need to apply for Universal Credit instead of Pension Credit, leaving them much worse off
financially. (The standard rate of Pension Credit guarantee is paid at a higher level than the standard
rate of Universal Credit.)

From 15th May, both partners in a couple will need to have reached state pension age in order to
claim Pension Credit or pension-age Housing Benefit.

Mixed-age couples  will  face a  stark choice between living separately so that  one of them can
receive Pension Credit or living together and claiming Universal Credit.

However, the new ruling only applies to NEW claims, so those already receiving pensioner benefits
before 15th May will keep those benefits unless their circumstances change.

If you are in a mixed-age relationship and claiming or expecting to claim benefits, Citizens Advice
is encouraging you to examine your financial situation before the crucial date of 15th May.

Please  bear  in  mind that  claims  for  Pension  Credit  can  be  backdated  for  up  to  three  months.
Therefore, on or before 13th August, claimants can start to receive these benefits if they meet the
entitlement conditions on 14th May.

Legislation is changing quickly at time of writing, so those affected are advised to keep up with the
latest information by visiting www.gov.uk.

For help and support on this issue or any other, contact Citizens Advice in person or on Adviceline
(03 444 111 444). For locations of offices and opening hours see

www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

A Comforting Cradle

Since I last wrote, a good close friend of mine committed suicide, and I was asked to give a speech
at his funeral. Even though I’m an experienced public speaker, it was one of the toughest speeches
I’ve ever had to give. On the walk to and from the service, it was unseasonably warm for a late
winter day. The sky was blue, and birds were singing, full bore.

In part, this experience out in Nature, witnessing it carrying on, made me question the point of life
and death. Especially if things just carry on, seemingly unaffected by our presence, or absence.

I also thought that Nature is a comforting cradle, rocking us gently with its rhythm. Its continuation
after we pass on shows we are part of nature: part of the rhythm of life and death.

So next time you are out in your garden, remember you are part of the ecosystem out there, not just
the custodian.

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Membership

By the time this newsletter is published, most members should have received their membership
cards  and  schedules.  If  you  have  not  received  yours,  contact  the  membership  secretary  on
01865 730961 or brianpeedell@gmail.com.

Events coming up

Our speaker in April will be Andrew Mikolaisk speaking on container gardening and topical tips.
Date: Wednesday 10th April at 7:30 p.m.

Admission £2 members; £3 non-members, refreshments are complimentary.

Saturday 4th May. Plant Sale 10 a.m. to 12 noon in St Swithun’s Church grounds

If you would like to buy a good range of plants at competitive prices, come along to our plant sale.
A limited number of tables are available at £9 each. Tables must be booked in advance with Alison
Peedell on 730961 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.

Sunday 12th May. Coach Outing to Malvern Spring Show. This outing is virtually full at the
time of going to press. Do call on 730961 in case there are spare tickets. Members yet to pay are
requested to do so by Sunday 7th April.

Dates for the diary. Here is a snapshot of other events to the end of the year planned for the new
programme. Booking details will follow soon.

Monday 17th–21st June Suffolk Holiday

Wednesday 17th July Evening Visit: Green & Gorgeous Flower Farm, Wallingford

Sunday 11th August West Dean Garden & Chilli Festival, Chichester

Saturday 7th September Annual Show

Wednesday 16th October Chris Ward: Undiscovered Norfolk

Wednesday 20th November AGM & talk by Darren Lerigo on “Water: too little too much”

Saturday 7th December RHS Wisley Christmas visit

If you are not already a member but would like to join, just come to one of the meetings
or contact the membership secretary on 01865 730961 or brianpeedell@gmail.com.
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1st Kennington Guides
We’ve had a busy month with some of our members attending the Oxfordshire
Guide Science Taster Day and others running a stall at the Girlguiding Table
Top Sale in the Village Centre, as well as our unit meetings.

The  Science  Day  was
organised by the Department
of  Computer  Science  and
included  sessions  on  the
material  properties  of
chocolate, programming with
Sphero robots, using density
differences  to  create
rainbows  in  a  test  tube,
looking  at  galaxies  with
Zooniverse,  a  maths  session
on  smoothie  making  and  a
tour of Hertford College. The
Guides  enjoyed  the  coding
with robots session so much
that  Girlguiding  Oxfordshire  have  launched  a  project  to  offer  introductory  coding  sessions  to
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers across the County.

Our pamper tombola at the Table Top Sale was popular. Thank you to those who visited the event
and supported us. We also thank the Islip Lodge for their donation to our Guide unit.

Our  unit  meetings  have  included  pancake
making  on  camping  stoves,  recycling
magazines  by  making  them  into  bowls  and
some  energetic  games,  including  the  animal
HIT workout.  We are  looking forward  to  the
rest of this term with bread making, Zumba, an
art evening and edible Easter craft. We are also
preparing for our summer camp.

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like
to join in the fun, please contact Jo on

07940 537992 or
kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More

information, including opportunities for girls
outside of our age range, can be found on our

website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

For fun answers
Answers to the puzzle on page 18.

spring new beginnings chicks lambs Sunday

parade bonnet cross resurrection chocolate

hyacinths daffodils tulips eggs Easter
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Do You Know Where the Defibrillators Are in Kennington?

There are four defibrillators located in Kennington:

➢ Playfield Road (outside the launderette),

➢ Meadow View Road (off Poplar Grove),

➢ outside the Village Centre

➢ outside Kirlena House (on Kennington Road)

There  is  currently  a  petition  with  government  for
defibrillators to be provided in all public places, called
the Defibrillator (Availability) Bill.

The parish council recently held a defibrillator training
session, which was very useful. To book on the next
workshop, please call or email me.

Parish Councillors Wanted

If you care about where you live and are passionate
about  your  community,  we  need  you.  The  parish
council  is  seeking  councillors  from  a  variety  of
backgrounds.  No  special  skills  are  required  but
enthusiasm  and  commitment  are  essential.  If  you
would like to find out more, visit the Elections page on
the website or contact the clerk (details below).

Purple Crocuses

Thanks  to  the Horticultural  Society for  the  beautiful  purple  crocuses  throughout  the village  in
collaboration with The Rotary Club of Isis, to protect children and rid the world of polio.

Annual Parish Meeting

Finally, the Council hopes to see you at this year’s Annual Parish meeting on Wednesday 24 th April
at  7:30 p.m. We are pleased to welcome an officer from the Emergency Planning Team – more
details can be found on pages 22 and 23.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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Dates of Council Meetings: April

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Parish Council Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.

Annual Parish Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Thursday 11th Tuesday 2nd & 23rd Wednesday 24th

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the  plan  as  it  has  only  21  days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact  the  Clerk
immediately you  receive  notification  to  ensure  the  Parish  Council  members  are  aware  of  any
neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

Dates of Council Meetings: April

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Parish Council Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.

Annual Parish Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Thursday 11th Tuesday 2nd & 23rd Wednesday 24th

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the  plan  as  it  has  only  21  days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact  the  Clerk
immediately you  receive  notification  to  ensure  the  Parish  Council  members  are  aware  of  any
neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Introducing  our  new  logo!  We  hope  you  like  our  logo,  which  was
designed by Claire Whittaker and which won our recent competition. The
judges, Trustees of FOKL and our Life President Korky Paul, particularly
liked the representation of FOKL supporting the library! Congratulations
to Claire who won the £50 prize and thank you to all who entered the
competition, including the runners up who have each been presented with
a signed Korky Paul book.

FREE Events at the library this month
Wednesday 3rd April: Coffee talk with Rebecca Abrams

The Jewish Journey: 4,000 years in 22 objects. Fact (the 22 objects are all
in the Ashmolean Museum) and fiction are combined in ‘a celebration of
Jewish  life  in  all  of  its  worldly  immensity—a tribute  to  ideals  of  Stefan
Zweig’. Coffee served from 10:30 a.m., talk at 11 a.m. We look forward to
seeing you!

Rhyme Time: Monday 8th April 2:30–3 p.m. for all under-school-aged
children and their parents or carers.

Wednesday  17th April:  School  Holiday  Story  and  Craft: 10:30–
11:30 a.m.

Do come and help us to mark the 30th anniversary of We’re Going on a
Bear Hunt!

FREE EVENT: Friday 12th April: For All Adults

A BIGGER, BETTER, LONGER BOARD GAMES CAFÉ from 3:30 to
6:30 p.m. (that’s 3 hours, not 2) in the main hall. DON’T MISS IT!

Students young and old: Would you like to learn how to play GO? It is
one of the oldest board games in the world! This Oriental strategy game
will be introduced by members of the Oxford Go Club.

With many other games available, this is  an opportunity to meet new
people and friends, while playing new and old Games. Soft and hot drinks will be provided by
FOKL. Players are invited to bring snacks on a “bring and share basis”.

Our Digital Helper is available in the library each Wednesday morning. If you have a valid library
card, get help with acquiring and using the Free Library App, which is really helpful for accessing
your account. Find out how to download ebooks and much more!

N.B. Easter Library Closures: Friday 19th April and Monday 22nd April.

01865 730763 News at www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary

Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman Pamela Allen chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary Helen Hurrell secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer Hugh Fleming treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Scouts

Winter Fun and Games for Adventure Cubs

Over the last few months the Cubs have made the most of the Winter. We had an amazing winter
picnic  inside  the  hall  where  everyone
brought food and sat on blankets. We then
played games which ended up with several
of the Cubs being covered in chocolate!

Our  Night  Hike  covered  just  under  four
miles  along  the  river.  Luckily  we  had  a
good clear night and we were able to enjoy
some  brilliant  stars  in  the  night  sky.  The
Cubs  were  very  pleased  that  a  couple  of
swans decided we were good company and
followed us for nearly half a mile down the
river! The Cubs also enjoyed the end of the
hike which went through some very muddy,

squelchy ground—the leaders found that bit not quite so enjoyable! Some of the Cubs had not been
walking at night before but thoroughly enjoyed it.

As part of their Teamwork Challenge activities the Cubs spent time thinking about what makes a
team by looking at the different teams they are a part of. As sixes they took part in the Pack Forum
to look at programme ideas for our Cub meetings over the next few months. Some of the ideas were
great  and  some,  not  surprisingly,  simply  not  doable.  The  Cubs  seemed  surprised  that  visiting
Wembley Stadium was not possible as part of a Cub meeting!

As part of the Challenges, small teams had a great time constructing secure packages for an egg to
be dropped from a height of 3 metres to the floor. Despite some ingenious solutions to the problem,
not all the eggs survived intact, but all the Cubs had great fun dropping them.

Equally challenging was working out how to get your team across the floor using only three paper
plates and not falling into the brown swamp (the carpet). There were some precarious moments
with three Cubs on one plate at times but all the teams made it across safely.

The Cubs had great fun testing a ‘Laser’ security system. They had to work their way around a laser
trail made of string where the slightest movement set off the bells attached to the strings. Just to
make this even more challenging they did it in the semi-dark! From there we went on to look at the
more serious side of safety both in the home and at the Scout Hall. The Cubs designed their own
hazard signs and attached them to the parts of the hall they considered hazardous.

Our final activities this term will cover the Disability Awareness Badge. The County Disability Unit
will be coming to the pack meeting to help the Cubs experience how different disabilities feel and
affect the way you do things.

As the clocks change and we get our lighter evenings back we are looking forward to fun activities
outdoors and our Group Camp in July.

— Krys Daniels, Cub Scout Leader, Adventure Cubs

We now have young people on the waiting list for every section (Beavers, Cubs and Scouts). While
it's lovely to be popular, we'd like everyone to get the chance to challenge themselves and have fun
in the Scouting tradition. Adults—male, female, other, young or ancient, novice or wise, handy or
just willing—please get in touch to offer some time to get to know the kids in our community and
have fun yourself. Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com
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KOA
www.koa.org.uk

2018 was KOA’s  50th and  final  year.  In  the  Village  Centre  on
Saturday 13th April, two founding members, Val and Phil Martin,
will unveil a plaque celebrating our achievement. There will be a
display  of  memorabilia  and  a  revolving  show of  photographs,
coffee, tea and a celebratory cake. All are welcome to drop in between 10:30 a.m. and 12 noon. The
unveiling will take place at 11 a.m. Tools for Self- Reliance has reported about last year’s project in
their Spring newsletter, which you can find at www.tfsr.org/about/publications.

Kennington has much to be proud of! KOA @ 50: What We Have Achieved:

We have supported projects  in  25 countries in 4 continents.  We raised well  over  £500,000 (in
today’s money, almost £1m). This is what how we used it:

1. To fund buildings: a children’s ward in South Sudan, a library in Benin, a preschool in
South Africa, and a Spirulina algae farm in Kenya. They all have Kennington’s name on
them.

2. To help build community infrastructure: water tanks in Uganda, piped water, sanitation
and renewable energy in Peru, irrigation in Ghana, and water pumps in Sudan.

3. To provide medical aid in India, Honduras, Uganda, Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Malawi and
Lesotho. We’ve supported people and communities damaged by war.

4. To help give education to deprived and ostracised people to become leaders of the future
through charities like CRF and Standing Voice.

5. We’ve  empowered people,  particularly  young  people  and  women,  with  knowledge,
skills and tools to learn trades and set up small businesses or learn radio journalism to
give a voice to their communities or educate their peers to prevent AIDS in Zambia or
give young women better life choices in Ghana.

6. We’ve helped to get new ideas adopted, like overcoming problems involved in the use of
Prosopis trees planted to hold back the desert sands. Through HDRA (2005) we showed
that the coppiced trees are penetrable and do not poison goats. Trained teams of village
women demonstrated ways in which its seeds can be used as human and animal food and
be a  source of  income from using this  hard wood.  The project  was copied by some
African governments. The Lunch 4 Learning project helping schools to grow crops to
feed their pupils in Uganda is now self-sufficient and needs no help from the UK.

7. We’ve  kick-started small  projects  that  have  become  self-sustaining  through  peer
learning and apprenticeships, or which themselves will generate income for charity work,
like the Spirulina alga farming in Kenya. The Nasio Trust’s day centres for 440 Aids
orphans  should  become  self-sufficient  by  2020  using  income  from  the  Spirulina
production. It is also used to supplement the children’s diet.

8. Some projects have been so successful that they’ve been adopted by governments—for
example, the Standing Voice (2015) skin care clinics for people with albinism we funded
in Tanzania have been adopted by the Government of Malawi.

Co-chair Sylvia Vetta 07809 054969 sylviavetta@gmail.com
Co-chair Halcyon Leonard 01865 452783 halcyon.leonard@ntlworld.com
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Snow White and the Nine Jockeys
When we heard that we were performing Snow White and the Nine Jockeys we were so shocked…
surely it is supposed be Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs? Nonetheless we were very excited to
get started and we wanted to get going straight away! We began by learning the songs. There were
seven altogether! One of the most popular was a song called ‘Go Mistletoe’.

Practising the performance was quite tricky at times and it seemed like we would never get there.
We thought that we would not be able to do it, but in the end we did it! Most of us were looking
forward to acting in front of an audience, although we were extremely nervous.

In the story there was a king who didn’t have a wife. He searched all over the land to find a queen.
In the end he chose a lady called Miss  Maclahose, who brought a magic mirror. One day, Miss
Maclahose heard  her
mirror  say,  “Snow
White  is  prettier  than
you.”  She  went  wild
and  ordered  the
huntsman to kill Snow
White!

Following his order, he
dragged  poor  Snow
White  into  the  forest,
where he attempted to
kill her. Luckily for her, convincingly, she pleaded for her life. So instead of killing her he actually

visited the butcher and bought an animal’s heart
to  trick  the  queen.  This  worked  and  she  was
convinced that Snow White was dead. The queen
was so thrilled that Snow White was dead.

Meanwhile,  Snow White  got  a  job unpaid  as  a
general  cook  and  parlour  maid  for  nine  funny
little  men—ex-race  jockeys  all  of  them.  They
spent  all  their  money at  the  race  track  backing
horses. If they didn’t back a winner, they didn’t
get  any  dinner!  They  were  fed  up  of  always
losing…

Snow White had an idea. She snuck back to the
palace and grabbed the mirror off the wall.

She took the mirror home and asked the jockeys
what they wished to know. They asked the mirror which horse would win the next race and the
mirror answered and said the horse’s name is Mistletoe.

They went wild and went straight to the race track. They cheered on the winning horse, then, when
Mistletoe crossed the finish line first, they went crazy! Soon after, each jockey got a share and soon
became a billionaires… So there was a happy ending. Phew!

On the night, with all the parents watching us, it was very intense but we all enjoyed it.

At the end of the performance we were relieved that we impressed the adults. We were really happy
and enjoyed the experience so much. Lots of us were very tired though. To top off a wonderful
experience, instead of charging for tickets to see our show we asked for donations towards our
charity, the NSPCC. In total as a school we raised £3,188, with year 4’s donations contributing over
£200! Wow; another reason to be proud!

Thank you for reading our report.
— Annika and Ben from Silver Birch
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.

43

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is  News  not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  name  and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial

CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

mailto:editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.

Regular events
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton Village Centre Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Memory Club Methodist Church Monday and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Table Tennis Youth Club Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public

April
Mon 1 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
Tue 2 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Wed 3
2:15 p.m. Kennington WI Methodist Church
7:30 p.m. Village Hall Management Committee AGM Village Centre

Tue 9 10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
Wed 10 7:30 p.m. Horticultural Society: Container Gardening Village Centre
Thu 11 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting Village Centre
Sun 14 3 p.m. Kennington Choirs: Haydn’s Creation Exeter College Chapel, Oxford

Mon 15
2–4 p.m. Festival Group Easter Tea Village Centre
7:45 p.m. Kennington History Society: Rogues & Rakes Methodist Church

Tue 16 2:30 p.m. Ecumenical Fellowship Group 01865 739774
Wed 17 10:30 a.m. Short Service Edith Court Lounge
Tue 23 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre
Wed 24 7:30 p.m. Annual Parish Meeting Village Centre
Mon 29 1–4 p.m. Festival Group Lunch Village Centre

May

Wed 1
11 a.m. Coffee Morning Library
2:15 p.m. Kennington WI Methodist Church

Thu 2 All day Elections for Parish Council Village Centre
Sat 4 10 a.m.–12 noon Horticultural Society Plant Sale St Swithun’s Church Grounds
Sun 12 All day Horticultural Society: Malvern Spring Show Coach pick-up

Mon 13
2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
2:30–3 p.m. Rhymes Library

Tue 14
10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Wed 15 11–11:30 a.m. Story Time Library
Thu 16 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting Village Centre
Sat 18 10 a.m.–12 noon Kennington Cancer Society: Shoe Sale Village Centre
Tue 21 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre
Mon 27 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
Wed 29 10:30–11:30 p.m. Japanese Story Time Library

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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