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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Services in May
Sun 5th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 12th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m.
Compline
7 p.m.
Refresh: informal service at
Kennington

Sun 19th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in Church Hall
Sun 26th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m.
Compline

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church)
This month, Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on the 19th. The doors open for Messy
Church at 9:30 and it usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have breakfast—
cereals, toast, croissants, pain au chocolat, etc.—and then feel free to wander around and
see the activities or join in a discussion if you want to. This allows us to explore and
learn more about our faith in a very relaxed way. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see
how it works. You would be very welcome.
Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service come and enjoy this service in the Church
Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been happening in Messy
Church.
Little Lambs is a group for preschool children and their parents or carers. Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday in the
month, in term time, in the church from 9:15 a.m. Come and enjoy cake, coffee and play. All very welcome.
Youth Group will be held in the Radley Church Room (7–11 and secondary school) on 5th and 19th May.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are prayer resources in the prayer corner that you are very welcome to use. You are also
very welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
Services in May
5th 10:30 a.m. Easter 3: Morning Worship will be led by our own Minister, the Rev Dr
Stephen Maunder.
12th 10:30 a.m. Easter 4: Our Morning Worship today will be conducted by the Rev John
Rowland, one of our Supernumerary Ministers who lives in Kennington. This
service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
19th 10:30 a.m. Easter 5: Aldersgate Sunday. We welcome Alan Turner-Smith from
Ludgershall to lead our worship today.
26th 10:30 a.m. Easter 6: Paul Spray from Oxford will lead a Service of Alternative Worship
this morning.
Other activities
The Afternoon Fellowship Group will meet on Tuesday 21st at 2:30 p.m. All details from Dilys
Cale on Oxford 739774. There is a real welcome to everyone.
There will be NO mid-week service at Edith Court this month as the Minister is in China.
Coffee Morning. This will be on Tuesday 14th in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m.
onwards. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Why not come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with
old friends and new? You will be most welcome. Our June Coffee Morning will be held on
Tuesday 11th June at 10 a.m. The April Coffee Morning raised £91.66.
Hiring a room at the church
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor
Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on
Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Fauré: Requiem

St James The Great, Radley, Saturday 11th May, 7 p.m.
Directed by Chris Gill
Organist: Andrew Knowles
Come & Sing Chorus from local choirs
Soloists: André Refig & Francesca Hotson
Audience tickets: £10
Come & Sing singers (without copy of OUP score): £7.50
Come & Sing singers (with copy of OUP score): £5
Come & Sing singers need to be available for a rehearsal from 2:30 p.m. on Saturday 11th May
All tickets and for more information available
online at OperaAnywhere.com or telephone 0333 666 33 66
All profits towards costs of running the Parish Churches of Radley, Kennington and Sunningwell

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Embedded Memories
At this time of year with spring well and truly underway, I’m often asked to write and talk about
how to recognize differing bird songs.
There is no beating getting out there and practising bird recognition by connecting the birds seen
with the songs heard. That said, just getting out there and enjoying birdsong, and not worrying
about which species we are watching or listening to is enough in itself. For those who want to know
which birds are singing, a tip for this is to try and align the sounds of the songs to personal
memories. This embeds the sounds better.
Great tit: Sounds like a squeaky wheelbarrow wheel.
Wren: Sounds like tiny machine guns.
Blackcap: Sounds like a set of Newton’s Balls on a coffee table clicking away.
Jay: Reminds me of a rusty nail being dragged over a metal cheese grater.
Song thrush: This sings a selection of notes 3 times, then singing another selection 3 times, and so
on and so on.
Grasshopper warbler: Sounds like a fishing line spinning away.
Chiffchaff: Sounds just like that, often with an extra note dropped in.
Yellowhammer: Often sounds like it is saying, “Little bit of bread and no cheeeese pleaaaase.”
Wood pigeon: Can be heard calling as though it is saying, “Get off my toe, Betty.”
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
Spring is such an exciting time of year and the children are all enjoying being able play
on the school field and we are all generally taking every opportunity to make the most of
the warmer weather, especially when the sun shines. We are also busy working on
improving our outdoor areas. We have enthusiastic teams of gardeners amongst our children, and
we now have a productive allotment area, where our potatoes are starting to come up. We hope to
be able to harvest them before the end of term. The onions and garlic that we planted last autumn
are looking healthy and we are hoping to have a fine crop of strawberries in a few weeks’ time.
We are looking forward to our traditional summer events, such as our sports days. Our Year 4
children are eagerly anticipating their residential visit to Kilvrough Manor Outdoor Education
Centre, on the beautiful Gower peninsula in south Wales. We are very fortunate in Oxfordshire, in
still having three out-of-county outdoor education centres.
Coming up soon will be our May Fair, run by FOSS (the Friends of St Swithun’s School) to raise
money that is so vital, particularly these days, in helping us to maintain and improve the school’s
resources and enhance our buildings and grounds. The Fair will be on Saturday 18 th May, from 12–
3 p.m. on the school field. There will be lots of stalls and activities, with fun for all the family. It is
always lovely to welcome old friends and new, village residents and pupils past and present. If you
are able to join us, we look forward to seeing you there.
Our journalists this month are from Sycamore Class (Year 1, aged 5–6 years), who went on a
brilliant visit to Legoland as part of their ‘Megastructures’ topic last term (article page 27).
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

3rd Kennington Brownies
My apologies for the absence of news in the Chronicle from the Brownies the last couple of months
but family matters in Canada, holidays and illness have taken me away from my favourite Brownie
Pack!
The girls and leaders have soldiered on completing their challenges to earn their next badges. For
the Performers badge, we had an evening of entertainment from the girls, who played their
recorders very well indeed! This is a testament to the hours of practice and dedication that they
have put in. The Communication skills have involved acting out in mime a message that they
wanted to put over. Most interesting, was the mime of the Brownie Promise as their imagination
was put to the test! Communication also involves asking questions of a friend or someone new who
you have met and you are interested in, finding a common ground and feeling good about caring
about that person. Communication means not only talking but also listening to your friend, as
sometimes we all just need someone we trust to listen to us.
Another badge that has proved popular is the Space badge. Some have designed a new space suit,
chosen the type of food they would eat and created their own spaceship out of paper. Another part
of this challenge is to create a spaceship that can fly a short distance without using any paper but
some other material! Not as easy to do as you would think!
Coming up, we have a dance challenge! From the high energy in the Brownie meetings, I can only
imagine what the girls will come up with! We also have some First Aid challenges to complete and
these are important challenges as, potentially, a Brownie could save a life. We also have another
Brownie to enrol!
Until the next issue, be sure to come along for a taster session or join our wonderful group of
Brownies. We’d love to see you!
— Eagle Owl
Brownies is open to all girls aged 7–10 years. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and
they can join at any time of the year. Please contact Brown Owl at angieaxe258@btinternet.com.
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Walk for Parkinson’s—Oxford
Join Parkinson’s UK on Sunday 22nd September for our
ninth sponsored Walk for Parkinson’s—Oxford. We have
three exciting new routes, all giving you the opportunity to
see some of Oxford’s beautiful, historic buildings as well as
its wonderful green spaces. With a walk to suit everyone,
choose from 1½ miles, 4½ miles or 8 miles. Experience the
Radcliffe Camera in its full glory, marvel in the wonderful
architecture of the Bodleian Library and the Sheldonian
Theatre, spot hidden Colleges, walk under the famous Bridge of Sighs and stroll across the Oxford
University Parks.
Entry fee is £12 for adults and £5 for under 16s, and all walkers will receive a Parkinson’s UK
T-shirt, plus a medal on completing the walk.
The sponsorship raised from the Walk for Parkinson’s—Oxford will go towards funding the
research project ‘Investigating the Waste Disposal System in Parkinson’s’, taking place in the
Pharmacology Department at the University of Oxford. This research project will be looking at
fatty molecules called lipids, which play an important role in keeping the brain working properly, to
try to identify what type of lipids are involved in Parkinson’s.
You can find out more and register at www.parkinsons.org.uk/walkoxford or contact the Regional
Fundraising Team on 020 7963 3912 or fundraising@parkinsons.org.uk.

United Church Choirs Sing Haydn’s Creation
I’ve often asked myself how the Kennington and District United Church Choirs manage to achieve
such pleasurable and rich performances over such a wide range of musical offerings, from light
opera and popular musicals to large scale religious works such as masses and the Bach passions. Is
it their natural musicality? Their ability to combine hard work with a great sense of fun and
enjoyment? Their desire to raise amazing sums of money for charities? Just how the Choir’s
conductor, Mr. Trevor Cowlett MBE, is able to coax and cajole all these different abilities and
talents to produce an eminently successful and emotionally satisfying performance is, it seems to
me, a mystery. Perhaps I shouldn’t question these things, and just sit back and enjoy the end results.
The Choir’s latest concert in Exeter College chapel of Haydn’s Creation (1798), was a remarkable
occasion. The work itself offered a musical feast of piano preludes or introductions (really scored
for an orchestra), duets, trios, short recitatives and choruses. It was a nearly two-hour production,
with a large proportion of the work being given to the three soloists (soprano, tenor and baritone)
who were amazing. In fact, the capacity audience clearly thought the same: there was none of the
usual fidgeting from the listeners, hardly any coughing, no shifting around on the hard seats. The
only word I could use, as I looked around the chapel, was “rapt”; everyone was taken up with the
emotions of the soloists and immersed in the performance. It really was a deeply moving
experience for many if not all of the audience.
There were a number of movements that were particularly enjoyable and easy to listen to (as well
as movements that were tempestuous and raging!), but one that really captured my attention was
the beautiful and quite long duet for soprano and baritone entitled By Thee with Bliss. This was a
quiet melodic prayer of thanksgiving by Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden (before the Fall) and
was accompanied underneath by gentle low harmony from the choir who remained, unusually,
seated as they sang.
It was a wonderful afternoon for everyone in the chapel and a very generous sum of money was
raised for Alexandra House of Joy. Thank you, Kennington and District United Church Choirs,
superbly accompanied by John Oxlade, and conducted by Trevor Cowlett MBE.
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Kennington Women’s Institute
Our April meeting was very well attended, and we welcomed a new member—a
really positive sign of the way forward. The President talked about our June
Founder’s Day party, our August Afternoon Tea and our Christmas meal at a local
hostelry. Our attention was drawn to the write-up in our local WI magazine, “News
and Views”. We had a half page spread telling everyone in the Oxfordshire Federation about the
‘enlargement’ of our WI. The members were very impressed by the article and we thanked our
Secretary, Jean Holt, for her write-up and the pictures of both our banners.
Our speaker was Professor Brian Andrews and the talk was entitled “Breakfast at Wetherspoons,
Bacon and the Secret of Secrets”. We were slightly mystified by the title but then the Professor
explained that he had gone into Wetherspoons in Castle Street for a bacon buttie and discovered
Roger Bacon the medieval friar scientist. Apparently, there is a plaque to Roger Bacon in the
restaurant and if you look carefully you will find other mentions of him in the city. There is a Roger
Bacon Lane, a statue on the Pitt Rivers Museum and a stone tablet dedicated to him. Best of all was
the revelation that the ‘Folly’ on Folly Bridge—the building with the statues on the front—was
Roger Bacon’s laboratory. Roger Bacon was an amazing man. He understood mathematically how
spectacles and telescopes would work and he envisioned aircraft, all back in the 1200s. Next time
you ride on the number 35 bus look out of the window and you too can discover Roger Bacon.
The speaker at our next meeting on Wednesday 1 st May will be David Holt. David ‘s talk is entitled
“Thomas Barnardo, the Doctor”. Why not join us at 2:15 p.m. in the Methodist Church Hall? All
are welcome.
— Jean Holt

1st Kennington Guides
It has been another busy
month. We enjoyed two evenings of
cookery activities, making bread rolls
and decorating crème eggs for Easter.
We ‘got active’ with a Zumba session
—thank you to Maz!
We also had a relaxing evening with a
drawing session. We are looking
forward to next term with junk
modelling, coding with robots, first
aid, a bivvy night and making
preparations for our summer camp.
— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader
Guides is for all girls
aged 10–14. If you’d
like to join in the fun,
please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or
kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More
information, including opportunities for girls
outside of our age range, can be found on our
website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: khcppg@gmail.com. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com
Report of the Botley and Kennington PPG AGM 19th March, Chair’s Report
Prior to the start of the meeting, a minute’s silence was held for one of the PPG
members from Kennington, Gerry Bowen Thomas, who sadly passed away earlier
in the month. He was a well-respected member of the group who always offered words of advice or
a different perspective on an issue. He died just before the Six Nations final but as a Welshman and
rugby supporter he would have been proud.
The PPG meetings have run bimonthly, alternating between Botley and Kennington. Meetings are
held in the reception at both practices and are open to all patients who want to attend. The PPG
committee, Practice Manager and at least one GP usually attend the meeting and are extremely
informative.
Health talks have been well attended. A talk in February by Dr McEwen on reducing the risks of
cancer was appreciated by twenty Kennington and Botley residents.
It has been quite a frustrating year in terms of getting the Action Plan off the ground although one
of the items on the plan was purchased by the practice: the information screen for Kennington. This
has not been universally welcomed as some patients dislike their names being publicised on the
screen in the waiting room.
We want to do more with the reception area in Kennington. It is hoped that the reception area will
eventually be enlarged to enable greater confidentiality for patients. We plan to extend it out into
the covered area and make it more aesthetically pleasing, and user-friendly for wheelchair users and
carers with buggies and so on. However, we have to wait for NHS Properties to undertake the
development.
In the summer of 2018, we posed a variety of questions to the Practice Manager and the Q/A s were
published in the Chronicle and Sprout in December. The majority of questions were related to
Kennington but I have had positive feedback from many residents and so plan to have a future
session. If you have a question, come along to a meeting or email me sybuck@hotmail.co.uk and I
can ask on your behalf.
We also hope to have a talk by Age Concern in relation to easing winter pressures on acute services.
This is planned for next Autumn and a date will be publicised.
As Chair I have attended meetings for all the PPG Chairs of Oxford City. This Forum is supported
by Healthwatch and keeps us up to date with developments. The NHS is under great pressure and
these meetings are useful in helping us understand and disseminate information to other patients.
There has been a move by the NHS to look at recruiting volunteers to help support Practices. This
has been championed by Dr Akinola and the PPG secretary Canon Dr Chris Sugden. It is in its early
stages but over the next year we should see some developments. To date we have recruited four
people. Margaret Biggs kindly came and discussed how the Kennington Good Neighbours Scheme
worked, and Chris Sugden explained the differences that it is hoped volunteers may make in the
future.
Plans are afoot to make further changes to the structure of PPGs, which we are assured will have no
negative impact on patients’ experience. We await clarification from the Clinical Commissioning
Group.
Continued overleaf/…
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…/Continued
I am delighted to report that at the AGM we recruited four new PPG members who have agreed to
undertake an area of responsibility. The future of our PPG looks positive.
I can also report that I was re-elected as Chair and Chris Sugden as Secretary. John Ashton will take
on Deputy Chair. All existing members have roles within the group and will continue with this in
the coming year.
Many thanks to everyone who attended and for becoming part of the PPG. The future holds more
changes but I feel with this group we can move forward positively.
— Sylvia Buckingham, Chair of Botley and Kennington PPG. sybuck@hotmail.co.uk
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Kennington Best Kept Garden Competition 2019
Congratulations to all those who got their gardens ready for the Best Kept
Garden Competition last year—we enjoyed looking at them all!
Well… it’s back! So get your trowels and hosepipes out as the Garden Competition will take place
on Saturday 22nd June.
This year we will again go around the village both with preliminary judging during the preceding
week and with external judges on the day. So, if you see folk staring at your drive, garden or flower
tubs and boxes, don’t worry.
The categories are:
➢

Best kept garden

➢

Best business

➢

Best flower boxes and/or tubs.

N.B. If your garden was lucky enough to win an award last year it will not be eligible for that
category this year, but it will be eligible for the others.
So, get your gardening gloves on and make us proud to live in our lovely village!

The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk—Kennington’s very own community café
CLOSING? Hopefully not…
This non-profit community café started in 2011, providing a central place for people to meet and
chat in a relaxed atmosphere, while enjoying a cuppa and perhaps a slice of delicious homemade
cake.
Did you know that the café also provides hot food, such as
cheese toasties, soups, bacon rolls and beans on toast—and we
are pleased to cater for children, with a dedicated play area?
Although run entirely by volunteers, the Apple Café needs to
meet on-going costs of rent, insurance and cost of sales. We have
our (very) regular customers and our (very) regular volunteers—
BUT we need…
MORE volunteers, particularly on Saturday morning.
You could make new friends whilst helping at a café session.
MORE customers would also be lovely so look out for our Facebook page, notices on
Kennington Connected and posters around the village.
We are open in the St Swithun’s Church Hall on Thursdays and
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.. If you haven't visited us
before, please do pop in. You will be made very welcome.
If you would like to volunteer some time to help (regularly or
occasionally) please do call in, telephone Jill on 07985 501920 or
email jillkb71@gmail.com.
Apple Café, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk
St Swithun’s Church Hall, Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
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Kennington 5K Fun Run
On your marks for the 2019 Kennington 5k Fun Run! This year, the annual Kennington Fun
Run will take place on Sunday 21st July and, for the first time, it is being organised by the Friends
of St Swithun’s School (FOSS). All of the profits from the event will go towards funding valuable
resources and experiences at St Swithun’s Primary School in Kennington.
The Fun Run will start at 10:30 a.m. from Forest Side park in Kennington, before entering the
ancient woodland of Bagley Wood for an undulating 5k. The fun run is open to adults and children.
Please note that all children under 15 years must run with a registered adult to take part. There will
be event medals for all the children, as well as awards for the winners in each category.
This will be a fun, family event whether you’re running or not! Put the date in your diary. More
details on how to register will be available soon. If you have any questions, would like to volunteer
your help, or sponsor part of the event, please contact stswithuns5k@gmail.com and follow the
event on Facebook @St Swithun's 5k Fun Run.
— Claire Blacker, stswithuns5k@gmail.com

Friends of St Swithun’s School
The Friends of St Swithun’s School are delighted to invite you to their annual
May Fair, on Saturday 18th May.
The event will be held on the school field and all are very welcome to attend. The
main May Fair will run from 12 noon–3 p.m., and entrance is free. There will be
a huge range of stalls and amusements, including bouncy castles, our everpopular Test Your Strength machine, Whack a Rat, Beat the Goalie, Coconut Shy, and the Scouts’
climbing wall. You can also try your luck on our three tombolas—one for adults, one for children,
and our amazing Royal Tombola, where you can win fantastic prizes such as days out, restaurant
vouchers, and summer camp places! If you feel peckish, make sure to visit our BBQ for delicious
hot food, as well as our stalls serving cakes, ice cream, candy floss, and sweets, or quench your
thirst at our bar with an ice-cold Cotswold lager, glass of Prosecco, Pimm’s, or a real ale. Plus you
can pick up a bargain from our White Elephant, Book, and Plant stalls. And don’t forget to buy a
ticket for our grand raffle, where you could win fantastic prizes, including a Miele vacuum cleaner
and a £100 voucher for the Porterhouse Grill!
This year, we really don’t want the fun to end, so we’re following the May Fair with a Mini Music
Festival. We have a fantastic line up, including rock and pop/punk band Centre Line,
folksy/bluesy/reggae from Connemara, and singer-songwriters Annabelle Lilly, Taya Minchington,
and Heidi Preghenella. The music will start straight after the main May Fair at 3 p.m., and entrance
is by wrist band, which will be available to purchase at the Fair itself, or can be reserved by
emailing friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com. The price for adults is £4 and for children £2, or a
family ticket (2 adults + their children) is just £10. The event will run until 7 p.m. and the bar will
be open for the duration. Delicious food will also be available, including curry from Kennington’s
Al-Taif.
All profits from the May Fair and Music Festival go straight towards funding school projects, with
last year’s event making a record-breaking £8,300. We are hugely grateful for the wonderful
support the event always gets from the Kennington community, so thank you to everyone who buys
raffle tickets, donates prizes for the raffle and tombolas, volunteers running a stall, and of course
everyone who comes along on the day and spends their hard-earned cash! We always need more
volunteers, so if you can spare an hour or two on the day helping at a stall, we would love to hear
from you. We will also be collecting donations for our White Elephant and Plant stalls in the run-up
to the fair—if you have anything to donate that you would like collected, please email us at
friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com.
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Citizens Advice Bureau: Universal Credit
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)
Citizens Advice has designed a new service to help you and speed things
up if you are claiming Universal Credit for the first time but having problems with the application.
The “Help to Claim” service has been available in England since 1 st April over the telephone, face
to face, and online through web chat and Internet content.
We can advise on your eligibility, set up an email address or Universal Credit account, fill in the
initial application form, get access to a computer, or arrange advance payments. We can also help
you by ensuring that the right evidence is submitted with your form. And if you only need minimal
help with your application, Citizens Advice can provide tips if you get stuck.
As part of its normal service, Citizens Advice also supports people who are already receiving
Universal Credit.
The national Freephone number for Help to Claim is 0800 144 8444.

To cut a long story…
To cut a long story short, I’d missed lots of sessions of the Table Tennis Club that meets every
Tuesday in the Kennington Youth Club premises because of an annoying running injury (selfinflicted, would you believe?). I’d not been able to play since the beginning of last December and I
was getting quite excited at the thought of possibly being fit enough to start joining in again. I’d
noticed the photograph in a recent edition of the Kennington Chronicle which showed the cutting of
a celebration cake marking a whole year of the club’s sessions; it was good to see the faces of
members I’d got to know before my running injury and who’d always made me—and all new
members—feel so welcome. I was really pleased to see the Club was still thriving and doing well.
So… come last Tuesday morning and there I was, putting my head rather shyly round the corner of
the door and wondering if anyone would remember me. Silly me! I was immediately welcomed
back in and made to feel at home, with a bat being pushed into my hand and a friendly greeting of,
“Join in with that table over there.” Yes, sir!
Yet, not many minutes into the session, I looked round in surprise… There were raised voices,
frustrated glances between the group of players on the neighbouring table, frowns, mutterings,
hands waving around in the air, even fingers pointing in… could it be temper? I couldn’t believe
my ears. These lovely people that I’d known before my injury had become excitable, competitive,
passionate players of the game! What (obscure?) rule been infringed? Had the serve landed on the
wrong side of the table? Perhaps the ball had been returned but just missed the edge of the table?
Oh heavens, had someone fluffed a clever winning shot? I continued to stare, amazed, my eyes as
round as a veritable table tennis ball.
But worry not, dear Reader. Appearances are deceptive! It was all in good fun and sure enough, was
swiftly followed by gusts of laughter, amused looks and wry smiles. These occasional moments of
gentle frustration only serve to increase the enjoyment of the game and add a little extra spice and
humour. Everyone remains the best of friends—how could it be otherwise in such a welcoming
Club, who just look forward to that next game and the amusing challenges it might bring.
It’s great for me to be back on the scene and part of the action again at last. I’ve missed the fun, the
social chatter, the friendliness and, yes, I’ve even missed the physical exercise. But for now, well,
I’ve really got to work on my forehand drive; I’ve got to keep that small dratted ball on the table
not on the floor; I’ve got to get a bit more spin on my… Oh gee, come on, come on, it is only a
game after all…
— A keen member of the Club
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Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
Registered Charity no. 1179830
The club continues to grow and develop. We are about running to capacity now but vacancies do
occur, so please do not hesitate to contact our organiser, Helen, on 0785 883496 if you, or someone
you care for, has been diagnosed with dementia and might be interested in joining. We have a
brilliant team of volunteers, but would still like more, so again, please contact Helen if you might
be interested in helping at the club.
In May we will hold the first meeting of our Carers’ Group, which is an informal group for the
carers of our members. Carers will meet over a cup of tea to socialise with other carers, make
friends, and to obtain the mutual support which comes from talking with people in a similar
situation. They will be able to invite someone from outside the group to visit, if they think his or
her knowledge or expertise might be useful.
We have just produced our first KMC newsletter (complete with coloured pictures!) for members
and anyone connected with or interested in the club. If you would like a copy, or want to be on our
email circulation list, please contact me.
— Margaret Newton, 01865 739539, drdmargaret.newton@virgin.net

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Saturday 4th May: Plant Sale 10 a.m. to 12 noon, St Swithun’s Church grounds
If you would like to buy a good range of plants at competitive prices, come along to our plant sale.
A few tables are available at £9 each. Tables must be booked in advance with Alison Peedell on
730961 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.
Sunday 12th May: Coach Outing to Malvern Show. Do register for any last minute cancellations.
Call 730961.
Wednesday 17th July: Evening garden visit to Green & Gorgeous Flower Farm, Little Stoke,
Wallingford OX10 6XA
Transport will be by private transport departing from the Village Centre car park (or by other
pickup arrangements) at 6:15 p.m. This is a six-acre working flower farm, next to the River
Thames. Lots of flowers, shrubs and vegetables. Bookings can be made with the Treasurer on
730961. The cost is £10 per person. When booking, members are asked to confirm whether they
can provide transport or will require a lift. Places are limited to 40.
Saturday 10th August: Coach Outing to West Dean Garden & Chilli Festival, Chichester
Nestled at the foot of the South Downs, West Dean Gardens in West Sussex is one of the greatest
restored gardens open to the public today. Visitors can explore a wide range of historic features on a
gentle walk around the grounds. From surreal trees to the restored walled garden, West Dean
Gardens proudly presents its rich creative and social heritage.
Our visit coincides with the Chilli Fiesta, UK’s biggest chilli festival, including Latin music,
cookery and gardening demonstrations, and taste delicious chilli foods. Various stalls as well.
Included in The Telegraph’s top 20 UK food festivals for 2018. The all-inclusive cost is
estimated at £25. Places can be booked with the Treasurer on 730961. The coach will depart from
Manor Grove at 7:45 a.m., calling at bus stops through the village.
If you are not already a member but would like to join, just come to one of the meetings
or contact the membership secretary on 01865 730961 or brianpeedell@gmail.com.
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Kennington Festival Group
The Group, for over 60s, meets every other Monday afternoon from 2 to 4 p.m. in the
Village Centre for a social get-together, somewhere to meet others and enjoy a cup of tea
and cake. We also play a game of Bingo and have a small raffle.
Our next meetings are on Mondays:
13th May
Lunch for members at 1 p.m. followed by the usual afternoon meeting
th
27 May
Bank Holiday afternoon meeting
If you would like to join us please do just come in when passing or maybe if you go to the Library
you could call in then. If you have problems getting about we have volunteer drivers who would be
only too pleased to transport you.
Contact me for more information.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

The Sycamore Class Trip to Legoland
On Friday 22nd March, Sycamore class got on
a coach and made the long journey to
Legoland, Windsor. We were all very excited,
especially as we got closer to the park and
began to see signs for Legoland. We could see
Lego models as we drove into the main car
park and we realised we were there!
We had such a busy day. First, we went to a
workshop all about building a castle for Ollie
the Dragon. We learnt all about how to make
our walls stronger by overlapping the bricks
rather than stacking them on top each other.
We added flags and then some giant dragons
tested our castles to make sure they didn’t fall down.
Then we had a truly scrumptious picnic lunch sitting on
the balcony overlooking Miniland. From here we could
see some of the London buildings we have been learning
about. As soon as we finished lunch, we went down to
Miniland to take a closer look. We were amazed at the
beautiful Lego models of Big Ben and the Houses of
Parliament, The Gherkin (which was Mrs Bloice-Smith’s
favourite), The London Eye, Tower Bridge, St. Paul’s
Cathedral and the Tower of London. We really admired
them.
Finally we got very competitive when we tried to put out
a fire at the Fire Academy station. Mrs Spratt’s team got
a bit carried away with squirting water at the burning
building!
We had a fabulous trip and made it back to school safe
and sound though some of us fell asleep on the coach
home.
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Oxford Preservation Trust
The spring sunshine brought violets and cowslips to the bank in the
Kennington Memorial Field, and the cattle will be back there on 1 st May
for the summer. With the lengthening days come more opportunities to
walk through our fields by the river too where you will see new gates to
make circular walks easier, and we’re working with Sustrans to improve the cycle track. It is a
privilege to own and look after these lovely places for everyone to enjoy and we are grateful to our
members and volunteers who help us to do this.
As Oxford comes under increasing pressure to expand, OPT’s work has never been more relevant.
Many proposals are coming forward, which will allow building around the edges of Oxford to
provide much-needed housing. We are keen that if development is to happen that we all work to
design good new places where people will want to live, and which protect the setting and views of
Oxford for future generations. Follow Debbie’s monthly blog on the OPT website
www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk to find out more about all our work across Oxford. Please become
a member http://bit.ly/2joinopt.
— Rachel Sanderson, OPT Land Officer, r.sanderson@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

Kennington Youth Club
Youth Club Café, Years 8–10: Wednesday 1st May, 3:30–5 p.m. We were
delighted to welcome twelve young people to our second youth club café session
at the start of April. We are next open on 1st May, 3:30–5 p.m. Anyone in school
years 8–10 is welcome. You don’t need to book in advance; just turn up. The
session costs £2.50 and includes a hot drink or squash, toast and a cake or biscuit.
It is an opportunity to have fun with friends and play table tennis, darts, air
hockey, badminton, pool, computer games or on any of the other equipment we have available.
Youth Club, Years 5–8: Wednesdays 7–8:30 p.m. Thank you to local resident Mrs Mabbutt who
came along and ran a handbell ringing session with our members, starting with the right
terminology and how to hold them and going through to a group rendition of Frère Jacques.
At the beginning of April we had our termly competitions evening. Well done to everyone who took
part and in particular to our winners, Tamara (Table Tennis), Leon (Table Football), Cameron
(Pool) and Sam (Darts & Air Hockey).
Just before breaking up for Easter we had an outing to Oxford Race Hut with computing racing
simulators around the Brands Hatch circuit. There was some skilful driving by everyone involved
and particular congratulations to our podium finishers, Will, Cameron, Leon, Charlie, Bella and
Ollie.
Forthcoming Dates
1st May, 3:30–5 p.m.: Café Session for School Years 8–10
1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd May, 7–8:30 p.m.: Youth Club for School Years 5–8
Please note there will not be a youth club meeting on Wednesday 29th May, but the youth café and
youth club will run on Wednesday 5th June.
50:50 Draw Winners. Congratulations to our April winners. The winning balls
were 1st Prize #9 (£35), 2nd Prize #5 (£10), and 3rd Prize #38 (£5). If you’d like to
find out more about buying a ticket for our draw please email
kycdraw@gmail.com.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The United Church Choirs performance of Haydn’s Creation just before Easter filled every seat in
Exeter College Chapel plus extra seating in the antechapel. It was a glorious afternoon of music,
and the collection for the Alexandra House of Joy amounted to £1,133.00. A splendid way to
spend a Sunday afternoon in beautiful surroundings.
The Choirs are now rehearsing for four performances of Songs from the Shows to be given at the
end of June and the beginning of July in Witney, Abingdon and Kennington. This is something
quite new and exciting for the Choirs and if you would like to come and take part, rehearsals are
held every Friday evening in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road at 7:45 p.m. The music will
be available and there are no subs or auditions. If you enjoy singing, we shall be glad to welcome
you. Information about the concerts will appear next month.

On a lighter note
Some thoughts for the month of May
➢

Never trust anyone with graph paper in their hands. They’re plotting something.

➢

Why is Ireland’s capital the fastest growing? It’s always Dublin.

➢

One hundred years ago, only the rich had cars and everyone owned a horse. Today it’s just
the opposite; how the stables have turned!

London Landmarks: How many can you find? Answers on page 39.
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Kennington Good Neighbours
We have a small group of volunteer drivers who use their own cars to
take those residents without cars to local hospitals, health centres , hair
dressers, and local amenities.
We have 5 volunteers who are willing to visit those who are lonely or would like a bit of social
company now and again. So if you, or anyone you know who would be interested, please let me
know.
If you need transport please ring Dilys Cale 01865 739774
Please contact me for more information or help.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Preparing for the new season at Kennington Allotments
Gardeners at Kennington
Allotments
have
been
preparing for the new
season, planting potatoes,
peas, beans and onions as
well
as
other
fruit,
vegetables, flowers and
herbs.
Kennington resident Diana
Cox, who grows nearly all
her own vegetables, said,
“All the ten years that I’ve
had a plot here have been
enjoyable,
and
always
productive because the soil
is good, and water freely
available. The sprouting
broccoli is nearly ready, but the asparagus is just appearing and the broad beans are in flower. It’s
going to be a wonderful year!”
Kennington Allotments are situated at Redbridge Hollow, and are not easily visible from the road,
with the result that many people do not even know the site is there. “That’s one of the things I love
about the place”, said plot-holder Tony Hicks. “Although it’s right by the main road, it’s very
peaceful. You don’t notice the noise of cars. I just listen to the birdsong.”
Unlike many sites in Oxford City, Kennington Allotments Association has a lot of open space
including a communal orchard and areas left for wildlife. Mr Hicks said, “I’ve seen slow-worms,
toads, a grass snake, and lots of birds of course.” Fencing keeps rabbits off the plots, but they are
often seen in the orchard area, and there are deer in the neighbouring fields.
“We would like some more members though,” said chairman David Allen. “A few years ago people
were put off by the problems with fly-tipping in the area, but recent council investment seems to
have improved the situation.”
Allotments are available from £10 a year for a 5-pole plot. For more information contact Pete
Mulvany on 01865 735402 or p.mulvany776@btinternet.com. You can view the website
www.southwardkenningtonallotments.co.uk.
— Emma Tinker
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Kennington History Society
In March we had a talk by our local stonemason Alex Wenham entitled “An Outstanding
Stonemason”. By all accounts, the talk was well-prepared and well-received.
In April the talk was entitled “Rogues and Rakes and live folk music” by Ian Giles.
In May we expect a talk entitled “Pagans and Puritans—the story of May morning in Oxford” by
Tim Healey.
All talks start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road. All are welcome with nonmembers are charged £2.50 each. There is free tea and coffee available afterwards but donations are
welcome.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Vacancies on the Parish Council: Due to the uncontested Parish Council election, there will be
three vacancies on the council from 7th May 2019. We hope that these vacancies will be filled by
co-option at the Parish Council meeting on 13th June. If you care about where you live and are
passionate about your community, we need you. If you are interested in standing, please send an
expression of interest by Monday 10th June to clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk or in writing to 93
Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PE.
Best Kept Garden Competition: The Best Kept Garden Competition will be held on Saturday
22nd June, with preliminary judging taking place a few days earlier. More on page 19.
Community Litter Pick: Thank you to everyone who came out to support the litter pick on 27 th
April, and to the Apple Café for keeping everyone refreshed afterwards!
Grants: At the April meeting, Kennington Parish Council awarded Friends of St Swithun’s School
(FOSS) a grant of £48 towards the cost of running the Annual Fun Run, which they have taken over
this year.
Defibrillators: If you are interested in attending a workshop on learning how to use the
defibrillators in the village, please contact me. I hope to organise another date soon.
Dates of Council Meetings: May
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Annual & normal
Planning Committee
Playing Fields Committee
Parish Council Meeting
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Thursday 9th
Tuesday 14th
Wednesday 22nd
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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KOA
www.koa.org.uk

On Saturday 13th April, close
to 50 friends of KOA gathered
at the Village Centre to
celebrate the work of this
organisation over the past 50
years. Philip and Val Martin,
founding members, unveiled a
plaque, which will now
provide a permanent tribute to
KOA. The event provided an
opportunity for villagers who
were directly or indirectly involved in KOA over the years, to meet and reminisce while enjoying
the refreshments so kindly provided.
There was a marvellous display of memorabilia including scrapbooks, posters, photographs, letters
and gifts from 1968 to 2018. It was fascinating to see the changes over the past 50 years, for
example in the range of projects supported as well as the increasing sums of money raised, not to
mention the type of communication between groups beginning with hand-written letters!

So many people and organisations have benefitted from the £1,000,000 raised by KOA. The types
of projects supported were reported in the April Chronicle and it is indeed fitting that there should
be a lasting tribute to commemorate the achievements of this unique village organisation.
— Amena Sutton
Co-chair
Co-chair
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Sylvia Vetta
Halcyon Leonard

07809 054969
01865 452783
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Kennington Scouts
40th Oxford Scouts: Scouts Win Cookery Competition & Gain Gold Awards!
Since January, the scouts have been enjoying a wide range of activities. At the
beginning of February, you may have spotted the scouts running around Kennington taking part in a
treasure hunt set by the leaders. The scouts had to solve clues and riddles, while using their
navigation skills to answer questions and use six-figure grid references.
Over two evenings, we decided to teach the scouts practical skills for life. The leaders (bravely) got
out the paint brushes and rollers, and multiple tins of paint, and set the scouts the task of painting
the side rooms of the scout hut. Previously, these rooms had been painted some very ‘bold’ colours,
so the scouts had a pretty hard task making sure everything was covered. The scouts really enjoyed
the experience and learnt valuable skills for later in life; however, we don’t think the parents were
best pleased when they came home covered in white paint!
Recently, we were very pleased to have nine scouts take part in the District cooking competition. In
groups, the scouts are given unknown ingredients and two hours to produce a three-course meal.
Having no idea what they’d have before hand and with some particularly difficult ingredients, it
was a tough competition. However, we are pleased to announce that one of our teams won 1 st place!
The judges were very impressed with their onion bhajis, salmon with vegetables and blueberry
pancakes, only being marked down for sticking their fingers in the sugar bowl! Overall, we were
very pleased with how our scouts took on the challenge and we are proud of them all.
Sadly, our last evening before Easter was
bittersweet. Five scouts, having reached
the age of 14, had their last night as
scouts at the 40th. However, along with
two other scouts due to their hard work
we were extremely proud to invite our
District Commissioner, Anthony Morris,
to come down and present all seven with
their Chief Scout Gold award! Though we
are sad to see them go, we couldn’t be
happier with the progress these scouts
have made over the years and we are
pleased to say that all are continuing with scouting through to Explorers.
Our numbers are set to continue growing throughout the year and we look forward to working with
our new and current scouts in the coming weeks and months.
— Andrew Lee, Scout Leader
We now have young people on the waiting list for every section (Beavers, Cubs and Scouts). While
it's lovely to be popular, we'd like everyone to get the chance to challenge themselves and have fun
in the Scouting tradition. Adults—male, female, other, young or ancient, novice or wise, handy or
just willing—please get in touch to offer some time to get to know the kids in our community and
have fun yourself. Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com

Answers to word search page 31
Big Ben
Leicester Square
River Thames
Tower of London

Buckingham Palace
Nelson’s Column
Shard
Westminster Abbey

Downing Street
Gherkin
Oxford Street
Piccadilly Circus
Speakers’ Corner St Paul’s
Whitehall

Hyde Park
Planetarium
The Eye
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£12
£70
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
£200
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group
Village Centre
Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Memory Club
Methodist Church
Monday and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Table Tennis
Youth Club
Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
May
Wed

1

Thu
Sat
Sun

2
4
12

10:30a.m.–12noon
2:15 p.m.
All day
10 a.m.–12 noon
All day
2–4 p.m.
2:30–3 p.m.
10 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
11–11:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
10 a.m.–12 noon
7:45 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
2–4 p.m.
10:30–11:30 p.m.

Mon 13
Tue

14

Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon
Tue
Mon
Wed

15
16
18
20
21
27
29

Tue

4 7:30 p.m.
10:30a.m.–12noon
5
2:15 p.m.
11 a.m.
10 11–11:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
11 10 a.m.
13 7:30 p.m.
17 7:45 p.m.
24 1:30–4 p.m.
25 7:30 p.m.

Wed
Mon
Tue
Thu
Wed
Mon
Tue

Coffee Talk
Kennington WI
Elections for Parish Council
Horticultural Society Plant Sale
Horticultural Society: Malvern Spring Show
Festival Group
Rhymes
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Story Time
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Cancer Society: Shoe Sale
History Society: Pagans & Puritans
Ecumenical Fellowship Group
Festival Group
Japanese Story Time & Craft

Library
Methodist Church
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church Grounds
Coach pick-up
Village Centre
Library
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Library
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
01865 739774
Village Centre
Library

June
Parish Council Planning
Coffee Talk
Kennington WI
Rhyme Time
Story Time
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council meeting
History Society: Wireless War Secrets
Festival Group: Strawberry tea
Parish Council Planning

Village Centre
Library
Methodist Church
Library
Library
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
Please remember to fill in the Kennington Diary (in the Post Office)
and send us your entries for both July and August in time for the July edition.
Deadlines: Monday 10th June at 4:00 p.m. for adverts and diary entries,
and Saturday 15th June at 4:00 p.m. for articles (see page 43).
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