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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

As summer begins to come over the horizon it is amazing to see once again, the beauty of creation
for Christians, a reminder of God’s generosity and abundant life: plants, animals, birds, the life in
our oceans. But with this, I am reminded, too, of the many ways we have taken and continue to take
this amazing world for granted and the impact this has on the planet, on creation and on all of us.
There has of course, been much in our news about this of late. At St Swithun’s we are responding
by thinking about new ways to build on making our church life as ‘environmentally friendly’ as we
can—swapping ideas, learning new things—for our lives in church and at home.

On Saturday 15th June it is our Church Fête, 12 noon–4 p.m. at St Swithun’s Church. We are really
looking forward to this and do hope you can join us! We will be raising money to put a small
kitchen area in the church and to upgrade our toilet facilities (to make them accessible to all and to
add baby changing facilities). The hope is that this will enable us to make more use of the building
in all sorts of ways, including, importantly, serving the Kennington community. We will also be
donating part of the proceeds from the fête to two charities: Viva, which works with disadvantaged
children all over the world, and Oxford Homeless Pathways, which provides amazing support for
those struggling with homelessness in the Oxford area. Come along and join us! See page 12.

As Christians,  we also  celebrate  God’s  generosity  to  us  at  the  Festival  of  Pentecost  when we
remember the birth of the early church and the outpouring of God’s Spirit. On Sunday 9 th June we
will be holding an ecumenical Pentecost celebration at St Swithun’s Church at 7 p.m. in the church.
All are welcome.

Hope you are having a good start to the summer!

— Rev Alison Mathew

Services in June

Sun 2nd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 9th Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
7 p.m. Ecumenical Pentecost 

Celebration: Thy Kingdom 
Come in St Swithun’s Church

Sun 16th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in Church Hall

Sun 23rd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m. Compline

Sun 30th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m. Songs of Praise (location tba)

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m
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Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church)

This month,  Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on the 16th. The doors open for
Messy Church at  9:30  and it  usually  finishes  by  about  11.  You can  come and have
breakfast—cereals, toast, croissants, pain au chocolat, etc.—and then feel free to wander

around and see the activities or join in a discussion if you want to. This allows us to explore and
learn more about our faith in a very relaxed way. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see
how it works. You would be very welcome.

Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service come and enjoy this service in the Church
Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been happening in Messy
Church.

Little Lambs is a group for preschool children and their parents or carers. Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday in the
month, in term time, in the church from 9:15 a.m. Come and enjoy cake, coffee and play. All very welcome.

Youth Group will be held in the Radley Church Room (7–11 and secondary school) on 2nd and 16th June.

We are planning to install a servery and a much-needed accessible toilet in the church. We have some money
allocated already but need to raise just over £18,000 in order to complete these plans. Details of what is proposed
can be seen at the back of the church. If you would like any more information, please speak to a member of the
clergy or one of the wardens.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are prayer resources in the prayer corner that you are very welcome to use. You are also
very welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Oxford
OX3 8AX

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

Services in June

2nd 10:30 a.m. Morning  Worship  will  be  led  by  the  Rev  John  Rowland, one  of  our
Supernumerary Ministers who lives in Kennington.

9th 10:30 a.m. Pentecost.  We welcome David Harper,  from Long Hanborough, to  lead our
worship for Pentecost.

7 p.m. United Service for Pentecost in the Parish Church

16th 10:30 a.m. Trinity Sunday.  Our Morning Worship will be led by our own Minister, the
Rev Dr Stephen Maunder. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy
Communion.

23rd 10:30 a.m. Today’s service is one of our Alternative Worship Sundays. It will be led by Dr
John Lenton, from Kidlington. 

30th 10:30 a.m. Morning Worship today will be led by Jennifer Thompson, from Chalgrove.

Other activities

The Afternoon Fellowship Group will meet on Tuesday 18th at 2:30 p.m. All details from Dilys
Cale on Oxford 739774. There is a real welcome to everyone.

Mid-Week  Worship  will  be  held  in  the  Lounge  of  Edith  Court  on  Wednesday  19th June  at
10:30 a.m. There is  a welcome to everyone to join the residents  of Edith Court for this  short,
informal act of worship.

Coffee Morning  will be on  Tuesday 11th in the Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.
Bring & Buy Stalls available. Why not come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends
and new? You will be most welcome. Our July Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 9th July at
10 a.m. The May Coffee Morning raised £61.35.

Hiring a room at the church

If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.

5

mailto:stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk


6 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


7



8 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


Songs for Africa

Saturday 8th June, 7:30 p.m. in the Village Centre

Oxford Male Voice Choir and the Blue Belles

A charity concert with bar

with an update from MAI’s Embo project by Pastor Leonard Gcabashe

Tickets £15 (concessions £10)

available from Claire claire@medicassistinternational.org or 07766 255221

On a lighter note

Birds in the summer garden. Answers on page 30.

Z R B L U E T I T Z J C Z C A M H

W X U T D V M F B P S E X I R O K

A J I O S O W D P X U C I R P B I

K K N L Q O W Q R O Y L U P E N W

B Y M Z R T N G Y I S C B O G R Q

F T W R K X D G F J B J R H J A G

Q Z A J J U T D T R X K K J U E M

D P I V N U Z R G H M A C H Y E G

S K W N K H O L P U R Y A A U G L

O J O U O A K V P M E U G E L F P

P C C H O N I B O R E S S F A B C

K I B G R E E N F I N C H H E H W

N G G D G N I L R A T S Q D A Q H

U L F E J N I C Y G H M D F R J D

P F F R O A U L I T R X F W Y X M

G X Z W T N P X F Y R I O H V J J

N I V G B Z C I J T N R H Q W V U

Y N A T H K W D J C C F O O L H P

V W F M Z S P W H R H O P H E O Q
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“Life is not measured
by the number of breaths we take

but by the moments that take our breath away”

Live without PRETENDING
Love without DEPENDING
Listen without DEFENDING
Speak without OFFENDING
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Garden Sustainability

It’s  nice to see green leaves on the trees, with the sun shining through, making some of them
seemingly slightly translucent. The wind gently makes the leaves flutter individually, bringing them
to life.

Winter can seem like endless darkness, although I personally need that winter period, to recharge
after another long growing season. Yet, I notice that as I get older, those long winter months don’t
actually seem that long any more. A year seems to go by in a flash as age creeps onward. So put in
perspective, a mere 3-month season is but a blip in time.

Winter to me is thinking time, a chance to plan the spring and summer out in the garden. This
spring when out in the garden,  I’ve been thinking how we can be even more sustainable.  For
example, are the containers and planting media produced and supplied using sustainable methods
and processes? This includes the road miles to get the materials to the manufacturer, then from the
manufacturer to the supplier and finally, from the supplier to us, the consumer.

With sustainability in mind, I’m also trying not to produce too big a surplus this season. Rather, just
grow what I really need, and
what  the  wildlife  that  shares
the space with me needs. I’m
also  considering  the  waste  I
produce whilst out gardening.
Can  it  be  reused,  or,  better
still, not produced in the first
place? Packaging is one of the
biggest  considerations  here,
obviously.

So,  when  you  think  about
sustainability in how you tend
your  garden,  what  are  your
initial  considerations  and
drivers?

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition

Please remember to fill in the Kennington Diary (in the Post Office)
and send us your entries for both July and August in time for the July edition.

Deadlines: Monday 10th June at 4:00 p.m. for adverts and diary entries,
and Saturday 15th June at 4:00 p.m. for articles (see page 43).
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PACT adoption services
Could  you  adopt  with  PACT?  Find  out  about  adopting  with
PACT at an Oxfordshire adoption information evening.

Adoption charity, Parents And Children Together (PACT) is now
holding  regular  events  in  Oxfordshire  for  anyone  interested  in
finding out more about adoption.

These will take place at 6:30–8 p.m. on Thursday 6th June, Tuesday 3rd September, Tuesday 15th

October, and Tuesday 10th December.

These events are led by a PACT social worker and will  include a talk from someone who has
adopted  through  PACT.  They  are  an  ideal  opportunity  for  people  to  find  out  more  and  ask
questions. With more than 2,000 children waiting to be adopted, PACT specialises in finding secure
and loving homes for priority children who often face the longest wait for their “forever family”.

PACT welcomes couples or single people from all backgrounds as adopters, including those of
black and minority ethnic heritage and from the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community.
PACT provides outstanding adoption services and award-winning support for its adoptive families
for life.

Information events are free to attend but booking is essential. You can do this on 0300 456 4800 or
enquiries@pactcharity.org. Full details of the event venue will be provided.

For  more  information,  or  to  find  out  about  other  adoption  information  events  coming  up  in
Reading, Brighton or London please see www.pactcharity.org/info.

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

The Choirs are now rehearsing for four performances of Songs from The Shows to be given at the
end of June and the beginning of July in Witney, Abingdon and Kennington. This is something
quite new and exciting for the choirs and if you would like to come and take part, rehearsals are
held every Friday evening in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road at 7:45 p.m. The music will
be available and there are no subscriptions or auditions. If you enjoy singing, we shall be glad to
welcome you.

The Kennington concerts will be on Friday 5th and Saturday 6th July. All details below!

Presenting

SONGS FROM THE SHOWS

Friday, 28th June 2019 at 7:30 p.m.
The Methodist Church, 40 High Street, Witney, OX28 6HG

(free admission, collection for Christian Aid)

Saturday, 29th June 2019 at 7:30 p.m.
Abingdon Baptist Church, 35 Ock Street, Abingdon, OX14 5AG

(free admission, collection for
The Abingdon Bridge and Abingdon Baptist Church Development Fund)

Friday 5th and Saturday 6th July 2019 at 7:30 p.m.
Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Road, Kennington, OX1 5LR

(free admission, collection for Nasio Trust)
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

The Annual Parish Council meeting took place in May, and Colin Charlett and Alan Cobb will
continue  their  positions  as  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  respectively.  The  council  thanks  the
councillors who have stepped down for the time and commitment they have given over the years
they have been members.

Parish Council Vacancies

Due to insufficient nominations in the May elections, there are three vacancies on the council. If
you would  like  to  apply  to  become a  member  of  Kennington  Parish  Council,  please  send an
expression of interest to the clerk by 12th June. Please see page 22 for more details.

Community Litter Pick

Thank you again to everyone who helped with the litter pick at the end of April. Some residents
have said that they were unaware of the date, so please let  me know if you would like to get
involved in a future litter pick.

Grants

The Parish Council awarded a grant of £100 to Enrych Oxfordshire towards their work with adults
with a physical disability.

Emergency Planning

It’s time again to update our emergency plan. This document contains details of what would happen
in the case of a local emergency, such as flooding, severe weather, a major power outage or a major
disaster on the A34. If you are willing to be included in this, for example, as a driver of a 4x4
vehicle, owner of a generator or as a first aider, please get in touch.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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Dates of Council Meetings: June

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Parish Council Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.

Thursday 13th Tuesday 4th & 25th

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the  plan  as  it  has  only  21  days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact  the  Clerk
immediately you  receive  notification  to  ensure  the  Parish  Council  members  are  aware  of  any
neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
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Kennington Best Kept Garden Competition 2019

Congratulations to all those who readied their gardens for the Best Kept Garden Competition
last year. We enjoyed looking at them all!

Well… It’s back again!

So get your trowels and hosepipes out as the Garden Competition will
take place on Saturday 22nd June.

This  year,  we will  again go around the village both with preliminary
judging during the preceding week and with external judges on the day.
So, if you see folk staring at your drive, garden or flower tubs and boxes,
don’t worry!

The categories are:

➢ Best kept garden

➢ Best business

➢ Best flower boxes or tubs

N.B. If your garden was lucky enough to win an award last year, it will not be eligible for that
category this year; but it will be eligible for the others.

So, get your gardening gloves on and make us proud to live in our lovely village!

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming events

Wednesday 17th July: Evening garden visit to Green & Gorgeous Flower Farm, Little Stoke,
Wallingford OX10 6XA.

Transport  will  be by private  transport  departing from the Village Centre  car  park (or by other
pickup  arrangements)  at  6:15 p.m.  This  is  a  six-acre  working  flower  farm,  next  to  the  River
Thames.  Lots of flowers,  shrubs and vegetables.  Bookings can be made with the Treasurer on
730961.

The cost is £10 per person and should be paid by 1st July. When booking, members are asked to
confirm whether they can provide transport or will require a lift. Places are limited to 40.

Saturday 10th August: Coach Outing to West Dean Garden & Chilli Festival, Chichester.

Nestled at the foot of the South Downs, West Dean Gardens in West Sussex is one of the greatest
restored gardens open to the public today. Visitors can explore a wide range of historic features on a
gentle  walk  around the  grounds.  From surreal  trees  to  the  restored  walled  garden,  West  Dean
Gardens proudly presents its rich creative and social heritage.

Our visit coincides with the Chilli Fiesta. The UK’s biggest chilli festival includes Latin music,
cookery and gardening demonstrations and tasting delicious chilli  foods. Various stalls  as well.
Included in The Telegraph’s top 20 UK food festivals for 2018.

The all-inclusive cost is £28 per person and should be paid by 1st July. (Advance ticket discounts
apply.) Places can be booked with the treasurer on 730961. The coach will depart from Manor
Grove at 7:45 a.m., calling at bus stops through the village.

— Brian Peedell
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A tribute to Gerald Bowen Thomas

In March we celebrated the life of Gerry Bowen Thomas, who died in the John Radcliffe Hospital
following a short illness.

He had been a  good friend to  so many in our
church  and  in  the  wider  community  of
Kennington and beyond. He will be remembered
for his kindness, his wisdom, his humour and his
love.

Gerry  moved  to  Kennington  in  1964  with  his
much-loved wife  Joan,  who died  in  2012,  and
their  children  Bethan and  Wynne.  He  was
involved  with  very  many  organisations  in  the
village. He took a full and active part in the life
of St Swithun’s Church, including preaching and
leading  Morning  Prayer.  He  also  served  as
Churchwarden and managed the church yard for
many years.

He was a St Swithun’s School governor, served
on the Patient Participation Committee, and was
Chairman of the Kennington History Society.

He also served as chair of the Southern Region
and  of  Abingdon  CAB and  was  a  member  of
Abingdon Rotary Club. He was also a trustee of
Witney-based Guideposts Trust for 18 years.

He had left instructions for his funeral which included the readings he wanted and the text “Do
justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our God,” which was on the front of the service sheets.
This sums up so well the essence of Gerry’s life. He had very strong views about fairness, treating
everybody with respect and showing God’s love to those he met.

He was a well-respected academic. He had a long career at Oxford University, where he was a
founding  and emeritus  fellow of  Kellogg  College.  But  he  was  never  ‘stuffy’.  When  asked  to
provide a Latin motto for the college he obliged with one that translated as “snap, crackle and pop”.
Needless to say it was not used!

He had a wicked sense of humour and was always up for a gentle tease or a quip. There were so
many things he enjoyed; he loved good food and became a very good cook. He was a skilful
silversmith. He loved rugby (as long as his beloved Wales did well). He appreciated art and music,
and was part of the Sunningwell art group as well as a patron of the Oxford Welsh Male Voice
Choir.

Gerry had simply perfected the art of living life well. He enjoyed a huge variety of things, the most
important of which was the company of a wide range of people. He will be sadly missed by many.

— Isabel Baggott
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: khcppg@gmail.com. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com

Improving the patient experience at
Botley Medical Centre and Kennington Health Centre

A Meeting of the Botley Medical Centre Patient Participation Group on

Wednesday 19th June at 6 p.m. at the Botley Medical Centre, Elms Road, OX2 9JS

This meeting will discuss results of a survey by the NHS and recent Care Quality Commission
visits to the practice, as well as suggestions from patients. All patients of Botley Medical Centre
and Kennington Health Centre are welcome to attend. Whether you attend or not, it would be
helpful  to  receive  your  suggestions  in  advance of  the  meeting.  Please  send them to me at
grantn@ntlworld.com.

Who we are: The Patient Participation Group consists of volunteers who are registered patients
of the practice.

Our main aims are to promote the well-being of patients and to facilitate positive and effective
two-way communication between the practice and its patients.

— Grant Nightingale (for Botley Medical Centre Patient Participation Group)

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

The school year continues apace; our summer term is well-established and we are all
enjoying the warmer weather and the chance to do more learning outside. Our articles
from our classes this month (page  37) both include reports of ‘learning outside the
classroom’. At the time of writing, we are looking forward to our annual May Fair, at
which  it  is  always  lovely  to  see  so  many  families,  with  pupils  past  and  present,  as  well  as
Kennington residents.

Whilst our staff and children are focused on their summer term topics and all the general busyness
of summertime in school, another group of people in our school community is also working hard on
behalf of all the children. I’m talking, of course, about our governors.

Would you like to make a real difference to our local school? School governors have a vital role in
setting the strategic direction of our school and ensuring the best outcomes for every child who
attends. At our lovely village school, we are looking to recruit a new governor to our board and
would love to hear from people who live in the village, who are not currently connected to the
school, but who would like to make a real difference to the educational experience of the children
in our community.

We are particularly on the look-out to co-opt a governor with skills and experience in strategic
planning, stakeholder management and change management. We are also interested in people who
have held board or chair membership in another sector or another school.

The role of a governor is an interesting and varied one and represents a real chance to have a
positive impact in our community. This volunteer role typically requires 5–8 hours each month and
are for four-year terms. If you think that this could be a role for you and you would like an informal
chat, please contact our Vice-chair of Governors, Claire Gilbert, on cgil@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk.
Thank you. We look forward to hearing from you.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, 01865 415105, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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Parish Council vacancies

There are vacancies on Kennington Parish Council for three Councillors to serve for
four  years  until  May  2023,  as  there  were  insufficient  nominations  for  the  May
elections. The three vacancies will be filled by co-option at the next Parish Council
meeting on 13th June 2019.

If  you  are: Aged  18  or  over,  on  the  electoral  roll,  a  citizen  of  the  UK,
Commonwealth, EU or Ireland and resident in or within 3 miles of the parish or own
land or work in the parish (for at least 12 months), you are eligible to be co-opted.

If you are:
Able to attend regular evening meetings
Interested in local issues, preferably not just a single issue

And have:
An understanding and willingness to represent the views of the whole community
An interest in being an effective councillor

You could be just  what  the Parish Council  is  looking for.  On the website  you will  find more
information which may help you understand more of what is expected from a Parish Councillor. If
you have any questions, please contact the Clerk on 01865 421126.

https://kennington-pc.gov.uk/parish-council-vacancies-may-2019

If you are interested in joining the Parish Council you should submit an expression of interest  in
writing by Wednesday 12th June 2019. Please provide your full name, postal address and email
address. You will then be invited for an informal discussion with the council.

Please note the post of Parish Councillor is voluntary, with only expenses paid when necessary.

Please send applications to the Clerk by 12th June 2019
by post to Mrs Rachel Brown, 93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE

or by email to clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk

Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Services
It’s not worth the risk…

Do you know that 95% of collisions are due to human error? Distraction, speeding, not wearing a
seatbelt and driving under the influence of drink or drugs are the big ‘fatal four’ on our county’s
roads.

Could you…

➢ put your mobile phone in your glove compartment  or set  your phone to do not  disturb
before you start your journey?

➢ adjust your speed and make sure you have time to react to the unexpected?

➢ make sure everyone is wearing their seatbelt before you set off?

➢ get a taxi or the bus, or be the designated driver on a night out?

➢ make sure you’re safe to drive the morning after as you could still be over the drink drive
limit, even if you feel fine?

Oxfordshire County Council Fire and Rescue Service have put together top tips to help you avoid
the  fatal  four,  and  have  created  a  handy  ‘don’t  get  caught  out  the  morning  after’  guide.
365alive.co.uk/fatalfour
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3rd Kennington Brownies
Hi Brownies!

What a month we have had, haven’t we? Remember, Readers, that last month the girls were going
to do a dance challenge.  Well,  some girls performed modern dance as a small  group to music
(Ariana Grande featured heavily), and one of our braver Brownies performed a solo dance. The
girls were amazingly confident, and the Leaders were most impressed with all the performances.

Another challenge saw the Brownies rope themselves together in two teams and work together
moving over  an obstacle course.  One team got  so tangled up that they collapsed in a  heap of
laughter. It was important for the team leader that her team listened to the strategy of getting over
the obstacles.

Money! We had a competition about all the different coins available that you might have in your
pocket or purse. The challenge consisted of bright paper (used as the stepping stones) and the girls
had to work their  way along the ‘stones’ answering questions along the way about money; for
example, what different coins could you use to make up a pound?

We had a  brief  discussion about  Brownie Camp hopefully  coming up in  September.  The girls
usually have a theme throughout the weekend (e.g. Harry Potter) and they were to put their thinking
caps on for their favourite choice. The girl are so excited about this year as we are going to help
them cook their own food outside. I think we had better brush up on our campfire songs as well.

Brownies are ready to take on the world. They want to learn new things, explore ideas and make
their own decisions about activities. It is our role as leaders to encourage this, instil confidence in
the Brownies and have loads of fun doing it all.

Until the next issue, be sure to come along for a taster session or join our wonderful group of
Brownies. We’d love to see you!

— Eagle Owl

Brownies is open to all girls aged 7–10 years. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and
they can join at any time of the year. Please contact Brown Owl at angieaxe258@gmail.com.

Kennington Scouts
Beaver Badges & Easter Eggs!

Having goals and structured activities is important to develop children’s minds and
social interaction. At Beavers most of the activities are structure-based and when completed they
earn a badge. The badges fall into the categories of: Activity badges, Staged Activity badges and
Challenge badges. These are based on activities and can be completed at Beavers’ Meetings or in
their own homes.

Our focus this  term is  to be outdoors as much as possible learning about orienteering and the
environment. Recently, we were in Small World where the Beavers had codes to follow in order to
find a word to locate where their Easter eggs were hidden. They have also learnt about looking after
the environment including building bug houses and planting sunflowers. Over the next couple of
weeks they will be looking to find different insects and leaves on trees in the local riverside area
and learning about emergency first aid and how to contact the emergency services if needed.

We are proud of  our Beavers  with their  ongoing enthusiasm as  they achieve their  badges  and
encourage interaction with both the environment and fellow Beavers.

If you have a child who is interested and aged 6-8 (although they can be placed on a waiting list
before their 6th birthday) please see the Chair’s Report on page 29 for contact email.

— Debbie, Assistant Beaver Leader
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Free Events this month

Wednesday 5th June:  Coffee  Talk  at  11 a.m.,  Coffee
served from 10:30. Will  Wyatt: Oxford Boy: A Post
War Townie  Childhood. Will,  ex  Chief  Executive  of
BBC  Broadcast,  depicts  his  40s  and  50s  childhood,
including being caned on hand and bottom, a scandalous
act,  family  brushes  with  the  law and much more!  We
hope you will enjoy hearing about this book which was published in February.

Announcing the Booktrust’s the theme for…
Rhyme Time on Monday 10th June: 2:30–3 p.m. and at
Story Time on Wednesday 19th June: 11–11:30 a.m.
Bring your teddy or favourite cuddly toy in pyjamas and let  the magic of bedtime stories and
rhymes last all day long!

Do you  have  children  aged  12–24  months?  Are  you  confident  when  reading  stories  and
rhymes to them?  Bookstart Corner offers a FREE course for parents at Kennington library on
Wednesdays 24th, 31st July and 7th August from 11:30 a.m.–12 noon. This course, led by Viv from
OCC library service, is for a maximum of 6 families. It will help you to gain confidence in telling
stories and rhymes. Please register your interest NOW. Contact details below.

1st–8th June is National Volunteering Week. Might you be interested in joining our volunteers
who help in the library? Please talk to library staff or meet one of our volunteers over a cup of
coffee on Saturday 1st June.

Another opportunity to volunteer by helping with the
Children’s summer reading challenge: Calling 15–24 year old volunteers!

Would you like to help with Space Chase, our celebration of the 50th anniversary of the
moon  landings?  There  will  be  Launch  and  Landing  parties,  plus  lots  of  other  activities
throughout the school summer holidays. Please register your interest soon, preferably by 8 th

June; contact details below.

And watch this  space next  month for details  of Space Chase and dates  of  all  our  summer
holiday activities!

Do You Need Help Using Library Computers? It is at hand every Wednesday morning.
And Wednesday 12th June is this month’s date for our Family History Research Assistance.

Important date: 14th June: We shall be holding FOKL’s AGM at 8 p.m. in the Village Centre. As a
result of the change to our constitution, the meeting will be even shorter than previously and will
be followed by Cheese and Wine!

01865 730763 News at www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary

Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman Pamela Allen chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary Helen Hurrell secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer Hugh Fleming treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Scouts: Chair’s report for AGM 2019

For many of us, one of the best things about Scouting is that it has moved with the times. While
making and keeping our promise is still at the core of everything, you may be surprised by the
variety of challenges we offer young people.  You parents and carers probably know about the
emphasis on outdoors and camping—indeed, our Nights Away badges run from 1 night, to 200
nights away, but we also offer 4 levels of Digital Citizen, Paddle Sports and Musician among other
badges.

There are Global Issues badges at all ages, as well as fun and active challenges. Beaver Scouts can
do “Health & Fitness” and “Experiment”.

At the other end, Scouts can participate in Street Sports, Meteorologist, Parascending and Librarian.
In fact, the only thing they all have in common is that the young people can’t be passive. They can’t
let information or entertainment wash over them while sitting comfortably; they must participate,
imagine, “do”, in order to achieve.

Scouting  in  Kennington has  had another  good year.  In  our  recent  census  we returned a  youth
membership of 77, up from 68 last year. We were also delighted to welcome Andrew, a new Scout
leader with loads of enthusiasm and skills with water sports.

Many of our young people are now award-winning: 5 Cubs earned their Chief Scout Silver Award
and 7 Scouts had their names added to our Chief Scout Gold Award honour board. We have also
opened our HQ to Explorer Scouts (aged 14–18) who meet here on Tuesday evenings.

We wish them success in building up membership.

For the sixth year I have many people to thank: All our wonderful leaders of course, Sandra Ward
(treasurer), Sam Smith (secretary), Paul  Hallam (health & safety), Lorna Hind (waiting list) and
Steve Daniels (a mixed portfolio!). This year we also welcomed Clare Platt, who manages our HQ
hire.

We still have young people on our waiting list, and can only ‘activate’ them with yet more adult
help. As well as what you might be able to give, please do think seriously about what you might
have to gain—and if it's time for you to try tie-dyeing, skiing, music appreciation or first aid, please
talk to any of us, or email  kenningtonscouts@gmail.com. You can do as little or as much as you
want. If you're like most of us, you'll start off with a small project to accomplish, and then get
enthused about everything else you might achieve.

— Kit Smith, Chair, 40th Oxford Sea Scout Group
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The Mariposa Trust

Leading baby loss charity responding to national need for support

On Saturday 20th July at 7:30 p.m., Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford will be
the venue for the seventh of 20 services of remembrance being held across the
UK  for  families,  couples  and  individuals  affected  by  the  loss  of  a  baby,
whether that be during pregnancy, at birth or in infancy. The ‘Saying Goodbye’
services were launched in 2012 and have since been held in six countries with
around 120 services being held to date.

The services are organised by leading support charity, The Mariposa Trust, which provides support
that reaches over 50,000 people each week through its 6 divisions, and helps people affected by
baby loss, pregnancy after baby loss, fertility, adoption and more.

Sadly, baby loss affects around 1 in 4 pregnancies each year in the UK, with nearly 700 babies lost
each day. When parents go through the devastating loss of a baby, whether during pregnancy, at
birth  or in  infancy,  they often feel  isolated and unable to  process the overwhelming grief  and
trauma that miscarriage, stillbirth, neonatal and early years loss brings. The services allow people to
stand  with  others  who  have  experienced  the  similar  trauma  of  baby  loss,  and  collectively
acknowledge and remember each life lost. The services are open to people of faith or no faith,
whether people have lost  recently or decades ago, and welcome not only parents,  but also the
extended family and friends.

More  information  on  the  charity  can  be  found  at  www.mariposatrust.org and  via
www.sayinggoodbye.org.  The charity  has  multiple  social  media  pages  and can  be followed on
Facebook  at  www.facebook.com/sayinggoodbyeuk and  on  Twitter  @SayingGoodbyeUK.  The
charity can be contacted by email at office@sayinggoodbye.org.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.

Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).

Answers to word search page 9

Blackbird Crow Magpie Rook Starling

Blue tit Dunnock Pigeon Song thrush Swift

Chaffinch Greenfinch Robin Sparrow Wagtail
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Kennington Women’s Institute

At our May meeting we discussed the Resolutions which will be voted on at the
National WI AGM in Bournemouth in June. The way we vote locally influences
the way our delegates vote on our behalf nationally. This year the Resolutions are
concerned with ‘the decline in local buses’ and ‘don’t fear the smear’. If these topics are passed at
the AGM, the WI will organise campaigns and lobby the appropriate organisations.

After this main business of the afternoon it was time to sit back and listen to David Holt’s excellent
talk about Dr Barnardo. He was a truly amazing man, especially for his time and very driven by his
religious beliefs. Barnardo made many enemies along the way, but his actions saved thousands of
children. He tried to change the way the wealthy and elite thought about the poor and destitute.

After David’s talk, Christine Ravenscroft cut our lovely Founders Day cake which had been made
and iced by Kath Suckling. Our Institute is now 94 years old and still going strong!

Why not come and join us? We meet on the first Wednesday of the month at 2:15 p.m. in the
Methodist Church Hall. We look forward to meeting you.

— Jean Holt

The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk—Kennington’s very own community café

At the time of writing, the Apple
Café is delighted to be taking part in this year’s School Fête on Saturday
18th May. Our volunteers will be providing the teas and coffees on behalf
of FOSS (the Friends of St Swithun’s School) with these proceeds going
to FOSS. We hope that you attended the Fête and took part in the Apple
Café Treasure Hunt with its prize of a hamper of goodies.

We  continue  to  seek  more  Volunteers. Please  contact  Jill  on
07985 501920  or  email  jillkb71@gmail.com.  The  Café  opens  every
Thursday  and  Saturday,  in  the  Church  Hall,  from  10:30 a.m.  to

12:30 p.m., providing freshly brewed coffee, English breakfast and speciality tea, with a selection
of home baked cakes, delicious cheese scones and toasties.

Local History Display

On  Thursday 6th June and  Saturday 8th June,  the Café will  host  a
Local History display, with help from the Kennington Historical Society.
The 6th June is the Queen’s official birthday, and the 75th Anniversary of
D-Day, and the Café will be suitably patriotic!

We invite YOU to bring along your own photos and memories. Your family may have lived in
Kennington for generations, perhaps you attended the village school, or perhaps you remember the
evacuees who came to Kennington during the war years. Come and share your memories with
others, and with the younger generation, and enjoy an hour of nostalgia!

Apple Café, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk
St Swithun’s Church Hall, Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
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1st Kennington Guides

After  the  Easter  break,  we  started
term with  some  junk  modelling  to
build a ‘beast’. We have also begun working on ‘Skills
Builders’: first  aid and team-work challenges including
role-playing being first aiders, casualties and emergency
services’  phone  operators  and  comparing  different
methods to keep people calm.

Our  unit  was  visited  by  the  Girlguiding  Oxfordshire
robots as part of their new initiative to run ‘introduction
to  coding’  sessions  for  girls  across  the  county.  We
enjoyed making our robots dance, follow mazes and play
games of skittles.

Some of our Guides
were able to attend
the  launch  of  the
Oxford  Bus

Company’s ‘Girlguiding Oxfordshire’ branded bus after our
parent organisation won the ‘Brand the Bus!’ competition.

We  are  looking  forward  to  our  bivvy  night  and  making
preparations for summer camp.

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the
fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992 or

kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including
opportunities for girls outside of our age range, can be found

on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Kennington History Society

In April we had an evening with Ian Giles, who is a well-known local busker. We were treated to an
evening of folk songs and tunes on a variety of instruments, including a hurdy-gurdy. It was very
different to the usual talks, but very well received.

At the time of writing we are looking forward to a talk entitled “Pagans and Puritans: the story of
May morning in Oxford” by Tim Healey. Later this month we have a talk entitled “Wireless War
Secrets” by John Beaumont.

All talks begin at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road. All are welcome and non-
members are charged £2.50 each. The talks are followed by free tea, coffee and biscuits, though
donations are welcome.

— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com
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Summer Term in Oak and Poplar Classes

In Oak Class, we are amazed at how much learning we have been able to squeeze into the school
year so far. We began our Year 3 journey by exploring the Romans in our ‘Romans Rule!’ topic,
which allowed us to learn lots of interesting facts. We moved onto our science-based topic, ‘Loving
Life!’ We  explored  the  life  cycle  of  plants  and  we  planted,  watered  and  cared  for  our  own
sunflowers, which we are hoping will grow into giants. Keep an eye out in the village for our
mighty sunflowers peeping their bright yellow heads over gardens in the near future.

Now that we are settled into the summer term, we are working on our new topic of ‘The Story of
Our Land.’ We kicked off the term with our ‘Whizz Bang’ and a treasure hunt around the school.
We were in teams and had to find as many clues as we could to help us discover our new topic. If
we were lucky we also found some bonus dragon points. With our discovered clues, we sorted them
into groups to find out that we were focusing on The United Kingdom. First looking at England,
Wales, Scotland and Ireland, before focusing on an area much closer to home, Kennington! We are
all excited to explore the history of Kennington, and research the Kennington logo. As for the
bonus dragon points, they are still a mystery that we will be uncovering as the learning continues,
but we did get chance to create our own dangerous dragons
out of loo rolls!

As if all that learning wasn’t enough, Oak class and Willow
class  (all  Year  3s)  will  be  swapping  exercise  books  and
pencils for scripts and dancing shoes as rehearsals begin to
get  underway for our performance of ‘Dragon Days’.  We
can’t  wait  for  our  families  to  see  our  hard  work  come
together!

— Oak Class (Year 3) and Miss Partridge

During the Summer term,  Poplar Class is learning all about ‘The Enchanted Woodland’. In our
science lessons, we have started exploring the differences between bulbs and seeds. Last week, we
planted our very own bean seeds. Before planting, we discussed how our bean plants would need
plenty of water and sunlight to grow, and made sure that we had a suitable area in our classroom for
them. We considered the equipment we would need to use, such as soil, pots, water and bean seeds,
and set to work becoming gardeners! Step one was to put soil into our pot so it was about half full.
Next,  we planted  a  runner  bean seed into the middle of  the  soil,  before  covering  the seed by

scattering some more soil over the top. Finally, we sprayed
some water into the soil, placed a name stick into the pot,
and arranged them in front of our windows to make sure
they reach all of the glorious spring sunshine!

Once we had planted our bean seeds, we started writing our
‘bean seed diaries’. We are going to continue to watch our
plants grow over the next few weeks and record any changes
in the diaries. Hopefully, by the end of our summer term at

school, the plants will have fully grown and we will be able to pick the runner beans—yummy! We
have also been super lucky, as a school, to have been given some lovely, brand new books. We have
been reading one of these books, called ‘Spectacular Plants!’ and were especially excited to learn
that you can grow white strawberries and even purple potatoes! This book, along with the others, is
being kept in our non-fiction library in case we want to go and read in our free-time.

Our  topical  learning  continued  on  Friday  10th May,  when  we  ventured  on  a  journey  to  the
‘enchanted’ woods at the Small World nursery. Whilst we were there, we had lots of fun taking part
in a hunt for fairy tale creatures and talking about the different plants we could see.

— Poplar Class (Year 1) and Miss Wisker
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.

43

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is  News  not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  name  and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial

CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.

Regular events

Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton Village Centre Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Memory Club Methodist Church Monday and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Pickleball Village Centre Friday 12:30–1:30 p.m.
Table Tennis Youth Club Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public

June

Tue 4 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Wed 5
10:30a.m.–12noon Coffee Talk Library
2:15 p.m. Kennington WI Methodist Church

Sun 9 7 p.m. United Service for Pentecost St Swithun’s Church

Mon 10
1:30 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
2:30–3 p.m. Rhyme Time Library

Tue 11 10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
Thu 13 7:30 p.m. Parish Council meeting Village Centre
Sat 15 12 noon–4 p.m. St Swithun’s Church Fête Church grounds
Mon 17 7:45 p.m. Kennington History Society: Wireless War Secrets Methodist Church
Tue 18 2:30 p.m. Ecumenical Fellowship Group Edith Court

Wed 19
10:30 a.m. Service in the Lounge Edith Court
11–11:30 a.m. Story Time Library

Mon 24 1:30–4 p.m. Festival Group: Strawberry tea Village Centre
Tue 25 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

July

Wed 3 2:15 p.m. Kennington WI Methodist Church
Fri 5 7:30 p.m. United Choirs: Songs from the Shows Methodist Church

Sat 6
10 a.m.–12 noon Kennington Cancer Fund: Summer Event Village Centre
7:30 p.m. United Choirs: Songs from the Shows Methodist Church

Mon 8
2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
2:30–3 p.m. Rhyme Time Library

Tue 9 10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
Thu 11 7:30 p.m. Parish Council meeting Village Centre
Tue 16 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Wed 17
All day Horticultural Society Flower Farm visit Wallingford
11–11:30 a.m. Rhyme Time Library

Sun 21 10:30 a.m. St Swithun’s 5K Fun Run Forest Side
Mon 22 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Garden Party to be announced
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