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OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults) .........................................................................0800 317802
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What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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Change

How do you feel about change? How do you cope with it? For some people change is difficult and
can be disorientating; others welcome it as they can begin a new path in life. However, change is a
constant  part  of  our  lives.  We  only  need  to  look  in  the  mirror  to  see  that—or  look  at  old
photographs. Faces change, fashions change. Few things now are made to last; it’s easier to throw it
away and buy new rather  than  mend.  Life  goes  past  so  quickly  it  can  be  hard  to  hold  on to
something  familiar  and  steady.  Children  grow  so  quickly  from  dependent  babies  to  quite
independent  school  children,  university  students,  workers.  Our  relationships  with  other  people
change; some blossom but others can fall apart and enmity spring up. Society changes its values
and principles quicker than we can blink.

Some changes can be devastating such as a life-changing illness or accident, divorce, the death of a
loved one, the loss of a job or a home. These changes can be terrifying. Facing up to the changes
these and other such events bring to our lives can lead us to wonder, what is the point in continuing.
We feel tossed and turned about and desperately seek something solid to hold on to.

But we can be reassured that there is one thing in our lives that never changes, is always rock
steady and available, and that is the love of God for each and everyone of us. God never changes.
He has promised that for ever. In Isaiah (41:10) God says,

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help
you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

And St Paul writes in his letter to the Romans (8:38-39),

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angles nor rulers, nor things present nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The unchanging nature of God is a rock on which we can rely and build our lives, and is strong
enough to hold us through all the changing scenes of life.

Things in life will continue to change. Some of these changes will barely affect us at all, and others
might be like a giant wave rolling over us. But no matter what the changes are we need not be
afraid because we have an eternal rock and anchor, God, whose character and promises will never
let us down.

If  you  are  currently  experiencing  some  major  changes  in  your  life  and  would  like  to  talk  to
someone, the three churches in the Benefice—Radley, Sunningwell and Kennington—now have
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Pastoral Care teams who are happy to meet up with you and chat. Just contact the Parish Office on
01235 202860 to start the ball rolling. You do not have to be a regular church attender to access this
help.

With blessings and prayers,

— Rev Glynis Beckett

Services in July

Sun 7th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 14th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6:30 p.m. Compline
7 p.m. Refresh service

Sun 21st 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in Church Hall

Sun 28th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m. Compline

Services in August

Sun 4th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 11th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m. Compline

Sun 18th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in Church Hall

Sun 25th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m. Compline

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside
our Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church)

The next Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on 21st July and 18th August. The doors
open for Messy Church at 9:30 and it usually finishes by about 11. You can come and

have breakfast—cereals,  toast,  croissants,  pain au  chocolat,  etc.—and then feel  free  to  wander
around and see the activities or join in a discussion if you want to. This allows us to explore and
learn more about our faith in a very relaxed way. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see
how it works. You would be very welcome.

Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service come and enjoy this service in the Church
Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been happening in Messy
Church.

Little Lambs is a group for preschool children and their parents or carers. Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday in the
month, in term time, in the church from 9:15 a.m. Come and enjoy cake, coffee and play. All very welcome.

Youth Group will be held in the Radley Church Room (7–11 and secondary school) on 7 th and 21st July. This
will be the last meeting as we will have a break for the summer, returning on 1st September.

We are planning to install a servery and a much-needed accessible toilet in the church. We have some money
allocated already but need to raise just over £18,000 in order to complete these plans. Details of what is proposed
can be seen at the back of the church. If you would like any more information, please speak to a member of the
clergy or one of the wardens.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are prayer resources in the prayer corner that you are very welcome to use. You are also
very welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Oxford
OX3 8AX

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

Services in July

7th 10:30 a.m. Morning Worship will be led by Alistair Jackson, from Oxford.

14th 10:30 a.m. Action  for  Children  Sunday.  Our  special  preacher  this  morning  will  be
Madeleine  Clarke, the  Action  for  Children  Fund  Raiser  for  the  Home
Counties.

21st 10:30 a.m. Our Morning Worship will be led by our own Minister, the  Rev Dr Stephen
Maunder. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

28th 10:30 a.m. Today’s service is one of our Alternative Worship Sundays. It will be led by our
own Minister, the Rev Dr Stephen Maunder.

Services in August

4th 10:30 a.m. Our service this morning will be led by Gillian Dodds.

11th 10:30 a.m. Morning Worship will be led today by Joanna Tulloch from Headington.

18th 10:30 a.m. Our preacher today is our Superintendent Minister, the Rev Canon Dr Martin
Wellings. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

25th 10:30 a.m. We welcome Simeon Mitchell from Oxford to lead our service of Alternative
Worship today.

Other activities

The Afternoon Fellowship Group will meet on Tuesdays 16th July and 20th August at 2:30 p.m.
Contact Dilys Cale on 739774.

Midweek Worship  will be held in the Lounge of Edith Court on Wednesdays 10th July and 21st

August at 10:30 a.m. There is a welcome to everyone to join the residents of Edith Court for this
short, informal act of worship.

Coffee Morning will be on Tuesdays 9th July and 13th August in the Methodist Church Hall from
10 a.m. onwards. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Why not come and enjoy a morning out and a
cuppa with old friends and new? You will be most welcome. Our September Coffee Morning will
be held on Tuesday 10th September at 10 a.m. The June Coffee Morning raised £68.25.

Hiring a room at the church

If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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From the Editor

Well here we are in July and enjoying the warmer summer weather. Long may it continue! We hope
you have continued to find the Chronicle articles interesting and the advertisements

useful.  The year seems to be “flying by” and already with the help of the
Chronicle Team, I have edited eleven chronicles.

From September,  I  would  like  to  see  more  of  our  readers  contribute
articles that may be of general interest to the villagers of Kennington. I
would  also  like  our  sports  teams  to  contribute  some  team  news  and
results of competitive matches. This is your magazine so do write and

keep our readers informed about all the activities in this thriving village.
Please do get in touch with me to make suggestions about anything else you

would like to see in the Chronicle or if you have any other helpful comments.

Thank you to all our contributors, advertisers, distributors, readers and of course to the Chronicle
Team for all their hard work during the year.

Following this edition, we shall take a break and be back in September. We wish all our readers a
safe and enjoyable Summer, whatever you are doing and wherever you are. Please remember that
the deadline for articles for September will be Thursday 15th August at 4:00 p.m. The deadline for
advertisements and the Village Diary (held in the Post Office) is Saturday 10th August.

— Amena Sutton, Editor, editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

On a lighter note: Summer scenes

This word search is especially for our younger readers. How many words can you find associated
with the Summer? Some you see, some you wear, some you just enjoy. Have fun! Answers on page
20.

R K X S T D C N F I M S Q O Z

Y B E U J E A R L N R X S T S

S S H N S H U H I O Q D C E Z

I Y A G U T Z C O C S B A P P

R A O L Z E R D E U K S H I C

T D G A I K T O N B I E P C S

O I Y S J U S S H D R H T N M

U L V S O O H N E S B A L I O

U O X E B I H E A T G E B C R

Q H N S N M A E R C E C I S P

C X Q E Z W E D D I N G S O E

S R E W O L F A J Z V E X V S

J B B Y J N N E W S T G P D G

M I V A D W Z F W E E V U Z L

J I E S L W R F F Z B S K Q T
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‘Find out where joy resides and give
it a voice far beyond singing. For to
miss the joy, is to miss all.’

— R L Stevenson, 1850-94
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Kennington Women’s Institute
This year a Bring and Share Lunch was organised to celebrate our Founders Day.
Members proved to be very generous with their donations so that the table was laden
with  savoury  foods.  We  could  choose  from  dainty  sandwiches,  sausage  rolls,
quiches, a choice of cheeses, fresh bread or bread sticks and much more. There was much laughter
and banter as we made our choices and took our plates back to our places to eat and talk to friends.
After the savoury treats came the desserts! A lovely summer fruit salad was provided. Or there were
scones with jam and cream, small cakes and meringues. Lovely! Mary Tilston played the piano and
we sang the words to a number of well-known songs. Well to be honest, we were not singing so
much as ‘lala-ing’ in time with the music.

Everyone  seemed  to  enjoy  themselves.  Why  not  come  and  join  us  at  our  next  meeting  on
Wednesday 3rd July at 2:15 p.m. in the Methodist Hall? You will be made very welcome.

— Jean Holt

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

New Parish Councillors:  The Parish Council welcomes its three new members, who were co-
opted at the meeting on 13th June. The new councillors are Bill Russell, Scott  Powles and Alison
New, and we hope that they will enjoy their time on the Council. Many thanks to the candidates
who took the time to put their name forward to be considered, and the council hopes they will come
forward again in the future.

Flowers around the Village: Thank you very much to all the volunteers who have helped with the
village flower baskets again this year. Thanks also to the members of the Horticultural Society for
planting the new flowers at the war memorial.

Website:  Changes have been made to the website  https://kennington-pc.gov.uk to streamline the
site and delete out-of-date content. If you have any photos of the village that you would be happy
for the council to use on the website, please email these to me at clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk.

Dog Bag Dispensers:  Three additional dog bag dispensers have been purchased for the village,
which will be installed in the coming weeks to try to tackle the persistent dog fouling problem.
These bags are provided for emergencies. If you witness someone failing to clean up after their
dog,  make  a  note  of  anything  that  might  help  identify  them  and  report  to
env.health@southandvale.gov.uk.

Grants:  The Parish Council  has  awarded a grant  of  £82.19 to  the Apple Café,  which will  go
towards the cost of a new panini press.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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Dates of Council Meetings: July & August
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Parish Council Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.

Playing Fields Committee
7:30 p.m.

Thursday 11th July
No meeting in August

Tuesday 16th July
6th & 27th August

Wednesday 17th July
in Playfield Road Pavilion

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the  plan  as  it  has  only  21  days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact  the  Clerk
immediately you  receive  notification  to  ensure  the  Parish  Council  members  are  aware  of  any
neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
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Kennington History Society
In May we had a talk entitled “Pagans and Puritans—the story of May morning in Oxford” by Tim
Healey. By all accounts it was well received. At the time of writing we are looking forward to a
talk, entitled “Wireless War Secrets” by John Beaumont.

We do not meet now until September when there will be talk entitled, “Radley College Archives”
by Clare Sargent.  All  talks start  at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist  Church off Upper Road. All are
welcome; non-members are charged £2.50 each. Talks are followed by free tea, coffee and biscuits,
but donations are welcome.

— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
Registered Charity no. 1179830

During May, our local Member of Parliament,  Layla Moran, visited the tea dance we held for
members, their carers and our helpers and supporters. In June, a very successful coffee morning and
a bring and buy sale was held in Cumnor (where we have two members).

The first  meeting of our carers’ group was very well  attended and included,  on that  occasion,
Gillian  Fishleigh from Dementia Oxfordshire, who answered questions. The carers’ group is an
opportunity for the carers of our members to relax over a cup of tea to discuss whatever they like
and develop the friendship and mutual  support that comes from conversation with people in a
similar situation. They can invite someone with specialist knowledge if they think that would be
helpful. The group agreed to meet every two months, and the next meeting will be on Monday 8th

July at 2 p.m. in the Methodist Church.

On Saturday 13th July, our assistant organiser, Kathryn, will organise cream teas in (or outside) St
Swithun’s Church Hall, Kennington. We cordially invite all members of the public to come along to
enjoy these and help support our club.

We  now  have  vacancies  for  new  members,  so  if  you,  or  someone  you  look  after,  has  been
diagnosed with dementia and you want to find out more about the club, you can visit our website
for  general  information  at  www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk,  or  email  us  at
kenningtonmc.info@gmail.com. If you want to contact our organiser about the club and discuss
whether it might be suitable, please telephone Helen on 07852 883496 (answerphone available).
You can come to the club for one or more taster sessions before making a commitment.

The club meets at Kennington Methodist Church in Upper Road on Mondays and Thursdays from
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and lunch is available. There will be no session on Monday 26th August.

— Margaret Newton, 01865 739539, drdmargaret.newton@virgin.net

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

Do you enjoy music from The Sound of Music or My Fair Lady? Do you know some of the songs
from Guys and Dolls or Fiddler on the Roof? What about South Pacific or Phantom of the Opera?
Or perhaps Me and My Girl, Chess, Carousel, Oklahoma or Les Misérables?

If  this  is up your street,  then the Kennington & District  United Church Choirs concerts  in the
Methodist Church on  Friday 5th and Saturday 6th July  are just for you. The Choirs have never
performed anything like this before and we are all very excited to bring this programme to you.

The concerts begin at 7:30 p.m. As always, entry is FREE. There will be a special collection for the
Nasio Trust Changing Lives for Good. We would be delighted to see you. Come in good voice!
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Behaviours, systems and processes

‘Flaming June’ arrived on schedule this year. Well it’s flaming to me, as anything over 18°C is too
hot for my liking! For many of the plants we grow in our gardens, it is a struggle too with some
showing signs of not liking the changing weather patterns we now face in the UK as a climate crisis
seems to be heading our way. My view of the climate emergency we face is that climate change is a
naturally  occurring  phenomenon,  which  in  some  ways  is  worsened  and  sped  up  by  human
behaviours, systems and processes.

Many people talk about slowing down or even reversing climate change. We need to choose our
battles wisely, and I for one, would like to see the focus switched across to the art of adapting to
whatever nature throws at us. Whether that is the survival of humanity thousands of years into the
future,  not  just  a few generations hence,  or just  that  we start  to  live better,  simpler  and more
sustainable lives. I say simpler, not easier. I think trying to make our lives easier has led us ‘up the
garden path’ as it were.

The process of adapting can start in our own gardens. The plants I said that appear to be struggling
in the gardens I get to see, do so because it’s too wet in winter or too hot in summer. We potentially
need to adapt our planting to accommodate the conditions. This is something we gardeners do quite
naturally anyway.

‘Longtermism’ of thought relates to gardens as well as the wider environment. So how will you
adapt your garden going forward? Will UK gardens and the concept of them look very different in
years to come?

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

As the Chronicle lands on doormats throughout Kennington, we will be just over three
weeks away from the end of the school year. There is not really any such thing as a
quiet  time in school these days,  as we all  work hard to give the children the best
possible education, and the children work hard to be the best that they can be in all
areas of the curriculum.

This year has been as busy as ever, with all our productions, assemblies, sports days, residential
visits, local visits and visitors we have welcomed into school. We particularly value the links we
have with village organisations and residents. Many of our children attend church, cubs, brownies,
guides, scouts or football clubs in the village, for example. Others visit the library or get involved
with Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society. We are also very fortunate in having members of the
local community coming into school on a regular basis.  Our volunteers provide support in the
classroom,  by,  for  example,  sharing  books  with  children  (reading  to  them,  or  listening  to  the
children read). We also love seeing Darcy, a Pets as Therapy dog, who, along with  Isobel, her
owner, visits most weeks. Our volunteers also get involved with gardening in the school grounds
and encouraging the next generation of gardeners by helping with our gardening clubs. To all of our
invaluable volunteers, we send our heartfelt thanks; we couldn’t offer the children so much without
your help.

Children in Rowan Class (Year 2, aged 6–7), with help from their teacher, Miss  Riepma, are our
journalists this month, with news of their recent learning on page 28.

With very best wishes for the summer break and thank you to all our children, staff, governors and
volunteers for making St Swithun’s a great place to be.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, 01865 415105, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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1st Kennington Guides

Over the past month, we have continued working on ‘Skills Builders’, first aid
and team work challenges including practising our bandaging technique and
planning how to achieve our bucket list goals.

We enjoyed our bivvy night with Long Hanborough Guides. Disappointingly after a sunny week,
the weather was rather damp but all the shelters survived the challenge. Breaks in the rain allowed
us to enjoy fire-lighting and marshmallows round the campfire, completing the obstacle course and
climbing and abseiling.

We are looking forward to taking part in the Girlguiding Oxfordshire Cricket Skills Festival and we
are making preparations for summer camp.

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

Guides  is  for  all  girls  aged  10–14.  If  you’d  like  to  join  in  the  fun,  please  contact  Jo  on
07940 537992 or  kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Edith Court Summer Craft Fayre

We are an active community and invite you to our
Edith Court Summer Craft Fayre

Saturday 24th August 10 a.m.–3 p.m.

Many items for sale or made to order

Homemade items, Knitted items
Bits and bobs, Paintings

Homemade Marmalade & Jam, Home grown vegetables
Bric-a-brac table, Cake table

Tea and Coffee £1 or £1.50 with a jam and cream scone

We will be holding a raffle on the day

All proceeds will go towards the tenant funds

Also talk to us about living in retirement housing
or telephone 0800 731 2020 and speak to a member of our customer centre
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Take part  at  Oxfordshire  Libraries  from 13th July to  14th September for an intergalactic
reading adventure into space!

Join the super space family ‘The Rockets’ for a special mission to track down books. Be amongst
the first to register and have fun with lots of activities at
Kennington library BLAST-OFF Party! Saturday 13th July, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

What do you have to do?
➢ Read at least 6 library books of your choice over the summer.
➢ Collect stickers (some are smelly) to help solve the mystery.
➢ Receive a Space Chase bookmark and game, wristband, medal,

and certificate for completing the Challenge by 14th September. Under 3s have their own
special card and stickers.

Out  of  this  world  SPACE CHASE FREE EVENTS  in  partnership  with  The  Friends  of
Kennington Library.
Wednesday 17th July Story and Craft 10:30–11:30 a.m.
Friday 26th July Story and Craft 3:30–4:30 p.m.
Monday 12th August Rhyme Time and Craft 2:30–3:30 p.m.
Wednesday 21st August Story and Craft 10:30–11:30 a.m.
Friday 30th August BOARD GAMES 3:30–6:30 p.m.
Saturday 14th September Landing Party 10:30 a.m.–12 noon

There’ll  be  lots  of  brilliant  new  books  and  activities  at  the  library  throughout  the
summer holidays and there’s a website to add to the fun too.

Celebrating 50 years since the Moon Landing and 20 years of the Summer Reading
Challenge. Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/spacechase to find out more.

Illustrations © Adam Stower for The Reading Agency

Psst… Adults: Look out for the “Oxfordshire Reads” postcards to enter a prize
draw!

Thanks to all  members who came to the AGM and to all  volunteers,  including
those working for D of E awards, who helped with the Story Tent at the church fête.

Coffee Talks will resume on 4th September.

01865 730763 News at www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary

Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman Pamela Allen chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary Helen Hurrell secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer Hugh Fleming treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

Answers to word search page 11

BARBECUE FLOWERS ICE CREAM PROMS SUNGLASSES

CRICKET HEAT OUTDOORS SEASIDE SUNSHINE

FETES HOLIDAYS PICNICS SHORTS WEDDINGS
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Kennington Youth Club
kenningtonyouthclub.com

Annual Celebration & AGM Wednesday 3rd July 7–8:30 p.m.

On Wednesday 3rd July  (not  10th July  as  published in  the  last  edition),  we have  our  annual
celebration and AGM Evening.

Drinks and light refreshments will be provided. This is a chance to find out more about what goes
on at the Youth Club, what we’ve been up to, and to have a look round.

Everyone is invited; you don’t have to have children or grandchildren at the club. Our annual
AGM will form part of the evening although hopefully it won’t take too much time.

Youth Club Café: Years 8–10, Wednesday 3rd July 3:30–5:00 p.m.

Anyone in school years 8–10 is welcome. You don’t need to book in advance, just turn up. The
session is £2.50 and includes hot drinks or squash, toast and a cake or biscuit.

Youth Club: Years 5–8 Wednesdays 7–8:30 p.m.

We had a meeting at Forest Side with several games of ‘capture the flag’, ice lollies and cakes.
We’ve started planning for our end-of-term celebration and AGM.

Forthcoming dates in July on Wednesdays
3rd 3:30–5:00 p.m. Café Session School years 8–10

3rd 7:00–8:30 p.m. Celebration Evening & AGM All welcome

3rd, 10th & 17th 7:00–8:30 p.m. Youth Club School years 5–8

We will then take our summer break until September, although we have lots of plans of things to do
behind the scenes to make the coming year even better.

50:50 Draw Winners

Congratulations to our June winners. The winning balls were

1st prize £35.00 Ball #23
2nd prize £10.00 Ball #15
3rd prize £5.00 Ball #8

More details can be found on our website.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee

KADS News
We are excited to announce that our 2020 pantomime will be ‘Cinderella’ based on the
much-loved fairy tale.

Our first performance will be on Friday 24th January, with all tickets at just £8. We’ll have
four further shows over that weekend, including three matinees. We will then perform the following
weekend from Thursday 30th January, ending with our final performance on Saturday 1st February.
Tickets after the first performance will be £10 adult, £8 concession and £30 for a family of four.

Tickets will go on sale on Sunday 1st September, so contact the Box Office on 01865 739025 or by
email  at  boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk.  Look  out  for  further  news  on  our  website  at
www.kenningtonads.co.uk or our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS.

Glass slippers optional!
— Sarah Ellner

23

http://www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS
http://www.kenningtonads.co.uk/
mailto:boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk
https://kenningtonyouthclub.com/


Kennington Scouts
Endeavour Cubs: Compass Challenge, Catapults, Camp & County Awards!

Since our last catch-up with you we’ve done so many different things that I’m
not really sure where to start! We visited our friends at Edith Court in April for lots of rounds of
bingo with homemade cake baked by one of the cubs and of course LOADS of Easter eggs!

We had a craft night where the cubs made cards, did some drawing and designed their own badges,
one of which was the Ruby Chief Scout Award which required the recipient to earn no less than all
of the other Chief Scout Awards (Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum, and Diamond), as well as the
Queen’s Scout Award. A tough challenge indeed!

Some of the cubs also put their newly acquired navigation skills into practice at the District Boot
and Compass Challenge where teams of cubs were let loose in  Bernwood Forest to use compass
bearings to find their way around the checkpoints and race towards the finish line. It was a fantastic
afternoon for the cubs and the leaders who were cheering them on at the tops of their lungs at the
checkpoints and the finish line.

Six of the cubs also summoned up all their nerve and spent a night in Debtors’ Tower at Oxford
Castle along with other cubs from around the District.  We had a private tour of the castle and
mound,  hearing  the  stories  of  our  local  history  and  making  up  a  few  of  our  own  over  hot
chocolates.

We also held our very own camp! Whenever we’ve asked the cubs what they like doing the most,
cooking, eating and camping are always near the top of the list, so we decided that we’d try running
our own camp and having the cubs cook the main meal. The cubs worked in teams to plan their

meals in advance, and when it came to the cooking a few were
surprised  that  they  did  actually  get  what  they  asked  for
(variations of pasta bolognaise), but were even more surprised
that they had extra items in their boxes (a few extra veggies!).
The leaders and parent helpers, who the cubs were also cooking
for,  were  all  so  impressed  with  the  cubs’ culinary  skills  that
some even had seconds! In-between tent-pitching and cooking,
the cubs found out how to make rope,  tie knots,  hitches, and
lashings,  and  later  used  their  new skills  to  design  and  build
catapults. For some cubs this was their first camp and there were
a  few  who  were  a  bit  nervous,  but  everyone  (cubs,  parent
helpers, and leaders) worked together to make sure the most fun
was had by everyone, and they all  left  with massive grins on
their  faces  having  had  a  great  time,  and  either  earning  or
completing over 70 badges between them during the 2 days!

We  have  also  had  three  cubs  earn  their  Chief  Scout  Silver
Awards  and  one  of  our  previous  cubs  attended  the  County

Awards to collect his certificate. This is the highest award a cub can achieve before they move on to
scouts and requires them to earn all 7 of the Challenge badges as well as at least 6 activity or staged
badges; all the cubs who achieved this top award have done this and more, and we are all very
proud of their achievement. Well done Cubs!

— Claire Rylatt, Assistant Cub Scout Leader – Endeavour Cubs

We now have young people on the waiting list for every section, (Beavers, Cubs and Scouts). While
it’s lovely to be popular, we’d like everyone to get the chance to challenge themselves and have fun
in the Scouting tradition. Adults—male, female, other, young or ancient, novice or wise, handy or
just willing, please get in touch to offer some time to get to know the kids in our community and
have fun yourself. Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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Kennington Good Neighbours

There are  many agencies now who offer  opportunities for those who
want  to  volunteer  in various  ways in  the community.  If  you wish to
volunteer within the Village, Kennington has a small group of volunteer
drivers who use their own cars to take those residents without cars to local hospitals, health centres,
hair dressers, and local amenities. Some volunteers are people who are willing to visit those who
are lonely or would like a bit of social company now and again.

If you would like to join us in doing this or could help in other ways e.g. shopping, gardening and
so on, please get in touch with me.

If you need transport, please ring Dilys Cale 01865 739774

If you need help or more information, please contact me.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk—Kennington’s very own community café

Our local history displays on 6th and 8th June were a great
success.  Thank  you  to  the  Kennington  Local  History
Society,  and  all  who  brought  along  their  own  photos  to
share. We were delighted to see so many new faces and look forward to welcoming you back to the
café.

Following  this  success,  the  Apple  Café  would  like  to  arrange  a  programme  of  events,  from
September onwards, on the days the café is open, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to

12:30 p.m.

This  is  a  community café,  which serves and helps  our
community, so, for instance, you might like to promote
and  demonstrate  various  skills  you  have,  or  join  with
others to hold a craft event, perhaps parents would like to
get together to swop children’s clothes or toys. We would
also  welcome  other  local  groups  who  may  wish  to
promote  their  own  activities  within  the  village.  We
welcome any suggestions you might have.

Space is limited, alongside our normal café activity, and
pre-booking  would  be  essential.  If  you  have  any
suggestions,  would  like  to  book a  date,  or  would  like
further information, please contact me on 01865 326691,
via Kennington Connected, or email
carolenewbigging@outlook.com

— Carole Newbigging

Apple Café, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk
St Swithun’s Church Hall, Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
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Vacancy for a Trustee—Village Hall Management Committee

There is a vacancy as a Trustee on the Management Committee as a Member of the Public

For more information contact the Secretary, Peter Biggs, on
01865 730353 or 07831 661365 or peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com

Creeping, crawling creatures
In  Rowan  Class we  have  been  thoroughly
enjoying  our  topic  ‘Creeping,  Crawling
Creatures.’ We started our topic by creating
3D bugs  using  a  variety  of  craft  materials.
Using our excellent observational  skills,  we
sketched  butterflies  and  beetles  and  gave
each  other  specific  feedback  to  improve
them.  We repeated  this  three  times and the
end results were impressive! We are looking forward to our residential trip to Hill End where we
will go bug-hunting, pond-dipping and building dens. In the evening we will have a campfire with
some enthusiastic singing, before falling fast asleep as soon as our teachers tell us to…

In  English,  we  have
been  reading  ‘The
Diary of a Killer Cat’
by  Anne  Fine.  We
loved  the  style  in
which  the  book  was
written,  especially
how  Tuffy always
made  excuses  for  his
bad behaviour.  So we
wrote  diaries  about
our  class  guinea  pig
escaping  from  her
cage  and  creating

chaos. We were very good at mimicking the style of the book, including hilarious adventures and
subsequent excuses.

In Science we have been learning about animals including humans. We’ve thought about what they
need to survive and how they change as they grow. It was fun discussing what we can do now
compared to when we were babies! In another lesson, we borrowed some Saplings children to
investigate if children get faster as they get older. It was important to make sure it was a fair test so
we made sure everyone ran the same distance and it was in the same place. We found that the
Year 2  children  were  mostly  faster  and  concluded  that  this  could  be  because  our  muscles  are
stronger, we’ve had more practise at running, and our legs are longer.

Open garden for Sobell House

Adrian Miles of 174 Poplar Grove, Kennington OX1 5QT
will open his garden in aid of Sobell House

Saturday 13th July, 2–4 p.m.

All are welcome
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming events

Wednesday 17th July: Evening garden visit to Green & Gorgeous Flower Farm. Little Stoke,
Wallingford OX10 6XA.

Transport  will  be by private  transport  departing from the Village Centre  car  park (or by other
pickup  arrangements)  at  6:15 p.m.  This  is  a  six-acre  working  flower  farm,  next  to  the  River
Thames.  Lots of flowers,  shrubs and vegetables.  Bookings can be made with the Treasurer on
730961. The cost is £10 per person and should be paid by 1st July. Places are limited to 40.

Saturday 10th August: Coach Outing to West Dean Garden & Chilli Festival, Chichester.

Nestled at the foot of the South Downs, West Dean Gardens in West Sussex is one of the greatest
restored gardens open to the public today. Visitors can explore a wide range of historic features on a
gentle  walk  around the  grounds.  From surreal  trees  to  the  restored  walled  garden,  West  Dean
Gardens proudly presents its rich creative and social heritage.

Our visit coincides with the Chilli Fiesta. The UK’s biggest chilli festival includes Latin music,
cookery and gardening demonstrations and tasting delicious chilli  foods. Various stalls  as well.
Included in The Telegraph's top 20 UK food festivals for 2018.

The all-inclusive cost is £28 per person and should be paid by 1st July. (Advance ticket discounts
apply.) Places can be booked with the treasurer on 730961. The coach will depart from Manor
Grove at 7:45 a.m., calling at bus stops through the village.

Remember there is no August Chronicle so this will be the last reminder for West Dean.

Looking ahead…

Annual Show of Flowers Fruit & Vegetables
Saturday 7th September in the Village Centre

Doors open at 2:15 p.m.

Also… handicraft, cookery, photography and children’s classes
Admission 50p; children under 16 free.

— Brian Peedell

Kennington Festival Group
The group for over 60s meets every other Monday afternoon from 2 to 4 p.m. in the Village Centre
for a social get-together. It’s somewhere to meet others and enjoy a cup of tea and cake. We also
play a game of Bingo and have a small raffle.

Our next meetings are on Mondays:

8th July

22nd July: Garden Party

5th August: Members’ lunch at 1 p.m. followed by usual meeting

2nd September

For those who have difficulties getting about we have volunteer drivers who would be only too
pleased to transport you. If you would like more information please contact me.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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3rd Kennington Brownies
SUPER BROWNIES! We had an industrious meeting as the girls made and decorated their own
capes and masks in an attempt to empower themselves to do ‘good work’. The Sixes were then
given a  scenario to  act  out  demonstrating how they would help the community in  picking up
rubbish, helping someone who has dropped their shopping, and so on. There was a moment when
all  Brownies  were charging around the hall—fists  and arms raised in  a  salute  to  being  ‘super
Brownies’! Of course, this neatly ties in with the Brownie Guide Law, ‘Lend a Hand’!

Being able to assist in giving first aid is an important role in which a Brownie can participate. It has
been  known that  children  have  saved  lives  because  they  have  had  some  basic  first  aid  skills
acquired from parents or at school. The girls learned about DR ABC: Danger, Responding, Airway,
Breathing & Checking (for bleeding). At the end of the evening, all the girls had a practical session
on how to achieve DR ABC. These are the kind of skills that never leave you.

Until the next issue, be sure to come along for a taster session or join our wonderful group of
Brownies. We’d love to see you!

— Eagle Owl

Brownies is open to all girls aged 7–10 years. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and
they can join at any time of the year. Please contact Brown Owl at angieaxe258@gmail.com.

Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: khcppg@gmail.com. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com

Prescriptions, results, technology

Please help us to help you. We are aware that issues with prescriptions are amongst the
common problems we are  all  facing.  To that  end,  we would  be  grateful  if  you can  choose  a
pharmacy where we can send your prescriptions to. This is where the technology comes in.

We can issue the prescription and it can be sent electronically to the chemist of your choice. It
usually takes a few minutes to show up on the system in the pharmacy, but this can take up to 30
minutes during busy times when there is increased traffic on the internet.

If you would like to try this, please contact the surgery so we can set the system up for you. This
will also be environmentally friendly—fewer paper prescriptions, save the trees and the planet. It
will reduce time as you will not need to collect the prescription from the surgery and then take it to
the pharmacy (also saves fuel).

Another way we are trying to use technology for mutual benefit is by sending text messages to your
mobile phone. By doing this we will be able to give you results directly, send you messages to book
appointments for blood tests, BP check and so on. It also goes without saying that this will make
things quicker and save time, money and energy.

To this end, we would like you to update your records. Please give us your mobile number and
please also indicate that we can contact you by text. The government is also exploring consultations
via email, so please also update us with this information.

We are grateful for your co-operation as we work together to improve communications and our
provision of healthcare.

If you are registered at Botley Medical Centre you will find the relevant forms in both Botley and
Kennington  over  the  next  couple  of  weeks,  or  even  better,  just  e-mail  us  at
botleymedicalcentre@nhs.net. If you are not registered at Botley Medical Centre, contact your own
surgery to update your details.

Thank you for your co-operation.
— Dr Mary Akinola
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.

39

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is  News  not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  name  and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial

CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.

Regular events
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton Village Centre Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Memory Club Methodist Church Monday and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Pickleball Village Centre Friday 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Table Tennis Youth Club Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public

July
Wed 3 2:15 p.m. Kennington WI Methodist Church
Fri 5 7:30 p.m. United Choirs: Songs from the Shows Methodist Church

Sat 6
10 a.m.–12 noon Kennington Cancer Fund: Summer Event Village Centre
7:30 p.m. United Choirs: Songs from the Shows Methodist Church

Mon 8
2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
2:30–3 p.m. Rhyme Time Library

Tue 9 10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
Wed 10 10:30 a.m. Service in the Lounge Edith Court
Thu 11 7:30 p.m. Parish Council meeting Village Centre
Sun 14 10:30 a.m. Action for Children Sunday Methodist Church

Tue 16
2:30 p.m. Ecumenical Fellowship Group 01865 739774
7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Wed 17
All day Horticultural Society Flower Farm visit Wallingford
11–11:30 a.m. Rhyme Time Library

Sun 21 10:30 a.m. St Swithun’s 5K Fun Run Forest Side
Mon 22 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Garden Party to be announced

August
Mon 5 12:30 p.m. Festival Group Lunch Village Centre
Tue 6 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre
Sat 10 All day Horticultural Society visit Chichester
Tue 13 10 a.m. Coffee Morning Methodist Church
Mon 19 1:30 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
Tue 20 2:30 p.m. Ecumenical Fellowship Group 01865 739774
Wed 21 10:30 p.m. Service in the Lounge Edith Court
Tue 27 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition

Join us again in September!

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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