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I hope that you have had a lovely summer – whether you were here at home or spending time away with family 

or with friends. September, for me, always feels like the start of a new season, not just with the coming of   

autumn, but also with the start of new school terms, returning to work after holidays and all sorts of groups 

and clubs beginning their activities again. It is a time, perhaps, when we have an opportunity to re-visit the 

patterns or rhythms of our days – working, resting and playing.  

I have a lovely little book which was given to me by a friend many years ago, called ‘Jesus’ Day Off’.  It is   

presented as a children’s book, with colourful pictures and a simple story line. But for all its simple presenta-

tion, it has a powerful message about the importance of rest. At the heart of the Christian faith is a God who 

creates but who also rested. Jesus took time away by himself in his ministry to be with his father and to pray 

and be refreshed.  

In the busy world many of us live in today with 24/7 news, social media and ‘phones which, if we let them,  
bleep incessantly at us and keep us in constant contact with the world, it can be hard to truly switch off; to truly 
take time to be quiet. Perhaps we can relate to the words of the poet William Henry Davies who wrote the fa-
mous line, ‘we have no time to stand and stare.’ Whatever our circumstances, finding that pattern can be a 
challenge, so I hope as we move into autumn that you are able to find time for rest and play as well as for 
work.  

Do join us for Messy Church on the 15th of September at St Swithun’s - a good opportunity to have some rest 

and some fun as we share breakfast and get creative with crafts – all welcome! 

- Rev Alison Mathew 

Services in September 

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30am 

Church website for more information and updates:  www.stswithunskenning.org 

Sunday 1st 9:30am Parish Communion 

Sunday 8th 9:30am 
6:00pm 
7:00pm 

Parish Communion 
Compline 
Refresh in Radley Church 

Sunday 15th 9:30am 
9:30am 

Messy Church in Church 
Morning Prayer in Church Hall 

Sunday 22nd 9:30am 
6:00pm 

Parish Communion 
Compline 

Sunday 28th 9:30am 
6:00pm 

Parish Communion 
Songs of Praise Venue (tbc) 
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Children ’s Church starts at 9:25am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our 

Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church). 

Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on the 15th September. The doors open for Messy Church 

at 9:30am and it usually finishes by about 11:00am. You can come and have breakfast – cereals, 
toast, croissants etc; and then feel free to wander round and see the activities or join in a discussion if you want to.  

This allows us to explore and learn more about our faith in a very relaxed way.  Why not come along, grab a 

cup of coffee and see how it works.  You would be very welcome. 

Morning Prayer:  For those who prefer a more traditional service come and enjoy this service in the Church Hall. You can 

also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been happening in Messy Church. 

Little Lambs is a group for pre-school children and their parents or carers. Every second and fourth Wednesdays in the 

month, in term time, in the church from 9:15am.  Come and enjoy cake, coffee and play.  All very welcome. 

Youth Group will be returning on the 15th September.  It is held in the Radley Church Room (for children aged 
7-11 and secondary school).   

Building work:  Work has started on the provision of  an accessible toilet in the vestry area and servery in the 

church. This may restrict the availability of parking in the next month. We hope that this does not cause too 

much inconvenience to hall and church users and that the improved facilities will be worth the disruption. 

The Church is open during the day, please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you  

would like to. There are resources in the prayer corner which we hope you may find useful. You are also      
welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds. 

The Choirs’ four concerts of Songs from the Shows in July proved to be very popular.  Excerpts from The 

Sound of Music, My Fair Lady ,Guys and Dolls, Fiddler on the Roof,  South Pacific, Phantom of the Opera, Me 

and My Girl, Chess, Carousel, Oklahoma and Les Misérables had everyone singing and our principals for the 

evening (lots of them!) were superb.  The choir was great.  It’s obviously something we must do again - in due 

time.  The total raised at the two Kennington concerts for the Nasio Trust, including Gift Aid, was £2,725.00. 

The Choirs resume after the summer break on Friday 13th September in the Methodist Church Hall at 

7:45pm.  They will be preparing Handel’s Messiah and The Yeomen of the Guard by Gilbert & Sullivan for 

concerts in November and December.  The Choirs are always looking for new singers.  If you would like to be 

part of a very happy group of people who really enjoy singing to a very high standard then come along on the 

13
th

 or visit the Choirs’ website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk, or contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. 

- Trevor Cowlett 

Did you know that Oxford Preservation Trust organises Oxford Open Doors?  Always the second weekend in 

September, this year’s celebration of Oxford across all walks of life, its places and its people, will be on 14th 

and 15th September.  Save the dates!  We couldn’t organise the event without the help of our fantastic team of 

volunteers.  If you can spare a morning or an afternoon to help us over the weekend, we’d love to hear from 

you.  

Oxford Open Doors is just one example of the vital work that OPT does to look after our fabulous city – see the 

blog on our website www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk for more information about our current priorities – none of 

which would be possible without our members and our donors and there’s never been a better time to join 

OPT.  If you are not yet an OPT member, it’s easy to join online http://bit.ly/2joinopt  or phone Stephen on 

01865 242918 for more information. 

- Rachel Sanderson  
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Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court) 

Services in September 

Minister: 

The Reverend Dr Stephen Maunder 

9 Ramsay Road 

Headington 

Oxford 

OX3 8AX 

Telephone: 

01865 763676 

stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk 

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’ 

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30am each Sunday unless specified otherwise.  Our services are 

led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite you to join us. 

Other Activities 

 

Midweek Worship will be held in the Lounge of Edith Court on Wednesday 18th September at 10:30am.  

There is a welcome to everyone to join the residents of Edith Court for this short, informal act of worship.. 

Coffee Morning will be on Tuesdays 10th September in the Methodist Church Hall from 10:00am onwards. 

Bring and Buy stalls available. Why not come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and new.  

You will be most welcome.  

Our October Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 8th October at 10:00am. The August Coffee Morning 

raised £77.30. 

Hiring a Room at the Church 

If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 

735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that 

currently the Church is not available on a Saturday. 

1st 10:30am Morning Worship will be led by Jane Lusty from Kidlington. 

8th 10:30am Our new special series of Sunday Worship for young and old called TOGETHER, led by our 

Minister the Reverend Dr Stephen Maunder . We especially want to welcome young families 

and their children. Come and explore! 

15th 10:30am Our Morning Worship will be led by the Reverend Jean King, one of our Circuit Supernumer-

ary Ministers. 

22nd 10:30am Today’s service is one of our Alternative Worship Sundays. It will be led by our own Minister 

the Reverend Dr Stephen Maunder. The Service will also include the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion. 

29th 10:30am Our Morning Worship today will be led by Joanna Tulloch from Headington. 
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●  Scarification        ● Top Dressing 

●  Hollow Tining     ● Removal Weeds 

●  Lawn Aeration    ● Moss Control 

●  Over Seeding      ●Professional Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO CONTRACT 
Contact Steve   01865331501 / 07894983801 

Email   cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com 
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Welcome to the September Chronicle!  I must first apologise for the misprinted page 11 in 

the July Chronicle with my last message.  The paragraph that was covered by the        

photograph urged more of our readers to contribute articles, so it is good to see some   

entries from new subscribers this month.  Thank you! 

I hope you have enjoyed the Summer with the good weather that we         

experienced for most of the holiday period.  Now we are back with the 

Chronicle and I would like to introduce our new producer, Sue King-Spear.  

Sue lives in Kennington and is well known to the KADS fraternity as one of their costume      

makers.  We are delighted to have Sue on board as part of the team as she takes on the layout 

of the Chronicle in preparation for printing.  This edition is her first. 

September brings new beginnings for many, and we wish those of our readers who are starting 

new schools, new classes, starting or returning to university or apprenticeships or new jobs,    

every success for the new academic year.  We look forward to bringing you information and 

news of interest for another eleven months. 

- Amena Sutton, Editor 

Kennington Amateur Dramatics Society (KADS) 

Auditions have taken place and rehearsals begin  

with excitement for our  

2020 pantomime Cinderella! 

See the information on page 9 in this issue for  

dates and ticket prices. 

The Box Office is open and waiting to take your booking! 

Did you know that hedgehogs travel around one mile every night through our parks and gardens in their quest 

to find enough food and a mate? 

We now know that one of the main reasons why hedgehogs are declining in Britain is because our fences and 

walls are becoming more and more secure, reducing the amount of land accessible to them. 

We can make hedgehogs’ lives a little easier by removing the barriers within our control – for example, by  

making holes in or under our garden fences and walls for them to pass through. 

At bighedgehogmap.org, there’s an online map for recording sightings of 

hedgehogs and also recording    places where people have made hedgehog 

holes in their fences.  At present, there are just three hedgehog holes recorded 

on the map for Kennington, but I know we can make that number a lot bigger! 

If you’ve already made a hedgehog hole in your fence, please go to    

bighedgehogmap.org and record it. 

If you’ve not yet made a hole, create one! 13cmx13cm is big enough, and you 

can even get a nifty “Hedgehog Highway” sign for it if you like.  The website has more details on how you can 

make a hedgehog hole, plus other things you can do. 

Let’s put Kennington on the Hedgehog Map and make a real difference to local wildlife! 

- Sam Partington, Fairways, Kennington 
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The 24th of September will be the first anniversary of our opening, and we want to thank the people of        

Kennington for all their goodwill and help in enabling the club to open and become established as the local 

day centre for people living with dementia. We will hold birthday celebrations in the Methodist Church for 

members, carers and friends on Monday 23rd and Thursday 26th September from 2:00-3:30pm. We are also 

planning a celebration with a meal on the evening of Saturday 19th October in St Swithun's Church Hall: look 

out for details in next month's Chronicle.      

We are delighted that on 2nd July, Julie Barrett joined our staff team to work alongside Helen Little (Organiser) 

and Kathryn Baggott (Deputy Organiser) in running the sessions and caring for our members.  Assisted by our 

wonderful team of dedicated volunteers, they are able to provide a welcoming, happy and stimulating          

environment with high levels of individual support when members need it. Thank you all. 

On Saturday 27th June, Kathryn Baggott organised cream teas for sale in St Swithun's Church Hall. Every-

thing, including fantastic cakes, was home-made, and despite the rain, it was a very enjoyable social occasion 

which raised £275. Thank you, Kathryn and her helpers. On the fundraising front, Helen Little and Chris Foster 

plan to go to a car boot sale in August and we will have a tin collection in Abingdon marketplace on Saturday 

28th September from 9:00am to midday. Please let Chris know if you would be willing to do a turn with a tin in 

Abingdon (01865 300345). 

We have a few vacancies for new members, so if you would like to find out more about the club, please phone 

Helen on 07852 883496 (answerphone available) or visit our website at www,kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk 

or email us at kenningtonmc.info@gmail.com. 

We are still looking for volunteers to fill gaps in the rota for helpers, especially to cover lunchtimes. If you 

would like to find out more, please telephone Helen on 07852 883496. 

- Margaret Newton 

Oxfam is to open its first ever superstore in Oxford this summer – raising vital funds to support its life saving 

work fighting poverty around the world, and they are looking for volunteers to help support this exciting and 

unique project. 

The Oxford based international organisation has transformed a 14,500ft² unit on the Oxford Business Park 

North in Cowley into a destination shopping experience, which will double as a vibrant community space and 

include an on-site café, housed in an Oxfam water tank. 

The ambitious new venture offers a wide variety of volunteering roles for the local community and we'd love to 

hear from anyone who is looking to improve their CV, develop new skills, meet new people or simply helping 

Oxfam to save and improve lives throughout the world. 

Community groups and social enterprises will be able to use the dedicated meeting spaces, while interactive 

workshops, activities and talks will take place regularly in-store. Free parking will also be available and a drive 

through donation point will make it as quick and easy as possible for people to drop off their pre-loved items.   

In 2017/18, Oxfam GB helped more people than ever, reaching 14 million people. Oxfam provides life-saving 

supplies to people hit by the world’s worst conflicts and natural disasters as well as helping communities 

around the world get clean water, grow food and campaign for change. The new Oxfam superstore will raise 

valuable funds to help support this work. 

Volunteer roles at the superstore will include anything from customer service and visual merchandising to  

photographing and selling items on the online shop to stockroom management.  So, if you could spare a few 

hours and if you'd like to get involved in this fantastic new project please contact Volunteer Resourcing     

Manager Matt Croxall on 07920 296519 or email mcroxall1@oxfam.org.uk. 

- Matt Croxall on 07920 296519 or email mcroxall1@oxfam.org.uk 
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Update on Village Green Application 

The County Council have decided that the Radley Large Wood Village Green application will be decided on 

by a non-statutory public enquiry.   This will be held locally, over a period of up to three days, at some time 

between 7th October and 20th December.   

Once the date and venue have been fixed, I will be contacting some of those witnesses, who said they would 

be willing to give evidence in person, to check on your availability. Thank you for your continued support.  

- Chris Henderson 

I live in your average 2-up, 2-down suburban house: semi-detached, not very old, needing a lick of paint here 

and there, with a back garden that always seems to need a bit of TLC.  

I always like to welcome visitors who might want to come and explore our friendly Kennington village and     

Oxford itself, that city of Matthew Arnold’s “dreaming spires”.  But I also have visitors of a very different kind!  I 
was suddenly made aware of this rather surprising fact when I looked up in my bedroom recently and saw a 

large-ish spider happily sleeping on the ceiling.  As I glanced further around, there was another one, also   

zizzing away peacefully.  Once upon a time, if I’d encountered one of these mini-beasts I’d have been horrified 

and felt obliged to get rid of it straightaway by unmentionable means.  These days I’m a tad more enlightened 

and possessed of a bit more courage!   

So, I looked up at my two spider lodgers and cheerfully reassured them that they could stay for a couple more 

days before I’d trap them and carefully pop them out into the garden.  I must confess at this point that I do still 

have problems, dealing with – I wonder if you’ve guessed what I’m going to say – those very big, round, very 
black, hairy things that seem to appear from absolutely nowhere, scrabble and race over the carpet, and      

disappear behind the bookcase or wardrobe.  Will they crawl out again in the middle of the night?  Will they     

re-appear tomorrow?  Or, even worse, will they have baby spiderlings that will continue to lurk in my house, 

grow bigger and fatter, then suddenly reappear (ugh!) to ruin my day? 

Not only do I have my upstairs lodgers!  My house seems to offer hospitality to considerable numbers of 

clothes moths that nestle by the skirting boards, on the walls, high up on the coving, in the wardrobes.  I’m   

always in two minds about these visitors.  I feel really bad about swatting them but on the other hand they 

seem to multiply pretty quickly, and I resent the big holes that keep appearing in my woolies and in my carpet 
which they clearly love munching through.  I wonder what action Chronicle readers would take about these 

pesky invaders! 

I often get snail trails wandering around my carpet near the patio windows.  Quite where the snails live, where 

they come from, where they go, how they get in – all this is beyond me.  I simply can’t work it out so I let these 

nocturnal beings carry on with their slime-y adventures and just shrug my shoulders in amazement.         

Sometimes these little fellows have crept up my patio windows leaving long glistening sticky evidence of their 

nightly travels.  Like me, you’ve probably seen their trails high up on exterior house walls and wonder how 

many long minutes or hours it takes them to climb so high.  I often think it must be jolly painful for their poor 
little muscle-y foot to toil away on those rough bricks. 

I don’t mind all the tiny woodlice that run across my kitchen tiles.  In fact, I find them quite interesting (some 

have two pairs of lungs, some seven, and some none at all!) especially when you pick one up and it tickles the 

palm of your hand as it curls up into a ball.  They seem so light and fragile, yet they must be a very tasty snack 

for a hungry garden bird, shrew or fox.  Apparently, Hugh Fearnley Whittingstall once demonstrated woodlice 

fritters on TV!!  Well, some people can’t get enough of deep-fried locusts, fresh green ants (with the head     

removed!), crickets and mealworms.  How about you?! 

- Sophia Welsh 
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www.oxfordplumbingandheating.co.uk 

Tel. 01865 739657 (Answerphone / 

Fax) 

D.E.R. LONG & SON 
BUILDERS & DECORATORS 

EST 1972 

18 SANDLEIGH ROAD 

DRY SANDFORD 

NR. ABINGDON    OX13 6DP 

TEL. 01865 739657 OR 01865 327308 

MOB. 07860 866329 OR 07715 377894 

E-MAIL m.long565@btinternet.com 

* GROUNDWORKS  * EXTENSIONS 

* ROOFING   * BRICKWORK 

* PLASTERING AND RENDERING 

* CARPENTRY 

* INTERNAL  DECORATION 

* EXTERNAL DECORATION 

*ALL ROUTINE MAINTENANCE 

ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

FREE CONSULTATION GIVEN 

01865 767522    
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Homeshare Oxford carefully matches older people who are looking for help or      

companionship at home (the Householder), with another person (the Sharer) who 

needs affordable accommodation and is willing to lend a hand.   In return for the    

accommodation the Sharer gives the Householder up to 10 hours of their time each 

week combining companionship and practical help. 

Each Homeshare match is individual and carefully agreed.  It may include some cooking and light housework, 

help with computers and technology, maybe some shopping or gardening, spending time together over a meal 

or cup of tea as well as occasional trips out. The reassuring presence of another person in the house over-

night is often an important factor for the Householder. A Homeshare match does not involve any personal 

care. 

This is what people currently Homesharing have to say: 

“I thought it was such a clever idea because, first of all, it is nice to 

have a little bit of company. Second, there were some things I couldn’t 

do in the house, things that were getting difficult, and the third thing 

was giving someone a lower price in rent.  It really has been a tremen-

dous success”.  (Householder) 

“Homesharing for me has been great.  I think it’s wonderful for people 

who are alone or in a position like I have been to know there is a scheme like this”.  (Householder) 

 “When you’re on your own, not working any more, and your family isn’t around, it’s lovely to come in and for 

somebody to say, ‘How was your day?’ Additionally, having someone who could drive was a great boon, as I 

had to stop driving just before I was 90 and I miss it so much”. (Householder) 

“I am sharing with a remarkable lady to whom I feel an immense gratitude for inviting me into her home       

welcoming me into her family, and trusting me in her space. In return I hope that I am proactive, helpful and  

compassionate – and enhance her life and home as she and her home have enhanced mine. I would recom-

mend everyone to consider Homeshare as an alternative way of living. (Sharer) 

To find out more about Homeshare please take a look at our  webpage www.homeshareoxford.org.uk and 

then email us at Homeshare@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or call us on 01865 410670.   We are on Facebook 

and Twitter too.  

Sadly we are approaching our last two events. We shall be in the County Hall, Oxford for the "Open Door" 

weekend of 14th and 15th September selling our homemade cakes, rolls, sandwiches, tea and coffee. We 

look forward to seeing "friends" old and new. Lewis Hamilton has given us a signed cap and photograph 

which we shall be raffling during the weekend. £1 for a strip of 5 tickets. If you are unable to be with us and 

would like to partake in the raffle, I will have tickets for sale before the day.  

The shoe sale will be on Saturday 5th October 10:00am-12noon in the Village Centre. Ladies this will be your 

last time to "Bag a Bargain".  All shoes will be £5 a pair.   

- Pearl Livett 01865 735851 
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At our last meeting before the holidays, we had two prospective Brownies come and join us for a taster       

session.  We were all in party mode and held two raffles for exciting prizes, sweetie bags to take home and 
decorated party bags to put all the loot in. Biscuits and juice rounded up the evening with favourite games   

being played. 

September is the perfect time for girls to join Brownies as we start out by giving the girls a selection of         
activities to choose from for the next term.  It is totally their decision about what they want to achieve with the 

Leaders.   

Brownie Camp!  We are looking at a winter camp sometime in November as Jubilee House is so popular that 
we were unable to book before the summer holidays.  Winter camp will be doubly exciting as the girls will 

learn how to strike a match safely and they are very keen to cook their own meals over an open fire – under 

strict supervision, of course! Hot chocolate around a cosy fire and campfire songs will be the highlight of the 

evening.  I envision lots of Christmas crafts being made and festive glitter always features highly. We shall be 

making more detailed plans soon. 

So, until our first meeting, remember the Brownie Law – Lend a Hand!  Try and do a good deed every day. And 

remember, we are very happy to receive girls into the Pack at any time of the year.  Brownies is open to all 
girls aged 7-10 yrs.  We currently have spaces for more girls to join and they can join at any time of the year. 
Please contact Brown Owl at: angieaxe258@gmail.com 

- Eagle Owl 

The highlight of the summer holidays was our camp at Foxlease in the New Forest with other 

Guides and Rangers from the Abingdon area.  We visited Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour 
(the venue for the first ever Scout camp in 1907) kayaked, canoed, abseiled, went swimming, 

cooked pizza in cardboard box ovens, had a campfire, slept out under the stars and played 

many games of rounders! 

We are looking forward to the Autumn term which will include scuba diving, 
testing water samples for the Saving Oxford's Wetland Wildlife project and 

completing the Amey Engineering Challenge. 

Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please 
contact Jo on 07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.  

More information, including opportunities for girls outside of our age 
range, can be found on our website: www.kenningtonguides.org.uk 

 
- Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader  

kenningtonguides@hotmail.com / website: www.kenningtonguides.org.uk 

Very sadly Kennington Cricket Club folded this summer. We have struggled to recruit players for 

the last couple of seasons and this year we had just seven members available, which made it   
impossible to field a team each week. 

There has been a cricket club in the village for over 60 years and many children and adults have 
played a part in its long success. Many, many volunteers have given their time and skills to the 

club - coaching, organising, maintaining the grounds, fundraising – pretty much everything that a club needs - 

and we owe them all a big thank you! Thank you too to the Parish Council who have always been very       

supportive of the Club. 

We hope that someone will come along and re-start the club. It takes a dedicated few to get things going and 
though it can be hard work it is very rewarding. If you are interested, please contact the Parish Council. 

- Norm Robins 
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… from a Guiding Perspective 

Eileen will be remembered by many people in this village. She lived 

with her husband Jack and children, Janette, Alison and Richard in 

‘Riverview’ next to the Tandem.  Eileen spent much of her time      

involving herself in the local community with numerous projects and a 

large part of her life was her involvement with the Guiding Movement 

and leading 2nd Kennington Brownie pack.  

In 1963 Nina Horwood, a friend of Eileen’s, asked her to help with a 

Brownie meeting and at the end of the meeting introduced Eileen as 

their new Brown Owl.  It all started from there and she spent 26 years 

as the Brownie Guider. 

Every year Eileen took the Brownies on Pack holiday, including all her 

family. (Jack and Richard were the only boy Brownies). They were the 

first pack to use Jubilee House near Beckley, when it opened in 1975.  

Eileen encouraged the Brownies to support the Kennington Festival 

and always contributed a float to their  parades. Sometimes it was 

difficult to find a suitable vehicle, but in 1976 she dressed a handcart 

to look like a shoe-house – with a proper thatched roof of course – and 

walked with the Brownies behind, keeping them in line with a long 

stick, being the ‘Old Woman who lived in a Shoe’ herself!   

The Brownies also got involved with Kennington Overseas Aid Week, and for years practised their shoe  

cleaning skills outside the Village Hall to raise money for each year’s project. For over 20 years Eileen’s 

Brownies could be seen at the John Radcliffe Hospital decorating the Christmas Tree with their tinsel and 

homemade decorations to brighten up the visitors’ area. 

Eileen was always involved in a project for charity, especially collecting milk bottle tops, plastic cartons, foil, to 

raise money. In the early 1970s there was a photograph in the Oxford Mail showing 2nd Kennington Brownies 

sitting on a pile of newspapers they had collected all grinning from ear to ear.  Eileen ran the Brownies for over 

30 years.  She found it so rewarding seeing young girls getting so much enjoyment from an organisation that 

she put so much into. 

Eileen later joined the Trefoil Guild where she was an active member up until the last couple of years, before a 

decline in her mobility. During her time with the Guiding Movement she had visited 3 of the 5 Association of 

Girl Guides & Scouts Centres of the world: Pax Lodge in London, Sangam in India and Our Chalet in         

Switzerland. Eileen recalled many happy memories in these Centres, hiking up mountains and watching the 

sunrise and seeing the newly laid snow in Switzerland, visiting the Taj Mahal, playing games and making 

crafts with local Brownies and Guides. 

In the words of her children, ‘Eileen was a truly remarkable lady in many ways.  She spent most of her life 

helping and caring for other people. She was a happy person, full of life and leaves lasting memories for    

everyone she met’. 

- Margaret Biggs, Thames District President and Friend 
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We last met in June when we had a talk by John Beaumont entitled “Wireless War Secrets”.    By all accounts 

it was well received.  In September we are looking forward to a talk on “Radley College Archives” by Clare 

Sargent.   All talks start at 7:45pm on the third Monday of the month in the Methodist Church off Upper Road.  

There is free tea and coffee afterwards, but donations are welcome.  Non-members are charged £2.50 each.   

- Bob Johnston 

You could have thought it would be an easy ride, a stroll through the park.  No demanding long movements as 

in, say, the Brahms’ German Requiem (performed 2018), no complex harmonies – think of Beethoven’s Mount 

of Olives (2010),  no incredibly difficult solos (Handel’s Messiah, sung almost every year), no pages of lyrics to 

learn that will unfailingly bring smiles and laughter to the faces of the audience (Gilbert & Sullivan’s many, 

many performances).  Yet the Kennington and District United Church Choirs, under the baton of Mr. Trevor 

Cowlett MBE, their founder and musical inspiration, achieved an outstanding evening of entertainment and 

pleasure in their July renditions of Songs from the Shows.  Their innate sensitivity to the moods of the songs 

and the quality of their singing never failed;  in fact, I’m not sure who enjoyed the evenings the most – the 

members of the Choir or the very happy audience!  Plus, being able to hear and understand the words of the 

songs clearly and without effort was a real bonus in this day and age! 

It was possibly the first time that the Choir had undertaken a production given over to a medley of popular 

songs.  The evening began with several jazzy songs about life on Broadway, which immediately got           

everybody’s feet tapping and keeping time.  Rogers and Hammerstein’s The Sound of Music was next, and in 

Climb Every Mountain the Choir really let themselves go and enjoyed every bar and every beat.  This was  

followed by My Fair Lady (quick bit of costume change here by the ladies of the Choir!) and Guys and Dolls, 

the latter having some extremely busy piano accompaniment courtesy of the skilled accompanist,                         

Mr Hugh Morgan.  There were some well-known songs from South Pacific (eg Some Enchanted Evening),  

and here many of the audience were tempted to join in – indeed,   they were actively encouraged to do so in 

any of the songs during the evening - whenever they felt brave enough!  Part 1 of the concert ended with my 

own personal favourite, Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of the Opera.  It’s a beautifully written musical with 

lovely harmonies and musical colours and the Choir brought out all these qualities especially in the lyrical part 

songs. 

The audience were treated to a similar box of tasty goodies in the second part of the evening with excerpts 

from Me and My Girl, Chess (heart-warming soprano duet in “I know him so well”), Carousel (“You’ll Never 

Walk Alone” showed the Choir’s voices at their best) and several other popular musicals.  At one point a long 

solo for male voice, in “My Boy Bill”, received a well-deserved, rapturous applause from all listening for its mix 

of humour, pathos and fatherly love.  The entertainment closed with Les Misérables, introduced by the      

compère as possibly “the greatest musical of all time”.  The music was full of exciting upbeat changes of mood 

and texture that seemed to demand and challenge the attention of the audience, and the poignant unusual 

“Castle on a Cloud” – with its aspirational line of “where no-one cries” – was the perfect way to bring the     

evening to an end. 

A pleasing amount of money was raised for the Nasio Trust, just one of the many charities across the world 

that have been supported by this amazing Choir and their founder Conductor, Mr Trevor Cowlett, MBE. 

- Review by a member of the audience, SW  
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For our summer outing this year we were treated to a wonderful afternoon tea in the 
garden at the home of John and June Maine.  Despite a heavy shower of rain at lunch 
time, we were very fortunate with the weather, although the wind could have been a bit 
kinder to us!  We were able to tour round their lovely garden at our leisure.  There are 
lots of different plants, shrubs and roses all round and John was able to answer any questions we had. 

Home-made lemonade was handed round when we arrived and all the members wore a summer hat, which 
made the occasion look very festive and summery.  We were able to sit comfortably under gazebos or the    
apple trees. 

John and June and two of their friends then served us all.  We were treated to lots of very tasty sandwiches, 
scones with home-made jam and cream, followed by a lovely choice of cakes (again, all made by June). 

Everyone was invited to purchase some raffle tickets for a range of prizes and there was also a table with 
home-made preserves, aprons, bags and plants etc available for sale.  The proceeds from these will be given 
to the Kennington Youth Club for their funds. 

We all had a lovely, relaxed time that afternoon and can’t thank John and June enough for their kindness.  
(We were all able to take home a ‘doggie’ bag). 

Our next meeting on Wednesday 4th September is a talk by Dr Samuel Franzen who has a collection of 
masks, carvings and other artefacts from Africa, Asia and Latin America.  Why not join us at 2:15pm at     
Kennington Methodist Church?  You will be most welcome. 

A NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY 

On Tuesday 15th October we are holding our Fundraising Coffee morning from 10:30am to 12noon in the 
Methodist Church.  Please come and support us.  

- Jean Holt, Secretary 

 
Kennington Women’s Institute invite you to a 

COFFEE MORNING 

TUESDAY 15th OCTOBER 

10:30am – 12 noon 

Methodist Church, Upper Road 

Tea/coffee and cake £1.50 

RAFFLE - SALES TABLE 

ALL VERY WELCOME  

A J PITTER 

BRICKWORK & 

STONEMASONARY 

SPECIALIST 

7 Grundy Crescent 

Kennington, Oxford 

OX1 5PS 

Tel/Fax: 01865 735775 

Mob: 07810 740249 
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Treat yourselves to the holiday  

of a lifetime. Enjoy FLORIDA  

from our private villa. 
 

●  Close to DISNEY & golf courses 

●  4 double bedrooms, 3 bathrooms 

●  Own south facing pool & covered patio 

●  Free Wi-Fi connection 

●  Rent the villa from £495 per week 
 

Ring Vicki or Mike on 01865 390125 

Or email vicki.jack702@gmail.com 

TEL: 01235 534710  MOB : 07795 682844 

E.MAIL jonkogel@btinternet.com 

WEB: www.jkgardenmaintenance.com 
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All aspects of tree work & hedge cutting 

Qualified, Experienced, Professional 

£5m Public liability insurance 

Reliable & friendly service 

All work to BS 3998 standard 

All waste recycled 

~ Kennington Based ~ 

 call Richard for advice 

And a free competitive quote 

01865 717817 ~ 07899 040178 

www.oxfordtreesurgeons.co.uk 
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Why not start the month by coming to a FREE event at the Library? 

On Wednesday 4th September our Coffee Talks resume with  

Decca Warrington talking about her history of the Eleanor Crosses, Edward 

1’s memorials to his Queen.  You may have seen one of them at King’s Cross Station or on 

travels through Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire. Do join us.  Coffee will be served from 

10:30am and the talk will begin at 11:00am. 

 

 

 

The 2019 Summer Reading Challenge, continues to  

14th September 

200 of you have registered for the Challenge but 

not everyone has  completed it yet! If you haven’t 

please do so by 13th September.   Return your 

books as soon as possible and bring your Mission 

Folder.  THEN you will receive an invitation to our Moon Landing Party at 

which your certificate and medal will be presented.  Congratulations to 

all those who have already finished and hurry up the rest... 

Adults, enter the free prize draw by 9th September to have a chance of 

winning a prize. 

Saturday 14th September:  The Moon Landing Party from 10:30am to 

12noon. 

If you would like to, please come along in space-themed fancy dress 

and please bring a plate of food to share. 

You will be presented with your certificate and medal at the party! 

Other FREE events for those under school age resume with the usual pattern: 

Monday 9th September:  Rhyme Time 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Wednesday 18th September:  Story Time 11:00 - 11:30am 

For latest information see:  www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk  

or follow us on Facebook:  https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/ 

 

 

 

 

Chair Pamela Allen chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

Secretary Helen Hurrell secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

Treasurer Hugh Fleming treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 1179939 

Our next fundraising event will be: 

Monday 14th October at 7:30pm  

in St Swithun’s Church Hall 

A talk by Mark Damazer entitled 

Life as Controller of BBC Radio 4” 

Followed by cheese and wine. 

Tickets priced at £12 each are available from the  

Library or from 

chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
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Universal Credit has well and truly arrived - but now scammers are using 

the benefit as a pivotal part of a new sting to target vulnerable people.     

Citizens Advice says scammers are offering loans to their victims and then 

using their personal banking details to apply for Universal Credit in their 

names. 

The scam is usually carried out by telephone, so do not accept a loan if you have been contacted by cold 

calling. If you are contacted in this way, just hang up. In general, personal details should not be divulged on 

the telephone or in an email. 

The Universal Credit scam is also being carried out in public places. As victims leave job centres and pubs, 

they are approached by smartly dressed people claiming to be from the Department of Work and Pensions, 

who then offer "government loans". Instead, the victim is signed up for Universal Credit. The scammers then 

apply for an advance payment of the benefit. This payment goes to the victim's bank account but the      

scammers then charge a huge fee, around 50 percent, for this unnecessary "service". 

Citizens Advice has its own free service to help those applying for Universal Credit for the first time. "Help to 

Claim" is available over the telephone, face to face, and online through “webchat” and Internet content.  The 

national Freephone number for Help to Claim is 0800 144 8444. Telephone and webchat services are     

available from 8:00am to 6:00pm (Monday-Friday). 

For any other issues you might need help with, telephone Citizens Advice Adviceline on 03 444 111 444 or 

come and see us in person. For locations of offices and opening hours see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/

oxfordshire-south-vale. 

 

 

The BBC is planning to start charging over 75s for their TV licences unless they receive Pension Credit.   

Pension Credit is a benefit for people on low incomes who have reached the state retirement age.   

Currently, those aged 75 or older receive free TV licences which cover them and anyone else they live with. 

However, as from June 2020 over 75s will be means-tested for the free licence. It is thought that more than 

three million people will no longer be eligible to receive it. But if you can provide evidence that you get      

Pension Credit, you can continue to receive a free TV licence. Over a million people who qualify for Pension 

Credit aren't claiming it, the government says, so it's worth checking your eligibility. 

Call the Pension Credit claim line on 0800 991 234, Monday to Friday 8.00am to 6.00pm to find out about 

your entitlement. Alternatively visit https://www.gov.uk/pension-credit.  You'll need to quote your National  

Insurance number and be able to give details of your savings and pensions, as well as the account into which 

you want your Pension Credit paid. 

If you live in a care home or sheltered housing you can get an Accommodation for Residential Care licence 

which costs £7.50. You only need this if you watch TV in your own separate accommodation.  

If you need help understanding this change, telephone Citizens Advice Adviceline on 03 444 111 444 or 

come and see us in person.  

For locations of offices and opening hours visit https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-

vale.  
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What goes on at the Kennington Youth Club? 

Please see this month’s Chronicle front cover for some of the things we get up to.  
We run two different club sessions as below.  There is more information about both 
the youth café and the youth club on our website: https://kenningtonyouthclub.com/ 
or if you have any specific questions please do send us an email on: youthclubken-
nington@gmail.com and we’ll get in touch. 

Youth Club Café  

School Years 8-10 
***We are now extending to 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the Month from 3:30 – 5:00 pm*** 

Anyone in school years 8 – 10 is welcome. You don’t need to book in advance, just turn up. The session costs 
£2.50 and includes hot drinks or squash, toast and a cake/biscuit. There is no annual membership fee, but we 
do ask young people who want to come to become members, so we have emergency contact details etc.  
Forms can be emailed in advance by contacting our secretary on members.kyc@gmail.com or we can supply 
them when you first turn up.  

Youth Club 

School Years 5-8 

Term Time Wednesdays 7:00 – 8:30pm 

This is open to anyone in school years 5-8. Anyone interested in joining or finding out more please contact 
our secretary by emailing members.kyc@gmail.com . We will assign spaces on a first-come-first-served basis 
after our cut-off for our existing members to let us know if they want to return. If there are not spaces at the 
time, we will put you on the waiting list. Each regular session is £2 (trips may vary) plus an annual member-
ship fee of £10 but we do offer a free initial session so young people can try before deciding if they’d like to 
join.  

Upcoming Club Dates  
What have we been doing over the summer? 

We’ve been on a break over the summer but have been busy behind the scenes doing work in the club in par-

ticular around a kitchen refit including a new range cooker.  More on that in the next issue.  

Just looking back for a minute, thank you to those who attended our AGM and congratulations to our competi-
tion winners last term - Leon, Sam and the darts winner (whose name is withheld under GDPR). 
 
50-50 Draw Winners 
 
Congratulations to our July and August winners.  The winning ball were: 
More details including the form to join can be found on our website 

https://kenningtonyouthclub.com under Support Us > 50:50 Draw 
 

- Kennington Youth Club Management Committee 

4th September Youth Club Café 3:30 - 5:00pm (School Years 8-10) 

11th September Youth Club  7:00 - 8:30pm (School Years 5-8) 

18th September Youth Club Café 3:30 - 5:00pm (School Years 8-10) 

18th September Youth Club  7:00 - 8:30pm (School Years 5-8) 

25th September Youth Club  7:00 - 8:30pm (School Years 5-8) 

1st Prize   £35.00  Ball #41 (both July and August) 

2nd Prize  £10.00  Ball #39 (July) and #37 (August) 

3rd Prize  £  5.00  Ball #57 (July) and #3 (August) 

mailto:members.kyc@gmail.com
mailto:members.kyc@gmail.com
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I should like to thank all my friends and neighbours in Kennington who have supported me with their love and 

kindness during the weeks following Pete’s sudden death on Tuesday 18th June.  Your flowers, cards,      

messages, visits and attendance at the funeral have been a huge help and are greatly appreciated by me and 

by the whole family.   

Thank you all 

Maggie 

Wednesday 16th October 2019 in the Village Centre at 7:30pm.  The first of our autumn events welcomes the 

return of Chris Ward, a regular speaker who will give a presentation “Undiscovered Norfolk”. 

Members £2.00 and non-members £3.00 each.  Refreshments are complimentary. 

Wednesday 20th November 2019:  AGM followed by a presentation from Darren Lerigo, who has presented in 

the past.  His title “Water: what happens when too much or too little”. 

Members £2.00 and non-members £3.00 each.  Refreshments are complimentary. 

- Brian Peedell 

Annual Show of Flowers Fruit & Vegetables 

Saturday 7th September 2019 in the Village Centre 

Doors open at 2:15pm 

Also: handicraft, cookery, photography and children’s classes 

Admission 50p; children under 16 free 

Stay Well this Winter! 

The Botley and Kennington Patient Participation Group will host a talk by Age UK Oxfordshire’s Mandy    

Richens and Ruth Swift on 11th September 2019 at 7:30pm at Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Road, 

Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG.   All patients of Botley Medical Centre and Kennington Health Centre are     

welcome. 

Cold weather can be a worry in later life. As we get older, our bodies respond differently to the cold and this 

can leave us more vulnerable. Keeping warm both inside and outside your home can help reduce your risk of 

serious health problems which are more common in the colder months, such as chest infections, heart attacks 

and strokes. 

The talk will include: 

• Advice for people of all ages on keeping well through the winter months 

• Tips and timings for preparing for cold weather, including heating, things to do in the home, and health 

care 

• Where to get further advice from a range of organisations 

• A Question and Answer session. 

Who are we? The Botley and Kennington Patient Participation Group consists of volunteers who are           

registered patients of the Botley Medical Centre and Kennington Health Centre. 

Our main aims are: to promote the well-being of patients and to facilitate positive and effective two-way    

communication between the practice and its patients. 

- Grant Nightingale on behalf of the PPG 
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CLIVE BRANDRAM 

Our highly experienced builders provide 
quality craftsmanship  with 100% customer   
satisfaction. Our passion for helping clients  
achieve their short- and long-term goals.  
 Services we provide : 
 Plumbing 
 Extensions 
 Garage / Loft Conversions 
 Bathroom / Kitchen Installations 
 House Refurbishment / Repairs 
 All types of Roofing 
 Driveways / Porches 
 

 Please call Tim on 07462971475 
 Kmbuildersoxford.co.uk   

GARDEN RESCUE 
FENCING, LAWN MAINTENANCE & TURFING 

PAVING & PATIOS 
ALL ASPECTS OF GARDENING & LANDSCAPING 

COVERED BY OUR FULLY TRAINED,  
INSURED PROFESSIONALS 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
CALL A.M.NEWMAN ON 01865 739621 OR 07901 826455 

johnlydondecorating@gmail.com 
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ADKINS REMOVALS 

Careful Personal Service  -  Competitive Rates & Free Quotations 

Full Insurance  -  Full & Part packing Service 

Single Items  - Flats & Bedsits Welcome  - House Clearances 

         LOCAL REMOVALS                     DOMESTIC & OFFICE REMOVALS 

& UK COVERAGE                                   & PIANO REMOVALS 

01865 599720    www.adkinsremovals.co.uk 

Mob: 07860 500135    m.adkins@tiscali.co.uk 
43 Kennington Road, Oxford OX1 5PB 

     APT HARDLANDSCAPING 

 Paving / Patios             Fencing   
 Sleeper Beds                Top Soil 
 Turfing                         Stone Walling 
 Brickwork                    Driveways 

Contact Andy  07887 778784 
andypthomas@hotmail.co.uk 



                                                         35 

 

www.kenningtonchonicle.org.uk 

This Group, for over 60s, meet every other Monday afternoon from 2:00pm to 4:00pm in the Village Centre for 

a social get together, somewhere to meet others and enjoy a cup of tea and cake. We also play a game of 

Bingo and have a small raffle. 

All are welcome so please do pop in to see if you would like to join us. 

Our next meetings are on: 

2nd September  

16th September  

30th September  

14th October - Members’ lunch at 1:00pm followed by usual meeting 

For those who have difficulties getting about we have volunteer drivers who would be only too pleased to 
transport you.   If you would like more information please contact me on:  

 - Margaret Biggs  - 01865 730353 or 07540755711 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com 

Last year FOSS hosted two new events – the Kennstock music festival and the St Swithun's 5k Fun Run in 

Bagley Wood. These events, along with the discos, May Fair, raffles, and Christmas Market helped to raise in 

excess of £17,000 for the School. This is a fantastic amount of money, and with the real-term funding losses 

we are seeing for schools it is more valuable than ever so thank you to everyone who took part or supported 

these events in any way over the year. 

The grants made to the school last year have been used to improve the outdoor play area in Saplings, the 

preschool and reception classes, as well as purchase musical equipment for the entire school to enjoy. The 

focus for fundraising in the next academic year will be to provide interactive whiteboards, reading books and a 

covered seating area for the sensory garden as well as more IT from Early Years to Year 6. 

At the end of last year, the committee said goodbye and thank you to Charlie Buxton and Rosie Bosse Chitty 

for their commitment as FOSS Chair and Treasurer and welcome to Jane Bull who will be picking up from  

Rosie as Treasurer. This does mean that the post of Chair is vacant, so if you'd like to have a go, with the full 

support of the committee please get in touch. There are no prescribed formulae for the position so new ideas 

and ways of doing things are very welcome.  You can contact us on friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com and    

follow us on Facebook @friendsofstswithuns to find out about the plans and events for the next year. 

- The FOSS team  

Normandy 75th Anniversary Exhibition comes to the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum 

This new exhibition, Normandy 75: Oxfordshire to the Orne, will be on display at the Soldiers of Oxfordshire 

Museum from 7th August – 3rd November 2019. This exhibition will combine a travelling exhibition from the 

National Army Museum with stories that staff at the museum have collected from around Oxfordshire. These 

stories will be told through objects, a map of key locations and quotes from Oxfordshire and Buckingham-

shire born soldiers who served on D Day and beyond. 

The National Army Museum’s touring exhibition marks the 75th anniversary of the Normandy Campaign. The 

exhibition will tell the courageous stories of soldiers who fought in Normandy and during D Day and will detail 

the events that helped secure an allied victory.  

The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum is open from Tuesday-Friday 10:00am-5:00pm, Saturday 11:00am-

5:00pm and  Sunday 2:00pm-5:00pm. The county’s only military history museum is located in the grounds of 

the Oxfordshire Museum, Park Street, Woodstock 
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Taking Beavers, Cubs and Scouts to camp for the weekend is no small challenge but 

that is the challenge we set ourselves in February 2018. Youlbury Scout Camp was 

agreed as the camp site for the weekend and after 18 months of planning and organis-

ing by all the leaders, the weekend of the camp finally arrived! 

The weekend started with the arrival of 57 excited young people and they gradually settled into their tents. 

Camp was formally opened with the flag break by our oldest Explorer Scout and everyone gathered in the 

huge Tipi tent to learn the camp rules and be assigned their teams for the  

weekend. 

We mixed the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts into teams who would work together 

over the weekend and despite a hesitant start our teams worked really well - 

getting to know each other, learning about other sections and having fun        

together. 

Our first activity was the complex string trail.  Working your way blindfolded 

around trees and up and down hills, provided challenges for all the teams but everyone made it round. Our 

next mad activity involved hunting glow sticks and saw all the teams racing round Youlbury to find and bring 

back as many as possible. Impressively, there were only a few that they did not find. 

After supper it was time for tents and sleep - well, maybe not sleep immediately but eventually everyone did 

settle down and got a few hours’ sleep. 

Saturday was a fun day with the teams having a go at the activities - pioneering, 

backwoods cooking, obstacle course, firing water rockets, making paracord 

woggles, athletic challenges and sessions on Youlbury’s Jacobs ladder. Each 

activity challenged someone from the smallest Beaver having a go at the       

Jacobs Ladder to the tallest Explorer Scout trying to get through a hula hoop 

quickly.  Great fun was had by the teams and the leaders running the bases. 

Meals were provided by our amazing catering teams on Saturday and Sunday 

and everyone did justice to everything provided - 

some came back for second and even third helpings!! 

Our Camp Fire on Saturday night saw leaders past and present leading songs 

and yells some of which were new and some were old favourites. Seeing the 

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts (and many of the leaders) trying to keep up with the 

actions of “Oni Woni Saki” was quite something. 

Sunday was the exciting It’s a Knockout competition.  Not sure if it’s just scouts 

who can make fun activities out of tyres, water, balls, skateboards, grass sledges 

and frisbees, but imagination works wonders. The teams had a few minutes to prac-

tise and then competed against the clock to get as many points as possible for their 

team. The skateboard finale was very exciting with everyone shouting support for 

their teams and skateboards moving faster and faster until the final whistle blew and 

everyone collapsed in a heap on the grass. 

Our camp finished with our youngest Beaver proudly bringing the flag down - an exhausting but brilliant week-
end.  

- 40th Oxford Leaders 
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There are many agencies now who offer opportunities for those who want to volunteer in various ways in the 

community.   If you wish to volunteer within the Village, Kennington has a small group of volunteer drivers who 

use their own cars  to take those residents without cars to local hospitals, health centres , hair dressers, and 

local amenities.  We also have some voluneers who are willing to visit those who are lonely or would like a bit 

of social company now and again. 

If you would like to join us in doing this or could help in other ways, for example, shopping, gardening  and so 

on, please get in touch with me.  

If you need transport, please ring Dilys Cale 01865 739774 

If you need help or more information, please contact me on 01865 730353 or 07540755711 or email 

mdbiggs@virginmedia.com                                                                                    

- Margaret Biggs 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com  

Specks of Dust and Hope 

Long days of Summer allow us to sit out in the garden, and still be warm, even as darkness descends. Warm, 

often well beyond the time it gets dark, so we can stay out there enjoying our garden with friends. 

Friends, not just of the humankind, but the moths and bats as well. Many times, I’ve sat out after dark, with 

some basic garden lighting my only obvious companion. Then suddenly, the moths arrive, in a stunning range 

of colours. In turn, those moths attract the bats that hunt them down. It’s not unknown for me to be sitting out 

in the darkness, being showered in moth wings, which the bats spit out after eating the moth body. 

Lots of us like watching Nature, but cringe at the brutal reality of the hunter and the hunted. You can’t have 

one without the other. Its Yin and Yang. Good and bad. Survival of the fittest playing out, right there, in front of 

us, in our own gardens.  Even in a small way we are contributing to Darwinian theory of evolution, if that’s 

what you believe in. 

I’ve been told “What’s the point in gardening? It all dies anyway. When we die, the garden just gets overgrown 

and all that work is wasted”. 

It’s a good point, if a little depressing. To me it’s just about the ‘now’, the present. The past is gone, the future 
is always out of reach. All we ever have is ‘now’. Without life we wouldn’t have death. Without death there 
wouldn’t be life. Its cyclical.  We just have to keep hope going, trying to work out our place in the cycle, for the 
brief time we are on this little rock of ours. Mere specks of dust in the universe. 

Happy Gardening… 

- Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist - Contact on 01865 747243 

Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk 

Wanted 

Kennington Chronicle Deliverers 
Do you live on or near to Poplar Grove or Meadow View Road and can spare half an hour each month to  

deliver some Chronicles?  If so, please contact our Distribution Manager 

 John Maine on 01865 736841 or distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk 

mailto:distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Time for Yourself Massage Therapy 

          Full Body Massage 

    Neck & Shoulders Massage 

        Indian Head Massage 

Carol Saker 

(ITEC, VTCT professionally qualified, practising for 10 years) 

Home tel. 01865 739622 - please use to book your appoint-

ments at mutually convenient times during the week.  

Home visits can be booked but usually treatments are at: 

12 Old Nursery View, Kennington  OX1 5NT 
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PESTFORCE OXFORD BASED IN 

SOUTHMOOR 

ARE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING 

PESTS A PROBLEM FOR YOU 

MOLES, WASPS, RATS, RABBITS, 

MICE, BEES, BED-BUGS, 

FLEAS, ANTS, BIRDS AND 

WOODWORM TREATMENT 

Also available 

RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL AG-

RICULTURAL 

Yearly Contracts Available 

Call Rob : 01865 236577 

Mobile : 07892 240313 

Email rob_eckton@hotmail.co.uk 

www.pestforce.co.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENTS whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with artwork and 

cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle by 4:00pm on the 10th of the month prior to publication.  Advertisements 

accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.  All advertisements must be 

checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the 10th of the month. Publication of an        

advertisement does not imply endorsement and the Editorial Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or 

services supplied by our advertisers. 

A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August 

Size 
Measurements 

WidthxHeight 

Per 

Month 

Per Year 

(11 issues) 

⅛ Page 100x70mm £12 £70 

¼ Page 100x145mm £20 £110 

½ Page 205x145mm £30 £200 

Formats and other information: 

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising 

CONTACT: 

Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator 

9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5QY 

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk 

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4:00pm on the 

15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves 

the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial poli-

cy is News not Views. Submissions to include name and 

contact details.  

Formats, automated reminders and more: 

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial 

CONTACT:  Amena Sutton, The Editor 01865 739936 

16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5RS 

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk 

DELIVERY  

The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly before the 1st of the 

month, except August (no issue). Contact the Distribution 

Manager for queries or problems with delivery.  

Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s 

Church & in Kennington Library; Full size colour copy is   

available at the Kennington Library for those preferring  

larger print; Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are 

found on our website (go to Online Archives) 

CONTACT:  John Maine 

Distribution Manager 

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk 

KENNINGTON LIBRARY 

The Village Centre 

 

 

 

Thursdays  10:30-12:30 

Saturdays   10:30-12:30 

St Swithun’s Church Hall 

A non profit community café  

providing a relaxed meeting place  

where everyone is welcome. 

www.applecafe.co.uk 

 

To book the ‘VILLAGE CENTRE’ 

Contact Peter Biggs 

07843 743718 

peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com 
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Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here 

Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursday & Saturday 10:30am - 12:30pm 

Badmington Village Centre Monday 8:30pm - 10:30pm 

Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre Tuesday 9:30am - 11:30am 

Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday & Thursday 10:00am 

Memory Club Methodist Church Monday & Thursday 9:30am - 3:30pm 

Pickleball Village Centre Friday 11:30am - 12:30pm 

Table Tennis Youth Club Tuesday 11:00am - 12noon 

All Parish Council meetings are open to the public  

Index of Contents: Page  3 Useful Contacts: Page 2 Magazine Contacts: Page  43 

September 

DAY DATE TIME DETAILS LOCATION 

Monday 2 2:00pm Festival Group Village Centre 

Wednesday 4 11:00am Library Talk with Coffee Village Centre 

Wednesday 4 2:15pm Kennington WI - Masks and Carvings Methodist Church 

Saturday 7 2:15pm Kennington Horticultural Society Show Village Centre 

Tuesday 10 10:00am Coffee Morning Methodist Church 

Thursday 12 7:30pm Parish Council Village Centre 

Friday 13 7:45pm First Rehearsal Kennington Choirs Methodist Church 

Monday 16 2:00pm Festival Group Village Centre 

Monday 16 7:45pm History Society - Radley College Archive Methodist Church 

Tuesday 17 7:30pm Parish Council Planning Village Centre 

Wednesday 18 10:30am Service in the Lounge Edith Court 

Thursday 26 Afternoon History Society - Radley College Walk Village Centre Car Park 

Monday 30 2:00pm Festival Group  Village Centre 

DAY DATE TIME DETAILS LOCATION 

Wednesday 2 2:15pm Kennington WI - Britain from the Sea Methodist Church 

Saturday 5 10:00am - 12noon Kennington Cancer Fund - Shoe Sale Village Centre 

Tuesday 8 10:00am Coffee Morning Methodist Church 

Tuesday 8 7:30pm Parish Council Planning Village Centre 

Thursday 10 7:30pm Parish Council Village Centre 

Monday 14 12:30pm Festival Group Lunch Village Centre 

Monday 14 7:30pm Friends of Kennington Library Talk Church Hall 

Wednesday 16 7:30pm Horticultural Society Undiscovered Norfolk Village Centre 

Saturday 19 tbc Memory Club Celebration St Swithun’s Hall 

Monday 21 7:45pm History Society - Our Boys 1914-1918 Methodist Church 

Monday 28 2:00pm Festival Group  Village Centre 

Tuesday 29 7:30pm Parish Council Planning Village Centre 

October 

Regular Events 


