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CHURCH ORGANISATIONS  

Children’s Church 
Bus Pass Group 
St Swithun’s Guild 
Day School (Voluntary Controlled ages 3-11) 

Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall 
Contact Gillian Cox 
4th Wednesday in the month 
Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 

9:25am 
01865 735590 

2:30pm 
01865 415105 

Sundays except 3rd Sunday 
3rd Sunday 
 
2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday Only 
Thursdays 
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Messy Church in Church 
Morning Prayers 
Evening Service 
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9:25am 
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10:30am 
 

CHURCH SERVICES  

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR  ........................  ............................................................................................................ 999   

POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): ........ Area PCSO Rick Osborn ......................................................................... 101 

NHS non-emergency ............................. www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk ........................................................................... 111 

County Councillor:  Bob Johnston .......... bobjohnston@gmail.com........................................................ 01865 730209 

Good Neighbours Organiser: ................. Margaret Biggs ...................................................................... 01865 730353 

Incident Hotline (24 hours) ................... www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident .......................... 0800 807060 

Kennington Health Centre ..................... www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk ............................................. 01865 730911 

Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG) ......................................................................... sybuck@hotmail.co.uk 

OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) ......... main switchboard .................................................................. 01865 792422 

OCC Area Highways Department ...........  ............................................................................................ 08453 101111 

OCC Street Lighting (to report faults) ....  .............................................................................................. 0800 317802 

Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown ................... clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk .................................................. 01865 421126 

Village Centre Bookings ........................ peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com ................................................. 07843743718 

Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) main switchboard ................................................................. 01235 422422 

What can I recycle? ..............................  ..................................... www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z 
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I love it when handwritten letters, even just short notes, drop onto the doormat. The thought that 
someone has taken the time to sit and write to me makes me feel special and loved. I guess that most 
of us these days correspond by ‘phone or by text – or even Facebook and Twitter. I can’t really do 
either – that technology has passed me by unfortunately.    I like to save handwritten letters for as long 
as possible and often re-read them weeks, months or years after they have been written.   They are 
usually full of the mundane things that make up our lives – the weather, the family, a holiday, ill-health 
or recovery.   Nothing world shattering but keeping us in touch.    

There are of course quite famous letters. You only have to google ‘famous letters’ to be inundated with 
examples.   In September’s issue of Saga Magazine there is an article called ‘Letters from Hollywood’ 
showing some interesting correspondence between well-known names.    Letters are written by real 
people dealing with the joys and sorrows of real life.   And occasionally, what people wrote quite a long 
time ago, seems to be quite appropriate for the situations we find ourselves in today.    

In the Bible there are many examples, in both the Old Testament and New Testament, of letters which 
were written.   Some letters affirming relationships between nations; some pleading for help in times of 
trouble and war; some like St Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth extolling the necessity for love above 
all things.   In one of St Paul’s letters he even gives Timothy advice on how to treat his upset tummy!  
Even then people were concerned about living peaceably in a community; they were worried about 
finances and how to feed their families, or how to find work, or how to cope with governors and edicts 
and harsh treatment from those who were supposed to be caring for them.   The main advice to all 
those is of course, to pray, and Paul advises that prayers should be made for everyone, including 
especially ‘kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and dignity.’    Given the state of our country and leaders at the moment, along with great 
swathes of the rest of the world, perhaps we should heed these wise words and pray for our leaders 
that a sensible outcome leading to a quiet and peaceable life for all may result from the current 
shambles. 

Our churches are open during the week for anyone who wants some peace and quiet to write letters or 
talk to God. 

Like writing letters, prayer is another way of communicating and keeping in touch.  Keeping in touch 
with one another and with God will help us all to remain caring and loving of each other through the 
coming days.  With blessings  

- Rev Glynis Beckett 

Sunday 6th 9:30am Harvest Celebration with Parish Communion 

Sunday 13th 

9:30am 

6:00pm 

7:00pm 

Parish Communion 

Compline 

Refresh in Radley Church 

Sunday 20th 
9:30am 

9:30am 

Messy Church in Church 

Morning Prayer in Church Hall 

Sunday 27th 
9:30am 

6:00pm 

Parish Communion 

Compline 

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30am 
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Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on the 20th October. The doors open for Messy Church at 
9:30am and it usually finishes by about 11.00am. You can come and have breakfast – cereals, toast, 
croissants - and then feel free to wander round and see the activities or join in a discussion if you 
want to. This allows us to explore and learn more about our faith in a very relaxed way. Why 

not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see how it works. You would be very welcome. 

Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service come and enjoy this service in the Church Hall. You can also 
enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been happening in Messy Church. 

Little Lambs is a group for pre-school children and their parents or carers. Every 2nd and 4th Wednesdays in the month, in term 
time, from 9:15 a.m. we will meet in the Church Hall until the building work in the church is complete.  Come and enjoy cake, 
coffee and play. All very welcome. 

Youth Group is held on the first and third Sundays of the month. It is held in the Radley Church Room (for chil-
dren aged 7-11 and secondary school). You are welcome to just come along and try it, or contact Rob Glenny, 
or Alison Matthew for more information. 

Building work   Work has started on the provision of  an accessible toilet in the vestry area and servery in the 
church. This may restrict the availability of parking in the next month. We hope that this does not cause too 
much inconvenience to hall and church users and that the improved facilities will be worth the disruption. 

The Church is open during the day; please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you  
would like to. There are resources in the prayer corner which we hope you may find useful. You are also wel-

come to come in and enjoy the grounds. 

 

 

 

 

I was enjoying a lazy breakfast near my patio door early this morning when the nearby antics of a female 
blackbird caught my eye.  She had an extraordinarily large, odd-shaped worm in her beak and was smashing it 
repeatedly down onto the flagstones of the path.  At first I thought she had part of a big lob worm or a large 
black headed worm – both of these can grow up to 10 or 12cm – but I couldn’t work out why I was seeing 
flashes of golden orange colour on her prey.  To my chagrin, I suddenly realised she had managed to catch 
one of the mature newts, about 8 or 9cm long, from my pond. 

Although I felt really disappointed and a bit sad at the loss of one of my lovely precious newts, I was fascinat-
ed by the blackbird’s efforts.  At first, out on the path, she gave the impression of trying to break the newt up 
into smaller sections by casting it forcefully onto the slabs and dragging it across the hard surface.  This went 
on for a good five or six minutes without too much success.  She then hopped away and hid herself under a 
bushy fern where she continued her determined pulling, scraping and battering.  Occasionally she stopped to 
check there were no imminent threats to her wellbeing, cocked her head on one side – better to be safe than 
sorry! – before returning to her task.   

A good twenty minutes had passed and the newt, although still in one piece but clearly softer and squishier, 
was fast becoming a more acceptable and inviting dish to the blackbird.  All of a sudden, just like that, she 
gulped the whole thing down in one rapid movement – and my newt had gone! She opened her beak several 
times in an odd uncomfortable way, and looked as if she was on the point of regurgitating her meal because it 
had been simply too big!  Her tiny throat throbbed (painfully, I wondered?) a number of times, and then up 
she flew into the sheltering trees.  It might have been my imagination but even her ascending flight seemed 
wobbly and erratic with the heavy load she was now carrying! 

Well, never say perseverance doesn’t pay! 

               

A Little Fable – Perseverance Pays Off! 
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Kennington Methodist Church 

 
“We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community” 

 

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30am each Sunday, unless specified otherwise.  Our 
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite you to 
join us. 
 
 
Services in October 
 

 
Other Activities 
 
Mid-Week Worship will be held in the Lounge of Edith Court on Wednesday, 16th October at 
10:30am.  There is a welcome to everyone to join the residents of Edith Court for this short, informal 
act of worship. 

 

Coffee Morning.  This will take place on Tuesday 8th October in the Methodist Church Hall from 
10:00am onwards.    Bring & Buy Stalls available.  Why not come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa 
with old friends and new?  You will be most welcome.   

  

Our November Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 12th November at 10:00am.   The 
September Coffee Morning raised £75.25. 

 

Hiring a room at the Church 

If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 
01865 735885.  Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist 
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday. 

Upper  Road (adjacent to Edith Court) 

6th  10:30am Morning Worship will be led by the Reverend John Rowland, one of our 

13th 10:30am 

 

Our new, special series of Sunday Worship for young and old called TOGETHER, led by 
our own Minister, the Reverend Dr Stephen Maunder.  We especially want to 
welcome young families and their children.  Come and explore!  This month it is our 
HARVEST THANKSGIVING, so there is a real welcome to everyone to come and 

20th 9:30am 

 

Our Morning Worship will be led by the Reverend Canon Dr Martin Wellings, our 
Superintendent Minister.  This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

27th 9:30am 

 

52nd Church Anniversary.  Our service of Alternative Worship is led today by Andrew 
Maisey from Witney. 

Minister: Telephone: 

The Reverend Dr Stephen Maunder 

9 Ramsey Road 

Headington 

Oxford 

OX3 8AX 

01865 763676 

stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk 
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Two inspirational quotations from Sir Winston Churchill (1874-1965): 

 

 
  and two from Nelson Mandela (1918-2013): 
 

 

“Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts.” 

“A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity in every 
difficulty.”  

“A good head and good heart are always a formidable combination. But when you add to that a 
literate tongue or pen, then you have something very special.” 

“There can be no greater gift than that of giving one’s time and energy to help others without 
expecting anything in return.” 

PAGE OF PUZZLES AND 
INSPIRATIONAL 

THOUGHTS 

B O T H A M N I H R 

O R E E L D A H O A 

S L A O Y D S B B K 

P O R D S A O G B S 

W E B I M B R R S A 

A L I E D A P A U V 

R A M E R I N C L A 

N Y R A T S I E G G 

E R A K L U D N E T 

L A N C O W D R E Y 

Puzzle 1: (challenging) If the names of all the countries in the world were written in capital letters, then 
only five countries will be spelt entirely with “open” capital letters.  Which are they?  (An open capital 
letter is one which does not enclose any spaces e.g. C, E, I and U are ‘open’ but D, A, P and Q are 
closed).  Send your answers, preferably by email, to the editor, editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk and 
your name will be published in the November issue, if you give permission. Don’t forget to send your 
name! 

Puzzle 2: (easy) How many famous, former cricketers can you find in this word search?  Names can run 
horizontally, vertically or diagonally and in both directions.  Again, send your answers and your name by 
email to the editor, editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk 
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Kennington Good Neighbours   

British Legion Poppy Collection 2019 

This years’ poppy collection will take place from 25th October to 11th November inclusive. 

If you were a poppy seller in 2018 and are happy to collect again this year, you need do nothing 
and your poppy collection box and poppies will be delivered to you in time to start the collection. 

If you are not available this year, it would be helpful if you could advise the Poppy Appeal 
Organiser for Kennington -  

Alison Peedell on Oxford 730961 or by email to 
alisonpeedell@hotmail.co.uk 

If you have not collected in the past and would 
like to help us, please register your interest 

with Alison. This is a very worthwhile cause and 
collectors usually experience a very positive 

reaction from householders. 

There are many agencies now who offer opportunities for those who want to volunteer in various ways in 
the community. 

If you wish to volunteer within the Village,  Kennington has a small group of volunteer drivers who use 
their own cars  to take those residents without cars to local hospitals, health centres, hair dressers, and 
local amenities and some people who are willing to visit those who are lonely or would like a bit of social 
company now and again. 

If you would like to join us doing this or could help in other ways e.g. shopping, gardening  etc. please 
get in touch with me. 

If you need transport  please ring Dilys Cale 01865 739774 

If you need help or more information please contact me on 01865 730353 or 07540755711 or email 
mdbiggs@virginmedia.com                                                                                    

- Margaret Biggs 

Kennington Amateur Dramatics Society (KADS) 

While October is usually a time for carving pumpkins, we'll be trying to turn ours into a magical carriage 
to take Cinders to the ball!  

Rehearsals are now well underway for our 2020 pantomime, Cinderella, and we're really looking forward 
to bringing this well-known tale to the stage for the fourth time in our 40 years!  

Tickets are on sale from the Box Office now and are selling well, so although January seems a long way 
off it would be a good idea to get your tickets sooner rather than later to avoid disappointment.  

Show dates at Kennington Village Centre: 

Friday 24th January 7:30pm ~ all tickets £8 

Saturday 25th  2:00pm and 7:30pm 
Sunday 26th  12noon and 5:00pm 
Thursday 30th  7:30pm 
Friday 31st    7:30pm 

Saturday 1st February 2:00pm and 7:30pm 

Tickets are just £8 for the first performance, then £10 adults, £8 concessions, and £30 for a family of four 
(under 5s go free on laps). Call the Box Office on 01865 739025 or email boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk. 
We accept payment in cash, by cheque or BACS.  

Follow us on Facebook @KenningtonADS for all the latest news! 

- Sarah Ellner 

mailto:alisonpeedell@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk
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All aspects of tree work & hedge cutting 

 

Qualified, Experienced, Professional 

 

£5m Public liability insurance 

 

Reliable & friendly service 

 

All work to BS 3998 standard 

 

All waste recycled 
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FOKL - Kennington Library News - FOKL 

HAVE YOU GOT YOUR TICKETS YET? 

 

Monday 14th October at 7:30pm 

In St Swithun’s Church Hall 

 

A talk by Mark Damazer followed by cheese (from Wells Farmshop and 
Café) and wine. 

 

Tickets, priced £12 each, are available from the library or from: 
chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

 

 

Digital Help Every Wednesday! David is available in the library ever Wednesday to help you with any 
queries. Carole can help you with FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH on the second Wednesday of each 
month, in this case Wednesday 9th October. 

NATIONAL GET ONLINE WEEK, from Monday 14th to Saturday 19th October 

Learn a new online skill this week.  We aim to have help available during all opening hours for one 
week only and there will be an additional Family History Research session on Wednesday 16th.  
Full details will be available in the library where you will be able to book a session (not essential). 

 

Wednesday 2nd October: Free Coffee Talk with Pamela Nixon 

Pam will talk about her humorous novel, But I’ll Remember This, set in the 
1950s; a naïve sixth form grammar school boarder longs to meet some 
interesting people. What happens when she does? Do join us for coffee 
served from 10:30am and the talk at 11:00am. 

 

FREE events for young children and parents this month will be:  

Monday 7th October: Rhyme Time 2:30pm -3:00pm  
Wednesday 16th October: Story Time 11:00am-11:30am 
 

The 2019 Summer Reading Challenge, SPACE CHASE 

Congratulations to everyone who completed the challenge, many of whom 
received their medals and certificates at the party. Thank you to all the 
volunteers who helped with running the Challenge and to the parents 
and families who encouraged the children to complete it. Thank you, 
too, to Councillor Bob Johnson for presenting the certificates. 

 

For latest information see: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk or follow us on  

Facebook: https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/ 

FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen, chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk    

FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell, secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

FOLK Treasurer: Hugh Fleming, treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 1179939 

HALF TERM: PUPPET WORKSHOP AND SHOW with EMMA BOOR: ‘Supermarket Scrooge’! 

On WEDNESDAY 30th OCTOBER from 10.00 to 12 noon. This is a special event open to children aged 2-7 
with their responsible adult. 20 FREE children’s places will be available so pick up your ticket from the 
library. 

http://www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/
mailto:chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
mailto:secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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PESTFORCE OXFORD BASED IN 
SOUTHMOOR 

ARE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING 
PESTS A PROBLEM FOR YOU 

MOLES, WASPS, RATS, RABBITS, 

MICE, BEES, BED-BUGS, 

FLEAS, ANTS, BIRDS AND 

WOODWORM TREATMENT 

Also available 

RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL 

Yearly Contracts Available 

 

Call Rob : 01865 236577 

Mobile : 07892 240313 

Email rob_eckton@hotmail.co.uk 

www.pestforce.co.uk 
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NO CONTRACT 

Contact Steve   01865331501 / 07894983801 

Email   cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com 

● Scarification     ● Top Dressing 

●   Hollow Tining     ● Removal Weeds 

●   Lawn Aeration     ● Moss Control 

●  Over Seeding     ●Professional Service 
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Time for Yourself     Massage Therapy 
 

          Full Body Massage 
 

    Neck & Shoulders Massage 
 

        Indian Head Massage 
 

 Carol Saker  
  

(ITEC, VTCT professionally qualified, practising for 10 years) 
 

Home tel. 01865 739622 - please use to book your appointments 
at mutually convenient times during the week.  

 

Home visits can be booked but usually treatments are at: 
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Grand Fireworks

 Party 

  

  

 
 

 

Saturday 2nd November 

 

 

Family Tickets 

(2+2) = £15 

(2+3) = £20 

Adults     £5 

Children  £4 

Under 5s 

FREE 

Tickets on the Gate 

Under 16s only with accompanying adult.  No sparklers – Sorry 
This event will go ahead unless the weather is extreme, so come ready to party!! 

40TH OXFORD (KENNINGTON) SEA SCOUT GROUP is a registered Charity No:  304439 

Kennington Scouts 
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The Apple Café 

We started the Autumn term with a getting to know each other 
activity with paper aeroplanes. After planning the rest of the term, we 
relaxed with some creative group painting on the theme on emotion. 
The following week, we took part in the Saving Oxford's Wetland 
Wildlife project, walking around the local area at dusk collecting and 
testing water samples. We were lucky enough to see bats flying above 
us during the 
walk. 
 
We are looking 
forward to the 
rest of the 
Autumn term 
including scuba 
diving, completing 
the Amey 
Engineering 
Challenge, 
supporting the 
Macmillan Dress 
Up and Dance 
fundraising 

campaign and working on our ‘Have Adventures’ and 
‘Express Yourself’ themed activities. 
 
Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992 
or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for girls outside of our age 
range, can be found on our website: www.kenningtonguides.org.uk 

- Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader  

The Apple Café continues to open from 9:00am on Thursdays, and we are pleased to 
see so many young parents (and grandparents) taking the opportunity to meet up with friends.  Babies 
and toddlers make good use of the Toddler Craft table and the toys available, but, of course, we are open 
for everyone.   

Early opening will continue on Thursdays but is always dependent on the availability of our volunteers. If 
you would like to help the Café please do let us know. Just helping to set up (or put away) the tables 
would be very much appreciated - or perhaps you might be able to help with publicity, distributing 
posters, helping to run a craft/art table or a display of your own, or to help on an occasional basis. We 
would love to hear from you.   

The Café is very much a community hub and encourages involvement from local people. As part of our 
programme of events, local resident and travel consultant, Ollie Raikes, will be at the Café on 10th 
October, and once a month on a Thursday to give advice on travel and holidays. Ollie says:  "Whether 
it's a once in a lifetime “round the world trip”, a relaxing beach holiday with or without kids..., an 
adventure tour, ski holiday, trip to Lapland or a city break,  I am an independent travel consultant and 
have a wealth of knowledge to enable you to get the best deal and experience possible."  Come along and 
talk to him. 

Knitter Natter - share your love of knitting and crochet and pass these skills to others who might like to 
learn.  Local resident Beth Ash will be at the Café on Thursday 3rd and 24th October, 14th and 28th 
November   Come along and learn to knit or crochet. The Café can provide needles and wool while you 
practise or bring your own.   Would anyone else like to do the same on a Saturday? 

There will be hallowe’en activities and pumpkin carving from 9:00am on Thursday 31st 
October. This is during half term so bring the children, keep them busy, and let us clear up the mess!  
Pumpkins provided for a small charge, but we recommend you bring aprons for the children! 

Other future events include Christmas sales and craft making, a personal appearance by Father 
Christmas, the KADS box office in January, another local history display, and a fantastic photographic 
display. Details to follow.  If you have any suggestions, would like to book a date, or would like further 
information please contact Carole Newbigging via Kennington Connected or email 
carolenewbigging@outlook.com or telephone 01865 326691.  

mailto:kenningtonguides@hotmail.com
http://www.kenningtonguides.org.uk/
mailto:carolenewbigging@outlook.com
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Our September meeting was a great time to catch up with friends and colleagues after 
the summer break.  There was a lot to talk about and news and information to 
exchange with each other. 

Our speaker was Dr Sam Franzen, who is employed by Oxford Policy Management, and he has travelled 
widely in Africa, Asia and Latin America.  On his travels Sam has   gathered together a fine collection of 
wooden masks which were displayed on a long table in front of us.  We were encouraged to handle the 
masks as Dr Franzen explained their origins to us. Each was unique and compelling in its own right.   Two 
were miniatures, loosely in the shape of a man and a woman, depicting a type of huge totem pole which 
stood at the boundary of villages in South Korea to ward off enemies. Some were highly painted with 
colour while others were decorated with beads and raffia.  

Whilst he was explaining the meaning of the masks Dr Franzen told us where they came from in the world 
and that we, in the West, have a slightly skewed idea of these countries.  Apparently, Rwanda is a 
beautiful country and Ethiopia is a great exporter of tulips!  We were delighted that after the talk we were 
joined by the speaker’s wife and baby daughter. His mother was also in the audience filming Sam’s talk. 

Why not join us next month on Wednesday 2nd October, when our speaker will be Malvin Drakely talking 
about “Britain from the Sea” at 2:15pm in the Methodist Church.  

Our main fundraising event – a Coffee morning – is on Tuesday 15th October in the Methodist Church 
from 10:30am to 12noon.  £1.50 for tea/coffee and cake.  Good value!  Raffle and sales table. Why not 
come along? 

- Maureen Palma 

Oxford Preservation Trust - Memorial Field “Scrub Bash” 

Join us on Saturday 26th October in the Kennington Memorial Field for our Autumn “scrub bash”.  The 
session, which will be led by the Abingdon Green Gym, will be from 9.30am - 12:30pm and we will meet 
by the pavilion at the end of Playfield Road.  

No previous experience is necessary.  Wear stout shoes or wellies and old clothes.  Hand tools and 
‘elevenses’ will be provided but please bring gardening gloves and secateurs or loppers if you have 
them.  We will be cutting back the brambles and thorn scrub and having a big bonfire so there’s plenty to 
do to suit all ages and abilities.  We’d be delighted if you can join us for some good exercise outside in 
convivial company.  

For more information, contact info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk or phone Oxford Preservation Trust on 
01865 242918. 

- Rachel Sanderson 

A J PITTER 

BRICKWORK & 

STONEMASONARY 

SPECIALIST 
7 Grundy Crescent 

Kennington, Oxford 
OX1 5PS 

Tel/Fax: 01865 735775 
Mob: 07810 740249 

mailto:info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Best Kept Garden Competition – Congratulations to the winners of this year’s competition. 
Please see pages 25 and 26 for more details. Thank you to everyone who took the time to get their 
garden ready for the judges this year. 

Website – The village website has recently been updated, and the obsolete information removed. 
However, pages about organisations in the village may not be up to date. If you run a group or 
organisation in Kennington, please could you check whether the information we hold is correct, and if not, 
please let me know. The website address is www.kennington-pc.gov.uk. If your organisation is not 
represented on the site, please email me at clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk.  

Village Diary - A suggestion was made to have an electronic version of the village diary on the website - 
this could contain details of any meetings or groups in the village, as there is so much going on! However, 
in order for this to be useful, it would need to be regularly updated -  if you would be interested in getting 
involved with this, please do let me know. 

Crime Awareness Event - At the end of July, the parish council and Thames Valley Police held a crime 
awareness event in the village hall. This was an opportunity to find out how to protect your home from 
criminals, how to keep your bag and keys safe, as well as the opportunity to have tools and bikes marked. 

Priority Services Register - Some members of the community are able to register for a priority service, 
in the case of the gas, electricity or water being disconnected. Please see page 23 for more details on 
who is eligible and how to register for these services.  

Deep Cleanse - Vale of White Horse District Council has organised a deep cleanse in Kennington from 16 
– 22 October. This will involve litter picking, sweeping and removing weeds/moss from pavements. The 
team will cover as much of the village as possible, but the council has asked them to focus on Poplar 
Grove, Meadow View Road and Otters Reach. 

Reminder for dog owners - Residents have reported several incidents where dogs at the playing fields 
have caused worry or distress to other members of the public, particularly young children. Please ensure 
that your dog is under control, so the playing fields can be enjoyed by all. 

Remembrance Day - The council would like to invite you to join our Remembrance Day parade on 
Sunday 10 November. Please assemble by the War Memorial by 10:45am for a short service, which is 
continued afterwards in St Swithun’s Church.  

Anti-Idling Campaign - Kennington Parish Council is supporting the South and Vale District Councils’ 
anti-idling campaign - if you are stopped for a minute or more, please turn off your engine for cleaner air. 

Grants - The council has awarded a grant of £250 to Oxford Association for the Blind towards their work 
with blind and partially sighted people. 

Electric Blanket Testing - You can arrange to have your electric blanket tested for free this month - 
please see page 24 for the available dates and venues. To book your safety check appointment, please 
call 01865 895999 Option 1 or email communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council  
 

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 

October 2019 

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to all 

Thursday 10 October  
at 7:30pm 

Kennington Parish Council meeting 

Tuesday 8 and 29 October   
 at 7:30pm 

Planning Committee meetings 

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of the 
plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore, please telephone or email the Clerk 
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any neighbour 

objections.  Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

To contact the Clerk write or call  
Tel: 01865 421126 

clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk 

http://www.kennington-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
mailto:communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk


 

 23 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk  

 

 

British Gas 

Who can register: 

 People of pensionable age 

 Disabled people 

 Chronically sick people. 

How to join the priority services register: 

Call on 0800 072 8625 or 0800 294 8604 if you are a “pay as you go” customer.  Or you can contact 
them by text phone on 18001 072 8626.  https://www.britishgas.co.uk/content/britishgas/products-and-
services/gas-and-electricity/the-warm-home-discount/priority-services-register.html 

Thames Water 

You can sign up to register if you or a family member: 

 Are eligible for a pension 

 Have restricted mobility or a physical disability 

 Have a chronic serious illness 

 Need a consistent supply of water for a medical condition or equipment (such as dialysis or skin 
conditions) 

 In need of foreign language or further communication support (such as dyslexia) 

 Have problems making decisions that affect your daily life (such as dementia) 

 Are registered blind or partially sighted 

 Are deaf or hard of hearing 

 Are living with a mental health condition 

 Are experiencing temporary life changes 

 Are a family with young children under 5 

How to join the priority services register: 

You can email Thames Water on ecs@thameswater.co.uk or by the phone 0800 009 3652 (9:00am to 
5:00pm, Monday to Friday).  https://www.thameswater.co.uk/help-and-advice/customer-commitment/
priority-services 

Scottish and Southern Electricity Network (SSEN) 

Who is eligible?  You can join the Priority Service Register if you: 

 Are dependent on electricity for home medical care, for example a kidney dialysis machine or 
ventilator 

 Have a chronic illness or short term medical condition; for example you are recovering from a 
major operation 

 Are disabled 

 Have special communication needs; for example, because you are blind, partially sighted, deaf or 
hard of hearing.  Have children under 5 

 Are over 60 years of age 

How to join the priority services register: 

Call on 0800 294 3259 and register over the phone.  Online link by downloading information booklet from 
SSEN website, fill out application form and post it using the freepost address.  If you have a text phone, 
you can register by calling 0800 316 5457.  https://www.ssen.co.uk/priorityservices/ 

Not sure who your Gas supplier is? 

If you are unsure who your utilities supplier is, please use the link. You will need to enter your postcode 
in order to search.  https://www.findmysupplier.energy/webapp/index.html 

Not sure who your Network operator is? 

If you are unsure of who your gas or electricity network supplier is, please use the link. You will need to 
enter your postcode in order to search.  http://www.energynetworks.org/info/fags/who-is-my-network-
operator.html  

OFGEM 

This link takes you to the OFGEM website which gives alternative methods of finding out who your 
utilities supplier is.  https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/consumers/household-gas-and-electricity-guide/
connections-and-moving-home/who-my-gas-or-electricity-supplier 
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2019 Winners 

Best Kept Garden Competition  
 

WINNERS 

☼ Dr Blackman Cup for Best Front Garden – 10 Upper Road 

☼ Perkins Cup for Best Business Premises – Edith Court 

☼ Peter Biggs Cup for Best Container – 5 River View 

 

HIGHLY COMMENDED 

☼ 15 Playfield Road 

☼ 174 Poplar Grove 

☼ Best One 

☼ 8 Edward Road 

☼ 18 St Swithun’s Road 

☼ 155 Upper Road 

☼ 14 Woodcroft 

☼ 21 Bagley Wood Road 

☼ 206 Upper Road 

☼ Perkins, off Upper Road 

☼ 72 Upper Road 

☼ 11 Simpsons Way 

☼ 229 Poplar Grove 
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A New Year, A New Voyage 

Changing Times 

 

We are now in a Primary Care Network (PCN). PCNs together with Integrated Care Providers are both 
part of the NHS Long Term Plan and are new ways for several general practices and health and social 
care services to collaborate. These collaborations will include providing better ways for patients to access 
a wide range of services and will also coordinate these services. They will also make greater use of digital 
services. 

Why are PCNs being set up? 

Limited funding, shortages of practitioners especially GPs. together with an ageing population who are 
living longer with often complex needs have necessitated looking differently at how primary care works.  
The PCNs will grow over the next ten years and it is hoped this will offer the community in which they 
work better and more appropriate care.   

Often in the future patients will be referred to allied health professionals rather than a GP to ensure their 
needs can be met more appropriately.  This doesn’t mean when patients are sick they will not get the 
care they need.  

Due to the development of Primary Care Networks in which Botley/Kennington has networked with 
Farringdon White Horse Practice, there is increased focus on working as an integrated care system across 
three counties: Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire (BOB). This networking and integration across 
the three counties means that patient engagement will be changing. 

The Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (OCCG) which itself will be changing, has for now decided 
not to continue its support for the six PPG localities that make up Oxfordshire.  This decision has been 
made with very little notice to PPGs and will cease at the end of October.  What this means for PPGs is 
that they will no longer have a two-way process of communication with the OCCG and currently we are 
also unclear how patients will have an input to the practice they are registered with.  What this means for 
the future of PPGs is still unclear. 

Despite this my colleagues and I have been busy over the summer working on an Action Plan for Botley/
Kennington based on patient feedback and the results of the March Quality Care Commission results.  It is 
worth going on the website to review if you haven’t done so already. 

We plan to continue working with the practice to ensure the patient voice is heard. 

Please support us.  

- Sylvia Buckingham, Chair Botley/Kennington PPG 

A new year. A new class. A new teacher. 

We were all really excited when we walked into our new classroom at the start of September – and a 
little bit nervous too. We didn’t really know what to expect. We had the surprise of our lives when we 
were welcomed on board the ‘Maple Explorer’! We didn’t have a new classroom; it was a brand new 
ship! 

In our first term in Year 4, we are going to be travelling around the world’s seas and oceans. In each 
destination we will be completing missions. Some of the missions will be about science and some will be 
about geography.  

We are now crew members and are also training to be marine biologists. We have also been learning 
about the problems caused to the animals that live in the oceans by plastic pollution. In Maple class we 
all agreed that this is a really big problem. It seems like a huge thing to try and solve, but we are 
determined to try and do something about it. We will be thinking about how we can persuade people to 
use less plastic and how we might be able to use plastic for other things by recycling and re-using it. 

So now the nervousness has disappeared, but the excitement is still there. We have completed our first 
mission in the English Channel and we are now heading for the freezing cold Arctic Ocean. On our 
journey we will also be visiting the Pacific Ocean, the Indian Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean and the Southern 
Ocean too. So much further to go – and so much more to learn. 

We can’t wait!  

- Reporters - Maple Class – Year 4 
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A happy new year from all of us at St Swithun’s!  In education, we always have two new years of course: 
January and September.  We are very excited to have introduced a new school logo this year.  This was 
the culmination of a lot of work, starting with the children learning about logos: the ways in which the 
logos of many familiar companies have evolved over the years and the hidden messages that many of 
them carry.  The children then came up with ideas, all the adults in our school community were invited to 
contribute their thoughts too, and we got to work on a design.  As you can imagine, we had lots of really 
great ideas from our creative community.  There were definitely some common themes: trees, after which 
our classes are named, along with apples and raindrops, which are symbols of St Swithun.  As you may 
be aware, apples are also symbols of knowledge.  Two of our artistic teachers, Mrs Thomas and Miss 
Winstone were instrumental in the design, and Mrs Thomas’s husband Steve, who is a graphic designer 
added his professional expertise.  We hope you like the result which we feel is contemporary as well as 
being meaningful for our school: 

We are saying a fond farewell to our former logo, which was designed by Mary 
Dennett about thirty years ago.  It really did stand the test of time!  In fact, it 
will still be around for a while, as it will be phased out over the next two years.   

We have welcomed all our new children into our Nursery and Reception 
classes, as well as those who have joined us in other year groups.  They, along 
with many other children, are wearing uniform with our new logo, which looks great and the children look 
really smart. 

Our term has got off to a great start, with a whole-school topic on environmental issues.  Each year group 
has taken their own theme, as you will read in Maple Class’ contribution.  We have classes researching 
such things as how to reduce waste, the perils of climate change and what we can do about it, plastic in 
the oceans and the importance of bees and the difficulties that many species are currently facing.  Whilst 
the issues are extremely concerning, we are all determined to do what we can to improve things. If 
everyone takes a small step towards sustainability, that would be a lot of steps!   

Our journalists this month are Mr Dando and the children in Maple Class. 

- Helen Atkinson, Headteacher 

I was thinking the other day, how did I learn about gardening, and why do we use the techniques we do? 
How do you garden and why do you do it in the way you do? 

When I thought about it, the way I’ve learnt about gardening is very much akin to an exploratory 
business meeting. Loads of ideas, plenty of notetaking, a ton of twists and turns; a feeling that some 
things worked and others didn’t; an overarching vibe that things are developing incrementally, step by 
step. 

It needs an understanding that it’s a journey and process, with still far to go and much more to learn, yet 
with so much achieved already it’s easy to forget and applaud ourselves. 

It’s easy to be scared to make a gardening decision sometimes, even for an experienced gardener. Just 
‘give it a go’, is my advice. 

It can be hard making a decision when starting out on the gardening road, but just give it a try. It’s about 
getting out there and trying. It’s the world’s oldest profession right back to the Garden Of Eden with 
Adam and Eve.  They weren’t experts either.  They just gave it a go. 

Happy Gardening! 

- Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist,  

www.wildmaninspries.co.uk  or 01865 747243 

http://www.wildmaninspries.co.uk
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GARDEN RESCUE 
 

FENCING, LAWN MAINTENANCE & TURFING 
PAVING & PATIOS 

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDENING & LANDSCAPING 
COVERED BY OUR FULLY TRAINED,  

INSURED PROFESSIONALS 
FREE QUOTATIONS 

CALL A.M.NEWMAN  
ON 01865 739621 OR 07901 826455 

johnlydondecorating@gmail.com 

CLIVE BRANDRAM 

Our highly experienced builders provide 
quality craftsmanship  with 100% customer   satis-
faction. Our passion for helping clients  achieve 
their short- and long-term goals.  
 Services we provide : 
 Plumbing 
 Extensions 
 Garage / Loft Conversions 
 Bathroom / Kitchen Installations 
 House Refurbishment / Repairs 
 All types of Roofing 
 Driveways / Porches 
 Please call Tim on 07462971475  
Kmbuildersoxford.co.uk            
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Youth Club Café 

School Years 8 - 10 

Anyone in school years 8 - 10 is welcome. You don’t need to book in advance, 
just turn up. The session is £2.50 and includes hot drinks or squash, toast and 
a cake/biscuit. There is no annual membership fee but we do ask young 
people who want to come to become members so we have emergency contact 
details etc.  Forms can be emailed in advance by contacting our secretary at 
members.kyc@gmail.com or we can supply them when you first turn up.  

 

Youth Club 

School Years 5 - 8 

Term Time Wednesdays 7:00 – 8.30pm 

This is open to anyone in school years 5 - 8. We have a couple of spaces available. Anyone interested in 
joining or finding out more please contact our secretary by emailing members.kyc@gmail.com. Each 
regular session is £2 (trips may vary) plus an annual membership fee of £10 but we do offer a free initial 
session so young people can try before deciding if they’d like to join.  

Upcoming Club Dates  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Please note no club on 30 October as it’s half term 

Kitchen Update 

We are delighted to have completed a refurbishment of the kitchen over the summer including a new 
range cooker, hot water heater and new cupboards to increase our storage capacity. Huge thanks to Co-
Op, John Lewis and Oxford University for grants to enable us to achieve us. The first proper “outing” will 
be pizzas on 2nd October for the youth café and on 16th October for the youth club. 

Summer Working Party 

On 31st August we held a summer working party to focus on getting the youth club ready for the new 
term where volunteers, parents and club members came together to do painting, weeding, gutter clearing 
and cleaning. Thanks to all those involved. We’ve had some nice positive comments about the 
improvements from our members and hirers following on from this and the kitchen work which is great.  

Summer Working Party 

On 31st August we held a summer working party to focus on getting the youth club ready for the new 
term where volunteers, parents and club members came together to do painting, weeding, gutter clearing 
and cleaning. Thanks to all those involved. We’ve had some nice positive comments about the 
improvements from our members and hirers following on from this and the kitchen work which is great.  

50:50 Draw Winners  

Congratulations to our September winners. The winning balls were 

1st prize – £35.00 – Ball #1, 2nd prize – £10.00 – Ball #52,  

3rd prize – £5.00 – Ball #38 

More details including the form to join can be found on our website 
https://kenningtonyouthclub.com under Support Us > 50:50 Draw  

 

- Kennington Youth Club Management Committee 

2 October Youth Club Café 3:30 - 5:00pm School Years 8 - 10 

2 October Youth Club 7:00 - 8:30pm School Years 5 - 8 

9 October Youth Club  3:30 - 5:00pm School Years 5 - 8 

16 October Youth Club Café 3:30 - 5:00pm School Years 8 - 10 

16 October Youth Club 3:30 - 5:00pm School Years 5 - 8 

16 October Youth Club 7:00 - 8:30pm School Years 5 - 8 

mailto:members.kyc@gmail.com
mailto:members.kyc@gmail.com
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Allotment diary – Autumn 2019 

For all our traditional grumbles about the dry weather, 2019 has been a productive season. Even messy, 
disorganised gardeners like me have done well – more potatoes and squash than I know what to do with, 
sweetcorn to give away, borlotti beans for drying, and enough garlic to last the winter. My strawberries 
have fruited sparsely as the plants were new, but the taste – infinitely better than anything you can get in 
the shops – is enough to remind me why I bother in the first place. The judges for the allotment 
competition visited this week to admire the perfect plots of 
the really diligent growers with their endless tomatoes, 
neatly trained raspberry canes, healthy-looking kale and 
broccoli. The rest of us gaze in admiration and resolve, as I 
do every year, that next year we’re going to get it right. 

The August BBQ was well attended – people brought 
families and lounged about in the shade of the orchard 
while children went off picking blackberries. A former plot-
holder turned up in a classic car, a beautiful Austin 7, which 
was much admired. Shelley the dog showed remarkable 
restraint in the presence of sausages. Perhaps best of all 
from my point of view, the event attracted the attention of 
some new people who went on to take a plot. 

The weeds are slowing down now, and it’s time to start 
clearing up and thinking about next season. A group of us met up at the weekend to clear and cover a 
small plot – I remember how daunting it is to start with a jungle of brambles, so we try to have a few 
plots ready for newcomers. We have more vacant plots than I would like – people are busy, and allotment 
gardening is hard work (although better than a gym any day!) A new generation of growers will emerge.  
I just hope they come to love this place as much as I do. 

- Emma Tinker -Chair – South Ward / Kennington Allotments 

To enquire about an allotment call Pete on 01865 735402 or email: p.mulvany776@btinternet.com.  For 

more information see www.southwardkenningtonallotments.co.uk  

Know you rights 

Airports and air travel have always caused difficulties and stress, but in the present age,  
with tight security and overcrowded terminal buildings - travellers must deal with situations 
more fraught than ever before. To add to their problems, flights are often delayed or 
cancelled, and suitcases vanish or turn up with items missing or damaged.            

If you encounter any of these problems, you will be able to cope better if you are thoroughly familiar with 
your options before travelling.  

If you're flying to or from an EU airport with an EU airline, under EU rules you might be entitled to 
compensation if you are delayed. You can check on the Civil Aviation Authority website www.caa.co.uk 
which also provides information on other eventualities and on ATOL financial protection for package flight 
travellers.  

Depending on how long your flight is delayed and where you’re flying to, the airline might have to provide 
you with food and drink, access to ‘phone calls and emails, and accommodation if you're delayed 
overnight. Again, the CAA website (see above) provides relevant information.  

If your flight is cancelled, you may have the legal right to have either a full refund or a replacement flight 
to get you to your destination (from another airline if necessary).   

If your luggage is delayed, damaged or lost and the airline is at fault, you have the right to claim 
compensation from the airline. Act quickly because you might have to claim within seven days of your 
flight date. But if you have travel insurance or home contents insurance that covers luggage, an insurance 
claim might be a better option, depending on your excess. 

The Citizens Advice website www.citizensadvice.org.uk will tell you everything you need to know. For more 
guidance, telephone Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 03454 040506 or visit Citizens Advice during 
opening hours. Details of office locations are on www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale  

mailto:p.mulvany776@btinternet.com
http://www.southwardkenningtonallotments.co.uk
http://www.caa.co.uk
http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk
http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale
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ADKINS REMOVALS 
Careful Personal Service  -  Competitive Rates & Free Quotations 

Full Insurance  -  Full & Part packing Service 
Single Items  - Flats & Bedsits Welcome  - House Clearances 

 

LOCAL REMOVALS              DOMESTIC & OFFICE REMOVALS 
               & UK COVERAGE                             & PIANO REMOVALS 

 

01865 599720    www.adkinsremovals.co.uk 
Mob: 07860 500135    m.adkins@tiscali.co.uk 

43 Kennington Road, Oxford OX1 5PB 

     APT HARDLANDSCAPING 

    Paving / Patios             Fencing   

  Sleeper Beds                Top Soil 

  Turfing                         Stone Walling 

  Brickwork                    Driveways 

       Contact Andy  07887 778784 

      andypthomas@hotmail.co.uk                
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Sea Scouts Take to the Water! 

The summer term was an amazing opportunity for the Scouts to get outdoors and try some new 
adventures.  

Back in May the Scouts hiked from Botley to Youlbury, working towards their hiking badges. Along the 
way they also worked on their navigation badges by practising map reading, grid references and 
bearings.  The Scouts really enjoyed their night away from the hut; amazingly no one got lost and we 
were only 15 minutes late getting to Youlbury. 

Though we aren’t based on the river we are actually SEA SCOUTS, and the summer is the perfect 
opportunity for us to get out and about on the water.  The last three weeks of the summer term were 
spent at Farmoor reservoir where the Scouts learned how to sail.  The Scouts learned to prepare their 
boats, complete turning manoeuvres and even how to right their boats in the event of a capsize.  Though 
some Scouts appeared to spend more time in the water than in their boats, everyone did really well and 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  Even the leaders had a swim at the end of the session. 

Normally during the summer holidays there are no Scouts’ meetings.  However, thanks to the 33rd 
Kidlington Sea Scouts we were able to offer our Scouts kayaking sessions. The Scouts had a great time 
learning new skills and playing games… even though paddling in a straight line still proves a challenge 
for some. 

Looking to the future, we’re really excited 
to be back for the autumn term and the 
leaders have been working hard over the 
summer term to make sure our programme 
is as exciting as possible.  By the end of 
September, we hope to achieve our 
Mechanics badges, where Scouts learn to 
perform routine maintenance on cars e.g 
changing a wheel.  So, don’t be alarmed if 
you see a Scout Leader chasing after a 
runaway tyre. Finally, we’re also very 
pleased to welcome Karolina Rygiel to our 
Scout Leader team starting in September. 
We hope she soon finds her feet and enjoys learning alongside our Scouts. 

- Andrew Lee, Assistant Scout Leader, Warrior Scout Trooper 

Contact Citizens Advice for rapid help with online scams 

Citizens Advice has set up a new Scams Action service to help people who have been 
scammed or defrauded online, or think they might have been. 

Call a Scams Action specialist adviser on 0300 330 3003 if you want to report an online scam. You can 
also call us if you're acting on behalf of someone else who has been scammed.  We'll let you know what 
to do next and give you support with any problems you might be facing. 

The Scams Action helpline is open Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 5:00pm (closed on bank holidays).  We 
don't charge for calls to the helpline but check with your telephone provider for their conditions. 

You can also use our "chat" service to talk to an adviser on the web. Chat is available from 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk Monday to Friday 9:00am to 5:00pm.  

For more guidance telephone Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 03454 040506 or visit Citizens Advice 
during opening hours.  Details of office locations are on www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-
south-vale 

http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk
http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale
http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale
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Treat yourselves to the holiday  

of a lifetime. Enjoy FLORIDA  

from our private villa. 
 

 ●  Close to DISNEY & golf courses 

 ●  4 double bedrooms, 3 bathrooms 

 ●  Own south facing pool & covered patio 

TEL: 01235 534710  MOB : 07795 682844 

E.MAIL jonkogel@btinternet.com 

WEB: www.jkgardenmaintenance.com 
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www.oxfordplumbingandheating.co.uk 

Tel. 01865 739657 (Answerphone / Fax) 

Or Tel. 07860 866329 

D.E.R. LONG & SON 

BUILDERS & DECORATORS 

EST 1972 

18 SANDLEIGH ROAD 

DRY SANDFORD 

NR. ABINGDON    OX13 6DP 

* GROUNDWORKS  * EXTENSIONS 

* ROOFING   * BRICKWORK 

* PLASTERING AND RENDERING 

* CARPENTRY 

* INTERNAL  DECORATION 

* EXTERNAL DECORATION 

01865 767522    www.chairsofoxford.co.uk 
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Friends of St Swithun’s (FOSS) 

Parents and carers of children at St Swithun’s School automatically become members of FOSS, the 

parents and teachers’ association of the school, and members of the local community are also encouraged 

to join. There is no minimum involvement level; everyone does as much or as little as they can! 

Last year FOSS made in excess of £17,000 and we were able to make grants to the School to purchase 

musical equipment, interactive white boards and have completely remodelled the Saplings play area. This 

is in addition to the regular contributions for things like the Sapling book bags and leavers’ gifts. 

The list from School of things they would like to have this year is equally as ambitious – and we need 

more volunteers to make it another successful year! If you can spare some time and would like to get 

involved, please get in touch. Without more help some of the regular events are at risk of not happening 

this year, and this would be a great shame for both the children and the School. 

You can contact the FOSS committee via friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com and follow us on Facebook 

@friendsofstswithuns 

- The FOSS team 

The Group, for over 60s, meet every other Monday afternoon from 2:00pm to 
4:00pm in the Village Centre for a social get together, somewhere to meet others 
and enjoy a cup of tea and cake. We also play a game of Bingo and have a small 
raffle. 

All are welcome so please do pop in to see if you would like to join us. 

Next meetings are on 

October 14th - Members lunch meeting 1:00pm (2:00pm for visitors) in the Tandem 

October 28th  

November 11th 

For those who have problems getting about we have volunteer drivers who would be only too pleased to 
transport you.  

If you would like more information please contact me on 01865 730353 or 07540755711   

Email: mdbiggs@virginmedia.com 

-  Margaret Biggs 

- this next academic year 

As is customary, we did not meet in July and August.  At the time of writing we are looking forward to a 
talk by Clare Sargent on the Radley College archives.   

In October we are due a talk by Julie Ann Godson called "Our Boys 1914 - 1918:  who were the fallen of 
our Oxfordshire valley?"  Julie has given us talks before and they have always been excellent.  All talks 
start at 7:45 p.m. on the third Monday of the month in the Methodist Church off Upper Road.   

All are welcome, but non-members are charged £2.50 each.  There is free tea and coffee afterwards but 
donations are welcome. 

- Bob Johnston 

mailto:friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com
mailto:mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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As Autumn takes hold and the evenings start drawing in, it's that time of year when summer has truly 
gone and winter is just around the corner. 

In the world of Morris, this is the time we look forward to 
next summer and start preparing.  It's practice season the 
perfect time for beginners to Morris and start learning. 

Dance of any sort has a wide range of health benefits, 
both physical and mental. Morris is a gentle form of 
exercise, something anyone can tackle. Never danced 
before? No problem. You don't need a partner or any 
equipment to start. It's a sociable (and slightly daft) way 
to have fun and get a little fitter and maybe even a little 
happier in the process. 

Kennington doesn't have its own Morris side (yet!), but 
nearby Botley does. Cry Havoc Morris practises every 
Thursday evening between 7:30pm and 9:30 pm in the WI 
Hall and counts two Kennington residents amongst its regular dancers. We're a mixture of women and 
men of all ages and abilities, and we're always overjoyed to welcome new dancers or musicians.   Why 
not come and try it out? 

To find out more, contact Jim (Poplar Grove) on 07941 697732 or at info@cryhavoc.org.uk, through 
Facebook or Twitter as @cryhavocmorris and check out our website at www.cryhavoc.org.uk. 

 

 

Luke’s Fund Bingo 
 

The family are continuing to raise money for The Fund in memory of Luke and are having a 
 

Bingo on Friday 1st November 
 Kennington Village Centre 

Doors open at 7:00pm. Eyes down 7:30pm. 
 

There will also be a raffle and if you would like to donate a raffle prize that would be appreciated. 

Lucky number entrance ticket £2.00 includes Nibbles. 
Drinks will be on sale 

Thank you all for your continuing support. 

   
For further information please ring Margaret 07540755711 

 email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com 
 

 

mailto:info@cryhavoc.org.uk
http://www.cryhavoc.org.uk
mailto:mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Kennington Memory Club 

We have now been open for a year, and we really want to thank everybody whose help and support has 
made it a success. By the time you read this, we will have held our birthday parties at the club, and our 
next event is a fund-raising three-course dinner on October 19th, An Evening of Memories.  This 
event will be held in St Swithun's Church Hall.  Doors open at 7:00pm, and we shall celebrate the 
pleasure of sharing memories triggered by objects, pictures and music. 

Tickets cost £15; there will be a bar and raffle. Please phone Gillian on 01865 735590, Dilys on 
01865 739774, Isobel on 01865 736170 or Margaret on 01865 739539 for tickets. 

If you are interested in what we do at the club, look at the collage on the front page of this Chronicle. 
You will see a number of things that go on at the club, and also some things that help to keep it running. 
Looking at the pictures starting at the top left, you see members and Helen playing a fun hoopla game 
that gets everybody engaged and moving. Centre top you see people enjoying cream teas at the 
fundraising event Kathryn organised for us. Fundraising is important because our outgoings are greater 
than our regular income, and we have to make up the difference. On the right we see Kathryn serving 
lunch; our communal meal is relaxed and much enjoyed, and a further opportunity for conversation. 

On the second line, Kathryn (and Helen, invisible) are playing a word game with members. This kind of 
game gets people thinking, and as language often endures after other skills fade, people can usually get 
involved. 

On the third line, we see Julie, our new member of staff, who has made it possible for us to offer more 
individual care to members who need it. Moving right, we see Kathryn playing a group card game with 
members, and then a lunchtime group. 

On the bottom line, we see one of our fantastic team of volunteers making a cup of tea or coffee for a 
member, (a good way to let people know they are welcome and help them feel calm and secure, as well 
as an opportunity for a chat). In the centre, we see Helen with another regular volunteer and her PAT 
dog. On the right we see our MP Layla Moran, at our tea-dance for members, carers and friends. We need 
publicity for people in government to understand the need for day care centres and their value to carers 
and the public purse, as well as to people living with dementia. 

But two things that the pictures are unable to convey are the sound of the music and singing that takes 
place at the club, and the companionship of the group. 

For enquiries about membership of the club, please ‘phone our organiser Helen on 07852883496 or visit 
our website: www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk 

- Margaret Newton  

 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY  
 
 
 
 

 

Kennington Women’s Institute invite you to a 

COFFEE MORNING 

TUESDAY 15TH OCTOBER 

10.30am – 12 noon 

Methodist Church, Upper Road 

Tea/coffee and cake £1.50 

RAFFLE - SALES TABLE 

ALL VERY WELCOME 

http://www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs 

The Choir will be preparing Handel’s Messiah and “The Yeomen of the Guard” by Gilbert & Sullivan for 

concerts in November and December.  They are always looking for new singers.  If you would like to be 

part of a very happy group of people who really enjoy singing to a very high standard then come along 

on a Friday evening, or visit the Choirs’ website or contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. 

- Trevor Cowlett 

Kennington Horticultural Society Newsletter

The committee would like to thank all society members and members of the public for the support given 
to the Societies’ annual show on Saturday 7th September. Special thanks also to our various helpers 
working behind the scenes. 

An increase on last year, some 230 exhibits were on display and the judges (and others) commented on 
the high standard of the exhibits. 

It was good to welcome new parents with young children, exhibiting in the adult as well as children’s 
classes for the first time. Thank you all for your support. Here is a list of trophy winners. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 16th October 2019 - Village Hall at 7:30pm 

The first of our autumn events welcomes the return of Chris Ward, a regular speaker who will give a 
presentation, “Undiscovered Norfolk”.  

20th November 2019: AGM followed by a presentation from Darren Lerigo, who has presented in the 
past. His title “Water - what happens when too much or too little.” Members £2.00 and non-
members £3.00. Refreshments complimentary  

Saturday 7 December 2019: Winter in Wisley 

Coach outing to RHS Wisley. The coach will depart from Manor Grove at 8:30am calling at bus stops in 
the village. This is a members-only outing and the cost of £10.00 for the coach only reflects our affiliation 
to the RHS. Wisley has undergone massive redevelopment in the past two years or so, and is well worth 
the visit, particularly at only £10.00!  Bookings to the treasurer on 01865 730961. 

Annual Show 2019 

1 Kennington Cup for most points in vegetable classes: Steve Carr 

2 Millenary Cup for the most points in flower classes: Marilyn Farr 

3 Rose Bowl for best exhibit in roses section: Margaret Young 

4 Floral Art Cup for most points in floral art classes: Margaret Gardner 

5 Millennium Cup for best exhibit in floral art classes: Fran Copeland 

6 Challenge Cup for most points in preserves & cookery: Margaret Buck 

7 Gladys Prior Junior Floral Art Cup: Hazel Ash 

8 Miniature Cup: child up to age 7 group: Robin Ash 

9 Junior Cup: child 8 to 11 yr. Alex Hampton 

10 Banjo Cup: best vegetable exhibit: Steve Carr, Parsnips 

11 Horton Cup: best vase of chrysanthemums: Brian Peedell 

12 Dahlia Challenge Cup for most points in dahlia class: Tony Gunn 

13 Peter Baker Cup for best photograph in show: Marilyn Farr 

14 Jenny Roberts Memorial Cup: Beth Ash 
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KENNINGTON LIBRARY 

The Village Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursdays  10.30—12.30 

Saturdays   10.30—12.30 

 

 

To book the ‘VILLAGE CENTRE’ 
 

Contact Peter Biggs 

ADVERTISEMENTS whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with 

artwork and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle by 4:00pm on the 10th of the month prior to 

publication.  Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability 

and suitability.  All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-

ordinator by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement and the 

Editorial Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers. 

A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August 

Size Measurements 
Per 

Month 
Per Year 

⅛ Page 100x70mm £12 £70 

¼ Page 100x145mm £20 £110 

½ Page 205x145mm £30 £200 

Formats and other information: 

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising 

CONTACT: 

Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator 

9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5QY 

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk 

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4:00pm on the 
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves 

the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial 
policy is News not Views. Submissions to include name 

and contact details.  

Formats, automated reminders and more: 
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial 

DELIVERY  

The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly before the 1st 
of the month, except August (no issue). Contact the 
Distribution Manager for queries or problems with 

delivery. 

CONTACT:  Amena Sutton, The Editor 01865 739936 

16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5RS 

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk 

 

CONTACT:  John Maine 

Distribution Manager 

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk 
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DAY DATE TIME DETAILS LOCATION 

Friday 1 7:00 for 7:30pm Luke’s Fund Bingo  Village Centre 

Wednesday 6 2:15pm Kennington WI Methodist Church 

Wednesday 6 11:00am Kennington Library talk - Tolly and Tamara Village Centre 

Sunday  10 10:30am Remembrance Day Parade  War Memorial 

Sunday 10 2:30pm Kennington United Choirs “Messiah” 
Holywell Music Room, 
Oxford 

Monday 11 2:00am Festival Group Village Centre 

Tuesday 12 10:00am Coffee Morning Methodist Church 

Thursday 14 7:30pm Parish Council Planning Village Centre 

Wednesday 20 7:30pm Horticultural Society - Water too much/little Village Centre 

Monday 25 2:00pm Festival Group Village Centre 

DAY DATE TIME DETAILS LOCATION 

Wednesday 2 2:15pm Kennington WI - Britain from the Sea Methodist Church 

Wednesday 2 11:00am Library Talk - Pamela Nixon Library 

Saturday 5 10:00am-12noon Kennington Cancer Fund - Shoe Sale Village Centre 

Tuesday 8 10:00am Coffee Morning Methodist Church 

Tuesday 8 7:30pm Parish Council Planning Village Centre 

Thursday 10 7:30pm Parish Council Village Centre 

Sunday 13 10:30am Harvest Thanksgiving Service Methodist Church 

Monday 14 12:30PM Festival Group Lunch Village Centre 

Monday 14 7:30pm Friends of Kennington Library Talk Church Hall 

Wednesday 16 10:30am Service in the Lounge Edith Court 

Wednesday 16 7:30am Horticultural Society Undiscovered Norfolk Edith Court 

Sunday 27 10:30am Methodist Church 52nd Anniversary Methodist Church 

Monday 21 7:45pm History Society - Our Boys 1914-1918 Methodist Church 

Monday 28 2:00pm Festival Group Village Centre 

Tuesday 29 7:30pm Parish Council Planning Village Centre 

Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here 

All Parish Council meetings are open to the public 

Regular Events 

Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursday & Saturday 10:30am - 12:30pm 

Badminton Village Centre Monday 8:30pm - 10:30pm 

Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre Tuesday 9:30am - 11:30am 

Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday & Thursday 10:00am 

Memory Club Methodist Church Monday & Thursday 9:30am - 3:30pm 

Pickleball Village Centre Friday 11:30am - 12:30pm 

Table Tennis Youth Club Tuesday 11:00am - 12noon 

October 

November 
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