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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

robertglenny@gmail.com 01235 554739
Jeanette van der Werf (Admin)

rsk.benefice@gmail.com 07770 917466
Associate Clergy

Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
Rev Peter Stanway 01865 739342
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Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall 9:25 a.m.
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 415105
CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group) 9:30 a.m.
3rd Sunday Messy Church in Church 9:25 a.m.

Morning Prayer in Church Hall 9:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday only Evening Service 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays Communion 10:30 a.m.
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR..........................................................................................................999
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Rick Osborn...................................................101
NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk....................................................111
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.......bobtjohnston@gmail.com.............................01865 730209
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident........0800 807060
Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk...................01865 730911
Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...........................................sybuck@hotmail.co.uk
OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard.............................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults) .........................................................................0800 317802
Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
Village Centre Bookings.....................peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.....................07843 743718
Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)..............................01235 422422
What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

Services in November

Sun 3rdt 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m. Service of Remembrance and 

Thanksgiving

Sun 10th 10:45 a.m.Remembrance Service at the 
War Memorial followed by a 
service in Church

6 p.m. Compline
7 p.m. Refresh in Radley Church

Sun 17th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in Church Hall

Sun 24th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m. Compline

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m

The service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving on Sunday 3rd November will be a quiet space
to reflect, remember and give thanks for loved ones we have lost. All are welcome.

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church)

The next  Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on 17th November. The doors open for Messy
Church at 9:30 a.m. and it usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have breakfast

—cereals,  toast,  croissants,  etc.—and  then  feel  free  to  wander  around  and  see  the
activities or join in a discussion if you want to. This allows us to explore and learn more
about our faith in a very relaxed way. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see

how it works. You would be very welcome.

Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service come and enjoy this service in the Church
Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been happening in Messy
Church.

Little Lambs is a group for preschool children and their parents or carers. Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday in the
month, in term time, in the church from 9:15 a.m. We will meet in the Church Hall until the building work in the
church is complete. Come and enjoy cake, coffee and play. All very welcome.

Youth Group is held on the  1st and  3rd Sunday of the month in the Radley Church Room (for
children aged 7-11 and secondary school). You are welcome to just come along and try it, or contact
Rob Glenny or Alison Matthew for more information.

Building work has started on the provision of an accessible toilet in the vestry area and servery in
the church. This may restrict the availability of parking in the next month. We hope that this does
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not cause too much inconvenience to hall and church users and that the improved facilities will be
worth the disruption.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are prayer resources in the prayer corner that you are very welcome to use. You are also
very welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Oxford
OX3 8AX

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

Services in November

3rd 10:30 a.m. Morning  Worship  will  be  led  by the  Rev  Leslie  Marsh,  one  of  our
Supernumerary Ministers.

10th 10:45 a.m. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.  The Act of Remembrance will be held at the
village  War  Memorial  at  10.45  a.m.  followed  immediately  afterwards  by  a
United Service for Remembrance Sunday in St. Swithun’s Parish Church.

17th 10:30 a.m. Our Morning Worship will be led by our own Minister, the Rev Dr Stephen
Maunder. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

24th 10:30 a.m. SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT.  We welcome Paul  Spray,  from Oxford,  to
lead our monthly service of Alternative Worship.

Other activities

Midweek Worship will  be held in the Lounge of Edith Court on Wednesday 13th November  at
10:30 a.m. There is  a welcome to everyone to join the residents  of Edith Court for this  short,
informal act of worship.

Coffee Morning will take place on  Tuesday 12th November in the Methodist Church Hall from
10 a.m. onwards. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Why not come and enjoy a morning out and a
cuppa with old friends and new? You will be most welcome. Our December Coffee Morning will
be held on  Tuesday 10th December at 10 a.m. This will be a “Christmas Special”. The  October
Coffee Mornings raised £91.81.

Hiring a room at the church

If  you are  interested in  hiring a  room for  a  party  or  a  private  function,  please  contact  Trevor
Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on
Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Kennington Youth Club
kenningtonyouthclub.com – School Years 5–8 – Term Time Wednesdays 7–8.30 p.m.

Kennington Youth  Club is  open  to  anyone in  school  years  5–8.  We have a
couple of spaces available. Anyone interested in joining or finding out more
please contact our secretary  on members.kyc@gmail.com. Each regular session is £2 (trips may
vary) plus an annual membership fee of £10, but we offer a free initial session so young people can
try before deciding if they’d like to join.

Upcoming Club Dates in November, Mondays 7–8:30 p.m. for school years 5–8:

6th, 13th, 20th, 27th

Please note that the youth café will not run during November.

50:50 Draw Winners

Congratulations to our October winners. The winning balls were:

1st prize £35 Ball #39

2nd prize £10 Ball #46

3rd prize £5 Ball #14

More details, including the form to join, are on https://kenningtonyouthclub.com under Support Us
> 50:50 Draw.

Village Yard Sale

Thank you to those who came to visit us during the village
yard sale. It was nice to be able to talk with people about the
club,  and  we’re  delighted  to  say  we  raised  over  £85.  In
response to requests from our members, we are going to use
this  money to be able  to  award engraved medals  for  our
competition winners, so thanks to those who have made this
possible.

Upcoming Event: Craft Fair Saturday 7th December

We  are  holding  a  Christmas  Craft  Fair  at  the  club  on
Saturday 7th December to raise funds for the club and as an
opportunity to show off our refurbished kitchen.

Anyone  interested  in  a  table  for  the  event,  either  for
themselves or their organisation please do get in touch at
fundraising.kyc@gmail.com.

— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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3rd Kennington Brownies

Busy Brownies are tackling the new term with loads of energy!

Some new skills were made learning how to read a map using the grid references and how to use a
compass.  The girls  had to look up the co-ordinates for their  own address.  Being able to use a
compass is a lifelong skill as you never know when you would be in the woods or travelling and
have lost direction and are able to say where North is! Incidentally, there is a myth about that moss
only grows on the North side of trees—don't believe this! Use your compass instead.

We were able  to  go outside
to do the rope race in which
several  ropes  were  tied
together;  the  girls  held  on
and then they had to go over
and around obstacle courses.
If  one  person let  go,  it  was
back  to  the  start  position.
Also  the  girls  played  an
outdoor  game  to  learn  that
some  situations  were  not
always fair.

In  a  race,  one  team  filled
cups of water, ran down the
course and filled up a bucket with the water at the other end. However, the other team, had holes in
their cups and, of course, the water was much depleted by the time the course was finished. There
were cries of 'it's not fair!' Yes, life is sometimes not fair, but you have to take from the situation
what you can and learn from it or figure out a way to change it for the next time.

We had an excellent discussion on plastic waste! The Leaders were very impressed by the girls'
knowledge of recycling plastics. This is being talked about in the schools as well and the girls had
many suggestions for rethinking the use of plastic, reusing plastic on more than one occasion and
what  you  could  make  from  reusable  plastic.  So,  the  next  time  you  have  a  packet  of  crisps,
remember that it will take 425 years for the packet to disintegrate!

Lastly, Brownies are always trying to Lend a Hand and do a good turn. They wrote the good turns
that they performed in the past week on long bits of paper and then made about a 10ft long paper
chain. We are going to use the paper chain to decorate our Christmas tree at camp!

So, come and join our fun filled Brownie meetings! We want you to share in our action-packed
activities and earn badges!

— Eagle Owl

Brownies is open to all girls aged 7–10 years. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and
they can join at any time of the year. Please contact Brown Owl at angieaxe258@gmail.com.
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1st Kennington Guides

One of the highlights of this half term has been our Try Dive scuba diving
session run by the Oxford Dive Centre at Radley College swimming pool. After learning about
scuba safety, we practised the basic skills before taking part in some team challenges. We also
learned  about  ocean  wildlife  and  Project  AWARE  and  its  work  across  the  globe  to  protect
underwater environments.

This linked well with Girlguiding UK’s Future Girl Acts campaign to address plastic pollution. The
Guides collected recyclable plastic  to make a ‘Save our Seas’ display and pledged to be more
environmentally conscious in their use of plastic.

The unit also had a visit from St John Ambulance as part of the Resuscitation Council’s Restart A
Heart  campaign to  teach the Guides  first  aid
skills  and how to  use  a  defibrillator.  Details
about how to find your nearest defibrillator can
be found at
scas.nhs.uk/news/campaigns/savealife

We are  delighted  to  have  presented  our  first
theme  award  from  the  new  Girlguiding
programme  for  the  ‘Express  Myself’ theme.
This  award  included  completing  the
photography interest badge as well as a range
of other creative activities.

We  are  looking  forward  to  the  rest  of  the
Autumn term including the Amey Engineering
Challenge, supporting the Macmillan Dress Up
and Dance fundraising campaign and working
on our ‘Have Adventures’ themed activities.

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

Guides  is  for  all  girls  aged  10–14.  If  you’d  like  to  join  in  the  fun,  please  contact  Jo  on
07940 537992 or  kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Our trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park

We were all very excited when we arrived at school on Friday 27th September. This was not just any
normal school day; we were lucky enough to be going on a trip to The Cotswold Wildlife Park to
help with our learning for our ‘Save our Species’ topic.

When we got to school, we went to the toilet, put on our coats, and made sure we had our packed
lunches.  We then boarded the coach,  and not  long after  we had arrived.  There  were  so many
animals to see! There were too many to describe them all but we especially liked the fierce lions
that were actually being rather lazy, the long-necked giraffes and even a tiny baby rhino.

Unfortunately, the sun did not shine all day and it soon started to
rain. We all got a bit wet. But that didn’t stop us from smiling
and enjoying the day.

Later on in the day, we had a talk about endangered animals.
The  zookeeper  told  us  all  about  the  penguins  and how their

numbers are falling.
This  means  that
there  are  fewer
penguins than there
were  before.  We
learnt  different
ways  that  we  can
help  save  the
penguins and other endangered animals.

These included: fishing less so that the penguins have
lots to eat, not using as much plastic so that it does not
end up in the rivers and seas, and not cutting down as
many trees as it destroys the animals’ homes.

After all that learning, we needed some brain food so stopped for lunch. Luckily, it managed to stay
dry so we could have a picnic on the picnic benches. After lunch, we had just enough time to go
and see the bats in their bat cave. They were very energetic and were speedily flying around in the
dark.

All too soon, it was time to come back to school. We had a fantastic trip and loved seeing all the
different and exciting animals.

— Hawthorn Class and Miss Partridge
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Citizens Advice Bureau: Energy advice
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Your local Citizens Advice is launching its annual initiative to help people
in financial need who find it hard to pay their energy bills. The project, called the Energy Advice
Programme (EAP), is going live throughout Oxfordshire South and Vale from October to March
2020. It includes comprehensive steps to help people who have to spend a significant proportion of
their income on fuel bills.

At an EAP appointment our advisers, depending on your particular problem, can do one or more of
the following.

➢ Help you understand energy companies’ tariffs and bills.

➢ Provide information and support on switching tariff or supplier, identifying any savings you
might make.

➢ Give advice on energy efficiency measures and list any grants available to pay for these.

➢ Carry out benefit entitlement checks and help you claim any benefits to which you might be
entitled. We can help you apply for the Warm Home Discount and the Priority Services
Register, if applicable.

➢ Assist with any customer service complaints you might have against your energy company.

The Citizens Advice website  citizensadvice.org.uk will give you more information. You can also
telephone our  Adviceline  on  03 444 111 444 or  visit  a  local  branch  of  Citizens  Advice  during
opening hours. Details of office locations are on citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale.

… and we’re looking for volunteers!

Citizens  Advice Oxfordshire  South and Vale  is  looking for  volunteers  to  work in  our  friendly
offices in Abingdon, Didcot, Faringdon, Henley and Thame. As well as volunteer advisers, we also
need receptionists, IT specialists and administrators.

Once  trained,  volunteer  advisers  can  make  a  real  difference  to  our  clients  by  helping  them
overcome problems  they  face  with  benefits,  debt,  employment,  housing  or  family  relationship
issues.

Last year our 160 volunteers advised over 11,000 people face to face and by phone. We were able
to help two thirds resolve their problems. Volunteer advisers can, if they wish, progress to being
paid supervisors. We offer a flexible and supportive working environment.

If you have eight hours a week to spare (we can be flexible about time) and would like to make a
contribution to your local community, gain new skills and meet new people, please follow see our
website citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer.

Or, if you would like to discuss these volunteering roles, please email Jon Bright, Director, on
jon.bright@osavcab.org.uk.
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Garden Ethics

I’ve been to visit three new potential clients, and they, in very different ways, got me thinking about
how ethics are interwoven in how and why we garden.

The first client had a really old shed that, although falling apart, had still retained a lot of materials
in great condition. Their challenge was whether it was cheaper to dismantle and dispose of the old
shed, and then purchase and build a new one? They compared this  with separating out all  the
saveable materials and rebuilding a new shed out of what was left,  by purchasing any missing
materials.

The second client had an overgrown garden, still full of very nice plants. They were facing the
conundrum of whether it was cheaper to have all the saveable plants dug up and retained or to just
clear the whole site and buy a totally fresh batch of plants?

My third client was playing with the age-old issue of whether it’s a better use of time and money to
stop growing their own vegetables and just take a trip to the local shop?

My conclusion is that worth and value are not just measured in monetary terms. They can also be
measured in the carbon footprint, against sustainability and in the feel-good factor—in values, in
ethics.

There’s certainly no right or wrong conclusion around this, and if you were expecting one, sorry,
I’m going to disappoint you! We all have to make our own considered choices, some of us thinking
about  the  wider  impacts,  others  of  us  thinking  about  what’s  the  most  convenient  or  the  most
sensible option. The interpretation of ‘sensible’ is a whole other article!

Gardening  can  be  considered  as  a  simple  pastime,  career  or  even  a  burden.  Yet  simple
conversations around the gardens I visit often lead me to deep consideration elsewhere.

Garden Explorers

On a recent weekend, a friend and I walked the section of The River Thames Path, from Goring to
Reading.  We  passed  through  many  habitats  and  glimpsed  various  styles  of  gardens  in  the
Pangbourne and Caversham areas particularly. As the walk progressed, I started to contemplate that
the routes we take seldom vary, and we really are creatures of habit.

When  we  walk  around  our  own gardens,  usually  we  stick  to  the  same  routes,  and  the  same
viewpoints. Often, we even garden at the same time of day.

Sometimes changing things, even subtly, can make us aware of new things, and the nature that
shares the garden with us. We’re not the only inhabitants if we care to look. The creatures out there
are creatures of habit too. Maybe even creatures of habitats? Once we become aware of specific
parts of the ecosystem, we see it without even trying. Once seen it is hard to ignore.

So, I set you a challenge for the coming month. Try to become a garden explorer. Discover new
species inhabiting your garden. You probably won’t discover a new species, but it will be unknown
by you until that point.

The pleasure our gardens bring is not just in the act of constant gardening, but in observing too.
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field

With November being the month of Remembrance, there isn’t a better time
to  walk  through the  Memorial  Field  and think  of  those  who made the
ultimate sacrifice.

Back in 1946, Kennington Village and Oxford Preservation Trust came together to raise the £1,000
needed to purchase the field in equal measure as a memorial to the six men of Kennington who
were killed in the Second World War. Their names are recorded on plaques by three entrance gates
and on the information board. More information about the men from Kennington who died in both
World Wars is in George Ross’ book “Kennington History—Lest we forget”, a copy of which is in
the library.

Previously part of Radley College’s golf links, the Memorial Field was opened on 7 th June 1946 and
has always been looked after so that the field is “… preserved as an open space in perpetuity”, a
place of peace and recreation. More recently, the field was designated as a Local Wildlife Site for
its unusually species-rich neutral grassland covered with old ant hills. Cattle graze between spring
and autumn every year to encourage more wild flowers. By managing the field traditionally with
farming activities, a small part of the rural setting of this ancient village is preserved.

For more information,  contact  Oxford Preservation Trust  on  info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk or
01865 242918.

— Lindsay Priddle

Kennington Festival Group

I am writing this the day after 35 of us had lunch in the Tandem, followed by our usual
meeting there. We thank Ryan and his staff for looking after us so well. They were all so
friendly and helpful. Everyone enjoyed their lunch and we hope to be able to do it again
next year.

This Group, for over 60s, meets every other Monday afternoon from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the Village
Centre for a social get-together, somewhere to meet others and enjoy a cup of tea and cake. We also
play a game of Bingo and have a small raffle. All are welcome so please do pop in to see if you
would like to join us.

Our next meetings are on Mondays:

11th November

25th November

9th December

For those who have problems getting about, we have volunteer drivers who would be only too
pleased to transport you.

If you would like more information please contact me.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

Visits to a wide variety of places are an important aspect of our school’s curriculum.
Our children in Reception are lucky enough to be able to go to the woods by Small
World Nursery most weeks, for an afternoon of learning among the trees.

In the first month of the school year, our Year 1 classes (5 to 6-year olds) went to the Cotswold
Wildlife Park, and you can read about their day on page 14. Our Year 4 classes have also been on a
day’s visit to Bournemouth Oceanarium to support their topic on the world’s oceans. They had an
amazing day and were even able to have a short time on the beach, which is extra-exciting when
you live in landlocked Oxfordshire!

We are so lucky to have a wealth of places to visit in our locality, and certainly within a two-hour
drive, which is possible with a slightly extended school day. We are very grateful to all our parents,
who are willing to support the school’s work in giving the children a rich and varied curriculum.
Later this month, our Year 6 pupils, in their final year at St Swithun’s, will be off to Woodlands
Outdoor Education Centre, between Hereford and Brecon, for a week of outdoor and adventurous
activities. Perhaps you went to one of Oxfordshire’s out-of-county outdoor education centres when
you were at school? If so, I hope that you have good memories of your time there.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, 01865 415105, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

Kennington Women’s Institute

It was very pleasing to see so many of our members at the October meeting. We
had some business to discuss which included information about our subscriptions
for the coming year. We were delighted to see that Margaret Young’s photograph of
our August Afternoon Tea was printed in the News and Views this month. Our Secretary distributed
copies of the Christmas lunch menu for The Tandem where we will have our December meeting.
These need to be completed and returned at our November meeting.

Our speaker was Malvin Drakley who came to talk to us about “Britain from the Sea”. He has been
on several cruises around the British Isles on the Marco Polo cruise ship which has allowed him to
view our islands from a different perspective. Malvin showed us an eclectic choice of photographs -
from powerful engineering including bridges, castles and oil rigs to fragile, colourful wild flowers
and many sea birds. He talked to us about Tilbury which was a fort in Henry VIII’s time. This was
where Elizabeth 1‘s ships set out to fight the Armada and it was also where the Windrush docked.
For each place Malvin visited, he had fascinating photographs of the area and he talked about the
history such as the forts in the Thames Estuary, the Saxon and Iron age buildings in the north of
Scotland and the oil rigs. There were lots of questions after the talk which  Malvin was happy to
answer before he judged our competition.

Clare Sargent, the Archivist at Radley College will be at our meeting on Wednesday 6 th November
in the Methodist Church Hall at 2:15 p.m. Clare will be telling us about “The History of Radley
College”. Please come and join us. You will be very welcome.

— Maureen Palma
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

The Choirs will be giving their annual performance of
Handel’s MESSIAH

Holywell Music Room in Oxford on
Sunday 10th November at 2:30 p.m.

Soloists:

Claire Barratt (Soprano) Serenna Wagner (Mezzo-Soprano)

Ian Barratt (Tenor) Stephen Barratt (Baritone)

Jamal Sutton (Piano) Trevor Cowlett MBE (Conductor)

Entrance is free, but there will be a Note Collection for
MacIntyre, Empowering People with Learning Difficulties

This is a “Sing-In” concert, and we invite those who would like to sing to join us, and we look
forward to  a  large  audience  to  come and listen and everyone to  come and give.  There is  an
invitation to everyone.

The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk—Kennington’s very own community café

The Apple Café continues to open for all ages from 9 a.m. on Thursdays, and from 10:30 a.m. on
Saturdays, closing at 12:30 p.m. Do come and sample our homemade cakes, and excellent bacon
butties on a Saturday.

Our  first  Knitter  Natter group  was  a  great  success,  and
there are further “knit-ins” planned for Thursdays 14th and
28th November.  Share  your  love  of  knitting  and  crochet.
Come  along  and  learn  to  knit  or  crochet.  The  Café  can
provide needles and wool for beginners or bring your own.

Local resident Ollie Raikes, travel consultant, will be at the
Café again on  Thursday 21st November,  to give advice on
travel and holidays.

If you would like further information about the Café, or would like to volunteer, please contact me
on carolenewbigging@outlook.com or 01865 326691.

— Carole Newbigging

Apple Café, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk
St Swithun’s Church Hall

Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
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Fundraising and social evening for Asylum Welcome

An evening  of  art  and  music  in  support  of  Asylum  Welcome,
working to help refugees, asylum seekers and detainees who have
fled persecution and danger in their own countries and seek refuge
in Oxford and Oxfordshire

Friday 29th November from 7:00-9:00 p.m.
St Swithun's Church, Kennington

Come and peruse work by local artists while
listening to music from a group of talented, local musicians

Cost: £10 a ticket, which includes nibbles and a glass of non-alcoholic punch

There will be an opportunity to purchase artwork.
All exhibiting artists are kindly donating a percentage of any sale to the work of Asylum Welcome.

For more information and for tickets please contact Alison Mathew
on revalisonmathew@gmail.com or 01865 327974

40th Oxford (Kennington) Scout Group

New Scout HQ Carpet!

The 40th Oxford (Kennington) Scout
Group passes on huge thanks to Sir
Robert  McAlpine  for  the  generous
donation of £2,500, which has gone
towards  replacing  a  very  tired  HQ
carpet  (and  levelling  the  floor)  so
that all the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts &
Explorers  are  now  much  more
comfortable.  The new carpet  has  a
lovely bounce to it, and we hope that
it  will  last  another  20+ years.  The
photograph  shows  the  Endeavour
Cub  Scout  Pack  receiving  the
cheque  from  Sir  Robert  McAlpine
company  standing  on  the  new
carpet!

We hope to see you all at our Fireworks night on Saturday 2nd November, where you can see (and
feel) the carpet for yourselves!

We are always grateful for tombola donations, so please just bring them down to Beavers, Cubs or
Scouts, or by 2 p.m. on Saturday 2nd. Also thank you for the many offers; we now have enough
wood for the bonfire. Please also be reassured that our bonfire is not built until the day of the event,
to ensure that no hibernating creatures lurk within.

— Paul Hallam
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The Chronicle needs volunteers!

World War II veterans’ portraits

A new exhibition of photographic portraits of WWII veterans is
set  to go on display at  the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum,
Woodstock, from 19th October to 5th January.

The exhibition, “3945 Portraits”, is the work of award-winning photographer  Glyn Dewis. He is
leading an ongoing project to photograph Second World War veterans from all branches of the
armed forces, and from a wide range of different regiments and corps, including the Oxfordshire
and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry.

The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum is open Tuesday–Friday 10 a.m.–5 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m.–
5 p.m. and Sunday 2–5 p.m. The county’s only military history museum is located in the grounds of
the Oxfordshire Museum, Park Street, Woodstock.

For  further  information,  images  and  interviews  contact  us  on  01993 810210,
duncan.parsons@sofo.org.uk (Marketing Supervisor) or peggy.ainsworth@sofo.org.uk (Collections
Manager).

@SOFOtrust — facebook.com/SoldiersofOxfordshire — sofo.org.uk —3945portraits.com
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Some members of the Chronicle team have been with us
for many,  many years.  They have given sterling service,
and are now ready to pass their batons to someone new.

We are looking for people to take over three different roles:

Distribution Co-ordinator

Advertising Co-ordinator

Producer

➢ The Distribution Co-ordinator keeps a record of deliverers, receives the printed copies of the
Chronicle, and distributes them to the deliverers as required.

➢ The  Advertising  Co-ordinator communicates  with  people  and  businesses  who  wish  to
advertise, receives their advertisements, and creates pages with their advertisements.

➢ The  Producer takes articles from the Editor,  and advertisements from the Advertising Co-
ordinator, and lays them out in a form ready for printing.

If you would like to join the team, or find out if any of these roles would suit you, please do contact
me. We’ll provide plenty of support while you get used to the role.

— Amena Sutton, Editor, editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk, 01865 739936
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Radley History Club book launch

Saturday 30th November, 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
Radley Manor and Village: a thousand-year story

The Mansion, Radley College, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 2HR

The Mansion was built  by the  Stonhouse family in the 1720s as
their Manor house. At the launch you will be able to buy the book
(£15),  view  displays  and  enjoy  refreshments  provided  by  the
Women’s Institute.

The book takes us through the changing role of Radley Manor and
its influence on the village, from around the time of the Norman
Conquest to the present day.

Radley  Manor  and  Village  was  researched  and  written  as  a
collaboration between Radley History Club and Radley College’s
archivist.

You can also order copies from https://radleyhistoryclub.org.uk.

KADS News

Have you got your tickets for the KADS annual panto yet? Oh no you haven’t?! Don’t
leave it too late or you’ll be sad that it's “behind you!”

In January 2020, we’ll be bringing  Cinderella to the stage, and rehearsals are going very well.
Tickets are on sale from the Box Office now.

Show dates at Kennington Village Centre are:

January

Friday 24th 7:30 p.m. (all tickets £8)

Saturday 25th 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Sunday 26th 12 noon & 5 p.m.

Thursday 30th 7:30 p.m.

Friday 31st 7:30 p.m.

February

 Saturday 1st 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are just £8 for the first performance, then £10 adults, £8 concessions, and £30 for a family
of four (under 5s go free on laps).

Contact the Box Office on 01865 739025 or  boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk. We accept payment
in cash, by cheque or BACS.

Follow us on Facebook @KenningtonADS for all the latest news!

— Sarah Ellner
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Have you tried meditation? Would you like to?

Meditation classes often attract a fee. Even if it’s a suggested donation of £5 per week, that can add
up and put people off. This is coupled with the fact that many meditation sessions are in Oxford
city attracting a bus fare, parking fee or a  Dalí wheel, also doesn’t always help. So, look out for
options more local to you.

Speaking  of  which,  there’s  a  well-established,  small  and  friendly  series  of  weekly  pop-up
meditation events happening more often than not in, or near, Kennington. It’s called Tumbleweed
Zen  meditation  and  is  for  those
who prefer  an  informal  approach.
We don’t chant. The only ritual we
have  involves  making  tea  and
having  chit-chat,  and  it’s  offered
free of charge.

Since we don’t have a schedule, an email lets people know where to turn up.

Beginners are most welcome. See our blog for more information at tumble.home.blog.

— Trevor Barton

Our Blue Planet and our local environment

Many have seen the wonderful series Blue Planet by Sir David Attenborough, highlighting the
dangers of plastic to our environment and future generations. This is a worldwide issue including
our local environment and affects us all, whatever age group.

I visit one of the two playing fields in Kennington with my dog usually twice a day. Recently I have
been picking up at least two items of plastic litter plus several other items on each visit. Doing a bit
of quick Maths, this equates to over 1400 items a year of:

✗ sweet packets, bags and torn off ends

✗ crisp packets

✗ cans

✗ plastic bags, bottles and lids

✗ fast food containers

✗ broken glass

Is it just me picking up these items? Should I keep them all for a few months and see how big the
pile gets? Take a photo? So who is doing this littering?

There are litter bins for our use but has it become "the thing" to drop items everywhere or throw
them out of the car window expecting some magical being to pick them up and save our planet? If
left the mower will churn them up smaller and gradually sink them into the soil ...

There used to be “Keep Britain Tidy” and “Take your rubbish home with you” signs which are even
more relevant now and for future generations.
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Kennington Good Neighbours

There are  many agencies now who offer  opportunities for those who
want to volunteer in various ways in the community.

If you wish to volunteer within the Village, Kennington has a small group of volunteer drivers who
use  their  own cars  to  take  those  residents  without  cars  to  local  hospitals,  health  centres,  hair
dressers, and local amenities. Some volunteers are people who are willing to visit those who are
lonely or would like a bit of social company now and again.

More drivers are needed, so if you would like to join us to do this or could help in other ways, e.g.
shopping, gardening and so on, please get in touch with me.

If you need transport please ring Dilys Cale on 01865 739774.

If you need help or more information, please contact me.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Friends of St Swithun’s School

St Swithun’s School is holding its Christmas Fair and Market on Saturday
23rd November in the lower (KS2) hall at the school, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
This popular event just keeps getting better every year, and is a fantastic chance
to get your Christmas gift list sorted while getting in the festive mood!

Once  again,  we  have  an  amazing  range  of  stalls,  where  talented  local
craftspeople  will  be  selling  some  unique  and  wonderful  gifts,  along  with  flowers,  cakes,  and
sweets. When you’ve browsed all the stalls and shopped ’til you dropped, sit back and relax in our
pop-up café,  and enjoy a  hot  or  cold  drink.  If  you’re  feeling peckish,  we’ll  be serving bacon
sandwiches, as well as delicious vegetarian and vegan food.

As if shopping wasn’t enough, we also have lots to entertain you and the kids! Our hugely popular
festive tombolas will be back, so try your luck and see if your ticket will win a prize. And for the
first time this year we’re hosting an Elf’s Arcade where our team of naughty, fun-loving elves will
be running a whole range of exciting festive games. After all that excitement, try your hand at our
Christmas craft area, where you can make a beautiful hand-made decoration to take home and
display with pride.

As always, all profits from the fair go straight to the school to fund projects benefiting every pupil.
Entry to the fair is FREE, and all are very welcome to attend—we can’t wait to see you there!

Shopping is clearly on our mind at the moment, as the day before the fair, Friday 22nd November,
we’ll be hosting a  Scholastic Book Fair, after school in the lower (KS2) hall. There’ll be some
fantastic books on offer to suit all tastes and reading abilities, starting from just £2.99. Even better,
for every book you buy, the school gets a book of equal value, so while finding gifts for all the
bookworms in your life, you’ll also be helping to boost the school’s library.

— Charlotte Buxton

34 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
mailto:mdbiggs@virginmedia.com


35



36 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Wednesday 20th November

AGM followed by a presentation from Darren Lerigo, who has presented in the past. His title is
“Water: What happens when there is too much or too little?” Members £2 and non-members
£3. Refreshments complimentary.

Saturday 7th December

Winter in Wisley Coach outing to  RHS Wisley.  The coach will  depart  from Manor Grove at
8:30 a.m. calling at bus stops in the village. This is a members-only outing and the cost (£10 for the
coach only) reflects our affiliation to the RHS. Wisley has undergone massive redevelopment in the
past 2 years or so, and is well worth the visit, particularly at only £10! Bookings to the treasurer on
01865 730961.

— Brian Peedell

Editor’s page of puzzles and inspirational thoughts

This month’s challenge

Of the 195 countries in the world, can you list the ones that do not contain the letter ‘A’?

Hint: try to do this by continent, e.g. there are 9 in Europe.

Answers to last month’s puzzles

Puzzle 1 (challenging): FIJI, CHILE, SEYCHELLES, LIECHTENSTEIN, YEMEN

Puzzle 2 (easy): ALI,  BOTHAM,  BRADMAN,  COWDREY,  GAVASKAR,  HADLEE,
HOBBS, IMRAN, LARA, SOBERS, TENDULKAR, WARNE

Six inspirational stories with lots of meaning (anon.)

➢ All the villagers decided to pray for rain. On the day of prayer, all the people gathered but
only one boy came with an umbrella. That is faith.

➢ When you throw babies up in the air, they laugh because they know you will catch them.
That is trust.

➢ Every night we go to bed without any assurance of being alive next morning but we still set
our alarms to wake us up. That is hope.

➢ We plan things for tomorrow despite not knowing the future. That is confidence.

➢ We see the world suffering but still, we get married and have children. That is love.

➢ On a man’s shirt was written the sentence, “I am not 80 years old; I am sweet sixteen with
64 years of experience.” That is a positive attitude.

“Good friends are the rare jewels of life;
difficult to find and impossible to replace.”
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

FREE events for young children and parents this month

Monday 11th: Rhyme Time 2:30–3 p.m.

Wednesday 20th: Story Time 11–11:30 a.m.

FREE events for Adults

Wednesday 6th: Free Coffee Talk with Tolly and Tamara. Iain Tolhurst (Tolly) has been an Organic
Grower for 40 years, and his wife Tamara a gifted cook. They will give an inspirational, witty,
factual and practical talk on growing organically and preserving a bountiful harvest. Tolly’s book is
called “Back to Earth—UK Organic Horticulture through the Lifetime of a Grower.” Coffee will be
served from 10:30 and the talk will be at 11 a.m.

Digital Help from David is available  every Wednesday at the library. On Wednesday 13th, our
Family History Research expert, Carole, will also be available, so why not start researching your
family tree with her help, now that the days are getting short?

01865 730763 News at www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary

Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman Pamela Allen chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary Helen Hurrell secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer Hugh Fleming treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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FREE event FOR ALL — Friday 15th: Our BOARD GAMES CAFÉ returns!

Come along between 4:30
and 6:30 p.m. to play an

assortment of games.

Refreshments will be
available, for which

donations will be
appreciated.
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sybuck@hotmail.co.uk. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com

Cancer Screening – is it for you?

Botley  and Kennington Patient  Participation  Group will  host  a  talk  by  Cancer
Research UK’s Hannah  Hollis, the organisation’s Facilitator for Oxfordshire and
Swindon,  from 7 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday 20th at Botley Medical Centre, Elms Road, Oxford,
OX2 9JS. All patients of Kennington Health Centre and Botley Medical Centre are welcome.

Cancer screening looks for signs in symptom-free people that cancer may be developing. If you
already have symptoms, contact your GP straight away.

The UK has three national cancer screening programmes. In England:

➢ Breast screening is offered to women aged 50–70

➢ Cervical screening is offered to women aged 25–64. It is offered every 3 years to women
aged 25–49 and every 5 years to women aged 50–64.

➢ Bowel screening is offered to men and women aged 60–74 who are registered with a GP.

➢ If you are older than the age range for breast or bowel screening, you can make your
own breast screening appointment, or request a bowel screening kit. Your GP surgery can
tell you how to do this.

Hannah will discuss the pros and cons of cancer screening for individuals and for society. There
will be time for questions.

For further information, please see Cancer Research UK’s website
www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/screening/understanding-cancer-screening

Who are we? The Botley and Kennington Patient Participation Group consists of volunteers who
are registered patients of the Botley Medical Centre and Kennington Health Centre. Our main aims
are  to  promote  the  well-being  of  patients  and  to  facilitate  positive  and  effective  two-way
communication between the practice and its patients.

For further information about Botley and Kennington PPG, please contact me.

— Grant Nightingale grantn00@outlook.com

Erratum from last month: In the PPG article on page 27 of the October Chronicle, reference was
made towards the end to the “March Quality Care Commission results.” That should have read,
“March Care Quality Commission results.”

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.

Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
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ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is  News  not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  name  and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial

CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

mailto:editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
mailto:distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
mailto:adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising


Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.

Regular events
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton Village Centre Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Memory Club Methodist Church Monday and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Table Tennis Youth Club Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
Walking Netball Village Centre Friday 10–11 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public

November
Fri 1 7 for 7:30 p.m. Luke’s Fund Bingo Village Centre

Wed 6
11 a.m.–12 noon Kennington Library talk: Tolly and Tamara Village Centre
2:15 p.m. Kennington WI Methodist Church

Sun 10
10:30 a.m. Kennington Remembrance Day Parade War Memorial
2:30 p.m. Kennington United Choirs: Messiah Holywell Music Room, Oxford

Mon 11 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
Tue 12 10 a.m.–12 noon Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
Wed 13 10:30 a.m. Short Service Edith Court
Thu 14 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre
Mon 18 7:45 p.m. Kennington History Society: Anniversaries 2018 Methodist Church
Tue 19 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre
Wed 20 7:30 p.m. Horticultural Society: Water: too much, too little Village Centre
Mon 25 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre

December
Sun 1 6 p.m. Carols Around the Tree War Memorial
Wed 4 2:15 p.m. Kennington WI Methodist Church
Sat 7 Early Horticultural Society: Trip to Wisley Gardens
Mon 9 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre

Tue 10
10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Thu 12 7:30 p.m. Parish Council meeting Village Centre
Mon 16 7:45 p.m. History Society: 17th century Christmas Methodist Church
Mon 23 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Christmas Tea Village Centre
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Index of Contents: page 3. Useful contacts: page 2. Magazine contacts: page 43.

Please remember to update your diary dates on the Kennington website.
Contact the Clerk on clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk for how to do so.

The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.

Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.
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