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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

robertglenny@gmail.com 01235 554739
Jeanette van der Werf (Admin)

rsk.benefice@gmail.com 07770 917466
Associate Clergy

Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
Rev Peter Stanway 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall 9:25 a.m.
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 415105
CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group) 9:30 a.m.
3rd Sunday Messy Church in Church 9:25 a.m.

Morning Prayer in Church Hall 9:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday only Evening Service 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays Communion 10:30 a.m.
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR..........................................................................................................999
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Rick Osborn...................................................101
NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk....................................................111
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.......bobtjohnston@gmail.com.............................01865 730209
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident........0800 807060
Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk...................01865 730911
Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...........................................sybuck@hotmail.co.uk
OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard.............................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults) .........................................................................0800 317802
Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
Village Centre Bookings.....................peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.....................07843 743718
Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)..............................01235 422422
What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter

Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

For many people,  at this time of year, life seems to speed up at what can sometimes seem an
alarming rate! So much to do, so many places to be. But in the Christian faith, the challenge of
Advent, those days before Christmas—and it is a real challenge—is to find ways to do the waiting
that the season is meant for; to find space amongst the busy days to breathe, to be still as we wait
for the birth of the Christ Child who brings light into the darkness and the promise of the hope of
new life. It’s not easy when the world is rushing so fast, urging us to spend more, portraying images
of the unattainable (at least in my life!) ‘perfect’ Christmas dinner!

Of course, it is also a season of celebration, and whether we are gathering round the tree in the
village to sing carols, or watching nativity plays at the school, or getting together with family and
friends (or all of the above), we celebrate the gift of the love and joy that the Christ Child brings us.

But for many people, for all sorts of reasons, Christmas can also be a difficult time of year. So this
year, Christians Together in Kennington are holding what is known as a Blue Christmas service—a
quieter, more reflective space to come together, recognising the struggles that many face at this
time of year.  This will  be on Sunday 22nd December at  St Swithun’s Church at  3 p.m. All  are
welcome.

If  you  haven’t  seen  our  new  website  www.rskbenefice.org,  take  a  look.  You’ll  find  lots  of
information about our services over Christmas. You will also find information about the Advent
play by the fabulous  LAMPS collective on Sunday 1st December in  Radley,  family fun at  our
Christingle and Nativity services, our carol service on Sunday 22nd at 6 p.m., and our Midnight
Service on Christmas Eve. All are welcome.

Wishing you and yours the light and love of the Christ Child this Christmas.

Happy Christmas!

— Rev Alison Mathew
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Services in December

Sun 1st 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m. Carols Around the Tree

Sun 8th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
4 p.m. Christingle
6 p.m. Compline
7 p.m. Refresh in Radley Church

Sun 15th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in Church Hall

Sun 22nd 3 p.m. Blue Christmas Service:
If, for whatever reason, Christmas is a difficult time
of year for you, you are most welcome to come and 
join us for this quiet, reflective service.

Tue 24th 4 p.m. Nativity
11:30 p.m.Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
10:30 a.m.Family Communion

Sun 29th 11 a.m. Benefice service at Radley
6 p.m. An Iona “Watch Night” service 

in Radley. A space to reflect on 
the past year and to look 
forward to the year to come.

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m
There will be no service on Thursday 26th December

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church)

The next  Messy Church at  St Swithun’s will  be on 15th December.  The doors open for
Messy Church at 9:30 a.m. and it usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have

breakfast—cereals, toast, croissants, etc.—and then feel free to wander around and see
the activities or join in a discussion if you want to. This allows us to explore and learn
more about our faith in a very relaxed way. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee

and see how it works. You would be very welcome.

Morning Prayer: For those who prefer a more traditional service come and enjoy this service in the Church
Hall. You can also enjoy a croissant and coffee after the service and see what has been happening in Messy
Church.

Little Lambs is a group for preschool children and their parents or carers. Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday in the
month, in term time, in the church from 9:15 a.m. We will meet in the Church Hall until the building work in the
church is complete. Come and enjoy cake, coffee and play. All very welcome.

Youth Group is held on the  1st and  3rd Sunday of the month in term time. It is held in the
Radley Church Room (for children aged 7–11 and secondary school). You are welcome to just
come along and try it, or contact Rob Glenny or Alison Matthew for more information.

Building work: We hope that the work to provide an accessible toilet in the vestry area will be
nearly complete. The servery will be installed in 2020. This may restrict the availability of parking
in the next month. We hope that this does not cause too much inconvenience to hall and church
users, and that the improved facilities will be worth the disruption.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are prayer resources in the prayer corner that you are very welcome to use. You are also
very welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Oxford
OX3 8AX

“You must be very busy at this time of year,” are words often said to members of the clergy in the
lead up to Christmas! Well yes, that is true of course, but I am not quite sure that we are any busier
than many of you who are trying to balance family, work and necessary seasonal preparations.

One of the challenges for clergy and churches is to make good use of the weeks of December
before Christmas Day. The season of Advent is a gift for us, intended to be a time of stillness amid
the busyness which is all around us.

Advent readings and worship speak of preparation and of waiting. They offer opportunities for
hearts to be quietened. This is to help us focus upon the simple and profound story that in an
ordinary place a child was born. One child amongst the millions of children born before and since.
But a birth which was different because the one born in Bethlehem was, we believe, the longed-for
Saviour, the light coming into the world.

Light shining in the darkness is a strong image. One for which we continue to pray as we look
forward in Advent with hope and expectation.

You may find this season to be one of celebration with family and friends, a time of great busyness
for  you  as  for  me,  or  you  may  find  it  to  be  a  very  difficult  time  due  to  family  or  other
circumstances. I hope that the worship offered by our churches in Kennington may be able to say
something to you however you may be feeling, and to offer moments of peace.

I also offer this prayer as one which you might wish to use at this time of year:

Almighty God, in this season of darkness, help us to glimpse the light of your love made known in
Christ. Bring peace to hearts that are in turmoil, hope to those in despair, and joy into lives of
sadness. This prayer we offer through the one born at Bethlehem, your Son, our Saviour, Jesus
Christ,

Amen.

With every blessing,

— Rev Stephen Maunder
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WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

Services in December

1st 10:30 a.m. Advent Sunday. Our Morning Worship will be led by  Paul  Rosentall, from
Ludgershall.

8th 10:30 a.m. Christingle Service with our Minister, the Rev Dr Stephen Maunder.  Come
and share the joy of the children preparing for Christmas.

15th 10:30 a.m. Our  Morning  Worship  will  be  led  by  the  Rev  Jean  King, one  of  our
Supernumerary  Ministers  This  service  will  include  the  Sacrament  of  Holy
Communion.

22nd 10:30 a.m. Our  Annual  Carol  Service will  be  led  by  our  own Minister,  the  Rev Dr
Stephen Maunder. We invite EVERYONE to come and share in carols with us.
And mince pies afterwards!

24th 3 p.m. Christmas Eve. The Christmas Eve Service of Holy Communion. We welcome
everyone to come and share our Christmas joy.

25th 9:30 a.m. Christmas Day. The Family  Service.  We welcome everyone to come and
share our Christmas joy.

29th No service. We are all invited to join our friends at St. Swithun’s at 9:30 a.m. or
our  Methodist  friends  at  Lime Walk in  Headington,  or  Wesley Memorial  in
Oxford, at 10:30 a.m.

Other activities

There is no Midweek Worship in the Lounge of Edith Court this month.  Instead, there will  be
Carol Singing on Wednesday 18th at 7:30 p.m. There is a welcome for everyone to come and join
the residents of Edith Court in a happy evening of song! We usually have a good crowd.

Coffee Morning

Coffee Morning will take place  on  Tuesday  10th December  in the Methodist Church Hall from
10 a.m. onwards. This will be a  Christmas Special. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Why not come
and buy some of your Christmas presents and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with old friends and
new? You will be most welcome.

Our January Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 14th January at 10 a.m.

The November Coffee Mornings raised £97.91.

Hiring a room at the church

If  you are  interested in  hiring a  room for  a  party  or  a  private  function,  please  contact  Trevor
Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on
Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field

Oxford Preservation Trust (OPT) owns 113 acres in Kennington and keeps
these fields green and free from development. The fields are all managed
traditionally and grazed by cattle seasonally. Everyone is welcome to explore these green spaces on
foot at any time through our permissive access.

Despite  the  wind,  rain  and  rugby  union  semi-
final,  members  of  the  Abingdon  Green  Gym,
residents  of  Kennington,  and I  worked hard on
Saturday 26th October to clear brambles and scrub
from  the  western  pathway  of  the  Kennington
Memorial Field. Volunteers of all ages helped to
cut,  move and burn the scrub encouraging new
growth  and  diversity  of  species  on  the  field.
Many thanks to all  who helped with this work-
party braving the conditions with enthusiasm and
gusto.  Take  a  walk  around  the  Memorial  Field
and  enjoy  looking  out  for  Autumnal  fungi  and
wildlife including squirrels, deer and toads. Being

outdoors has a positive effect on both your physical and mental health.

Currently there is work on the Sustrans Cycle Path
sited  on  OPT  land  between  the  railway  and
Kennington  Meadow.  The  work  is  to  widen  and
resurface the cycle path to enable a smoother and
safer journey. The path will also be slightly raised
and drained across the meadow enabling a drier and
less  muddy  route  to  the  Fishes  Gate.  Work  will
continue  over  the  winter  months  with  the  final
surface being laid in the drier weather in the spring.

In addition, maintenance at the Sandford Hydro Fish
Pass has also taken place, accessed across OPT land.
The  Sandford  Hydro  creates  hydroelectric  clean
energy through three Archimedes screws. During the extra rainfall in October and November, all

three screws were working hard and producing a large
amount  of  clean  energy.  The  Fish  Pass  is  a  system
specially designed to encourage fish to migrate upstream
enabling them to pass the weir and hydro-electric plant.

But  there  is  more  to  OPT than  its  land.  We’re  also
involved in special projects, planning, membership and
events.  For  more  information  please visit  our  website
www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk.  As  a  charity,  all  our
crucial  work  would  not  be  possible  without  our
members and donors. Becoming a member is easy—you
can do so online  bit.ly/2joinopt or by telephoning the
office on 01865 242918.

—Lindsay Priddle, l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sybuck@hotmail.co.uk. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com

Have Your Say about Your Health Centre!

The PPG will be undertaking a survey of services accessed by patients; in
particular, appointments and prescriptions.

The survey will start on 2nd January when it can be accessed via a website.

The link to the survey will be in next month’s edition of the Chronicle.

There will also be paper copies of the survey available at both Botley Medical Centre and
Kennington Health Centre.

Please take part in this survey if you can as it will help us give feedback to the practice about
what patients are experiencing.

The PPG hope to repeat this survey in 2021 to see what improvements have been made.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Nature is a leveller

I was out in nature the other day, sitting on top of Shotover Hill, watching families play in the sun,
dog walkers passing by, an artist painting, and a birdwatcher making notes.

Out in nature, it doesn’t matter who we are, or where we’re from. Rich or poor, whatever your
occupation, to all, nature is a leveller, We are all the same, with nature deep in our DNA, and we all
connect with something when we take time to enjoy the world around us.

A number of my followers have said recently that I inspire them. The truth is that I’m an ordinary
guy, just sharing thoughts, doing my best, as we all are.

When I was sitting there on Shotover, viewing the scene before me, I was thinking what a struggle
it is for many of us, and for me personally. Many readers know over the last few years that I’ve
experienced  discrimination  in  relation  to  my  health  conditions:  rheumatoid  arthritis,  asthma,
eczema, fibromyalgia, osteoarthritis, and more recently epilepsy.

Sitting out in nature I quickly realised that we all have issues that challenge us, but nature’s a
leveller. It bonds us all together. Sitting there watching the scene, I saw able-bodied people, and as
disability is often unseen, we just see each other as people enjoying nature. This is a release in so
many ways.

In many ways I can feel my light fading, and some of our loved ones’ lights may have gone out
completely. All our lights burn brightly out in nature, even when we’ve passed. A little piece of us
always remains, especially in the gardens and plots of land we leave behind.
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40th Oxford (Kennington) Scout Group

Beavers Remembrance Day

Remembrance Day parade with a Beaver colony is something quite special; it’s a mixture of pride
and  fear!  It’s  pride  over  how
well the youngsters can behave
and  pull  it  together  when  it
counts  and  fear  that  the  front
row  will  get  bored  halfway
through,  forget where they are
and start paying more attention
to other things. However, in the
years I have joined the parade I
have always felt great pride in
the Beavers in my charge.

We practised marching prior to
the  event  and  the  children
experienced  a  new  sense  of

achievement, some for the first time in their life. As the parade is a voluntary activity, it gives the
Beavers a different, and often new sense of belonging when they do take part. They had been told
to dress smartly, they had practised marching as a unit and on the day when they joined with the
other sections of both Scouts and Girl Guides, they felt a connection that went beyond their normal
friendship group and family. This was the moment when one of the first seeds of belonging to a
wider community, both past and present, was sown.

Once  again,  this  year  all  the  leaders
were incredibly proud of how well our
Beaver Scouts did, so well done to all of
you!

— Mattias (Polar Bear),
Beaver Scout Leader

Bonfire Night

For the first time in leaders’ memories,
over  20  years  in  Kennington,  the
weather called a halt  to our Fireworks
Event. The yellow weather warning for
wind  and  rain  for  most  of  the  day  meant  it  would  have  been  unsafe  for  the  public  and  our
pyrotechnic wizards (damp fuses don’t light easily, and damp explosives are unpredictable). At the
time of printing we should know if we are rescheduling to ‘teatime’ on New Year’s Eve, or just
saving up for next November.

Please keep an eye on Kennington Connected or email us on Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.

Finally

We wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and Winter Holiday time.
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Luke’s Fund Bingo

Luke’s family thanks all who came to Luke’s Fund Bingo on Friday 1st November.

An additional thank you to those who helped in any way and gave raffle prizes.

In Karen’s words, “What a fab night!”

I’m very pleased to announce that we made over £2,800 (with a few more donations to be added).
Thank you to everyone who has helped to make this  incredible amount of money. We will  be
putting some money in the pot for the continuous sponsorship of the room at RMH Birmingham in
Luke’s name, and the rest for the fit and furnish of the new RMH Oxford house.

We appreciate your continued support and wish you a Happy Christmas and New Year.

— Margaret 07540 755711 mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

3rd Kennington Brownies

Can you imagine air raid sirens and Brownies scrambling for cover in a makeshift air raid shelter?
We had the privilege of hosting Karen and Brett to our meeting to tell and show us about the role of
the Brownies during World War II. There were gas masks to try on, Brownies uniforms to look at
from the 1940s, Brownie regulation knitted knickers that had to be worn with the uniform, and lots
of memorabilia from that era. Tables were set up at one end of the hall with old army blankets
thrown over them to act as a shelter. When Brett sounded the alarm, the Brownies had to scramble
for the air raid shelters and take cover.

This was an amazing opportunity for the girls to find out what a Brownie’s life was like during the
war years. Back then, Brownies were engaged in helping out at the Volunteer tea tents, running
messages to the War centres and most importantly collecting old cotton thread reels. Why, you ask?
Well the Government asked the Brownies to gather these reels as they were used to hide messages
to the prisoners of war in the Red Cross parcels. Money and maps and coded messages were sent.
The enemy never  checked the  Red Cross  parcels  and this  was a  very successful  venture.  The
Brownies had to collect 11,000 reels and such was their enthusiasm that they collected over 45,000!
This secret message system was never revealed to the Brownies until after the war was over.

From WWII to robots! The girls had a fabulous evening programming their own little robot (in the
shape of a round ball) using coding techniques. There were brightly lit robots travelling all over the
floor with different levels of complexity in their programs completely set up by the girls. They were
very adept at this as they are taught coding at school.

By the time you read this, the Brownies will have taken part in the annual Remembrance Day event
at the village cenotaph. This is a time of reflection of people who lost their lives during all the wars,
both past and present. The girls are always proud to be a part of this event and proud to carry the 3 rd

Kennington Brownies flag.

— Eagle Owl

Brownies is open to all girls aged 7–10 years. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and
they can join at any time of the year. Please contact Brown Owl at angieaxe258@gmail.com.
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Kennington Good Neighbours

We send best wishes to you all  for Christmas, and a Happy, Healthy
New Year.

If you wish to volunteer within the village, Kennington has a small group of volunteer drivers who
use  their  own cars  to  take  those residents  without  cars  to  local  hospitals,  health  Centres,  hair
dressers, and local amenities and some people who are willing to visit those who are lonely or
would like a bit of social company now and again.

More volunteer drivers are needed. If you have some spare time when you may be able to help
please get in touch. It is not a regular commitment. If a request is made our transport organiser will
telephone to ask if you are free, but if you are unable to, then Dilys will ring someone else.

I am willing to meet you to explain more if you are interested. If you need transport please ring
Dilys Cale on 01865 739774. If you need help or more information please contact me.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

Starting Big School is a Big Thing! However, our Reception children, who started at St
Swithun’s in September aged 4, are doing brilliantly. They have settled into the rhythm
of term and the routines  of our  school days.  It  makes  such a  difference when the
children are ‘school ready,’ and we are always very grateful for the hard work that parents, wider
family, friends and of course the preschool settings do in preparing the children for school. The
more independent they are, the easier the transition into school, and it makes a huge difference
when children develop their speech and vocabulary well through having many conversations at
home. Regulating screen time, making sure the children eat a healthy diet and get plenty of sleep
are also very important.

Our Reception children are very busy with lots of learning. In particular, they are doing really well
with learning to read and write and it is learning to write that is the topic of this month’s report
from Mrs Hanley and her class (page 37).

By the time this copy of the Kennington Chronicle is delivered, the joy and excitement that is
Christmas in a primary school will be well under way for us. With our school Christmas dinner,
class Christmas parties, as well as productions by Saplings (Reception and Nursery classes) and
Key Stage 1 and carol services for the juniors, the school will be filled with the sound of children
singing! I thank all our staff and governors for their hard work this term and their focus on helping
all our children to be the best that they can be. Thank you to our volunteers and many friends of the
school for the invaluable contribution they make too. Well done to all our children, who embrace
their school days wholeheartedly, with enthusiasm and determination to succeed. Finally, from all
of us at St Swithun’s, we wish all Chronicle readers a very peaceful and happy Christmas.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, 01865 415105, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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Kennington Youth Club
kenningtonyouthclub.com
School Years 5–8. Term Time Wednesdays 7–8.30 p.m.
School Years 7–10. Term Time 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 3:30–5 p.m.

We were  a  little  late  taking  part  in  Mental  Health  Awareness  week this  year,  and had  to  run
activities over two weeks as our members had lots of questions. Some members decided to make
posters raising awareness of mental health, the Ask Twice campaign, and Five Ways to Well-being.
These are proudly displayed in the building. Part of the Five Ways includes learning something new
and connecting with others, so we learnt how to make mini pizzas and then played some board
games. Cluedo and cards seem to have become popular!

In November we celebrated Youth Work Week, a national celebration aiming to raise awareness of
youth work. It’s important to remember that ‘youth work’ isn’t just down to us because we’re called
a youth club. Fantastic examples exist across the village in, for example, the Scouts, Guides, and
Youth Band, and we say thank you to these groups for all they do for the young people in our
community.

We couldn’t fully celebrate Youth Work Week with all the
suggested activities and themes, but we’re looking to create
a video that demonstrates what we do at club. Are you a
budding  film-maker  who  could  help  show  off  our  best
side? Know a secret editing suite we could visit? We’d love
to hear from you.

As we hurtle towards Christmas, we’re enjoying seeing the
hall looking all festive again, and we’re just about ready
for  our  next  round  of  competitions.  Who  will  win  this
time?

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,
and  look  forward  to  reopening  the  Youth  Club  on
Wednesday  8th January.  Watch  the  website  for  news  on
Youth Café.

Craft Fair, Saturday 7th December, 11 a.m.–2 p.m.

We would love to see you at our Christmas Fair. If you are
unable to make it but would still like to support our work, monetary donations can be sent to The
Treasurer, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, OX1 5QY.

50:50 Draw Winners

Congratulations to our November winners. The winning balls were

1st prize £35 Ball #39
2nd prize £10 Ball #46
3rd prize £5 Ball #14

Fancy winning some money whilst supporting a good cause? Visit  kenningtonyouthclub.com and
look under Support Us > 50:50 Draw.

— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Pickleball is back

After an absence of several months, Pickleball players will be pleased to know that
the Club resumed on Friday 22nd November.

The sessions are for over-50s and are supported by Go Active in the Vale of White Horse. The
game is played on a badminton court and is similar to Short Tennis.

It is non-competitive and played amongst a friendly group of people of mixed ages over 50. If
you would like to give it a try, please do come along.

We will meet on Fridays 29th November and 6th & 20th December (not 13th December) and then
in the New Year. Subs are £3 per session.

For further information, please contact Brian Warren on brianwarren1953@gmail.com.

KADS News

We can’t quite believe that Christmas is almost upon us, and once that’s over we’ll be on
the final countdown of rehearsals before curtain up! If you're stuck for presents, why not
treat family and friends to tickets to Cinderella? Great value for a brilliant time out, and a
bit of post-Christmas cheer to boot.

We’re continuing to support Ronald McDonald House with a collection at each performance, where
our goal is to raise enough to sponsor a room in the brand new house, due to open next year. The
charity provides a ‘home-from-home’ for families with children receiving extensive treatment at the
Oxford Children’s Hospital, and we are proud to support this invaluable cause. We hope you will
join us in our fundraising efforts.

Tickets for Cinderella, a traditional family pantomime, are on sale from the Box Office now. Here
are the show dates at Kennington Village Centre.

January Friday 24th 7:30 p.m. ~ all tickets £8

Saturday 25th 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Sunday 26th 12 noon and 5 p.m.

Thursday 30th 7:30 p.m.

Friday 31st 7:30 p.m.

February Saturday 1st 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are just £8 for the first performance, then £10 adults, £8 concessions, and £30 for a family
of  four  (under  5s  go  free  on  laps).  Call  the  Box  Office  on  01865 739025  or  email
boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk. We accept payment in cash, by cheque or by BACS.

Follow us on Facebook @KenningtonADS for all the latest news!

— Sarah Ellner
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Saturday 7th December: Winter in Wisley

Coach outing to RHS Wisley. The coach will depart from Manor Grove at 8:30 a.m. calling at bus
stops in the village. This is a members-only outing  at a  cost of £10 (for the coach only), which
reflects our affiliation to the RHS. Wisley has undergone huge redevelopment in the past two years
or so, and is well worth the visit, particularly at only £10!

Bookings with the treasurer on 730961.

Looking Forward to 2020? Make a note in the diary: Social evening on Wednesday 22nd January.

— Brian Peedell

The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk—Kennington’s very own community café

The Apple Café continues to open for all ages from 9 a.m. on Thursdays, and from 10:30 a.m. on
Saturdays, closing at 12:30 p.m. Our Pumpkin Carving on 31st October was extremely successful
and enjoyed by so many children (and quite a few adults!).

During December we have arranged  Wreath Making workshops on Saturday 7th and Thursday
12th. The Café will provide basic materials (small rings, floral wire and small baubles), but please
do bring any baubles, tinsel, ornaments and “greenery” that you can spare. If you have any suitable
bits to donate for this event please let us know. On Saturday 14 th December we have Scandinavian
Christmas  Crafts for  children  and  adults,  and  Wood  Turning  ornaments made  by  a  local
resident, that would make lovely presents.

Father Christmas will  be  in  his  grotto,  with  pressies for  all  children  up to  the  age  of  7,  on
Thursday 19th and Saturday 21st December. There may even be a few mince pies available.

Sadly, local resident and baker, Sue Ponting, is no longer able to supply the Café after Christmas,
due to overwhelming demand for her speciality cakes. We thank Sue for her support for the Café;
we will miss you, Sue (and your cakes). Do we have another local cake maker or business who
might like to supply the Café? Please let us know.

Finally, the Café offers opportunities for voluntary work to the young people of Kennington and
area who may be working towards their Duke of Edinburgh Award. If you are interested in this
please email jillkb71@gmail.com.

The Café will be closed from Thursday 26th December, re-opening on Thursday 9th January. If you
would like further information about the Café, or would like to volunteer, please telephone 326691
or email carolenewbigging@outlook.com.

Apple Café, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk
St Swithun’s Church Hall, Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

The Councillors hope that you can join them on Sunday 1 st December at 6 p.m. for Carols
around the Tree at the War Memorial and afterwards in St Swithun’s Church for hot mince
pies, sausage rolls and mulled wine. There will also be a non-alcoholic fruit punch.

Primary School  Applications: If  you have a  child  born between 1st September 2015 and 31st

August 2016 inclusive, applications for their primary school place can now be made. The closing
date for ‘on time’ applications is 15th January 2020. Parents and carers must apply by this date
online  at  www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions or  on  paper  (forms  available  from  the  County
Council or a local school). Places will be offered on 16th April 2020.

Grants: At  its  November  meeting,  the  Council  gave  an  £800  donation  to  The  Royal  British
Legion’s 2019 Poppy Appeal. It also agreed a grant of £50 to Kennington Youth Club towards some
new equipment. A donation of £600 was awarded to Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice,
and £50 has been given to A Band of Brothers towards their work with vulnerable young men.

Christmas Trees: If you have a real tree this Christmas and you’re a garden waste customer, Biffa
will collect it. Just leave it by your brown bin (but please not in it, as it’s tricky for the crews to get
it out). If you're not a garden waste customer, Christmas tree recycling has been arranged at Forest
Side playing field car park and Playfield Road car park. The collection date will be publicised as
soon as it has been received from the district council.

Dog  Glove  Dispensers: The  parish  council  has  installed  three  new  dog  glove  dispensers,  in
addition to the ones at  the playing fields,  in an attempt to  tackle the ongoing problem of dog
fouling. Please remember that these are for emergencies only. If you notice that one is running low,
please let the clerk know.

Fly Tipping: There has been a persistent problem of fly tipping recently, particularly at Forest Side
playing field. The parish council asks residents to keep vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour
to the clerk or to the Envirocrime Team at Vale of White Horse District Council on 03000 610 610.
The cost to remove this waste is significant, and this money could be better spent elsewhere in the
village.

On behalf  of  the  Parish  Council,  may I  wish  everyone  a  happy and  healthy  Christmas  and  a
peaceful new year.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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Dates of Council Meetings: December

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Parish Council Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.

Finance Committee
7:30 p.m.

Thursday 12th Tuesday 10th Thursday 5th

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the  plan  as  it  has  only  21  days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact  the  Clerk
immediately you  receive  notification  to  ensure  the  Parish  Council  members  are  aware  of  any
neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
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Carols around the Tree

Join us on Sunday 1st December, 6 p.m. at the War Memorial

for Carols around the Tree

and afterwards in St Swithun’s Church

for hot mince pies and mulled wine.

We look forward to seeing you.

1st Kennington Guides

We  have  continued  to  work  on  our  Guide  awards
including  designing  community  amenities,  playing
games in the dark with glow sticks, and discussing threats to wildlife and
how we can take action. Half term ended with a Hawaiian-themed party to
raise money for the Macmillan Dress Up and Dance fundraising campaign.

During the half-term break, three of our Guides attended the Girlguiding
Oxfordshire Amey Girls in Engineering Day. Challenges included building
bridges,  looking  at  the  strength  of  triangles,  making  a  drawing  robot,
constructing  confectionery  trains  and  working  in  teams  to  remove
“hazardous material” to a safe place.

We started the new term playing dodge ball and toasting marshmallows.
We were  proud  of  our  Guides  who  attended  the  village  Remembrance
service. As the term progresses, we are looking forward to our Christmas
sleepover.

— Kerry Bosworth,
Assistant Guide Leader

Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to
join  in  the  fun,  please  contact  Jo  on
07940 537992  or
kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.

More  information,  including  opportunities  for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on
our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Crime Prevention Display

On Saturday 14th December, there will be a crime prevention display in

Kennington Village Hall

9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The Police will be there with plenty of advice on home security,
and how to protect yourself against theft when out and about.

VoWH letter about Brexit

Open letter from Cllr Emily Smith to residents and businesses in the Vale of White Horse

Dear Resident

The deadline for the UK to leave the EU has changed, but the country continues to prepare for this
event. I am writing to you all on behalf of the Vale of White Horse District Council about issues
related to Brexit—in particular we want to make sure affected EU nationals from countries outside
the UK who live in our district know what they need to do to protect their rights to remain in the
country.

The new deadline to leave the EU is 31st January 2020 at the latest, but it’s still not clear exactly
when we will  leave  or  how we will  leave,  especially  now there  will  be a  general  election  in
December. We share many of our residents’ frustrations about this uncertainty, particularly over the
future immigration status of affected EU nationals.

If you live in the UK but are a citizen of another EU country, it’s very important you know what
you need to do to be able to stay here after we leave the EU. You might need to apply to the
government  for  “settled”  or  “pre-settled  status”  in  the  UK—if  you do not  do  this  as  soon as
possible, you might not be able to stay in the UK in the long term. We have put lots of information
on our website to help, including links to the right pages on the government’s website. You can find
this at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/brexit.

If you don’t have access to a smartphone or tablet to carry out your identification verification, you
can do this at the libraries in Abingdon, Botley, Wantage and Didcot.

Like all of our residents, you make an important contribution to our district and our communities—
you are most  welcome in the Vale of White  Horse,  and I  want  to let  you know you have the
Council’s continued support.

I  also  want  to  reassure  all  our  residents  that  Council  officers  are  working  hard  on  Brexit
preparations to make sure our services are not affected.

The Council also remains committed to supporting our local economy and we are here to advise or
guide any local businesses that could be affected by Brexit. There’s lots of information, guidance
and support on our dedicated South and Vale Business Support website at www.svbs.co.uk.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

The Choirs will be giving their usual Christmas concerts of Gilbert & Sullivan on Friday 13 th and
Saturday 14th December in the Methodist Church Hall at 7:30 p.m. The comic opera this year is
The Yeomen Of The Guard.

There will be the usual splendid singing and the super soloists taking the principal parts. As always,
entrance is FREE and there will be a special collection for Action for Children. Seating is limited
so come in good time. It will be an evening of fun for everyone. Don’t miss it!
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Have you heard of Helicopter Stories?

In Meerkats and Monkeys this year, we have been learning how to
create  ‘Helicopter  Stories’.  Recently,  it  was  the  turn  of  our
Meerkats  to  create  stories.  During  the  morning,  the  children  are
given  the  opportunity  to  tell  a  story  of  their  very  own.  Mrs
Wakefield writes it down, exactly as the story is told to her—we
don’t want to miss a single thing! They also get to choose which
character they would like to be in their story.

Then in the afternoon
we are all very excited
when it’s time to go to
‘the  theatre’.  When
we  arrive,  we  sit
around the stage,  and
together  we  act  out
the stories,  all  having
the  chance  to  act  as
one  of  the  characters
or other key things in
the story.

We  all  already  feel
much  more  confident
to  have  a  go  at
‘writing’ a  story  and act  out  one  of  the  parts.  Our

stories are already amazing and get more imaginative and more detailed each week. As we hear and
learn more stories, the children are influenced and inspired by the story language. We are looking
forward  to  seeing  how  they  develop
their  own  stories  further  as  the  year
progresses.

Here are some of the children’s stories:

A Princess, and there was a castle and
the  monster  broke  the  castle  down.
Then  the  monster  tried  to  eat  the
princess!  And  the  princess  runned
away. And the monster tried to get the
princess.  Thank you for my story.  —
Ciana, age 4

There was dinosaurs,  just  a T-Rex on
the beach and the people stared at the
dinosaur. And then the people go’d in the water and then they get on the land. Then they walked
around to the dessert and then they come back to the beach. Then they get to the dessert again. —
Arvin, age 4

There was a castle. There was some people living in it. There was a big, big tree and some flowers
in the garden. There were spooks in the garden. And lots of spiders. A scary monster came. The
end. — Rozalia, age almost 5

— Reception Class and Mrs Hanley, St Swithun’s School
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Christmas Lights Fundraiser for British Lung Foundation

Vaughan  and  Steve  are  adding  more  Christmas
lights  to  the  front  garden  of  their  home  at
1 Simpsons Way.

This year it will be bigger than ever! We
are asking people if they can donate to our
chosen  charity  in  aid  of  British  lung
foundation, as both our families have been
affected this year, with the sad passing of
Vaughan’s  Dad  from  COPD  and  the
diagnosis of Steve’s Mum with lung cancer.

We hope that everyone enjoys the lights, and we
hope to raise lots of money for this charity.

Fundraiser site link:
www.gofundme.com/f/xmas-lights-British-lung-foundation-fundraiser

— Steve Bayliss-Jones

Editor’s page of puzzles and inspirational thoughts

Your challenge this month

In January, we shall publish our 400th issue of the Kennington Chronicle. Your challenge is to send
in a very special article or something to mark that special issue. Maybe you have received all 400
copies and remember what the very first was like all those years ago? We look forward to some
interesting contributions.

Answers to last month’s challenge

32 countries do not contain the letter “a”. They are: Fiji, Seychelles, Togo, Chile, Mexico, Peru,
Belize,  Brunei,  Cyprus,  Mongolia,  Philippines,  Timor-Leste,  Yemen,  Belgium, Czech Republic,
Greece,  Liechtenstein,  Luxembourg,  Montenegro,  Sweden,  United  Kingdom,  Turkey,  Benin,
Burundi, Comoros, Côte d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Lesotho, Morocco, Niger.

Inspirational thoughts for December

Christmas Gift Suggestions (Oren Arnold)

To your enemy, forgiveness
To an opponent, tolerance

To a friend, your heart
To a customer, service

To all, charity
To a child, a good example

To yourself, respect
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

A winter reading mini challenge beginning
Monday 2nd December!

Meet  Pug  of  the  Frozen  North  and  enjoy  reading  throughout
December with rewards to be had! It’s simple; you may record
what you read on line. See full details in the library.

Free events this month!

Wednesday 4th December: Coffee Talk. As
usual  in  December,  we  invite  everyone  to
join  us  for  coffee,  mulled  wine  and mince
pies  from  10:30 a.m.  Please  come  along
ready to  tell  us  all  about  a  couple of  your
favourite  reads  of  2019.  We  will  then
compile a list of your choices, which will be
available in the library and on our website.

Monday  9th December:  Rhyme  Time  2:30–3 p.m. All  under-school-aged
children are welcome to join us for lots of seasonal rhymes and songs!

Wednesday 11th December: Need assistance with Family History Research?
Carole will be pleased to help! Our Digital Helper, David, will be available
every Wednesday except 4th December.

Wednesday 18th December: Story Time 11–11:30 a.m. Christmas Stories galore! Do join us for
some Festive Fun!

Christmas Raffle. Tickets (and the soft toy prizes) are available in the library. We shall draw the
winning tickets at Story Time on Wednesday 18th December.

Library Christmas & New Year Opening and Closing

Kennington Library will be CLOSED from 5:30 p.m. on Monday 23rd December and will REOPEN
on Friday 3rd January at 2 p.m.. No items borrowed from Kennington will be due for return from
24th December to 2nd January.

Large branches such as Oxford Central and Abingdon will open between Christmas and New Year,
although they will close at 5 p.m. each day.

PLEASE check times by going to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries and click on Find a Library.

01865 730763 News at www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary

Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman Pamela Allen chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary Helen Hurrell secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer Hugh Fleming treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Festival Group

The members of the Group send you
Best wishes for Christmas and the New year

We hope some of you over 60s will joins us every other Monday from 2 to 4 p.m. for a social
afternoon with some friendly people, and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee, and cake. This is all for £1
which includes a raffle.

Our next meetings are on Mondays:

9th December

23rd December—Christmas Tea

13th January

For those who have difficulties getting about we have volunteer drivers who would be only too
pleased to transport you.

If you would like more information please contact me.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Women’s Institute

It was so pleasant to talk and laugh with all the members at our November meeting.
There were one or two items of business and then we sat back and listened to our
speaker, Clare Sargent, who is the Archivist at Radley College. Clare had earlier
joined us in the singing of Jerusalem, the WI hymn, at the beginning of our meeting. Apparently, it
is also Radley College’s school hymn.

Clare had many interesting facts to impart about the College which we all found engaging. The
College was founded in 1847 by William Sewell and Robert Corbet who both had strong ideas of
how the school  should operate  but  no money to make it  possible.  The founding idea was for
brotherliness, privacy, in lovely surroundings, where the boys could play cricket and with a strong
emphasis on attendance at chapel. This was a revolutionary idea as this was a time when young
men were educated in places that resembled Charles Dickens’s “Dotheboys Hall”. Even at the very
beginning, Sewell and Corbet decreed that every tenth boy should not be charged fees. This notion
is still followed as every fifth boy is on some sort of bursary.

Clare brought us more up to date with vignettes about Old Boys. They include Ted Dexter and
Andrew Strauss, both cricketers; Andrew Motion, Poet Laureate; Peter Cook; and many others. It
was a very interesting talk which generated several questions afterwards.

Our next meeting is our members’ Christmas lunch at the Tandem.

Our January meeting is on Wednesday 8th at 2 p.m. in the Methodist Hall. We are looking forward
to listening to Helen Horseman give her talk, “Seven decades of Smurfs”. Why not join us. We will
be pleased to see you.

— Maureen Palma
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Citizens Advice Bureau celebrates 80 years
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Volunteers  and  staff  from Citizens  Advice  Oxfordshire  South  and Vale
were joined by representatives from the town and district councils at the Guildhall in Abingdon on
15th October  to  celebrate  80  years  of
service to the local community.

Citizens  Advice  was  founded  on  4th

September  1939,  the  day  after  World
War  II  was  declared,  to  help  people
deal with the impact of war. Volunteers
gave  advice  on  evacuation,  ration
books,  new  housing  for  those  whose
homes  had  been  bombed,  and  even
provided  recipes  using  the  limited
ingredients available on rationing.

Eighty  years  on,  the  issues  may have
changed, but the core values of Citizens
Advice  remain  the  same:  to  provide
free,  confidential  and impartial  advice
to everyone, everywhere.

Last year, Citizens Advice Oxfordshire
South and Vale, an independent charity,
helped  11,999  people  resolve  20,200
problems  including  debt,  housing,
Universal Credit, benefits, family problems and consumer issues. For many people this service is a
lifeline.

Jon Bright, Chief Executive of Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale, said, “This service is
only possible thanks to the dedication and commitment of our 160 highly trained volunteers who
give up their time to help people in our community find a solution to their problems.”

The number of people seeking advice has increased by 30 per cent over the last three years and the
local offices need more volunteers to keep the service running. Volunteer posts include advisers,
receptionists,  administrators,  IT support  and fundraisers.  If  you are  interested,  contact  Citizens
Advice  Oxfordshire  South  and  Vale  for  more  information  on  01235 550553  or  email
recruitment@osavcab.org.uk.

For more information, please contact Catherine  Whitmarsh, Fundraising and Events Coordinator,
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale, Abbey House, Abbey Close, Abingdon, OX14 3JD or
email  catherine.whitmarsh@osavcab.org.uk.For  more  information,  please  contact  Catherine
Whitmarsh,  Fundraising  and Events  Coordinator,  Citizens  Advice  Oxfordshire  South  and Vale,
Abbey House, Abbey Close, Abingdon, OX14 3JD or email catherine.whitmarsh@osavcab.org.uk.

The Citizens Advice website  citizensadvice.org.uk will give you more information. You can also
telephone our  Adviceline on 03 444 111 444 or visit  a local  branch of  Citizens Advice during
opening hours. Details of office locations are on citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale.
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Toad Rescue Patrol in Kennington

This coming spring, if you drive up Bagley Wood Road or along the Oxford Road past Chandlings
School, from dusk onwards, you may just spot some mysterious wanderers going up and down the
grass verges with torches, and think to yourself, “What on earth are they up to?” Well, I can reveal
that these are volunteers from the Toad Rescue Patrol, rescuing the toads of Bagley Wood as they
travel to their ancestral ponds across the road.

Common toads are very particular about where they breed, and they migrate back to the same
ponds each year. They follow the same route, regardless of what gets in their way, even busy roads.
We get a toad versus traffic scenario and the toads inevitably come off worse.

Toad Patrol volunteers search the verges for migrating toads and carry them across the road to
safety. Last year volunteers rescued over 1,600 toads, as well as many frogs and newts. This is great
news, as this is the highest figure of toads ever rescued by the Kennington Toad Patrol. If you
would like to join the team of volunteers to rescue our gorgeous amphibian friends this spring, you
can  register  via  Froglife’s website  at  www.froglife.org or  contact  us  directly  at
bagleywoodtoads@gmail.com.

Don’t miss a chance to find out more about our migratory animals at a pop-up event ‘Animals on
the Move’ in St Swithun’s Church Hall on Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th January 2020. The event
brings  together  local  artists,  scientists  and conservation organisations  to  showcase the amazing
journeys our migratory animals make, the challenges human activities add to these migrations, and
some of the things we can all do to help. There will be information and activities for all ages, with
displays (including a special feature on our toads!), ‘Meet the Scientist’, animal-inspired artworks,
and  children’s  crafts  and  games.  Entry  is  free.  See  the  website  for  more  details:
animalsonthemoveexhibition.wordpress.com.

— Rowan Guthrie, Kennington Toad Patrol volunteer

Animals on the Move art competition

Entry deadline Saturday 21st December

Are you a budding artist aged between 5 and 16?

Then this art competition is for you!

Submit your entries for:

➢ Best picture of a migratory animal

➢ Best ‘slow down for migrating toads’ road sign

For all the details, visit animalsonthemoveexhibition.wordpress.com

Entries must be A4, with name and age on the reverse, and delivered by Saturday 21st December to:

Animals on the Move
2 Playfield Road

Kennington
Oxford

OX1 5RS
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Kennington History Society

In October there was a talk entitled, “Our boys 1914–1918: Who were the fallen of Oxfordshire
valley?” by Julie Ann Godson. This was very well received.

At  the  time  of  writing  we  are
looking forward to a talk entitled
“Anniversaries 2018” by Graham
Horn.

In December there is a talk on “A
17th century  Christmas”  by  Tim
Healey. All talks are on the third
Monday of the month and start at
7:45 p.m.  in  the  Methodist
Church  off  Upper  Road.  Non-
members are charged £2.50 each.
There  is  free  coffee,  tea  and
biscuits  at  the  end  of  the
meetings,  but  donations  are
welcome.

— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
Registered Charity no. 1179830

Our  fundraising  ‘Evening  of  Memories’  dinner  and
entertainment in October was a great success, thanks to the enthusiasm and generosity of  Tonks
Brothers (our local Funeral Directors) and their team, who funded, organised and ran the event for
us. We sat back and enjoyed coq au vin, a glass of wine and other goodies while listening to, and
sometimes joining in with, the music of our youth, identifying slides of national events during our
lifetime and trying to work out the purpose of mysterious objects collected for his museum by the
father of Helen, our club Organiser.

Also, in October we were very grateful to receive a donation from Waitrose in Abingdon as a result
of their  green token scheme,  in which customers  vote for the charity  they want  to support.  In
November, our wonderful fundraisers ran a very successful event in Cumnor Parish Centre, selling
clothes  and homemade jams and cakes,  and including  a  café  bar  with  homemade food and a
tombola and raffle. (Two of our members live in Cumnor.)

The club continues to thrive, thanks to our team of dedicated staff and volunteers. We have a few
vacancies at present, so if you know someone living with dementia who might find the club helpful,
please make sure that they and their carer know about us. They do not have to live in Kennington,
they just  must  be able  to  get  here.  They can phone our organiser  Helen on 07852 883496 for
information about membership, or visit our website www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk.

Please note that the club will not open on Boxing Day.

— Margaret Newton, 01865 739539, drdmargaret.newton@virgin.net
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.

51

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

DELIVERY

The  Chronicle  is  delivered  on  or  shortly
before the first of the month, except August.

Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.

CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is  News  not  Views.  Submissions  to  include  name  and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial

CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.

Regular events
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursday & Saturday 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton Village Centre Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Memory Club Methodist Church Monday and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Table Tennis Youth Club Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
Walking Netball Village Centre Friday 10–11 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public

December
Sun 1 6 p.m. Carols Around the Tree War Memorial
Wed 4 12 noon Kennington WI Christmas Lunch Methodist Church
Sat 7 8:30 a.m. Horticultural Society: Members’ trip to Wisely Manor Grove + other stops
Sun 8 10:30 a.m. Christingle Service Methodist Church
Mon 9 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre

Tue 10
10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Thu 12 7:30 p.m. Parish Council meeting Village Centre
Fri 13 7:30 p.m. KDUCC: Yeomen of the Guard Methodist Church

Sat 14
9 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Crime Prevention Advice Village Centre
7:30 p.m. KDUCC: Yeomen of the Guard Methodist Church
7:30 p.m. Oxford Ceilidh Threepenny Bit Village Centre

Mon 16 7:45 p.m. History Society: 17th century Christmas Methodist Church
Wed 18 7:30 p.m. Carols in the Lounge Edith Court
Sun 22 10:30 a.m. Carol Service Methodist Church
Mon 23 2–4 p.m. Festival Group Christmas Tea Village Centre
Tue 24 3 p.m. Communion Service for Christmas Eve Methodist Church
Wed 25 9:30 a.m. Family Worship for Christmas Day Methodist Church

January
Tue 7 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre
Wed 8 2 p.m. Kennington WI: Seven Decades of Smurfs Methodist Church
Thu 9 7:30 p.m. Parish Council meeting Village Centre
Sat 11 7:30 p.m. Oxford Ceilidh Banter Village Centre
Tue 14 10 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church
Sat 18

10:30 a.m.–4 p.m. Animals on the Move St Swithun’s Church Hall
Sun 19
Mon 20 7:45 p.m. History Society: Portable Antiquities Scheme Methodist Church
Wed 22 7:30 p.m. Horticultural Society Social Evening Village Centre
Tue 28 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.

Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).

52 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Index of Contents: page 3. Useful contacts: page 2. Magazine contacts: page 51.

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/chronicle-on-line.html

	The Parish Church of St Swithun
	Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

	Index of Contents
	St Swithun’s Church Newsletter

	Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
	Oxford Preservation Trust
	Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
	Wildlife and traditional gardening

	40th Oxford (Kennington) Scout Group
	Luke’s Fund Bingo
	3rd Kennington Brownies

	Kennington Good Neighbours
	News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School

	Kennington Youth Club
	Pickleball is back
	KADS News

	Kennington Horticultural Society
	The Apple Café

	Parish Council Matters
	Carols around the Tree
	1st Kennington Guides

	Crime Prevention Display
	VoWH letter about Brexit

	The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
	Have you heard of Helicopter Stories?
	Christmas Lights Fundraiser for British Lung Foundation
	Editor’s page of puzzles and inspirational thoughts

	Friends of Kennington Library
	Kennington Festival Group
	Kennington Women’s Institute

	Citizens Advice Bureau celebrates 80 years
	Toad Rescue Patrol in Kennington
	Animals on the Move art competition

	Kennington History Society
	Kennington Memory Club

	Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
	Kennington Village Diary
	Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

